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About the Compendium

This is a monthly compendium of news reports and judgement pieces published in the Western media
during April and May 2017 on issues related to Islam and Muslims. The Western media is generally
found to be painting Islam and Muslims as a global threat and danger for the world peace. It has
launched an unethical smear campaign against Islam and Muslims, which is becoming intense by the
day and from the standpoint of the Western media audience such an unfair portrayal of Islam is likely
to be highly Islamophobic and conflictual.
To monitor and catalogue the ever-increasing frequency of the Western media’s negative packaging
of Islam and Muslims, the Centre for Research on Islam and Global Media (CRIGM) collects
within two covers the news stories and leading articles carried in the Western press every month. The
articles are culled based on the known indicators of Islamophobia. and found abundant negative
contents, highlighted, and published them in a bound form. CRIGM is not only observing western
media on issues concerning Islam and Muslim societies but has an eye out for the entire array of the
Western media including the electronic, broadcast, online and the social media as well. Shortly, we
shall start publishing separate medium-specific reports as well.
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Editorial
This edition is of immense importance as it covers the first 100 days of the US President Donald J.
Trump in office, his visit to the Middle East, and elections in France among other related
developments. If we look at these developments in totality, it is reassuring to see that President Trump
with his Trumpism (synonym for modern day Islamophhobia) has almost been left alone and fast
going into isolation at a trans-continental level.
Given the 1000 percent rise in Islamophobic incidents in the US after his first 100 days in the office
as the president, it was supposed that Mr. Trump will do some damage control in his maiden visit to
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia where a collection of over 50 representatives of Muslim states awaited
his address behind closed doors in a lavish hall. Anything but the common sense as he stands for, Mr.
Trump rose to the podium to tell the Muslim leaders emphatically to “drive out” extremists from their
midst. His words met stony silence as faces of the audience grew stern and 30 out 50 of them,
including the prime minister of Pakistan, were not given opportunity to speak after him.
He then went to the summit of G 7 countries that include the US, the UK, France, Germany etc. There,
he yet again went on telling the European leaders to do more the way he told Muslim leaders in
Riyadh. But this time his words did not met stony silence. About 30 years his junior, French President
Emmanual Macron not only outshook his hand but also shrugged off the myth of his might, inviting
people from across the world to Paris to work for protection of environment for the generations to
come when Mr. Trump withdrew from Paris agreement.
German Chancellor Angela Merkel minced no words suggesting that the time has come for the Europe
to take its fate its own hands. It seems that because of Mr. Trump’s hate mongering, the US is losing
its constituency not only in the Muslim world, but also Europe. Even the US community, crosscultural by nature, is not buying his politics of fear as Muslims, Jews and Christians rally together to
mock him by showing inter-faith harmony. Muslims in the US are facing the risk of deportation or
detention due to Mr. Trump’s Islamophobic policies but the rally in Detriot marched from a catholic
church to a local mosque to protect those facing risk of being “deported or detained”. "You have 120
languages in Detroit. In a five mile radius of where you are, there are 70,000 Arab Americans," said
HassenJaber, chief executive of Accessthat works to help the Arab-American community. "When the
travel ban happened, the community mobilised immediately. We had activists getting involved who
we'd never heard of before calling for mass demonstrations."It has been widely reported in the US
media.
Similarly, the American press has been fighting Trumpism all along. A recent study by Harvard
University analyzed content of mainstream US media to find that Trump got a negative coverage far
more than any of his predecessors in his first 100 days at office. In much of the most cases, his steamy
statements got the ire of media which means that he has himself to blame for it. Even the Fox News,
banned in Pakistan on complaints of biased against and hatred for Islam, could not resist being critical
of Mr. Trump in 62 of the cases. The report concluded that unfazed by Mr. Trump’s attacks on its
credibility, the media should continue questioning his hate driven, religious or otherwise, policies
since it is a fight for pluralism and balance in the world.
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Introduction

Department of Media and Communication Studies (DMCS) of International Islamic University
Islamabad (IIUI), Pakistan, under its newly established Centre for Research on Islam and Global
Media (CRIGM) publishes a monthly report on western media’s negative framing of Islam and
Muslims under the title “Islam and Muslims in the Global Media”. The present compendium in hand
is 5th edition ‘April & May 2017’. Islamophobia is nowadays touching the peak of hate in the West.
According to Director of CAIR Corey Saylor, Islamophobic incidents involving US Customs and
Border Protection officials have risen by about 1,000 percent since President Donald Trump took
office in January, Director further explained that we collected preliminary data from its branches
across the US and found that instances in which officials were accused of profiling Muslims
accounted 23 percent in 2017.It is reported that 193 Customs and Border Protection (CBP) cases in
2017, at least 181 were reported after the January 27 Muslim travel ban. In the first three months of
2016, the group reported 17 cases, The Independent said.
The Centre tries to find out the triggering point of rising Islamophobia in the West, the most
significant aspect has been US President Trump’s hateful and xenophobic speeches and both versions
of an executive order of Muslims entry in the US. Media helped president Trump to spread anxiety
among the minorities in general and American Muslims in particular. Several racial and hate attempts
were reported on Muslims because of hateful and xenophobic tendencies. President Donald Trump
legitimated hate against the Muslims and providing patronage to the bigotries against Muslims. Media
accelerated oppression on Muslims and left them feel suffocated. It was not public hysteria but
somehow media’s kindled fire.
The present compendium of April & May 2017 consists of the media discourses circulated across the
world after President Donald Trump issued an executive order largely fulfilling the banning of seven
Muslim-Majority countries (Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen) entering the United
States and then second version of an executive order excluding Iraq from the list. This monthly
compendium encompasses the reports of Western media on the completion of President Donald
Trump’s first 100 days in rule. Muslims outside the United States grappling ban and inside the United
States are under tentative constant probing by the US agencies.
CRIGM has also published many stories from the European and Australian newspapers as anti-Islam
and Muslims. The beginning of the new year 2017, remained potentially Islamophobic around the
western world. That is why the compendium documents variety of media reports and leading articles
and highlights the polemical approaches and negativities by highlighting and making them appear as
bold. These identified media reports and opinion pieces have been retrieved using LexisNexis and
websites of various news organizations for the month of April & May 2017. The search (key) words
were Islam and Muslims and media from United States & North America, Europe & United
Kingdom and Australia & New Zealand were selected for data retrieval. A total of over 4500 pages
of news reports and leading articles from print media were retrieved in the search on our given key
words. Out of them, some of the reports are made part of this compendium as being highly negative
in nature. The reports with minor tendency of negativity towards Muslims and Islam were excluded
to avoid this compendium becoming huge enough to handle.
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A summary analysis of media negativities has been made to provide a glimpse of how media have
been treating Islam and Muslims in their reports and leading articles.
For this initiative and other associated tasks, the Centre is highly indebted to Professor Dr. Suliman
Abdullah Aba Al-Khail, Pro-Chancellor IIUI and the Rector Al-Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic
University, Riyadh, KSA; Professor Dr. Masoom Yasinzai, Rector IIUI and Professor Dr. Ahmed
Yousif Ahmed Al-Draiweesh for their relentless support and guidance and making this initiative
possible.
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How to read it
Centre for Research on Islam and Global Media (CRIGM) has compiled this book having the
ease of readers in mind. For quick readers the anti-Islam and Muslims contents have been bolded and
underlined. The Summary/round up of each region has been presented separately. To read negative
contents in its context, the whole news stories are given region wise. The negative contents against
Islam, Muslims and Muslim Societies have been picked up and placed separately in the beginning of
this compendium with the name of Highlights, references have also been placed at the end of every
highlight, one can approach the story by the reference on the website of particular news organization
to get its exact location on the newspaper to check the agenda of certain newspapers regarding Islam
and Muslims. To stay in touch with Centre for Research on Islam and Global Media (CRIGM) one
may subscribe Youtube channel, Facebook page, Whatsapp group and website of CRIGM, Centre
keeps its readers updated on daily basis. The detail of Social media links is given at the end of the
book. In the social media chapter at the end of this monthly compendium readers may read whole the
stories remaind viral in the months of April & May 2017 with its originating date and time, reader
may also visit the link given at the end of the story.
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Methodology of Data Collection

The Centre for Research on Islam and Global Media (CRIGM) has adopted a comprehensive
strategy to monitor the Islamophobic content in the Western media as we see that Islamophobia has
been on rise critically in the West and at times it turns violent as in the case of US Presidential
elections 2016 and furthermore on Friday 27 January by Donald Trump’s Executive order of Banning
entry from seven Majority-Muslim countries – Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen
and then revised version of Executive order excluding Iraq from the list of seven countries, it remained
halted over six Muslim-Majoritity countries – for 90 days. Where so many hate related incidents,
have been reported against Muslims because of their faith and identity. This situation demands an
extensive and thorough approach to counter prejudice against Islam and Muslims in the West. We
need multi-faceted approach for this purpose, by keeping the situation in view the CRIGM has
initiated the most important and the basic one by observing and monitoring the Islamophobic
discourse in the Western globalized media, this will help us to comprehend the prevailing state and
level of hatred and hostility towards Islam and Muslims.
CRIGM has developed a mechanism to monitor and observe the Western media regularly to obtain
relevant content, CRIGM team closely watches Western media and emphasizes on news stories and
contents related to Islam and Muslims to collect the data. We examine all the news contents in the
Western media on Islam and Muslims and focus on those stories where Muslims are being portrayed
negatively or reported as victims of bigotry and prejudice. We have categorized Western media into
three regions, United States & North America, Europe & United Kingdom and Australia & New
Zealand. CRIGM maintains daily media watch by monitoring all forms of media including Electronic
media, Print Media, online and Social Media. CRIGM is also utilizing the corporate data
dissemination services like LexisNexis to get the most relevant content. Data of this very monthly
compendium has been collected through online data service provider LexisNexis by searching news
contents related to two words Islam and Muslims for the period of April & May, 2017 and comprising
of regions of United states, Australia and Europe & UK. This has provided hundreds of news stories
related to Islam and Muslims and we have read each story thoroughly and used those stories as our
data where hatred and negativities have been found against Muslims and Islam. We have highlighted
and underlined the Islamophobic content in news stories also give whole text to provide full context
of stories so that readers can have clear idea about the perspective and background of news stories of
prejudice and bigotry against Muslims and Islam in the Western media.
This very monthly compendium consists of only print media news contents of three regions, USA,
Australia and Europe & UK and stumilatng social media discourses against Islam and Muslims. We
have collected data from diverse news websites of main stream newspapers as well as regional
newspapers of those three regions through LexisNexis, this will provide us more detailed views and
picture of Western media. We collected this data by monitoring content of news stories, opinion based
stories, special reports and letters to editors.
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Summary Analysis of the US Print Media Contents
Against Islam and Muslims (April & May 2017)
The event of 9/11 was enough to put the lives of Muslims in terrible situation in different parts of the
world but becoming of Mr. Donald J. Trump as American president has made their lives more
miserable and harder than ever. During and after US Presidential election campaign 2016, Muslims
framed most oftenly in negative imagery and Islam as a political ideology, a hostile religion, a cancer,
terror-prone religion and threat to peace and normalcy.
Many western scholars have already recognized that Islam is the religion of peace, love, respect and
harmony regardless of religion, race, color, gender, haves and have not. It is the only religion which
advocates the human rights. Islam compels its followers to love and care not only for human beings
but also animal, birds even everything in the world. The teachings of Islam are an open secret across
the world. Scholarship across the world respects Islam because of its peaceful mission to unite the
world. It declares the peace as bedrock of Islam.
Since media representation of Islam has changed drastically in the past decade, it is necessary to see
how these representations have shaped public opinion of Islam and Muslims. While a plenty of youths
from universities and colleges who hold prejudiced or racist views about Islam and perceive Muslims
as foreigner and alien to western societies are fueling the notion that Islam is a threat to Western
culture and Muslims do not belong to us.
Islamophobia, fear of Islam and Muslims, has been intensified with the help of media discourses
consist of misconceptions, about Islam and Muslims. The point to consider is that Islam has been
constantly portrayed in media as a violence-prone religion that is diametrically opposed to the West.
Muslims identity and their concerns are increasingly being defined in term of an oppositional dialectic
that pits Islam and Muslims against the rest of the world.
The real face of Islam is being distorted through mediated and fabricated discourses in the west and
its menifestations can easily be observed through the content of this monthly compendium, that shows
how negatively Islam and Muslims portrayed by the western media reports viraled in April and May
2017, across the world.
In the current millennium because of media’s negative portrayal of Islam and Muslims, it has become
difficult not only for muslims but other minority groups to survive with their identity. It appears that
Media has legitimated provocation against Islam or Muslims openly. In the western societies Muslims
are being mentally and physically assaulted under the umbrella of so called freedom of expression. A
couple of weeks ago in an event provided a contrast to a campus speech by Milo Yiannopoulos, a
right-wing provocateur who has said Muslims are prone to "gang rape." His Spanos Theatre speech
drew a crowd of about 500, as well as protests outside.
Abdur-Rahmann shared myths about Islamic faith and religion developed and spread by media such
as ‘Islamic faith is inferior to American values’, ‘Islamic religion is one of hate’, ‘Muslim men beat
and rape their wives’, ‘hijab is an illustration of oppression, ‘Muslims weren't present when the civil
rights movement occurred’, and above all Muslim students are constantly being harassed, spit on,
verbally abused, pushed, shoved, their hijabs are being pulled," he said, calling it a "serious problem
probably in every public school in the country."
Page | 11

Summary Analysis of the European Media Contents
Against Islam and Muslims (April & May 2017)
After the incident of 9/11, the religion of Islam and its followers Muslims are being portrayed as negative in
the Western media. Muslims are much concerned about their portraying of negative stereotypes in the Western
media. As a research centre of the Public-Sector University in the capital of Islamic Republic of Pakistan,
CRIGM (Centre for Research on Islam and Global Media) aims to become a voice of these Muslims by
highlighting the negative image of Islam and Muslims that is being shown in the Western media. Due to this,
the Muslims are also experiencing the issues of anti-Islamic rhetoric, hate crimes, religious discrimination,
shouting on Muslim hijab girls etc. in the countries of Europe as well. So the CRIGM tried to find out the
Islamophobic discourses in the European newspapers. The published material in the European newspapers of
the months of March 2017 have been collected and analyzed for this purpose. The news stories, features,
columns etc. were analyzed by matching the indicators of Islamophobia.
The Islamophobic terms that have been found in European print media like anti-Islam party, to ban the Koran,
stop Muslim immigration, anti-Muslim PEGIDA movement, anti-Muslim sentiment, protecting the nation from
foreign terrorist entry, 'terrorist' and 'terrorism' referring to the 'Arab' population, Palestinians who nonviolently protest the occupation are portrayed as violent individuals who terrorise Israeli Jews, Islamic
extremists, rising Islamophobia in Europe, EU should defend itself from a looming "invasion of Muslim
migration."
The Islamophobic content has been highlighted by using the bold and underlined options to make it prominent
for the readers. The National (Scotland) on March 15, 2017, published the story i.e. INDEPENDENCE
campaigning has empowered some young Muslims to take part in politics - but Islamophobia keeps others
from participating, a report has found. In a specialist study revealed today, Scots Muslims aged 15-28 told
researchers the 2014 campaign encouraged them to get involved in politics. The report found young Muslims
feel a "general suspicion" of them in the UK has created a "difficult climate" in which to express political
opinion for fear of being misconstrued, while women said the reinforcement of gender stereotypes was holding
them back.
On barriers to participation, one interviewee said vocal young Muslims "are going to be blamed for something",
while teenager Anna said becoming a public figure like Tasmina Ahmed-Sheikh MP or Transport Secretary
Humza Yousaf could attract "a lot of hate", adding: "I feel like I can't voice me opinion. I am too scared of the
reaction I am going to get." Colleague Peter Hopkins said: "Islamophobia and negative representation in the
media is damaging their confidence to play a much more visible role in society.
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Highlights of Negative Contents from US Media (April & May 2017)
1. China has released new restrictions on the naming of children in the far western and mostly
Muslim region of Xinjiang, banning ethnic minority Uighur parents from naming their
newborns "Muhammad" or names that authorities say have "extremely religious" meanings
Analysts, however, say the hardline approach towards Muslims is not only fueling opposition
in Xinjiang, but also stirring ethnic hatred nationwide.
Local governments recently rolled out a list of banned ethnic minority names that forbids
dozens of religious names, such as "Jihad," "Medina" and even "Yultuzay," a reference to the
star and moon symbol of the Islamic faith.
On April 1, a new set of rules was implemented along with the ban. Those rules also prohibit
so-called "abnormal" beards, the wearing of veils in public places and the refusal to watch
state television.( Voice of America News, April 26, 2017).
2. HIGHLIGHT: Muslim students explore the Bekal Fort in Kerala, a southern state in India. A
rise in extremism there has raised alarms.Enrico Fabian/for The Washington Post
The aspiring jihadis began leaving here quietly in May, slipping away in twos and threes to
avoid suspicion.
By the time their relatives realized they were missing, five families - some with small children
had left their comfortable bungalows and jobs as doctors and businessmen to make the
perilous journey to Islamic State-controlled territory in Afghanistan.
Two of the Keralites have been killed by drones in Nangarhar, including one as recently as
April 11, family members say. Then, on April 13, American forces dropped a Massive
Ordnance Air Blast bomb on a cave complex where militant commanders were believed to be
hiding.
In the ensuing devastation, 13 Indian nationals were among the 94 who died, Afghan
authorities say, but whether any of the Indian victims were from the Kerala cell has not been
determined. Families have hope - a voice message one son sent to his father this week said
they had all survived.
An estimated 100 Indians have left to fight for the Islamic State in Syria, Iraq and elsewhere,
according to Ajai Sahni, the executive director of the Institute for Conflict Management in
New Delhi, a fraction of the foreign fighters who have taken up the cause in the past two years.
The terrorist group is considered to be less of a threat to India than other terrorist organizations
based in neighboring Pakistan such as Lashkar-e-Taiba, the group responsible for the siege of
Mumbai in 2008, according to Sahni.
In Padanna, Hamza's sons and others began attending Quran classes at a school organized by
Abdul Rashid Abdullah, 30, an engineer who had left a private sector job to teach. Abdullah
had embraced a strict form of Islam called Salafism after the death of his first child, according
to Alok Mittal, the inspector general of India's National Investigation Agency.
In the months before they disappeared, the brothers - studious Ijas Abdul Rahman, 34, a
doctor, and his more outgoing younger brother Shiyas Abdul Rahman, 26 - grew more devout,
relatives say. They stopped going to movies and deleted fami
Shiyas and his family departed first, telling his parents they were moving to a nearby city to
pursue religious studies. Then, a few weeks later, Ijas and his family left as well, saying that
he had gotten a job in a hospital in the Lakshadweep Islands.
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3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

Authorities eventually pieced together information that five families had left the district to
join the Islamic State and were given weapons and religious training when they arrived in
Afghanistan, Mittal said. (The Baltimore Sun, April 30, 2017).
Former NASA doctor says he was detained because of his Muslim name
"I have a Muslim name, and I was born in Egypt," said Ahmed, 68. "That was enough for
them to start harassing me."
That includes the son of legendary boxer Muhammad Ali, who was detained for more than 90
minutes at Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport in February and questioned about
his religion when returning from a trip to Jamaica.( Orlando Sentinel (Florida) April 30,
2017).
I first saw it in 2008 when a group of Muslims wanted to build a mosque in White City near
a small housing subdivision. I saw it again in 2013 when Muslims wanted to start a cemetery
on Midway Road to serve their religious needs. We saw it a third time in 2016 when a
motorcycle "patriot cruise" roared round and round the block in an effort at intimidation
shortly before an ultimate act of hatred caused that house of worship to partially burn down.
Last week's Port St. Lucie City Council saw religious intolerance rise to the surface again like
an ugly scum. A small group of haters were spouting vile, bogus claims about Islam, all
because of an internet rumor that someone wanted to put a mosque in a tiny shopping center
off Gatlin Boulevard.
In fact, the agent in charge of selling the building said an offer from a Muslim group had been
rejected months ago.
Note, it wasn't neighbors on nearby Bougainvillea Avenue who raised any objections. It was
folks who live nowhere near the strip center.
Paranoia raised its head when an objector announced "they're training to kill us. This mosque
is just the tip of the iceberg."( Press Journal (Vero Beach, Florida) April 30, 2017).
Islam has a bad reputation in the western world. Many people distrust us because they do not
understand us. People assume there is a bomb under my hijab because the media labeled me
as a terrorist. This image has been perpetuated in media sources, yet they willfully ignore the
whole truth that terrorism is politics, not faith.(Rockford Register Star (Illinois) April 29,
2017).
Saturday's event provided a contrast to a campus speech in January by Milo Yiannopoulos, a
right-wing provocateur who has said Muslims are prone to "gang rape." His Spanos Theatre
speech drew a crowd of about 500, as well as protests outside.( The San Luis Obispo Tribune
(California) April 29, 2017).
Abdur-Rahmann shared myths about Islamic faith and religion. Some included: (1) Islamic
faith is inferior to American values; (2) Islamic religion is one of hate; and (3) Muslims weren't
present when the civil rights movement occurred. (The Mississippi Link, April 27, 2017).
"Muslim students are constantly being harassed, spit on, verbally abused, pushed, shoved,
their hijabs are being pulled," he said, calling it a "serious problem probably in every public
school in the country." (The Northwest Herald (Crystal Lake, Illinois) April 26, 2017).
Jaber was arrested on Friday for a video he posted to Facebook Live outside a Sioux Falls
hotel April 9. In the video he holds up a Quran inside an anti-Islam speaking event and later
flashes several firearms from inside his car Argus Leader (Sioux Falls, South Dakota) April
25, 2017).
More than 700 people are expected to turn out for the sixth annual event hosted by the
California chapter of the Council on American-Islamic Relations. Organizers expect higher
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engagement within the Muslim community than past years largely due to President Donald
Trump. (Sacramento Bee, April 24, 2017)
10. Paris France's established parties are rallying around the man who helped shut them out of the
presidential runoff, maverick centrist Emmanuel Macron -- an alliance of convenience aimed
at keeping far-right Marine Le Pen out of the Elysee Palace.( The Salt Lake Tribune, April 24,
2017)
11. In an April 11 Brookings Institution report titled "Is the Muslim Brotherhood a terrorist
organization?" senior fellow Shadi Hamid states that the Trump administration's proposed
designation of the Muslim Brotherhood as a terrorist group "could have significant
consequences for the U.S., the Middle East, and the world."( The Washington Times, 24 April
2017)
12. Trump's solid basis of support is relatively homogeneous. It is fed up with foreigners, with
foreign entanglements and with the political class as a whole. Its worst temptation is
dehumanization -- reducing migrants, refugees and Muslims to threatening types. (Winona
Daily News, April 24, 2017)
13. WASHINGTON - A federal judge on Friday seemed reluctant to issue another nationwide
injunction against President Donald Trump's revised travel ban, saying two courts already
have halted the bid to stop immigration from six predominantly Muslim counties. (The
Bismarck Tribune, April 23, 2017)
14. President Trump`s attempts to impose a ban on travelers from half a dozen Muslim-majority
nations have been stymied by federal judges, highlighting the power of the courts to act as a
lever against executive power. Tonight, we talk with a prominent and controversial judge on
the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals, Alex Kozinski, a conservative appointed by President
Reagan.( CBS News Transcripts, April 23, 2017)
15. One political hack was hit with a $1,100 penalty and given three points on his license after a
passenger complained that he went on a racist tirade during a Nov. 30 ride to Kennedy Airport,
ranting that "the traffic is the fault of f-----g Africans and Muslims and that Trump is great for
this country." (Daily News, April 23, 2017)
16. A recent article from The New York Times cited a report by the American Association of
Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers that found nearly 40 percent of American
universities have seen a decrease in international applications since Trump's travel ban -- an
executive order prohibiting nationals of six Muslim-majority countries from entering the
United States. (The Daily Pennsylvanian: University of Pennsylvania, April 23, 2017)
17. "The travel ban is only a negative at this point," said Michael Bellisario, an analyst for the
investment bank Robert W. Baird & Co. "It hurts travel, regardless of whether we're talking
about one of the six banned countries or not," he said, referring to the second, revised entry
ban. (Dayton Daily News, April 23, 2017)
18. Images of crowds of desperate refugees -- and of the extreme violence they had faced at home
-- were used by politicians to fuel fears of Islam, and of Muslims. That lifted far-right
European parties already riding on resentment of immigrants, from Finland to Hungary. (The
New York Times,April 23, 2017)
19. In response, Trump tweeted out - "SEE YOU IN COURT, THE SECURITY OF OUR
NATION IS AT STAKE!" - which comes across highly unprofessional. Imagine if Obama
did this every single time Congress blocked a bill during his administration? It is absurd. (The
Seahawk: University of North Carolina Wilmington, April 23, 2017)
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20. He proposed a religious test on immigration, promised to "open up" U.S. libel laws and
revoked press credentials of critical reporters. He called for killing family members of
terrorists, said he would do "a hell of a lot worse than waterboarding" terrorism suspects and
suggested that a U.S.-born federal judge of Mexican heritage couldn't be neutral because of
his ethnicity. He whipped up animosity against Muslims and immigrants from Mexico,
branding the latter as "rapists."(The Washington Post, April 23, 2017)
21. Ehab Abdulmutta Jaber, 45, was arrested Friday and charged with one count of terrorist threat,
despite an earlier indication from Sioux Falls police that the man would face no charges.
(Argus Leader, April 22, 2017)
22. Case in point, what he`s been saying about terrorism. Some in law enforcement say his
comments linking Islam and terror may be inspiring extremist groups and scaring MuslimAmericans from cooperating with police. (NBC News, April 22, 2017)
23. Barely a week ago, with her poll numbers sagging, Ms. Le Pen tried to rally her base with a
raw appeal against Muslims and immigrants. It was unclear if her gambit was resonating. Now
she and other candidates are jockeying to position themselves as tough on terror, amid
revelations that Mr. Cheurfi, like several attackers before him, had been on the authorities'
radar. (The New York Times, April 22, 2017)
24. "The veil has been pulled away," said Michael German, a former FBI agent who is now a
fellow at the Brennan Center for Justice in New York. "The program has been discriminatory
from the beginning."( Star Tribune, April 22, 2017)
25. Trump's solid basis of support is with foreigners, with foreign entanglements and with the
political class as a whole. Its worst temptation is dehumanization -reducing migrants, refugees
and Muslims to threatening types. (Capital Journal, April 21, 2017)
26. In July 2016, Khizr Khan gave one of the most memorable speeches on the last night of the
Democratic National Convention when the Gold Star, Muslim-American father pulled a
pocket Constitution from his jacket and offered to lend it to then-presidential candidate
Donald Trump. (The Chronicle, April 21, 2017)
27. Since President Trump took office, members of the Arab and Muslim community have
justifiably felt under attack. On the campaign trail, then-candidate Trump called for a "total
and complete shutdown of Muslims entering the United States until our country's
representatives can figure out what is going on." (Congressional Documents and Publications,
April 21, 2017)
28. The measure targets Muslims and Jews because it could give clout to those seeking to outlaw
a Jewish male circumcision ceremony called a brit milah, Moss says. It also "perpetuates
xenophobia and Islamophobia," Abdullah said. (The Detroit News, April 21, 2017)
29. Our country is becoming more and more "majority-minority" (a term that shows how slow
white vocabulary is to develop-the term really means a non-white majority), which means we
have to become more truthful about our language. If you think that America has a "white"
culture, then you are a white supremacist. If you think we have more in common "culturally"
with Europe than Africa then you need to figure out who the "we" is. White Americans should
not assume that just because their American community is similar to European culture, that
all of "real" America is. (The Lawrentian: Lawrence University, April 21, 2017)
30. "Instead of having communities where we trust people, we've become so suspicious of others
who look different," she said. "That's not a healthy trend, if we live in constant fear." (The
Plainsman: Auburn University, April 21, 2017)
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31. "Instead of having communities where we trust people, we've become so suspicious of others
who look different," she said. "That's not a healthy trend, if we live in constant fear." (The
Plainsman: Auburn University, April 21, 2017)
32. "It was unfair to the Greene County residents to have been presented a fear-inducing, onesided view of Islam - especially without any Muslims at the table," Khan said. "I personally
felt unsafe and fearful of a place I was supposed to call home after hearing comments from
the attendees at the [November] event."(The Roanoke Times, April 21, 2017)
33. They say they often feel discrimination on multiple fronts: for being black, for being Muslim
and for being black and Muslim among a population of immigrant Muslims. (Chicago
Tribune, April 20, 2017)
34. "Black Muslims often face a two-front challenge, both within the community and the larger
American society," said Noor, who worked for Take on Hate, a campaign challenging
discrimination against Arabs and Muslims. "You can never be too sure if assaults or microaggressions are coming because you're black, Muslim, or both." (The Roanoke Times, April
21, 2017)
35. John Adams offered a cautionary statement: "Our Constitution was made only for a moral and
religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other." Benjamin Franklin
wrote: "We have been assured, sir, in the sacred writings, that 'except the Lord build the house
they labor in vain that build it.'"( Daily News-Record, April 20, 2017)
36. "You're not allowed to give names with a strong religious flavor, such as Jihad or names like
that,' the official said. "The most important thing here is the connotations of the name ... [it
mustn't have] connotations of holy war or of splittism [Xinjiang independence]."( Federal
Government Documents and Publications, April 20, 2017)
37. The city's official marketing organization New York City & Company said that the city could
lose as much as $1.4 billion in economic activity thanks to President Donald Trump's
executive orders barring entry to people from Muslim-majority countries and his other
immigration policies. (New York Observer, April 20, 2017)
38. Gianaris discussed a bill he has introduced regarding President Donald Trump's currently
halted travel ban for seven Muslim-majority nations. His bill would prevent Port Authority
personnel from assisting in the deportation of any immigrant, regardless of citizenship.
(Queens Tribune, April 20, 2017)
39. EASTON - He has called Barack Obama gay, said Islam is destroying the world and mocked
a Gate House Media newspaper. Now, he will help decide the next town administrator.
(Taunton Daily Gazette, April 20, 2017 Thursday)
40. One of the hallmarks of the 2016 presidential campaign was Donald Trump's insistence on
being honest about the threat of "radical Islamic terrorism." It's a phrase that President Obama
refused to speak, preferring the euphemism "violent extremism." Hillary Clinton muttered the
taboo expression half-heartedly only after Mr. Trump shamed her into it. Actually, I reject the
term "radical Islamic terrorism," as it implies there is some "moderate" form of Islamic
terrorism. There isn't. (The Washington Times, 19 April 2017)
41. University officials across Michigan weren't shy about criticizing President Donald Trump's
now blocked travel ban targeting seven predominately Muslim nations, saying the move left
international students feeling threatened and unwelcome. (Bay City Times, April 18, 2017)
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42. U.S. attorneys revealed during a bond hearing in Corpus Christi shortly after his March 4
arrest that Marq Vincent Perez was a suspect to the Jan. 28 burglary and fire that destroyed
the Victoria Islamic Center. The lawyers described it as a hate crime and presented messages
and witness testimony that described Perez as hating Muslims and suspecting Victoria
Muslims were tied to terrorist organizations. (Corpus Christi Caller-Times, April 18, 2017)
43. "I've never heard of such a thing," said Lt. Richard Goodwin of the University Police
Department. "I've heard of vandals scratching mirrors, painting mirrors . . . but to go in and
just break a bunch of mirrors? I don't get it."(California State University - Long Beach, April
18, 2017)
44. University officials across Michigan weren't shy about criticizing President Donald Trump's
now blocked travel ban targeting seven predominately Muslim nations, saying the move left
international students feeling threatened and unwelcome.( Grand Rapid Press, April 18, 2017)
45. In 2014, when then-state Rep. Frank Artiles was running for reelection in Miami-Dade
County, someone secretly recorded him at a polling place -- and caught him using a slur for
Arabs or Muslims: "hajis." (The Miami Herald, April 18, 2017)
46. Women afraid to go out in public. College students struggling in school. Employees feeling
unsafe on the job. People of all walks of life experiencing anxiety, depression and posttraumatic stress disorder. (The New York Times, April 18, 2017)
47. "How do we tell the story of Islamophobia, ... and how do we tell the story of Trumpism?"
asked Nancy Khalek, associate professor of religious studies, as she opened her talk, "Islam,
Islamophobia, and Teaching 'Difficult Subjects' in the Age of Trumpism" Monday afternoon
in the Joukowsky Forum at the Watson Institute for International and Public Affairs (The
Brown Daily Herald: Brown University, April 17, 2017)
48. Following Friday services here, several Greene County Muslims said they're worried about
increased racism and immigration troubles now that Donald Trump is president. (Plain
Dealer, April 17, 2017)
49. Making matters worse, in a city with an estimated 270,000 Muslims, he blames the state's
drive to collect unpaid taxes on a "Muslim guy." (Daily News, April 16, 2017)
50. Was Islam hijacked by extremists or were Muslims themselves in the grip of an evil ideology?
(The Scarlet and Black, April 14, 2017)
51. Changing history books to accommodate Muslims is a creeping Sharia. Ban Sharia and insist
on our Constitution. (FLORIDA TODAY , April 10, 2017)
52. Soon a pig's head was buried in the ground at the future Nangang mosque. (The Salt Lake
Tribune, April 10, 2017)
53. Dozens of residents hoisted banners and circled the planned building site. (The Salt Lake
Tribune, April 10, 2017)
54. Mosque's imam received a text message carrying a death threat: "In case someone in your
family dies, I have a coffin for you -- and more than one, if necessary. (The Salt Lake Tribune,
April 10, 2017)
55. Muslim men beat and rape their wives," and that the hijab is an illustration of oppression. (The
South End: Wayne State University, April 15, 2017)
56. He shared a Nike "Just Do It" poster of a Muslim woman wearing a hijab that had an asterisk
with, "If your husband lets you. (Easton Journal, April 14, 2017)
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57. The Council on American-Islamic Relations documented a 500% increase of anti-Muslim
hate crime in Florida. (The Famuan: Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University, April
14, 2017)
58. A teeming multicultural metropolis of 8.7 million people, with a Muslim mayor, where some
native Britons no longer feel at home. (The New York Times, April 14, 2017)
59. Will London fall London is over run by Arabs. (The New York Times, April 14, 2017)
60. Two bills are making their way through the Israeli Parliament to silence the call to prayer
before 7 a.m. and lower the volume at other times. (NPR All Things Considered, April 14,
2017)
61. We heard from the Quran that advocates for our very demise and that's brought into this
chamber as a prayer to open this session. (Delaware State News, April 13, 2017)
62. I fought for this country not to be damned by someone that comes here and prays to their God
for our demise. (Delaware State News, April 13, 2017)
63. Muslims are always, according to Islamophobia, a source of violence, a source of threat to our
lifestyle, to our society. (The Mesa Press: April 13, 2017)
64. There was an individual telling her to take her scarf off, ripped it off and started beating her
up. (The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, April 13, 2017)
65. A car pulled up alongside her on S. 13th St. near W. Layton Ave. and a man got out,
demanding she take off her hijab, or head scarf. (The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, April 13,
2017)
66. The man pulled her to the ground where he stomped on her head before he drew a knife and
slashed at her clothing. (The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, April 13, 2017)
67. they hate Muslims and this is what they have been told from the highest levels of power. (The
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, April 13, 2017)
68. organizations promoting anti-Muslim messages shows their doubling in size and influence
from 2001 to 2008. (Indiana Daily Student: April 11, 2017)
69. fear of Sharia law superseding the United States constitution invoked anti-Sharia legislation
in 50 states. (Indiana Daily Student: April 11, 2017)
70. A warning to the Muslim American community: Customs officials can, and will, search your
electronics. They'll ask about your social media, your political beliefs, even your religious
beliefs. (The Buffalo News, April 9, 2017)
71. Son of the late boxer Muhammad Ali and his ex-wife were questioned about their Muslim
religion by Homeland Security officials. (The Buffalo News, April 9, 2017)
72. "I worry about my kids. If I want to bring up Muslim kids here, this is just the beginning of
Trump's legacy. (The Buffalo News, April 9, 2017)
73. Muslim women are seen more and more as the aggressor, they are also still seen as being
controlled by Muslim men. (The Mass Media: University of Massachusetts, April 8, 2017)
74. The vast majority of Muslim Americans, 89 percent, are concerned about violence directed at
them and U.S. Muslim institutions. (Torrance Daily Breeze, April 8, 2017)
75. ''As a religion, Islam owes its size and influence to a tradition from Day 1 of forced
conversions through violent means. (The New York Times, May 24, 2017)
76. That fear has led to a rise in anti-Islamic sentimentand hate crimes against Muslims across the
United States and in the metro Denver community. (Centennial Citizen, May 22, 2017)
77. In the metro area, mosques are receiving threatening phone calls. Members report their
children being asked if they carry bombs to school in their backpacks. (Centennial Citizen,
May 22, 2017)
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78. In February, someone threw a rock through a window at the Colorado Muslim Society
mosque. (Centennial Citizen, May 22, 2017)
79. A gang of bikers rode its motorcycles from a local bar to the parking lot of the Metro North
Denver Islamic. (Centennial Citizen, May 22, 2017)
80. Center in Northglenn, revving engines and yelling slurs. (Centennial Citizen, May 22, 2017)
81. Some of the men flipped their middle fingers at security cameras. Women in the group flashed
their breasts.
82. There's a lot of fear of the Islamic faith. (Centennial Citizen, May 22, 2017)
83. Nearly 600 percent increase in hate crimes targeting Muslims between 2014 and 2016.
(Redmond Reporter (Washington), May 19, 2017)
84. Incidents of harassment or questioning by FBI agents more than doubled between 2014 and
2016, reaching 334 reported incidents last year. (Redmond Reporter (Washington), May 19,
2017)
85. Following Trump's election last November, around 30 mosques across the U.S. were sent
letters saying the then president-elect would "cleanse America and make it shine" before
threatening genocide against Muslims. (Redmond Reporter (Washington), May 19, 2017)
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Highlights from the European Newspapers’ Stories
86. ALLAHU AKBAR... LET'S BEHEAD A SCREW, A JAILED jihadi was put in segregation
for plotting to behead prison guards - but a judge has ruled that the move breached his human
rights.
Nadir Syed, 24, was placed in isolation at the top-security Woodhill jail after he led other
Muslim inmates in chanting Allahu Akbar' (God is Great'), banging on cell doors and
threatening to decapitate warders.
On the morning of January 7, 2016, there were reports that the claimant was part of a group
of prisoners who were hitting cell doors, stating that officers oppressed Muslims, shouting
Allahu Akbar and uttering threats of beheading,' according to the High Court judgment.(
MAIL ON SUNDAY (London) April 23, 2017)
87. Muslims in Ireland: a growing community that's keen for more integration
Woodlock converted before 9/11 - and she says that infamous terrorist attack changed the
conversation about Muslims. "There's fear there, particularly when non-Muslim people think
of sharia law as purely about horrific punishment. But sharia is a way of living that most
Muslims see as a positive thing, and they are appalled by the idea of beheadings and
amputations - and the way certain countries like Saudi Arabia have used sharia to justify their
own laws that contravene human rights."( Irish Independent, April 22, 2017).
88. Stockholm terrorist attack puts a chokasylum-welcoming Sweden's limits of tolerance chokehold on
HOURS after the truck attack that killed four people in the heart of Stockholm, Muslim taxi
driver Abdi Dahir found himself in a suffocating choke-hold from a man sitting in the back
seat.
Struggling to breathe, Mr Dahir, who moved to Sweden from Somalia as a child, felt he could
die too, at the hands of an angry passenger who blamed the country's openness to Muslim
immigrants for the attack that afternoon.
"We have done everything for everyone, we have given them mosques, we have given them
everything but they kill our own people. Then we'll kill them," the man growled at Mr Dahir
before grabbing him around the neck, according to an audio recording of the assault.
It is also bracing for rising intolerance and hate crimes.
"I'm quite worried about the political climate," said Mohamed Nuur (25), a local politician
from the ruling Social Democrat party which represents constituents in Rinkeby, a sprawling
area of apartment blocks largely built for workers in Sweden's progressive heyday of the late
1960s. It is part of a belt of heavily immigrant neighbourhoods that ring Stockholm. Drab
terrace houses line streets where shops advertise halal products in both Arabic and Swedish.
Many women there wear head scarves when they go out.
"We already see manipulated images spread by Nazis and others who want to spread hateful
messages," Mr Nuur, a Muslim of Somali decent, said.
"I will try to prove to Swedes that all people who have black hair are not Muslim and that all
Muslims are not terrorists. We have been suffering the very same problem in our own
countries," he said. "That is why we are here."( Irish Independent, April 13, 2017).
At attack in London puts Birmingham's Muslims in the spotlight; Birmingham's Muslims
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On the Coventry Road in Small Heath, a mainly-Muslim neighbourhood of Birmingham, there
is a large mural of Muhammad Ali. Beside it is painted one of the late boxer's quotations:
"The word 'Islam' means Peace. The word 'Muslim' means the one who surrenders to God.
But the press make us seem like haters."( The Economist, April 1, 2017).
89. Mayday for Turkish Airlines' "super-connector" strategy
Turkish Airlines looks likely to be one of the airlines worst affected by the US government's
imposition in March of a selective ban on carrying on board laptops and tablets, an anti-terror
measure quickly also adopted by the UK.
Citing undisclosed intelligence that terrorist groups want to smuggle explosive devices in
electronic gadgets, the US introduced restrictions applying to direct flights to America
originating from 10 airports in eight Muslim-majority countries, including the United Arab
Emirates, Qatar and Turkey.( Intellinews - Turkey Sectors and Companies Today, April 7,
2017).
90. THE ELECTION THAT COULD SINK THE EU
Rocked by terror, France votes tomorrow with the extraordinary possibility that an antiMuslim fascist and a Maoist who wants 100% wealth taxes could be the two winners. And,
oh yes, both want Frexit
After 238 deaths at the hands of jihadi terrorists in just two years, France was coming to terms
with yet another one yesterday. But might Thursday night's Paris slaughter of a French
policeman by a previously convicted Islamist gunman also go down as an historic turning
point?
A multicultural society is a multiconflict society,' Mme Le Pen declares. Multiculturalism is
the weapon of Islamic fundamentalists, permitted by useful idiots in the name of tolerance.'
She then tells the crowd a whopper about Britain being in the grip of Sharia law and says that,
if elected, she will compel Muslim imams to deliver their sermons in French.( DAILY MAIL
(London), April 22, 2017).
91. DANGEROUS EXTREMISTS TO BE LOCKED UP IN JIHADI JAIL' PRISON WINGS
DANGEROUS jihadists will be locked up in prisons within prisons' to stop them
brainwashing vulnerable inmates.
Up to 28 Muslim extremists will be caged in specialist separation centres' in a drive to tackle
the growing problem of radicalisation behind bars.
The move, to be announced by ministers today, will prevent them preying on other convicts.
Islamist terrorists, hate preachers and criminals radicalised behind bars will be held in the
wings at three jails.
Until now Islamist terrorists have been dispersed around the prison system in the same way
that IRA terrorists convicted on the mainland were in the past.( DAILY MAIL (London) April
21, 2017).
92. Europe's top rabbi calls for solidarity with Muslims: Passover message says extremism gives
religions 'common cause'
"In general what we see is a reaction to immigration from the Middle East which has brought
millions of Muslims to Europe. Europe is now engaging in anti-immigration measures and
[dealing with] the fear of Islamic terrorism. But instead of engaging with the problems, there
is a strong attack against minority religions in general. "We [Jews and Muslims] definitely
have a common cause in fighting for religious freedoms."
Goldschmidt cited calls to close mosques, ban methods of ritual slaughter in the production
of halal and kosher meat, outlaw circumcision - practised by Jews and Muslims - and last
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month's European court of justice ruling that employers could ban workers from wearing
religious symbols or clothing.( The Observer (London) April 9, 2017).
93. Home truths from Malala
The facts are as follows: a 100-strong mob of students and others at the Abdul Wali Khan
University in Mardan, Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, dragged him out from his dormitory, "beat him
to a pulp", shot him dead but "continued to pound the boy's lifeless body with sticks".
At [Mashal Khan]'s funeral, the imam at the local mosque refused to lead the last rites,
according to Swabi resident Salman Ahmed. A technician who was asked to do so in the
cleric's place was confronted by several people afterwards. Mashal has since been buried.
Malala lamented that some Pakistanis had forgotten Islam's message of peace. "This was not
just the funeral of Mashal Khan, it was the funeral of the message of our religion Islam."
"First they killed my son and now they are adding salt to our wounds," he said. At the end of
the video message, she urged state institutions and political parties in Pakistan to shun their
silence, take a stand and bring justice to Mashal and his family.( Eastern Eye, April 21, 2017).
94. THE SMILE THAT TRUMPED HATE
The potent image of [Khan] attracted worldwide attention and was widely shared, including
by Birmingham Yardley MP Jess Phillips who wrote on Twitter: "Who looks like they have
power here, the real Brummy on the leftor the EDL who migrated for the day to our city and
failed to assimilate."
She said: "They were saying: 'You're not English,' 'This is a Christian country, not your
country,' and 'Go back to where you came from.' I was alarmed and worried for my safety."
Writing on Facebook, EDL leader [Ian Crossland] described Khan as a "dirty unwashed
leftwing scrubber".
THE powerful photograph of a defiant young woman standing tall and smiling at the leader
of the far-right English Defence League (EDL) group has become a powerful symbol of
communities uniting against hate, Birmingham MP Khalid Mahmood has said.
It was an image which went viral overnight last weekend, showing Saffiyah Khan calmly
starring at Ian Crossland after a group of protesters surrounded a Muslim woman in a hijab
and began shouting abuse at her during a rally in the city on Saturday (8).
Khan from Birmingham, who is of Pakistani and Bosnian descent, said she was not scared in
the slightest and didn't like seeing people getting "ganged up on" in her town.( Eastern Eye,
April 14, 2017).
95. Right-wing radio host jailed for 'Islamophobic' trolling of anti-racism campaigner
A right-wing radio host who trolled an anti-hate crime campaigner with "Islamophobic"
tweets and emails has been jailed for 12 weeks. Timothy Burton, 64, branded Islam a
"backwards, misogynistic, seventh-century" ideology in a series of emails to Tell Mama
founder Fiyaz Mughal OBE between 4 April and 26 April 2016.
Burton also sent Mr Mughal links to far-right blogs containing "vile slurs" against Muslims
including a petition called "renounce, reform, or get the hell out of my country". The radio
presenter for the anti-immigration group Liberty GB was convicted of one count of religiously
aggravated harassment in March following a week-long trial at Southwark Crown Court.
Burton, who says he has resigned from the group following his conviction, had denied the
charge and claimed he was exercising his right to free speech. He said he insulted Mr Mughal
after reading articles suggesting Tell Mama had exaggerated figures about anti-Muslim
incidents.( The Independent - Daily Edition, April 29, 2017).
96. Nuttall: Burqa ban will be law in 10 years' time
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UKIP leader Paul Nuttall has insisted history will prove him right over his proposal to ban
full face coverings such as the burqa.
And he predicted that a ban could be UK law within a decade.
"If you look at the statistics, for example, regarding the economic inactivity of Muslim
women, its 58% nationally. I think it's 70% for Pakistani and Bangladeshi women in the West
Midlands.
"So in effect they are being cut off in many ways from employment opportunities, by not
being willing to show their faces.( The Journal (Newcastle, UK) April 29, 2017).
97. China bans Islamic baby names in Muslim province
Chinese authorities have banned Islamic baby names in the country's largest Muslim province
as part of a crackdown on alleged "extremism" that monitors say restricts fundamental rights.
A document entitled Naming Rules for Ethnic Minorities prohibits names used by Muslim
parents around the world including Imam, Hajj, Islam, Quran, Saddam, Medina and Islam,
Radio Free Asia (RFA) reported.
It applies to the Muslim-majority province of Xinjiang, where the Communist Party has been
imposing ever tighter restrictions on religion in what it claims is a battle against "extremism",
amid a separatist uprising by Uyghur rebels. Any babies with "overly religious" names will
be barred from the hukou household registration system governing access to healthcare and
education, a police official in the regional capital of Urumqi told RFA, which was founded by
the US government and advances its foreign policy.
"You're not allowed to give names with a strong religious flavour, such as Jihad or names like
that," he added. "The most important thing here is the connotations of the name... [It mustn't
have] connotations of holy war or of separatism."( The Independent - Daily Edition, April 26,
2017).
98. Ukip insists beekeepers will be exempt from ban on 'face-coverings'
Ukip has insisted beekeepers will be exempt from a controversial proposal to ban the "wearing
of face coverings" in public places in Britain. It came as the party unveiled a string of
predominantly Islam-focused policies yesterday as part of Paul Nuttall's "integration agenda"
platform for the general election in six weeks' time.
But when quizzed on the party's proposal to "pass a law against the wearing of face coverings
in public places" and whether it would apply to beekeepers, the party's deputy leader Peter
Whittle said it was a "ridiculous" suggestion and confirmed it would be focused on the burqa.
"Face coverings are a deliberate barrier to integration and, in many contexts, a security risk
too. The time has come to outlaw them. People should show their face in a public place," the
party's literature on face coverings adds.( The Independent - Daily Edition, April 25, 2017).
99. Shame on those who preach intolerance in the name of Christianity; All across the continent,
compassion has run dry as the right ignores the Gospel lessons
Hungary's reworked constitution now includes "the role of Christianity in preserving
nationhood" and he has stated he must protect his country's borders from mainly Muslim
migrants "to keep Europe Christian".
In Germany, where Angela Merkel's popularity dropped in a backlash at her generous
immigration policy, the rightwing, openly anti-Muslim AfD party made significant gains
against Merkel's Christian Democrats in local elections last year. It was the Christian
Democrats' worst result and they will be watching nervously to see if there is a repetition in
regional elections in Schleswig-Holstein and North-Rhine Westphalia in May.( The Observer
(London), April 16, 2017).
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100. TOLERANCE THAT CREATED A FEEDING GROUND FOR TERROR
WHEN anti-terror police searched Stockholm for clues about terror suspect Rakhmat Akilov,
they were pelted with stones by hostile gangs of youths.
Officers had entered the suburb of Tensta, home to thousands of migrants from Islamic
countries and increasingly under the stranglehold of strict fundamentalism. It is where
Swedish women say they feel unsafe and, as in other migrant-filled suburbs, street posters
showing female images are often torn down by patrolling groups of male Muslims who scrawl
the word whore' over them.
This is the melting pot where Akilov is thought to have once lived and still had contacts, but
the deep anger at the police's arrival there will not have surprised officers. Tragically, a liberal
country renowned for its generosity for more than half a century to those seeking refuge from
war, poverty or oppression is now paying the price for its tolerance. For many migrants, such
as Akilov, are not assimilating. Instead, they are forming a parallel society where the hatred
of the police, the subjugation of women and the norms of a strict Islamic life are
commonplace.
Describing his week, he said: This is what I've handled from Monday-Friday: rape, rape,
robbery, aggravated assault, rape-assault and rape, extortion, blackmail, assault, violence
against police, threats to police, drug crime, drugs, crime, felony, attempted murder, rape
again, extortion again and ill-treatment.
Suspected perpetrators; Ali Mohammed, Mahmod, Mohammed, Mohammed Ali, again,
again, again Christopher... what is it true? Yes a Swedish name crept in on the edges of a drug
crime.
Mohammed, Mahmod Ali, again and again. Countries representing all the crimes this week:
Iraq, Iraq, Turkey, Syria, Afghanistan, Somalia, Somalia, Syria again, Somalia, unknown,
unknown country, Sweden. Half of the suspects, we can't be sure because they don't have any
valid papers. Which in itself usually means that they're lying about their nationality and
identity.'
He added: Now, we're talking just my municipality. And these crimes take up all our
investigations' capacity.' Inevitably, he was immediately investigated for possible hate crimes
but no action was taken.( DAILY MAIL (London) April 10, 2017).

101. Editor's comment
This is not a new trend, what is worrying is the steep increase in hate crimes against ethnic
minorities which has shot up following the Brexit vote last summer. In total, 34 per cent of
black and Asians witnessed or experienced racial abuse after the referendum, according to a
TUC report.
The Polish community reported attacks against community centres and residents who had
been living in the UK peacefully for decades. The EDL has also seemingly had a resurgence
post-Brexit where members go into towns and intimidate Muslims.
FOLLOWING the horrific terror attack in Westminster last month, home secretary Amber
Rudd announced that the government would continue to monitor hate crimes in a bid to
reassure those who were vulnerable to racist and Islamophobic attacks.( Eastern Eye, April
14, 2017).
102. Sorry, but isn't prison meant to be a place of punishment?
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In Pakistan, Tanveer Ahmed is a hero for his hardline stance on Islam and his passionate
hatred of its enemies. Hundreds gathered recently outside his family's home in Mirpur, in
Pakistan administered Kashmir, for a rally in his honour.
One man in the crowd said: 'Because of what he did, the whole of Pakistan knows who he is',
while a Pakistani cleric echoed his praise, and the general consensus was that Ahmed was
'brave'.
A Facebook page has posted a number of Ahmed's chilling messages, including that 'the
penalty for blasphemers is for their heads to be cut off'.
Disturbing, of course, and not least because Ahmed is a killer: last year he drove 200 miles
from his Bradford home to murder Glasgow shop-owner Asad Shah.
The extremist who slaughtered a proud, hardworking man has become a heroic figure, lauded
for his brutality, by covertly preaching hate from his prison, where he is serving a 27-year
sentence for murder.( Scottish Daily Mail, April 11, 2017).
103. Anti-integration message spread in mosques; Undercover reporter was alarmed at what he
heard from Germany's imams
Constantin Schreiber is Germany's most famous Arab speaker. A 37-year-old television
journalist and news anchor,he shot to fame as presenter of Marhaba (an Arabic greeting used
for "hello"), a series that clocked up millions of viewers from recently arrived asylum seekers
curious about their new home.
After attracting praise for telling the human stories behind Germany's refugee crisis, Schreiber
has now published a controversial new book - Inside Islam, painting a sober picture of Friday
sermons inside 13 German mosques he visited unannounced.
Preparing for his project, Schreiber was surprised at how little German authorities know about
the Muslims in their midst. There are roughly 4.7 million Muslims and 2,300 mosques in
Germany - both are estimates as there are no official figures. Nor is there any official oversight
by German tax authorities of mosque finances, despite concerns over foreign funding.
During his year visiting Arab and Turkish mosques, he soon noticed patterns. All but one
imam had come to Germany from Turkey or the Arab world and, of the two groups, Turkish
imams' sermons were general more political. Before Turkey's looming constitutional
referendum, Schreiber declines to comment on German concerns that Ankara dictates many
sermons' contents.
A common theme on his mosque visits: concerns over too much integration and the loss of
Muslim identity.
Schreiber's mosque visits coincided with a series of major events and reports with links to
Islamist extremism: the Berlin imam who dismissed marital rape in January 2015; the Stuttgart
mosque which, in June 2016, hosted an imam who had previously called for the murder of
Jews; a series of Islamist- linked terror attacks across Europe and in Germany, culminating in
the Berlin Christmas market attack carried out by a Tunisian man with links to the German
capital's self-described "mosque for Islamic State".
Given the scale of calamity carried out by extremists in the name of Islam, Schreiber was
surprised how little these attacks featured in sermons.
A second surprise: the refusal of many translators and Islamic scholars to help him understand
the sermons' more complicated theological contents. One advised him to drop his project,
warning that explaining sermons to readers could "deepen the trenches" between Germany's
Muslim and non-Muslim population.( The Irish Times, April 5, 2017).
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104. A JAILED jihadi was put in segregation for plotting to behead prison guards - but a judge has
ruled that the move breached his human rights.
Nadir Syed, 24, was placed in isolation at the top-security Woodhill jail after he led other
Muslim inmates in chanting Allahu Akbar' (God is Great'), banging on cell doors and
threatening to decapitate warders.
On the morning of January 7, 2016, there were reports that the claimant was part of a group
of prisoners who were hitting cell doors, stating that officers oppressed Muslims, shouting
Allahu Akbar and uttering threats of beheading, (MAIL ON SUNDAY (London) April 23,
2017).
105. Woodlock converted before 9/11 - and she says that infamous terrorist attack changed the
conversation about Muslims. "There's fear there, particularly when non-Muslim people think
of sharia law as purely about horrific punishment. But sharia is a way of living that most
Muslims see as a positive thing, and they are appalled by the idea of beheadings and
amputations - and the way certain countries like Saudi Arabia have used sharia to justify their
own laws that contravene human rights." (Irish Independent, April 22, 2017).
106. HOURS after the truck attack that killed four people in the heart of Stockholm, Muslim taxi
driver Abdi Dahir found himself in a suffocating choke-hold from a man sitting in the back
seat.
Struggling to breathe, Mr Dahir, who moved to Sweden from Somalia as a child, felt he could
die too, at the hands of an angry passenger who blamed the country's openness to Muslim
immigrants for the attack that afternoon.
"We have done everything for everyone, we have given them mosques, we have given them
everything but they kill our own people. Then we'll kill them," the man growled at Mr Dahir
before grabbing him around the neck, according to an audio recording of the assault.
It is also bracing for rising intolerance and hate crimes.
"I'm quite worried about the political climate," said Mohamed Nuur (25), a local politician
from the ruling Social Democrat party which represents constituents in Rinkeby, a sprawling
area of apartment blocks largely
"We already see manipulated images spread by Nazis and others who want to spread hateful
messages," Mr Nuur, a Muslim of Somali decent, said.
"I will try to prove to Swedes that all people who have black hair are not Muslim and that all
Muslims are not terrorists. We have been suffering the very same problem in our own
countries," he said. (Irish Independent, April 13, 2017).
107. On the Coventry Road in Small Heath, a mainly-Muslim neighbourhood of Birmingham, there
is a large mural of Muhammad Ali. Beside it is painted one of the late boxer's quotations:
"The word 'Islam' means Peace. The word 'Muslim' means the one who surrenders to God.
But the press make us seem like haters." (The Economist, April 1, 2017).
108. Turkish Airlines looks likely to be one of the airlines worst affected by the US government's
imposition in March of a selective ban on carrying on board laptops and tablets, an anti-terror
measure quickly also adopted by the UK.
Citing undisclosed intelligence that terrorist groups want to smuggle explosive devices in
electronic gadgets, the US introduced restrictions applying to direct flights to America
originating from 10 airports in eight Muslim-majority countries, including the United Arab
Emirates, Qatar and Turkey. (Intellinews - Turkey Sectors and Companies Today, April 7,
2017).
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109. Rocked by terror, France votes tomorrow with the extraordinary possibility that an antiMuslim fascist and a Maoist who wants 100% wealth taxes could be the two winners. And,
oh yes, both want Frexit
BY ROBERT HARDMAN
After 238 deaths at the hands of jihadi terrorists in just two years, France was coming to terms
with yet another one yesterday. But might Thursday night's Paris slaughter of a French
policeman by a previously convicted Islamist gunman also go down as an historic turning
point?
A multicultural society is a multiconflict society,' Mme Le Pen declares. Multiculturalism is
the weapon of Islamic fundamentalists, permitted by useful idiots in the name of tolerance.'
She then tells the crowd a whopper about Britain being in the grip of Sharia law and says that,
if elected, she will compel Muslim imams to deliver their sermons in French. (DAILY MAIL
(London), April 22, 2017).
110. DANGEROUS jihadists will be locked up in prisons within prisons' to stop them
brainwashing vulnerable inmates.
Up to 28 Muslim extremists will be caged in specialist separation centres' in a drive to tackle
the growing problem of radicalisation behind bars.
The move, to be announced by ministers today, will prevent them preying on other convicts.
Islamist terrorists, hate preachers and criminals radicalised behind bars will be held in the
wings at three jails.
Until now Islamist terrorists have been dispersed around the prison system in the same way
that IRA terrorists convicted on the mainland were in the past. (DAILY MAIL (London),
April 21, 2017).
111. "In general what we see is a reaction to immigration from the Middle East which has brought
millions of Muslims to Europe. Europe is now engaging in anti-immigration measures and
[dealing with] the fear of Islamic terrorism. But instead of engaging with the problems, there
is a strong attack against minority religions in general. "We [Jews and Muslims] definitely
have a common cause in fighting for religious freedoms."
Goldschmidt cited calls to close mosques, ban methods of ritual slaughter in the production
of halal and kosher meat, outlaw circumcision - practised by Jews and Muslims - and last
month's European court of justice ruling that employers could ban workers from wearing
religious symbols or clothing.( The Observer(London), April 9, 2017).
112. The facts are as follows: a 100-strong mob of students and others at the Abdul Wali Khan
University in Mardan, Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, dragged him out from his dormitory, "beat him
to a pulp", shot him dead but "continued to pound the boy's lifeless body with sticks".
At [Mashal Khan]'s funeral, the imam at the local mosque refused to lead the last rites,
according to Swabi resident Salman Ahmed. A technician who was asked to do so in the
cleric's place was confronted by several people afterwards. Mashal has since been buried.
Malala lamented that some Pakistanis had forgotten Islam's message of peace. "This was not
just the funeral of Mashal Khan, it was the funeral of the message of our religion Islam."
"First they killed my son and now they are adding salt to our wounds," he said. At the end of
the video message, she urged state institutions and political parties in Pakistan to shun their
silence, take a stand and bring justice to Mashal and his family.
.
Malala lamented that some Pakistanis had forgotten Islam's message of peace. "This was not
just the funeral of Mashal Khan, it was the funeral of the message of our religion Islam."
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"We have forgotten our values," she said. "We are not representing the true Islam. We talk
about Islamophobia and how people give a bad name to our country and our religion. No one
is giving a bad name to our country or our religion. We are doing that all by ourselves."(
Eastern Eye, April 21, 2017).
113. She said: "They were saying: 'You're not English,' 'This is a Christian country, not your
country,' and 'Go back to where you came from.' I was alarmed and worried for my safety."
Writing on Facebook, EDL leader [Ian Crossland] described Khan as a "dirty unwashed
leftwing scrubber"
THE powerful photograph of a defiant young woman standing tall and smiling at the leader
of the far-right English Defence League (EDL) group has become a powerful symbol of
communities uniting against hate, Birmingham MP Khalid Mahmood has said.
It was an image which went viral overnight last weekend, showing Saffiyah Khan calmly
starring at Ian Crossland after a group of protesters surrounded a Muslim woman in a hijab
and began shouting abuse at her during a rally in the city on Saturday (8).
Khan from Birmingham, who is of Pakistani and Bosnian descent, said she was not scared in
the slightest and didn't like seeing people getting "ganged up on" in her town.
She said: "They were saying: 'You're not English,' 'This is a Christian country, not your
country,' and 'Go back to where you came from.' I was alarmed and worried for my safety."
"I was born and bred in this country, so for these people to be saying these things was very
wrong. There was someone behind me putting an Islamophobic placard above my head and
resting it on my head, and another person was shoving an EDL flag in my face."( Eastern Eye,
April 14, 2017).
114. Timothy Burton, 64, branded Islam a "backwards, misogynistic, seventh-century" ideology in
a series of emails to Tell Mama founder Fiyaz Mughal OBE between 4 April and 26 April
2016.
Burton also sent Mr Mughal links to far-right blogs containing "vile slurs" against Muslims
including a petition called "renounce, reform, or get the hell out of my country".
He said he insulted Mr Mughal after reading articles suggesting Tell Mama had exaggerated
figures about anti-Muslim incidents (The Independent - Daily Edition, April 29, 2017).
115. UKIP leader Paul Nuttall has insisted history will prove him right over his proposal to ban
full face coverings such as the burqa.
And he predicted that a ban could be UK law within a decade.
"If you look at the statistics, for example, regarding the economic inactivity of Muslim
women, its 58% nationally. I think it's 70% for Pakistani and Bangladeshi women in the West
Midlands.
"So in effect they are being cut off in many ways from employment opportunities, by not
being willing to show their faces.( The Journal (Newcastle, UK), April 29, 2017).
116. Chinese authorities have banned Islamic baby names in the country's largest Muslim province
as part of a crackdown on alleged "extremism" that monitors say restricts fundamental rights.
A document entitled Naming Rules for Ethnic Minorities prohibits names used by Muslim
parents around the world including Imam, Hajj, Islam, Quran, Saddam, Medina and Islam,
Radio Free Asia (RFA) reported.
"You're not allowed to give names with a strong religious flavour, such as Jihad or names like
that," he added. "The most important thing here is the connotations of the name... [It mustn't
have] connotations of holy war or of separatism."( The Independent - Daily Edition, April 26,
2017).
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Hungary's reworked constitution now includes "the role of Christianity in preserving
nationhood" and he has stated he must protect his country's borders from mainly Muslim
migrants "to keep Europe Christian".
In Germany, where Angela Merkel's popularity dropped in a backlash at her generous
immigration policy, the rightwing, openly anti-Muslim AfD party made significant gains
against Merkel's Christian Democrats in local elections last year. It was the Christian
Democrats' worst result and they will be watching nervously to see if there is a repetition in
regional elections in Schleswig-Holstein and North-Rhine Westphalia in May. (The Observer
(London), April 16, 2017).
117. WHEN anti-terror police searched Stockholm for clues about terror suspect Rakhmat Akilov,
they were pelted with stones by hostile gangs of youths.
Officers had entered the suburb of Tensta, home to thousands of migrants from Islamic
countries and increasingly under the stranglehold of strict fundamentalism. It is where
Swedish women say they feel unsafe and, as in other migrant-filled suburbs, street posters
showing female images are often torn down by patrolling groups of male Muslims who scrawl
the word whore' over them.
This is the melting pot where Akilov is thought to have once lived and still had contacts, but
the deep anger at the police's arrival there will not have surprised officers. Tragically, a liberal
country renowned for its generosity for more than half a century to those seeking refuge from
war, poverty or oppression is now paying the price for its tolerance. For many migrants, such
as Akilov, are not assimilating. Instead, they are forming a parallel society where the hatred
of the police, the subjugation of women and the norms of a strict Islamic life are
commonplace.
Describing his week, he said: This is what I've handled from Monday-Friday: rape, rape,
robbery, aggravated assault, rape-assault and rape, extortion, blackmail, assault, violence
against police, threats to police, drug crime, drugs, crime, felony, attempted murder, rape
again, extortion again and ill-treatment.
Suspected perpetrators; Ali Mohammed, Mahmod, Mohammed, Mohammed Ali, again,
again, again Christopher... what is it true? Yes a Swedish name crept in on the edges of a drug
crime.
Mohammed, Mahmod Ali, again and again. Countries representing all the crimes this week:
Iraq, Iraq, Turkey, Syria, Afghanistan, Somalia, Somalia, Syria again, Somalia, unknown,
unknown country, Sweden. Half of the suspects, we can't be sure because they don't have any
valid papers. Which in itself usually means that they're lying about their nationality and
identity.'
H e added: Now, we're talking just my municipality. And these crimes take up all our
investigations' capacity.' Inevitably, he was immediately investigated for possible hate crimes
but no action was taken. (DAILY MAIL (London), April 10, 2017).
118. This is not a new trend, what is worrying is the steep increase in hate crimes against ethnic
minorities which has shot up following the Brexit vote last summer. In total, 34 per cent of
black and Asians witnessed or experienced racial abuse after the referendum, according to a
TUC report.
The Polish community reported attacks against community centres and residents who had
been living in the UK peacefully for decades. The EDL has also seemingly had a resurgence
post-Brexit where members go into towns and intimidate Muslims.
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FOLLOWING the horrific terror attack in Westminster last month, home secretary Amber
Rudd announced that the government would continue to monitor hate crimes in a bid to
reassure those who were vulnerable to racist and Islamophobic attacks. (Eastern Eye, April
14, 2017).
119. In Pakistan, Tanveer Ahmed is a hero for his hardline stance on Islam and his passionate
hatred of its enemies. Hundreds gathered recently outside his family's home in Mirpur, in
Pakistan administered Kashmir, for a rally in his honour.
One man in the crowd said: 'Because of what he did, the whole of Pakistan knows who he is',
while a Pakistani cleric echoed his praise, and the general consensus was that Ahmed was
'brave'.
A Facebook page has posted a number of Ahmed's chilling messages, including that 'the
penalty for blasphemers is for their heads to be cut off'.
Disturbing, of course, and not least because Ahmed is a killer: last year he drove 200 miles
from his Bradford home to murder Glasgow shop-owner Asad Shah.
The extremist who slaughtered a proud, hardworking man has become a heroic figure, lauded
for his brutality, by covertly preaching hate from his prison, where he is serving a 27-year
sentence for murder.( Scottish Daily Mail, April 11, 2017).
120. Constantin Schreiber is Germany's most famous Arab speaker. A 37-year-old television
journalist and news anchor,he shot to fame as presenter of Marhaba (an Arabic greeting used
for "hello"), a series that clocked up millions of viewers from recently arrived asylum seekers
curious about their new home.
After attracting praise for telling the human stories behind Germany's refugee crisis, Schreiber
has now published a controversial new book - Inside Islam, painting a sober picture of Friday
sermons inside 13 German mosques he visited unannounced.
Preparing for his project, Schreiber was surprised at how little German authorities know about
the Muslims in their midst. There are roughly 4.7 million Muslims and 2,300 mosques in
Germany - both are estimates as there are no official figures. Nor is there any official oversight
by German tax authorities of mosque finances, despite concerns over foreign funding.
A common theme on his mosque visits: concerns over too much integration and the loss of
Muslim identity.
Schreiber's mosque visits coincided with a series of major events and reports with links to
Islamist extremism: the Berlin imam who dismissed marital rape in January 2015; the Stuttgart
mosque which, in June 2016, hosted an imam who had previously called for the murder of
Jews; a series of Islamist- linked terror attacks across Europe and in Germany, culminating in
the Berlin Christmas market attack carried out by a Tunisian man with links to the German
capital's self-described "mosque for Islamic State".
Given the scale of calamity carried out by extremists in the name of Islam, Schreiber was
surprised how little these attacks featured in sermons.
A second surprise: the refusal of many translators and Islamic scholars to help him understand
the sermons' more complicated theological contents. One advised him to drop his project,
warning that explaining sermons to readers could "deepen the trenches" between Germany's
Muslim and non-Muslim population.( The Irish Times, April 5, 2017).
121. Because in my religious community, those clothes would have branded me a harlot and
signalled that I was offering sexual favours.
.
Loving and supportive, they gave me the values that made me who I am today. But they failed
me badly when it came to making me feel good about my body.
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Much of it is down to cultural and religious beliefs. Covering up meant wearing the shalwar
kameez - a baggy tunic and trousers that disguises shape - and the dupatta, a scarf covering
hair and breasts.
This idea that my body was to be hidden really damaged my confidence. So when puberty
kicked in and I gained curves and hips, I felt embarrassed, ugly, ashamed.( Daily Mirror, April
30, 2017).
122. Ukip's stance towards Islam has been in focus since Monday, when the party announced what
it terms an "integration agenda", including a ban on full-face veils and compulsory medical
checks for girls seen as at risk of female genital mutilation.
Later in the week the party adopted as a candidate an activist from the anti-Islam Pegida
movement, who has praised the far-right leaders Marine Le Pen and Geert Wilders and
described Islam as "evil".
in Westminster, Batten said Islam should be referred to as "Mohammedanism - the cult of
Mohammed - because that is what it is".
He continued: "It is a death cult, born and steeped in 1,400 years of violence and bloodshed,
that propagates itself by intimidation, violence and conquest."
Batten wrote: "The terrorists are the vanguard of Mohammedanism. They set out to cow the
non-Mohammedan population, so that the 'moderate Muslims' can get on establishing sharia
courts, forcing halal food in school and works canteens, and making the authorities look the
other way regarding criminal activities for fear of being called racist and Islamophobic."( The
Guardian(London) April 29, 2017).
123. A right-wing radio host who trolled an anti-hate crime campaigner with "Islamophobic"
tweets and emails has been jailed for 12 weeks. Timothy Burton, 64, branded Islam a
"backwards, misogynistic, seventh-century" ideology in a series of emails to Tell Mama
founder Fiyaz Mughal OBE between 4 April and 26 April 2016.
Burton also sent Mr Mughal links to far-right blogs containing "vile slurs" against Muslims
including a petition called "renounce, reform, or get the hell out of my country". The radio
presenter for the anti-immigration group Liberty GB was convicted of one count of religiously
aggravated harassment in March following a week-long trial at Southwark Crown Court.
Mr Mughal said in a statement: "The defendant's actions have led to endless nights of anxiety
and fear and a sense of being targeted to my core." Judge Alex Gordon said Burton had been
on a campaign to tar all Muslims as violent extremists as he jailed him for 12 weeks at Inner
London Crown Court yesterday.
:
"It was obvious that these emails were designed, carefully designed to harass Mr Mughal by
causing him distress.
"Your extreme antipathy towards Muslims is what led you to harass Mr Mughal. You are
seemingly incapable of distinguishing between Muslims and violent Islamists. Your offending
behaviour was obviously motivated by a religious hostility and aggravated the harassment.(
The Independent - Daily Edition, April 29, 2017).
124. Jonathan Walker
UKIP leader Paul Nuttall has insisted history will prove him right over his proposal to ban
full face coverings such as the burqa.
And he predicted that a ban could be UK law within a decade.
Mr Nuttall has been criticised after announcing that a ban on full face veils would be a key
plank in UKIP's general election manifesto, with MEP James Carver resigning as the party's
foreign affairs spokesman in protest.
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But speaking to The Journal, Mr Nuttall said he stood by the proposal - and insisted it would
benefit women from Muslim communities.
"My view is if you want to enjoy the full fruits of our great society then you have to show
your face.
"If you look at the statistics, for example, regarding the economic inactivity of Muslim
women, its 58% nationally. I think it's 70% for Pakistani and Bangladeshi women in the West
Midlands.
"So in effect they are being cut off in many ways from employment opportunities, by not
being willing to show their faces.
"Then of course there's the security aspect surrounding the fact that people aren't showing
their faces as well, because whether we like it or not, there is more CCTV in Britain than
anywhere else per head. And in order for that be effective you have to see people's faces."
He said his proposals would "help integration and help break down the divisions that we have
at the moment".
Mr Nuttall said the UK was failing to integrate some ethnic minority communities.
"There are particular people and particular communities who never come into contact with
anyone else from a different community and don't learn about different communities.
"Demographically we are changing as a country, massively. And something has to be done
now, otherwise we are cooking up a whole load of problems down the line.( The Journal
(Newcastle, UK), April 29, 2017).
125. "They brought down a woman, a lady, in a black scarf, a black burka," he told the Press
Association.
"Then on the road, close to our house, we saw she had been shot - the paramedics and a
mbulances that were there, they stripped off her clothing to get access to the wounded areas."
She said the woman was "screaming really loud" and described her neighbours as a "standard
Muslim couple" of whom she "never suspected anything at all".
"They were a young religious couple ... in their 20s.
"They used to wear their Muslim outfit, for example, but she wasn't covered like completely
she used to wear the whole black thing but you could see her face."
She said police were still in her neighbour's garden on Friday morning following the attack at
around 6.55pm on Thursday evening.
Ruth Haile, who also lives in the road, said she heard shots and saw an injured woman being
treated.
She told the Press Association she saw a Muslim woman with "brown skin" on the ground
with a chest injury being treated by "five or six nurses(Asian Image, April 28, 2017).
126. President Rahmon's heavy-handed measures to suppress the spread of Islam will instead
increase the risk of radical Islamism
.
We continue to believe that security threats on the external front will be high as
itbordersAfghanistan, one of the most unstable states globally, while weak economic
conditions and President Rahmon'sheavy-handed measures to suppress the spread ofIslam
will instead increase the risk of radical Islamism.Tajikistan scores a poor 47.3 out of 100 in
our short-term political risk index
Tajikistan Highly Vulnerable To Terrorism Due To Unstable Afghanistan According to the
Global Terrorism Index 2016, which was released by the Institute for Economics and Peace,
Tajikistan tops the rankings among Central
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Weak Economic Conditions Compound Risks of Joining Radical Islamic Movements In
addition, the rapid deterioration in living conditions such as high inflation and unemployment
is likely to force more Tajiks to seek work elsewhere, and could increase the attractiveness of
radical Islamic movements.( Business Monitor Online, April 28, 2017).
127. An "advocate of secularism, human rights, and parliamentary democracy in Iran" as he puts it
on his Twitter profile, he reached out to Trump to congratulate him when he won the election,
asking him to to engage "with the ?secular and democratic forces" to defeat "political Islam".
Pahlavi's overblown rhetoric makes him sound like war-mongering Republicans and Israeli
hardliners
In his letter, he wrote that the Islamic Republic was promoting a "regressive ideology [that]
has spread like a ?cancer across the globe: from the Middle East to Asia and Africa, and even
to Europe and the ?Americas". With such overblown rhetoric, Pahlavi sounds like warmongering Republicans and Israeli hardliners who seek to portray Iran as a bigger threat than
Isis. (The Guardian(London) April 28, 2017).
128. In the message, sent just minutes before he began the rampage in which five people died and
50 were injured, the 52-year-old Muslim convert had declared that he was waging jihad in
revenge against Western military action in Muslim countries in the Middle East(i-Independent
Print Ltd, April 28, 2017).
129. "I don't regret it," she said. "If the election were to happen again, I'd be making the same
decision."
The 71-year-old is not alone. While Mr Trump's national approval rating is lower than that of
any modern president, a recent Washington Post-ABC News survey found that among those
who voted for him, just 2 per cent said they had made a mistake. Indeed, despite controversies
ranging from Mr Trump's Muslim travel ban, his campaign's alleged links to Russia and the
apparently often chaotic nature of his administration, when The Independent visited Macomb
County, it found not a single Trump voter who wished for a do-over.
David Marks voted for Mr Trump and said he would score him nine of ten for what the
President has done in his first 100 days. One of the main reasons he opted for the billionaire
was that he was not a professional politician, and had promised to shake things up in
Washington. "Trump is doing what he can, despite the Congress fighting among itself," he
said, getting out of his car at a strip mall.
A 53-year-old woman called Michelle who was raking her lawn, said she was "very happy"
with Mr Trump's first 100 days. She said she approved of his tough talk about building a wall
on the Mexican border, his proposal to scrap Obamacare - "One of the most stupid things I've
ever seen" - and his willingness to threaten North Korea over its nuclear programme. "North
Korea - don't mess with us," she said.( The Independent - Daily Edition, April 28, 2017).
.
Le Pen, no less neoliberal than her opponent (she has a similar socio-economic platform to
Donald Trump's), proposes an authoritarian regime in which the old obsessions of French
fascism could thrive: bashing Muslims, anti-immigration, as well as curbing civil liberties.(
The Guardian(London) April 27, 2017).
130. A Muslim mum is challenging women across the UK to try on the traditional hijab' headscarf
- so they can see what it is like to be excluded from society or even abused.
Nilufa Dahlia, 28, set the appeal after she was attacked in her local supermarket but wants to
spread her message across the country.
The mum of-two was shouted at by a shopper who told her you make my skin twitch' after
seeing her wearing the cloth headdress.
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She has also struggled to make friends as she says people are reluctant to approach women
wearing the hijab.
Nilufa, a vlogger for ChannelMum.com, said: "Plenty of people wear things on their heads from baseball caps to elegant hats.
"From Dot Cotton in EastEnders to The Queen's scarf, covering your hair really isn't a big
deal. I want people to see past the scarf and see the person."
New statistics released by ChannelMum.com show over half of Muslim women say they are
lonely as other people are wary of approaching them.
And 35 per cent of non-Muslims say they are cautious about approaching a woman who wears
the hijab. (Bridlington Free Press, April 26, 2017).
131. President's latest speech was full of hypocrisy and laced with condescension
So after inventing "fake news", America's crazed president gave the world's Muslims a fake
speech. Donald Trump said he was not in Saudi Arabia to "lecture" - but then told the world's
Islamic preachers what to say, condemned "Islamist terrorism" as if violence was a solely
Muslim phenomenon, and then announced like an Old Testament prophet that he was in "a
battle between good and evil". There were no words of compassion, none of mercy, absolutely
not a word of apology for his racist, anti-Muslim speeches of last year.
He tried to avoid his old racist "radical Islamic extremist" mantra and tried to replace it with
"Islamist extremism" but he apparently fluffed his words and said "Islamic" as well. The subtle
difference he was trying to make in English was thus for Muslims no more than a variation on
a theme: terrorists are Muslims.( Irish Independent, May 22, 2017).
132. Trump calls for unity on Syria and accuses Assad of 'unspeakable crimes' as he arrives in
Egypt
DONALD Trump has called on countries around the world to work together to restore stability
and end the humanitarian crisis in Syria, as he accused the country's president, Bashar alAssad, of committed "unspeakable crimes" with the backing of Iran.
Trump said terrorist groups "do nothing to inspire but kill" and all countries must work
together to "honestly" confront "the crisis of Islamic extremists and the Islamists and Islamic
terror of all kinds".
He sought to change perceptions of his past Islamophobia, which was evidenced by his
attempts to ban people from a number of Muslim-majority countries entering America, and
urged leaders from Muslim countries to confront "Islamist extremism". He stopped short of
any reference to "radical Islamic terrorism" - a key term he used frequently to garner support
during his election campaign, and which he condemned former president Barack Obama for
failing to say.( The National (Scotland), May 21, 2017 ).
133. RED CARPET FOR TRUMP IN SAUDI; King greets US President from plane and billboards
flash 'together we prevail' in stark contrast to Obama visit, writes Julie Pace
US President Donald Trump, in the first stop of his maiden trip abroad, received a regal
welcome yesterday in Saudi Arabia, feted by the wealthy kingdom as he aims to forge strong
alliances to combat terrorism while pushing past the multiple controversies threatening to
engulf his young administration.
Trump will call for unity in the fight against radicalism in the Muslim world, casting the
challenge as a "battle between good and evil" and urging Arab leaders to "drive out the
terrorists from your places of worship", according to a draft of the speech seen by reporters.
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It also abandons some of the anti-Muslim rhetoric that defined Trump's campaign and does
not contain the words "radical Islamic terror", a phrase Trump repeatedly criticised Hillary
Clinton for not using during last year's campaign.( Sunday Independent, May 21, 2017).
134. 'A battle between good and evil' - Trump Saudi speech; President's first address abroad takes
aim at terrorism and decries Iran whilst administration seals a $110bn arms deal
Donald Trump said the struggle against violent extremism was a "battle between good and
evil" as he urged countries in the Middle East to combat radicalisation.
The number of hate crimes and attacks against Muslims spiked by 67 per cent in 2015, noted
the FBI, the same year Mr Trump was campaigning for President. In the first three months of
2017, the number of attacks against mosques doubled compared to the same period in 2016.
The attacks led to Khizr Khan, the father of the slain American Muslim solider during the Iraq
War, to claim last December that American Muslims' "fear is real".( The Independent - Daily
Edition, May 22, 2017).
135. Schoolgirls join rising violence in Kashmir
MADE fearless and defiant by anger, they are the new generation of faces that capture the
rising frustrations of nearly 30 years of Islamic insurgency in Indian-controlled Kashmir.
In one image from the state capital of onth, Srinagar that went viral across India last month,
an affluent teenage girl in school uniform cradles a volleyball under one arm while hurling
rocks with the other.
In another extraordinary group of schoolgirls, still snug on their surrounded an Indian
armoured vehicle, kicking doors and calling upon bewildered security personnel to fire upon
them if rdinary scene a rls, schoolbags r backs, surn army arkicking the on the bewilonnel
inside they dared.
"Is it not better to die challenging the situation once and for all than to live with it and die a
slow death every day?" one of the 14-year-olds involved in the assault told The Daily
Telegraph.
Kashmiris blame the upsurge in violence on the reverberations from the hardline Hindunationalism of Mr Modi's Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), with its anti-Islam rhetoric.
And on the frequent attacks by Hindu "cow protection vigilante groups" on Muslim cattle
traders across the country.
Since the Kashmiri insurgency started in 1989, India has blamed Pakistan - which controls a
third of Kashmir - for fuelling the unrest.
Islamabad had denied the allegations, claiming it provided the Kashmir freedom struggle only
moral, diplomatic and political support.( The Daily Telegraph (London) May 15, 2017).
136. The West knows where this terror came from - but is still ignoring it
In the wake of the massacre in Manchester, people rightly warn against blaming the entire
Muslim community in Britain and the world. Certainly one of the aims of those who carry out
such atrocities is to provoke the communal punishment of all Muslims, thereby alienating a
portion of them who will then become open to recruitment by Isis and Al-Qaeda clones.
The ultimate inspiration for such people is Wahhabism, the puritanical, fanatical and
regressive type of Islam dominant in Saudi Arabia, whose ideology is close to that of AlQaeda and Isis. This is an exclusive creed, intolerant of all who disagree with it such as secular
liberals, members of other Muslim communities such as the Shia or women resisting their
chattellike status.( i-Independent Print Ltd, May 25, 2017).
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Highlights from the Australian Newspapers’ Stories
137. Muslims are secretly working to establish an Australian caliphate. (The Age, May 25, 2017)
138. government should listen to Pauline Hanson and ban Muslim immigration. (The Age, May 25,
2017)
139. Islam must face demons ISLAM must face a deadly reality from within - its religion is
providing the framework for mass-casualty terrorist attacks against innocent civilians. (Herald
Sun, May 25, 2017)
140. there are large numbers of radicalised Islamic extremists in Western nations willing to kill
innocent people. (Herald Sun, May 25, 2017)
141. terrorism is a cancer that has spread from Islam's extremist infection. (Herald Sun, May 25,
2017)
142. they are the dangers that Islam itself must tackle if it is to secure the wider confidence of all
Australians. (Herald Sun, May 25, 2017)
143. Islam is nothing more than Arab supremacism. (The Age, May 18, 2017)
144. he saw as inherent racism in Islam. (The Age, May 18, 2017)
145. last week proved we can't rely on our political class to defend our culture from Islam's
demands. (The Advertiser, May 1, 2017)
146. the day will come when we have to ask all women to wear a headscarf. (The Advertiser, May
1, 2017)
147. Pope Emeritus Benedict said Islamic fundamentalism was a "radicalism" Europe must
"overcome". (The Advertiser, May 1, 2017)
148. People walking north along the bridge saw the first - "F..k Muslims!" (Illawarra Mercury,
April 25, 2017)
149. "Go Home C..t". (Illawarra Mercury, April 25, 2017)
150. read what the Koran and what many Imams say about apostasy if you doubt that violence.
(The Australian, April 10, 2017)
151. Sharia law recommends the stoning of women for infidelity and permits the honour killing of
the victims of rape. (The Australian, April 10, 2017)
152. There's no elevation of women in Islam ... of course women are downtrodden, this is
something nobody can deny. (The Australian, April 8, 2017)
153. The cultural dimensions of the Muslim community don't allow women to stand out. (The
Australian, April 8, 2017)
154. total submission to a god who demands that of forcing women to completely submit to men,
the intolerance toward people of other religions, the homicidal attitude to homosexuals. This
is what Sharia law. (The Age, April 5, 2017)
155. when you see numbers of people who want Sharia as the law of the land, or who want to kill
Muslims who leave Islam or who are OK with honour killings, or who are OK with cruel and
unusual punishments in the name of Sharia. (The Age, April 5, 2017)
156. Either you are a Muslim or you are a feminist. You cannot be both. (The Australian, May 16,
2017)
157. increased status of Islam in a country correlates inversely with the extent to which women
will enjoy equal rights. (The Australian, May 16, 2017)
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158. to say that Islam is a feminist religion makes about as much sense as saying that communism
is an individualistic ideology. (The Australian, May 16, 2017)
159. you cannot insist that readings of Islamic scriptures, accounts of the acts of Mohammed in
Hadith, the sharia traditions and Islamic history have nothing to do with events such as the
Manchester bombing. (The Australian, May 26, 2017)
160. Militant Islamism is an expression of Islam. (The Australian, May 26, 2017)
161. Taking the Islamism out of our description of events such as the Manchester bombing is
irrational. (The Australian, May 26, 2017)
162. four young Muslim women wearing hijabs were assaulted right in front of the University of
Technology Sydney at about 1.30pm. They were punched, one after another. (Greenleft, May
20, 2017)
163. One of the women, a young student at UTS, and a recent migrant, was punched in the face
and fell to the ground bleeding. (Greenleft, May 20, 2017)
164. Muslims in Australia are now three times as discriminated against as any other section of the
population. (Greenleft, May 20, 2017)
165. the Murdoch tabloids and right-wing radio shock jocks — have whipped up fear and hysteria
around the painting of all Muslims as “potential terrorists”. (Greenleft, May 20, 2017)
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Muslims thankful for support; Money is raised to aid families of stabbing
victims
By Gillian Flaccus, Associated Press
Muslims are raising money for the families of two men who were killed when they came to the defense of two young
women.
BODY
Coco Douglas, 8, added to a memorial Saturday for two killed in the Portland, Ore., attack.
PORTLAND, Ore. -- Muslims in Portland thanked the community for its support and said they were raising money
for the families of two men who were killed when they came to the defense of two young women -- one wearing a
hijab -- who were targeted by an anti-Muslim rant.
"I am very thankful as a Muslim, I am very thankful as a Portlander . . . that we stand together here as one,"
Muhammad A. Najieb, an imam at the Muslim Community Center, said Saturday.
The two young women "could have been the victims, but three heroes jumped in and supported them," he said.
A fund-raising page launched by his group for the families of the dead men, a surviving victim, and the two young women
had raised $50,000 in its first hours, Najieb said.
Police said they will examine what appears to be the extremist ideology of suspect Jeremy Joseph Christian, 35, who is
accused of killing the two men Friday. Christian's social media postings indicate an affinity for Nazis and political
violence.Messages left at the home of Christian's mother were not immediately returned.
The attack occurred on a light-rail train on the first day of Ramadan, the holiest time of the year for Muslims.
Christian was being held on suspicion of aggravated murder, attempted murder, intimidation, and being a felon in
possession of a weapon. He was arrested a short time after the attack when he was confronted by other men.
Alvin Hall said he had just stepped off the train on Friday when he saw a man bleeding from the neck, KATU-TV reported.
Hall said his instincts kicked in and he went after the suspect.
"My first process was, 'What can I do? Where did he go?' and someone said, 'He ran over to the bridge,' " Hall said. "So
I just took up running from the bridge up the stairs."
He said he met Chase Robinson and Larry Blackwell, and the three men confronted the suspect, who turned on them with
a knife."The minute he saw me he started coming after me. He's like, 'You want some of me, you're a snitch, come on
after me, you want some of this?' and started chasing me," Hall said. Soon, police arrived and took the suspect into
custody. Christian will make his first court appearance in the case Tuesday, and it wasn't clear if he had an attorney. No
one answered the phone at his Portland home. Police identified the men killed as Ricky John Best, 53, of Happy Valley,
and Taliesin Myrddin Namkai Meche, 23, of Portland. Mayor Ted Wheeler said Best was an Army veteran and a city
employee. Meche earned a bachelor's degree in economics in 2016 from Reed College in Portland and landed a job with
the Cadmus Group, a consulting firm in the area. Police say Micah David-Cole Fletcher, 21, of Portland was also stabbed
and is in serious condition at a Portland hospital. Police say his injuries are not believed to be life-threatening.Fletcher is
a student at Portland State University who was taking the train from classes to his job at a pizza shop when the attack
occurred. In 2013, Fletcher won a 2013 poetry competition, the Verselandia poetry slam, with a poem condemning
prejudices faced by Muslims, according to The Oregonian.
Police said one of the two young women on the train was wearing a hijab. The assailant was ranting on many
topics, using "hate speech or biased language," police Sergeant Pete Simpson said.
The FBI said it's too early to say whether the slayings qualify as a federal hate crime. However, Christian faces
intimidation charges, the state equivalent of a hate crime.
The Portland Mercury, one of the city's alternative weeklies, posted an article on its website saying Christian showed up
at a free speech march in late April with a baseball bat to confront protesters and the bat was confiscated by police.
The article included video clips of a man wearing a metal chain around his neck and draped in an American flag shouting
"I'm a nihilist! This is my safe place!" as protesters crowd around him. The Oregonian also had video from the April 29
march showing Christian.
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Men Who Intervened In Anti-Muslim Attack In Oregon Are Honored
By DANIEL VICTOR; Phoebe Flanigan contributed reporting.
An Army veteran, a recent college graduate and a student who once won a poetry contest by condemning prejudice
stirred up by the Sept. 11 attacks intervened as a man screamed anti-Muslim insults at two women in Portland,
Ore., on Friday.
In the days that followed, the three men were hailed as heroes.
Two of the men -- Taliesin Myrddin Namkai Meche, 23, and Rick Best, 53 -- died in the attack, which occurred
on a commuter train. The third, Micah David-Cole Fletcher, 21, was treated on Saturday for injuries that the
police said were serious but not life-threatening.
Jeremy Christian, 35, of North Portland, Ore., was charged with two counts of aggravated murder in the attack and could
face additional charges when he is arraigned on Tuesday. Mr. Christian, who the authorities said had a history of making
extremist statements on social media, was ranting at, and talking disparagingly about, the two women, one of whom was
wearing a hijab.
One of the women, Destinee Mangum, 16, spoke to a Fox affiliate in Oregon on Saturday. She said she is not a Muslim.
''I just want to say thank you to the people who put their life on the line for me, because they didn't even know me and
they lost their lives because of me and my friend and the way we look,'' Ms. Mangum said. ''And I just want to say thank
you to them and their family and that I appreciate them because without them, we probably would be dead right now.''
Destinee Mangum, one of the targets of hate speech on a MAX train, thanks strangers for saving her life.
pic.twitter.com/sefmOAyIVt -- FOX 12 Oregon KPTV (@fox12oregon) May 28, 2017
About 1,000 people gathered on Saturday night at a vigil to honor the men who intervened, according to The Oregonian.
''They didn't have capes,'' Ellie Eaton, a local activist, said at the event, according to the newspaper. ''They were just
human beings that we all have the capacity to be like.''
The Muslim Educational Trust, a local organization for the Muslim community, hosted a second vigil, followed by an
interfaith dinner. Sadaf Assadi, a fourth-year dentistry student and one of the event's organizers, said they had planned
for 400 people but about 600 came. She said many of the attendees, most likely motivated by Friday's attack, told her:
''We need more of this.''
She said she was moved that two non-Muslims would stand up for ''other people who look totally different than them,
believe in things completely different from them, and are foreigners.''
''Generally I think people tend to stay quiet and hope someone else will take care of the problem,'' she said. ''And I'm
just so touched they did that, and it's so tragic they set up to do something good and they paid with their lives for it.''
Representative Keith Ellison, Democrat of Minnesota and the first Muslim elected to Congress, said in a statement that
the three men ''exhibited the best qualities of American heroes."
''Let us strive to be as brave and as compassionate as them,'' Mr. Ellison said.
Taliesin Myrddin Namkai Meche: 'As good as they come'
Mr. Meche worked for the Cadmus Group, a consulting firm, after graduating with an economics degree from Reed
College in 2016. Among his classes was an introductory course about Islam, where he distinguished himself as a
memorable student, the professor, Kambiz GhaneaBassiri, said.
''I still remember where he sat in conference and the types of probing, intelligent questions I could anticipate him asking,''
Professor GhaneaBassiri said in a statement. ''He was thoughtful, humble, smart, inquisitive, and compassionate. He was
a wonderful human being. As good as they come.''
Mr. Meche's family recalled him as living ''a joyous and full life'' with infectious enthusiasm, according to The
Oregonian.
''He was a hero and will remain a hero on the other side of the veil,'' his mother, Asha Deliverance , wrote in a Facebook
post that had been shared more than 130,000 times as of Sunday morning. ''Shining bright star I love you forever.''
Mr. Meche's sister, Aurora Dachen, said on Facebook that her ''heart feels empty'' not only because of the loss of her
brother, but because of ''the cruel awakening that hate & judgment can cause someone to do such a thing.''
''I am so proud to be able to call someone so brave and strong my big brother,'' she wrote.
In a statement, Mr. Meche's family said that ''in honor of his memory, we use this tragedy as an opportunity for reflection
and change. We choose love.''
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Rick Best: 'I can't stand by and do nothing'
Mr. Best retired from the Army in 2012 as a platoon sergeant after 23 years of service that included tours in Iraq and
Afghanistan. He met his wife at Portland Community College, and had three teenage sons and a 12-year-old daughter,
according to The Oregonian.
He worked as a technician for the city, according to The Oregonian. His supervisor, Kareen Perkins, told the newspaper,
''He was always the first person you would go to for help.''
''I've talked to most of his co-workers today, and several of them said it's just like Rick to step in and help somebody
out,'' Ms. Perkins said.
Chloe Eudaly, a Portland commissioner, said that Mr. Best worked for the city for more than two years and was ''a valued
member of our Bureau of Development Services team.''
''And as a veteran, he served our country with honor and distinction,'' she said. ''He stood up for two young women and
others he didn't even know -- all because he wanted to help.''
In 2014, Mr. Best ran for a seat on the Board of Commissioners in nearby Clackamas County, where he lived with his
family in the city of Happy Valley. According to a profile in The Oregonian, he refused to accept campaign donations.
A year after moving to the area, he became fed up with local po litics. A friend suggested that maybe he should not just
complain, but take action and run for office.
''I can't stand by and do nothing,'' Mr. Best said, according to the newspaper.
Micah David-Cole Fletcher: 'I'm proud of him for standing up'
Mr. Fletcher, a student at Portland State University, was expected to be hospitalized for a few more days, according to
The Oregonian. His girlfriend told the newspaper that he had undergone two hours of surgery to remove bone fragments
from his throat.
His mother, Margie Fletcher, told KATU-TV that the knife had missed a jugular vein by a millimeter, and that he was
in ''really bad condition.''
''I'm proud of him for standing up,'' she said. ''I'm grateful that he's here. It's hard for me to say I want people to stand
up, but two girls might be alive because of them.''
Mr. Fletcher won a poetry contest in 2013 when he was a junior in high school. He condemned the prejudice he saw
Muslims encountering. Of the Sept. 11 attacks, he said: ''We let it leave an ugly footprint on America that hasn't
disappeared in 12 years.''
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Survivors of Egypt Christian bus attack recount their horror
CAIRO - Video interviews with survivors of a deadly attack by Islamic militants on a bus taking Egyptian
Christians to a remote desert monastery are painting a picture of untold horror, with children hiding under their
seats to escape gunfire.
The videos surfaced on social media networks on Sunday, two days after 29 were killed in the attack on a desert road
south of the capital. The Islamic State group claimed responsibility for the attack on Friday. It was the fourth attack against
Christians in Egypt since December to be claimed by the IS. The string of attacks have killed more than 100 and injured
scores.
One survivor, a small boy who seemed to be about six, said his mother pushed him under her seat and covered him with
a bag. A young woman speaking from her hospital bed said the assailants ordered the women to surrender their jewelry
and money before they opened fire, killing the men first and then some of the women.
The woman said the gunmen were masked and wore military uniforms.
Two girls, ages 2 and 4, were among those killed, according to a list released by the local government in Minya, the
province where the shooting took place. The attack left 26 wounded, including nine children. Only 11 of the 26 remained
hospitalized on Sunday.
Bishop Makarios, the top Coptic Orthodox cleric in Minya, said the assailants told Christian men they ordered
off the bus that their lives would be spared if they converted to Islam.
"They chose death," said Makarios, who has been an outspoken critic of the government's handling of anti-Christian
violence in Minya, where Christians account for more than 35 percent of the population, the highest anywhere in Egypt.
"We take pride to die while holding on to our faith," he said in a television interview aired late Saturday.
Makarios confirmed that the assailants stole the women's jewelry and his contention that the men were ordered off the
bus before being killed was also confirmed by a video clip purportedly taken in the immediate aftermath of the shooting.
This video showed at least four or five bodies of adult men lying on the desert sand next to the bus; women and other
men screamed and cried as they stood or squatted next to the bodies.
Egypt responded to the attack with a wave of airstrikes against suspected militant bases where the military said the
perpetrators trained.
A large-scale manhunt by police and soldiers backed by helicopters is underway in the vast deserts to the west of the site
of the attack, but has so far yielded no arrests.
In funerals for the victims held over the weekend in Minya, women relatives passed out, while others wailed in grief.
There were chants demanding retribution. Others chanted "With our lives and blood, we sacrifice ourselves for the cross"
and "Oh, God!."
In the Vatican, Pope Francis, for the second day in a row, expressed his solidarity with Egypt's Coptic Christians
following Friday's attack. He led thousands of people in prayer Sunday for the victims, who Francis said were killed in
"another act of ferocious violence" after having refused to renounce their Christian faith.
Speaking from his studio window over St. Peter's Square, he said: "May the Lord welcome these courageous witnesses,
these martyrs, in his peace and convert the hearts of the violent ones.
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Focus is on Kennedy if high court takes up travel ban
Robert Barnes;@SCOTUS Reporter
A substantial majority of the judges who sit on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 4th Circuit in Richmond delivered a
rather remarkable judgment last week: The president of the United States is not to be believed.
Will the Supreme Court conclude the same thing? And by "Supreme Court," we mean "Justice Anthony M. Kennedy,"
whose name was invoked 23 times in the 205 pages of majority opinions, concurrences and dissents in the appeals court's
10-to-3 rejection of President Trump's revised travel ban.
It appears that we will find out - the president's lawyers are likely to ask the high court this week to overturn the 4th
Circuit opinion. Perhaps the administration will find a more receptive audience at 1 First Street than it has to date for the
argument that judicial attempts to peer into the chief executive's motivations are inappropriate.
But it's worth another look at the remarkable rhetoric in Chief Judge Roger L. Gregory's majority opinion, which
concludes that Trump's "true reason" for the travel ban was not protecting the nation's security but making good on a
campaign promise born of anti-Muslim bias.
As Harvard law professor Noah Feldman put it in an essay for Bloomberg News, "It's extraordinary for a federal court to
tell the president directly that he's lying; I certainly can't think of any other examples in my lifetime."
Gregory's 79-page opinion, joined in full by six judges, opens with the finding that Trump's executive order "drips with
religious intolerance, animus and discrimination." He devotes a large section to recounting Trump campaign rhetoric,
tweets and website postings about imposing a ban on Muslims entering the country.
Gregory noted an interview that Trump gave in 2016, when challenged about whether banning Muslims would be
constitutional. "People were so upset when I used the word Muslim. Oh, you can't use the word Muslim," Trump
said. "Remember this. And I'm okay with that, because I'm talking territory instead of Muslim."
"Just as the reasonable observer's 'world is not made brand new every morning,' " Gregory wrote, quoting from a Supreme
Court precedent, "nor are we able to awake without the vivid memory of these statements.
"We cannot shut our eyes to such evidence when it stares us in the face, for 'there's none so blind as they that won't see.'
"
Trump's first executive order, which Gregory called EO-1, was issued just a week after the president took office. It barred
the entry of citizens of seven majority-Muslim nations (Iraq, Iran, Somalia, Sudan, Yemen, Syria and Libya), ordered a
temporary halt to refugee arrivals and would have eventually given preference to those who were religious minorities in
their countries, such as Christians. Several judges and a panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit shut it
down.
Trump vowed to go to the Supreme Court that time, too, but eventually issued a new order, which Gregory called EO-2.
The order removed Iraq from the list, deleted references to religion and added national security rationales for the policy.
Gregory again doubted the president's motives.
"Any national security justification for EO-2 was secondary to its primary religious purpose and was offered as more of
a 'litigating position' than as the actual purpose of EO-2," he wrote.
The president's credibility took other hits in the 4th Circuit ruling in International Refugee Assistance Project v. Trump.
Judge Stephanie Thacker said she would not consider Trump's statements during the campaign but that he had said
enough in his short time as president to reveal his true intentions. She called the revised order "the proverbial wolf in
sheep's clothing."
Judge James A. Wynn Jr. seemed to think Gregory had not gone far enough in his rhetoric; Wynn invoked in his
concurrence the lessons of slavery and the internment of Japanese Americans during World War II.
"We again encounter the affront of invidious discrimination - this time layered under the guise of a President's
claim of unfettered congressionally delegated authority to control immigration . . . Laid bare, this executive order
is no more than what the President promised before and after his election: naked invidious discrimination against
Muslims."
The three dissenting judges - all nominated to the court by Republican presidents - seemed stunned not just by the boldness
of their colleagues but by what has happened to their court, which was once one of the nation's most conservative.
Judge Paul V. Niemeyer said the majority breezed past Supreme Court rulings that give the president enormous power to
make immigration policy and decide who is allowed to enter the country.
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So long as the order is issued for a "facially legitimate and bona fide reason, the courts will neither look behind the
exercise of that discretion, nor test it by balancing its justification against the [plaintiffs'] First Amendment interests," the
court has ruled.
The majority compounded its error, Niemeyer wrote, by relying on the campaign statements. He welcomed the next round
of review.
"The Supreme Court surely will shudder at the majority's adoption of this new rule that has no limits or bounds - one that
transforms the majority's criticisms of a candidate's various campaign statements into a constitutional violation" he wrote.
Which brings things back to Kennedy. He is the pivotal member of the court, the justice most often in the majority when
the divided court decides a controversial issue. But he is especially important on this issue.
In a 2015 case, Kennedy generally agreed with the rule that courts should not "look behind" immigration decisions. But,
along with Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr., he said that an "affirmative showing of bad faith," plausibly shown, might free
courts to probe the rationale of a decision.
It is hardly clear how the Supreme Court will react to a case that mixes profound questions about the president's power to
protect the country, Congress's grant of authority to the executive branch to make immigration decisions and the
Constitution's admonition that government not single out one religion for disparagement.
Niemeyer said his colleagues seem to acknowledge that the same directive issued by a different president would be
acceptable. Has this president shown he should be treated differently?
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Anti-Muslim slurs cited in 2 slayings; Man allegedly stabs people who try to end
tirade
By Matthew Haag, New York Times
The suspect spent time in prison for robbery and kidnapping charges years ago, according to court records.
Jeremy Christian (below) was charged with stabbing two train passengers to death.
NEW YORK -- The Oregon man accused of screaming anti-Muslim insults at two women, and then fatally stabbing
two men and wounding a third as they tried to intervene Friday, had a history of making extremist remarks,
according to the police and civil rights advocacy organizations.
In a statement Saturday, Portland police said the attacker, who was identified as Jeremy Joseph Christian, 35, of North
Portland, had been booked into the Multnomah County Jail on charges that included aggravated murder and attempted
murder.
The police said Christian will be arraigned Tuesday and could face additional charges.
The FBI and the US attorney for Oregon, Billy Williams, are working with local police to investigate the attack, the
Associated Press reported. The FBI said it is too early to say whether the slayings qualify as a federal hate crime.
The episode began Friday when the three men were attacked on a Portland commuter train as they tried to calm Christian,
who, police said, was ranting and talking disparagingly about the women, one of whom was wearing a hijab.
Police added that the two women, who were not injured, left the scene and were later contacted by investigators.
"It's horrific; there are no other words to describe what happened today," said SergeantPete Simpson, a spokesman for the
Portland Police Bureau. The police said part of the investigation would focus on Christian's "extremist ideology."
One of the victims, Ricky John Best, 53, died in the train car, police said. Another, Taliesin Myrddin Namkai Meche, 23,
died at a Portland hospital.
A third victim, Micah David-Cole Fletcher, 21, was treated for serious injuries Saturday, but his wounds were not
considered life-threatening.
The attack began about 5 p.m. in a car on the light-rail system. The attacker began yelling -- calling Muslims
"criminals" -- after the two women boarded, said Evelin Hernandez, a train passenger. "He said, 'Get off the bus,
and get out of the country because you don't pay taxes here,' " Hernandez told KATU-TV.
When the men tried to intervene, Christian pulled out a knife and slashed them, police said. The attacker fled the train car
but was soon arrested
Christian has a history of making extremist statements on social media, said Zakir Khan, a member of the Council on
American-Islamic Relations who is working to set up a chapter of the group in Oregon.
"From reviewing the suspect's Facebook page, it seems like he was very enthralled with the alt-right and Nazi
movements," Khan said. He added that the two slain men "sacrificed everything. They really stood up for the values of
the Constitution."
In a blog post, the Southern Poverty Law Center, which monitors hate groups, said "a review of Christian's Facebook
page shows an individual all over the political spectrum but indicates that he holds some racist and other extremist beliefs."
The post goes on: "Christian also expresses anti-Muslim sentiments on his page."
One meme he shared reads, "If we're removing statues because of the Civil War . . . we should be removing
mosques because of 9/11." It also says Christian has promoted the notion of a whites-only area in the Northwest.
Mike Bivins, a freelance journalist in Oregon, said he encountered Christian last month at a free-speech march being held
by conservative groups.
During the rally, Bivins filmed as Christian yelled racial slurs, made threatening remarks about Muslims, Jews, and "fake
Christians," and referred to himself as a nihilist.
On the video, while Christian is seen yelling, other demonstrators are pointedly disavowing his comments. And Saturday,
Richard B. Spencer, a white nationalist and well-known self-appointed leader of the fringe alt-right movement,
condemned the attack.Court records show Christian served prison time for first-degree robbery and second-degree
kidnapping after a crime committed 15 years ago, when he was 20, the AP reported.
He faced theft and weapons charges in 2010, but those were dismissed.
Police said a review of Christian's record did not show any known history of mental illness.
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High court travel ban appeal could test presidential power
By Mark Sherman, Associated Press
The Supreme Court may soon decide how courts are supposed to view presidential power in the age of Donald Trump.
WASHINGTON -- The Supreme Court may soon decide how courts are supposed to view presidential power in the age
of Donald Trump.
The administration has promised a high court appeal of a ruling blocking the president's ban on visitors from six majority
Muslim countries.
The case could be a major test for the young administration and for a court that has its 5-to-4 conservative majority
restored with the confirmation of Trump nominee Neil Gorsuch as the ninth justice.
First, the justices must agree to intervene -- something they will probably do considering the importance of the issue. If
so, then they will be dealing with an area of the law, immigration, in which courts have given presidents a lot of leeway.
But the president's power over immigration is not absolute, and several lower courts have prevented Trump from enforcing
a temporary ban on travel to the United States by residents of Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria, and Yemen.
The travel policy was first issued a week after Trump took office Jan. 20 and then revised after initial unfavorable court
rulings. The dispute is unusual because Trump himself has supplied much of the evidence that opponents said
demonstrated that anti-Muslim prejudice lay behind the policy.
At issue in the case are statements Trump made during the campaign, in interviews, and in his actions as president.
"We've never really had, at least in recent decades, a case like this which involves blatant evidence of pretextual
discrimination by the president himself and also in the immigration sphere," said Ilya Somin, a professor at George Mason
University's Antonin Scalia Law School.
The Fourth US Circuit Court of Appeals ruled against the travel policy Thursday, saying Trump's comments helped show
that the policy was "steeped in animus and directed at a single religious group."
One key issue may be whether statements from candidate Trump should carry any weight. Three dissenting judges on the
Fourth Circuit said the statements shouldn't because candidates say many things while campaigning and shouldn't
necessarily be held to them.
Josh Blackman, a professor at the South Texas College of Law in Houston, said he thinks the Trump factor that was
central to the Fourth Circuit's ruling could be less pronounced at the Supreme Court.
The court could pay more attention to declarations from Attorney General Jeff Sessions and Homeland Security Secretary
John Kelly in support of the policy.
"The justices recognize their decisions will long outlive Donald J. Trump," Blackman said.
Yet it may not be possible for the justices to separate the issue from Trump himself, said Richard Primus, a University of
Michigan law professor.
"If a different president had issued this order, would it be unconstitutional? The question falsely assumes that
another president could have issued this order. This order only makes sense from an administration that wants to
demonstrate to its constituency that it doesn't like Muslims," Primus said. "Neither Obama nor Clinton, or either
President Bush, would have issued this order."
It's hardly clear how the Supreme Court might eventually rule in the case, but Justice Anthony Kennedy probably will be
in the majority whatever the outcome.That's because Kennedy, closer to the ideological center of the court than any of his
colleagues, often casts the decisive vote when the court is otherwise split between conservatives and liberals.
Both sides in the dispute have pointed to an opinion Kennedy wrote in 2015 in Kerry v. Din, a case in which an American
citizen sought to challenge the denial of a visa for her Afghan husband.
Kennedy sided with the other conservative justices in favor of the Obama administration and against US citizen Fauzia
Din. But Fourth Circuit Chief Judge Roger Gregory used Kennedy's opinion to buttress his majority opinion against the
Trump travel ban.Judges must "step away from our deferential posture and look behind the stated reason for the challenged
action" when a lawsuit makes a strong argument about bad faith motivating the policy, Gregory wrote, citing Kennedy's
opinion.The dissenting judges said Gregory misread Kennedy's opinion. "Nowhere did the Din Court authorize going
behind the government's notice for the purpose of showing bad faith," the dissenters said.
Kennedy could well settle the disagreement over what he meant, and whether the travel ban is upheld or falls.
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Survivor's torment: Did the FBI know?
Naomi Martin, Staff Writer
The Garland cop and the school security guard stood beside each other in the shade through most of the day, trading
stories about chasing bad guys and raising kids.
Just before 6:50 p.m., a voice crackled over the radio saying the event they were guarding was over. It had been
controversial and dangerous -- a cartoon contest sponsored by anti-Muslim activists to see who could make the
most outrageous drawings of the prophet Muhammad.
"Looks like we might get out a little early," said the
unarmed security guard, a Sunnyvale man named Bruce Joiner.
Joiner had no idea that, at the same moment, court records show, an undercover FBI agent investigating terrorism was
sitting in a nearby car, snapping a cellphone photo of him and Garland police Officer Greg Stevens.
Seconds later, a black sedan pulled up. Two men with assault rifles jumped out and began shooting. Joiner was struck in
the left calf as he ran behind a tree. His wounds marked him as the first ISIS victim on U.S. soil. Stevens returned fire
with his service pistol, striking the shooters, Elton Simpson and Nadir Soofi, who both died on the scene.
Stevens became a hero for his actions that day but has said little to nothing publicly about what he did.
Joiner, meanwhile, feels compelled to speak out, traumatized by how close he came to dying.
His torment is exacerbated, he said in a recent interview, by unanswered questions about what truly happened the night
of May 3, 2015, at the Curtis Culwell Center. He wonders whether the FBI could have prevented the shooting. He wonders
if agents knew he was about to be attacked. He wonders if his own government knowingly let him -- and the dozens of
other officers and people attending the event -- be placed in danger.
Since August, court records have revealed that the undercover FBI agent was at the scene in close proximity to the
shooters. Looking at the evidence, Joiner believes the FBI had some prior knowledge of the plot. That bothers him deeply.
"It's been pretty aggravating to know that there's more to the story," Joiner, 60, said last week. "There was no provision
to get unarmed civilians like myself out of harm's way if there was going to be this conflict. So that's very disturbing.
That's not the kind of thing we do in the United States with our citizens."
'Slap in the face'
The FBI agent's presence that day was known to Joiner shortly after the shooting. As Simpson and Soofi stepped from
their car, the agent, in a car just behind them, drove around them and sped away, the court records show. But he was
quickly stopped and detained by Garland police, who apparently didn't know he was a federal agent.
Garland police won't say if they knew anything before the attack. Joiner has requested records about the incident from the
Garland Police Department, but the department has denied his request, citing an "ongoing criminal investigation," despite
the fact that the two gunmen are dead and a third person has been convicted in Phoenix and sentenced to 30 years.
"The case is closed -- why is the city of Garland hiding this?" asked Trenton Roberts, Joiner's son-in-law and attorney.
"The fact that at the end of the you can't get any information out of them does seem a bit like a slap in the face."
In light of the news that an undercover FBI agent was on the scene the day of the attack, several members of Congress
are demanding answers from the FBI about its handling of the case. They include Sen. Charles Grassley, R-Iowa, chairman
of the Judiciary Committee, and Sen. Ron Johnson, R-Wis., chairman of the Homeland Security and Government Affairs
Committee.
If the attack had turned into a massacre, the FBI's handling of the case would be a far bigger scandal, Joiner believes. As
it turned out, the terrorists were amateurs, and Stevens was a cool-headed cop and an amazing shot, Joiner said.
But it could have gone much differently. The attackers wore body armor. They had six guns and hundreds of rounds. They
also carried a photocopied black ISIS flag.
Last week's deadly ISIS attack at a concert in Manchester, England, makes it all too clear that authorities need to prioritize
counterterrorism efforts, Joiner said. But the FBI also needs to own up to what he believes was a botched undercover
operation in Garland that gambled with public safety.
"I want to stop the practice," Joiner said. "If this is the FBI strategy, it's a bad strategy."
Unaware in advance
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In the days after the shooting, the FBI acknowledged that investigators had learned that one of the attackers -- Simpson,
30 -- might go to the event. Simpson had driven to Garland with the other gunman, Soofi, 34, from their homes in Phoenix.
The FBI had investigated Simpson from 2006 to 2014.
Then-FBI Director James Comey has said the FBI sent a bulletin to Garland police three hours before the attack warning
them that Simpson might show up. But Comey has also said he didn't believe Garland police at the scene were aware of
the bulletin. Garland police confirmed at the time that officers on the ground hadn't known about the warning.
Garland police referred all questions last week to the FBI. The FBI declined to answer questions regarding whether it had
sufficiently warned Garland police in advance, and instead issued a one-sentence statement.
"There was no advance knowledge of a plot to attack the cartoon drawing contest in Garland, Texas," said Lauren Hagee,
a spokeswoman for the FBI's Dallas office.
FBI records show that an undercover agent posing as an Islamic extremist had communicated with Simpson about the
cartoon contest 10 days before it took place.
Last August, FBI Agent Shawn Scott Hare filed a public affidavit in Cleveland in the case of Erick Jamal Hendricks, who
was accused of conspiring to help ISIS by recruiting domestic terrorists in the U.S. To build the case, the affidavit detailed
Hendricks' connections to Simpson. Hendricks has pleaded not guilty.
The affidavit revealed excerpts of conversations the undercover FBI agent had with Simpson and Hendricks on social
media. On April 24, 2015, Simpson alluded to targeting the cartoon contest to the agent. The day before, Simpson had
tweeted a link to a story about the contest.
"Did u see that link I posted? About texas?" Simpson asked the agent.
"Tear up Texas," the undercover agent replied.
"Bro, u don't have to say that. ... U know what happened in Paris," Simpson said, apparently referring to the ISIS-inspired
attack that January on the Charlie Hebdo magazine that had published cartoons of Muhammad. "So that goes without
saying. ... No need to be direct."
'Good solid protest'
On May 1, two days before the Garland attack, the agent exchanged messages with Hendricks about the cartoon contest.
Hendricks suggested the agent could "link with" Simpson. "That's your call," Hendricks wrote, according to the affidavit.
On May 2, Hendricks told an FBI informant at a meeting in the Baltimore area that ISIS wanted to target the cartoon
contest in Garland. The FBI informant met with agents "immediately after" the meeting, the affidavit said.
Also that day, the undercover FBI agent and Hendricks exchanged messages about Garland. Typing in code language,
Hendricks suggested that the agent organize with Simpson and launch a "good solid protest," adding, "At least be heard."
On May 3, the day of the attack, the undercover agent traveled to the Curtis Culwell Center in Garland and messaged
Hendricks, saying he was nearby. Hendricks asked a series of questions about the security and media presence and urged
the agent to target the organizer of the event, Pamela Geller.
"If you see that pig make your 'voice' heard against her," Hendricks wrote. He also asked the agent if he was armed, and
the agent replied that he had "tools of the trade" and "not a small hand tool."
"Lol," Hendricks replied. "The ppl doing the drawing and hosting and observing are the ones needed to protest against."
He seemed to suggest the agent target Geller after the event ended as she held a news conference.
"They will be outside yapping their mouths and thanking the pigs," Hendricks wrote.
'It's just -- wow'
The shooting has changed Joiner. He has trouble sleeping. He cries more often now, sometimes out of the blue while
watching TV. His emotions seem more intense.
He doesn't think he has post-traumatic stress disorder because he can't replay the shooting in his mind. He doesn't
remember all of the shooting -- his mind didn't record memories during the minute or so when he was trying to survive.
But he can vividly see in his mind Simpson's eerie, evil grin and eye contact with him just before the bullets flew. "It was
like the Cheshire cat from Alice in Wonderland ," Joiner said. "He was like, 'I got ya.'"
What upsets Joiner most is thinking about what could have happened had Stevens -- "forever my hero" -- not been as
good a shot, or if the terrorists had been more strategic.
"I could have died," Joiner said. "I could have missed walking my daughter down the aisle. I could have not been there.
It's just -- wow."
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FAITH GREATER THAN FEAR
SCOTT PURKS, TIMES CORRESPONDENT
HIGHLIGHT: Recent Wharton High grad Rania Samhouri commits to wearing the hijab full time, even while
competing.
Rania Samhouri graduated Monday night from Wharton High, and many times throughout the ceremony she flashed back
to a moment that changed her life.
It was Friday, Feb. 3, minutes before she left for school.
Nervous, really nervous, she faced a mirror, holding a simple piece of cloth and wondered: What am I about to do? What
could happen? How will I feel?
The week before, President Donald Trump signed an executive order suspending immigration from several
predominantly Muslim countries. Images of banned Muslims crying in airports flashed across the world.
Classmates, teachers and television talking heads argued over the ban. A few customers where she works made
rude, anti-Muslim comments.
Her friends, including several Christians, advised her to pray to whatever God she prayed to. They told her to trust what
was in her soul. Some of her Christian friends prayed to Jesus for her.
Her track coach, Anthony Triana, told her to "follow her heart because she has a very, very good heart."
Samhouri took a deep breath, placed a hand on each end of the cloth and wrapped it around her head. Only her bright eyes
and smile opened to the light.
Her heart beat harder.
For the first time, she went to school wearing a symbol of the religion she loves, a simple piece of cloth that for some is
a lightning rod for trouble:
The hijab.
--There is no rule in the Muslim religion that requires women to wear the hijab. Samhouri's parents did not force her to
wear it, and her twin, Dania, does not wear it.
Samhouri, a long-distance runner, told herself that if she was going to wear the hijab, it wasn't going to be part time. If
she wore it, she was going to wear it while she ran, in practice and at meets, no matter how hot it got.
She would also cover her arms and legs at all times, and, as she has done every Monday and Thursday, as well as every
day during the month of Ramadan, she would fast (no food or drink from sun up to sun down).
In Samhouri's mind, there basically was one reason not to wear the hijab: fear.
The positives far outweighed that one negative.
First and foremost, she wanted to wear the hijab because she is a devout Muslim, an 18-year-old who loves the Koran's
teachings, which say says she tries "to carry out in every moment of every day in the form of love for others."
That's why she fasts - "Because it reminds me to be grateful for what I have and to give more of myself to those less
fortunate." - and that's why she prays five times a day.
As for the hijab, she chose to wear it "because it portrays modesty. It helps you focus on who you are as opposed to what
you look like. ...
"You have to be ready to fully commit, or it could end up being something that doesn't feel good and then it would be a
tragedy. Each person has to wait until the time is right for them. Each person's time is different."
Being an athlete added to her hesitation. "I would really stand out," she said. "And there was nobody for me to talk to, to
ask about it, nobody I knew who was competing and (wearing the hijab)."
This troubled her. Nagged at her.
People kept asking her what was wrong. She was steadily becoming more emotional about her decision.
"I understand that a lot of people are getting the wrong idea about my religion, so I thought (wearing the hijab as an
athlete) would be perfect," she said.
"Why wouldn't I want to share the good that I am doing as a Muslim? Why wouldn't I want people to see that I'm leading
my team as a captain, that I'm supporting my teammates, that I'm competing well, that I care about my competitors, that
I am a positive influence? That I am a good person."
And so, she wore it. Then, of course, she ran with it.
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Samhouri, who graduated with a 5.7 weighted gradepoint average, grew mentally stronger. She believes people around
her learned a little more about her and her religion.
"I was a little concerned for her because of everything that is happening right now in the world," said fellow Wharton
grad Shaelyn Hammel, one of Samhouri's best friends and a devout Christian. "I knew she was scared to wear the hijab
because she told me she was scared. But overall I felt like everything would be okay, and it was.
"We've all learned a lot from Rania and we're grateful for it. She's inspiring."
--On April 29, at the Class 4A region track meet, Wharton's track coach and teammates stood around Samhouri, telling her
to stay awake while trainers and paramedics rushed to get her into an ambulance.
With two laps to go in the 3,200 meters on a steaming track at Lakeland George Jenkins High, Samhouri, covered head
to toe, suddenly felt like she "wasn't going to make it."
She stepped off the track. The next thing she knew she woke to a trainer's face hovering above hers. She was shivering.
She cried for help. The trainer's hand felt her pulse. Samhouri heard the trainer say, "It's so faint." She heard the trainer
say, "Call 911."
She had suffered heat exhaustion but would be okay.
New questions were raised.
Would she be able to run at the state meet the next week in the 4x800 relay, a race the Wildcats had an outside chance of
winning?
And, more importantly, was it safe for her to continue running fully covered, which she will do in the fall at USF?
She already checked off one of those, competing just fine (fully covered) in the 4x800 at the state meet, where the
Wildcats, running without another of their top runners, placed fifth in a respectable 9 minutes, 33.21 seconds.
"It's unfortunate that this (heat exhaustion incident) happened to me because I really don't think it had anything to do with
what I was wearing or with my fasting or any of that," Samhouri said.
"There were other girls in regular uniforms who had almost the same thing happen to them that day. It has never happened
before to me. It was just incredibly hot that day."
--Samhouri has no intention of changing anything she started that fateful day in February.
She will join her older twin sisters, Aya and Heba, who also wear the hijab, at USF. And like them, she will participate
in the Muslim Student Association.
She doesn't know exactly what degree or career she will pursue, but she does know that at every moment she will try to
make the world around her a little better.
She still worries that too many people think all Muslims are murderous terrorists, but she believes that already,
partly by wearing the hijab this year, she has helped shine a positive light on her religion.
At her graduation night, surrounded by classmates, Samhouri wore the hijab with her graduation cap sitting on top.
GRAPHIC: PHOTO - MONICA HERNDON - Times: Rania Samhouri, a devout Muslim who will be a distance runner
for USF in the fall, fasts twice a week and runs completely covered. "You have to be ready to fully commit, or it could
end up being something that doesn't feel good," she says. PHOTO - SCOTT PURKS - Special to the Times: Rania
Samhouri competes in the 4x400 relay. This spring was her first wearing the hijab at track meets.
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Greater Houston; Pearland candidate with Muslim opponent shares antiMuslim posts
MIKE SNYDER
The hijab that Dalia Kasseb wears in public never seemed to disturb Woody Owens, her opponent in a June 10
runoff for a Pearland City Council position. Owens, Kasseb told me, has been perfectly cordial when their paths
have crossed on the campaign trail. Imagine Kasseb's surprise, then, when she watched a video that includes
screenshots of various groups' harsh anti-Muslim messages that Owens had shared on Facebook. One particularly
crude post features an image of a goat and the words: "I don't want to grow up to be abused as a Muslim sex slave.
Please ban Islam. #GoatLivesMatter." Another post recommends banning the Quran. "Our few meetings have
been very pleasant," said Kasseb, a 30-year-old pharmacist who appears to be the first openly Muslim candidate
for elective office in Brazoria County. "But for him to be sharing that stuff on Facebook really shows what he believes."
The video criticizing the posts, which was produced by the Brazoria County Democratic Party, shows them interspersed
with clips of Mayor Tom Reid expressing his support for Owens at an event in April. "We need more guys with his
background, his type of approach, and his vision," Reid says of Owens. Reid, 91, who has spent 34 years as Pearland's
mayor, also faces a runoff opponent: Quentin Wiltz, a 36-year-old executive at a pipeline coating firm. The winner will
have to confront many challenges facing the fast-growing suburb on Houston's southern edge, from mobility and tax
policy to noxious odors from a landfill. Owens' Facebook posts might seem like a distraction from more serious topics,
but ignoring them is not a realistic option. The leaders chosen by voters will govern a city gripped by a culture clash
between longtime residents with rural sensibilities and newcomers who are likely to find the anti-Muslim messages
offensive. The video shows Reid recalling how Pearland's population has grown from 4,000 when he arrived in 1965 to
130,000 today. The growth has created a more diverse population, which may make some residents uncomfortable. "We
can't not talk about the presence of misinformed people or what seems to be bigotry in this community," said Wiltz, who
is African-American. Kasseb, who placed first among six candidates on May 6 with 41 percent of the vote to Owens' 21
percent, said she is confident most Pearland residents don't share the views expressed in her opponent's Facebook posts.
"I've knocked on over 3,000 doors, and we've met people from throughout Pearland," she said. "It has been a wonderful
experience." Owens, an engineering firm executive who previously served four terms on the Pearland City Council, did
not return my calls. The Facebook posts included in the video, which remained on his personal page this week, were
shared between November 2015 and last February. The video ad is the first sponsored by the county Democratic Party in
a nonpartisan race, said Sue Funkhouser, the county party chairwoman. The decision is consistent with a new strategy by
state-level Democrats to support certain candidates in local campaigns - grooming them for possible runs for higher office
in the future. A version of the video was sent anonymously to the party via email, Funkhouser said, and the costs of
producing the ad were minimal. "Pearland is one of the most diverse cities in the United States," the video concludes.
"We are better than this." Reid, of course, is not responsible for messages Owens chooses to share on social media. The
mayor may not have known about the posts when he sang Owens' praises during the April 6 event at a Pearland restaurant.
His remarks focused on Owens' experience and knowledge of Pearland's needs. I tried unsuccessfully to reach Reid by
phone this week, and I sent questions via email to a campaign aide. He did not respond. I haven't met the mayor, but he
is by all accounts a kind, thoughtful man who cares deeply about his community. "I don't see Mayor Reid as someone
who would knowingly support this kind of bigotry," said Funkhouser, a longtime Pearland resident. Reid, however, has
made no public comments about the video since it was posted on Tuesday. His silence invites voters to wonder whether
he shares Owens' views, or at least tolerates them. He would do himself and his city a favor by speaking up.
mike.snyder@chron.com twitter.com/chronsnyder
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Tacos for iftar? Ramadan, and a new era, start today
Deepa Bharath
HIGHLIGHT: For this year's Ramadan, Rida Hamida is bringing taco trucks to every mosque in her community. The
holy month, which starts today and is observed by 1.5 billion Muslims, involves two key things - community-wide fasting
during the daylight hours and the breaking of that fast, just after sunset, with a huge meal known as [...]
For this year's Ramadan, Rida Hamida is bringing taco trucks to every mosque in her community.
The holy month, which starts today and is observed by 1.5 billion Muslims, involves two key things - community-wide
fasting during the daylight hours and the breaking of that fast, just after sunset, with a huge meal known as iftar.
Tacos are not standard iftar fare.And that's the point. For Hamida, and thousands of other Muslims in Southern California,
the iftar table is becoming a place to forge bonds with non-Muslim neighbors. That's been true since the Sept. 11 attacks,
but this year - the first Ramadan since the election of President Donald Trump - the trend is accelerating. And if the tacosfor-iftar effort happens to bring together two groups who currently feel targeted - Muslims and Latinos - so much the
better, say Hamida and others.
Mosques and Muslim community organizations generally are emphasizing cultural and religious outreach as a way to
showcase their faith, culture and food. The hope is that familiarity will lead to friendship and friendship, in turn, will stem
a recent flood of anti-Muslim hate crimes and other incidents.
They are also hoping for a much more peaceful Ramadan, worldwide. A year ago, the holy month was marred by mass
carnage, as attacks perpetrated by ISIS hit Turkey, Bangladesh, Yemen, Iraq and Syria, and culminated with triple suicide
bombings in Saudi Arabia. One of those attacks seemed particularly hurtful for devout Muslims, taking place outside the
Prophet's Mosque in the city of Medina where the Prophet Muhammad is buried.
This year, Muslims in Southern California are hoping for a Ramadan defined by peace, understanding and community
engagement - and, in some quarters, tasty food involving tortillas.
"Community engagement with a side of tacos," said Hamida, who lives in Anaheim.
Hamida and Benjamin Vazquez, a Santa Ana educator and community activist, in partnership with Resilience OC, are
bringing taco trucks to mosques throughout Orange County, the trucks rolling up just as iftar kicks in.
It might turn out to be more multi-cultural than one would expect. The first of the #TacoTrucksAtEveryMosque event
will kick off June 3 at the Islamic Center of Santa Ana, a center where most members are Chinese. It's the kind of cultural
swirl that could happen in East Los Angeles or Gardena or any number of other communities in the San Gabriel Valley.
"We are introducing a new segment of the Muslim population to the Latino community," said Hamida, who has conducted
storytelling events with Vazquez at schools throughout the region.
Hamida said she is asking those attending, even non-Muslims, to fast for at least for part of the day and then break the
fast with tacos. "It helps us feel empathy for one another," she said. "That's what Ramadan is all about."
It's also tongue-in-cheek response to a semi-famous statement made by Marco Gutierrez, founder of the group Latinos for
Trump, who last year insisted that mainstream American culture soon would be swamped by Latino culture, by way of
taco.
"You're going to have taco trucks on every corner," Gutierrez said.
Hamida, who sees that as a feature, not a bug, hopes her effort will lead to something that lasts long after Ramadan ends.
"This is not a one-and-done event," she said. "It's a movement. It's a partnership between two communities that are targets
of hate and rhetoric.
Instead of fearing Latino culture becoming dominant," she added, "we're embracing it."
Hamida's good cheer masks some dark forces.
In the past year, anti-Muslim hate has reached an all-time high in the United States, surpassing even the wave of
anti-Muslim crime that took place immediately after Sept. 11. Threatening letters have been sent to mosques.
Hijabs have been ripped off women's heads. Some mosques have been burned. The Council on American-Islamic
Relations (CAIR) documented a 57 percent increase in anti-Muslim incidents in 2016 compared with 2015.
In Los Angeles, members of another faith that's been increasingly targeted by threats and vandalism will break bread at
the iftar table. On June 7, at the Wilshire Boulevard Temple in Los Angeles, one of the city's oldest synagogues, Jews and
Muslims will celebrate an interfaith iftar with halal and kosher food.
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The event will be about more than breaking bread.
"We talk to one another, share with one another," said Maryam Saleemi, spokeswoman for NewGround, a community
organization that brings together Jews and Muslims in Southern California.
"We ask questions. Who are you as a person? What are your beliefs? What are the moments that connect us? When was
the last time you felt courageous? When was the last time you stood up for someone else?
"It can be very powerful," she added.
Saleemi, who grew up in Corona, said her parents routinely invited their Christian neighbors for iftar dinners.
"It's a tradition in Islam to open your home and invite your neighbors, even if you don't see eye to eye with them," she
said. "It's one of the ways we can heal together and feel empowered together."
This year, CAIR launched its #FastForwardIftar encouraging Los Angeles-region mosques to host interfaith fast-breaking
meals as a way of countering Islamophobia and building better relationships.
California mosques have been way ahead of the curve, hosting interfaith iftars for more than a decade, said Hussam
Ayloush, executive director of CAIR-LA, an Anaheim-based organization that includes Muslims from throughout
Southern California.
"We're hoping to take it a step further by urging people to invite neighbors into their homes so it's a more intimate setting
and not as formal," he said. "That would truly give people the opportunity to connect and get to know one another."
Ayloush said while it's true that anti-Muslim incidents have skyrocketed in Southern California, so has outreach from
non-Muslims. Churches, synagogues and non-religious neighbors have reached out to the local Muslim community,
offering support that often doesn't make headlines.
"Ramadan is the season to develop spirituality and empathy toward those who are less fortunate," he said. "But it's also a
month of activism, a time to build bridges and strengthen those bridges."
While mosques do open their doors this time of year, they also have the responsibility to be vigilant, said Ahsan Baseer,
board president of the Islamic Society of Corona-Norco, whose annual iftars bring hundreds to the mosque.
"We hire security companies," he said, noting that his group's annual iftar celebrations bring hundreds into the mosque.
Baseer said his group also requests extra police patrols during Ramadan, "mainly as a deterrent."
Still, Baseer noted, his group's interfaith iftars have connected communities for 20 years.
"These iftars have taken on special meaning since 9-11," he said. "We get together, eat Persian food and have great
conversations. I think it helps us understand that we're not much different from one another."
Arbazz Mohammed, co-founder of San Bernardino-based Sahaba Initiative, a community service organization, said recent
outreach to Muslims from other groups challenges the Muslim community to do even more to reach out. His group will
host its interfaith iftar Saturday.
"Today, in America, a lot of established ideals are being challenged," he said. "It's been a hectic year with the elections
and the (anti-Muslim) rhetoric.
"This Ramadan is a time for all of us to come together as one."

Page | 54

The Recorder (Greenfield, Massachusetts)
May 26, 2017

Travel ban struck down in court again
DAVID G. SAVAGE
WASHINGTON -- President Donald Trump suffered another legal defeat Thursday when the U.S. appeals court in
Virginia ruled his foreign travel ban may not be enforced, on the grounds that it appears to discriminate based on religion
and that the administration's argument that the order was needed to protect national security was a "pretext" offered in
"bad faith."
The 10-3 decision from the 4th Circuit Court kept in place nationwide orders from two district judges that had blocked
the president's revised decree. His order aimed to restrict new immigrants and travelers from six majority-Muslim nations.
All 10 judges in the majority were Democratic appointees. The three Republican appointees dissented.
Although the decision was another sweeping defeat for the president and his lawyers, it clears the way for them to take
the issue to the Supreme Court, where a conservative majority gives them a better chance of prevailing. The procedural
status of the case could allow the high court to hear at least a partial appeal rapidly, perhaps this spring.
In a statement, Attorney General Jeff Sessions said the administration "strongly disagrees" with the ruling and will ask
the high court to review the case.
"The president is not required to admit people from countries that sponsor or shelter terrorism, until he determines that
they can be properly vetted and do not pose a security risk to the United States," Sessions said. "President Trump's
executive order is well within his lawful authority to keep the nation safe."
Thursday's decision was the latest in which Trump's words formed the core of the case against him.
In issuing the limited travel ban, Trump said the temporary restrictions were needed because of the threat of terrorists
arriving from countries including Libya, Somalia, Sudan and Yemen. The judges in the majority said they did not believe
that was true purpose behind the executive order.
Trump's order "speaks with vague words of national security, but in context drips with religious intolerance, animus and
discrimination," Chief Judge Roger L. Gregory wrote. He said the order conflicts with the First Amendment's ban on
"laws respecting an establishment of religion."
"Congress granted the president broad power to deny entry to aliens, but that power is not absolute," he wrote. "It cannot
go unchecked when, as here, the president wields it through an executive edict that stands to cause irreparable harm to
individuals across this nation."
Much of Gregory's opinion recited statements from candidate Trump, including his call for a "total and complete
shutdown of Muslims entering the United States" as well as comments since his election that blamed Muslims for the
threat of terrorism.
Those "statements, taken together, provide direct, specific evidence of what motivated" the travel order, Gregory
wrote: "President Trump's desire to exclude Muslims from the United States."
That impermissible motivation tainted both the original version of the order, which Trump issued during his first week
in office, and a revised version issued in early March, the court said.
The three dissenters faulted the majority for ignoring Supreme Court rulings that called for deference to presidential
authority over immigration.
Judge Paul Niemeyer, an appointee of President George H.W. Bush, also derided the majority for "fabricating a new
proposition of law" that allows judges to use campaign statements to decide on the president's actions in office.
"The Supreme Court surely will shudder at the majority's adoption of this new rule that has no limits or bounds -- one
that transforms the majority's criticisms of a candidate's various campaign statements into a constitutional violation," he
wrote.
He was equally scathing in accusing the majority of "radically extending" Supreme Court rulings on the Constitution's
guarantee of religious freedom in ways that would limit the president's power over foreign affairs.
Omar Jadwat, the American Civil Liberties Union lawyer who argued the case, called the decision a victory for the
Constitution. Its "prohibition on actions disfavoring or condemning any religion is a fundamental protection for all of us,
and we can all be glad that the court today rejected the government's request to set that principle aside."
Trump's initial travel ban caused chaos at airports around the nation and the world. It disrupted travel for thousands of
people who live and work in the United States, including students, professors, tech executives and tourists.
It was quickly stopped by a federal judge in Seattle and by the 9th Circuit Court.
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The president and his advisers retreated and issued a scaled-back order that applied only to foreigners who lived abroad
and had yet to obtain a visa to come to the United States.
The revised order "does not bar entry of lawful permanent residents, dual citizens traveling under a passport issued by a
non-banned country, asylees, or refugees already admitted to the United States," the appeals court noted.
That could have undercut the lawsuit, but Gregory said at least one of the "John Doe" plaintiffs who challenged the order
had standing to sue. The man is an Iranian national and a Muslim who is a lawful permanent resident of the United States,
and he hopes to bring his Iranian wife to this country.
The revised order has run into the same legal problems as the first due in part to public declarations by Trump and White
House officials that the new order was a "watered down" version of the original.
In addition to the judges in Maryland and Virginia who issued rulings against the revised travel order, a judge in Hawaii
also blocked enforcement of it. That order is on appeal to the 9th Circuit.
In late January, when Trump signed his first order, his advisers said the new administration needed a temporary pause of
90 days, time enough to devise new and more extreme vetting procedures for travelers and refugees.
But little has been done to accomplish this goal. Jeffrey B. Wall, the acting solicitor general, told the appeals court that
the nationwide injunction was so broad that officials were barred even from developing new procedures.
"We put down our pens," he said.
Trump's lawyers now could move quickly to the Supreme Court.
The two district judges who blocked enforcement of the travel ban did so on a preliminary basis without issuing a full
ruling on the order's constitutionality. Because the order appeared to be unconstitutional and could do severe harm to the
people who challenged it, the judges stopped it from taking effect pending a full hearing.
At this point, that procedural status means that the president's lawyers could file an emergency appeal with the high court.
Rather than ask for a full hearing on the order's constitutionality, they could ask the justices to decide in the next few
weeks whether to lift the nationwide injunctions.
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Bayonne, fix your mistake on the mosque
A small group of Muslims blocked from building Bayonne's first mosque just sued the city, under a powerful
federal law that protects against religious discrimination.
City officials have not yet responded, but the lawsuit filed Thursday makes a strong case that rejecting the mosque
violated the rights of Muslims.
We've seen how this played out in Bernards Township, which settled a similar lawsuit this week, and in
Bridgewater, which paid $7.75 million for blocking a mosque out of "anti-Muslim bias."
Yet the main point isn't that this can be costly. It's that it's shameful. At a time when hate crimes against Muslims have
soared to their highest level since 9/11 and even the president is spreading vitriol, New Jersey should be going out of its
way to be welcoming, to make clear that we stand apart from this bigotry. Christians and Jews have nearly 40 houses of
worship in Bayonne; Muslims deserve one, too.
Many people in Bayonne seem to feel the same way. A majority on the zoning board voted to approve the mosque, and
decent people spoke out on its behalf.
But still, it wasn't enough, because a supermajority was required.
The three who voted "no" cited parking difficulties, traffic and "high density" -- all non-issues, because experts from both
sides had agreed that there was plenty of parking and traffic would not be a problem. This is one of the least-busy areas
for traffic in Bayonne, which is why the mayor's office had encouraged the group to locate its mosque here.
The Muslims chose a vacant warehouse on a dead-end street, strewn with trash and empty beer cans, that was most
recently used by a motorcycle club -- as its rented party house. So a motorcycle crew was acceptable, but not a mosque?
Then there's the lack of equal treatment. Two churches previously sought the exact same variances -- relief from setback
and buffer requirements -- and were treated much more favorably, this lawsuit says.
A Christian congregation that wanted to adapt a commercial building into a church in 2012 was approved; so was a Coptic
church that sought to expand an existing building to include a large prayer sanctuary in 2011.
Under federal law, plaintiffs don't have to prove that board members were influenced by bigotry -- just that they treated
the mosque differently. That certainly seems to be the case here.
And while it's not the legal linchpin, the bigotry was alarming. Residents chanted "Trump! Trump!" at hearings and
publicly ranted about Islam, the Islamic State and sharia law. A Bayonne man charged with a hate crime vandalized a
former Catholic school where the Muslims then prayed in a basement, with vulgar, anti-Muslim graffiti.
Fliers referenced Sept. 11 with the word "remember," and called for boycotts of Muslim businesses. They were even
stuffed into the mailboxes of Muslim schoolchildren.
The businesses targeted were owned by one of the plaintiffs, Khaled Aly, an Egyptian immigrant who started out as a
dishwasher at a well-known local bakery. Now, decades later, he owns that bakery, and co-owns a yellow cab company.
His fellow plaintiff, Abdul Hameed Butt, originally from Pakistan, has four sons who attended local schools and all went
on to earn advanced degrees.
These are immigrant success stories, just like those of the Irish, Italians or Jews. Yet signatories on an anti-mosque petition
to be delivered to City Hall called their group "warmongers" and "savages who murder human beings."
The bigots are in the minority, but they won this round, and now everyone in town stands to pay for it. The longer this is
litigated, the higher the bill for Bayonne, which recently had to lay off hundreds of teachers. It may mean the difference
between a few hundred thousand in damages and a few million, as Bridgewater paid.
Let's hope they settle this now. Because Bayonne is facing a daunting legal fight, and this may be the last chance to
salvage its reputation.
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As a candidate, Donald Trump once described Brussels as a hellhole.
SCOTT PELLEY, JEFF PEGUES
HIGHLIGHT: He said it had been beautiful before Muslims immigrated here. Mister Trump is here now as
President for a contentious meeting of the leaders of the NATO alliance. But his words about Muslims haunted
him back home today.
SCOTT PELLEY: Blocked again. An appeals court keeps the President`s travel ban on hold as the Homeland Security
secretary warns of a threat to the homeland.
JOHN KELLY: The terrorists that are fighting in the caliphate, Syria and Iraq, they`re going home.
SCOTT PELLEY: Also tonight, the President tells NATO members pay your share.
PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP: This is not fair to the people and taxpayers of the United States.
SCOTT PELLEY: Does size matter when it comes to car safety? What a new study has found.
And, shuttle diplomacy. One family, five graduation ceremonies including mom`s.
LAWANDA FLENNOY: I set expectations and they met them.
DEAN REYNOLDS: Was she a tough mother?
PARIS FLENNOY: Absolutely.
ANNOUNCER: This is the CBS EVENING NEWS with Scott Pelley, reporting tonight from Brussels.
SCOTT PELLEY: As a candidate, Donald Trump once described Brussels as a hellhole. He said it had been
beautiful before Muslims immigrated here. Mister Trump is here now as President for a contentious meeting of
the leaders of the NATO alliance. But his words about Muslims haunted him back home today. A federal appeals
court voted ten to three to block his partial ban on travel to the U.S. by citizens of six mostly Muslim nations. The
reason, according to the chief judge, bigotry. Jeff Pegues is following this.
(Begin VT)
JEFF PEGUES (CBS News Justice & Homeland Security Correspondent): The President`s executive order would have
temporarily suspended visas from Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen. The decision from the Fourth Circuit
Court of Appeals keeps it from going into effect, writing for the majority, Chief Judge Roger Gregory wrote, "Mister
Trump`s order speaks with vague words of national security, but in context drips with religious intolerance, animus and
discrimination." The travel ban was a cornerstone of President Trump`s campaign.
PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP (December 7, 2016): Donald J. Trump is calling for a total and complete shutdown of
Muslims entering the United States.
JEFF PEGUES: Shortly after taking office the President signed a first executive order that was also blocked by the courts.
This version, which dropped any overt references to religion, was supposed to stand up to judicial scrutiny. The
administration has said the threat of terrorism justifies the ban. The dissenting judges agreed. ".The real losers in this case
are the millions of individual Americans whose security is threatened on a daily basis by those who seek to do us harm."
Earlier today Secretary of Homeland Security John Kelly warned Congress that he was worried about ISIS fighters
traveling to Europe and the U.S.
JOHN KELLY: They`re not going home to live normal lives. In fact, they`re being encouraged to not be killed in-- in-in the caliphate fight, go back to where you came from and just create Manchester-type-- type fights.
(End VT)
JEFF PEGUES: The administration is expected to wait to appeal until the Ninth Circuit Court rules on a similar case.
Scott, if the two courts disagree, the Supreme Court will likely need to step in.
SCOTT PELLEY: Jeff Pegues for us, tonight. Jeff, thank you.
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'Anti-Muslim' group gives presentation in Rapid City
Mike Anderson
A group that one expert called the "KKK for Muslims" hosted a two-hour presentation in Rapid City last weekend about
the history of Islam.
ACT for America, a national organization categorized by the Southern Poverty Law Center as the "largest
grassroots anti-Muslim group in America," held the event Saturday at the Best Western Ramkota Hotel in front
of around 250 people.
South Dakota Attorney General and Republican gubernatorial candidate Marty Jackley was in attendance, but his office
declined to comment when reached after the event.
Following the presentation, the Rev. Craig Moore of First Assembly of God told the audience that Secretary of State
Shantel Krebs was also present. Krebs' office did not respond to multiple requests for comment.
Corey Saylor, a spokesman for the Council on American-Islamic Relations who specializes in combating
Islamaphobia, said of ACT for America: "In many ways, they are the KKK for Muslims."
CAIR is a national civil rights group focused on bettering relations within the U.S. between Muslims and nonMuslims.
The ACT for America event was sponsored by the South Dakota chapter of the Family Heritage Alliance, a national
Christian conservative lobbying organization. Big Horn Canyon Community Church and the First Assembly of God -both local Christian churches -- were also listed among the event's sponsors.
Addressing the audience Saturday, Amy Wilson, a spokeswoman for the South Dakota chapter of ACT for America,
decried the SPLC's categorization of her organization as a "hate group."
"This is a love group," Wilson said, citing the South Dakota chapter's efforts to convert Muslims to Christianity.
"We love Muslims, and we want them to feel the love of Jesus Christ."
Wilson said she is opposed to terrorism and female genital mutilation. In a later interview with the Journal, she
said, "We want to educate so Sharia law doesn't spread to South Dakota."
The invited speaker, William Federer -- Christian author, radio personality, and former congressional candidate
-- spoke about historical events in the Islamic world spanning from the first century to the modern era.
Though he praised secular leaders like Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, the founder of Turkey, Federer spent most of his
talk painting a picture of Islam as a religion built primarily on a foundation of conquest and bloodshed.
"There isn't a day that goes by that people see news headlines and they have questions," Federer said after his presentation.
"Past behavior is an indicator of future performance."
Treating Muslims with "niceness" and "tolerance," Federer told his audience, is a form of weakness.
"Weakness invites aggression," Federer said. "Sharks can sense a distressed animal in the water, and they're naturally
drawn to attack the distressed animal. So the dilemma the West faces is the nicer the West shows itself, there's a percentage
of Muslims that view that niceness as weakness. And they take that as an invitation to attack."
Rapid City resident Joanna Lawler was among a small group of protesters gathered outside the Ramkota Hotel before the
event.
"I think it's disappointing that a speaker like this would have an audience here in Rapid City," she said. "But certainly,
he doesn't speak for all of us."
In his book, "What Every American Needs to Know About the Qur'An -- A History of Islam& the United States," Federer
questions whether Muslims can be loyal citizens of the U.S.
"Since Islam is not just a religion, but also a political and military system," he wrote, "could a Muslim's bowing five
times a day be the equivalent of pledging allegiance to Mecca? Does it affect a Muslim's loyalty to America to have one
of Islam's five pillars be the hajj, a pilgrimage once in their life to a city in Saudi Arabia?"
Federer said he is not a member of ACT for America, whose founder, Briggite Gabriel, attracted controversy when she
met with President Donald Trump in March.
During a speech to the Defense Department's Joint Forces Staff College in 2007, Gabriel -- a Lebanese Christian -- said
that "a practicing Muslim who believes the word of the Quran to be the word of Allah, who abides by Islam, who goes
to mosque and prays every Friday, who prays five times a day -- this practicing Muslim, who believes in the teachings of
the Quran, cannot be a loyal citizen to the United States of America."
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Saylor, with CAIR, said those beliefs are simply not true. "They'll give lip service to 'Oh, yeah, we like Muslims,'" he
said. "But everything they teach is a conspiracy theory that somehow says that if we're Muslims, we can't be patriotic
Americans. Which is a lie."
CAIR has attracted controversy of its own in the past, having been accused of ties to Hamas, a terrorist organization. But
CAIR has never been formally charged with criminal activity, and a New York Times story from 2007 said that
government officials "described the standards used by critics to link CAIR to terrorism as akin to McCarthyism."
"I grew up Christian, and I loved the Book of Joshua when I was a little kid," Saylor said. "It's one endless war story.
That doesn't mean I understand Christianity to be a violent faith. I understand you take the entirety of a holy book within
its context. And I always find it intriguing that ACT for America's understanding of the Quran is the exact same one as
ISIS, even when the rest of the world rejects that interpretation."
Zeroing in on the most violent chapters of Islam's history, Federer in his presentation didn't discuss acts of violence
committed in the name of Christianity.
"That's not the topic of my talk," he said. "It's how Islam affected Western civilization, not the comparison of bad things
done."
Federer describes Islam as a religious, political and military ideology that he claims follows a three-part playbook for
entering and taking over communities.
"Immigrate, increase and eliminate," Federer said.
When asked afterward how people should interpret the information he presented, he said, "Don't. It's a historical
narrative."
"It's two plus two," he continued. "You can do the 'equals four' in your mind, but don't say that I did that."
Rapid City resident Carol Merwin left Federer's presentation about a half hour before it ended.
"They say they're not being hateful," she said, "but to me it seems they're trying to demonize people of another religion.
Since I'm not into demonizing people, I can't demonize them for what they're saying.
"But I think it's harmful."
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A Muslim Comedian's Dilemma
By ZAHRA NOORBAKHSH.
Zahra Noorbakhsh is a comedian and co-host of the podcast ''#GoodMuslimBadMuslim.''
In November, a few days after the election, I got a call from a television producer, inviting me to be on her popular variety
show.
Her pitch: ''As a feminist, Muslim, Iranian-American comedian, you could be exactly what this country needs right now.''
She explained that she wanted me to come up with a set with the potential to make millions of Trump supporters laugh
and think: ''Wow, she's Muslim, but she's funny! And she's just like us!''
I replied, ''Absolutely!'' After all, as Joan Rivers advised, you should never turn down a gig.
But I was deeply conflicted about the opportunity and ultimately backed out. This ambivalence has followed me
as I've fielded similar requests during a time when the Trump administration has attempted to defend its ''Muslim
ban'' campaign promise in the courts, Islamophobic attacks have been reported throughout the country, and fears
of a ''Muslim registry'' still swirl throughout my community.
The idea that jokes will stop the tide of fear, hate and misunderstanding about people who practice Islam is seductive.
As a comedian, though, I'm not convinced. We have tried this before.
After Sept. 11, Muslim comics went on what I call ''We're not that scary, we're funny and just like you!'' tours,
in desperate attempts to push back against bigotry. In 2005, the ''Axis of Evil'' tour fought stereotypes with jokes
by Muslim comedians in shows throughout the country. In 2013, the docu-comedy ''The Muslims Are Coming''
aimed to introduce Middle America to normal, huggable, everyday Muslims.
I played this game, too. I tried to humanize Muslim families, with my one-woman show, ''All Atheists Are Muslim,''
sharing the story of moving in with my white atheist college boyfriend, and telling my parents about it. It's a typical boy
meets girl story, up against thousands of years of cultural tradition and religious doctrine. The message the audience was
meant to be left with was that if total nonbelievers and Muslims can find common ground, then everyone in between
should be able to.
Unsurprisingly, none of this worked. I saw firsthand that the fairy tale, mind-opening reaction that producers imagined
was nowhere to be found. While mixed-race and interfaith couples often thanked me after my shows, many others let me
know that I was one of the ''good Muslims'' whom they didn't have a problem with. I hadn't made them more empathetic
to Muslims as a whole.
Still, ''We're just like you!'' comedy is so much of what I'm being asked to do these days. Television producers, publishers
and those booking events for college campuses all seem to want something similar: a representative of an ''everyday''
Muslim (I still don't really know what that means) with an outlook relatable enough to get audiences to forget their
bigotry. These pleas don't make me as sad as the ones that come from Muslim activists, who seem to be begging: Use
your jokes to make us human; make us likable; let us prove to people that we're just like them.
I do understand that comedy has some potential to open people's minds. But I've become convinced that the primary role
of political humor today shouldn't be to alleviate tensions or smooth out differences. It should be to heighten them and
illuminate for everyone what is a moment of crisis. At the White House Correspondents Dinner a week ago, Hasan Minhaj
showed us how funny and effective this can be. One highlight: ''As a Muslim, I like to watch Fox News for the same
reason I like to play 'Call of Duty': Sometimes I like to turn my brain off and watch strangers insult my family and
heritage.''
On occasion, I find this tension-heightening exhausting. I find myself reaching instead for stories divorced from a social
agenda. Like how, as an immigrant kid, bringing home an A-minus in algebra meant my dad would look down on me
with all the folds of disappointment on his face, as though to say, ''We did not escape a revolution and swim the Atlantic
Ocean and kiss the feet of the Statue of Liberty for you to get an A-minus in algebra. Our people invented algebra! You
infidel!'' And if I ever got an A-plus, he'd look just as disappointed and ask, ''Why'd you take such an easy class?''
I love pretending to do extreme sports just so that I can tag myself as an ''extreme Muslim'' on Instagram. I get a kick
out of using my story to stick it to Muslims who think they're the only ones getting Islam right. I enjoy perplexing people
who wonder how I can identify as bisexual and be married to a straight cisgender man, and how I can identify as Muslim
while my husband is an atheist -- and I eat pork. But I do this because these things are amusing to me, and because part
of my job is exposing tensions and pointing out the absurd, not because I'm trying to change minds.
I'm remembering the kind of comedian I was before the ''You could be exactly what the country needs right now'' requests
came rolling in. I'm enjoying poking fun at myself and my idiosyncrasies -- like the fact that my preferred method of self-
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care during stressful times is to watch the same five climate change documentaries in a row -- even when it may make my
audience realize I have less in common with them than they thought.
In some ways, by rejecting the persistent call to deliver ''We're just like you'' comedy in Trump's America, I'm finally
asserting my right to be ''just like'' any other comedian and, more important, just like myself.
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Slum pope/billionaire: Francis to meet with President Trump
By NICOLE WINFIELD Associated Press
VATICAN CITY - When Pope Francis meets with President Donald Trump at the Vatican at the end of this month, the
world will be watching how the Argentine "slum pope" interacts with the brash New York billionaire-turned-president.
On many issues and priorities, the two men couldn't be more different. Francis wants bridges between nations, not the
walls Trump is urging. Francis brought back a dozen Muslim Syrian refugees with him when he went to Greece last year,
while Trump has tried to impose a travel ban on people from a half-dozen mostly Muslim nations.
The pope sleeps in a two-room hotel suite. Trump lived in a skyscraper with his name on it before being elected.
Francis wants to end the use of fossil fuels, while Trump has pledged to cancel payments to U.N. climate change programs
and pull out of the Paris climate accord. U.S. bishops have praised the Trump administration for its anti-abortion stance,
but have opposed Republican health care plans because of their impact on the poor.
Those issues and more are likely on the table when Trump arrives May 24 at the Apostolic Palace in Rome for the 8:30
a.m. audience that was announced Thursday.
Despite their obvious differences, Trump and Francis share a populist bent. Both were elected on reform mandates and
speak with a simplicity that has endeared them to their bases. And both share a common concern about the plight of
Christians in the Middle East at the hands of Islamic militants.
"They're both populists, but populists of a different kind," said Mathew Schmalz, associate professor of religious studies
at the College of the Holy Cross in Worcester, Mass. While agreeing they are both concerned about Islamic extremism,
he said they differ in approaches and vision.
"I'm not sure the Vatican at this stage wants to play along with the role envisioned by ... Catholic advisers of Donald
Trump, who want to resurrect the imagery of a civilizational conflict between Christianity and Islam," he said.
Yet in announcing his first foreign trip itinerary Thursday, which includes stops in Saudi Arabia and Israel, Trump said
he chose Saudi Arabia as his first stop precisely because it's the home of two of the holiest sites in Islam. He said he
wanted to "begin to construct a new foundation of cooperation and support with our Muslim allies to combat extremism,
terrorism and violence and to embrace a more just and hopeful future for young Muslims in their countries."
The thrice-married Trump was raised as a Presbyterian and described himself as a "religious person" during his campaign,
but often struggled to affirm his Christian credentials as he wooed the evangelical voters who helped elect him.
Francis hasn't commented on Trump's presidency other than to say, on the day of his inauguration, that he'd take a waitand-see approach. But Francis has railed against the "false forms of security" promised by populist leaders who want to
wall themselves off and has called for world leaders to seek a future of greater solidarity.
The two got off to a rocky start when, during the U.S. presidential campaign, Francis said anyone who wants to build a
wall to keep out foreigners is "not Christian." Trump, who campaigned on plans to build a wall on the U.S. border with
Mexico, said it was "disgraceful" for a religious leader to question someone's faith.
More recently, Francis has urged the U.S. and North Korea to step away from the brink and use negotiations and
diplomacy to defuse tension on the Korean peninsula.

GRAPHIC: FILE - In this Thursday, March 27, 2014 file photo, Pope Francis and President Barack Obama smile as
they meet at the Vatican. When Pope Francis meets with President Donald Trump at the Vatican May 24, the world will
be watching how the Argentine "slum pope" interacts with the brash, New York billionaire-turned-president. (AP
Photo/Gabriel Bouys, Pool) FILE - In this Thursday, March 27, 2014 file photo, U.S. President Barack Obama, left,
reacts as he meets with Pope Francis, center, during their exchange of gifts at the Vatican. When Pope Francis meets with
President Donald Trump at the Vatican May 24, the world will be watching how the Argentine "slum pope" interacts with
the brash, New York billionaire-turned-president. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais, File) FILE - In this Thursday,
March 27, 2014 file photo, US President Barack Obama meets with Pope Francis at the Vatican. When Pope Francis
meets with President Donald Trump at the Vatican May 24, the world will be watching how the Argentine "slum pope"
interacts with the brash, New York billionaire-turned-president. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais, File) FILE - In
this Friday, June 13, 2008 file photo, President Bush, right, sits with Pope Benedict XVI in the Lourdes Grotto at the
Vatican. When Pope Francis meets with President Donald Trump at the Vatican May 24, the world will be watching how
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the Argentine "slum pope" interacts with the brash, New York billionaire-turned-president. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
FILE - In this Friday, June 13, 2008 file photo, President Bush walks with Pope Benedict XVI to the Lourdes Grotto at
the Vatican. When Pope Francis meets with President Donald Trump at the Vatican May 24, the world will be watching
how the Argentine "slum pope" interacts with the brash, New York billionaire-turned-president. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci,
File)
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France goes America: Macron is to Hillary as Le Pen is to Trump
Cheryl K. Chumley
Oh, France, which way will you go? Freedom hangs in the balance -- freedom, individual rights, sovereignty, the fate of
borders, yay, even the fate of the entire French culture. And which presidential candidate voters select will set the course
for France for years to come.
America just faced such a choice. The campaigns of the two nations are so similar, it's uncanny -- starting with the latest
headliners from France.
France's Emmanuel Macron just this week struck a harsh tone against Front National voters, labeling them, as Breitbart
noted, "anti-France" and "true enemies."
Front National voters are Marine Le Pen's crowd -- the crowd favoring tighter borders, immigration controls,
preservation of France culture and the like, the crowd expressing utter dismay at what's perceived as an overrun
of the country with refugees from mostly Muslim nations and the ensuing loss of French culture.
Macron's peeps?
Much more moderate in tone.
This is what Macron just had to say about Front National types: "Powerful, organized, skillful, determined. You pass
them in the streets, in the countryside or on the web, most often well hidden. As hateful as they are cowardly. You know
them. The party of the agents of the disaster, the fearmongerers. The French far-right. It's here."
Recognize the rhetoric?
Hold the phone, just for a moment.
By contrast, Le Pen put out at a rally in April, The New York Times reported: "Just watch the interlopers from all over
the world come and install themselves in our home. They want to transform France into a giant squat. But it's up to the
owner to decide who can come in. So our first act will be to restore France's frontiers."
That call was met with cheers from the crowd, cheers that went like this: "This is our home!"
It's Hillary Clinton versus Donald Trump, across the ocean.
While Le Pen's insisting on tighter borders, curbs on immigration, and fighting off accusations of racism, Macron's
waging his battle on "deplorables."
Look at his rhetoric, at his most recent speech.
"[National Front backers] use anger, they propagate lies," he said. "For decades, they have fanned hatred, fomented
divisions, imposed their discourse of discrimination."
And Clinton, in the midst of her own -- failed -- campaign?
She labeled those in the Republican party who opposed her policies "racist, sexist, homophobic, Islamophobic" - a general "basket of deplorable," unworthy of political representation.
Key word above: failed.
Another similarity between the campaigns?
Macron's consistently leading Le Pen in the polls -- just as Clinton led Trump, up to the very last minute. But the margins
are narrowing -- just as with the Clinton-Trump face-off. Interesting connections, yes?
And here's one more: Le Pen's messaging about terrorism and the need to protect France from further Islam-tied attacks
has been consistent, bold, politically incorrect -- and dead-on, just like Trump's. That France was just hit by another
Islamic terrorist is only giving voters another reason to pick Le Pen, not Macron. And watch: If Le Pen wins, the media
and the left will express utter shock and dismay -- just like in America, when Election Day ended and the votes were in
for Trump, not Clinton.
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Religious order set to ignite rights fight; Civil liberties groups say Trump action
could permit bias against gays, women, other beliefs
By, Maureen Groppe, and David Jackson, USA TODAY
"If the prior administration interpreted existing federal law in a way that constricted religious liberty, this would be
returning it to a robust understanding of religious liberty."
Ryan Anderson, Heritage Foundation
washington - President Trump could sign a controversial executive order on religious freedom as early as Thursday, and
civil liberties groups are gearing up for a fight.
Lawyers for the American Civil Liberties Union and the Human Rights Campaign plan to immediately file legal
challenges against the order if it is as broad as a draft that leaked this year.
They're concerned Trump's actions will enable discrimination against gays and religious minorities and allow many
employers to deny birth control services in the health care plans they offer to workers.
"It would create an unprecedented license to discriminate with taxpayers' funds, undermine women's health care and
elevate one narrow set of religious beliefs over all others," said Sarah Warbelow, legal director for the Human Rights
Campaign.
Trump is likely to at least discuss the executive order Thursday, which is the National Day of Prayer.
The scene at the White House is set for a signing. "There could be no better day to sign an executive order on religious
freedom than the National Day of Prayer," said Mat Staver who heads the Liberty Counsel, a legal group that has fought
same-sex marriage.
Even as the Trump administration finalizes its plans, the opposition has begun: Gay and civil rights advocates
protested in front of the White House Wednesday, saying the pending executive order is the latest Trump
administration action that attacks the rights of immigrants, Muslims, women and members of the LGBTQ
community.
Religious conservatives have long pushed Trump to renew what they said is an "appreciation for religious freedom" that
the Obama administration undermined despite a law created in 1993 to protect religious freedom.
"It's simply bringing the federal government back in line with" the Religious Freedom Restoration Act, Tony Perkins,
president of the Family Research Council, said last month about the need for an executive order.
Ryan Anderson, senior research fellow at the Heritage Foundation, said the executive order could "clarify in a
strengthening way" how to apply the Religious Freedom Restoration Act, which says a government can "substantially
burden" a person's exercise of religion only if it advances an important government interest - and does so in the least
restrictive way possible.
"If the prior administration interpreted existing federal law in a way that constricted religious liberty, this would be
returning it to a robust understanding of religious liberty," Anderson said.
During his campaign, Trump pledged that the "first priority of my administration will be to preserve and protect our
religious liberty."
Religious conservatives waited anxiously for action - and some were disappointed when the White House announced in
January that Trump would not undo President Obama's executive order protecting employees from anti-LGBTQ
workplace discrimination while working for federal contractors.
The administration emphasized that Trump was proud to be the first Republican presidential nominee to mention the
LGBTQ community in his nomination acceptance speech and "is determined to protect the rights of all Americans,
including the LGBTQ community."
Perkins said the religious freedom executive order has been delayed in part because "there are some counterviews" within
the administration about whether it's necessary.
He was optimistic that the order would come and that Vice President Pence would provide "solid counsel that will be in
line with what a lot of evangelicals feel and think."
A state religious freedom law Pence signed as Indiana's governor in 2015 sparked a backlash over whether it would allow
florists, bakers and others to deny services to gays and lesbians.
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Those are not the services that would be affected by the executive order - at least as initially drafted, civil liberties lawyers
said.
Instead, the directive would primarily affect organizations that receive a significant amount of federal funding to provide
services such as homeless shelters, hospice care and child welfare services, the Human Rights Campaign's Warbelow
said.
She said the draft version of the order would allow those organizations to discriminate against the LGBTQ community.
A hospital, for example, could refuse to allow a same-sex partner to visit a dying spouse. A child welfare organization
could refuse to place a child in the care of a same-sex couple.
Federal workers could discriminate, she said, such as refusing to process spousal benefits for same-sex couples.
"There is an intention here to allow federal employees to utilize their religious views on the subject matters in the course
of their jobs," Warbelow said.
The ACLU said the draft executive order would hurt women by allowing "almost any employer" to exclude contraceptive
coverage - and other preventive care benefits required by the Affordable Care Act - from their insurance plans.
"This is discrimination against women plain and simple," the ACLU's Amiri said.
The ACLU is looking at "multiple opportunities" to challenge the executive order in court, she said, "because this is so
clearly a violation of the Constitution."
Religious freedom
A history of the law, 2B
"If the prior administration interpreted existing federal law in a way that constricted religious liberty, this would be
returning it to a robust understanding of religious liberty."
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'Hope Against Hate' seeks to educate, empathize; Event is Monday in Southfield
Niraj Warikoo, Detroit Free Press
Concerned about growing anti-Semitism and bigotry, Jewish leaders in metro Detroit are hosting an all-day conference
Monday called "Hope Against Hate" that they hope will educate and create empathy for all groups.
The conference, to be held in Southfield synagogue Congregation Shaarey Zedek, will include talks by national Jewish
leaders, experts and attorneys with the U.S. Attorney's Office in Detroit, including Acting U.S. Attorney of the Eastern
District of Michigan Daniel Lemisch.
"Jewish communities around the world are having various challenges," said Scott Kaufman, CEO of the Jewish Federation
of Metropolitan Detroit. "There's been a spike in anti-Semitism in the past couple of years. ... It's coming from the far
right with these nationalist movements and sometimes from the far left, on campuses. ... This is really new for this
generation, we didn't really grow up with that."
"We're in an uncertain time pretty much everywhere right now."
Lemisch, who will be speaking Monday, said in a statement: "The U.S. Attorney's Office is participating in the Hope
Against Hate event to ensure that people of all races, religions, and ethnicities understand their government's ability to
protect them from hate crimes under federal law."
The conference comes at an anxious time for Jews and minority groups.
According to state officials, there was a spike in bias incidents in Michigan after the November election. The
Southern Poverty Law Center said in a report that Michigan had the highest number of hate crimes post-election
of any state in the Midwest. The report's data said that the biggest victims in Michigan were African Americans,
who suffered 12 bias incidents post-election, followed by four incidents involving Latinos, and four involving
Muslim victims.
"According to Anti-Defamation League, anti-Semitic episodes increased by more than one-third in 2016 and
jumped 86% in the first quarter of 2017 compared with the same period in 2016," Lemisch said. "Similarly, a new
report by the Council on American-Islamic Relations details a more than 50% increase in anti-Muslim episodes in
2016 over 2015. For the first quarter of 2017, it has recorded 35 episodes targeting mosques, compared with 19 for
the same period in 2016."
Kaufman said he hears about anti-Semitism from youth leaders at universities.
"When I talk to leaders, they're squeezed on both the left and the right," he said. "One day, a racist flyer, and the next day,
a BDS (Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions) thing" targeting support for Israel.
Kaufman said the Southfield conference came out of visits by local volunteers to European countries, where they saw a
rise in far-right parties with anti-Semitic views, but at the same time, saw a resurgence of Jewish life among new
generations.
The conference is trying "to get people to have empathy, to be in the shoes of the other," Kaufman said. "That would
solve a lot of the problems, if we could figure out a way to teach empathy at a young age."
Contact Niraj Warikoo: 313-223-4792 or nwarikoo@freepress.com Follow him on Twitter @nwarikoo.
'Hope Against Hate'
The conference runs noon-9 p.m. Monday at Congregation Shaarey Zedek in Southfield. For information and to register,
go to https://jewishdetroit.org/event/hope-against-hate/
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Hatch sponsors bipartisan bill designed to protect religion
Dennis Romboy Deseret News
SALT LAKE CITY - Citing past persecution of early Mormons and recent bomb threats at Jewish community centers,
Sen. Orrin Hatch introduced bipartisan legislation Tuesday to strengthen protections for religious minorities.
The bill would expand criminal law to include threats to intentionally deface, damage or destroy any religious property
or to threaten to obstruct - by force or threat of force - a person's exercise of their religious beliefs. The current federal
statute only makes attempts or actual damage to religious property or obstruction of freedom of worship a crime.
Hatch worked with Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., to draft the Protecting Religious Affiliated Institutions Act.
The Utah Republican said he is troubled by reports of increasing religious hate crimes, not only in the United States but
throughout the world, including more than 100 bomb threats made at Jewish community centers across the country, and
vandalism of Jewish cemeteries in St. Louis, Philadelphia and other cities.
"In recent years, we've witnessed an alarming upsurge in threats of violence made against religious institutions," Hatch
said. "I've long held that an attack on one religion is an attack on all, which is why I have worked tirelessly to strengthen
religious liberty protections for people of all faiths."
Feinstein said the bill makes clear that people will be held responsible for threats against synagogues, mosques and other
religious institutions.
"These threats instill fear in entire communities, and they must be treated with the seriousness that's demanded," she said.
In a Senate Judiciary Committee meeting, Hatch said that as someone whose pioneer ancestors were driven from their
homes and forced to settle in the Mountain West because of their Mormon beliefs, he believes America must not tolerate
religiously motivated hate crimes.
FBI statistics showed a 23 percent increase in religion-based hate crimes from 2014 to 2015, including a 67 percent
rise in anti-Muslim hate crimes and a 9 percent rise in anti-Jewish hate crimes, Eric Treene, special counsel for
religious discrimination in the Department of Justice, told the committee.
Vanita Gupta, incoming president and CEO of the Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights, said
Muslims, Muslim Americans and people perceived to be Muslim are increasingly targets of threats and violence.
The group Muslim Advocates has tracked more than 80 incidents, including the assault of an airport worker by a
traveler in New York and the attempted removal of an Atlanta teen's hijab, she said.
In addition to a series of threatening letters sent to mosques around the country starting late last year and
continuing in 2017, there have also been an alarming number of mosque arsons and incidents of vandalism since
the beginning of this year, Gupta told the committee.
A 44-year-old man vandalized a mosque in Columbus, Ohio, writing Islamophobic and politically charged messages,
including "Allah is a fraud" and "Oppose Trump You Are Doomed!"
Jonathan Greenblatt, CEO and national director of the Anti-Defamation League, told the committee that hate crimes
demand priority attention because of their special impact.
"Bias crimes are intended to intimidate the victim and members of the victim's community, leaving them feeling fearful,
isolated and vulnerable. Failure to address this unique type of crime often causes an isolated incident to explode into
widespread community tension," he said.
Greenblatt said the federal government has an essential leadership role in confronting criminal activity motivated by
prejudice and in promoting prejudice reduction initiatives for schools and the community.
"We cannot legislate, tabulate, regulate or arrest our way to a healthier and more accepting society. The fundamental
cause of religious and other bias-motivated violence in the United States is the persistence of racism, anti-Muslim bigotry,
homophobia and anti-Semitism. Unfortunately, there are no quick, complete solutions to these problems," he said.
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China Issues Ban on Many Muslim Names in Xinjiang
Joyce Huang
Joyce Huang (http://www.voanews.com/author/24842.html)
Part of the list of banned ethnic minority names in Xinjiang.
China Issues Ban on Many Muslim Names in Xinjiang
China has released new restrictions on the naming of children in the far western and mostly Muslim region of
Xinjiang, banning ethnic minority Uighur parents from naming their newborns "Muhammad" or names that
authorities say have "extremely religious" meanings.
The move is the latest in sweeping controls instituted in Xinjiang that authorities say are aimed at keeping the spread of
religious extremism in check.
Analysts, however, say the hardline approach towards Muslims is not only fueling opposition in Xinjiang, but also
stirring ethnic hatred nationwide.
Tainted identity
Local governments recently rolled out a list of banned ethnic minority names that forbids dozens of religious
names, such as "Jihad," "Medina" and even "Yultuzay," a reference to the star and moon symbol of the Islamic
faith.
All in all, nearly 30 names have been banned according to documents provided to VOA by overseas Uighur activists.
According to the regulations and accounts of the new rules circulating online, individuals who violate the restrictions will
be denied a hukou, or household registration, which grants citizens access to social benefits, health care and education in
China.
Complaints among Uighurs are growing and the ban is but the latest restriction.
Michael Clarke, an associate professor at Australian National University's National Security College, told VOA in an
emailed reply that through the ban and other earlier measures to enhance surveillance of Uighurs, China is seeking to
determine which aspects of the Uighur identity will be considered acceptable. And that is making the party-state the
arbiter of what he called acceptable "Uighur-ness."
Such policies "actively contribute to the further alienation of many Uighurs from Han Chinese and provides fertile ground
for the Islamic radicalism that the CCP [Chinese Communist Party] fears in Xinjiang."
Xinjiang is home to more than 10 million Uighurs, a largely Muslim Turkic-speaking ethnic minority.
And all this, he said, "acts to construct elements of Uighur identity, such as the practice of Islam, as potentially deviant
and dangerous to the security" in China.
Rising resentment
On April 1, a new set of rules was implemented along with the ban. Those rules also prohibit so-called "abnormal"
beards, the wearing of veils in public places and the refusal to watch state television.
"All this time, we've [received] lots of complaints directly or indirectly. The situation has gotten worse particularly in the
region's south, such as Kashgar, Hotan and Aksu," said Dilxat Raxit, a spokesman for the Germany-headquartered World
Uyghur Congress.
"The resentment there has been indirectly substantiated, which is [a] quite worrying [sign]," he said. "I'm afraid that it
may trigger even more radical resistance from Uighurs, who find it too much to bear, if the condition continues."
The rights activist urged authorities in China to stop suppressing traditional and normal Uighur culture and religious belief
in the name of combating Islamic extremists, whom China blames for terrorist attacks and separatist movements.
He said China's repressive controls are the real cause of violence and unrest in Xinjiang.
China has strongly denied of any abuses there and insisted the legal, cultural and religious rights Uighurs are fully
protected.
Social stigma
Still, following years of China's forceful attempts to integrate Xinjiang and crackdown on Islamic extremists, the social
stigma attached to Uighurs is growing a divide and misunderstanding, said Chang Chung-fu, an associate professor of
National Chengchi University's ethnology department in Taipei.
"I've seen quite a lot of acts of stigmatizing people in Xinjiang and Uighurs. Many generalize conclusions such as 'people
in Xinjiang are violent terrorists' or 'you Uighurs are foolish religious followers,'" Chang said.
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"I find the spread of such [misleading] sentiment an adverse impact on the Mainland's pursuit of so-called Chinese dreams
or peaceful rise," he added.
And perhaps that is why there has been a prevailing stream of nationalistic response to the rules on Weibo, China's Twitterlike microblogging platform. On social media, most voiced their support for the regulations and even urged the central
government to roll out the Xinjiang-oriented anti-Muslim extremist campaign nationwide to areas including Ningxia,
Qinghai and even Shaanxi.
"In China, the state has to be put before any ethnic groups," a Weibo user wrote in late March, calling Islamic extremists
"malignant tumors," which should be removed to "revive the Han Chinese culture."
Only a few users questioned the campaign's legitimacy, with one arguing that the rules "infringe on people's freedom of
speech and is thus unconstitutional."
Your opinion
Show comments (http://www.voanews.com/comments/a3826118p0.html)
Loading comments...
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Father: 'Let them die in a bombing'
Annie Gowen
HIGHLIGHT: Muslim students explore the Bekal Fort in Kerala, a southern state in India. A rise in extremism there has
raised alarms.Enrico Fabian/for The Washington Post
PADANNA, India - The aspiring jihadis began leaving here quietly in May, slipping away in twos and threes to
avoid suspicion.
By the time their relatives realized they were missing, five families - some with small children - had left their
comfortable bungalows and jobs as doctors and businessmen to make the perilous journey to Islamic Statecontrolled territory in Afghanistan.
Authorities believe 19 adults and three children settled in Nangarhar province, on the mountainous border with Pakistan.
Their departure has raised alarms about the Islamic State's reach in India as well as growing extremism in Kerala, a
southern state with deep ties through migrant workers to the Arab Gulf.
Two of the Keralites have been killed by drones in Nangarhar, including one as recently as April 11, family
members say. Then, on April 13, American forces dropped a Massive Ordnance Air Blast bomb on a cave complex
where militant commanders were believed to be hiding.
In the ensuing devastation, 13 Indian nationals were among the 94 who died, Afghan authorities say, but whether
any of the Indian victims were from the Kerala cell has not been determined. Families have hope - a voice message
one son sent to his father this week said they had all survived.
Nevertheless, most have accepted they will never see their relatives again.
"Let them die in a bombing!" said Abdul Rahman Hamza, 66, the devastated father of a doctor and a school employee
who took their pregnant wives and his 2-year-old grandson to the remote Afghan region. "What they are doing is not
Islamic. The real Islam doesn't promote terrorism."
An estimated 100 Indians have left to fight for the Islamic State in Syria, Iraq and elsewhere, according to Ajai
Sahni, the executive director of the Institute for Conflict Management in New Delhi, a fraction of the foreign
fighters who have taken up the cause in the past two years.
The terrorist group is considered to be less of a threat to India than other terrorist organizations based in
neighboring Pakistan such as Lashkar-e-Taiba, the group responsible for the siege of Mumbai in 2008, according
to Sahni.
Still, there are worrying signs: At least 10 suspected Islamic State activists were detained in a six-state sweep Thursday.
And after a suspected militant was killed in a shootout with police in March, a pro-Islamic State Telegram channel
exhorted other Muslims to carry out attacks in India, according to a report from the SITE Intelligence Group. "Kill them,
Stab them, hit them with a car, Use guns, Weapons anything you have. And make them weak, Shed their ... blood like
water," the message said.
The sun-dappled state of Kerala - a tourist haven of meandering backwaters and shimmering beaches - has long been one
of India's most diverse and educated states. But in recent decades, a more extreme form of Islam has taken root, authorities
say, spurred by migrant workers returning from the Middle East.
An estimated 2.2 million Keralites work in Gulf nations; they sent home $10 billion in remittance in 2016, according to
the Center for Development Studies in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala's capital.
The decades-old link has wrought changes large and small. Three international airports ferry workers to Dubai, Saudi
Arabia and elsewhere on a daily basis, while, back home, the workers build towering villas with their earnings and more
and more Muslim women don the full black burqa. The oldest mosque in Padanna's district, a humble structure in the
local style, is being obscured by new domes and minarets.
In Padanna, Hamza's sons and others began attending Quran classes at a school organized by Abdul Rashid
Abdullah, 30, an engineer who had left a private sector job to teach. Abdullah had embraced a strict form of Islam
called Salafism after the death of his first child, according to Alok Mittal, the inspector general of India's National
Investigation Agency.
In the months before they disappeared, the brothers - studious Ijas Abdul Rahman, 34, a doctor, and his more
outgoing younger brother Shiyas Abdul Rahman, 26 - grew more devout, relatives say. They stopped going to
movies and deleted fami
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ly photos from their cellphones because images of people were forbidden.
Yet there were happy times: Their wives were both pregnant, and they often spoke excitedly about the babies who would
arrive a few months apart. Shiyas's wife, Ajmala, who was pregnant for the first time, rejoiced and worried over every
little change in her body, according to her sister-in-law.
Shiyas and his family departed first, telling his parents they were moving to a nearby city to pursue religious
studies. Then, a few weeks later, Ijas and his family left as well, saying that he had gotten a job in a hospital in the
Lakshadweep Islands.
Authorities eventually pieced together information that five families had left the district to join the Islamic State
and were given weapons and religious training when they arrived in Afghanistan, Mittal said.
Hamza's house - set amid palm trees, with soaring ceilings and marble floors - seems empty now that so many of his
family have gone. The room where one of the young couples lived has grown musty from disuse, stripped of personal
belongings.
The room looks out over the brightly painted villa next door, once home to another young man who disappeared and was
killed in a drone strike in Afghanistan in February. His 11-year old sister still cries at the sound of his name.
Sitting in her quiet dining room, Hamza's wife, Hafsath, said mournfully that she believed her sons' religious education
had taken them "to an extreme level."
"I'm scared. I'm frightened. I'm also worried about the small children, their lives," she said. "I don't understand why they
have chosen that place. I feel angry at times, but I still want them to come back."
About three months ago, the landline rang. It was her daughter-in-law Rufaila, Ijas' wife. She was calling to ask after a
sick relative and to tell them she had given birth to a beautiful baby girl they named Fatima.
Rufaila grew emotional, however, when she confessed to her mother-in-law that she was kept in the dark about their
destination when they left Kerala. She believed the lie Ijas had told his parents: that he was taking a new job at a hospital
in the Lakshadweep Islands.
"Where are you?" Hafsath asked desperately, wanting to help.
The line went dead.
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Former NASA doctor says he was detained because of his Muslim name
TAMPA - Dr. Osman "Ozzie" Ahmed was once trusted with the health of U.S. astronauts.
A former NASA shuttle mission physician and a U.S. citizen since 1991, he's also an approved "low-risk" traveler and
gets to skip the line while other passengers remove their belts and shoes during screening.
So the Tampa doctor was stunned and scared when his passport was taken from him and he was detained for about an
hour by U.S. Customs and Border Protection officers on his arrival at Tampa International Airport on Sunday.
He believes he was singled out because of his name and birthplace.
"I have a Muslim name, and I was born in Egypt," said Ahmed, 68. "That was enough for them to start harassing
me."
Officials with the Council on American-Islamic Relations say Ahmed's experience is becoming more common for U.S.
travelers who have Arabic-sounding names or originally come from traditionally Muslim countries.
That includes the son of legendary boxer Muhammad Ali, who was detained for more than 90 minutes at Fort
Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport in February and questioned about his religion when returning from
a trip to Jamaica.
"This goes to a direct targeting of Muslims," said Wilfredo A. Ruiz, a spokesman for CAIR-Florida. "What we're having
is more harassment and secondary screenings and more random inspections."
Customs and Border Protection officials said privacy rules prevent them from commenting on individual cases and that
any traveler could be subject to additional inspection by their officers.
The agency admits more than 1 million travelers into the United States every day at more than 330 air, land and sea ports
of entry. It denies entry to an average of 600 individuals a day.
The agency, which falls within the Department of Homeland Security, said it does not have figures for how many of the
travelers refused entry or detained are Muslims.
"Some referrals for additional screening are for reasons other than information in law enforcement databases, such as the
individual's circumstances of travel or random selection," said spokesman Keith Smith in a statement.
Homeland Security does provide an online system where travelers who have been detained on entry or denied boarding
can file a complaint or seek redress.
Ahmed has already filed his complaint but has not heard back, he said.
His work with NASA was in the early 1990s when he conducted medical checks on shuttle astronauts at Kennedy Space
Center, he said. That was through a contract between the space agency and the University of Florida, where Ahmed
worked as an assistant professor.
He now works as a medical director with WellMed. His trip abroad was to attend a medical advisory board meeting in
Frankfurt. He also visited his son in Prague and flew back to Tampa via Zurich.
When he presented his passport on his return, an officer asked him to confirm that he was born in Egypt. After he answered
"yes," the officer kept his passport, he said, and asked him to wait in a secluded area where a recorded message said the
use of cellphones was prohibited.
When his passport was finally returned to him, he asked for an explanation and was told his name or fingerprints may
have been mixed up with someone else's.
Ahmed said he demanded a more accurate explanation and that the officer got angry and told him he had to leave. He was
then delayed going through customs even though he had nothing to declare on his customs form, he said.
The treatment of Muslim travelers at U.S. airports and other ports of entries has been in the national spotlight since
President Donald Trump in his first month in office signed an executive order suspending the entry of refugees and
travelers from seven predominantly Muslim countries.
That was overturned in federal court, as was a second order that narrowed the ban to six countries.
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In mosque protest, our ugly side showed up again
It's the not the first time rank intolerance of Muslims has surfaced in St. Lucie County, and it probably won't be the last.
That shouldn't stop us from being ashamed our ugly side is showing again.
I first saw it in 2008 when a group of Muslims wanted to build a mosque in White City near a small housing
subdivision. I saw it again in 2013 when Muslims wanted to start a cemetery on Midway Road to serve their
religious needs. We saw it a third time in 2016 when a motorcycle "patriot cruise" roared round and round the
block in an effort at intimidation shortly before an ultimate act of hatred caused that house of worship to partially
burn down.
Last week's Port St. Lucie City Council saw religious intolerance rise to the surface again like an ugly scum. A
small group of haters were spouting vile, bogus claims about Islam, all because of an internet rumor that someone
wanted to put a mosque in a tiny shopping center off Gatlin Boulevard.
In fact, the agent in charge of selling the building said an offer from a Muslim group had been rejected months
ago.
Note, it wasn't neighbors on nearby Bougainvillea Avenue who raised any objections. It was folks who live nowhere
near the strip center.
Hatred is like rust which, as singer Neil Young wrote, never sleeps.
To his great credit, Mayor Greg Oravec was the voice of reason. He quoted the U.S. Constitution to remind speakers the
U.S. was founded on freedom of religion.
"We don't get to pick and choose which freedoms are afforded to our citizens or to pick and choose among our citizens.
We fight for them all," Oravec said from the dais.
Back in 2008, when a group of Muslims wanted to form a new congregation in White City and were confronted by angry
residents, social media was in its relative infancy. It lacked the pervasive power it holds today, when someone spotting a
GoFundMe post can put two and two together and come up with nine.
In 2008, I was watching a St. Lucie County Commission meeting on TV when my blood began to boil at what was being
claimed by neighbors of the proposed mosque. One real estate appraisal expert hired by that group claimed a mosque on
the Bell Avenue site would be tantamount to having a Home Depot in your backyard.
That one had me yelling at the TV. He later claimed the likely architectural style of the building (no one had submitted
any plans at that point) would be "out of character" with the neighborhood.
As I wrote then:
"Note to property appraisers everywhere: ALL churches are out of character with their neighborhoods; that's their point.
Houses of worship ever since the Middle Ages have been built in bold styles precisely to honor the deity. That's why
someone invented the church steeple, a piece of architecture with no practical use whatsoever, except to identify the
building as something special."
That controversial mosque never did get built, for financial reasons, but the St. Lucie County Commission saw through
objectors' bombast and granted approval.
Opponents of Islam tend to use exaggeration, bogus statistics and fear-mongering to bolster their cases.
Case in point last Monday in Port St. Lucie: One man argued "15 to 20 percent of their population seeks to destroy and
kill you and me."
Where did that one come from? Did he poll an entire religion?
Paranoia raised its head when an objector announced "they're training to kill us. This mosque is just the tip of the
iceberg."
No, that level of hatred is just the tip of the iceberg, and we should be ashamed it's being aired in public.
The haters will remind me that Pulse nightclub shooter Omar Mateen lived and worked in St. Lucie County, that Moner
Mohammad Abu-Salha, the first known American suicide bomber in the Syrian civil war, spent much of his life with his
family in Indian River County.
So did hundreds of other Muslims who didn't kill anyone or act aggressively against us.
Over the years, I've met dozens of Muslim professionals who are pillars of our society; many are businessmen with kids
who play alongside our children on softball or football teams. Many are healers in local hospitals. You've probably eaten
a hamburger in a McDonald's owned by a Muslim.
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Only recently did I see a letter to the editor from a registered nurse lamenting how a caring local Muslim doctor is so tired
of being faced with distrust and discrimination that after 20 years he's moving to somewhere more tolerant.
I often hear from movers and shakers how our county is caring and cooperative, and it is perhaps unless you look different
or worship at somewhere out of the norm.
A week ago, a young Muslim girl, Sana Shareef (her father is one of those healers I was talking about) convened a muchpraised interfaith event in Vero Beach that advocated more tolerance.
We need something similar to happen in St. Lucie County to scrape away that rust. Now.
Anthony Westbury is a columnist for Treasure Coast Newspapers. This column reflects his opinion. Contact him at 772221-4220, anthony.westbury@tcpalm.com, or follow him @TCPalmWestbury on Twitter.
columnist
Anthony Westbury
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MY VIEW; Islam is about tolerance and love
Islam has a bad reputation in the western world. Many people distrust us because they do not understand us.
People assume there is a bomb under my hijab because the media labeled me as a terrorist. This image has been
perpetuated in media sources, yet they willfully ignore the whole truth that terrorism is politics, not faith.
The truth is that Islam, like most major religions, is about tolerance and love. The dictionary defines tolerance as the
ability or willingness to tolerate, in particular, the existence of opinions or behavior with which one does not necessarily
agree.
On June 12, 2016, Omar Mateen killed 49 people and 53 were wounded in the early morning hours in an Orlando
nightclub. According to CNN the Orlando shooting was the deadliest mass shooting in U.S. history. It is widely accepted
that the gunman targeted those people because they were gay and that Mateen committed this act because of his Islamic
faith.
However, you can't tell me that Islam told you to go hate people who are different from you. Islam doesn't teach you to
kill people for loving people. It's only speculation that religion was the driving factor. The New York Times explained
that Omar was "always agitated, always angry."
This was the act of a disturbed man who happened to be a Muslim, not something Islam made him do.
Terrorism has no religion. If Muslim "terrorists" act out of faith, then why would they kill their own? One of the deadliest
terrorist attacks in the last decade hit Baghdad, Iraq July 4, 2016. The death toll was at 200 or more. The victims were
mainly families with kids out preparing for Eid.
Eid is an Islamic holiday where people should laugh, have fun and hang out with friends and families exchanging gifts - not get killed. People were trapped and burning for hours after the explosion. There is little to no media coverage in
America. No one is mourning, no one believes this is relevant, no one cares while 200 were families destroyed.
What is it about Iraqi blood that makes it so cheap? Why is our misery OK? Why does the world light up for literally
everywhere else, like Paris? Where is our Facebook profile flag? I just want to know why no one cares when it comes to
Iraq. They become a number that people ignore and forget about the next day. Terrorism isn't only when religion kills
another. It's a political -- not religious -- act, and the Islamic faith teaches different lessons than many believe.
All major world religions teach tolerance. The Christian Bible states in Romans 14:4, "Who are you to pass judgment on
the servant of another? It is his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him
stand." This is tolerance.
The Jewish Talmud states, "Whosoever does not persecute them that persecute him; whosoever takes an offense in
silence; he who does good of love; he who was cheerful under his sufferings, these are the friends of God." This is
tolerance.
Hinduism teaches, "Never quarrel about religion. All quarrels and disputes concerning religion simply show that
spirituality is not present."
Islam, too, is a religion of tolerance. Muslims are taught to love no matter what. In chapter 3 verse 103 in the Quran it is
written, "And hold fast, all together, by the rope which Allah (stretches out for you) and be not divided among yourselves;
and remember with gratitude Allah's favour on you; for ye were enemies and he joined your hearts in love, so that by his
grace, ye became brethren." This passage teaches us to not be divided, but to love each other and stand together hand by
hand because we all have our good and bad sides. This is tolerance.
Islam is a religion of tolerance and love, just as Christianity, Judaism and Hinduism. Islam is tolerance, not terrorism.
Any other suggestion is hate-mongering by those who fear what they don't understand.
Islam teaches us that we love even those who are our enemies, not kill them. This is tolerance.
-- Amina Hussein is a sophomore at Jefferson High School.
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Muslim scholar draws 1,000 for Cal Poly speech on dangers of'Islamophobia';
local news
Andrew Sheeler; The Tribune
Dalia Mogahed came to Cal Poly's campus Saturday preaching a message of unity, and the nearly 1,000 people who filled
Chumash Auditorium responded in kind -- engaging in a thoughtful two-hour presentation on the dangers of
Islamophobia.
"It gave me goosebumps every so often," said Eric Lin, a Cal Poly junior math major who said he is not Muslim.
Lin said he was deeply touched by the single piece of advise Mogahed said she would offer to Muslim students and
members of other often-persecuted minorities: "Never allow those who dislike you to define you."
Mogahed's talk, "Islamophobia: A Threat to All," came in response to concerns from Cal Poly's Muslim student group
that they have often felt marginalized on campus. Mogahed is an Egyptian-American Muslim scholar and researcher with
the Institute for Social Policy and Understanding and was an adviser to former President Barack Obama and co-author of
the book "Who Speaks for Islam?: What a Billion Muslims Really Think."
She came on short notice after hearing about some of the concerns Cal Poly's Muslim students have had about not feeling
included, Muslim Student Association president Rubia Siddiqi said.
"Every dean on campus has given money to support this event," Cal Poly professor and Muslim Student Association
adviser Stephen Lloyd-Moffett said in his opening remarks. "Literally every corner of this campus has come together to
support our Muslim students today."
Some inc idents have included criticisms about how university officials handled a Muslim student conference last year,
as well as anti-Muslim graffiti written on a plywood "Free Speech Wall" set up by the Cal Poly College Republicans.
Saturday's event provided a contrast to a campus speech in January by Milo Yiannopoulos, a right-wing
provocateur who has said Muslims are prone to "gang rape." His Spanos Theatre speech drew a crowd of about
500, as well as protests outside.
Mogahed's speech filled the Chumash Auditorium -- with a capacity of 996 people -- with no visible protests.
Siddiqi said the decision to bring in Mogahed came as her group searched for a way to counter Yiannopoulos' often
explosive rhetoric.
"We wanted someone who would be appealing not just to the Muslim community, but also the wider community," she
said, noting the event cost about $5,000 to put on, plus Mogahed's transportation expenses.
Mogahed engaged the audience for about two hours, first delivering prepared remarks from a presentation and then taking
questions from the audience, which were written down on note cards and moderated by Lloyd-Moffett. She used the story
of her own experience with the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks to explain how Islamophobia, which she defined as
prejudice against and hatred toward the religion of Islam and its practitioners, is a threat to all Americans.
Mogahed cited Pew research, showing that Americans' perception of Muslims actually improved after the terrorist attacks
in New York City and Washington, D.C. She credited that improvement in "responsible leadership" by then-President
George W. Bush, who called Islam "a religion of peace."
Mogahed said that when her family decided to attend mosque the Friday following Sept. 11, she was heartened by the
presence of members of many different faiths in attendance.
She said that America recorded spikes in Islamophobic opinion during in the run-up to the Iraq War and the last three
presidential elections. When two Muslim men were discovered to be responsible for the bombing of the Boston Marathon
in 2013, Mogahed said, polling showed no appreciable increase in anti-Islam sentiment.
"You have an election more influential ... than actual terrorist attacks," she said.
Mogahed drew multiple rounds of standing ovations at the conclusion of her talk, something she said she was both
surprised by and grateful for.
Reactions from many coming out of the talk were likewise positive.
"I loved her presentation," said Leona Evans, minister at Unity of San Luis Obispo.
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The Mississippi Link
April 27, 2017

Social justice and alignment activists discuss the entanglement of Islamophobia
and anti-black violence
Janice K. NealVincent Contributing Writer
Honoring Islamic Heritage Month, professionals sat at the table in The Margaret Walker Center in Ayer Hall at Jackson
State University and tackled issues related to Islamophobia and anti-black violence April 20.
Among the panelists were Maryam Abdur-Rahmaan, education coordinator at the International Museum of Muslim
Cultures; Jed Oppenheim, program officer at the W.K. Kellogg Foundation; Dr. Berthrone Mock-Muhammad, a Jackson
cardiologist; and Robert Luckett, the director of MWC. Sakinah Abdur-Rashied, a JSU foreign languages instructor was
the moderator.
Abdur-Rahmann shared myths about Islamic faith and religion. Some included: (1) Islamic faith is inferior to
American values; (2) Islamic religion is one of hate; and (3) Muslims weren't present when the civil rights
movement occurred.
The education coordinator concluded the following about these myths. America is a country replete with numerous faiths.
Despite their faiths, individuals practice American citizenry. Islamic religion practices love but speaks against society's
social ills. One third of the slaves who were brought to America were Muslim.
The reflective discussion shifted to the current movements in America that support the protection and rights of the
oppressed and marginalized. In that vein discussants seemed to agree that all oppressed persons should ban together to
defeat the American power structure.
"Anti-black violence has a long history in America. The Black Lives Matter Movement is a natural extension of the
modern civil rights movement. The system of white power is rooted in violence," noted Luckett.
Luckett continued, "Jim Crow comes in political, social and economic control, all about asserting power. When the
Mississippi Constitution was created, every southern state adopted that same constitution. Voter registration is duplicated
throughout the south. So the historic, systemic structure is to maintain power."
Mock-Muhammad chimed in that violence and aggression may be imposed by things in the environment. "A violent
person can have a nutritional or medical defect. So the first consideration would be are there things here that we can treat?
Via hormones, we're wired to be violent and wired to be nonviolent. Environmental influences are linked to education
and spiritual encounters." Mock-Muhammad added that anti-black violence is linked to one's self and community.
In support of his claim, Mock-Muhammad referenced biblical scripture when he said, "The curse of Ham has led to
misrepresentation of black lives. Internally, individuals do things to themselves. There's a historical deficit of information
lurking in America."
On the other hand, the cardiologist declared: "The month of April is Islamic Heritage Month in Jackson, but Confederate
White Month in Mississippi. So that says it all."
Panelists and audience members agreed that education often plays school. If that school is designed for conformity,
students are told they're in school to get a job and told to not ask questions. When these things occur, students may not
critically examine their surroundings. Conclusion of this matter is that the student who does not ask questions assumes an
expected role. This results in the need to deconstruct such a pattern.
Emphasis was placed on the need to internalize racism and bigotry within the school system. Once they are recognized,
the responsibility of those engaged in teaching is to counter against them.
Presider Abdur-Rashied reminded the crowd that constructivist theory allows the child to make sense out of his/her own
reality. She said it is because of this that "We have to tackle the problem."
Okolo Rashid, co-founder/board chair and director of Islamic Thought Institute at IMMC of Jackson, contended that
making sense of reality moves beyond children to adults as well as all marginalized groups. "A community must
understand that there is just one God, one humanity. Many of the American ideas come from Mohammad who put different
cultural groups together. There are two leaders representing inner dignity and outer consciousness - Martin Luther King
Jr. and Elijah Mohammad must come together," she stated.
Attendees were asked to assess the session. Community member Treshika Melvin commented: "I thought that each of
the panelists provided a unique and informative perspective to the topic, and I definitely know that the discussion could
have continued for hours. I hope that there will be future events to continue unpacking this topic, especially in terms of
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the intersectionality of Anti-black violence and Islamophobia. I think these conversations are critical in addressing our
intertwined oppressions and identifying ways to transform the world around us."
JSU alum Victor Nasir Terry responded, "My only concern was that the identities of black and Muslim were separated leaving the entire community of black Muslims silenced and erased from the conversation. To really address antiblackness and Islamophobia we must focus our efforts on the most vulnerable people within the Islamic Community,
black Muslims."
Concerns may be addressed to Margaret Walker Center at www.jsums.edu/margaretwalkercenter or call 601-979-3935.
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The Northwest Herald (Crystal Lake, Illinois)
April 26, 2017

San Diego schools defend effort to fight Islamophobia
SAN DIEGO - One of the nation's largest school districts is defending its campaign to fight Islamophobia and promote
understanding of Muslim culture against critics who said it is favoring a religion.
Kevin Beiser, vice president of the San Diego Unified School District board, said Tuesday that the effort is modeled on a
plan he advanced several years ago to protect LGBT students. He said bullying of Muslim students is pervasive and vastly
underreported.
"Muslim students are constantly being harassed, spit on, verbally abused, pushed, shoved, their hijabs are being
pulled," he said, calling it a "serious problem probably in every public school in the country."
Critics planned a protest at Tuesday's school board meeting but no one in the audience rose to speak for or against the
effort and there were no visible signs of opposition.
The multiyear plan includes ensuring staff calendars include Muslim holidays, reviewing library materials on Muslim
culture, providing resources to teachers and engaging in partnerships with the Council on American Islamic Relations.
The district also plans to consider high school clubs that promote American Muslim culture, create "safe spaces" for
students and train staff about Muslim culture. The district is reviewing internal staff calendars to make sure Muslim
holidays are recognized.
A letter outlining plans will be sent to staff and parents of its 132,000 students. It's expected to go out before Ramadan
begins in late May.
The plan drew little attention when the board approved it, 4-0, April 4, with one member absent. Public comments from
staff and community members were uniformly positive.
"We believe this is a great first step in the direction of protecting Muslim students from the bullying that is a direct result
of the growing Islamophobia in our state and nation," Hanif Mohebi, executive director of the Council on AmericanIslamic Relations' San Diego chapter, said after the vote. "Other school districts should follow this lead, and we will be
happy to work with them to provide resources and trainings."
Pushback gradually spread on the social media and the internet, with written attacks on Islam and the Council on
American-Islamic Relations. A Sunday article on the conservative website Breitbart News drew hundreds of reader
comments. The headline of a story on the Angry Patriot website that had 35,000 Facebook 'likes' read, "Islamic Takeover
CONFIRMED - American School Surrenders to SHARIA LAW."
Mary Baker, founder of Citizens for Quality Education-San Diego, urged the district to retract the policy. Her
organization planned a protest at Tuesday's school board meeting.
"Students may be taught about religion in its historical context, but public schools may not teach religion and its tenets,"
she said. "We care about all students and this new 'anti-bullying' policy specifically crafted to protect Muslim students is
discriminatory and may adversely affect the student body."
The school district said on its website that the plan addresses "some of the specific challenges faced by the Muslim
student community," which expressed concern about student safety last summer.
"We strongly believe students cannot learn if they are afraid, and so this initiative to combat Islamophobia is focused on
eliminating the fear faced by children," it says.
The district said it is not endorsing Islam, favoring a religion or imposing Sharia law.
Beiser said the school calendar and class materials include all major religions with no special treatment for Islam.
"The question is, 'Do all of our students feel safe in the classroom so they can focus on learning?' That's the question that
we seek to try to answer with this program."
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Argus Leader (Sioux Falls, South Dakota)
April 25, 2017

Jackley: U.S. dragged feet in bringing charges in terror threat case
By, Dana Ferguson, John Hult, dferguson@argusleader.com
A Sioux Falls man charged with making terrorist threats outside an anti-Islam event is set to appear in court Tuesday, a
week after police said they did not view his actions as criminal.
Attorney General Marty Jackley said Monday he charged Ehab Jaber, 45, after reviewing the video Jaber posted to
Facebook and reaching a different conclusion about it than local police.
Jackley said he was waiting for federal prosecutors to bring charges, and that when they didn't he decided to step in.
"They were given an opportunity to take action," Jackley said. "I think it's fair to state that there was a concern, and I
think it warranted a law enforcement response."
Jaber was arrested on Friday for a video he posted to Facebook Live outside a Sioux Falls hotel April 9. In the
video he holds up a Quran inside an anti-Islam speaking event and later flashes several firearms from inside his
car.
Sioux Falls police and FBI agents checked in with Jaber that night and said he didn't pose a serious threat to the
community. Jackley and Lincoln County State's Attorney Thomas Wollman later reached a different conclusion and
announced the terrorist threat charge Friday.
Wollman on Monday said review of the evidence led the pair to conclude that Jaber's recorded comments based on the
time, place and manner in which they were broadcast gave the attorneys reason to bring the charge.
"The totality of the situation was such that we felt comfortable in bringing charges in this matter," Wollman said Monday.
Wollman and Jackley said they aimed to insulate themselves from public input on the case and it had no bearing on their
decision to bring the charge against Jaber. Jackley also said the federal conclusion didn't have a bearing on the decision
to move forward.
Jackley said he's disagreed with federal agents on the Gear Up scandal in Platte, the EB-5 visa-buying investigation, and
on the legality of marijuana use at the Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe's casino.
"I have a history of protecting the public, regardless of what the F.B.I. does," Jackley said.
Jaber's criminal record in South Dakota contains only tickets for speeding, stop sign running and no insurance.
There has been criticism of the local authorities from Tennessee radio host Brannon Howse, who hosted the Hilton event
in Sioux Falls with a former Muslim turned Christian pastor named Shahram Hadian.
Several right-leaning national media outlets picked up the story in the days between Jaber's video and Friday's charges.
The Daily Caller ran a story on Jaber's video one week ago and another on the charges Monday morning, noting in each
story that Clemens told its reporter that no laws had been broken.
Howse posted a poll on his website Sunday asking what his viewers and listeners to "sound off" on the police response.
Howse told his followers via twitter that his vote was "I hope the prosecutor and police chief soon find themselves out of
a job."
"If a so-called Christian man, were to do this at a Muslim conference, do you think, almost two weeks later, he still would
not be facing any charges?" Howse asked on his Friday program.
Jackley shrugged off the criticism Monday, saying state and local authorities continued working together, and that respect
was given to the federal agents' role in terrorism cases.
"Local law enforcement did exactly what it was supposed to do," Jackley said. "This was an ongoing investigation, and
local law enforcement continued to gather evidence from witnesses, documents and others sources."
Jaber also pleaded not guilty on Monday to charges of possession of a controlled substance after a search of his Sioux
Falls home Friday yielded a small amount of methamphetamine and drug paraphernalia, according to Minnehaha County
State's Attorney Aaron McGowan.
Magistrate Judge Eric Johnson on Monday issued a $2,500 cash or surety bond in Jaber's case on the condition that Jaber
not use drugs or possess firearms.
McGowan said police found a Glock .40 pistol, AK-47 rifle, M4 rifle, Ruger .380 pistol and a .45-caliber pistol in Jaber's
home as well as 0.7 grams of methamphetamine, which Jaber told police he'd used.
Based on the evidence found in Jaber's home and the contents of the video he broadcast, McGowan unsuccessfully
requested that Johnson issue a $10,000 cash-only bond.
"People were afraid, people were terrified by the defendant's posts," McGowan said.
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After Jaber was arrested for the terrorism threat charge Friday, a search warrant was issued and Sioux Falls police searched
his apartment. Sam Clemens, a spokesman with the Sioux Falls Police Department, said Monday that the dual-county
jurisdiction and attention to the case weren't abnormal."This isn't anything unusual, as a matter of fact most of our big
cases we will send those either to the Minnehaha or Lincoln County state's attorneys office to review what took place and
let them make the deciding factor in any specific charges and what charges those are," he said. Clemens said Jaber had
the proper permits for the firearms he displayed in his Facebook Live video.An organizer of a protest that took place
outside the anti-Islam event on April 9 said she did not know Jaber. "I have no idea who that guy is," immigration attorney
Taneeza Islam said. "I feel no responsibility for anyone out there exercising their first amendment rights. What I do feel
responsible for are the people in our group who were peacefully protesting. I think they're very unrelated instances."
If convicted, Jaber could face up to 5 years in the state penitentiary and/or a fine of $10,000 for the terrorist threat charge.
Follow Dana Ferguson on Twitter @bydanaferguson and John Hult @ArgusJHult
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Sacramento Bee (California)
April 24, 2017

Trump reignites 'spirit of justice' for Muslim Day at Capitol
Welcome to the AM Alert, your morning run-down on California policy and politics. To receive it regularly, please sign
up for it here.
The title of Muslim Day at the Capitol this year says a lot: Action Trumps Fear.
More than 700 people are expected to turn out for the sixth annual event hosted by the California chapter of the
Council on American-Islamic Relations. Organizers expect higher engagement within the Muslim community than
past years largely due to President Donald Trump.
"The election of Trump and the campaign in general kind of reignited a spirit of justice within the community that was
very much dormant," said Yannina Casillas, legislative and government affairs coordinator for the organization. "A lot of
people are really interested in getting more involved."
A week after the inauguration, Trump attempted to make good on campaign promises with the first of two
executive orders blocking citizens of several predominantly Muslim countries from entering the U.S. Both orders
have been halted by federal judges, despite strong push back from the administration.
The full day program at the Capitol today includes a press conference at 11 a.m. to highlight several bills in the Legislature
that the council supports.
Casillas said the council is a sponsor of Senate Bill 31, also known as the California Religious Freedom Act. The bill bars
state and local governments from establishing their own or aiding in the creation of a religious registry that includes
someone's national origin or ethnicity. The council also supports Senate Bill 54, which bars state or local law enforcement
from using their resources to help federal immigration enforcement. Another measure, AB 158, attempts to establish more
accurate reporting of hate crimes.
WORTH REPEATING: "Jerry Brown headed to Beijing - not D.C. - to discuss environmental protection. Sad!"
- Tom Steyer, billionaire environmentalist, channeling President Donald Trump's style on Twitter
PUBLIC VS. CHARTER: In the latest battle between charter and public schools, lawmakers will hold a press conference
today to discuss three bills sponsored by the California Teachers Association. Sen. Tony Mendoza, D-Artesia, is expected
to discuss SB 808, which gives school districts the right to authorize charter schools in their jurisdictions. Los Angeles
Democratic Assemblyman Reggie Jones-Sawyer's AB 1478 requires charter schools to comply with the same conflict of
interest rules as school districts. Assemblyman Rob Bonta, D-Alameda, relates to school accountability and performance
standards. The event begins at 10 a.m. in room 1190.
TWIN BILLS: A pair of moderate Democrats are attempting to draw attention to twin bills on tax exemptions on
sales of manufacturing and research and development equipment. Sen. Jim Cooper, D-Elk Grove, and Sen.
Cathleen Galgiani, D-Stockton, will speak about AB 600 and SB 600 at 10 a.m. on the west steps of the Capitol. AB
600 is scheduled for a hearing in the Assembly Revenue and Tax Committee at 2:30 p.m. in room 126.
MUST READ: Adam Ashton details the long, troubled history of the Board of Equalization. Dan Walters says it's time
for the board to go
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The Salt Lake Tribune
April 24, 2017 Monday

France's political mainstream urges voters to back Macron; E.U., Germany,
Muslim and Jewish groups all seek to deny far-right Le Pen the presidency.
Paris France's established parties are rallying around the man who helped shut them out of the presidential runoff,
maverick centrist Emmanuel Macron -- an alliance of convenience aimed at keeping far-right Marine Le Pen out
of the Elysee Palace.
Support for Macron also poured in Monday from the seat of the European Union, as well as German Chancellor
Angela Merkel and Jewish and Muslim groups troubled by Le Pen's nationalist vision.
European stock markets surged, and France's main index hit its highest level since early 2008, as investors gambled
that the rise of populism around the world -- and its associated unpredictability in policymaking -- may have peaked.
It is now up to voters to decide whether to entrust him with this nuclear-armed nation in the May 7 presidential runoff.
Polls consider him the front-runner, but that's no guarantee that the French will come together to stop Le Pen the way they
stopped her father, Jean-Marie Le Pen, from reaching the presidency in 2002.
France's divided political mainstream, rejected by an angry electorate, united Monday to urge voters to back Macron and
reject Le Pen's far-right agenda.
Politicians on the moderate left and right, including French President Francois Hollande and the losing Socialist and
Republican party candidates in Sunday's first-round vote, maneuvered to block Le Pen's path to power.
In a solemn address from the Elysee palace, Hollande said he would vote for Macron, his former economy minister,
because Le Pen represents "both the danger of the isolation of France and of rupture with the European Union."
Hollande said the far-right would "deeply divide France" at a time when the terror threat requires solidarity.
"Faced with such a risk, it is not possible to remain silent or to take refuge in indifference," he said.
Voters narrowed the presidential field from 11 to two in Sunday's first-round vote; losers from across the spectrum called
on their supporters to choose Macron in round two. Only the defeated far-left candidate, Jean-Luc Melenchon, pointedly
refused to back Macron.
The contest is widely seen as a litmus test for the populist wave that last year prompted Britain to vote to leave the
European Union and U.S. voters to elect Donald Trump president.
Le Pen, meanwhile, is hoping to peel away voters historically opposed to her National Front Party, long tainted by racism
and anti-Semitism. On Monday, she announced she was temporarily stepping down as party leader, a move that appeared
to be aimed at drawing a wider range of potential voters.
"Tonight, I am no longer the president of the National Front. I am the presidential candidate," she said on French public
television news, adding that she wanted to be "above partisan considerations."
National Front party officials also joined the chorus, noting that a vote for Le Pen would be a natural move for
those fed up with the status quo.
"The voters who voted for Mr. Melenchon are angry voters. They can be in agreement with us," Steve Brios, the
mayor of Le Pen's northern bastion of Henin-Beaumont, told The Associated Press, adding that those far-left
voters sought choices "outside the system."

Page | 85

The Washington Times
24 April 2017

Muslim Brotherhood earns its terrorist designation
Cynthia Farahat
In an April 11 Brookings Institution report titled "Is the Muslim Brotherhood a terrorist organization?" senior
fellow Shadi Hamid states that the Trump administration's proposed designation of the Muslim Brotherhood as a
terrorist group "could have significant consequences for the U.S., the Middle East, and the world."
Among many astounding claims in the report, the three most misleading among them begin with his statement
that the Muslim Brotherhood is a "non-violent Islamist Group," that "there is not a single American expert on the
Muslim Brotherhood who supports designating them as a Foreign Terrorist Organization," and that President
Trump's advisors were enlisting Americans in what Mr. Hamid's calls, "civilization struggle."
First, there is overwhelming evidence that Muslim Brotherhood is indeed a violent terrorist organization. The
Brotherhood's slogan is "'Allah is our objective; the Prophet is our leader; the Quran is our law; Jihad is our way; dying
in the way of Allah is our highest hope." Thus, it shouldn't come as a surprise that nearly every Sunni terrorist group in
the world was either fully or partially founded by active or former Brotherhood operatives. Brotherhood-linked terrorist
organizations include, ISIS, al-Qaeda, Hamas, and al-Gama'at al-Islamiyya. Moreover, the Brotherhood also has active
militias such as, "95 Brigade," a Brotherhood terrorist group founded in 1995, which is currently operating under the
direction of the Brotherhood Guidance office. The Brotherhood also has a well-funded transnational multi-lingual
propaganda machine, which makes it more dangerous.
In a series of interviews with al-Jazeera TV, Osama Yassin, a minister in former President Mohammed Morsi's cabinet,
revealed that 95 Brigade engaged in the abduction, beating, and torture of "thugs" and threw Molotov cocktails at their
opponents. The brigade operatives were also implicated in the killing of anti-Brotherhood protestors. In March 2014, for
example, two Brotherhood operatives were sentenced to death after an online video clip showed them killing a teenager
by throwing him from a building.
Under Mr. Morsi's leadership, current Brotherhood leaders were personally involved in torture. During an interview with
al-Jazeera TV, in 2011, Brotherhood leader Safwat Hegazy, bragged about his involvement in torturing a man whom he
suspected was a police officer.
Egyptian Ambassador to Venezuela, Yehyia Najm, is among the numerous victims of what is known in Egypt as
the "Brotherhood's Slaughterhouses." Ambassador Najm stated that the room where he was held captive and
tortured with 49 other people, was "like a Nazi camp." This is Mr. Shadi Hamid's idea of a "non-violent group."
Second, Mr. Hamid's claim that there are no American experts on the Muslim Brotherhood who support its designation
as a terror group, is wrong. The Middle East Forum, one of the America's most renowned think tanks that specializes in
Middle East and Islamic terrorism studies, supports the Brotherhood's terror designation. Also, Mr. Trump's advisor,
Walid Phares, one of America's most respected experts on Islamic terrorism and the Middle East, supports the
Brotherhood's terror designation. Andrew C. McCarthy III, former assistant U.S. attorney for the Southern District of
New York, who led the 1995 terrorism prosecution against Sheikh Omar Abdel Rahman and 11 others, also supports the
Brotherhood terror designation. Yet, Mr. Hamid chooses to ignore them, as he also chooses to ignore other facts.
Third, Mr. Hamid claimed that, "This language works to enlist Americans to join the "civilizational struggle" -- an idea
once reserved for those from the farthest fringes of the far right in the United States, now held by people in the very center
of American power: the White House."
Mr. Hamid may have borrowed the term, "civilization struggle," or "A'mali Jihadia Hadaria," (civilization jihad
operation) from the Muslim Brotherhood's International Apparatus. The nihilistic term first appeared in a 1991
document titled "The Explanatory Memorandum," which outlined the Muslim Brotherhood's strategic goals for
North America. This memorandum was entered as evidence in the Holy Land Foundation terror funding trial in
2008, the largest terror financing case in U.S. history.
This wouldn't be the first time the Brookings Institution engaged in misleading disinformation on behalf of the Muslim
Brotherhood. For example, a Brookings Institution article stated that the fourth of the Muslim Brotherhood's 10 Thawabet
(precepts) in their bylaws, specified that "during the process of establishing democracy and relative political freedom, the
Muslim Brotherhood is committed to abide by the rules of democracy and its institutions."
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This is a bold misrepresentation of the fourth precept. According to the Brotherhood's own standards and internal bylaws,
the fourth precept is violent jihad and martyrdom, which the Brotherhood states is an obligation of every individual
Muslim, as well as the collective obligation of their organization.
There is a civilization jihad or struggle as Mr. Hamid called it, but it's waged against America and the western
world by the very people he is defending. To answer Mr. Hamid's question if the Muslim Brotherhood is a terrorist
organization, the answer is yes, indeed they are a terrorist organization.
Mr. Trump's administration needs to designate the Muslim Brotherhood as a terror group. Congress should also
require think tanks to disclose any foreign funding received, while lobbying Congress. These financial disclosures
will help combat disinformation campaigns targeting lawmakers, including reports like Mr. Hamid's.
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Winona Daily News (Minnesota)
April 24, 2017 Monday

Michael Gerson: Trump's critics are playing into his hand
WASHINGTON -- For those of us convinced that Donald Trump's defects of character, lack of knowledge,
encouragement of social division and disregard for democratic norms outweigh any good he may do -- the rough definition
of being #NeverTrump -- these are confusing and challenging times.
Trump's solid basis of support is relatively homogeneous. It is fed up with foreigners, with foreign entanglements
and with the political class as a whole. Its worst temptation is dehumanization -- reducing migrants, refugees and
Muslims to threatening types.
Trump opponents, in contrast, could hardly be more ideologically diverse -- from conservatives (like me), to libertarians,
to the hardest of the hard left. We have little in common but a hashtag. And our worst temptation is also dehumanization
-- turning Trump supporters into threatening types. It is a habit of mind that may help consolidate Trump's control of the
GOP and thus his prospects for re-election.
Apropos is a recent, excellent article by Caitlin Flanagan in The Atlantic, arguing that the tone and approach of liberal,
late-night television are invading and discrediting a serious Trump critique. The typical monologue, as Flanagan describes,
is an "excoriating, profanity-strewn, ad hominem tirade against the president (and by extension against anyone who might
agree, in any small measure, with his actions)."
Flanagan recounts how late-night personality Samantha Bee set up and ridiculed a young Trump supporter (for which
Bee later apologized). "Trump and Bee," Flanagan argues, "are on different sides politically, but culturally they are
drinking from the same cup, one filled with the poisonous nectar of reality TV and its baseless values. ... Trump and Bee
share a penchant for verbal cruelty and a willingness to mock the defenseless."
It is far more consequential, of course, when Trump does the mocking. But Flanagan is correct that the attitude of latenight television gets mixed up in the public mind with the mainstream media and appears to many as a monolith of cruel,
establishment bias.
On the whole, people can better tolerate being shouted at than being sneered at. And the sneer of the knowledge
class was clearly a motivating factor for many Trump voters. They felt condescension from the commanding
heights of the culture and set out to storm its highest point. The pose of late-night television -- duplicated by many
on the left -- is a continuing provocation. It is the general, obnoxious attitude in which it is somehow permissible
for the Democratic National Committee to hawk a T-shirt on its website saying, "Democrats give a sh*t about
people."
This leads to a second, divisive and counterproductive tendency among anti-Trump forces. For many on the left, the
energy of opposition to the president is only useful to drive an existing agenda -- and to drive the Democratic Party
leftward. When women marched on the day after Trump's inauguration, their platform included "open access to safe,
legal, affordable abortion" -- as though this was the natural position for all who have deep concerns about the president.
Some talk of growing discontent as a "left-wing tea party" -- as though this were finally the chance for MoveOn.org and
the Occupy movement to complete their October Revolution in the Democratic Party.
Warns former Barack Obama official Michael Wear: "The Democratic Party should view Donald Trump's takeover of
the GOP as an opportunity to build a lasting majority. Instead, they view Trump as offering license to move further to the
left on policy and still win."
Consider where trends might take us. At the presidential level, there is currently no center-right party in America. With
the ascendency of its Elizabeth Warren-Bernie Sanders wing, there would be no center-left party in America. The
ideological and cultural sorting of the two parties would be complete, and nearly every issue would become a culture war
battle.
It is safe to say that many recent presidents have been saved by the radicalism, overreach and foolishness of their
opposition. Some on the right went a bridge too far in impeaching Bill Clinton and discredited themselves with
conspiratorial accusations about the death of Vince Foster. Some on the left were off-puttingly feverish in their
presentation of George W. Bush as an election-stealing cowboy who may have been complicit in the 9/11 attacks. Some
on the right used overheated rhetoric against Obama's supposed socialism and obsessed on his birth certificate.
A substantive, centrist response to Trump has a chance of releasing his hold on the GOP and the country. A sneering,
dismissive, dehumanizing, conspiratorial, hard left leaning response to Trump is his fondest hope.
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Reluctant to issue another injunction
WASHINGTON - A federal judge on Friday seemed reluctant to issue another nationwide injunction against
President Donald Trump's revised travel ban, saying two courts already have halted the bid to stop immigration
from six predominantly Muslim counties.
U.S. District Judge Tanya Chutkan said at a hearing in the nation's capital that blocking the executive order might be an
"academic exercise" given similar rulings from courts in Hawaii and Maryland.
Chutkan heard arguments from Iranian-American and Muslim groups that say Iranians have faced unusual
delays and disruptions in visa processing even while the ban is on hold. They want a more sweeping injunction
than those imposed by other courts, one that seeks in part to resume the normal visa application process.
But Chutkan expressed concern that ordering consular officials to issue visas "would take the court into areas
where the court is not supposed to act."
Justice Department lawyers disputed the challengers' claims and said the court should not second-guess the president's
foreign policy decisions.
After a two-hour hearing, Chutkan asked both sides for additional briefing on the practical implications of ruling in the
case.
The organizations challenging the ban include the Pars Equality Center, the Iranian American Bar Association, the
National Iranian American Council and the Public Affairs Alliance of Iranian Americans. The lawsuit includes more than
a dozen people who claim the order is harming students, interfering with business travel and separating couples and
families.
The case is unusual because Chutkan earlier this week allowed witnesses to testify in court about the effects of the travel
ban, the first time a judge has permitted live testimony in a case challenging the order.
Representing the Iranian-American groups, lawyer Cyrus Mehri said no other court in the country has the "robust record"
that shows the harm caused by the ban.
"We've had ongoing harm of visas being cancelled and they're still not being reinstituted," Mehri said.
Federal judges in Maryland and Hawaii last month blocked the vast majority of the ban, which would restrict
immigration of people from six predominantly Muslim countries - Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen.
The Trump administration is appealing both rulings.
The revised travel ban issued in March is narrower than an earlier one from January that was blocked by a federal judge
in Washington state. It temporarily bars new visas for citizens of the six countries and suspends the U.S. refugee program
for 120 days.
Acting Assistant Attorney General Chad Readler argued that the ban targets countries, not religious groups, and said the
court should not undermine the president's power to protect national security.
"It's not a dispute with the Iranian people, it's a problem with the Iranian government," Readler said.
But Chutkan said those arguments are undercut by comments Trump and his advisers made during the election campaign
and after indicating a desire to focus on Muslims.
Any decision in the Washington, D.C., case to block the travel ban would take effect only if the other two orders were
reversed. But it also could be broader if it covers part of the order affecting visa procedures.
Chutkan suggested the portion relating to the visa process seems to rely on other sections already halted by another court.
Justice Department lawyer Daniel Schwei said there was no evidence to suggest visa delays for some Iranians had
anything to do with the travel ban. He warned the court against issuing an order that would amount to "global
micromanagement of the State Department's consular posts and offices."
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JUDGE KOZINSKI
THE JUDGE
LESLEY STAHL: President Trump`s attempts to impose a ban on travelers from half a dozen Muslim-majority
nations have been stymied by federal judges, highlighting the power of the courts to act as a lever against executive
power. Tonight, we talk with a prominent and controversial judge on the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals, Alex Kozinski, a
conservative appointed by President Reagan. His Court of Appeals, the nation`s largest, covering the western United
States, refused to lift the block on the President`s travel ban in February, and is scheduled to weigh in on the revised ban
next month.
We sat down with Judge Kozinski to discuss his distrust of authority, his crusade against dishonest prosecutors,
the so-called Muslim ban, and what he thinks of President Trump`s singling out and attacking federal judges.
(Begin VT)
LESLEY STAHL: Let`s say, hypothetically, that President Trump decided to single you out, how would you handle it?
ALEX KOZINSKI: Well, so long as he spells my name right, it`s okay.
LESLEY STAHL: Really?
ALEX KOZINSKI: Yes.
LESLEY STAHL (voiceover): Judge Alex Kozinski, one of the country`s most influential conservative federal judges,
has some advice for the President.
ALEX KOZINSKI: My advice would be to whoever is going after judges by name, whether it`s the President or anybody
else, I think it`s a terrible idea. I don`t think it`s a very smart thing to do.
LESLEY STAHL: Is there an etiquette that this isn`t done?
ALEX KOZINSKI: I think that litigants before the court should be very careful about insulting the people who make the
decisions.
LESLEY STAHL: Are you suggesting the President needs to be careful?
ALEX KOZINSKI: Yes, when the President is a litigant I think it`s wise for him not to comment on the judges. It`s not
going to help anything, all it`s going to do is emphasize the weakness of your position.
LESLEY STAHL: So, he`s just advertising that he`s on shaky ground?
ALEX KOZINSKI: I think it has that tendency, yes.
PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP: A judge has just blocked our executive order-LESLEY STAHL (voiceover): Not only has President Trump castigated individual judges, he has targeted Judge
Kozinski`s 9th Circuit Court, saying it should be split in two.
PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP: People are screaming break up the 9th Circuit. Take a look at how many times
they have been overturned with their terrible decisions. Take a look.
ALEX KOZINSKI: The 9th Circuit can`t be split, and won`t be split. It`s a terrible idea.
LESLEY STAHL: Why is it a terrible idea? The President himself has come after the Circuit saying that eighty percent
of your decisions are overturned by the Supreme Court.
ALEX KOZINSKI: Generally, when the Supreme Court takes cases they take them to overturn. They overturn something
like seventy or eighty percent of all cases that they take. So, we are, right there, sort of in the middle.
CROWD (in unison): No ban, no wall.
LESLEY STAHL (voiceover): Mister Trump`s quarrel with the 9th Circuit heated up after it upheld a lower court`s
blocking of his controversial travel ban.
PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP: Aren`t our borders getting extremely strong?
LESLEY STAHL (voiceover): In the opinion, the judges noted that during the campaign, candidate Trump made
numerous statements, about his intent to implement a Muslim ban, which would be unconstitutional.
CROWD (in unison): USA.
LESLEY STAHL (voiceover): But in this case Judge Kozinski sides with the President. He wrote in a dissenting opinion
that you can`t hold an elected official hostage to every statement made while campaigning, when ".in truth the poor shlub`s
only intention is to get elected."
In defending the travel ban, you talked about the First Amendment.
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ALEX KOZINSKI: The First Amendment is really at the very core of political speech, and political speech is at the core
of the First Amendment. So, we want to be very careful to make sure that candidates for office are free to express their
views so that people will make an informed choice. We don`t want them holding back, and sort of concealing their views
and then disclosing them afterwards.
LESLEY STAHL (voiceover): Holding a candidate`s statements against him, he wrote: ".will chill campaign speech."
ALEX KOZINSKI: Candidates will promise the sun and the moon. Everybody understands that you`re not going to get
the sun and they moon. You`re probably not going to get either.
LESLEY STAHL: What about when a President lies?
ALEX KOZINSKI: Well, you`ve read the Prince. Machiavelli said it is the duty of a prince to lie.
LESLEY STAHL: Is that the way you see it?
ALEX KOZINSKI: I think in certain circumstances, that`s probably right.
ALEX KOZINSKI (in court): You are being unreasonable.
LESLEY STAHL (voiceover): Being provocative is classic Kozinski.
ALEX KOZINSKI (in court): You could have said bam.
LESLEY STAHL (voiceover): Another example: his support of the death penalty, but not by lethal injection.
ALEX KOZINSKI: I think the use of lethal injection is the way of lying to ourselves, to make it look like executions
are peaceful, are benign, are sort of like going to sleep, and they`re not. They`re brutal things.
LESLEY STAHL: Now, you have proposed alternatives. You prefer firing squad to lethal injections.
ALEX KOZINSKI: Never fails.
LESLEY STAHL: But you`ve also said the guillotine?
ALEX KOZINSKI: That`s right.
LESLEY STAHL: Really? The guillotine? Come on.
ALEX KOZINSKI: Well, you know, it`s a hundred percent effective and it leaves no doubt that what we are doing is a
violent thing. If we as a society are willing to take away human life, we should be willing to watch it.
LESLEY STAHL: You know, you`re very soft-spoken and you have a very placid look on your face and you say very
outspoken, almost incendiary things like that. I think sometimes people sort of miss the provocation of what you`re saying.
ALEX KOZINSKI: On the contrary, the softer you speak, the more the provocation is heard.
LESLEY STAHL (voiceover): Judge Kozinski has spent over three decades on this bench at the 9th Circuit.
ALEX KOZINSKI (in court): We couldn`t-LESLEY STAHL (voiceover): In his ruling on thousands of cases, there`s one constant: a deep-rooted distrust of authority
which, like his thick accent, is a product of his childhood.
ALEX KOZINSKI: I was born under Communism.
LESLEY STAHL: Where were you born?
ALEX KOZINSKI: I was born in Romania. And I know what it`s like to live in a system where you can`t speak, you have
to whisper, where the state is so pervasive and so intrusive.
LESLEY STAHL (voiceover): Kozinski was the only child of Holocaust survivors who raised him a committed
Communist, which he remained, even when his parents decided to defect when he was eleven.
ALEX KOZINSKI: As we were leaving Romania, we`re on the train. I still remember having these thoughts and plans
about how I was going to start a Workers` Revolution in the West. And then we got to Vienna, and I discovered chocolate,
and bubble gum, and bananas. And my God, I became an instant capitalist.
LESLEY STAHL (voiceover): By the time he and his parents moved to Los Angeles when he was seventeen, he was allAmerican with a streak of flamboyance, as when he made his TV debut on the Dating Game, up against Squiggy of
Laverne and Shirley.
(Excerpt from Dating Game)
LESLEY STAHL (voiceover): He got the girl but then, she stood him up. He had better luck at UCLA law school, where
he finished top of his class and then landed a job in Washington working for President Reagan, who later appointed
Kozinski to the prestigious 9th Circuit when he was just thirty- five, the youngest in a century. He quickly emerged as a
brilliant, conservative legal thinker, but with an independent streak.
Do you know the word that`s used most to describe you?
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POLITICAL HACK JOB Cabbies fined for hailing the Chief!
SOME PRO-TRUMP cabbies are driving New Yorkers crazy.
At least four taxi drivers have each been fined hundreds of dollars by the city for praising President Trump - and, in some
cases, making offensive comments to passengers, the Daily News has learned.
One political hack was hit with a $1,100 penalty and given three points on his license after a passenger complained
that he went on a racist tirade during a Nov. 30 ride to Kennedy Airport, ranting that "the traffic is the fault of f----g Africans and Muslims and that Trump is great for this country."
The driver, Mark Maehle, told The News that what he said wasn't illegal and griped that the city's Taxi and Limousine
Commission fined him because of its liberal agenda.
"They're punishing me for voting for Trump," Maehle, 57, said.
Another cabbie, Anthony Porat, was fined $200 when passengers got into his taxi a few days after the presidential
election and he immediately chanted, "Hurray for Donald Trump! I love this man! F--- you, liberals!"
The TLC charged Maehle with harassment and Porat for being discourteous after the passengers made 311 complaints
about them.
Between August 2016 and January, the city's 311 system received nine complaints about drivers who invoked Trump
while running their mouths during rides, according to records obtained by The News.
However, only four complaints led to charges and fines. The other five complaints were closed because passengers either
didn't respond to TLC investigators' phone calls or refused to cooperate once the probe was launched.
One passenger declined to assist the TLC even though she had what she described as the "worst ride ever."
"This man would not stop preaching loudly about his love for Trump," the rider wrote in a complaint submitted on Jan.
23. "I should've been paid to ride with him!"
If the passenger cooperates and the TLC determines the complaint has merit, then the agency issues a summons to the
driver. A judge from the city's Office of Trials and Administrative Hearings then adjudicates the case.
Drivers are either found guilty or innocent - or they can settle the case.
Maehle, who lives in Rockaway Park, Queens, and has been a cabbie for seven years, said he settled his case - agreeing
to the $1,110 fine and the points because he feared a stiffer penalty if he fought the charge.
Nonetheless, he could still be out of a job.
Three weeks ago, the TLC slapped him with another summons for making more derogatory comments about
Muslims during a different cab ride, he said.
Maehle said this time the TLC suspended his hack license until his hearing in May.
Again, he said, he's the victim of a liberal city.
"Is that grounds for me losing my job because I'm a conservative?" he asked. "I know this is New York and they
don't play by the same rules as the United States of America."
TLC spokeswoman Rebecca Harshbarger said agency rules prohibit drivers from threatening, harassing, abusing or being
discourteous to any person.
"Some passengers and drivers may enjoy discussing politics or current vents and sharing perspectives, but drivers must
always follow TLC rules while providing service," she said. "Passengers have the right to a safe and courteous driver, as
well as a quiet ride."
To Maehle, the TLC's rules are as phony as the fake news Trump often decries. He said he's a proud American who has
a right to speak his mind.
"I'm born and raised in this country for many generations going back through the Civil War, and we've been paying taxes,"
he said.
Maehle added that the government has stacked the deck against him.
"They don't like people like me," he said. "If I was a liberal or an immigrant, they would put me in a big apartment and
give me this and that."
Porat, a Russian immigrant who has been driving yellow cabs for more than 25 years, also griped that the city had
a bias against him.
"This city is pro-Hillary, pro-Democrat," said Porat, 69. "I respect them to a point but I have a point too."
He said he also paid the fine so he could keep driving a taxi.
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He said that during the cab ride that got him in trouble, he made a simple pro-Trump comment about him winning the
White House and said Hillary Clinton was going to jail. Porat said a female passenger didn't like that.
"When she got out, she showed me the middle finger," he said. "So I said, 'F--- liberals.' Nothing personal to her."
The passenger who complained about Porat had a much different version of events.
She said in her 311 complaint that Porat refused to stop his Trump chants during the ride.
"I have lived here since 1989 and have had almost exclusively positive experiences with NYC Yellow Cab drivers," she
wrote. "So this was - and hopefully is - an anomaly."
Not all the 311 complaints were pro-Trump tirades.
One complaint that didn't lead to a summons was about a driver calling passengers ignorant and accusing them of voting
for Trump. But a few of the complaints were about drivers invoking Trump while bashing immigrants.
A for-hire livery driver, Ramon Reyes, settled the charges against him - agreeing to pay a $250 fine after being rude to a
mother of twins during a ride in the Bronx a day after the election.
Reyes said he was glad Trump won so the new commander-in- chief would send the mom back to her country, according
to the complaint.
In another complaint, a passenger said he and his wife would steer clear of yellow taxi drivers after their Jan. 22 ride on
the Upper East Side.
The passenger said cabbie Shamsul Chowdhury refused to let them pay with a credit card, then "proceeded to lecture and
harass us for (the) entire ride about how we were ruining the economy." They claim the driver told them to take an Uber
next time.
Chowdhury, who could not be reached for comment, also said "Trump would fix the problem people like us cause,"
according to the complaint.
An administrative judge later found Chowdhury guilty of being discourteous and slapped him with a $300 fine.
"Maybe he is right, based on this experience, I'm more likely to use Uber next time!" the passenger said.
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Furda: Too early to tell if Trump's travel ban is going to impact applications
from international students
Penn administrators and alumni said it might be premature to make conclusions of the "Trump effect" on applications
from international students.
A recent article from The New York Times cited a report by the American Association of Collegiate Registrars
and Admissions Officers that found nearly 40 percent of American universities have seen a decrease in
international applications since Trump's travel ban -- an executive order prohibiting nationals of six Muslimmajority countries from entering the United States.
The study also found that 35 percent of colleges have observed an increase in international applications, while 26 percent
have witnessed no change at all.
Penn saw a 10 percent increase in the number of international applications for the class of 2021.
Dean of Admissions Eric Furda said he "[doesn't] see how the election in November is a cause for impact in applications
this year."
However, he added that while this year's application numbers have not been affected, the number of international students
who choose to enroll this year and the applicant totals for future years could decrease because of Trump's executive order.
1986 Wharton graduate Laurie Kopp Weingarten, co-founder and CEO of One-Stop College Counseling, recalled a
conversation her colleague had with an international student who decided to attend a Canadian college because of Trump's
policies.
"A girl was deciding between two U.S. colleges and two Canadian colleges and she went to see the counselor today
and said, 'My parents want to me to go to one of the Canadian schools because it's safer,'" Weingarten said. "The
counselor asked, 'What do you mean by safer?' and she said, 'Because of Trump.'"
Weingarten said certain Canadian universities have witnessed an increase in applications, which could indicate a possible
decrease applications to American colleges.
"McGill [University] applications are way up, and they have not given everyone decisions yet," Weingarten said.
"They've been saying since the day after Trump won, they're getting a ton of inquiries, starting literally from Election
Day, about coming to school in Canada."
However, Weingarten also said the Times article was "sensational" in the way it reported the findings of the AACRAO
study.
She said the travel ban "probably has had an effect" on applications from international students, but believes the Times'
headline -- "Amid 'Trump Effect' Fear, 40% of Colleges See Dip in Foreign Applicants" -- is an overstatement.
In her view, more data is required to actually understand the implications of the "Trump Effect."
Furda agreed, adding that it's too early to jump to a conclusion. As of now there is not enough data to support a cause
and effect relationship between application statistics and Trump's policies.
"People like causality. It makes them feel comfortable. There's a reason they can rationalize it, react to it and adjust to
it," he said.
"The year before Malia Obama decided to defer a year or take a gap year, Penn saw a spike in the number of
students who requested a gap year," Furda said. "If that had happened the year Malia Obama did a gap year,
everyone would say there's a 'Malia Obama Gap Year Effect.'"
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Another 'lost decade' for tourism?; Trump's proposed travel ban and other
plans are dealing a blow of billions of dollars to the industry
In January, flight attendants at Los Angeles International Airport watch a protest of the U.S. entry ban. An estimated 4.3
million fewer people are coming to the United States this year, resulting in $7.4 billion in lost revenue, according to the
firm Tourism Economics. It's expected to be worse next year.
The cancellations came quickly and in rapid succession. Within days of President Trump's first executive order
restricting travelers from seven Muslim-majority countries, a number of European travel groups pulled their
plans, amounting to a loss of 2,000 overnight stays for Hostelling International USA.
The ban would complicate travel for citizens of the countries cited - among them Iran, Syria and Libya. But
Canadians and Europeans and others were dropping their plans, too. As group organizers put it, people suddenly
had an unsettling sense that the United States wasn't as welcoming a place as it once was.
The result was a wave of withdrawals. "Getting those cancellations all at once, that was startling," said Russ Hedge,
chief executive of HIU, which oversees 52 hostels across the country. "We've never seen something like that."
From hostels to major hotel chains such as Marriott, tour group operators to outfits that cater to business travelers, the toll
of Trump's proposals on the nation's tourism industry has been swift. Some say long-term damage has been done.
And it could be compounded by recent reports of Trump administration plans to implement "extreme vetting" of foreign
travelers. Visitors - including those from allies such as France and Germany - could be pressed to turn over cellphone
contacts, social media passwords and financial records, according to a Wall Street Journal report.
"The travel ban is only a negative at this point," said Michael Bellisario, an analyst for the investment bank Robert
W. Baird & Co. "It hurts travel, regardless of whether we're talking about one of the six banned countries or not,"
he said, referring to the second, revised entry ban.
Demand for flights to the United States has fallen in nearly every country since January, according to Hopper, a travelbooking app that analyzes more than 10 billion daily airfare price quotes to derive its data. Searches for U.S. flights from
China and Iraq have dropped 40 percent since Trump's inauguration, while demand in Ireland and New Zealand is down
about 35 percent. (One exception: Russia, where searches for flights to the United States have surged 60 percent since
January.)
The result could be an estimated 4.3 million fewer people coming to the United States this year, resulting in $7.4 billion
in lost revenue, according to Tourism Economics, a Philadelphia-based analytics firm. Next year, the fallout is expected
to be even larger, with 6.3 million fewer tourists and $10.8 billion in losses. Miami is expected to be hit hardest, followed
by San Francisco and New York, the firm said.
The administration's travel ban deals a blow to an industry that has only recently recovered from a $600 billion loss after
the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks.
"In the aftermath of 9/11, at first people didn't feel safe coming here, and then they didn't feel welcome," said
Jonathan Grella, an executive vice president at the U.S. Travel Association. "Our industry still refers to that as
'the lost decade.' There is a very real risk that that could happen again."
As anecdotal evidence mounts, industry experts say it's increasingly clear that travelers from all over - Canada and
Mexico, Europe and Asia - are rethinking their plans to visit the United States.
Marriott International, the world's largest hotel chain, has noted a 15 percent drop in bookings from Mexico to the United
States. Meanwhile, bookings from the Middle East to the United States fell about 30 percent in February. The strong
dollar, executives said, contributed to a decline in international travel to the United States.
Mike McCormick, executive director of the Global Business Travel Association, said that after Trump's first travel order,
there was a "pronounced drop in bookings," resulting in estimated losses of $185 million.
"It hurts the industry," he said. "You have discretion in moving meetings and events to other places. They don't have to
be in New York or Chicago or here in the U.S."
At Hostelling International, among the first to cancel was a British-based youth group that had planned a trip for 400 to
the East Coast this summer. The three-week gathering, called Merit360, was to culminate in presentations to the United
Nations.
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But then Trump issued his first travel ban. Nearly 80 citizens of the affected countries had already paid their deposits for
the annual trip. The year before, when Barack Obama was president and there were no such bans in place, nearly 200 of
the organization's 550 participants had failed to acquire proper visas for their trip. This year was bound to be much worse.
"This has been a setback on so many levels," said Marlou Hermsen, chief operating officer of World Merit, which
oversees the program. "When the first ban was announced, that's when we thought: It's real. We're not welcome
anymore."
Two-thirds of participants voted to move the gathering to Britain, with plans to meet with Parliament in London instead
of the United Nations in New York.
Grella, of the U.S. Travel Association, says it's not so much the executive orders that bother him, but the fact that the U.S.
government hasn't made an effort to reassure international travelers.
"All it takes is a little rebranding: 'Here's who's no longer welcome for the time being, but for everybody else, yes,
we're open for business,' " Grella said. "The ripple effects of this are very real. We've unnecessarily ruffled a lot
of feathers."
Since Trump announced the ban, Marie Aguado has canceled three trips: business travel to Los Angeles, a visit to see her
brother in Austin and a family vacation to Disney World.
"We're afraid to leave," said Aguado, an American who lives in Mexico City with her French-born husband and
two daughters. She asked to be identified by her middle and last names for fear of government retribution.
"I'm dead serious about not going home," she said. "When the ban happened, I was thinking of my children."
Aguado's oldest daughter was born in Dubai. The other was born in Mexico City. Both are also French citizens.
"I was just thinking they're going to see my daughter was born in the Middle East," she said. "And then what's going to
happen? I got totally freaked out and said to my brother, 'I'm not coming to see you anymore. Come see me.' "
Just one more wrinkle, she said: Her brother's wife is a green-card holder from Ukraine.
"They're afraid to travel, too," Aguado said.
That fear of leaving - and re-entering - the United States has led to a slowdown in traffic to Mexican border cities, which
have long been popular destinations for shoppers and those seeking cheaper health care.
Carlos Jimenez Robles, the president of the chamber of commerce in the border town of Nogales, said that the number of
shoppers crossing into Mexico had dropped by 40 percent.
"We have seen a hardening by border agents, where they have more questions for people, more doubts about who people
are," Jimenez said. "Not only with tourists, also with American citizens."
Not everybody reported an immediate slowdown in business.
Small World Vacations, a travel agency in New Jersey that specializes in Disney vacations, hasn't noticed much of a dropoff, either. It has received just one cancellation this year, from an Iranian American with a German passport. He didn't
want to leave on a Disney cruise to the Bahamas out of fear he wouldn't be allowed back into the country, said Sue
Pisaturo, the agency's founder.
"We do get our share of international travelers from every country - even countries I've never heard of - but so far it's
business as usual," she said.
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Syria Changed the World
ISTANBUL -- The world seems awash in chaos and uncertainty, perhaps more so than at any point since the end of the
Cold War.
Authoritarian-leaning leaders are on the rise, and liberal democracy itself seems under siege. The post-World War II order
is fraying as fighting spills across borders and international institutions -- built, at least in theory, to act as brakes on
wanton slaughter -- fail to provide solutions. Populist movements on both sides of the Atlantic are not just riding antiestablishment anger, but stoking fears of a religious ''other,'' this time Muslims.
These challenges have been crystallized, propelled and intensified by a conflagration once dismissed in the West
as peripheral, to be filed, perhaps, under ''Muslims killing Muslims'': the war in Syria.
Now in its seventh year, this war allowed to rage for so long, killing 400,000 Syrians and plunging millions more into
misery, has sent shock waves around the world. Millions have fled to neighboring countries, some pushing on to Europe.
The notion that the postwar world would no longer let leaders indiscriminately kill their own citizens now seems in full
retreat. The Syrian government's response to rebellion, continuing year after year, threatens to normalize levels of state
brutality not seen in decades. All the while President Bashar al-Assad invokes an excuse increasingly popular among the
world's governments since Sept. 11: He is ''fighting terror.''
''Syria did not cause everything,'' said the Syrian dissident Yassin al-Haj Saleh, a secular leftist who spent nearly two
decades as a political prisoner under Mr. Assad's father and predecessor, Hafez. ''But yes, Syria changed the world.''
The United Nations Security Council is paralyzed. Aid agencies are overwhelmed. Even a United States missile strike
on a Syrian military air base, ordered by President Trump in retaliation for a chemical attack on a rebel-held town, seems
little more than a blip in the turmoil, the latest unilateral intervention in the war. Two weeks later, the Syrian government,
backed by Russia, continues its scorched-earth bombings.
There remains no consensus on what should have been or could still be done for Syria, or whether a more, or less,
muscular international approach would have brought better results.
The Obama White House kept Syria at arm's length, determined, understandably, to avoid the mistakes of the invasion
and occupation of Iraq. And Western leaders surmised that unlike the 1990s civil war in Bosnia, the Syrian conflict could
burn in isolation from their countries.
Moral or not, that calculation was incorrect. The crisis has crossed Europe's doorstep and is roiling its politics.
''We've thrown values by the wayside, but also not been able to act in our own interests, because we let things go too
long,'' said Joost Hiltermann, a Dutch citizen who is the Middle East director for the International Crisis Group.
The conflict began in 2011, with political protests. Syrian security forces cracked down, and with Western support
stronger in rhetoric than reality, some of Mr. Assad's opponents took up arms. The government responded with mass
detentions, torture, starvation sieges and bombing of rebel-held areas. Extremist jihadists arose, with the Islamic State
eventually declaring a caliphate and fomenting violence in Europe.
More than five million Syrians have fled their country. Hundreds of thousands joined a refugee trail across the
Mediterranean Sea to Europe.
Images of crowds of desperate refugees -- and of the extreme violence they had faced at home -- were used by
politicians to fuel fears of Islam, and of Muslims. That lifted far-right European parties already riding on
resentment of immigrants, from Finland to Hungary.
The refugee crisis has posed one of the biggest challenges in memory to the cohesion of the European Union and some
of its core values: freedom of movement, common borders, pluralism. It heightened anxieties over identity and culture,
feeding off economic insecurity and mistrust of governing elites that grew over decades with globalization and financial
crises.
Suddenly European countries were erecting fences and internment camps to stop migrants. While Germany welcomed
refugees, other countries resisted sharing the burden. The far right spoke of protecting white, Christian Europe. Even the
Brexit campaign played, in part, on fears of the refugees.
On Sunday, the anti-immigrant, anti-Muslim candidate Marine Le Pen -- who wants Mr. Assad to stay in power -- could
win the first round of French elections. A German right-wing party has Chancellor Angela Merkel in its sights. In last
month's Dutch elections, the far-right party of Geert Wilders performed worse than expected, but shifted the political
spectrum rightward, as the ruling party adopted its populist tactics, inciting confrontation with Turkey over immigrants.
The Syrian conflict exposed -- and was worsened by -- failures of the very systems the right rails against.
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The European Union and the United Nations were set up in the past century, after devastating wars, to keep peace,
prevent persecution, hold leaders accountable and provide aid to the most vulnerable. But confidence in them is ebbing
when they are most needed. The Geneva Conventions on protecting civilians in wartime -- never consistently enforced - are now openly flouted.
Mr. Saleh, the Syrian dissident, worries that ''the Syrianization of the world'' could get darker still. He compares
today's populism and Islamophobia to the mix of fascism and anti-Semitism in World War II.
''The atmosphere in the world is not going toward hope and democracy and the individual,'' he said. ''It is going toward
nationalism, hatred, the rise of the security state.''
In the United States, as in Europe, right-wing extremists are among those embracing authoritarian, indiscriminately
violent responses to perceived Islamist threats. White nationalists like Richard Spencer and David Duke, the former Ku
Klux Klan leader, post adoring pictures on social media of Mr. Assad, who portrays himself as a bulwark against
extremism.
Some in the West are pushing to normalize relations with Mr. Assad, hoping that will help the fight against the Islamic
State and get refugees to go home. But without accountability or political reforms, those results are less likely.
In my decade of covering violence against civilians in the Middle East, mass murder by states has often seemed less
gripping to Western audiences than far smaller numbers of theatrically staged killings -- horrific as they are -- by the
Islamic State and its Qaeda predecessors.
It is hard to escape the sense that Western fears of Islamist terrorism have grown so intense that many are willing to
tolerate any number of deaths of Arab or Muslim civilians, and any abuses of state power, in the name of fighting it.
The United States' own ''war on terror'' played a part in making violations of humanitarian and legal norms routine:
detentions at Guantánamo Bay, the torture at Abu Ghraib and the continuing drone and air wars with mounting civilian
tolls in Syria, Iraq, Yemen and elsewhere.
Then, too, Syria's war broke out when the global stage was set for division and ineffectiveness. Russia was eager for a
bigger role, the United States was retreating, Europe was consumed with internal problems. Russia and the United States
saw opposite interests in Syria, deadlocking the Security Council.
The crisis exposed the flaws of the United Nations system, which gives a Security Council veto to the World War II
victors and privileges sovereignty with no provision for states that kill their people. The ''responsibility to protect''
doctrine, a legal justification for military action to stop states from massacring their citizens, was tried in Kosovo and
Libya, with deeply disputed results, and died in Syria.
The ''red line'' incident in 2013 -- the strikes threatened by President Obama but not carried out in response to a Syrian
chemical attack that killed more than 1,400 people -- added to the sense of impunity. Mr. Assad may not even have
fulfilled his pledge to give up all chemical weapons.
The United Nations can do little but document war crimes as they become more routine.
Now, the Syrian conflict is threatening the very foundation of medical neutrality in war -- a Geneva Conventions
principle necessary to sustain global health efforts such as fighting epidemics -- the British medical journal The Lancet
and the American University of Beirut concluded in a recent paper.
They warned of the ''weaponization of health care'' in Syria, mainly by the government, with more than 800 medical
workers killed in hundreds of attacks, doctors arrested for treating injured protesters, and medical supplies withheld from
besieged areas.
''This will repeat in other places,'' Dr. Monzer Khalil, a health official in rebel-held Idlib, said a day after treating
victims of the recent chemical attack. ''If Europe and America are honest, to preserve the values they are
defending, they should fight this oppression. There should be political pressure on the regime.''
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President Trump: Travel bans, technology, and TSA
Hang on for a minute...we're trying to find some more stories you might like.
Close Close Modal WindowSend email to this address
Enter Your Name
Add a comment here
Verification
Send Email Cancel Meanwhile in Trump's America, President Trump's attempts to enforce a travel ban on the
citizens of Muslim countries have repeatedly failed. His proposed ban would prevent entry to the United States by
citizens of Muslim countries for 90 days and the admission of refugees for 120 days. This ban would include greencard holders and foreign visitors.
Trump's original travel ban resulted in chaos breaking out in airports due to the detaining of travelers and mass protests.
This first ban was ultimately suspended on February 9th as courts found executive order unnecessary - reasoning stating
that the government had no proof that these travelers presented a threat to national security.
In response, Trump tweeted out - "SEE YOU IN COURT, THE SECURITY OF OUR NATION IS AT STAKE!"
- which comes across highly unprofessional. Imagine if Obama did this every single time Congress blocked a bill
during his administration? It is absurd.
Trump signed a newer, and clearer version of the travel ban on March 6th, dropping Iraq from the originally
proposed list of seven blocked countries. On March 15th, the ban was once again suspended as a nationwide order
was issued from Hawaii. As part of this proposed travel ban, the Trump administration had been considering the
possibility of requiring all foreign travelers to disclose all social media accounts or cell phone contacts to TSA. If
the visitor refused, the traveler could be denied entry into the country.
On one hand, these screenings could potentially provide informationand stop a future terrorist act. But at the same time,
not only is it a major invasion of privacy, but it is a waste of time. In the small chance that these screenings actually do
catch something, is it worth all of the resources it will take to start this program? Not many details are known of how this
system would be implemented, but I can only imagine that it would only add to the already grueling, long process that the
TSA already is at the airport.
The idea of cell phone screenings opens so many questions - and not positive ones. What would the government continue
to do with this information? Would they continue to monitor a traveler during their visit, or just on arrival? What is
stopping a traveler from claiming that they don't have any social media accounts?
If someone truly had malicious intentions for the country, I'm sure they would not be disclosing that information over
Facebook Messenger or Twitter. The concept of cell phone screenings in general seems very flawed.
This proposal is just reminiscent of last year when the FBI was attempting to force Apple to create a tool for them to
bypass the lockscreen of iPhones (starting with the San Bernardino terrorist). Apple was fully against the idea, Apple
CEO Tim Cook stating it was "an unprecedented step which threatens the security of our customers. We oppose this order,
which has implications far beyond the legal case at hand." Apple believed that - if created - these tools would fall into the
wrong hands and be used for the wrong reasons (if not by the FBI themselves). The exact same thing could happen here.
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We're not teaching the A-B-C's of civics. That's a problem.
He proposed a religious test on immigration, promised to "open up" U.S. libel laws and revoked press credentials
of critical reporters. He called for killing family members of terrorists, said he would do "a hell of a lot worse than
waterboarding" terrorism suspects and suggested that a U.S.-born federal judge of Mexican heritage couldn't be
neutral because of his ethnicity. He whipped up animosity against Muslims and immigrants from Mexico, branding
the latter as "rapists."
When protesters interrupted his rallies, he cheered violence against them. He told a political opponent that if he won, he
would "get a special prosecutor to look into your situation," adding "you'd be in jail." He threatened not to respect election
results if he didn't win and, in Idi Amin fashion, made the claims of a strongman: "I alone can fix it." He publicly expressed
admiration for authoritarian Russian President Vladimir Putin.
Cherished notions of religious freedom, a free press, an independent judiciary and the rights of minorities took a beating
from him. The prospect of mob violence in his defense and imprisoning of political opponents found favor.
With all that, Donald Trump became the nation's 45th president in an election marred by stealth interference from a
foreign adversary, Russia, and with the support of millions of voters who survey data show were influenced by the toxicity
of racism.
How did a pluralistic nation that propounds democratic values and practices come to this?
"This" not being the authoritarian in the White House who dismisses basic constitutional principles as if they were
annoying gnats, but "this" - an electorate that looks past the disrespect shown toward democratic ideals.
That haunting question has occupied the minds of Richard D. Kahlenberg and Clifford Janey, two education scholars and
writers who began to take a hard look at this fundamental domestic challenge long before November's results came in.
Janey, former superintendent of schools in our nation's capital, as well as Newark, N.J., and Rochester, N.Y., and now
senior research scholar at the Boston University School of Education, traces the problem close to home: public schooling.
So, too, does Kahlenberg, a senior fellow at the Century Foundation, author of six books and editor of 10 foundation
volumes.
I sat down with both this week to discuss what they regard as an American democracy under severe strain. Kahlenberg
observed that public education that ought to help prepare students for citizenship in a democracy is coming up short. He
cited a recent survey in which two-thirds of Americans could not name all three branches of the federal government; only
a third could identify Joe Biden, who at the time was the vice president, or name a single Supreme Court justice.
Janey observed that U.S. schoolchildren educated in what are essentially apartheid schools divided by class and race get
a mixed message about equal political rights and American values.
Together, they spelled out the scope of the challenge in their joint Century Foundation report released in November,
"Putting Democracy Back into Public Education." The report was boiled down in an article in the Atlantic, "Is Trump's
Victory the Jump-Start Civics Education Needed?" published at the same time.
Simply put, Janey and Kahlenberg argue that our "schools are failing at what the nation's founders saw as education's
most basic purpose: preparing young people to be reflective citizens who would value liberty and democracy and resist
the appeals of demagogues."
They said today's schools turn themselves inside out trying to prepare "college-and-career ready" students who can
contend with economic globalization and economic competition and find a niche with private skills in the marketplace.
As for preparing them for American democracy? Raising civics literacy levels? Cultivating knowledge of democratic
practices and beliefs with rigorous courses in history, literature and how democratic means have been used to improve
the country? Not so much or maybe not at all, they suggest.
The authors point out that in 2013, "the governing board of the National Assessment for Educational Progress dropped
fourth- and 12th-grade civics and American history as a tested subject in order to save money."
It's okay to test kids crazy in math and reading. Civic education? Fuhgeddaboutit.
Watch as jaws drop at these findings from a 2011 World Values Survey, which Kahlenberg and Janey noted in the
Atlantic: "When asked whether democracy is a good or bad way to run a country, 17 percent said bad or very

Page | 100

bad, up from 9 percent in the mid-1990s. Among those ages 16 to 24, about a quarter said democracy was bad or
very bad, an increase of one-third from a decade and a half earlier."
Skills for the private workplace? Essential. So, too, the skills for workplace democracy.
But the declining civic portion of public education, maintain Kahlenberg and Janey, is a threat to our democratic
values. It must be addressed, and now. Only a demagogue would argue with that.
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Man arrested on terrorism charge after brandishing weapons at anti-Islam
event
A man who authorities say brought weapons to an anti-Islam event earlier this month has been arrested on charges
that he made a terrorist threat, according to a release from the South Dakota Attorney General.
Ehab Abdulmutta Jaber, 45, was arrested Friday and charged with one count of terrorist threat, despite an earlier
indication from Sioux Falls police that the man would face no charges.
The incident in question occurred after Jaber attended an anti-Islam speaking event titled "Sabotaging America:
Islam's March Towards Supremacy" on April 9, and recorded himself holding up a copy of the Quran as he
pointed his camera at the crowd.
Security officers at the Hilton Garden Inn South, where the event took place, believed Jaber had weapons on his person
and asked him to leave.
Jaber returned to his vehicle and brandished "a number of firearms and ammunition," the release said, and began
"live streaming terrorist threats to the public."
Attorney General Marty Jackley said that he and Lincoln County State's Attorney Tom Wollman reviewed the Facebook
Live video and said they felt Jaber's comments violated state statute, which prohibits threats to "commit a crime of
violence with the intent to intimidate or coerce a civilian population."
Sgt. Rob Forster with the Sioux Falls Police Department said Jaber's arrest took place at his residence, near the area of
East 12th Street and South Thompson Avenue.
A SWAT team was dispatched along with local police, Forster said, but once they arrived, Jaber was taken into custody
in a "standard operation."
During a search of Jaber's residence, the release said, law enforcement seized firearms as well as methamphetamine.
Sam Clemens, a spokesman with the Sioux Falls Police Department, said on April 17 that police and FBI agents met with
the man twice on April 9 and verified he posed no harm to the attendees of the event.
"Everything he was doing was legal. He didn't break any laws so we didn't charge him," Clemens said.
"It would have been a different story if he had threatened anybody," Clemens said.
The case was later moved to the Lincoln County State's Attorney's Office, and Lt. Mike Colwill with the Sioux Falls
Police Department said they would determine if the language in the video was aggressive toward an individual or group.
The decision not to initially press charges frustrated some who felt Jaber's actions put event attendees in danger.
The speakers at the event called on Sioux Falls police and the Minnehaha County state's attorney to press charges.
Despite the news about the incident, Jackley said public pressure had no bearing on Jaber's arrest.
"If anything, the public pressure can create more challenges for an investigation," Jackley said. "It doesn't play
any role in our investigation or our decisions."
If convicted, Jaber could face up to 5 years in the state penitentiary and/or a fine of $10,000.
The possession of methamphetamine case is being prosecuted by the Minnehaha County State's Attorney.
Jaber didn't immediately return a phone call requesting comment Friday.
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Prayer room controversy puts candidates on defensive
FRISCO - The Frisco United political action group was born out of concern for fiscal conservatism and opposition to the
district's 2016 appeal for a higher tax rate.
So it was shocking to some area residents that the group sent out a mailer about the Frisco ISD school board race
that included a call to voters to "Remove Taxpayer Funded Muslim Prayer Room."
The move even blindsided candidates Bryan Powell and Jeff Snowden, whom the mailer listed with big check marks next
to their names as preferred options to the incumbents they are challenging.
"I didn't know anything about it until people got it in their mailbox," Snowden said Friday. "I don't endorse any
attack on religion and never have. I'm trying to win this race and help the school system finances, which are a
bloody mess. Now, we've got all these distractions, which are silly."
Joe Widner, a spokesman for Frisco United, said the prayer room is an example of a lack of prudent financial management
that people recognize.
"The two incumbents are not actively managing the school district, and they're spending money on things that I as a
taxpayer don't think is a priority," Widner said. "The prayer room is just one example. It is one that people will listen to."
Frisco ISD officials said that the classroom at Liberty High School is available to all students of any faith for 30 minutes
a day during a teacher's regular planning period.
The classroom has been provided for about six or seven years since administrators learned that some Muslim students
were leaving campus for several hours on Friday for prayer.
"The Muslim prayer room and the fiscal responsibilities absolutely go hand-in-hand," Widner said. The room's
actual cost to taxpayers, he said, is not important. "They're holding up the torch of priority-based funding for
everything but willing to fund a dedicated prayer room with our taxpayer dollars."
Snowden and Powell, who are facing incumbents Anne McCausland and Debbie Gillespie, respectively, said they filled
out a questionnaire from Frisco United in February. The endorsements were announced online April 3.
"There's nothing in that questionnaire that was sent to me that has anything to do with Muslims and Muslim prayer rooms
at all," Powell said. "Most of it has to do with fiscal policy."
Both candidates said Friday that they believe Frisco United was correct in its opposition to the district's failed 2016 tax
ratification election. Neither is a current member of Frisco United.
Saturday, Snowden participated in "Coffee With the Candidates," a political forum at the Islamic Center of Frisco. He
thought he did well and said he even was approached for a half-dozen yard signs. Powell said he was spending last
weekend out of town with family but offered to speak with leaders at the mosque at another time.
"I'm running because I want to serve students, teachers and taxpayers. I want a fiscally strong district. I want to unite the
community," Powell said. "I am not in any way for any discrimination against any religion."
Early voting for the May 6 local school district and city elections starts Monday.
Snowden said he has a long history of bird-dogging taxpayer dollars. But he acknowledged that Frisco United's
flier has people upset and put him on the defensive.
"This is politics, which is why I haven't ever been in politics," Snowden said. "It's nasty. It's aggravating. It gets
everyone talking about the silliness."
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We are back with the importance of policy and words from a President who
makes pronouncements with a phrase or a tweet that can have a big impact.
Case in point, what he`s been saying about terrorism. Some in law enforcement say his comments linking Islam
and terror may be inspiring extremist groups and scaring Muslim-Americans from cooperating with police.
JOSE DIAZ-BALART (00:15:12): We are back with the importance of policy and words from a President who
makes pronouncements with a phrase or a tweet that can have a big impact. Case in point, what he`s been saying
about terrorism. Some in law enforcement say his comments linking Islam and terror may be inspiring extremist
groups and scaring Muslim-Americans from cooperating with police. We get more now from NBC`s Gadi
Schwartz.
(Begin VT)
GADI SCHWARTZ (00:15:36): This week`s terror attack in Paris had police in the crosshairs. An ISIS attacker
shooting up a police van on the Champs- lys‚es. Within a day, President Trump told a reporter, whoever is the
toughest on "radical Islamic terrorism" could win France`s election. But some police serving on the terrorism
frontlines get nervous anytime those controversial words are uttered.
MICHAEL DOWNING (00:15:58): When you categorize all of Islam in that term, you tend to target and create
vulnerabilities in communities.
GADI SCHWARTZ (00:16:06): Michael Downing spent years heading up the LAPD Counter-Terrorism Bureau.
MICHAEL DOWNING (00:16:10): That is exactly what ISIS wants. They want people to feel discontent, to feel
oppressed, to feel like they have grievances. Because it`s easier for them to recruit into this ideology.
GADI SCHWARTZ (00:16:22): Downing says, for people in these communities, broad anti-Islam statements might make
them think twice before going to authorities, and that means less chance for police to disrupt an attack.
(00:16:32): How effective have these relationships been with the Islamic community at preventing terrorist attacks?
MICHAEL DOWNING (00:16:37): Oh, it`s been huge. You know, there-- there`s-- there`s pieces that I can`t talk about
them because they`re still active. But just knowing that they`re partners with us and the information that they have given
us has-- have led to disruptions, and that-- that`s just not Los Angeles. That`s across the United States.
WOMAN (00:16:56): Can I get Somali tea, please?
GADI SCHWARTZ (00:16:58): In St. Paul, Minnesota, police say the rhetoric has actually brought them closer to their
communities, redoubling their efforts to check in with the mostly Muslim refugee community they have been working
with for decades, organizing events, even taking kids roller skating.
TODD AXTELL (St. Paul Police Chief) (00:17:13): The vast, vast majority of our Muslim community are there to support
their community. They do some great work in our city. We trust them. They`re our friends, they`re our family.
WOMAN (00:17:25): I have some really good news.
GADI SCHWARTZ (00:17:27): So far, their approach is paying off.
MAN (00:17:29): What the police need is people that still believe in them. If they don`t judge us, we don`t judge them.
GADI SCHWARTZ (00:17:34): Their relationship built on seeing each other as people, ignoring a political catchphrase
that echoes loudly on Twitter and TV.
(00:17:43): Gadi Schwartz, NBC News, St. Paul, Minnesota.
(End VAT)
JOSE DIAZ-BALART (00:17:47): And in a moment, we`ll visit a beautiful place where the leader is known as His
Tremendousness.
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Attack in Paris Casts a Shadow on French Vote
PARIS -- It has almost become routine in France: A terrorist attack shatters the rhythms of daily life, bringing
bloodshed and anguish. The assailant turns out to be someone known to the authorities.
What is different now is the timing, as Paris is again on high alert, less than 36 hours before the country goes to the polls
on Sunday in one of the most tumultuous and unpredictable presidential races in memory.
The brazen assault on Thursday by Karim Cheurfi, 39, a French national with a history of violence, left one police officer
dead on the sidewalk of the Champs-Élysées.
It has also provided a potent opportunity for conservatives, primarily Marine Le Pen, leader of the far right
National Front, to use the violence to try to stoke hostility toward immigrants and Muslims, as well as fears about
whether citizens can be protected from terrorism.
Barely a week ago, with her poll numbers sagging, Ms. Le Pen tried to rally her base with a raw appeal against
Muslims and immigrants. It was unclear if her gambit was resonating. Now she and other candidates are jockeying
to position themselves as tough on terror, amid revelations that Mr. Cheurfi, like several attackers before him, had
been on the authorities' radar.
The Paris prosecutor's office on Friday acknowledged having opened a preliminary terrorism investigation into Mr.
Cheurfi as recently as March 9. He was arrested in February, only to be released for lack of evidence. After Thursday's
attack, the police found kitchen knives, a gun and a Quran in the trunk of the car he was driving, and also pieces of paper
with scribbled allegiances to the Islamic State, which claimed responsibility for the attack.
Ms. Le Pen pounced, mocking the departing president, François Hollande, and vowing to be an unblinkingly tough
leader.
''For 10 years, under the governments of left and right, everything has been done to make us losers,'' she said,
speaking from her party headquarters outside Paris on Friday. ''There must be a president who acts and who
protects.''
But Ms. Le Pen was not the only one who stood to gain. Some analysts predicted that the principal electoral beneficiary
could be the embattled mainstream center-right candidate François Fillon, who produced a book last fall called ''Defeating
Islamic Totalitarianism,'' and who also uses harsh rhetoric to depict the antiterrorism fight as a war of civilizations.
Mr. Fillon, a former prime minister, and once the presidential front-runner, had languished in polls after becoming
entangled in a nepotism scandal that led to embezzlement charges against him. But he has been gaining ground in recent
weeks, and the attack might provide a final push.
''You can imagine a movement toward one who has held power,'' said Dominique Reynié, an expert on the far
right who teaches at Sciences Po. ''He's written on terrorism. He's been prime minister.''
''For Marine Le Pen, it won't have an effect,'' Mr. Reynié said. ''She's already at the level she's reached, partly because
of terrorism.''
Throughout Friday, the authorities in Paris continued their investigation as more details became known about Mr.
Cheurfi, who was killed by the police on Thursday. He had been convicted of crimes four times and spent more than 10
years in prison, most of that time for shooting at police officers during a 2001 robbery, the Paris prosecutor, François
Molins, acknowledged at a Friday afternoon news conference.
Mr. Cheurfi's arrest in February was for making anti-police threats, but the authorities lacked sufficient proof to hold
him. Asked about his release, Christophe Rouget, a spokesman for one of the main police unions, said, ''We live in a state
of laws, after all,'' citing the lack of probative evidence against him.
Even so, the police made Mr. Cheurfi the subject of a preliminary terrorism investigation, Mr. Molins said.
''Cheurfi's criminal record, his trajectory, justified the pursuit of investigations by the antiterrorism branch of my office,
within a terrorism context,'' he added.
A man identified by BFM-TV as Mr. Cheurfi's lawyer described him as ''extremely isolated, a solitary person,'' who
spent much of his time playing video games. ''His development had been blocked,'' said the lawyer, Jean-Laurent Panier.
''His father and brother were worried about him.''
The Islamic State has claimed responsibility for the attack, but Mr. Cheurfi's neighbors in the Paris suburb of
Chelles described him as quiet, and showing no obvious signs of radicalization. ''Not very friendly. Fairly proud,''
said Augusto Rodriguez, a neighbor.
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Mr. Cheurfi was not among France's notorious ''S-Files,'' the thousands suspected of extremism whom the state is
officially surveilling, but does not have enough formal proof to arrest. The S-Files have acquired near-mythic boogeyman
status in the French imagination. On Friday, Ms. Le Pen called for their expulsion from the country. At a campaign rally
in Marseille earlier in the week, she called them an ''immense army of the shadows that wants us to live in terror.''
Emboldened after the Champs-Élysées attack, Ms. Le Pen sought, as she often does, to place the antiterrorism fight as a
struggle for the French soul. The idea is at the heart of her nationalistic campaign, and even as her momentum has slowed
she has still placed first in many polls before the Sunday vote. ''France is targeted not for what it does, but for what it is,
and the French, for the simple reason that they are French,'' Ms. Le Pen said.
The French government immediately reacted harshly to Ms. Le Pen's demands -- a measure of how seriously it took the
potential boost of Thursday night's shooting to a party it views as a threat to French democracy.
Ms. Le Pen ''was seeking, like after every tragedy, to take advantage of it, in order to sow division,'' said the prime
minister, Bernard Cazeneuve. ''She's seeking to shamelessly exploit fear and emotion for exclusively political ends.''
In the neighborhood where the attack occurred -- a hybrid mix of the raffish and refined, visited by thousands of tourists
daily -- Ms. Le Pen's proposals struck a chord. ''She's just gained one point in the polls. At least,'' said Christophe Pohls,
a barman at a cafe on the Rue de Ponthieu.
''When you see what's going these days, sure, sure, this helps her. She wants to close the frontiers. Pay more attention to
what's going on in France,'' said Mr. Pohls, who approved of Ms. Le Pen's idea of expelling those named the S-Files.
His friend Henri Martins, in charge of security at a local nightclub, agreed. ''Definitely a happy coincidence for her,'' he
said, as he vented against what he described as the porousness of the criminal justice system.
''They arrest these guys 10 times, then they let them out?'' asked Mr. Martins, an ex-policeman. ''Come on. For sure, this
is going to pull up her score.''
The attack occurred on Thursday night, and on Friday morning people in the neighborhood were still recovering.
''Hallucinatory. First, three shots, then four. We were in the middle of cooking, and we had to stop,'' said Jean-François
Desloovere, a cook at La Casita on the Rue Washington, just around the corner. ''The minute you saw people running,
you knew what was up.'' He recalled looking down the normally packed Champs-Élysées ''and it was totally empty,'' with
pedestrians pressing themselves against storefronts, ''like flies stuck against the glass.''
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Programs to fight extremism challenged
Government programs to counter violent extremism (CVE) unfairly targeted Muslims based on flawed studies - even
years before the Trump administration signaled it would explicitly focus such efforts on radical Islamists, civil liberties
advocates told Twin Cities audiences on Friday.
"The veil has been pulled away," said Michael German, a former FBI agent who is now a fellow at the Brennan
Center for Justice in New York. "The program has been discriminatory from the beginning."
German spoke to an audience at the Mitchell Hamline School of Law on Friday morning and was scheduled to participate
in a panel hosted by the Young Muslim Collective Friday evening in Minneapolis. His visit came amid uncertainty over
what shape federal policies aimed at countering homegrown extremism will take under the new administration.
Last month, the Brennan Center published a report recommending that social and educational programming - which it
described as beneficial but unproven as terrorism prevention mechanisms - be continued outside "the counterterrorism
and law enforcement umbrella" and have safeguards to prevent them from becoming vehicles for intelligence gathering.
"Simply put, CVE is not the right solution for preventing terrorism in the United States," the report's authors
said. "The way forward with Muslim communities is to treat their integration and success - rather than their
ability to spot terrorists - as the goal of government programs."
Minneapolis was one of several cities chosen in 2014 to pilot federal programs led by the local U.S. attorney's office.
Renamed Building Community Resilience, the pilot had $1 million in federal and private money that included a
mentorship program for Somali youth operated by Big Brothers Big Sisters and roughly $500,000 in grants distributed by
Youthprise to six Somali community programs.
Former U.S. Attorney Andrew Luger said the efforts were the result of multiple outreach meetings in the Somali
community, and focused on the community because it was singled out by Al-Shabab and ISIS recruiters.
Luger, who resigned last month as U.S. attorney in Minnesota, is expected to remain active in local debates on countering
extremism. He will speak at a panel on "Understanding Deradicalization" on Tuesday at the George Washington
University Program on Extremism in Washington, D.C.
Earlier this year, the Twin Cities nonprofit Ka Joog said it would reject nearly $500,000 in federal funds from a
Homeland Security CVE grant program after reports that the Trump transition team was considering renaming
the program "Countering Violent Jihad" or "Countering Radical Islam."
Teresa Nelson, legal director for the local American Civil Liberties Union chapter, urged more transparency surrounding
any future counter-extremism programs.
Both she and Jaylani Hussein, executive director of the local Council on American-Islamic Relations chapter, also
questioned the premise of providing community social services as a means to prevent violent radicalization.
"Saying, 'By giving this kid this, we will stop that' - this has to end," Hussein said.
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Trump's critics are playing into his hand; Syndicated Column
WASHINGTON - For those of us convinced that Donald Trump's defects of character, lack of knowledge, encouragement
of social division and disregard for democratic norms outweigh any good he may do -the rough definition of being #
NeverTrump -these are confusing and challenging times.
Trump's solid basis of support is with foreigners, with foreign entanglements and with the political class as a whole.
Its worst temptation is dehumanization -reducing migrants, refugees and Muslims to threatening types.
Trump opponents, in contrast, could hardly be more ideologically diverse -from conservatives (like me), to libertarians,
to the hardest of the hard left. We have little in common but a hashtag. And our worst temptation is also dehumanization
-turning Trump supporters into threatening types. It is a habit of mind that may help consolidate Trump's control of the
GOP and thus his prospects for reelection.
Apropos is a recent, excellent article by Caitlin Flanagan in The Atlantic, arguing that the tone and approach of liberal,
late-night television are invading and discrediting a serious Trump critique.
The typical monologue, as Flanagan describes, is an " excoriating, profanity-strewn, ad hominem tirade against the
president (and by extension against anyone who might agree, in any small measure, with his actions)."
Flanagan recounts how latenight personality Samantha Bee set up and ridiculed a young Trump supporter (for which Bee
later apologized).
" Trump and Bee," Flanagan argues, " are on different sides politically, but culturally they are drinking from the same
cup, one filled with the poisonous nectar of reality TV and its baseless values. .. Trump and Bee share a penchant for
verbal cruelty and a willingness to mock the defenseless."
It is far more consequential, of course, when Trump does the mocking. But Flanagan is correct that the attitude of latenight
television gets mixed up in the public mind with the mainstream media and appears to many as a monolith of cruel,
establishment bias.
On the whole, people can better tolerate being shouted at than being sneered at. And the sneer of the knowledge class
was clearly a motivating factor for many Trump voters. They felt condescension from the commanding heights of the
culture and set out to storm its highest point. The pose of latenight television -duplicated by many on the left -is a
continuing provocation. It is the general, obnoxious attitude in which it is somehow permissible for the Democratic
National Committee to hawk a T-shirt on its website saying, " Democrats give a sh* t about people."
This leads to a second, divisive and counterproductive tendency among anti-Trump forces. For many on the left, the
energy of opposition to the president is only useful to drive an existing agenda -and to drive the Democratic Party leftward.
When women marched on the day after Trump's inauguration, their platform included " open access to safe, legal,
affordable abortion" -as though this was the natural position for all who have deep concerns about the president. Some
talk of growing discontent as a " left-wing tea party" -as though this were finally the chance for MoveOn.org and the
Occupy movement to complete their October Revolution in the Democratic Party.
Warns former Barack Obama official Michael Wear: " The Democratic Party should view Donald Trump's takeover of
the GOP as an opportunity to build a lasting majority. Instead, they view Trump as offering license to move further to the
left on policy and still win."
Consider where trends might take us. At the presidential level, there is currently no centerright party in America. With
the ascendency of its Elizabeth Warren-Bernie Sanders wing, there would be no center-left party in America. The
ideological and cultural sorting of the two parties would be complete, and nearly every issue would become a culture war
battle.
It is safe to say that many recent presidents have been saved by the radicalism, overreach and foolishness of their
opposition. Some on the right went a bridge too far in impeaching Bill Clinton and discredited themselves with
conspiratorial accusations about the death of Vince Foster. Some on the left were offputtingly feverish in their
presentation of George W. Bush as an election-stealing cowboy who may have been complicit in the 9/11 attacks.
Some on the right used overheated rhetoric against Obama's supposed socialism and obsessed on his birth
certificate.
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The Chronicle (Duke University) (Durham, North Carolina)
April 21, 2017

Khizr Khan pulls out pocket Constitution in speech at Duke
In July 2016, Khizr Khan gave one of the most memorable speeches on the last night of the Democratic National
Convention when the Gold Star, Muslim-American father pulled a pocket Constitution from his jacket and offered
to lend it to then-presidential candidate Donald Trump.
On Thursday night, Khan again pulled out his pocket Constitution--but instead of speaking to the thousands gathered in
Philadelphia and the country watching from TV screens, Khan was delivering the James P. Gorter annual lecture in Duke's
Trent Semans Center Great Hall.
"I'm a patriotic, immigrant American. I'm a Muslim also," Khan said.
He was accompanied at the talk by his wife, Ghazala Khan. The couple, who now reside in Virginia, are the parents of
Humayan Khan, a captain in the U.S. Army who was killed in Iraq in 2004.
During his speech, the Gold Star father addressed the current issues of religious divisions facing the country, sharing the
story of how he and his wife found themselves on the DNC stage and offering his optimistic view about the future. His
famous pocket Constitution also made an appearance when he read off the Fourteenth Amendment--which he called his
"most favorite"--to answer an audience member's question.
Khan began by providing an explanation for the current political situation, quoting from Richard Rorty's 1998 book
"Achieving Our Country." Rorty predicted nearly two decades ago that union members and unorganized laborers would
realize that the government was not seeking to raise their wages and that "suburban white-collar workers" will not allow
themselves to be taxed for others' social benefits. Then, Rorty wrote and Khan quoted, "something will crack."
That "something" cracking would lead people to seek a leader in a "strong man," Khan said, explaining how he
viewed the rise of Trump. Khan then offered "inclusive globalism and stronger faith in personal values" as the
path forward.
"We must align ourselves with a more inclusive globalism"-Khizr Khan pic.twitter.com/M2YmwR8wdt
-- Gautam Hathi (@gautamhathi) April 20, 2017
Khan referenced Trump 's December 2015 call to prevent all Muslims from entering the U.S.
"A few days after that statement, some of our friends with small children, when we would go to visit them or they would
come to visit us, these kids--five years old, six years old, eight years old, elementary school, middle school, high school-asked us, 'You're an attorney. Can you please tell us if we will be thrown out?''' Khan said.
Khan noted he would hug the children and try to comfort them, following Trump's "un-American" statement.
He said he was contacted by a reporter from New York to share their story. Soon after, the Democratic National
Committee invited him and his wife to speak at the convention following a tribute to their son. At first, the couple was
reluctant to take part in the convention because of the attention and focus it would place on their family. He said that all
of their friends and children "unanimously" were against it.
After receiving a note from four fifth-graders asking him to help keep their friend from being deported, Khan said that
he and his wife decided to do it in the spirit of their son, who "gave his life in care of others."
Khan notes that Americans have sacrificed to fight bigotry in the past pic.twitter.com/GSlRe06U1x
-- Gautam Hathi (@gautamhathi) April 21, 2017
After writing a dozen pages with Ghazala 's help, his speech was reduced to 260 words--just within the two-minute time
frame they were given. While waiting to go on stage at the convention, Khan got the idea to pull out his Constitution and
question whether Trump had ever read the document. His wife initially said no to the idea, but an official in the green
room approved it, and the rest of the story became a highlight of a historic convention.
Khan recounts a story he heard from a woman whose son heard his speech at the DNC pic.twitter.com/L3Wyoa5L1Z
-- Gautam Hathi (@gautamhathi) April 21, 2017
Now, Khan said he is optimistic about the future. He said that seeing the excitement among young people for the
document and its values encouraged him, and --although he noted that the U.S. is not perfect--he maintained that
it is the "most blessed" nation on Earth.
"We are in good hands," he said. "Our future is brighter."
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Congressional Documents and Publications
April 21, 2017

Shaheen, Senators Question DHS About Revoking Global Entry Status Based on
Religion; Reports indicate DHS possibly revoking status for citizens and green
card holders based on religion which, if proven, would violate Constitution; Sen.
Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH) News Release
Recent news reports have indicated that individuals with Arab and Muslim-sounding names are having their
membership in the Global Entry program revoked with little explanation. If true, such discrimination would likely
violate the Constitution.
"The Fifth Amendment encompasses a guarantee of equal protection that prevents the federal government from
discriminating against people based on suspect classes, such as religion," the lawmakers wrote. "If DHS has removed
people from the Global Entry Program because they have Muslim-sounding names, it would appear that the agency has
violated the Fifth Amendment."
The lawmakers asked Secretary John Kelly to provide information on how many individuals have had their Global Entry
status revoked and why their status was revoked.
Full text of the letter is below.
April 21, 2017
General John Kelly
Secretary
Department of Homeland Security
301 7th Street SW, Mail Stop 0150
Washington, D.C. 20528-0150
Dear Secretary Kelly:
We write to express our serious concerns regarding recent press reports that the U.S. Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) has revoked the membership of dozens of people who are enrolled in the agency's Global Entry Program--which
allows expedited clearance for certain travelers arriving in the United States who have undergone background checks and
a personal interview--apparently because they have Arab or Muslim-sounding names. If true, such discrimination is not
only morally reprehensible, it likely violates the Fifth Amendment of the Constitution.
Since President Trump took office, members of the Arab and Muslim community have justifiably felt under attack.
On the campaign trail, then-candidate Trump called for a "total and complete shutdown of Muslims entering the
United States until our country's representatives can figure out what is going on."
In January, President Trump attempted to fulfill that campaign promise by issuing an executive order titled,
"Protecting the Nation from Foreign Terrorist Entry into the United States." The order precluded people from
seven majority-Muslim countries from traveling to the United States, temporarily halted the U.S. Refugee
Resettlement Program, and permanently excluded Syrian refugees from entering the United States. The order was
rightfully dubbed a "Muslim ban."
In February, a federal judge issued a temporary stay that precluded the government from enforcing the order. Days later,
a three judge panel on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit unanimously affirmed that judge's ruling. Last
month, President Trump issued another executive order that temporarily prevents people from six Muslim-majority
countries from traveling to the United States, and halts the U.S. Refugee Resettlement Program for a period of time. This
order, like the first, has been blocked by federal courts.
Given that the Trump Administration has taken policy positions that are hostile towards immigrants and refugees, we are
concerned by press reports alleging discrimination by DHS against members of the Arab and Muslim community. Reports
have emerged that people with Arab or Muslim-sounding names are having their Global Entry Program status revoked.[1]
In fact, reports indicate that more than two dozen people with Arab or Muslim-sounding names have come forward
claiming their enrollment in Global Entry was revoked. This is wrong and unacceptable.
Removing people from the Global Entry Program because of their ethnicity or religion is not only immoral, it also likely
violates the Fifth Amendment of the Constitution. The Fifth Amendment encompasses a guarantee of equal protection
that prevents the federal government from discriminating against people based on suspect classes, such as religion. If
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DHS has removed people from the Global Entry Program because they have Muslim-sounding names, it would appear
that the agency has violated the Fifth Amendment.
In addition, revoking Global Entry status based solely on ethnicity, religion, or country of origin is not a smart approach
to ensuring security. Global Entry and other DHS "trusted traveler" programs allow travelers who are determined to
present a low-security risk to receive benefits, including expedited clearance and security screening. To become a Global
Entry member, applicants must provide substantial biographic information, interview with Customs and Border Patrol
(CBP) officials, provide fingerprints, and pay a fee before receiving benefits like expedited clearance. This process allows
CBP and other agencies to operate more efficiently and better allocate limited resources to screen unknown travelers who
are likely to pose a threat.
We ask you to please provide answers to the following questions and requests for information as soon as possible, but no
later than May 14, 2017.
1. What are the criteria for revocation of membership in Global Entry?
2. Please provide the number of Global Entry members whose memberships were revoked as a result of the President's
January 27, 2017 Executive Order, "Protecting the Nation from Foreign Terrorist Entry into the United States," including
memberships which were later reinstated.
3. Please provide the number of Global Entry members whose memberships were revoked as a result of the President's
March 9, 2017 Executive Order, "Protecting the Nation from Foreign Terrorist Entry into the United States," including
memberships which were later reinstated.
4. Please provide the number of members whose Global Entry status was revoked, along with a description of the reason
for revocation, since January 20, 2017.
5. Please provide a list of any other DHS Trusted Traveler Programs affected by the recent Executive Order, and the
number of memberships affected, including those later reinstated.
Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.
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The Detroit News (Michigan)
April 21, 2017

Rep: Bill could end Jewish circumcisions
By, Michael Gerstein, Detroit News Lansing Bureau

Lansing - A Republican lawmaker's bill to ban "foreign" and "Sharia" law has upset a Jewish legislator and a
Muslim lawmaker who call it "xenophobic" and say it could end up banning male circumcision at Jewish
ceremonies.
Freshman Rep. Michele Hoitenga, R-Manton, has sparked the outrage of Metro Detroit Democratic Reps. Jeremy Moss,
who is Jewish, and Hammoud Abdullah, who is Muslim, by sponsoring legislation unveiled Thursday that would prohibit
"foreign laws" in Michigan.
They learned about the bill through a memo from Hoitenga asking for bill co-sponsors. So far, 11 Republicans are cosponsors, including Reps. Jim Runestad of White Lake, Lana Theis of Brighton, Peter Lucido of Shelby Township and
Gary Glenn of Midland.
The measure targets Muslims and Jews because it could give clout to those seeking to outlaw a Jewish male
circumcision ceremony called a brit milah, Moss says. It also "perpetuates xenophobia and Islamophobia,"
Abdullah said.
The Detroit News obtained the lawmaker's memo, in which Hoitenga said she believes a Detroit emergency room
physician charged last week with mutilating two 7-year-old girls' genitalia was practicing "Sharia law."
It has been Jewish tradition to circumcise 8-day-old male children for more than 3,000 years, Moss said.
"Her bill is going to have unintended consequences well beyond what she thinks is religious law and is going to encroach
on my religious values and the religious values of any other religion in this state - if she thinks that religious laws are
considered 'foreign laws,'" he said.
Hoitenga defended the legislation. She said it "does not target any specific group or religion" and is meant to reinforce
"existing protections already provided on the federal level."
More than 200 million girls and women have had their genitalia mutilated in 30 countries in Africa, the Middle East and
Asia, according to the World Health Organization.
"If you have not heard by now, a doctor in Detroit is being charged with operating an underground clinic that actively
engaged in genital mutilation on young girls, essentially practicing a fundamentalist version of Sharia law," Hoitenga
wrote House colleagues in the memo.
"I have a (bill) on my desk this week that would prohibit the practice of foreign laws, including Sharia law."
Hoitenga said in an email that her bill "simply clarifies that foreign laws that are inconsistent with American laws will
not be recognized in our courts."
Hammoud said the proposal "does nothing to further protect girls from mutilation."
Dawud Walid, executive director of the Council on American-Islamic Relations Michigan, called Hoitenga's proposed
legislation "unconstitutional" and "anti-Muslim" in a letter to Republican House Speaker Tom Leonard and House
Minority Leader Sam Singh.
Walid said the bill "would send a message that Islam is an officially disfavored religion in the state of Michigan. It
would also be in clear violation of the First Amendment's command that government remain neutral in matters of
religion."
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The Lawrentian: Lawrence University
April 21, 2017

The Politics of "Us"
On Sunday, far-right French presidential candidate Marine Le Pen vowed to cut off all immigration to France. "I will
protect you," she said. Le Pen was implicitly talking only to white French people.
Across the ocean, when Trump first said he wanted to ban all Muslims from coming to the United States, and
talked about the U.S. not being "the victims of horrendous attacks by people that believe only in Jihad, and have
no sense of reason or respect for human life," he never mentioned that it is actually Muslims who are killed most
by terror from Islamist groups. Many of these new far-right populists around the globe have an implied whiteonly audience. They wink at the viewer and talk about refugees misunderstanding "our" culture and "bad
hombres." We need to start naming white supremacy when we see it because too many (often white) people choose
to ignore its profound and nefarious impact on our society.
Some white people get very angry when we start acknowledging the power of white supremacy and anti-blackness in our
world, but the reality is, if you do not understand these forces, then you are missing something. If we do not understand
what is truthful and what is xenophobia, we cannot be informed. When Trump says "America First," he is referring to
ontologically white America. If it was truly "America First," then transgender Americans could use the bathroom where
they are most comfortable. Why can't Black communities have more oversight over their police forces-are they not
Americans too? Why can't Native Americans keep their land? Are corporations more American then indigenous people?
For Trump and many others, white America is all that counts. In truth, Muslim Americans, black Americans and other
marginalized groups are just as much "American" as anyone else.
Our country is becoming more and more "majority-minority" (a term that shows how slow white vocabulary is to
develop-the term really means a non-white majority), which means we have to become more truthful about our
language. If you think that America has a "white" culture, then you are a white supremacist. If you think we have
more in common "culturally" with Europe than Africa then you need to figure out who the "we" is. White
Americans should not assume that just because their American community is similar to European culture, that all
of "real" America is.
I was raised in the Jewish community in the suburbs of Boston. There were many cultural and religious facets to that
community that are totally different then the communities I encounter in Appleton. Growing up, the idea of drinking milk
with dinner would have been very odd. No one in my community did it, so neither did I. If I were to conclude that because
of this, drinking milk at dinner is un-American, you would think I was close-minded. We should apply this logic to anyone
who thinks their way is the only "American" way. Our culture is not a white culture-that was cemented the day European
settlers picked land that was already inhabited and stole Africans to work it.
Some of you might have more in common with European countries, but recent immigrants and people of color might feel
very differently. I think it is one of the most beautiful features of our country that we can go to different parts of our cities
and hear languages from around the world. Terror from Islamic-majority nations is not as real of a threat to our democracy
as white supremacy. If our elected officials were talking about the real world, we would be trying to find policy solutions
that help people to see that just because we have shared political and economic interests does not mean we all have to
look, sound and act the same. Muslim America is America. Black America is America. White America is America-but it
is not all of America.
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The Plainsman: Auburn University
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Thirty years in Auburn: From Pakistan to America
Auburn student Nighet Ahmed, doctoral candidate in adult education, grew up in Peshawar, a Pakistani city about 40
miles from the Afghanistan border, alongside the children of Americans who worked at the city's United Nations base
and for the various U.S. governmental departments with offices in the area.
She attended a Christian missionary school in the almost 99 percent Muslim nation and received a degree in home
economics, also from a college founded by missionaries.
"They were so open to the idea of missionaries coming in and setting up their schools," Ahmed said. "It was just an open
society, really."
After her husband got a job at nearby Tuskegee University, Ahmed moved to Auburn in 1985, a place she now calls her
"hometown."
Peshawar was known colloquially as "Little America" because of the large amount of Western presence. Through her
schooling and her travels in Europe, Ahmed said she was accustomed to much of the culture. Instead, it was the little
things she had to pick up as she went along.
"Everything was new, and I was fascinated by so many things," she said. "I didn't even know the cents and the dimes and
the nickels. If I had to buy something, I would just put the coins on my hand, and I would let them pick because I didn't
know what they were asking for.
"It was not a total culture shock, but it was different."
In her early years in Auburn, Ahmed said she was immediately accepted as part of the community. Twenty-five years
ago, she became an American citizen.
"I met people who were very open and welcomed me with open arms," she said. "I did not feel like an outsider, actually.
I never felt like an outsider."
Once she decided to homeschool her children, she turned to the Auburn community to get them involved in extracurricular
activities.
"I think the Auburn Family became truly my family," she said. "I couldn't be more thankful to people here for their
graciousness, for their kindness. I just do not have words."
Ahmed recalled the story of her son, a volunteer member of the Red Cross, saving someone using his training in CPR.
Afterward, the mayor invited him to City Council to recognize him for his actions.
"Look at the positives there, right?" she said.
"And then he was the one who was stopped by the police and asked to show his identification a few years later on
campus."
About five years ago, Ahmed's son was working for the University as a photographer taking pictures around campus in
the afternoon when he was stopped by officers in multiple cars demanding to see identification. The only explanation for
the incident Ahmed said they could think of was that he looked "different."
"Instead of having communities where we trust people, we've become so suspicious of others who look different,"
she said. "That's not a healthy trend, if we live in constant fear."
Since moving to Auburn more than 30 years ago, Ahmed said she feels like an outsider now more than ever. Initially, no
one ever questioned her identity as an American, she said, but recently she feels people have begun to look at her
differently.
"When I first came [to Auburn], I was like anyone else, and then after 9/11 my identity changed to being a 'Muslim
woman,'" she said. "And now over the last year or so, I have another new identity, which is an 'immigrant Muslim woman.'
"I hate to say that because there are people who are still so supportive and so welcoming and so warm. But that is a fact."
After being told things like "go back to your country," by people in town, Ahmed said she is hyper-aware of her
surroundings at all times and has stopped doing certain things, like driving at night in the country, in order to feel
safe.
"I'm being asked about my identity of who I am or where do my priorities lie. This is a question that nobody would have
ever [previously] asked me.
"I cannot deny my roots and my background, but I feel and think more like an American in the sense that I think of this
as my country."
Ahmed said she is still thankful for her hometown of Auburn, where she studies at the University, but worries about the
direction the country may be moving in.
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In 2002, she formed the International Women for Peace and Understanding, a group composed of Auburn women
with diverse backgrounds that focuses on increasing understanding of all cultures, as a way to push back against
what she sees as ignorance toward one another.
"I think ignorance is our biggest enemy," she said. "If I'm ignorant, then I'm fearful of something, and then
anybody can come and exploit me. Whatever somebody tells me, that becomes the reality."
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The Roanoke Times (Virginia)
April 21, 2017

JMU students to host Islam seminar focused on creating 'engaging
conversations'
Two William Monroe High School graduates will lead a seminar this Saturday in Stanardsville that they hope will
engage the community in a positive discussion of Muslims and Islam in general.
Kayla Barker and Najeeha Khan, who are now seniors at James Madison University, said their seminar, titled
"Engaging Conversations with the Muslim Community," will be more interactive and informative than Greene
County Sheriff Steve Smith's "Understanding the Jihad Threat" seminar held in November.
The sheriff's event, originally called "Understanding the Muslim Threat," took place at Piedmont Virginia
Community College's Eugene Giuseppe Center in Stanardsville the weekend before the November election that
saw Donald Trump elected president.
"We felt compelled to act pretty soon after the sheriff's seminar, primarily because we noticed the issue was presented as
one-sided along with opinions declared as fact," said Baker, who along with Khan, graduated in 2013 from Greene
County's William Monroe High School.
"It was unfair to the Greene County residents to have been presented a fear-inducing, one-sided view of Islam especially without any Muslims at the table," Khan said. "I personally felt unsafe and fearful of a place I was
supposed to call home after hearing comments from the attendees at the [November] event."
Speakers at that seminar told a gathering of about 50 residents that Islamic jihadists are posing as a civil-rights group,
and that sponsors of terrorism are in the inner circles of the federal government at the highest levels.
In addition, one speaker said that Thomas Jefferson was not indifferent about Islam, even denying that the Charlottesville
patriarch was accommodating to a Tunisian envoy during peace talks involving the Barbary War.
The Southern Poverty Law Center, an organization that tracks hate groups in America, describes the
"Understanding the Threat" seminar's founder John Guandolo as "a disreputable character, who regularly
attacks the U.S. government, claims that the director of the Central Intelligence Agency is a secret Muslim agent
for the Saudi government and says that American Muslims 'do not have a First Amendment right to do anything.'
"
Guandolo was not present at November's seminar, but area speaker Michael Del Rosso made many of those claims as
well. Del Rosso is a senior research fellow at the Center for Security Policy and The Claremont Institute and the co-author
of "Shariah: The Threat to America." He also ran an unsuccessful bid for the Republican nomination in Virginia's 5th
District last year.
Barker said the November seminar did not have much space for community members to listen to one another.
"We love our home and we want Greene to always be a welcoming place for all people, and this requires all of the diverse
communities engaging in meaningful conversations," she said. "We are inviting Greene County residents of all
backgrounds to join us at the table this Saturday."
As a Muslim student who grew up in Greene County, Khan said she was "well aware" that her family was one of the few
Muslim families in the area.
"The people who got to know us became great friends, but the people who never even met us had awful misconceptions
about us just because of the faith we practiced," she said. "People can live their whole lives in Greene and never converse
in a meaningful way with a Muslim, yet there are still so many strong opinions that they form through the media."
"Engaging Conversations with the Muslim Community" will take place from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday at the Eugene
Giuseppe Center.
"Our event will serve as a platform for Greene County residents to speak frankly about their fears and
experiences, as well as hear from residents of Greene and the surrounding area who identify as Muslim," Khan
said. "Scholars [from JMU] will be present to answer questions and engage participants."

Page | 116

Chicago Tribune
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Outsiders even within Islam, black Muslims seek unity
In her job as a refugee case manager, Fatimah Farooq would come to work in a hijab and speak with her clients in Arabic.
Nonetheless, she found herself being asked whether she was Muslim.
It's not easy, Farooq says, navigating her dual identities as black and Muslim.
"I'm constantly trying to prove that I belong," said Farooq, who now works in public health. "It's really hard not
to be an outsider in a community -- especially today, in the current times."
Many Muslims are reeling from a U.S. presidential administration that's cracked down on immigrants, including
through the introduction of a travel ban that suspends new visas for people from six Muslim-majority countries
and is now tied up in court.
But black U.S.-born Muslims say they have been pushed to the edges of the conversations -- even by those who share the
same religion.
They say they often feel discrimination on multiple fronts: for being black, for being Muslim and for being black
and Muslim among a population of immigrant Muslims.
Farooq, whose Sudanese parents came to the U.S. before she was born, said her own family used to attend a largely
African-American mosque but then moved to a predominantly Arab one -- yet in both cases still felt like
"outsiders."
Kashif Syed, who lives in the Washington, D.C., area, grew up in a family of South Asian Muslim immigrants
around Detroit that was insulated from black Muslims. Now that he's part of a young professional Muslim
community, he's trying to honor the experiences of others.
"We're seeing increasingly visible threats to Muslims across the country now -- it's an important reminder of what black
communities have endured for generations in this country," said Syed, who volunteers at Townhall Dialogue, a nonprofit
fostering discussions about U.S. Muslim identity.
"I can't really think of a better time for non-black Muslims to start examining how we got here, and what lessons we can
learn from the hard-won victories of black communities from the civil rights movement," he said.
Asha Noor, whose family fled Somalia's civil war when she was a baby, helped organize a town hall after President
Donald Trump announced his first travel ban in February, which blocked travelers from seven predominantly Muslim
countries and put the U.S. refugee program on hold. After that ban was blocked by the courts, a revised one affecting
travelers from one fewer Muslim country was instituted before that, too, was blocked by the courts.
Noor said she feels there's less attention paid to the plight of refugees from her native Somalia and Sudan, the two African
countries in Trump's executive order. She sees it as part of a "continuous erasure of the black Muslim experience."
"Black Muslims often face a two-front challenge, both within the community and the larger American society,"
said Noor, who worked for Take on Hate, a campaign challenging discrimination against Arabs and Muslims.
"You can never be too sure if assaults or micro-aggressions are coming because you're black, Muslim, or both."
Central to the issue, experts say, is that Islam is portrayed as foreign.
That's a misconception University of San Francisco professor Aysha Hidayatullah encounters when teaching an "Islam in
America" class where she looks at Islam's presence in America from the slave trade to civil rights -- something that is a
surprise to many students.
"It's a class that is focused mainly on recovering the black memory of Islam in this country," she said.
Compared with the general population, U.S. Muslims are more diverse with a larger percentage born abroad.
There's disagreement on how many millions reside in the United States, but it's commonly accepted that blacks represent
about one-third of Muslims in this country.
Many came to the religion through the Nation of Islam, which veers from mainstream Islam on several core teachings,
leading many immigrant Muslims to consider it too divergent from their faith.
But Imam W. Deen Mohammed transformed the movement after taking it over in the 1970s and gradually moved his
thousands of followers toward mainstream Islam, while Louis Farrakhan took leadership of the black separatist Nation of
Islam.
Despite the history of blacks in the Muslim faith, Tariq Toure, a Maryland writer, says South Asian and Arab narratives
still dominate the conversation.
"It's disheartening, because black Muslims can't even get a word in as to how they're navigating all of this," said
Toure, who's black.
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Abdul Rahim Habib, a U.S.-born college student, said even his close friends assumed he converted to Islam because they
didn't associate being black with being Muslim.
That's even though the 21-year-old's Nigerian father and grandparents are Muslim.
While growing up in Chicago, he can remember when Arab Muslims refused to greet him with "As-Salaam-Alaikum,"
an Arabic salutation of peace customary among Muslims.
"A lot of our Arab brothers and sisters didn't really care about being brothers and sisters until this point when
they started having problems," he said.
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Daily News-Record (Harrisonburg, Virginia)
April 20, 2017

Free Exercise Clause Essential
Rita Dunaway's recent Viewpoint raises more than one issue regarding the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution:
"Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof" ("Travel
Ban Ruling A Sour Lemon," DN-R, April 3).
According to Ms. Dunaway, an attorney, the federal district court for Maryland "reasoned that President Trump's
pre-election statements, which sometimes included the phrases 'Muslim ban,' have forever tainted any
immigration related order affecting Muslims with a predominating 'religious purpose.'" She concluded that the
court's application of "Muslim ban" was extreme and problematic when considering national security and the
"constant threat of terrorism by religiously motivated, radicalized Muslims." When law manipulates religion to
justify its actions, subverting the functional purposes of both, this also becomes an issue.
Consider the 20th-century metamorphosis of a judicial philosophy that elevates law over religion. How many lawyers
influence the direction of our lives every day, from courthouses to local, state, and national legislative bodies to talking
heads on television news channels to columns in our newspapers? America has become a litigious society, "corrupt and
vicious" and having more need of masters, to paraphrase Benjamin Franklin. Religion is being equated with or made
subservient to law. Where a society functioning under the U.S. Constitution is concerned, religion serving as Providence's
basis for morality and virtue is foundational to the law.
John Adams offered a cautionary statement: "Our Constitution was made only for a moral and religious people.
It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other." Benjamin Franklin wrote: "We have been assured, sir,
in the sacred writings, that 'except the Lord build the house they labor in vain that build it.'"
When the Revolutionary War generation envisioned liberty from English rule, claiming "the separate and equal Station
to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God" entitled them, they were inspired and informed by the "First Great
Awakening" of the Christian religion in colonial America. What does it mean, in this 21st century, for an attorney to take
notice that it is now the law that informs and directs Christianity? Where are the voices of Christians and the Church? Has
civic Christianity been secularized by a socialized gospel that morphed into a progressive social justice movement?
Christianity is not a private affair, as progressivism would have us believe. Christianity was a civic affair for most of this
nation's Founders, and it is still a civic affair among people who want to be free.
Civic Christianity needs to be regenerated in society or this nation under God will perish. The First Amendment is not a
wall between religion and the public arena. It prevents the "establishment" of a religion by the state for the purpose of
claiming divine authority for those who would rule the people. The "free exercise" of religion is essential for a selfgoverning free people, prescribing the laws of a nation rather than being shaped by its courts.
Eugene C. Buie, a retired minister, lives in Harrisonburg.
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China Bans 'Extreme' Islamic Baby Names Among Xinjiang's Uyghurs
Chinese authorities in the northwestern region of Xinjiang have banned dozens of baby names with religious
meanings that are widely used by Muslims elsewhere in the world, RFA has learned.
Sources in Hotan, in the southern part of the region, had previously detailed a list of banned names in 2015, but
the ban now appears to have been rolled out region-wide.
Islam, Quran, Mecca, Jihad, Imam, Saddam, Hajj, and Medina are among dozens of baby names banned under
ruling Chinese Communist Party's "Naming Rules For Ethnic Minorities," an official confirmed on Thursday.
An employee who answered the phone at a police station in the regional capital Urumqi confirmed that "overly religious"
names are banned, and that any babies registered with such names would be barred from the "hukou" household
registration system that gives access to health care and education.
"You're not allowed to give names with a strong religious flavor, such as Jihad or names like that,' the official said.
"The most important thing here is the connotations of the name ... [it mustn't have] connotations of holy war or of
splittism [Xinjiang independence]."
Asked if names of Islamic scholars were acceptable, the employee replied: "Get him to change it; it's the sort of thing that
[could be regarded as] promoting terror and evil cults."
Asked if Yultuzay, a reference to the star and moon symbol of the Islamic faith, was acceptable, he said: "Actually the
star and moon are a pagan symbol."
"[Mecca] would be a bit over-the-top ... I don't think you could call someone Saddam, either," he said in response to
queries on those names.
"Just stick to the party line, and you'll be fine," he said. "[People with banned names] won't be able to get a household
registration, so they will find out from the hukou office when the time comes."
"They have received training in this sort of thing over here [in Xinjiang] so they're the experts [on what is allowed]," he
said.
Mainstream names
A source meanwhile told RFA that the safest names for Uyghurs are those that sound more "mainstream."
"I have been talking to friends in Xinjiang about this, and they all say that any with potentially extremist overtones will
be banned, but names like Memet ... that you see everywhere are considered more mainstream by the Chinese Communist
Party," the source said.
Dilxat Raxit, spokesman for the exile World Uyghur Congress group, said the Chinese government is continuing to
suppress traditional Uyghur culture by controlling what Uyghurs can call their children.
"In setting limits on the naming of Uyghurs, the Chinese government is in fact engaging in political persecution under
another guise," Raxit told RFA. "They are afraid that people with such names will become alienated from Chinese policies
in the region."
"Yultuzay, for example, is seen by the Chinese government as carrying separatist connotations, to do with religion," he
said. "They are placing limits on Uyghurs' religious beliefs."
Strike-hard campaigns
China has vowed to crack down on what it calls religious extremism in Xinjiang, and regularly conducts "strike hard"
campaigns including police raids on Uyghur households, restrictions on Islamic practices, and curbs on the culture and
language of the Uyghur people, including videos and other material.
While China blames Uyghur extremists for terrorist attacks, experts outside China say Beijing has exaggerated the threat
from the Uyghurs and that repressive domestic policies are responsible for an upsurge in violence there that has left
hundreds dead since 2009.
Last month, Xinjiang authorities fired an ethnic Uyghur official for holding her wedding ceremony at home
according to Islamic traditions instead of at a government-sanctioned venue.
Salamet Memetimin, the communist party secretary for Chaka township's Bekchan village, in Hotan (in Chinese, Hetian)
prefecture's Chira (Cele) county, was among 97 officials recently charged with disciplinary violations, according to an
April 10 report by the state-run Hotan Daily newspaper.

Page | 120

Local residents said the woman was relieved of her duties for taking her marriage vows-known as "nikah" in
Muslim culture-in her own home.
An official told RFA's Uyghur service that home wedding vows could give rise to unsanctioned religious leaders
promoting "deviant views that contradict ethnic unity and the sovereignty of the county."
Reported by Xin Lin for RFA's Mandarin Service. Translated and edited by Luisetta Mudie.
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Trump's Travel Bans Could Cost NYC $1.4 Billion in International Tourism,
Council Estimates
The city's official marketing organization New York City & Company said that the city could lose as much as $1.4
billion in economic activity thanks to President Donald Trump's executive orders barring entry to people from
Muslim-majority countries and his other immigration policies.
Before Trump signed the two fiats-both so far enjoined by federal judges-NYC & Company predicted that there
would be 13.1 million international tourists in 2017. That estimate has now fallen to less than 12.4 million.
Manhattan Councilman Dan Garodnick, who chairs the Council's Committee on Economic Development, said the average
international tourist spends roughly $2,000 per visit to New York, which means that 700,000 fewer tourists would translate
into $1.4 billion in lost economic activity-and an associated $120 million or more in tax revenue.
"For a president who prides himself on his business acumen and who campaigned on a platform of creating and
retaining jobs, his security policies are already having a palpable negative impact upon the economy of his home
city," the Democrat said. "Jeopardizing up to $1.4 billion from the city's tourism industry and untold lost revenue
from our many business travelers does not make America great, and it does not even put America first."
He said that while they "certainly appreciate" the federal government's concerns about safety and security, he would like
to see them tackled "in a less haphazard way."And he noted that despite a decrease in international travel to New York in
the years following the September 11, 20o1 terrorist attacks, the city witnessed a stable increase in the number of foreign
tourists coming to New York every year since 2009.
Garodnick also blasted an emergency security directive enacted by the Department of Homeland Security and the
Transportation Security Administration, which bans airline passengers from bringing electronic devices that are bigger
than a cell phone in cabin luggage on direct flights to the United States from 10 airports in the Middle East and North
Africa. He noted that Emirates Airline announced yesterday that it was reducing its flights to five American cities because
demand isn't as high any more-although New York was not one of them.
"While New York was not among the first cities facing cuts, the airline explicitly cited new U.S. policies, including the
issuance of entry visas, heightened security vetting and restrictions on electronic devices in aircraft cabins as reasons for
the reduced demand," he said. "If these policies persist, a reduction in flights to JFK from Emirates and its counterparts
in the Middle East may not be far behind."
Donna Keren, NYC & Company's senior vice president for research and analysis, said that at the end of 2016, NYC &
Company and Tourism Economics predicted that international visitation would go up by 3 percent in 2017 but that they
now expect a decrease of more than 2 percent this year. And although the company predicts that 2017 domestic visitation
to the city will increase by 1.3 million visitors compared to last year-or 2.7 percent-it still won't reach its "full potential
under the existing conditions."
She noted that the Toronto School Board recently announced that it would cancel all student trips to the United States for
2017, and that educational groups from Mexico took similar action.
"It goes without saying that new travel restrictions-including bans, limited or reduced access to visas and extreme vettingwill limit the number of people who are permitted to enter our country," Keren said. "Similarly, the perception that new
policies will make international inbound travel to the U.S. more burdensome may cause visitors to choose destinations
that facilitate entry instead."
She added that NYC & Company is taking steps to increase its domestic tourism efforts with a plan to increase its
nationwide marketing assets by 30 percent this summer-and that they are working to make the federal government
understand how travel bans and "hostile 'America First' rhetoric" affect the city and the country's economies.
"Our message to federal representatives is clear and consistent: security and open borders can and must coexist, and
maintaining a positive image of the United States around the world is critical," Keren added. "We are encouraging the
administration in Washington to communicate that the U.S. is open for business and we welcome visitors with open arms."
Staten Island GOP Councilman Joseph Borelli, who was one of the co-chairs of Trump's campaign in New York,
challenged the claim that international travel had declined under Trump, despite separate analyses indicating that the
travel ban could cost the country $18 billion in international tourism within the next two years. Borelli also pointed to
new city policies limiting the construction of hotels in industrial zones, and wondered at the impact this might have on
travel into the five boroughs.
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Queens Councilman Donovan Richards, a Democrat, questioned whether the city is directly measuring the impact
of the travel bans on low-income and middle-class communities surrounding the airport. Bitta Mostofi, an assistant
commissioner at the Mayor's Office of Immigrant Affairs, said that her office has started engagement across the
city with sister agencies to see what impacts there have been "that are measurable at this juncture."
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Deportation Fears Continue To Rage On
As fear of deportation remains strong among Queens immigrants, a group of Astoria's elected officials held an
immigration town hall on Tuesday night to address and alleviate some of the community's concerns.
U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-Astoria), state Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-Astoria) and Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas
(D-Astoria) discussed the most significant issues affecting the immigrant community in the borough and took questions
from constituents regarding their most prevalent concerns.
Gianaris discussed a bill he has introduced regarding President Donald Trump's currently halted travel ban for
seven Muslim-majority nations. His bill would prevent Port Authority personnel from assisting in the deportation
of any immigrant, regardless of citizenship.
Maloney--who is the original co-sponsor of the Border Security, Economic Opportunity and Immigration Modernization
Act--encouraged residents seeking help with immigration issues to reach out to her office.
Maloney said that with New York a sanctuary city, New Yorkers are safer when immigrants, regardless of their legal
status, can participate in the community, put their trust in local authorities, report crimes to law enforcement, attend their
children's parent-teacher conferences and participate in expanding the economy. She said that immigrants should be able
to exercise all of these options without fear of being deported.
Although the Department of Homeland Security has said that only immigrants with a criminal record are targeted for
deportation, Maloney noted that this has not been the case.
"There's a huge span of what action is triggered by a criminal record," Maloney said. "Apparently, they are
calling any arrest, whether it's for drunken driving or driving without a license, as a federal crime and they are
moving to deport a lot of people."
Simotas discussed the Immigrant Crime Victims Protection Act, which protects immigrants who are victims of crime.
The bill addresses everything from persons seeking legal protection from an abuser to those being manipulated by
landlords.
"If you go to any state or city agency, they're not going to ask you about your immigration status," Simotas said.
"Unfortunately, that doesn't prevent criminals from using someone's immigration status as an attempt to prevent them
from reporting crimes."
Lourdes Rosado, the state attorney general's Civil Rights Bureau chief, and Mayur Saxena, the civil enforcement section
chief of the Labor Bureau, discussed how their agencies assist Queens immigrants.
"Unfortunately, there is a lot of fear and uncertainty that has been created by the administration, particularly
toward immigrants and people who know and love immigrants," Rosado said.
Rosado said that the Civil Rights Bureau, which investigates and enforces all anti-discrimination laws on the federal and
state level, has seen numerous examples of people taking advantage of immigrants, including immigration enforcement
fraud or lawyer fraud.
Saxena said that two of the Labor Bureau's primary responsibilities are preventing wage theft--for example, the
nonpayment or underpayment of employees --and unlawful retaliation, such as employers withholding immigration
documents and threatening to report workers to immigration enforcement.
"We want you to go back to your people and tell them to continue to come to the AG's office," Saxena said.
One Astoria resident said that some borough immigrants would not seek medical help due to the fear of deportation.
However, according to the town-hall panel, when people, regardless of immigration status, visit any medical facility, they
would not be asked for their status.
Rosado referenced a recent case in which a daycare that was operating on a federal grant was questioned regarding the
status of immigrants at the facility in order for the daycare to receive funding. However, she said that she has not heard
of any medical facilities in Queens with such guidelines.
Another constituent questioned how the city could suffer financially as a sanctuary jurisdiction.
"We're all afraid [of losing federal funding]," Gianaris said. "We set a contingency on our state budget that says
should cuts come from the federal government, we have to reopen our budget and revisit it--but it could be a
multiple-billions-of-dollars problem that we have and we're all very worried about it."
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Easton official's social media posts spur social media storm
EASTON - He has called Barack Obama gay, said Islam is destroying the world and mocked a Gate House Media
newspaper. Now, he will help decide the next town administrator.
Bill Anderson, an elected member of the Easton Housing Authority, was named last week as one of 10 residents on the
town administrator search committee.
But his social media posts over the last several years have residents questioning whether he can, or should, represent
them in the interviews, since he frequently posts controversial images on his personal Facebook and Twitter pages.
The outrage over his posts reached a new level last week when several residents wanted to speak against his appointment
to the search committee.
It resulted in police being called to the town offices to escort residents out of a public meeting.
"I've been participating for a really long time and I have never seen it drop to this level, and I am disgusted and
ashamed to be a resident of Easton right now," said Colleen Less, a former longtime selectman and School
Committee member.
Anderson's posts are considered by many to be contentious. He has posted images that depict the Easton Journal editor
as a propagandist and show her with a missing tooth. He shared a Nike "Just Do It" poster of a Muslim woman wearing a
hijab that had an asterisk with, "If your husband lets you." He incorrectly said the previous town administrator, David
Colton, was fired from other towns.
And he's told residents to throw beer bottles on another citizen's lawn.
He told The Enterprise he finds many of the images to be funny and harmless.
"I do not control, nor do I want to, how people choose to view comments, posts, likes or shares on social media," Anderson
said. "Individuals infatuated with my social media activity can also choose to avoid potential self inflicted offense by
choosing not to actively seek out my comments, posts, likes and and shares. The idea that I am racist or sexist is equally
as stupid as choosing to 'troll' my social media presence." But social media experts disagree. They say once things are
posted online - whether on public or private pages - they instantly reflect the community, especially when made by a town
official.
"It reflects on the town and the community, particularly when you're talking about selecting the important post of town
administrator," said Brian Frederick, an associate professor at Bridgewater State University and the political science
department chairman. "In this age, if you're publicly posting messages that may be considered by members of some groups
to be offensive over social media, that's going to be factored in to whether you're going to be a fair representative of
people in your community." The town was in a similar position last year. The selectmen adopted a social media policy in
the fall when Michael Goodman, an appointed member of the Conservation Commission, shared posts that were perceived
to be anti-Muslim and anti-Islam on his personal, but public, Face book page.
The policy allows the board to remove appointed and elected officials for various reasons, including bigotry, based on
their social media conduct.
Elected and appointed officials are only required to sign an acknowledgement of receipt of the social media policy, but
Acting Town Administrator Connor Read said they haven't been sent out for signatures yet because of the turnover in the
town clerk's office.
Although Anderson may not be in violation of the policy, it doesn't mean the town couldn't be at risk if he continues on
the committee.
Cheryl Pinarchick, a labor and employment attorney with Boston-based Fisher Phillips represents employers in all areas
of employment law. She spoke in general about discrimination challenges she sees.
"When you have an employee in a hiring role who has publicly said or posted comments that can be perceived as
discriminatory, it puts an employer in a particularly difficult situation," she said. "An applicant who belongs to
the protected class about which person in the hiring role has commented, and who doesn't get interviewed or hired,
may believe that the reason they didn't get interviewed or hired is because they belong to the protected class and
claim discrimination." Pinarchick said that would put an employer in a position to have to explain why the
applicant wasn't interviewed or hired.
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Anti-terror campaign must be redefined
One of the hallmarks of the 2016 presidential campaign was Donald Trump's insistence on being honest about the
threat of "radical Islamic terrorism." It's a phrase that President Obama refused to speak, preferring the
euphemism "violent extremism." Hillary Clinton muttered the taboo expression half-heartedly only after Mr.
Trump shamed her into it. Actually, I reject the term "radical Islamic terrorism," as it implies there is some
"moderate" form of Islamic terrorism. There isn't.
The Obama-Clinton disdain for naming the real enemy allowed them to pretend that the Islamic State (ISIS) was the only
problem in Syria and Iraq. Meanwhile, groups with an identical jihad ideology got a pass. Al Qaeda was barely mentioned.
Arms continued to flow via Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Turkey to a rogues gallery of supposed "moderates" -- Jaish al-Islam,
Ahrar al-Sham, Harakat Nour al-Din al-Zenki, the Free Idlib Army and the Islamic Front. These jihadists operate mainly
in alliance with al Qaeda, but sometimes with ISIS.
President Trump's administration shows signs of translating ideological clarity into military action. The noose is
tightening around the ISIS, with the fall of Mosul to U.S.-supported Iraqi and Iranian militia forces in sight. The stage is
being set for a U.S.-Kurdish offensive to take Raqqa, the ISIS capital in Syria. American-led coalition airstrikes are hitting
al Qaeda and its "moderate" terrorist allies in Syria's Idlib province.
This is being done quietly, without the bluster that characterized the Obama policy. Like Mr. Trump said, you don't show
the enemy your game plan. This discretion was certainly on display with the recent cruise missile strike on the Syrian
Shayrat air base near the city of Homs. It was from this base that Syrian aircraft took off to deliver a deadly chemical
attack against its own people.
Congress is late in catching up with military realities. But that is beginning to change as well. Two items deserve
particular mention.
First, Rep. Jim Banks, Indiana Republican, last month introduced H.J.Res. 89, an authorization for the use of military
force (AUMF) against al Qaeda, the Taliban, ISIS, plus "successor organizations and associated forces." This means the
jihadists we are fighting right now, under whatever name they try to hide.
When, in 2015, Mr. Obama asked for a new AUMF to replace the outdated one enacted in 2001 after the Sept. 11, 2001
attacks, congressional Republicans rightfully turned him down. They knew they couldn't trust him.
Now things are different. Defense Secretary James Mattis welcomes a new AUMF that fits the real war that needs
to be fought: "I think not only would it be a sign of the American people's resolve, truly I think our men and
women would benefit from an authorization for the use of military force that would let them know that the
American people, in the form of their Congress, were fully supportive of what they're doing out there every day as
they put their lives in harm's way." Destroying ISIS as a functioning entity is a tactical objective. However, we
should not get involved in a 1,400-year sectarian war. Never forget, both sided have joined forces to kill us.
Second, the Stop Arming Terrorists Act (SATA, H.R. 608) was introduced with bipartisan backing by Rep. Tulsi Gabbard
Hawaii Democrat, a combat veteran of the Iraq War, and in the Senate (S. 532) by Sen. Rand Paul, Kentucky Republican.
SATA would prohibit the use of federal funds to arm or support al Qaeda, ISIS "or any individual or group that is affiliated
with, associated with, cooperating with, or adherent" to them. It also would bar sending funds to the government of any
country that the director of national intelligence determines has provided assistance to such groups within the last year.
SATA is almost the mirror image of the new AUMF. It seeks to defund and stop our allies from arming the very groups
our military personnel are risking their lives fighting against.
It shouldn't take an act of Congress to stop our tax dollars from going to arm people we know are terrorists. Sadly, it's far
from clear that cutting off such aid can be assured without a legal prohibition. Press coverage of the war in Syria over the
past six years has been replete with reports of groups supported by the Obama administration -- either directly via covert
programs or via our allies -- that either fight alongside al Qaeda or decide to defect, taking their U.S.-provided arms with
them.
The Los Angeles Times, National Public Radio and the BBC reported that in March 2015 the U.S.-backed group Fursan
al-Haq, equipped by the CIA with anti-tank missiles, participated in an al Qaeda-led campaign in Idlib. However, there is
no clear affiliation today. After the city fell to the jihadis, Christians were driven out amid a terror campaign of abductions
and church destructions. Many of the Druze residents were massacred.
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Idlib remains under al Qaeda control today, assisted by Fursan al-Haq, now rebranded part of the Free Idlib Army under
the protection of Turkey's jihadi president (and America's dubious NATO ally) Recep Tayyip Erdogan. Has the weapons
pipeline been cut off? Even if it has, turning it back on may just be a matter of another change of name and flag.
There is no such thing as a moderate jihadi terrorist. Arming one group of terrorists to fight another group of
terrorists can only have one outcome: more terrorism. It's time to slam the door on a wrongheaded and selfdefeating policy.
o James A. Lyons, a retired U.S. Navy admiral, was commander in chief of the U.S. Pacific Fleet and senior U.S. military
representative to the United Nations.
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STUNTING STUDENT BODY GROWTH ; International applications down at
some universities amid concern over Trump travel ban
University officials across Michigan weren't shy about criticizing President Donald Trump's now blocked travel
ban targeting seven predominately Muslim nations, saying the move left international students feeling threatened
and unwelcome.
But less clear is whether the ban--as well as concerns about changes in benefits and restrictions on student visas -- will
lead to fewer international students enrolling at U.S. colleges and universities next fall.
International student applications for at least four of Michigan's 15 public universities -- Western Michigan, Grand
Valley State, Wayne State and Michigan State--are down or flat at the graduate or undergraduate level when
compared to the same time last year.
University of Michigan, on the other hand, has seen an increase of about 5.2 percent in applications from foreign students.
How those numbers will look come this fall remains to be seen, but university officials are watching closely.
"The sentiment abroad is very negative about coming to the United States," said Juan Tavares, director of
international admissions and services at Western, where applications from foreign students are down about 24
percent when compared to this time last year.
"People make reference to the travel bans, and even though the travel bans have been blocked, they still see that
as a negative action from the U.S. government."
A variety of factors affect the number of applications universities receive from international students, officials said. It's
difficult to pinpoint the degree to which Trump's actions are impacting the numbers.
But a recent survey by the American Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers shows international
student recruitment professionals report hearing concerns from families around the globe, including about Trump's travel
ban and potential changes to student visas and employment opportunities.
"The survey results suggest a rising level of concern on the part of institutions that fall enrollments in the United States
may be impacted by perceptions that the U.S. is becoming less welcoming of international students," said Michael Reilly,
the association's executive director.
"Institutions are struggling to reassure students that their studies or travels will not be disrupted by future policy
changes during this period of tremendous uncertainty."
Trump's executive order, issued in January, banning citizens of seven predominately Muslim countries from coming to
the U.S. was blocked by a federal judge. Trump later issued a revised travel ban, but it, too, was blocked in court.
Tavares said Western's 24 percent drop in international student applications also may result, in part, to a stronger U.S.
dollar, competition for students, and changes to foreign government scholarship programs such as Saudi Arabia's.
The Saudi government, facing budgetary challenges, has reduced funding for its state-funded study abroad scholarship
program, according to news reports.
The American Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers 's survey shows 38 percent of institutions
that responded also reported a drop, while 35 percent reported an increase. Twenty-seven percent reported no change.
The survey also showed that international student recruiters are hearing a "great deal of concern from students and families
all over the globe." Most of those concerns, 79 percent, are coming from the Middle East, followed by India, at 46 percent.
Chris Hendree, associate director of admissions at Grand Valley, heard those concerns first hand earlier this year during
a recruiting visit to India.
Students considering graduate programs in the U.S. were worried the Trump administration would eliminate or vastly
reduce a student visa program, known as Optional Practical Training, he said. The program allows foreign students to
work in the U.S. for a one year during or after finishing their education.
Hendree said he hasn't heard of any changes proposed by the Trump administrat ion to the Optional Practical Training
program, but added there are plenty of "rumors."
"News spreads fast, and incorrect news spreads faster," he said. "It's hard to counteract the rumors that are out
there."
Those rumors, Hendree said, may have played a role in the slight drop in graduate-level applications from
international students, particularly those from India.
The university has received 345 such applications this year, compared to 367 this time last year.
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Despite that drop, undergraduate-level applications from foreign students have increased slightly. And overall, the total
number of international student applications is about the same now as it was last year -- 563 compared to 560.
Overall, Michigan ranks No. 9 nationwide for international student enrollment, with 33,848 students in the 2015-16 school
year, according to a report by the Institute of International Education. MSU has 8,256 international students, and U-M
has 7,630 international students, the institute said.
At MSU, international applications from freshmen is down 9 percent when compared to last year. But, graduate student
applications are up "slightly" over last year.
University officials declined an interview request, but in a statement, spokesman Jason Cody said, "It is difficult to try
and pinpoint one particular reason for the numbers we are seeing, such as the recent change in administration."
Countries targeted by Trump's travel ban are "not markets from which we typically attract undergraduates on a regular
basis," Cody said.
When MSU attracts students from those nations, "often they are already in the U.S. at the time of application," said Cody,
who noted changes to the Saudi scholarship program and a stronger dollar also contribute to application fluctuations.
Kedra Ishop, vice president for enrollment management at U-M, said international student applications are up 5.2 percent
from the same time last year.
"I think both our academic reputation and the support services that we provide for international students still
allow us to compete in a growingly complex space in the international student environment," she said.
While applications are up, Ishop and her colleagues will be "carefully watching" for any changes to federal policy--in
areas such as the issuance of student visas -- that might impact the ability of international students to travel to and enroll
at U-M.
Wayne State University has seen international applications drop, but "it is too early to tell by how much because we're in
the middle of the cycle," spokesman Matt Lockwood said.
The travel ban might have an impact, he said. But other areas, such as currency fluctuations, changes in foreign
scholarship programs and "plateauing" enrollment in engineering programs, also likely play a role.
Central Michigan University and Ferris State University declined to comment or say whether applications from
international students are up or down this year.
Moving forward, the AACRAO report says, the challenge for institutions is to "craft appropriate messages to their
recruitment regions that will reassure students and their families that an education in the United States remains a strong
option."
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U.S. attorneys expect indictment in arson of South Texas mosque
U.S. attorneys revealed during a bond hearing in Corpus Christi shortly after his March 4 arrest that Marq
Vincent Perez was a suspect to the Jan. 28 burglary and fire that destroyed the Victoria Islamic Center. The
lawyers described it as a hate crime and presented messages and witness testimony that described Perez as hating
Muslims and suspecting Victoria Muslims were tied to terrorist organizations.
An FBI agent who testified also accused Perez, 25, of setting fire to a car belonging to a man Perez had a dispute
with and breaking into and stealing a laptop from the mosque before the fire.
But the federal grand jury in Victoria on March 24 returned an indictment unrelated to the mosque fire or previous
burglary. Perez remains only charged with possessing an unregistered destructive device, which stems from the Jan. 15
car fire. That charge carries a maximum prison sentence of 10 years and a $250,000. The trial is slated to begin May 1.
According to documents filed in the U.S. Southern of District of Texas last week, a grand jury is mulling Perez's
involvement in the other crimes.
"The grand jury in Victoria is continuing its investigation of (Perez) and his involvement in all of the crimes
described above, including the hate crime of burning the mosque in Victoria," court documents state. "The United
States anticipates that the grand jury may issue one or more superseding indictments related to these different
events as that investigation proceeds."
Prosecutors requested the case be heard in Victoria, instead of Corpus Christi. Though Perez's first hearing was before a
magistrate judge in Corpus Christi who covers both the Corpus Christi and Victoria divisions, the case was moved to
Houston after Perez was indicted. Perez's Corpus Christi lawyer, Mark Di Carlo, successfully argued against the move
and requested the case be in either Corpus Christi or Victoria. A judge sent it back to Corpus Christi.
Now, Di Carlo is arguing it should stay in Corpus Christi. In a response filed Monday, Di Carlo accused the prosecutors
of forum shopping and "acting in a highly irregular manner." Di Carlo also said Perez has received unfair media coverage
in Victoria and accused prosecutors or law enforcement of tipping Victoria media to the case.
Nearly all the witnesses and evidence are in Victoria, prosecutors wrote in their request. Prosecutors also requested a
judge order evidence turned over to the defense remain confidential before trial.
Perez, who has no criminal history, has previously disputed the accusations through his lawyer. Di Carlo has
pointed out the witness who led authorities to Perez also admitted to being with him when the fire was set at the
mosque. And a confidential informant federal authorities have referenced had access to Perez's home, where items
from the mosque were found, Di Carlo has said.
Perez is being held without bail in the DeWitt County Jail in Cuero.
More than $1 million in donations poured into the mosque's rebuilding efforts within days of the fire.
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Crime Blotter - Mirrors smashed, Muslims threatened in bathrooms
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The first floor men's restroom on the south side of the Academic Services building was vandalized on Monday. An
unknown, presumably male suspect went into the men's restroom shortly after noon and smashed the pair of mirrors inside
the lavatory, the sound of which shocked several nearby passersby and workers.
"I thought it was catering dropping glasses in the Anatol center," said Deborah Guilbeau, an office assistant at Academic
Technology Services offices located next door to the bathroom.
Guilbeau was working with fellow assistant Jessica Dominguez at the time and the pair stated that they heard the loud
sound of shattering glass, then a pause before the sound occurred again as the second mirror was smashed. Dominguez
presumed the suspect was a likely student as she witnessed a male subject wearing a backpack leave the scene. The suspect
was wearing a black hoodie that looked "skaterish," according to Dominguez, who said that he fled to the nearby parking
lot next to the Cal State University Long Beach campus' Seventh street entrance.
"[The sound] scared the hell out of me," said Jessica Olague, the Assistant Director in the Teacher Preparation Advising
Center for the College of Education. "I thought someone might be injured at first."
Olague had been walking in the hallway next to the bathroom at the time of the incident, and said she turned around at
the noise of smashing glass and witnessed the suspect from behind as he left the scene. Olague's described his flight as
"walking quickly," not a sprint. None of the available witnesses to the crime could provide more description as to race,
height or build.
"I've never heard of such a thing," said Lt. Richard Goodwin of the University Police Department. "I've heard of
vandals scratching mirrors, painting mirrors . . . but to go in and just break a bunch of mirrors? I don't get it."
Alleged stalker steals coin purse, harasses ex
A female CSULB student reported her ex-boyfriend for theft and stalking to the UPD on Monday. The woman said that
her ex took her coin purse containing her ID at an off-campus coffee shop in Long Beach, and that when she confronted
him on the street he dropped the purse and left. She then said that he began calling her and harassing her.
Goodwin said that in addition to investigating the stalking behavior, UPD was pursuing charges of theft for the attempted
robbery of the coin purse. According to the campus police activity log, the ex-boyfriend is also a CSULB student.
"Detectives are working on it now," Goodwin said. "We have the suspect identified. Without being able to divulge too
much because it is an ongoing investigation, [the detectives] will review any camera footage and interview witnesses
making it possible for us to file a case."
Beachside bike theft despite precautions
A male student reported that his bike had been stolen from the off-campus Beachside dorms on Friday. The student's bike
was a black Micargi Super M1000 model, and he said that he had secured it with both a bicycle chain and a U-lock. Both
security devices had been cut through, according to the victim, who had left town for a week only to return and discover
the theft.
"I have no idea what could cut through a U-lock," Goodwin said. "I mean, they have bolt cutters that are pretty big, but I
don't know."
Pokemon pack pilfered by PCH
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A "multi-colorful backpack with Pokemon cartoons," illustrated on the side was reported stolen to the UPD by a male
student on Friday. The theft occurred in the parking lot of the Residential Learning Center at the CSULB Beachside
College off of the main campus.
The student had left the backpack on the ground outside near his car, which was parked near Pacific Coast Highway. He
had entered the vehicle in order to talk on his phone, and said that he was unable to pay attention due to the phone call
and when he finished the call he realized that his backpack had been stolen. The backpack contained a MacBook Air
laptop, a binder full of sheet music and computer components, according to the victim.
"The backpack is outside of the car, and while they're talking on the phone not paying attention somebody walked up,
grabbed the backpack and ran off with it," said Goodwin, who described the incident as a crime of opportunity.
Threatening message to Muslims in men's room
The UPD received a report of a threatening message etched inside of the stall farthest from the door in the men's restroom
in Peterson Hall 2 on Friday. The message read, "We will kill all Muslims on Friday," indicating that it had been written
earlier in the week.
"It was scratched in, probably with a knife," Goodwin said. "This was quite the topic [among the UPD staff] on
Friday because of the hateful comments that were made."
Goodwin said that currently there were no known suspects.
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STUNTING STUDENT BODY GROWTH ; International applications down at
some universities amid concern over Trump travel ban
University officials across Michigan weren't shy about criticizing President Donald Trump's now blocked travel
ban targeting seven predominately Muslim nations, saying the move left international students feeling threatened
and unwelcome.
But less clear is whether the ban--as well as concerns about changes in benefits and restrictions on student visas -- will
lead to fewer international students enrolling at U.S. colleges and universities next fall.
International student applications for at least four of Michigan's 15 public universities -- Western Michigan, Grand Valley
State, Wayne State and Michigan State--are down or flat at the graduate or undergraduate level when compared to the
same time last year.
University of Michigan, on the other hand, has seen an increase of about 5.2 percent in applications from foreign students.
How those numbers will look come this fall remains to be seen, but university officials are watching closely.
"The sentiment abroad is very negative about coming to the United States," said Juan Tavares, director of international
admissions and services at Western, where applications from foreign students are down about 24 percent when compared
to this time last year.
"People make reference to the travel bans, and even though the travel bans have been blocked, they still see that
as a negative action from the U.S. government."
A variety of factors affect the number of applications universities receive from international students, officials said. It's
difficult to pinpoint the degree to which Trump's actions are impacting the numbers.
But a recent survey by the American Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers shows international
student recruitment professionals report hearing concerns from families around the globe, including about Trump's travel
ban and potential changes to student visas and employment opportunities.
"The survey results suggest a rising level of concern on the part of institutions that fall enrollments in the United
States may be impacted by perceptions that the U.S. is becoming less welcoming of international students," said
Michael Reilly, the association's executive director.
"Institutions are struggling to reassure students that their studies or travels will not be disrupted by future policy
changes during this period of tremendous uncertainty."
Trump's executive order, issued in January, banning citizens of seven predominately Muslim countries from coming to
the U.S. was blocked by a federal judge. Trump later issued a revised travel ban, but it, too, was blocked in court.
Tavares said Western's 24 percent drop in international student applications also may result, in part, to a stronger U.S.
dollar, competition for students and changes to foreign government scholarship programs such as Saudi Arabia's.
The Saudi government, facing budgetary challenges, has reduced funding for its state-funded study abroad scholarship
program, according to news reports.
The American Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers survey shows 38 percent of institutions that
responded also reported a drop, while 35 percent reported an increase. Twenty-seven percent reported no change.
The survey also showed that international student recruiters are hearing a "great deal of concern from students and families
all over the globe." Most of those concerns, 79 percent, are coming from the Middle East, followed by India, at 46 percent.
Chris Hendree, associate director of admissions at Grand Valley, heard those concerns first hand earlier this year during
a cerns first hand earlier this year during a recruiting visit to India.
Students considering graduate programs in the U.S. were worried the Trump administration would eliminate or vastly
reduce a student visa program, known as Optional Practical Training, he said. The program allows foreign students to
work in the U.S. for a year during or after finishing their education.
Hendree said he hasn't heard of any changes proposed by the Trump administrat ion to the Optional Practical Training
program, but added there are plenty of "rumors."
Those rumors, Hendree said, may have played a role in the slight drop in graduate-level applications from international
students, particularly those from India. The university has received 345 such applications this year, compared to 367 this
time last year.
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Despite that drop, undergraduate applications from foreign students have increased slightly. And overall, the total number
of international student applications is about the same now as it was last year --563 compared to 560.
Overall, Michigan ranks No. 9 nationwide for international student enrollment, with 33,848 students in the 2015-16 school
year, according to a report by the Institute of International Education. MSU has 8,256 international students, and U-M
has 7,630 international students, the institute said.
At MSU, international applications from freshmen is down 9 percent when compared to last year. But, graduate student
applications are up "slightly" over last year.
In a statement, spokesman Jason Cody said, "It is difficult to try and pinpoint one particular reason for the numbers we
are seeing, such as the recent change in administration."
Countries targeted by the travel ban are "not markets from which we typically attract undergraduates on a regular basis,"
Cody said.
Kedra Ishop, vice president for enrollment management at U-M, said international student applications are up 5.2 percent
from the same time last year.
While applications are up, Ishop and her colleagues will be "carefully watching" for any changes to federal policy--in
areas such as the issuance of student visas -- that might impact the ability of international students to travel to and enroll
at U-M.
Wayne State University has seen international applications drop, but "it is too early to tell by how much because
we're in the middle of the cycle," spokesman Matt Lockwood said.
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Miami lawmaker accused of using racial slur once referred to 'hajis'
In 2014, when then-state Rep. Frank Artiles was running for reelection in Miami-Dade County, someone secretly
recorded him at a polling place -- and caught him using a slur for Arabs or Muslims: "hajis."
That was three years ago, long before Monday night, when now-state Sen. Artiles, a Republican, deployed the n-word in
a conversation with two African-American senators. Under pressure to resign, Artiles publicly apologized Wednesday,
though a fellow senator still filed a complaint to try to expel him from the Senate.
Artiles called Democratic Sen. Audrey Gibson of Jacksonville a "bitch" and a "girl" on Monday -- and referred
to fellow Republicans who elected Senate President Joe Negron of Stuart as "n----as." Artiles also called Negron a
"p---y."
Back in August 2014, Artiles was campaigning unopposed in the primary ahead of a general election race against a largely
unfunded, first-time Democratic candidate named Omar Rivero that hardly made headlines. But at some point Rivero
posted the secret recording to his YouTube channel. The following March, after Artiles denied he had punched a college
student at a downtown Tallahassee bar, the audio made the rounds in Miami political circles.
It resurfaced Tuesday, after Artiles' private exchange at the Governors Club in downtown Tallahassee with Gibson and
Sen. Perry Thurston of Fort Lauderdale was made public.
The Miami Herald obtained a copy of the recording, which Rivero removed from YouTube after Artiles' attorney
threatened to sue him over it. Florida law prohibits audio taping without the consent of all parties being recorded. No such
consent is given on the recording, but since it was made in a public place, "I don't know if he had an expectation of
privacy," Rivero said Tuesday of Artiles.
Artiles ultimately defeated Rivero by 16 percentage points.
In the recording, Artiles spoke to Rivero, who at the time was campaigning at the same Country Walk precinct in West
Kendall. Rivero mentioned a terrorist attack in Mumbai -- a massive one that killed 166 people took place in 2008 -which led to a conversation about weapons. Artiles boasted about his prowess as a hunter.
"I kill everything," Artiles said, offering to show Rivero "awesome pictures" of his prey, including alligators.
"I know your foreign policy plan is to exterminate all Muslims," Rivero responded, in reference to an earlier part of the
conversation not on the 10-minute recording.
"No, no, it's not," Artiles said. "Only the bad ones."
"That's what you said earlier," Rivero pressed.
"And I didn't say Muslims," Artiles said. "I said, 'hajis.' There's a difference."
"You want to exterminate hajis?" Rivero asked. "What's a haji?"
An unidentified man apparently accompanying Artiles explained, according to the recording.
"It comes from 'Jonny Quest,'" the man said, referring to the animated TV series from the 1960s. "It's the Indian dude in
'Jonny Quest.'"
The character in the series, Hadji, was Quest's sidekick, a Kolkata-born 11-year-old who wore a turban -suggesting he was Sikh, not Muslim. When not used as a slur, "haji" (which can be spelled different ways) usually
refers to a Muslim who has completed a religious pilgrimage, or "hajj," to Mecca. But American soldiers,
particularly during the Iraq War, were known to use the word to refer to Middle Easterners from Muslim
countries.
Artiles is a former Marine reservist who was deployed for two months to Qatar in 2003 as a field radio operator supporting
U.S. troops in Iraq. He did not immediately respond to a request for comment late Tuesday.
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When Hate Leads to Depression
This Week in Hate highlights hate crimes and harassment around the country since the election of President Trump.
Women afraid to go out in public. College students struggling in school. Employees feeling unsafe on the job.
People of all walks of life experiencing anxiety, depression and post-traumatic stress disorder.
These are some of the mental and emotional effects of what advocates say is a wave of hate crimes and racist
harassment that started during President Trump's campaign. Muslims, immigrants and members of other groups
targeted with violence and intimidation are seeking help to deal with lingering trauma. But mental health groups
and advocates are finding that the specialized support they need doesn't always exist.
The Family and Youth Institute, which studies the mental health needs of American Muslims, has seen more reports of
anxiety and depression since the campaign began, as well as more people seeking therapy and asking questions about
mental health. It's not only victims of hate crimes who are affected, according to Dr. Sameera Ahmed, the director of the
institute -- anti-Muslim harassment and political rhetoric are having a psychological impact on many American Muslims,
regardless of whether they have been personally targeted.
Muslims in America have been in ''perpetual crisis mode'' in recent years, dealing with the aftermath of the 2015 Paris
attacks, followed by President Trump's campaign, election, inauguration and travel ban, said Dr. Rania Awaad, the
director of the Muslims and Mental Health Lab at Stanford University and the clinical director of the San Francisco Bay
Area branch of the Khalil Center, a Muslim counseling center. In November, the center offered a support group for young
people, some of whom had been harassed at school, but their parents wouldn't leave -- they wanted help too. Eventually,
''they went to a corner of the conference room and created their own little support group,'' Dr. Awaad said.
Not everyone can find support in the wake of a hate crime. Dr. Prabhjot Singh, now the chair of the department of health
system design and global health at the Mount Sinai Health System, felt angry and depressed after he was attacked in New
York in 2005, when he was in graduate school. He reached out to mental health services at his university, but they weren't
much help, since they were geared toward people with severe psychiatric illness. When he was attacked again a few years
later, his anger, depression and sense of isolation deepened. He dealt with them by throwing himself into work. He also
began practicing his Sikh religion more actively, growing his beard and waking up before dawn to meditate.
Then, in 2013, he was attacked by a group of young men who called him ''Osama'' and ''terrorist'' and punched
him in the face, breaking his jaw. That attack got significant media attention, and people began to email him asking
for advice after they or their loved ones experienced hate crimes. The volume of recent messages has been a sign
for him that hate crimes are on the rise. ''I just hear it in my inbox,'' he said.
Sometimes Dr. Singh can help the people who write to him, and sometimes he can't. He sees a lack of resources for
people who have been victims of hate crimes: ''I don't think there's really a good way for people who have had this type
of experience to find useful community.''
Some nonprofit groups are mobilizing to offer mental health services for people affected by hate crimes or harassment,
who may have unique needs that conventional therapy doesn't always address. Staff at the YWCA of Kalamazoo in
western Michigan found that while people who had experienced hate crimes could find individual counseling in the area,
which is home to many immigrants working in the agriculture industry, there were no services for people feeling the
indirect effects of hate crimes against people of their race or religion, said Jessica Glynn, the director of law and policy at
the YWCA. To fill the gap, the YWCA of Kalamazoo earlier this year created a support group for survivors, witnesses
and others affected by hate crimes, and plans to create more groups in the area if needed.
Established a year and a half ago, the Bay Area Khalil Center has already expanded to include a second branch, and a
third is in the works. In addition to support groups, the center offers individual therapy with Muslim therapists. Working
with a therapist who shares their religion means patients ''don't have to start from scratch explaining things,'' said Dr.
Awaad.
The Maryland chapter of the Council on American-Islamic Relations holds free self-defense workshops and recently
conducted its first training on how to respond to an active shooter. Learning preparedness skills can help people cope with
anxiety and fear, said Dr. Zainab Chaudry, the council's Maryland outreach manager. ''We can't control external factors
in our environment,'' she added, ''but we can control how we respond.''
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Since the attack in 2013, Dr. Singh has discovered that little research or advice exists to help doctors identify and treat
patients who have experienced hate crimes. He's begun work on a guide, perhaps drawing on techniques developed to
treat survivors of domestic and sexual violence.
Dr. Singh saw the election of President Trump as the latest symptom of a deep national confusion that he's not
sure how to address. But he takes comfort in his Sikh practice: ''finding that stillness, finding that discipline to
remember that we know each other far more than we say we do. We are all connected.''
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Professor talks intersection of Trump, Islamophobia
"How do we tell the story of Islamophobia, ... and how do we tell the story of Trumpism?" asked Nancy Khalek,
associate professor of religious studies, as she opened her talk, "Islam, Islamophobia, and Teaching 'Difficult
Subjects' in the Age of Trumpism" Monday afternoon in the Joukowsky Forum at the Watson Institute for
International and Public Affairs.
Islamophobia and Trumpism are anti-intellectual yet politically powerful movements, Khalek said, and both employ
similar tactics - binary reasoning and generalizing assumptions - to gain popular traction.
Provost Richard Locke introduced Khalek's talk as part of the University's ongoing "Reaffirming University Values"
series. The series was initiated before Donald Trump ascended to the Presidency, Locke said, and was intended to discuss
topics like free speech. But the Trump administration gave a new meaningto this series given the way his administration's
actions and rhetoric have threatened Brown's values in unexpected ways, Locke added.
Islamophobia is based on an image of Islam that is "reductive, simplistic and rooted in the clash of civilizations,"
Khalek said. Islamophobic logic is based on myths such as the idea that Islam is inherently violent and
fundamentally different from Christianity or Judaism and that Muslims are intent on subjugating non-Muslim
populations, she said. The idea that radical Islam is the single greatest threat to U.S. safety is also a myth, she
added.
Many of these myths have been actively cultivated by members of Trump's inner circle, said Khalek. For example, though
only 0.0066 percent of the world's Muslims are inclined toward religious-based violence, Brigitte Gabriel, a conservative
journalist with a close relationship to the Trump administration, has said the number is 15-20 percent. This numerical
disparity speaks to a desire in the "Islamophobia industry" to exaggerate the threat radical Islam poses to the United States,
Khalek said. In one year, there were five deaths by jihadist attack in the U.S. compared to 406 deaths by drowning in a
bathtub, Khalek said.
Trumpism profits from Islamophobia and exacerbates it, Khalek said, explaining that Trump's anti-Islamic
rhetoric is not so much based on a real fear of terrorism or violence, but rather on an aversion to racial diversity.
She cited "The Flight 93 Election," a blog post that garnered attention during Trump's campaign, written by
Trump advisor Michael Anton under the pen name Publius Decius Mus, as evidence of Trumpism using
Islamophobia as a tool. In the piece, Anton wrote that Muslim immigration inevitably hurts the United States and
argued that the United States is not a nation of immigrants but a nation of settlers that later chose to admit
immigrants - and can stop at any time.
U.S. media is also responsible for cultivating American's conviction that terrorism is uniquely Islamic and Westernoriented, Khalek said. She displayed a list of every terrorist attack that had occurred in the past year. The vast majority
had occurred in the Middle East and did not receive headline news coverage from major U.S. media outlets - those that
had were attacks against Western cities.
Given this political context, the challenge for a professor is teaching difficult and politically fraught topics, Khalek said.
When she has discussed the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria in her classes, she has had students of Iraqi descent and
students with family in the U.S. military in the same classroom, she said.
"While some students may find the airing of controversial issues unsettling, ... I'm not in a position" to avoid controversial
topics, Khalek said. Instead, she said her mission as a professor is twofold: "How do I allow students to voice contentious,
ugly or even ignorant views, so that they can learn without fear of recrimination? And how do I foster respect and care
for students who may be adversely affected by that process?"
In the question and answer period, Assistant Professor of Religious Studies Andre Willis asked why Khalek chose to
situate anti-Muslim sentiment as a phobia, "instead of as anti-Islamic activism" or racism.
"It's kind of a terminological thing. Some people prefer not to use the term (Islamophobia)" and instead use terms
like anti-Islamic racism, which is U.S.-specific given this country's history of racism, Khalek said. "Phobia" can
make sense, because a big part of anti-Islamic racism is based in fear, she added.
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Dayton-area Muslims worried about being targets of bias Ohio Matters Greene
County
Sugarcreek Township -- In the rolling fields where Dayton suburbia meets Greene County farmland, a large building
stands off a two-lane road.
It might be mistaken for one of the several large churches that dot the area, but it's not -- it's the Al-Huda Mosque, a
growing center of Muslim life for the Dayton area.
Following Friday services here, several Greene County Muslims said they're worried about increased racism and
immigration troubles now that Donald Trump is president.
"There are still a lot of uncertainties. And many Muslims have a lot of fears," said Abdelghader Ould Siyam, the
mosque's imam and a resident of Fairborn, in northwestern Greene County.
There are roughly 10,000 to 12,000 Muslims living in Greater Dayton, according to Siyam. It's unclear how many of them
live in Greene County, though the county has an overall comparatively large international population -- 4.9 percent of
county residents were born outside the United States, compared to 4.1 percent of Ohio's overall population.
Dayton-area Muslims tend to be Palestinians, Iraqi refugees, Georgians (from the country, not the state) and Libyans who
fled Moammar Gadhafi, Siyam said. Many come to the area to study at Wright State University or to take jobs affiliated
with nearby Wright-Patterson Air Force Base.
Siyam said many local Muslims are fearful that Trump's talk about "radical Islam" will lead to them being targeted by
non-Muslims, though he said so far he has personally only encountered a couple of dirty looks since moving from
Cincinnati about a year ago.
"I think if the administration wants to win over Muslims, they should take some concrete steps and tell them that
they are like everyone else -- to reward the one who does good and punish the one who does bad, but not just to
label them as bad guys and to look at them as second-class citizens," Siyam said.
There's also concern about Trump's attempts to temporarily ban travel to several Muslim-majority nations, Siyam said, as
many Muslim immigrants are unsure whether they will be able to visit their families in their home countries.
And, like any other Americans, Greene County Muslims care about domestic issues, Siyam said, including health care
reform efforts, maintaining school funding and creating jobs.
"Safety for everyone is safety for Muslims. Good education is good for Muslims. Good paychecks are good for
Muslims," Siyam said. "What is good for America is good for us."
Taher Ahmouda, an electrical contractor who moved to Xenia from Libya 35 years ago, said that since Trump was elected,
more people in the area have felt free to make anti-Muslim comments.
"It used to be that people were not in your face," Ahmouda said. "But now, they don't think anything of it: They tell you
to go home."
Ahmad Rababah, a native of Jordan who lives in Beavercreek, said during last year's presidential campaign, he got a
number of looks from strangers on the street. But now that Trump is in office, he said, people have become friendlier.
"Now, I see people smile at me, and I can just tell it's because of who I am," Rababah said. "They're kind of giving
me props for putting up with it, or whatever."
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BOASTFUL HOPEFUL Ex-cop Dietl wants to be next mayor Blames 'Muslim
guy' for tax troubles
HE'S ONE tough former cop who dresses to the nines, doesn't hesitate to speak his mind and says he has big plans
to be the next mayor of New York City.
But potty-mouthed, self-promoting private eye Bo Dietl is running a campaign that is at the very least unorthodox - if not
suicidal.
For starters, Dietl has habitually failed to pay his New York taxes, and the state is chasing him for nearly a half-million
dollars.
Making matters worse, in a city with an estimated 270,000 Muslims, he blames the state's drive to collect unpaid
taxes on a "Muslim guy."
He's entered the race dogged by lawsuits, including an action filed by former business partners who paint him as a polished
swindler with a mammoth ego who gambled too much.
And he is surely the only mayoral candidate in New York City history to proclaim during a campaign: "I never bet on any
cockroaches."
In between mugging for the camera with a Staten Island pizza and dazzling the press corp with displays of his push-up
prowess, Dietl chewed the fat with the Daily News last week about his longshot run for City Hall - but mainly to state
over and over again that he's a great businessman who is getting a raw deal from the state.
"Most people don't pay the kind of taxes I pay," he said. "I earn a lot of money and I pay a lot of taxes."
Well, that's not exactly true.
Records show the Department of Taxation and Finance slapped him with a tax warrant for $477,255 on Jan. 25. Warrants
are issued after taxpayers ignore letters, phone calls and even doorknocks from agency employees instructing them to pay
their bills.
This isn't Dietl's first go-round with the tax man.
Records show he has been dogged by warrants and other debts since the 1990s.
New York State hit him with five tax warrants between 2008 and 2015. One of the tax warrants, filed in July 2014, was
for $481,843. He didn't pay off that levy until March 2016. The other four warrants have also been satisfied.
Dietl points to bureaucratic incompetence for his tax woes - and a "Muslim guy" who worked for the Department of
Taxation and Finance.
The employee had it in for him because he didn't like his appearances on Don Imus' radio show and Fox News, Dietl
claims.
He said the tax warrants stem from a dispute between him and the state over his primary residence between 1996 and
2006.
"They were saying I was a resident of New York City," said Dietl, who claims he actually lived in Long Island at
the time. "This was a whole city tax b-------."
Dietl, who has an Upper East Side apartment and three homes on Long Island, said he spent years in tax court trying to
fight the state on having to pay city income taxes but he eventually settled, agreeing to cough up a fixed amount.
"After seven years in court, it rips your heart out and you just want it to go away," he said.
Dietl said he has started to pay down the outstanding tax warrant, ponying up $150,000 in March and promising the state
to make monthly installments of $25,000.
,/."What I get angry about is I really was not living in New York City," he said. "What p----s me off is the people
who don't pay their taxes."
Dietl was also in a bind with Uncle Sam in the early 1990s and had to hit up pals to help pay off his federal taxes.
"He's probably screwed a lot of friends but not as much as he did me," said Americo Mongiello, a former NYPD cop who
sued Dietl in Westchester Supreme Court in 2014.
Mongiello said he and his twin brother, James, gave Dietl a total of $150,000 in 1992 for a 30% stake in his private
detective agency, Beau Dietl & Associates. Dietl offered them the opportunity because at the time he was unable to pay
his taxes to the Internal Revenue Service, according to Mongiello's lawsuit.
Under the deal, Dietl also promised to pay the brothers $200,000.
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"We never got any profits out of him in two years," said Mongiello, who knew Dietl from working in the same
NYPD precinct in the 1970s.
Mongiello said he had enough of Dietl by 1994 and jumped ship.
"He takes cases impossible to solve," Mongiello said. "He takes retainers up front and then sucks clients dry. And then
comes up with no results."
After the brothers parted ways with him, Dietl paid them $47,500 of the promised $200,000 over a two-year period. But
the brothers said they had to hound him over the next two decades to get additional money from him.
The lawsuit says the Mongiellos decided to sue Dietl when he refused to fork over the remaining money he owed, about
$61,500. Dietl settled the case with the Mongiellos for $25,000 in June 2016.
He told The News that the lawsuit was a bunch of baloney.
"Why didn't they sue me a long f------ time ago?" Dietl asked.
Dietl said that, long before the brothers' lawsuit, he gave them more than $250,000 to pay back their loan. He said he only
settled the lawsuit because he felt sorry for them.
"No good deed goes unpunished, I guess," he said.
Dietl made a name for himself as an NYPD officer in 1981 by tracking down the assailants in the rape of an East Village
nun that horrified the city.
When he retired from the force, he opened a private detective and security firm. His swagger, off-the-cuff talk and knack
for self-promotion made him a local celebrity.
That fame led to bit roles in movies like "Goodfellas." It also led to his 1988 memoir "One Tough Cop." A movie based
on the book came out in 1998.
Over the years, Dietl has dabbled in different businesses. Some tanked, like a cash-strapped New Jersey security company
he bought and failed to turn around. Others have made him a healthy profit.
In 2001, Dietl invested $75,000 to start a Pennsylvania-based vitamin supplement company, N3 Oceanic Inc. Within four
years, he made more than $5 million in profit from the company, court records show. He sold the company about 10 years
ago.
The Queens-raised Dietl said his street smarts and business chops make him the right candidate to take on Mayor de
Blasio in the fall.
While announcing his run last month, Dietl mocked de Blasio's 6-foot-5 frame, referring to him as "Big Bird." (Mongiello
said Dietl is barely 5-feet-8 and "takes all his pictures on his tippy toes.")
Dietl also called de Blasio a "corrupt person" in regard to the now-closed probes into his fundraising. The private eye,
who voted for President Trump, also said he knows how to negotiate with the commander-in-chief over federal funds for
the city.
Dietl is running as an independent and has so far taken in $390,471 in donations for his campaign. His fund-raising lags
well behind that of de Blasio and Republican candidate Paul Massey.
Mongiello thinks voters shouldn't roll the dice on Dietl because he saw firsthand how Beau Dietl & Associates operated.
He said when he worked at the firm, Dietl's gambling took a toll on the firm. Dietl would spend Sundays on his couch
calling in football bets to his bookie, Mongiello recalled.
"He'd bet on anything," Mongiello said. "Probably even two roaches going across the floor."
Dietl told The News he gave up gambling five years ago.
"I never bet on any cockroaches. Football, yeah. Casinos, yeah," he said.
But before he quit being a high-roller, he was making breathtaking bets. Dietl wrote in his memoir about betting thousands
of dollars on a single game.
He also bragged in an ABC News story in 1998 that Trump would send his personal helicopter to fly him to his casino in
Atlantic City.
"I've lost hundreds and hundreds of thousand dollars here in the Taj Mahal," he proudly told ABC.
Dietl also once got hot under his tailor-made shirt's collar when he thought a Las Vegas casino looked into his tax returns.
He sued the Mirage Hotel for $25 million in 2001, accusing two of its high-level employees of bribing an IRS worker to
hand over his 1995, 1996 and 1997 returns. The casino workers wanted the documents to determine his credit line,
according to the federal lawsuit.
A judge eventually dismissed the case.
Mongiello said also he cut ties with Dietl over the memoir.
Dietl liked to send copies of "One Tough Cop" to troops overseas. He also handed out copies to new clients.
When he ran out of books, he ordered up another press run of 10,000 copies. Then he rented a space for $900 a month to
store the books, Mongiello said.
Mongiello said he later learned that Beau Dietl & Associates financed the press run and covered the rent.
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"I was flabbergasted finding out we had to pay for it," he said.
Dietl said he never rented an office. Rather, he said, he sent all 10,000 copies to Desert Storm troops after meeting Gen.
Norman Schwarzkopf.
Over a rapid-fire series of phone calls to The News last week, Dietl repeatedly called the Mongiellos liars.
He said that Americo Mongiello served 18 months in prison after being convicted in 1979 of lying to a grand jury about
a shooting during a drug bust while a police officer.
Mongiello said he served time but maintains his innocence. However, he pointed out that Dietl knew about his past
when they went into business together more than 10 years after his conviction. Moreover, Mongeillo said his twin
doesn't have a criminal record but also despises Dietl.
Either way, Dietl said the brothers didn't deserve the settlement. "I really feel I didn't owe them anything, but I
really felt sorry for them." he said. "I guess I'm guilty of being a nice person."
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The New York Times
May 24, 2017

A New Jersey Township Wielded Its Zoning Rules as a Barrier to Islam
JIM DWYER
This is the chronicle of how a founding principle of this country, the freedom to worship, crashed into a public bureaucracy
in the venerable and prosperous New Jersey suburb of Bernards Township.
There, a brittle layer of shifting regulations sat atop a lava field of private contempt for Muslims on the part of some
public officials who felt free to send email ''jokes'' that President Barack Obama was a Muslim, an illegal immigrant and
a communist.
Most of all, it is a story of a rare phenomenon in American law: unconstitutional parking spots.
More than five years ago, the Islamic Society of Basking Ridge sought permits to build a mosque big enough for 150
people on a four-acre parcel, where zoning permitted houses of worship. Basking Ridge falls within Bernards Township.
This week, there is still no mosque -- but five years of hearings and litigation about the proposal are drawing to
a close. The Township Committee and Planning Board voted Tuesday night to settle lawsuits brought by the Department
of Justice and the Islamic Society. Details of the settlement were not announced, but it will include the building permit
long denied to the organization.
A federal judge ruled in December that the township and its officials had openly violated the Muslims' rights.
''Defendants' express discrimination on the basis of religion warrants the highest protection of the Free Exercise Clause,''
Judge Michael A. Shipp of Federal District Court wrote in a 57-page decision that cited a federal anti-discrimination
statute and the vague standards in the township's law.
At issue was an official demand that the mosque provide 107 parking spots for its 150 worshipers, instead of the ratio of
one spot for every three users required of the township's churches, synagogues, restaurants and auditoriums.
The Planning Board's parking requirement for the mosque set off an avalanche: If the Islamic Society were to devote as
much of its land to parking as the board demanded, it would not be able to comply with mandates for drainage and lighting.
During a hearing at the federal court in Trenton, a lawyer for the township, Howard Mankoff, said that the Planning
Board applied different standards to the proposed mosque.
''Are both synagogues and mosques considered churches under the definitions that the township operates under?'' Judge
Shipp asked.
Mr. Mankoff: ''No.''
Judge Shipp: ''Is a mosque considered a church?''
Mr. Mankoff: ''No.''
Judge Shipp: ''So it is different?''
Mr. Mankoff: ''Yes, your Honor.''
How so, the judge wanted to know. Mr. Mankoff said that mosques were busy on Friday evenings, rather than on
Sundays.
Judge Shipp probed the implications of that answer.
''Is the board, in essence, adopting a policy that expressly applies different standards based on religion?'' he asked.
''It's not based on religion,'' Mr. Mankoff said. ''It's based simply on the parking needs of the applicants.''
The judge did not accept that. ''Counsel, you just stood there and told me that when you look at a mosque, you're looking
at a Friday worship,'' Judge Shipp said. ''When you look at Christian churches, you're looking at a weekend worship.''
A lawyer for the Islamic Society, Adeel A. Mangi of Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler, pointed out that the township's
synagogues did not have the same severe parking requirements. ''They pray on a Friday, too,'' Mr. Mangi said.
Over nearly four years, the proposed mosque was the subject of 39 hearings. Beneath the technical land-use discussions
in public, a sulfurous tone was captured in emails that the Justice Department uncovered.
''As a religion, Islam owes its size and influence to a tradition from Day 1 of forced conversions through violent
means,'' wrote John Malay, who served on both the Planning Board and the Township Committee. Members of the
two bodies discussed ways to exclude the president of the Islamic Society, Mohammad Ali Chaudry, a former mayor of
the township, from a Sept. 11 commemoration. John Carpenter, a member of the Township Committee, wrote of President
Obama: ''Man child. The product of fools, raised by idiots and coddled by affirmative action. Behold the beast.''
None of these materials were part of Judge Shipp's decision, which was based entirely on the filings made by the
township itself.
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Michael Turner, a spokesman for the township, said that many people served their township without compensation. They
have the power and responsibility to shape the place where they live. In the case of Bernards Township, Judge Shipp
found, it was too much.
''The Parking Ordinance unambiguously provides the Planning Board with unbridled and unconstitutional discretion,''
he wrote.
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NPR All Things Considered
May 24, 2017

British Authorities Continue Investigation Into Manchester Arena Bombing
Police in Manchester are broadening their investigation into what they now believe was a network that planned and
carried out Monday's suicide bombing at a concert. Police raided several addresses in the city and arrested at least four
more suspects. Reuters and The Associated Press report today that the suicide bomber's father and younger brother were
arrested in Libya.
NPR's Soraya Sarhaddi Nelson is in Manchester and reports that heavily armed police have been combing the downtown
area where the mood is especially tense.
Security forces descended upon a red brick building behind the University of Manchester and used what police called a
controlled explosion to enter one of the apartments. Neighbor Adam Prince lives in the building and returned after walking
his dogs to find police surrounding it.
I wanted to get away from all the stress. So you come back, and it's on your doorstep. And there's sort of ash and the sort
of smell of smoke in the area. There's about eight officers sitting up there.
At a news conference, Greater Manchester Police Chief Ian Hopkins provided few details about the raid and three
additional arrests today in southern Manchester, which is where the suicide attacker is from. The fear is that one or more
accomplices who know how to build bombs are still at large.
(SOUNDBITE OF ARCHIVED RECORDING)
I think it's very clear that this is a network that we are investigating. It continues at a pace. There's extensive investigations
going on and activity taking place across Greater Manchester as we speak.
His agency tweeted later that police arrested another man west of the city who was carrying a suspicious package. Fawzi
Haffar, who is a trustee at the Manchester Islamic Center, complained of a backlash against Muslims in and
around the city, which he called hate crimes.
(SOUNDBITE OF ARCHIVED RECORDING)
These are terrible anti-Muslim acts ranging from verbal abuse to acts of criminal damage to mosques in the area
and outside the area.
As police search for more suspects, forensic experts pressed on with the task of victim identification made more difficult
by the intensity of the blast and number of bodies. Officials confirmed that an off-duty police officer was among those
killed, and Chief Hopkins says his department has spoken to the immediate families of all the victims.
(SOUNDBITE OF ARCHIVED RECORDING)
The home office post-mortems are likely to take four to five days. After this, we will be in a position to formally name
the victims in line with guidance from the coroner.
Many relatives, friends and others took to the airwaves and social media to pay tribute to the dead and wounded. Two
victims were teenagers who hail from the small Scottish island of Barra and were missing after the attack. The parents of
15-year-old Laura MacIntyre later found her at a hospital with critical burn injuries. Her year-younger friend Eilidh
MacLeod is still listed as missing. Their families are friends of Scottish parliamentarian Angus MacNeil. He says the last
time he spoke to the missing girl's mother, she and the father were frantically searching all of the hospitals.
Obviously it's a very tough time for them. There was no official news on Eilidh at all. She - Eilidh doesn't appear to be
in hospital. So given the length of time that's passed, we're obviously very worried and concerned as to what that might
mean.
He added everyone on the island continues to hope that somehow the young girl survived. Soraya Sarhaddi Nelson, NPR
News, Manchester.
And the attack happened just as an Ariana Grande concert was ending. The pop singer has millions of young fans around
the world, which is why so many of those killed and injured were teenagers and children. Today, Grande's managers
announced that her tour would be suspended through June 5. She'd been scheduled to play London's O2 Arena tomorrow
and Friday before going on to several other European cities.

Page | 145

Vallejo Times-Herald (California)
May 24, 2017

Lewd, racist details emerge about student's 'terror' video
Angela Ruggiero
DANVILLE >> A high school student who won his race for student body president after showing an inflammatory
video depicting teens as armed "Muslim terrorists" will be able to keep the position after challenging the San Ramon
Valley Unified School District in court.
The video, which the teen posted on his Twitter account in February, appeared to be a joke gone bad. When school
officials later attempted to yank away the win, the student sought legal action.
The district backed off after the 17-year-old student claimed his free speech rights were being violated. This news
organization has removed his name from this article because his attorney says he has been threatened with violence.
Without offering details, the school district said Monday the matter has been resolved. But the district's legal response
offers disturbing details of the incident that created a public outcry at the district, which has been rocked this year by
several racist incidents.
According to court documents, there is extensive imagery of students using fake firearms - and the video briefly shows
what appears to be a real firearm - ostensibly to assault, rob and kill each other. The video also suggests a student engaged
in a sexual act when armed "terrorists" abduct him from his bedroom, according to a court document.
In the video, the "abductors" shove used tissues into the boy's face while another begins slapping his naked stomach,
according to a court document. Another scene portrays the "terrorists" torturing him.
"The video makes repeated racist and insensitive references to Middle Eastern people, stereotyping them based
on their dress, accents and language, names, manner of praying and religious dietary restrictions," the document
states.
The school district attorneys contend the district was justified in preventing the teen from participating in extracurricular
activities - in this case, the leadership role as student body president.
The teen said in his petition that the video was meant to be a parody of action movies, and contained no obscene, libelous
or slanderous conduct.
Karen Pearce, a parent of another student at the high school, described the video in public Facebook posts as
offensive against Muslims.
Spojmie Nasiri, president of the Council on American Islamic Relations in the Bay Area, said allowing a student body
representative to do such a thing heightens Islamophobia
"To allow these kind of incidents to just play out so innocently cannot be tolerated," she said. "If nothing more, the school
district should take precautions to educate the student population how Muslims are a part of the fabric of this country."
District officials refused to provide details of the incident, citing student privacy.
"Schools are in the difficult position of balancing student free speech rights with the need to foster an educational
environment and assure that participants in student government elections learn the lessons that leadership is designed to
teach," Superintendent Rick Schmitt said in a statement.
The school district was the subject of controversy earlier this school year after reports of racist graffiti in the bathrooms
at California High in San Ramon and Monte Vista High in Danville.
After the incidents, the district invited civil rights activist Terrence Roberts to speak at Monte Vista High in March. Earlier
this month, a panel discussion was held in Danville to address topics such as anti-bullying and bigotry.
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'We're just as normal as everybody else'; Despite rise in discrimination, Islamic
community sees surge of support
Tom Skelley
Sunlight streams through the stained glass at the Colorado Muslim Society's mosque on Parker Road in southeast Denver
on a warm May morning as Imam Shafi Abdulaziz addresses a field trip of seventh-graders from Mountain Ridge Middle
School.
He explains aspects of the Islamic faith -- the names of the five daily prayers, why shoes aren't allowed in the mosque,
the reason some Muslim women wear head coverings.
As he concludes, he tells the Highlands Ranch students that Islam is a religion of peace.
Then he bids them farewell.
"I pray for the healing of America," he says. "I love you all."
'Fear of the unknown'
The field trip is part of the mosque's outreach programs to educate communities about what Islam is -- and what it isn't.
Iman Jodeh, the mosque's spokeswoman who coordinates the programs, jokingly calls the presentations "Islam 101."
"I dispel a lot of myths," she said. "I keep it simple but educate people."
Misconceptions about Islam, such as the subjugation of women and desire for a holy war with people of other faiths, are
constant topics for Jodeh.
"Those views are nowhere in the religion," she says, adding that reports of terrorism in the news amplify fear of the
Islamic community.
That fear has led to a rise in anti-Islamic sentimentand hate crimes against Muslims across the United States and
in the metro Denver community, law enforcement officials and community leaders say.
In the metro area, mosques are receiving threatening phone calls. Members report their children being asked if
they carry bombs to school in their backpacks. In February, someone threw a rock through a window at the
Colorado Muslim Society mosque. The center recently began self-defense classes for female members.
After the Orlando nightclub shooting last June, a gang of bikers rode its motorcycles from a local bar to the parking
lot of the Metro North Denver Islamic Center in Northglenn, revving engines and yelling slurs, according to Imam
ShemsAdeen Ben-Masaud.
Some of the men flipped their middle fingers at security cameras. Women in the group flashed their breasts.
A few months ago, a self-appointed "neighborhood watch" group came to the center. They were invited inside
and given tea and cookies, only to leave and make misleading, hateful Facebook posts.
"There's a lot of fear of the Islamic faith," said Ben-Masaud, a native Coloradan born and raised in Aurora. "A lot of
it comes from fear of the unknown."
A noticeable uptick
Local officials and community leaders blame much of the increase in anti-Islamic sentiment and incidents on
Donald Trump's presidential campaign rhetoric that broadly painted Muslims as violent extremists. Federal courts
in Washington state and Hawaii are weighing the constitutionality of his controversial travel ban, an executive order that
would bar citizens from six predominantly Muslim countries from entering the U.S.
Data backs up what Jodeh and others in the Islamic community are feeling, said Robert Troyer, acting U.S. Attorney for
the District of Colorado.
"There has been an uptick (of hate crimes against Muslims) since Nov. 8," said Troyer, who took the call from BenMasaud reporting the bikers' harassment. "To say there was a noticeable uptick after the election is factual."
Data from the FBI showed a 67 percent increase in hate crimes against Muslims in the United States in 2015, the
latest year statistics are available. A total of 257 incidents were called in to police -- more may have gone
unreported.
The top two concerns that Troyer responds to from Muslims in the metro area focus on immigration and travel. Third
and fourth are reports of Muslim children being bullied at school and acts of vandalism and intimidation against local
mosques.
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Another area mosque, the Mile High Islamic Center in northwest Denver, was recently spray-painted. Community
president Nihad Poljakovic believes it was "probably young kids who didn't know what to do with their time."
But he and most of the mosque's members know fear too well to forget it.
They came to the U.S. in the 1990s to escape the Bosnian genocide. After Bosnia-Herzegovina declared independence
from Yugoslavia in 1992, Bosnian Serb forces persecuted and killed some 80,000 Bosnian Muslims.
Rhetoric that labels Muslims as terrorists and enemies causes painful memories and a nagging anxiety for the
Denver refugees.
"When someone even remotely points toward that direction, we get scared," Poljakovic said. "Every one of us is in a
defensive position."
Troyer's department, a subdivision of the United States Department of Justice, works to build trust with the Islamic
community. He wants members to know that if they call him -- or the police -- help will come.
"Criminal predators ... think the cops aren't paying attention," he said. "When a cop does show up (to investigate
complaints) that can change the conduct."
Embracing the situation
Despite rising hate crime rates and heightened anxiety, Ben-Masaud, Poljakovic and Jodeh all look past current trends to
envision a more inclusive future. They are grateful they live in Colorado, with its accepting and diverse population.
Bulletin boards in each of their mosques are covered with letters of support. At Mile High, neighbors have sent flowers
and called with supportive messages.
In February, the "Protect Our Muslim Neighbors" rally took place in Denver's Civic Center park, and thousands of
Coloradans of all faiths stood in solidarity. Jodeh, Poljakovic and Ben-Masaud were there, too.
"The fact that the majority were non-Muslims, to me, speaks volumes," Jodeh said.
For Ben-Masaud, the event reinforced his belief that times like these are a test for those who want to see a world united
in peace. He is inspired to reach out to more people, even those who may resist him, to free people -- including fellow
Muslims -- from their echo chambers.
"I believe this was meant to be," he said. "It's a responsibility on us, and a test to see what we're going to do. We can turn
our backs ... or we can embrace the situation that we're in and work together."
After the incident with the rock at Jodeh's mosque, the Young Democrats of Arapahoe County raised more than $3,500
for repairs. More than 1,000 people showed up to form a "circle of peace" around the mosque during Friday prayers that
week.
Attendance at educational and cooking classes at the center has doubled from last year. School field trips, like the one
from Mountain Ridge Middle School, continue to book reservations.
Jodeh invites anyone who wants to understand Islam to simply ask.
"I will come to your church, I will come to your dinner party," she said. "There are no stupid questions -- I've heard it
all."
A recent interaction gives Poljakovic hope.
He and other local Islamic leaders had been renting an event center for meetings for months. A member of a cleaning
crew, no stranger to them at that point, approached Poljakovic after overhearing attendants saying "assalamualaikum,"
the standard Muslim greeting for "peace be upon you."
"Where are you guys from?" he asked.
When Poljakovic told him they were Muslim, the man was shocked.
"You are just normal people," he said to them, puzzled. And relieved.
Poljakovic smiled.
"I said, 'Just give us a chance. We'll show you that we're just as normal as everybody else.'"
What do Muslims believe?
The Islamic faith goes back to the seventh century A.D., founded on the belief in the oneness of God, or Allah. They
revere the Prophet Mohammed as the final of God's prophets and follow teachings written in the Islamic holy text, the
Quran.
There are five core principles, or "Pillars," of the Islamic faith laid out in the Quran. Paraphrased, they are:
1. Belief in one true God or "Allah"
2. Establishment of five daily prayers
3. Concern for and giving charity to the needy
4. Self-purification through fasting
5. The pilgrimage, or "hajj," to Mecca for those who are able
Basic Islamic beliefs and terms frequently mentioned, and sometimes misinterpreted, include:
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* Jihad: Iman Jodeh, spokeswoman for the Colorado Muslim Society, said the term "jihad," which translates directly as
"struggle," is widely misconstrued to mean "holy war." She describes jihad as a personal struggle to be the best one can
be.
"Everyone has a jihad," Jodeh said. "It means being a good person, being a good Muslim, being a good neighbor ... My
jihad is to make sure people really understand what it means to be a Muslim."
* Women's rights: Both Jodeh and Imam ShemsAdeen Ben-Masaud agreed that Islam teaches that God created men and
women equally, and they should be treated accordingly. Jodeh said extremist sects that don't allow women to drive or
vote are perverting true beliefs to suit their politics.
"That's where culture has trumped the religion," she said. "In the eyes of God, women are created equal to men."
* Hijab: The term can refer to the head coverings many Muslim women wear to observe the principle of modesty, or to
the principle itself. Men are also commanded to avert their glances at women's bodies. Devout Muslim women wear the
hijab in front of men not in their immediate family, but are not required to wear them around their brothers, fathers,
husbands, children or each other.
Muslim women, Jodeh included, do not always wear the hijab in public.
"It's a personal choice," Ben-Masaud said. "It's an act of devotion, everybody's in different levels."
* Jesus: Islam teaches that Jesus was the son of Mary in a virgin birth, and that he performed miracles like raising people
from the dead and healing the sick. Muslims, like Jews, revere Jesus as a prophet, just as they do Moses, Abraham and
other prophets esteemed in Christianity, but do not worship Jesus as the son of God.
* Shariah law: Though it includes a framework for societal constructs, Shariah is a societal and personal understanding,
not a penal code. Shariah dictates Muslims abide by the laws of whichever country they live in, therefore American
Muslims are bound to abide by the Constitution.
Emad Mohammad, who has a doctorate in religion from Exeter University in the United Kingdom, said many associate
Shariah with violence and oppression because extremists subvert Islam to suit their political agendas.
"There's no country in the world that applies Islamic law properly," he said. "Saudi Arabia and Iran claim to be Islamic
governments but no one believes that."Videos of stonings and other atrocities are spread on YouTube and by the media,
Mohammad said, perpetuating misconceptions about what Shariah law actually says.
"Imagine someone from outside the U.S. watching the 'Jerry Springer Show' to learn about American culture,"
Mohammad said. "If that's all they see, they'll think it's a barbaric culture."
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Redmond Reporter (Washington)
May 19, 2017

'It affects our children, it affects our generation': Local Muslims grapple with
national increase in hate crimes
Aaron Kunkler

The past year has been a tense one for Muslims in America, both nationally and locally.
A report released on May 9 by the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) said the organization had
documented a nearly 600 percent increase in hate crimes targeting Muslims between 2014 and 2016.
Incidents of hate crimes reported to CAIR jumped from 24 in 2014 to 180 the following year and 281 in 2016, according
to the report.
Locally, Ali Baig and Mizan Rashid, president and trustee, respectively, of the Islamic Center of Redmond, said
a stronger anti-Muslim sentiment has been noted.
"Definitely the perception has changed towards the negative side," Baig said.
This has affected how their mosque operates, from possible changes to the hours, to increasing security and even altering
their prayer routine.
During the morning and afternoon prayers, where participants face toward Mecca, some members of the mosque now
pray in turn so there are always people watching the opposite way.
Rashid has worked with the mosque for more than 20 years and said he has seen a marked increase in harassment in
recent years, especially directed toward Muslims who wear traditional dress.
"It affects our children, it affects our generation," Rashid said.
This comes at a time when the CAIR report also noted an unusual increase in FBI interviews aimed at Muslims
in America on the weekend of Nov. 5 prior to the presidential election. Incidents of harassment or questioning by
FBI agents more than doubled between 2014 and 2016, reaching 334 reported incidents last year.
Regarding hate crimes, Arsalan Bukhari, executive director of the Washington state CAIR branch, said while numbers
are higher nationwide, 2015 saw the highest number of reported hate crimes in the state.
Bukhari attributes this largely to negative media coverage of Muslims between 2007 and 2013. The cumulative effect of
this portrayal in news and entertainment media played heavily into the surge in violence, he said.
"That tells us why we're seeing record numbers of hate crimes back in 2015," he said.
Other manifestations of bigotry toward Muslims were shown in instances like the vandalism of the Redmond
Muslim Association of Puget Sound (MAPS) mosque sign twice last year, and other less high-profile aggression
like taunting, especially against school children.
The annual Civil Rights Report was started as the successor to a report published by CAIR between 1995 and 2009. The
organization documents incidents where Muslims reach out to the organization with a complaint.
Employees then investigate and review materials provided and conduct extensive interviews to see if the instance contains
enough information to determine if a case was based on religious or ethnic bias.
The report also acknowledges that it is only a snapshot of the experiences of Muslim Americans, many of whom, the
report said, have become desensitized to harassment and do not report to either community institutions or law
enforcement.
Bukhari said this is reflected locally as well, with around one quarter of all the reports they end up filing coming initially
from news reports, which CAIR follows up on.
"That tells us a lot more is happening out there than what we hear about," he said.
While hate crimes have seen a staggering jump in reported instances, harassment defined as non-violent bias
incidents, was the most frequently reported, accounting for 18 percent of the total. This was followed by FBI
incidents at 15 percent, complaints about employment issues ranging from denial of work or being passed over for
promotions at 13 percent.
Hate crimes followed this at 12 percent of all reported instances, the report said.
Since 2014, it has seemingly become less common in the U.S. to harass Muslims at work, with the number of workplace
reports dropping.
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However, incidents as a whole have become more racist as the report noted the most prevalent trigger of anti-Muslim
bias was based on the victim's ethnicity, accounting for 35 percent of all cases reported to CAIR.
The reasons for the increases, the report said, likely stem from bigoted political rhetoric in the 2016 political election and
into the current climate as well as ingrained negative views of Muslims in America.
The report specifically said President Donald Trump's speech, including statements like "Islam hates us" and
threats to implement a Muslim database and special identification cards contributed to the increase in hate. A list
of other politicians around the country who used divisive rhetoric was also provided in the report.
"If tolerance is not there, it reflects in the local societies," Rashid said.
In one striking instance, following Trump's election last November, around 30 mosques across the U.S. were sent
letters saying the then president-elect would "cleanse America and make it shine" before threatening genocide
against Muslims.
"This is a great time for patriotic Americans," the letter read.
The report also noted biased incidents in other areas of American life, including in schools and colleges.
As a whole, CAIR said they try to focus on implementing regulatory and legislative remedies as well as pushing federal
and local agencies to investigate problems when they are reported. The organization also engages in civil litigation at
times.
Bukhari said another way people can get involved is by speaking out.
"Everyday people have the ability to talk to their friends and family, write letters to the editor, speak at their church and
synagogue," he said. "And that can go a long way to turning the tide that we're seeing."
On the local level, Rashid said the Islamic Center is looking for ways to continue to be involved in the community and
share their stories.
Rashid and Baig both said the interfaith community has rallied around Muslims recently and their bonds have become
stronger.
"Interfaith dialogue has increased, which we long for anyway," Baig said.
Other ways the mosque is trying to build bridges is through community involvement, giving examples of outreach they
participate in like making sandwiches for homeless shelters, partially funding lunches at area schools and sending farming
supplies to impoverished countries abroad.
"We need to reach out to the wider community and also engaging the community," Rashid said.
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The Scarlet and Black: Grinnell College
April 14, 2017

Khurram Hussain discusses Muslim identity
Saiham Sharif
Khurram Hussein spoke about Muslim identity in the post-9/11 world. Photo by Sofia Mendez.
Khurram Hussein, a professor of religious studies at Lehigh University, came to Grinnell on April 11 to deliver a lecture
entitled called "Can the Muslim Speak?" He proposed that discussion of Muslim identity should not be restricted, moving
from one end of the simplistic 'good/bad' dichotomy to the other. Hussein discussed the fact that Muslims and other
marginalized groups are shoehorned into existing under one identity, but he worked throughout the talk to discuss this in
a way audiences could understand.
Hussein's universal reach was evident before he began his speech. Caleb Elfenbein, religious studies, who specializes in
Islam and Middle Eastern History, introduced Hussein. Elfenbein shared an anecdote from when he and Hussein met long
before the talk. It was at an academic conference and they read each other's research. Elfenbein, after reading Hussein's
paper, shared that he felt as though "[he] had written to me." Hussein humorously injected, "Not really." One could find
this type of sarcastic humor permeating his speech as well.
Hussein began his lecture with a purposely inflammatory statement. "In the immediate aftermath of the events of 9/11
Muslims everywhere were possessed by a strange jubilation."
He went on to discuss various Muslim groups who supported the attacks and opposed American values - he said that
Muslims in Beirut and East Jerusalem rejoiced at the events of 9/11.
Given his sarcastic sense of humor and the conspicuous absurdity of the statement - surely, few Muslims could
take pleasure in terrorist attacks - it seemed as though Hussein was building towards a sarcastic joke.
Instead of delivering the punchline, he asked a sobering question "Was Islam hijacked by extremists or were Muslims
themselves in the grip of an evil ideology?"
To the chagrin of the audience, he continued to share negative portrayals of Islam, reading a passage from the
popular novel "The Reluctant Fundamentalist," in which the main character, a young Muslim man, becomes
disillusioned with America and surprisingly finds himself taking pleasure in the events of 9/11. All of this suggested
a defense for negative views of Islam.
Yet he immediately countered his previous case defending negative views of Islam by quoting an unlikely figure, George
Bush. He quoted a line from the speech Bush gave immediately after 9/11, that "Islam is a religion of peace."
As Hussein brings up, Bush in this speech upholds that Muslims are Americans. Their coexistence is not a contradiction,
although many today would argue otherwise.
"Empathy comes with a price," he said.
Hussein went on to talk about the kind of empathy that unconditionally demands believing in the good of the group.
"[Muslims] must profess [their] professed peace."
At the crux of his speech, Hussein brought together common dialogue surrounding Muslim identity, including the loaded
phrases "religion of peace" and "religion of violence." Hussein himself took the word "peace" to task. As a Muslim, he
shared that he disliked the idea of Islam being called a "religion of peace." He borrowed from Gandhi, who persistently
affirmed that he was not a "man of peace," but rather a "man of action."
By presenting popular portrayals that force Muslims to exist in a space where they are either good or bad, Hussein
elucidated the constraints placed on Muslim identity. At the end of his speech, he asked the audience to avoid the
"either/or" dichotomy. His speech, constructed to dissuade the audience from siding with either end of this spectrum,
provides an outline for engaging with others in a way that will elevate discussions of Muslim identity.
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FLORIDA TODAY
April 10, 2017

'Pro-Islam' textbook stirs debate in Brevard - again
Caroline Glenn
Chris Hanson: ACT discriminates against other religions. That is a violation of the First Amendment of the U.S.
Constitution.
David Patton: America is filled with feelings-driven, subjective humanists that hate God Almighty, Jesus Christ and His
Bible. Appeasers that believe they occupy a moral high ground. They call evil good, and good evil. Do not be surprised
when your fantasy world view is turned upside down.
Dan Thompson: So one book of fairy tales conflicts with another book of fairy tales. Awesome.
Eva Lorens: Teaching history is a great responsibility to the truth and presenting honest facts, not (a) politically correct
viewpoint. Changing history books to accommodate Muslims is a creeping Sharia. Ban Sharia and insist on our
Constitution. Teach the truth.
Kenneth Lynch: The real issue is that no religion should be taught in schools except the fact that they exist and maybe
when they came about. Schools are part of the state, which by the Constitution cannot promote any religion. Either provide
an informational introduction to all of them or leave them all out.
Video: Falcon 9 first stage arrives
at Port Canaveral
(FLORIDA TODAY, April 3)
Robert McCarthy: This is wonderful; it certainly belongs back at NASA for research and recycling. It does not belong at
the bottom of the ocean.
Margot Desrosiers: I think this stage of Falcon 9 should be salvaged and kept on main stage in a space museum
somewhere. How many times do you guys think it can be relaunched?
Debra Masselink: Very cool. Wish I was at the Port, having breakfast and watching this go by.
Linda Hose Thompson: Truly amazing. Love that the Space Coast is up and running once again.
Child's death brings tears, questions
in Palm Bay
(By Caroline Glenn, April 6)
Daniel Anderson: The simple answer: more school buses. Instead of just saying you're less than two miles, you can walk,
consider traffic between the school and the neighborhoods. Kids shouldn't be asked to cross busy intersections to get to
school. ... We moved here recently from Texas (near Houston) and the rule was 1 mile there, which is much better. I never
saw or heard of accidents like this in a metro area of 5.6 million people. ... Now we live just under 2 miles from school
so we have to drive our son every day. There is no way I'd let him walk that far.
Barbara McDonald: Every day I see accidents or almost accidents. I have never lived in an area that has so many accidents
as this area does. The police need to step up and enforce the laws. Too many times I've seen police ignore blatant traffic
violations (people running red lights, driving through stop signs, failing to yield, speeding and don't get me started on the
motorcyclists here) ... all with a police car right there, and the police do nothing but continue on their merry way. We
should be protecting our children. We need more crossing guards and a lot more police enforcement of traffic violations
and protection of kids going to and from school.
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Kevin Lester: I do land surveying in Palm Bay, and I have to set up my tripod in the roadway from time to time each day.
I see people driving in all kinds of ridiculous ways, speeding, texting, drinking, etc. I see close calls with pedestrians and
children every day.
Jacque Forsythe: I pray for his family. Wake up people. This is no one's fault but our own. We need to be more vigilant
around places where kids are. We need more sidewalks and pedestrian crossing lights. So, so, so sad. I cannot imagine
losing my child. Prayers sent for comfort and healing.
Kellee Michelle Renzi: People driving need to pay attention - stay off your cell phones; don't answer texts or answer
phones. Pay attention when you're driving. This is not your personal speedway. Cops need to do their job: If you see some
one speeding, give them the tickets. You see someone on the phone, give him a ticket. When you see kids on bikes going
to school, slow down and save a life. Don't be ignorant.
Dave Severn: We need automobile drivers who pay attention and police to ticket inattentive drivers or drivers who don't
allow the "3 feet of space" that the law proclaims between bicycle riders and automobiles.
TooJay's closes at Melbourne Square Mall
(By Wayne Price, April 3)
Nicolas Tomboulides: It was stupid to locate in a far-off corner of a shopping mall. Delis are typically great for the
business lunch crowd but few businesspeople have time to traverse a mall for lunch. I've seen some TooJay's in downtown
locations that really thrive.
Dina Doliana Marks: I liked it, but bad location. Mall traffic is crazy. Too many other delis to go to. They should have
offered more delivery services. They only delivered for a large party. You'll get killed in Melbourne if you're not willing
to deliver. Said it a million times.
Robert McCarthy: A sign of the times; malls are dying. Why bother when you can get it online and free delivery? Not
going to make a trip to the mall for a deli when there is one around the corner.
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The Salt Lake Tribune
April 10, 2017

Unfettered online hate speech fuels Islamophobia in China
Gerry Shih The Associated Press

Hefei, China The flood of angry anti-Muslim rhetoric on social media was the first sign of how fiercely the
suburban middle-class homeowners in this central China city opposed a planned mosque in their neighborhood.
It quickly escalated into something more sinister.
Soon a pig's head was buried in the ground at the future Nangang mosque, the culmination of a rally in which
dozens of residents hoisted banners and circled the planned building site. Then the mosque's imam received a text
message carrying a death threat: "In case someone in your family dies, I have a coffin for you -- and more than
one, if necessary."
"How did things get stirred up to this point?" the imam, Tao Yingsheng, said in a recent interview. "Who had even heard
of the Nangang mosque before?"
On the dusty plains of the Chinese heartland, a bitter fight over a mosque exemplifies how a surge in anti-Muslim
sentiment online is spreading into communities across China, exacerbating simmering ethnic and religious tensions that
have in the past erupted in bloodshed. It's also posing a dilemma for the ruling Communist Party, which has allowed
Islamophobia to fester online for years as part of its campaign to justify security crackdowns in its restive region of
Xinjiang.
"It's let the genie out of the bottle," said James Leibold, a professor at La Trobe University in Australia who has tracked
the growth of anti-Muslim hate speech on China's internet.
Interviews with residents and an examination of social media show how a few disparate online complaints by local
homeowners evolved into a concerted campaign to spread hate. Key to it was an unexpected yet influential backer: a
Chinese propaganda official, 2,500 kilometers (1,500 miles) away in Xinjiang, whose inflammatory social media posts
helped draw people into the streets on New Year's Day, resulting in a police crackdown.
-----A stone inscription outside its gate shows the original Nangang mosque was established in the 1780s by members of the
Hui minority, the descendants of Silk Road traders who settled across China centuries ago. In its present form, the mosque
has served the area's 4,500 Hui for decades, its domed silhouette partially hidden by overgrown shrubs in the countryside
beyond Hefei's last paved boulevards.
Over the past 10 years urbanization has come to Hefei, with sprawling development reconfiguring the landscape and its
demographic flavor, and Hui leaders had been pushing for years to relocate their mosque to a more convenient urban
location.
City planners in November finally selected a site adjacent to the newly built Hangkong New City condominiums, with its
$200,000 two-bedroom units, faux-Mediterranean stylings and a Volvo dealership across the street. The project's
homeowners overwhelmingly members of China's ethnic Han majority began complaining on China's popular microblog,
Weibo.
Some complained the mosque would occupy space promised for a park. Others warned that safety in the area would be
compromised.
Others were more blunt: Han residents were uncomfortable that a center for Hui community life would be less than 100
meters (300 feet) from their building, a homeowner who later identified himself in messages to the AP by his surname,
Cheng, wrote in a petition posted in December.
"And the less said about what happens on Eid al-Adha, the better," Cheng wrote, referring to the Islamic holiday in which
animals are slaughtered for a sacrificial feast. "It's absolutely shocking."
The story soon caught the attention of Cui Zijian, a boyish-looking propaganda official in Xinjiang who writes about the
threat of religious extremism on his Weibo account with nearly 30,000 followers.
On Dec. 16, Cui suggested homeowners lobby local officials to block the construction, adding: "If that doesn't work, then
how about pig head, pig blood."
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Cui followed that a few hours later with another post repeating the four Chinese characters for pig blood and pig head
over and over, attracting hundreds of reposts. While Cui was criticized by some on Weibo, a larger number -- including
at least one other government propaganda official -- took his post as their cue to hurl abuse at the Hui.
-----The mosque dispute was just the latest flashpoint for an increasingly active anti-Muslim social media movement in China.
A video of a Hui girl reciting the Quran in Arabic sparked outrage last May over so-called terrorist infiltration of Chinese
schools, prompting officials to announce a "strict ban" on religion on campuses. Online activists derailed a Hui official's
effort to regulate the halal food industry, arguing that religion was creeping into the officially atheistic Chinese state.
Han Chinese, who make up 95 percent of the population, have long grumbled about the dozens of China's officially
recognized minority groups receiving advantages on the hyper-competitive college entrance exams or exemptions from
family-size limits, but online abuse has increasingly targeted Muslims.
The rise in Islamophobia comes as Chinese have been buffeted by news of militant attacks in Europe, while at home,
violence in Xinjiang and elsewhere has been blamed on Muslim separatists. Beijing has responded to the bloody, yearslong insurgency from Muslim Uighur minorities in Xinjiang with further restrictions on Islamic expression, a move rights
groups warn could potentially radicalize moderate Muslims. Such policies have also drawn vows of retaliation from the
Islamic State and al-Qaeda.
Ethnic hostility can only deepen, scholars say, when the government stops discussion of the plight of Muslims or ethnic
policies while allowing anti-Muslim rhetoric and hate speech to go unchecked. In 2014, Uighur scholar Ilham Tohti, who
had founded a website to host debates about ethnic tensions in Xinjiang, was sentenced to life in prison on separatism
charges.
Government censors go after descriptions of abuses against Muslims, but "it doesn't take long whatsoever to find
incredibly Islamophobic things that seem to be not censored at all," said William Nee, China researcher at Amnesty
International, which has appealed for Tohti's release.
Political observers say the recent rise of a faction within the Communist Party advocating for a hard-line approach on
religious affairs has coincided with the rise of government-linked commentators who openly warn about the danger of
Islam.
"Interest groups have actively promoted Islamophobia in interior regions in order to create a nationwide environment that
justifies Xinjiang's anti-terrorism campaign," said Ma Haiyun, a history professor specializing in China's Muslims at
Frostburg State University in Maryland. "There's an Islamophobic movement that aims at creating chaos and even
conflicts at the local level."
After briefly moderating his remarks about the Nangang mosque, the propaganda official, Cui, renewed his criticism in
February with an essay arguing that his professional and patriotic duty was to resist extremism. His online speech about
Muslims was part of the job, he said.
"For that, we're labeled Muslim-smearers," wrote Cui, who did not respond to repeated requests for comment. "But it is
those who instigate a fear of Islam, precisely the terrorists and the extremists, who are the ones smearing Muslims."
Reached in March, an official at the propaganda department where he worked refused to comment on Cui's involvement
in the controversy. But Cui now appears to be even better positioned to influence discourse: The official said Cui was
transferred in February to work in the cyberspace administration, the agency in charge of censoring online speech.
-----Tao, the 50-year old imam, recalled the day in December when he heard his mosque was suddenly the subject of thousands
of posts and hundreds of comments on Weibo, a service he barely used. He soon found himself soothing local Hui who
approached him, shaken by what they were seeing online.
"They said people were planning to hang a pig's head outside our mosque. I said, 'Then we'll remove it.' They said people
will bury a pig's head in the ground. I said 'Why can't we just dig it up?'" Tao said.
After protesters followed through with the threat at the New Year's Day demonstration, police detained two protest leaders
for two weeks and summoned others for questioning, according to residents. Since then Han indignation has gave way to
quiet seething.
"People have been scared into silence," said Cheng, the Han tea seller.
During a recent visit to Hangkong New City, homeowners repeated the government's mantra that ethnic unity was
important, but complained that officials sacrificed their interests to appease a minority.
"If 99 percent of our compound is Han, it doesn't seem appropriate that they put a mosque next door," said a middle-aged
woman who said her surname was Han.
Ma Jianhua, a Nangang district planning official, told the AP that construction will proceed after his office "appropriately
handled" homeowners' petitions, but declined to elaborate.
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The mosque dispute has left the city's Hui community on the defensive, with many eager to emphasize their desire to
peacefully coexist with their Han neighbors as well as their confidence in the government's handling of the situation.
At a ranch past the undulating rapeseed field that separates the condos from rubble-strewn Huimin Lu -- Hui People's
Road -- workers at what is one of the few Hui businesses that hasn't been demolished to make way for high-rises expressed
surprise about the mosque dispute, given the area's history of ethnic mingling.
"We've been in these parts a long time," a worker surnamed Tao, who is not related to the imam, said as he loaded sacks
of dried fatty beef. "We mind our business and they mind theirs. We don't stir up trouble and they don't either."
But Tao, the imam, seemed to acknowledge a hardening of attitudes toward Muslims in recent years.
"It may be that the situation has grown more sensitive in that place that we all know about," he said after a pause, referring
to but not daring to mention Xinjiang.
Still he tries to not harbor resentment toward the Han protesters.
"I don't blame the locals because I believe they were influenced," he said, sitting below framed pictures of him greeting
government religious affairs officials. "I want them to know Muslims are virtuous people. We are peaceful. We are
reasonable. We are tolerant. And we are good Chinese."
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The South End: Wayne State University
April 15, 2017

Teacher lectures student
Sarah Rahal
During her African-American studies course at Wayne State on Jan. 28, Asraa Ali said her professor was prepared
to show a TED talk that criticized Islam. The sophomore- ________ student, who wears a hijab, contacted the professor
on Jan. 30 expressing her concerns.
"On Friday you mentioned that you wanted to show the class a TED Talk about a woman criticizing Islam. I then told
you that I will bring in a TED Talk about a woman who actually showcases the beautiful aspects of Islam."
She then writes in her email the objectives of the course as stated in the syllabus and says that "the class should not be
presented with any TED Talk, whether it critiques or glorifies Islam."
The course is to "examine the historical, traditional, and aesthetic foundations or roots of African-American cultural
forms found in language, literature, music, dance, art, film, spoken word and political activism."
She writes that because the syllabus did not mention religion, so she is not expecting to learn about it. Ali ends her email
with "I enrolled and paid my tuition to learn about African-American culture not about Islam nor about any other religionsand whether they are good or bad. Please consider what I write to you, especially in a time like this."
The professor replied to her the following day saying he was the teacher and she was the student, as if he were in the
movie "Matilda."
[As seen in screenshot] "Please don't ever tell me what to teach or think you can tell me what to teach or think you have
enough expertise to tell me what to teach. You don't! You are the student, you don't run my class. By the way that was
not a serious conversation anyway, we were just having some fun after the class. But now you are overstepping your
boundaries and I won't tolerate it no matter if was in jest or not."
"First of all you keep misrepresenting and misunderstanding and misstating what I said anyway, your ability to
comprehend what I teach is sorely biased and misjudged by your over-sensitivity. You think I don't feel what's going on
in the world. You think I am care about people that are under attack, then you don't understand anything I teach."
"So for now on I would appreciate it if you quit thinking that you have some authority over my teaching, you don't. I will
show whatever videos I want and if there is a connection."
He leaves off with, "This email is way beyond disrespectful and please don't send another one like this to me again! You
don't tell me what to do, let's be clear!"
The following screenshots and Facebook post was made by Ali's sister, Asma.
"Everyone I am BEYOND angry, frustrated, and at a loss of words. My sister, a hijab wearing Muslim sophomore at
Wayne State University (a university with a large minority population), is feeling the Trump islamophobia in her
classroom by her very own professor. Her professor seems to believe that it is now acceptable to state that "Muslim
men beat and rape their wives," and that the hijab is an illustration of oppression. When my sister confronted him
about this- he decided to actually show a video the next class which features women denouncing Islam. However
what upsets me most is when she emailed him asking him to feature women explaining their choice to wear the hijab, or
not to show the video,as it serves no purpose for the course topic- this was his response."
"Apparently she has no say in class topics and is being "over-sensitive" toward the blatant racism. She is now
scared to go to class," she posted
The post generated over 200 comments, 400 shares and 500 reactions, most feeling angry.
Ali contacted Michael Wright, President M. Roy Wilson's Chief of Staff. Her sister said the president was able to get a
hold of her to apologize on behalf of WSU and reaffirming her that the school does not accept this kind of behavior.
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Easton Journal (Massachusetts)
April 14, 2017

Town; Social media storm over Anderson 's posts Experts: Messages from
officials reflect community
Cody Shepard
He has called Barack Obama gay, said Islam is destroying the world and mocked a GateHouse Media newspaper.
Now, he will help decide the next town administrator.
Bill Anderson, an elected member of the Easton Housing Authority, was named last week as one of 10 residents on the
town administrator search committee.
But his social media posts over the last several years have residents questioning whether he can, or should, represent
them in the interviews, since he frequently posts controversial images on his personal Facebook and Twitter pages.
The outrage over his posts reached a new level last week when several residents wanted to speak against his appointment
to the search committee. It resulted in police being called to the town offices to escort residents out of a public meeting.
"I've been participating for a really long time and I have never seen it drop to this level, and I am disgusted and ashamed
to be a resident of Easton right now," said Colleen Less, a former longtime selectman and School Committee member.
Anderson's posts are considered by many to be contentious. He has posted images that depict the Easton Journal editor
as a propagandist and show her with a missing tooth. He shared a Nike "Just Do It" poster of a Muslim woman
wearing a hijab that had an asterisk with, "If your husband lets you." He incorrectly said the previous town
administrator, David Colton, was fired from other towns. And he's told residents to throw beer bottles on another citizen's
lawn.
He said he finds many of the images to be funny and harmless.
"I do not control, nor do I want to, how people choose to view comments, posts, likes or shares on social media," Anderson
said. "Individuals infatuated with my social media activity can also choose to avoid potential self-inflicted offense by
choosing not to actively seek out my comments, posts, likes and shares. The idea that I am racist or sexist is equally as
stupid as choosing to 'troll' my social media presence."
But social media experts disagree. They say once things are posted online - whether on public or private pages - they
instantly reflect the community, especially when made by a town official.
"It reflects on the town and the community, particularly when you're talking about selecting the important post of town
administrator," said Brian Frederick, an associate professor at Bridgewater State University and the political science
department chairman. "In this age, if you're publicly posting messages that may be considered by members of some groups
to be offensive over social media, that's going to be factored in to whether you're going to be a fair representative of
people in your community."
The town was in a similar position last year. The selectmen adopted a social media policy in the fall when Michael
Goodman, an appointed member of the Conservation Commission, shared posts that were perceived to be anti-Muslim
and anti-Islam on his personal, but public, Facebook page. The policy allows the board to remove appointed and elected
officials for various reasons, including bigotry, based on their social media conduct.
Elected and appointed officials are only required to sign an acknowledgement of receipt of the social media policy, but
Acting Town Administrator Connor Read said they haven't been sent out for signatures yet because of the turnover in the
town clerk's office.
Although Anderson may not be in violation of the policy, it doesn't mean the town couldn't be at risk if he continues on
the committee.
Cheryl Pinarchick, a labor and employment attorney with Boston-based Fisher Phillips, represents employers in all areas
of employment law. She spoke in general about discrimination challenges she sees.
"When you have an employee in a hiring role who has publicly said or posted comments that can be perceived as
discriminatory, it puts an employer in a particularly difficult situation," she said. "An applicant who belongs to the
protected class about which person in the hiring role has commented, and who doesn't get interviewed or hired, may
believe that the reason they didn't get interviewed or hired is because they belong to the protected class and claim
discrimination."
Pinarchick said that would put an employer in a position to have to explain why the applicant wasn't interviewed or hired.

Page | 159

"If the applicant can show he or she was at least as qualified as those who were interviewed or hired, the employer is
going to be in a tough position and the risk of having to defend a discrimination claim is significantly higher," she said.
Jessica Dubin is one of the residents who wanted to speak against Anderson's appointment to the committee, but was
shut down - and eventually led out by police - when she started reading specific posts he's made.
"I find the posts to be incredibly Islamophobic and sexist. He's probably the most controversial person in our
town," she said. "His posts clearly do not exhibit the behavior of someone we want on a town board - especially not
leading the search for our new town administrator."
Selectman Dan Murphy said residents should have had an opportunity to speak about appointments since it's a public
board.
"I don't read his Facebook or tweets, so I wasn't aware of these things," Murphy said. "I have a 6-year-old undergoing
chemotherapy. Adults, on Facebook, posting childish things doesn't phase me. I find it to be a sad reflection of their
maturity."
But Murphy said he's concerned the current political environment in town will cause citizens to take a step back before
becoming involved.
"I'm concerned about the ability for this committee to attract quality candidates," he said. "But, what concerns me from
a broader perspective is that the environment will discourage good people from getting involved in local government. If
the adults decide it's not worth it, we're left with the trolls. Nobody benefits from that."
Selectman Dottie Fulginiti, who wanted to remove Goodman from his role in the fall for his posts, said town officials
need to get involved.
"The Board of Selectmen should set the tone for the level of professionalism in local government," she said. "It's not OK
to bully or harass someone on social media. When appointed or elected officials participate in this behavior, it saddens
me."
Chairman Kevin McIntyre, who called police to the meeting, wouldn't say specifically whether he supported Anderson's
appointment. He gave each selectman two appointments to the committee.
"I support (Selectman) David Mills' right to make his choice," McIntyre said. "I don't know that Facebook posts are a
legitimate criteria to limit somebody's town involvement, except in extreme cases."
When contacted last week, Mills questioned if The Enterprise would be asking every selectman about their appointments.
He later said he would provide a statement, but never responded for this story.
Although Frederick said people have a First Amendment right to post what they want on social media, it doesn't mean
there won't be repercussions.
"If the town is going to impose that kind of a policy, they're going to have to do more careful vetting of these types of
situations," he said. "Is this person so indispensable we should overlook controversial statements and posts because they
might contribute to serving the community in this capacity? In most cases, the headache won't be worth it."
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The Famuan: Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University
April 14, 2017

Muslim Day at the Capitol
Karah Bailey | Staff Writer

Muslim advocacy group leaders rallied at the Capitol Wednesday April 7 to address faith-based community concerns
directly with legislators.
Florida is one of the 13 states affected by President Donald Trump's travel ban that prohibited travel from seven
Muslim-majority countries. Section 7a of the ban serves to "expedite the completion and implementation of a biometric
entry-exit tracking system for all travelers to the United States, as recommended by the National Commission on Terrorist
Attacks Upon the United States." The impact of the ban strikes fear in the minds of American-born Muslims, immigrants
and descendents alike.
One participant of the event who requested only to be referred to as Frieda said, "I'm scared. I don't want to get on the
FBI's trouble-maker list. I've been living all my life in the US."
Dr. Stacey Alderman, a Florida A&M University physical therapy graduate is married to an Egyptian. "Although he's
not a refugee, even with that simple program it makes his family scared to come here," said Alderman
In 2016, Florida Department of Children and Families received 62,223 new immigration clients. Of those documented,
3,422 are refugees. Thousands more attempt to survive illegally. Because of the ban, citizens in the Muslim community
face particular scrutiny. Representative Carlos Guillermo Smith, D-Orlando, insists that,
"We don't do ourselves any justice when we put forward legislation that is hostile towards the heart of working immigrant
community."
Smith advocates for the Florida Trust Act, aiming to better relationships between immigrant communities and the residing
law enforcement. In doing so, undocumented immigrants can report crimes witnessed or acted upon them without fear
of deportation.
The Council on American-Islamic Relations documented a 500% increase of anti-Muslim hate crime in Florida.
Hassan Shibly, Chief Executive Director of CAIR says the rhetoric of recent legislation "legitimized fear and
hatred of the American Muslim community and it enticed people frankly to enact that fear and hate into violence
and into hate crimes."
CAIR urges participant and communities at large to vote "No" on House Bill 427 which would reject funds for refugee
assistance programs. Shibly also said to say "No" on House Bill 697, which would limit the abilities of city officials to
enforce sanctuary cities policies that currently protect undocumented immigrants.
If approved, HB 697 would require state, local government, and university officials to comply with U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement detention requests, which directly opposes the objectives of the Florida Trust Act.
Muslim Day attendees say their purpose is simply to promote peace in accordance with the principles of their primary
religious text.
Mubarak Dahir, of the American Muslim Democratic Caucus of Florida says, "My great hope and optimism is that I come
to these rallies and meetings and I meet people who have no Middle Eastern blood, they're not Muslim, they're Americans
like we all are, and they realize this isn't about someone from Egypt or Pakistan or Indonesia, this is about people from
America."

Page | 161

The New York Times
April 14, 2017

Will London Fall? How Dare You!
Will London fall?
It is a question as evocative as it is provocative.
It was also the headline in The New York Times at the top of Tuesday's front page essay about London that generated a
spirited trans-Atlantic discussion. The essay by Sarah Lyall, with striking visuals by Sergey Ponomarev, is the first in a
series of articles examining how Britain's vote to leave the European Union, known as Brexit, could affect London.
Ms. Lyall looked closely at the British capital: a teeming multicultural metropolis of 8.7 million people, with a
Muslim mayor, where some native Britons no longer feel at home. London is a center of international culture and
commerce whose resilience and openness became a symbol of postwar European unity. It's expected that in two
years it will no longer be a part of that European experiment.
In Britain, and around the world, the response to the article was swift, if hardly unanimous. Readers, commentators in
the British news media, members of Parliament and people across social media weighed in and continued to do so on
Thursday.
London will not fall.
No matter how rapidly the media landscape is changing, headlines still matter. 'Will London Fall?' clearly struck a nerve;
some people reacted to the headline more than the article. Some viewed it as unduly inflammatory or sensationalistic.
#WillLondonFall became a trending topic on British Twitter. Some thought it provoked unwanted memories of the muchmaligned disaster movie, ''London Has Fallen.'' Others thought it was fine. Passionate responses poured in from a city
that has survived fire, plague and the Blitz, among them:
Over the centuries, London has proved itself time and again adaptable to whatever fate has thrown at it. Brexit is just the
latest challenge that this great global city faces. Now is the time for all Londoners to stand together rather than talking
down our prospects. -- Mark Field, member of Parliament for the cities of London and Westminster
Will London Fall? flattens the EU referendum decision into diversity v. isolationism, a contrast which is partly true, but
also in many ways fails to understand the striking changes in national identity which are happening under the surface of
the UK. -- Mike Harris, writing on the website Little Atoms
Not everyone was so high-minded. To some people on Twitter, London had already succumbed to immigration,
globalization and more. Venom seeped through some Twitter feeds, reminiscent of the anger that surfaced during the
vote, to the annoyance of some others.
Will London fall London is over run by Arabs, Russians, petro dollars, housing no longer viable. Housing impossible,
prices out of control -- Phil the trucker (@phibel69) April 11, 2017
"Will London Fall"Yup. The leftists will make sure of that by enabling radical Islam.#TuesdayMotivation
#TuesdayMorning -- Feisty Trumpster (@HFemtard) April 11, 2017
Some readers complained that an American newspaper (if one with a sizable newsroom in London and bureaus around
the globe) should not turn its eyes to London and Britain's planned exit from the union when foreigners could make similar
prognostications about the fate of the United States in the wake of a similarly surprising voting result: the election of
Donald J. Trump.
The gall of NYT asking 'Will London Fall?' after the US elected Trump for President. -- Felicity Morse (@FelicityMorse)
April 11, 2017
The British news media takes note.
Some British conservatives and segments of the British news media interpreted the article as a frontal assault by New
York itself on the British capital, which might be a surprise to the City of New York.
From The Sun on Thursday:
''As NYC Slams Our Capital...Start Spreading the news: London is top of the heap''
So went the headline to an Op-Ed by Gerard Lyons, a British economist and writer, in which he defended Brexit as good
for London and for Britain. To help illustrate the piece, The Sun embedded a small photo of Queen Elizabeth II with the
following:
We have the Queen. They just have Queens, a grim borough.
Ouch, zinger. Jackson Heights and Flushing, rise up.
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From The Evening Standard on Wednesday:
''Viral hashtags are a bellwether for the spirit of a city: in the hours after last month's terrorist attack in Westminster,
#WeAreNotAfraid trended on Twitter. It's characteristic of a city that gets annoyed by attacks on its freedoms.''
From The Sun on Tuesday:
''HOW DARE THEY! Tory MP Kwasi Kwarteng blasts The New York Times over an article questioning whether
London would SURVIVE Brexit.''
The article also stirred a discussion on social media about British humor, whether the article had misread a sketch written
by the British satirist Patrick Kidd and whether Americans were humor-challenged, anyway. Ms. Lyall, who lived in
London for 15 years, used a Facebook chat about the story to explain why she wrote what she did.
In the spirit of good zingers, though, here was one from Mr. Kidd, who later exchanged friendly notes with Ms. Lyall
on Twitter.
''Someone once wrote that papers should use a type called 'ironic' like italic but slanting backwards to help Americans.''
-- Mr. Kidd, a columnist for The Times of London, whose piece about a French political rally was cited by Ms. Lyall.
Homesick for London.
Beneath all the noise, many readers saw the article as a powerful and melancholy essay for a London that for decades
has been a place of opportunity for all Europeans.
''London is or was sort of the capital of Europe (and by extension the EU) -- at least culturally and economically. I studied
in Cambridge in the mid-to-late 90s and my brother and sister studied at the London School of Economics (LSE). They
did (or are doing) their Ph.D.s still there. My brother lives in London now with his wife. None of that would have or will
now happen. It is an end of an era and a period in time. London will become now again more English and maybe more
Asian (or American). EU cosmopolites will be searching for a new place to call their own. Britain will lose massive
amounts of money and talent.'' -- Pekka Kohonen of Stockholm, commenting via The New York Times
"How do you define London? You don't, really." @sarahlyall and @sergeyponomarev really capture London's mood
here: https://t.co/JdgH8opA5n -- Marta Cooper (@martaruco) April 11, 2017
Will London Fall? https://t.co/caNa55vhfP How confused we must look to rest of world - Agree/disagree, the debate is
certainly pertinent -- Arif Durrani (@DurraniMix) April 11, 2017
Brilliant piece by Sarah Lyall it made me homesick for London and slightly, I hope wrongly, worried for it x
https://t.co/v38tQeOITr -- James Corden (@JKCorden) April 11, 2017
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NPR All Things Considered
April 14, 2017

In Israel, Muslims Hold 'American Idol'-Style Call-To-Prayer Contest
Daniel Estrin
ARI SHAPIRO: Some Muslims in Israel recently held an "American Idol"-style contest for the best teen muezzin. That's
the person who chants the call to prayer. Muslims are a minority in Israel, and the contest served as a sort of protest.
AUDIE CORNISH: These calls to prayer ring out from mosques often through loudspeakers five times a day beginning
in the early morning. Israel's prime minister says he's gotten complaints about them. There's support in Parliament
to silence or control their volume.
ARI SHAPIRO: That brings us back to that contest. NPR's Daniel Estrin went to see it in the city of Jaffa.
(CROSSTALK)
DANIEL ESTRIN: Forty teenage boys auditioned, and nine made it to the semifinals of the Young Muezzin Competition.
The muezzin is the one who chants the azan, the traditional call to prayer which begins, God is greatest.
ABDEL FATTAH ZIBDEH: (Singing in foreign language).
DANIEL ESTRIN: That's contestant Abdel Fattah Zibdeh, an 18-year-old law student and volunteer muezzin, singing his
preferred melody for the early morning call.
ABDEL FATTAH ZIBDEH: (Singing in foreign language). It helps people to get up.
DANIEL ESTRIN: He says it's a gentle way to wake believers for prayer. But Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
says he's gotten complaints from Jews, Christians, even Muslims of excessive noise. Two bills are making their way
through the Israeli Parliament to silence the call to prayer before 7 a.m. and lower the volume at other times.
AHMAD ABU LSAN: (Speaking in Arabic).
DANIEL ESTRIN: "It is a war against Islam," says one of the competition judges, an air conditioner installer and
muezzin lover named Ahmad Abu Lsan. "Today it's the call to prayer. Tomorrow, it will be the Muslim headscarf.
Next time, it'll be something else," he says.
UNIDENTIFIED MAN #1: Bismillah, bismillah.
DANIEL ESTRIN: The emcee does a sound check using a word from a prayer instead of testing, testing. And then one
by one, the teenage contestants stand before a panel of judges just like "American Idol." Here are some samples.
UNIDENTIFIED MAN #2: (Singing in foreign language).
UNIDENTIFIED MAN #3 (Singing in foreign language).
UNIDENTIFIED MAN #2: (Singing in foreign language).
DANIEL ESTRIN: Inside the walls of the classroom where the semifinals are being held, the focus isn't on the prayer
controversy but on the artistic fine points of the call.
UNIDENTIFIED MAN #4: (Foreign language spoken).
DANIEL ESTRIN: The judges reference the eight different maqamat, the melodic modes used in calls to prayer. They
name-drop famous muezzins. They warn a contestant who sings too high not to annoy his listeners.
AHMAD ABU LSAN: (Speaking Arabic).
DANIEL ESTRIN: "When you go up that tower and call the prayer," judge Abu Lsan tells me, "the audience is huge. The
quality of voice has to be superior."
UNIDENTIFIED MAN #5: (Speaking Arabic).
DANIEL ESTRIN: The finals were held in a basketball gymnasium. It's a mix of prayer and political speeches. One guest
speaker is the head of an Islamic movement who's been convicted in Israel of encouraging violence. He tells the crowd,
"we must stop the Israeli crazies before the call to prayer law passes. We scream in their faces, God is greatest."
UNIDENTIFIED MAN #5: (Foreign language spoken).
UNIDENTIFIED CROWD: (Foreign language spoken).
DANIEL ESTRIN: But when the contestants take the stage, it's much more about song than screaming.
MARWAN QAWAQZEH: (Singing in foreign language).
DANIEL ESTRIN: Thirteen-and-a-half-year-old Marwan Qawaqzeh, the youngest contestant, took the crown. The six
finalists won laptops, speakers and free trips to Mecca.
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MARWAN QAWAQZEH: (Singing in foreign language).
DANIEL ESTRIN: Daniel Estrin, NPR News, Jaffa.
POST-BROADCAST CLARIFICATION: The bills under consideration in the Israeli parliament would ban
calls to prayer amplified by loudspeakers before 7 a.m. and regulate when calls to prayer may be amplified by
loudspeakers at other times, but would not prohibit calls to prayer made without the use of loudspeakers.]
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Delaware State News
April 13, 2017

Hypocritical for senators to oppose Muslim prayer
The following is an open letter to the Delaware State Senate
I was very disheartened today (April 6) to read about an incident that occurred yesterday on the floor of our state Senate
chamber over the opening prayer that starts each day's session of the senate. [ "Senators object to reading of Muslim
prayer"] In the event that anyone reading this is not familiar with the incident, the prayer included the reading of a
passage from the Quran by a member of Tarbiyah Mosque that caused [state] Senators Bonini and Lawson to
walk out, and statements to be made when they re-entered the chamber, and then, a rebuttal statement to be made later
by Senate President Pro Tem McBride.
Sen. Lawson is quoted as saying, "We heard from the Quran that advocates for our very demise and that's brought
into this chamber as a prayer to open this session. I take great exception to that, I fought for this country not to be
damned by someone that comes here and prays to their God for our demise. I think that's despicable." What Sen.
Law-son's statement is ignoring is the fact that his statement represents the smallest segment of the world's Muslim
population. But yet, on a daily basis, people like Sens. Bonini and Lawson continue to stand on the side of ignorance and
arrogance and continue to use that minority of the Muslim population to paint all Muslims with the broadest possible
brush.
I felt that there are some questions begging to be asked of Sen. Lawson in this. Where, Sir, did you acquire your
knowledge of what the Quran says and doesn't say? Have you studied it yourself, or have you acquired your knowledge
second-hand? And as for the senator's service to this country, I am very grateful for that service, just as I am grateful for
the service to our country, and in many cases, sacrifices made for this country by Muslims whose service and sacrifice
are discredited by the senator's actions and statement that is tantamount to the senator saying that Muslims only condemn
and attack America and do nothing to benefit the nation or the common good of our nation.
As for how Sen. Bonini, citing poor treatment of women and the LGBT communities in Muslim-majority nations and
how listening to a Muslim prayer and reading from the Quran would validate that, it's all a bit myopic, isn't it? It discounts
the number of Christian religious leaders who actively preach hate towards the LGBT communities and utilize passages
in the Bible to justify it.
In the course of the history of this nation and the history of Christianity, the Bible has been used to justify condemnation
and killing in far greater numbers by a much larger population of the world, including, but not limited to, Jews, pagans,
the LGBT community, the indigenous peoples of North America, Central America, South America, Australia, New
Zealand and many other parts of the world, people of color and pretty much anyone who dared to disagree with the
authority of the Christian church. So, wouldn't listening to a reading from the Bible and a Christian prayer validate that
behavior?
I find it highly hypocritical that a Republican senator would cite the poor treatment of the LGBT community in a
condemnation of Muslims, considering that it is mostly the Republican Party who stands opposed to any legislation that
would ensure the legal equality of members of the LGBT community in this nation. It is also mainly the Republican Party
who continues to use "anti-bestiality" laws to target gay men and push for and defend, in many states, laws that allow
employers to fire employees just because they are gay.
But by all means, we can't listen to a Muslim prayer because it would validate the poor treatment of the LGBT community
and women in Muslim-majority nations.
If we live in a nation where the concept of having a wall of separation between church and the state is so great that our
founding fathers saw fit to make it the First Amendment of the Constitution, thereby enshrining that concept as being
highest among all others, how, then, is it appropriate to open a session of the Senate with a prayer from any religion?
Ricky Shehorn Hartly

Page | 166

The Mesa Press: San Diego Mesa College
April 13, 2017

Voices are heard about Islamophobia at Mesa College
Abby Hines
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Send Email Cancel Imam Taha Hassane, Director of the Islamic Center of San Diego, emphasized the importance of
identifying, understanding and preventing discrimination within the Islamic community during a Cultural Unity Week/
Festival of Colors event at Mesa College on Apr. 10th.
Hassane spoke to approximately 50 Mesa students during a speech about Islam. He opened with a greeting of Islam,
"Asalaam alaykum," meaning "Peace be with you." The Islamic response, "Wa 'alaykum asalaam" from the audience
translates to, "And peace be with you too." He ensured the audience that they were in a safe place that allows for "candid
conversation".
According to Hassane, "Islamophobia is a huge industry in the U.S., and unfortunately a lot of people benefit from
the discrimination".
The industry of Islamophobia is "about spreading fear, fear about Islam, making people feel scared,
uncomfortable, whenever they are around Muslims or a Muslim is around a group of people. Muslims are always,
according to Islamophobia, a source of violence, a source of threat to our lifestyle, to our society." said Hassane.
There are about 80 thousand Muslims and roughly 23 mosques dispersed throughout San Diego County. In response to
people who believe that all Muslims are Arabs and that all Arabs are Muslims, Hassane said, "The Muslim community is
the most diverse, ethnically diverse community, when I tell you that Muslims in San Diego came from all over the world
I mean it." This was also a way to let the audience know that there are more people than they realize that belong to the
Muslim community.
"The true Muslim is the one who is considered as a source of peace and guidance in the society. Once you start feeling
threatened, scared, because of a suspicious behavior about somebody who claims to be a Muslim, then there is something
wrong in that situation, because a Muslim is supposed to be a source of peace and guidance in society." and that "The
Muslim seeks to achieve peace through submitting to the will of God," said Hassane.
Sharia is the Muslim profession of faith, the practical side of Islam. "Sharia unfortunately just became a really scary word,
you know 'Sharia outlaw', and I'm saying this because this concept of shariah is misunderstood, it became a social threat.
I don't know if you have heard about several states in our nation passing a law to ban sharia, for me as a Muslim this is a
very very serious matter, Shariah for me is the way I practice Islam, praying five times a day is sharia, sharing my wealth
with the poor, with the needy, with the homeless is Shariah...", "So when you say banning sharia law, that means that
Muslims are not allowed to practice their faith in that specific state." Hassane expressed.
"What is happening is a social contemporary problem and for many of us these types of issues (Islamophobia) are talked
about as a phenomenon of the past, in reality it is a phenomenon of the present and our aspiration, I know mine in
particular, are to prevent that from being a phenomenon of the future." said Dr. Judy Sundayo, Diversity Committee Chair
of Mesa College.
"Fear is a result of ignorance," Said Hassane. The fear people have comes from the ignorance of not knowing about others,
their culture, background and/or beliefs. Ignorance is led simultaneously by maintaining distance from those who are
different, thus being unwilling to learn, and help grow as not only a nation but a globe. "We are not just American, we
are not just Californian; we are members of the global community and there is a responsibility" said Dr. Sundayo.
Hassane encouraged the audience to help promote and maintain diversity throughout our nation. He says we need to be
educated and keep up with the social and civic dialogue because there is always something to learn. "We need to reach
out to one another and collaborate efforts to push for human rights." Said Hassane .
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The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
April 13, 2017

Attack was hate crime, Muslim groups say; Man grabbed woman's head scarf,
beat her 'like an animal'
Ashley Luthern, Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

National and local Muslim civil rights and advocacy groups are calling for Milwaukee police to investigate as a
hate crime an attack on a Muslim woman who says a man demanded she remove her hijab and beat her.
"You can't get a clearer hate crime than this," said Janan Najeeb, president of the Milwaukee Muslim Women's Coalition.
"This was not a robbery," Najeeb said Wednesday. "There was an individual telling her to take her scarf off, ripped
it off and started beating her up. This is clearly a hate crime."
The woman, who has not been publicly identified, was walking home from her morning prayers at the Islamic Society of
Milwaukee about 6 a.m. Monday.
A car pulled up alongside her on S. 13th St. near W. Layton Ave. and a man got out, demanding she take off her
hijab, or head scarf, said Munjed Ahmad, a member of the society's executive committee who has met with the woman
several times since the attack.
The woman tried to pull the scarf tight to keep it on and "he threw me on the floor, then he beat me like an animal,"
the woman told WITI-TV (Channel 6) as she showed her bloodstained head scarf.
The man pulled her to the ground where he stomped on her head before he drew a knife and slashed at her clothing,
Ahmad said. The woman has a history of seizures and suffered one later that day, Ahmad said.
She was taken to a hospital for treatment and released Tuesday. "She's of course very shaken and also tired," Najeeb said.
Milwaukee police did not say they were investigating this as a hate crime. In a statement, the department said officers
responded to a battery in the 4800 block of S. 13th St. about 11:30 a.m. Monday.
A woman told police she was "struck by an unknown suspect" several hours earlier near 13th St. and Layton Ave. and
police continue to search for the male suspect, according to police.
On Wednesday, the national Council on American-Islamic Relations said the attack should be investigated as a hate crime.
The statement came less than a week after the organization called for a hate crime investigation of Muslim prayer space
vandalism at Marquette University.
"There were no valuables taken, none requested," Ahmad said. "He immediately lunged at her head scarf. Given the
totality of the circumstances, it does look like this is a hate crime and that's how we're approaching it."
He urged anyone with information to come forward and talk to police.
"An act of this nature, as brutal as it was, it has to be addressed and this individual needs to be brought to justice to serve
not only as a punishment but also as a deterrent," Ahmad said.
The Islamic Society of Milwaukee has a good relationship with the surrounding neighborhood and as news of the attack
has spread, many people have come forward offering to escort worshippers and provide other support, he said.
Still, the violent and brazen nature of the most recent incident has shaken the Muslim community in Milwaukee, Najeeb
said.
"We've always had acts of vandalism, had people yell things from the car, had individuals try to snatch scarves off Muslim
girls or women, but this is definitely a whole other category," she said.
The Milwaukee Muslim Women's Coalition is urging members and those who work with them to take extra precautions,
such as traveling in groups and walking in well-lighted areas.
Najeeb said most people who have the biggest issue with women wearing hijab are "frankly ignorant."
"It's a reflection of faith," she said. "We believe modesty is part of faith. We see it in different forms, from Amish and
Mennonite women to Catholic nuns and Orthodox Jewish women."
But those who are targeted for covering their hair are nearly always Muslim, Najeeb said.
"This represents a woman that is Muslim and in (an attacker's) head, they hate Muslims and this is what they have
been told from the highest levels of power," she said.
"Without a doubt, I believe that current political rhetoric has definitely normalized hate in this country and there needs to
be some accountability."

Page | 168

Indiana Daily Student: Indiana University
April 11, 2017

Christopher Bail talks about rise of anti-Muslim sentiments
Madeline Dippel
The rapid growth of anti-Muslim sentiments did not begin with the emergence of the Islamic State but through the
increasing influence of anti-Muslim fringe groups in the media, said Christopher Bail, associate professor of sociology
and public policy at Duke University. He spoke Tuesday in the Global and International Studies Building at the second
lecture in the "Islam in the American Public Sphere" seminar series.
Bail led a discussion based on his book "Terrified: How Anti-Muslim Fringe Organizations Became Mainstream."
"I was so impressed by it that I wanted to bring him to campus to talk about it," said Abdulkader Sinno, associate professor
of political science at IU, who organized the event.
Students, faculty and members of the public filtered into the auditorium as Bail discussed how he gathered his data through
social networks, search engines, newspapers and plagiarism software to track messages about Islam.
Bail used sources from both sides of the political spectrum to see how anti-Muslim fringe groups helped shape sentiments
in society. His data analysis on the organizations promoting anti-Muslim messages shows their doubling in size and
influence from 2001 to 2008.
"Fear and anger in particular have the strongest impact on media coverage," he said.
By 2008, Bail said these fringe groups had gained money and media visibility and created their own experts on
terrorism to attack mainstream Muslim groups.
"Moderate mainstream Islam was not possible because every Muslim group was cast as a front for radicals from the fringe
organizations," he said.
The influence of these ?organizations in the media is shown not just through the conversation flowing in the public
but in the legislation passed during spikes of anti-Muslim sentiments, he said.
Bail said fear of Sharia law superseding the United States constitution invoked anti-Sharia legislation in 50 states,
though the legislation was only passed in seven of the states.
Many terrorism experts are worried about the spread of anti-Muslim sentiments as a recruitment tool, he said.
Bail created a chart comparing two variables, prevalence of anti-Muslim searches and prevalence of pro-Islamic State
searches, across the U.S. Though the variables aren't directly related, there is a ?correlation, he said.
He said counties where there were a high number of anti-Muslim Google searches also had a high number of pro-Islamic
State searches, which were particularly acute where Muslims were isolated.
This creates a strain within society because the now-marginalized mainstream Muslim organizations cannot defend
themselves, he said. Bail stressed the importance of acknowledging the ?difference between mainstream and fringe ideas
and correcting misinformation - not fighting fire with fire.
"These are people who are afraid," he said. "It's important to remember that as you reach out. You might not be able to,
in one conversation, to convince someone that their views are wrong, but you may be able to encourage them to look at a
different source of information."
Like what you are reading? Support independent, award-winning college journalism on this site. Donate here.
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The Buffalo News (New York)
April 9, 2017

For a U.S. citizen at border, 'the fear of coming home'; Muslim man's run-ins
raise civil rights issues
Tim O'Shei; News Staff Reporter
She was blasting the car stereo, singing Ariana Grande.
He was gripping the steering wheel, navigating the darkness on the southeastern end of the QEW. He was not in a singing
mood on this early January night. Earlier that evening, at a lecture near Toronto with an Islamic scholar, he had been
wearing a traditional, flowing Muslim thobe.
Now, though, the thobe was tucked in the trunk. He was wearing pants and a button-down shirt.
Akram Shibly and his fiancée, Kelly McCormick, were about to cross the Lewiston-Queenston Bridge back into the
United States. They had done this three days earlier, and it didn't go well. But McCormick, who is white and Catholic,
figured this time would be fine. Shibly wasn't as certain.
He is Muslim.
For the 15 years since 9/11, Muslims - including those like Shibly who are U.S. citizens - have complained of long
waits and more deeply probing questions by American officials at borders. Though President Trump's executive
orders that constituted what some called a "Muslim ban" have heated up the conversation over how outsiders are treated
when coming (or not coming) here, that's not Shibly. He is not an outsider; he's a passport-carrying, natural-born American
citizen with a clean criminal record.
As a little boy, he fancied becoming president, and even asked his barber to give him a haircut reminiscent of John F.
Kennedy. He was in the third grade when two planes struck the World Trade Center's twin towers and reality toppled that
dream.
Today, he's an American whose life experiences makes him suspect that his faith and name makes him more likely to get
pulled in for secondary questioning at the border. Which is why, with the border approaching, Shibly said to his fiancée,
"If they ask for my phone again, I'm not giving it to them."
...
The organization responsible for conducting inspections is U.S. Customs and Border Protection, a 60,000-person federal
agency that patrols the edges of the country and has the authority to examine anybody, and anything, coming in. That
ranges from electronic equipment to unusual-looking bugs on imported fruit. And it can include any person - especially
ones they deem worthy of deeper questioning.
It's a job with "a heavy burden," said one officer. The sheer notion of making a mistake by letting a bad guy slip through
can be haunting.
"The person who wishes to cause harm to our country or our communities only has to get in once," said Chief Officer
Aaron Bowker, public affairs liaison for CBP's Buffalo Field Office, "but to keep the country safe from that person, our
officers have to be right every time."
Technology helps: At the border crossings in the Buffalo Niagara region, a device instantly reads the chip embedded in
every passport, enhanced license or Nexus card in a car, feeding names and other information to a computer before the
vehicle even reaches the inspection booth. Other devices capture license plate information, take a photo of the passengers,
and scan the car for radioactivity. If all the technology works smoothly, the officer in the booth has this information before
you put your car in park. Sometimes, the computer in the booth commands a secondary inspection. But usually it's based
on the officer's judgment, which is driven by experience, training and instinct.
Steven MacMartin, who spent 31 years working for the Department of Homeland Security and the former U.S. Customs
Service, offers a hypothetical: You're in a booth, charged with protecting the border of the United States, and you have
three cars with distinctly different sets of passengers. One is a group of elderly women coming from a bingo game.
Another is members of a youth hockey team that was playing a game in Canada. The third car has two men who are
Muslim.
"What they're thinking is, 'I have to do my job,' " said MacMartin, who now runs the Homeland Security program at
Medaille College. (He was unfamiliar with the Shibly situation until The News described it for him.) "Which of those
three cars should I search more?"
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And though the officer in this example has the authority to follow his instinct, he also realizes his every move can be
scrutinized.
"The law enforcement officer in that situation ... is already at a disadvantage because he can't go into his job full-speed
ahead," MacMartin said. "He's already thinking, 'I could get in trouble here.' And that's a shame."
Hassan Shibly, Akram's older brother and a civil rights attorney, sees the shame differently. "Before I see this as Muslims
getting targeted," he said, "I see it as Americans getting targeted."
There's shame, there's blame, but above all, there's complication. Border inspections are imperfect. Border inspectors are
human.
...
At midday on Jan. 1, Shibly was coming home from Toronto. His fiancée, McCormick, who at 21 is two years younger
than Shibly, was with him. They were heading to the Shibly family's home in Williamsville, where they were planning to
meet with Akram's siblings to go skiing. First, though, they had to pass through the Canadian-U.S. border.
At the inspection booth, Shibly handed over his U.S. passport. The officer asked him to pop the trunk. The trunk was
loaded with camera equipment, but that was easily explained: Shibly is a filmmaker. He has a company, True Intent
Productions, and had been away for 10 days in Toronto, shooting footage at the Reviving the Islamic Spirit convention.
But then they were asked to exit the car.
Inside the inspection building, Shibly and McCormick were handed forms that asked for their family history, email
and social media information, and cellphone passwords. He handed in his forms, but left the password question
blank.
Soon he was called forward to talk to an inspector who starts asking him about his travels. He recalled the
questioning like this:
Why did you go to Lebanon?
Oh, my grandpa lives in Lebanon. I was going to see family.
Why did you go to Jordan?
Oh, we went to do some humanitarian work.
Why did you go to Saudi Arabia?
I went to do my umrah - my religious pilgrimage.
"I gave her (the agent) the truth," said Shibly, who as a child visited his family's home country, Syria, nearly every summer
until about five years ago, when violence made it too dangerous. "It was just interesting to me, the way she felt so
suspicious about me traveling."
Shibly was asked about his films (along with corporate work, he makes short videos and mini-documentaries to combat
Islamaphobia) and his social media. He was again asked for the password to unlock his cellphone. He refused to give it.
"Do you have something to hide?" the agent reportedly said, according to a letter of complaint later written by Shibly's
brother Hassan, who is a lawyer. "If not, then unlock your phone."
Shibly relented, unlocked the phone, and handed it over. After what seemed like an hour, Shibly and McCormick got their
devices back and were told they were free to go.
"I was literally singled out and targeted, I believe, because of my name, because of who I was coming into this country,"
he said. "Apparently, it's not just me. It's a trend."
At home, Akram finally met up with his brother, Hassan Shibly, 30, a lawyer and executive director of the Florida chapter
of Council for American Islam Relations. In the car, on the way to skiing, Hassan - with his brother and McCormick in
the background - shot and uploaded a Facebook video that quickly gained thousands of views. It served as a warning to
the Muslim American community: Customs officials can, and will, search your electronics. They'll ask about your
social media, your political beliefs, even your religious beliefs.
"You know how it is," Hassan said into the camera.
...
This is a battle Hassan Shibly has been fighting since his freshman year of college at the University at Buffalo. That's
when, like his younger brother, he was detained with his family coming back from the 2004 Reviving the Islamic Spirit
convention in Toronto.
"That night, we pull up to the primary inspection booth and they tell my mom and I to go in for a random
inspection," Hassan Shibly said. "My mom was like, 'What do you mean, random?' I joked, 'Mom, "random"
means they saw your headscarf.' But I didn't think that would be the case. I was joking."
Hassan, his mother, Sawsan Tabbaa, an orthodontist, and his two younger siblings - including Akram, then 11 entered the secondary inspection building. Several other Muslim families - Shibly remembers it as a few dozen were inside. Tabbaa and Shibly were held for four hours. They were patted down, fingerprinted, photographed,
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and questioned about the 13,000-person conference where, legal proceedings later revealed, the U.S. government had
reason to believe some people with terrorist ties may have been in attendance.
Later, Tabbaa and Shibly were part of a lawsuit against the government, Tabbaa v. Chertoff (as in then-Secretary of
Homeland Security Michael Chertoff). They contended that their constitutional rights were violated. They lost the initial
case and an appeal; in fact, U.S. Customs and Border Protection provided copies of the case to The News as an example
of the courts upholding the government's broad search authority at the border.
The case motivated Hassan Shibly to become a civil rights attorney. From his position as head of the Council on AmericanIslamic Relations in Florida, he has become a national figure in the American Muslim rights movement. He works late
into the night sending emails, writing letters, filing complaints, posting on social media, and giving interviews. He runs
forums, gives speeches and looks for opportunities far outside Florida to push his cause.
A recent example: When the son of the late boxer Muhammad Ali and his ex-wife were questioned about their
Muslim religion by Homeland Security officials, Shibly worked with Ali's lawyer and political types to set up a forum
in Washington, D.C.
When Hassan Shibly gives lectures, he sometimes asks how many people in the room have been stopped for secondary
inspection. "Every time," he said, "at least half the people raise their hand."
But when he asks how often those people file complaints, the number is minuscule. He estimates it at 1 percent.
"People are too scared," he said. "They came back home and forget about it, whatever. People aren't filing the complaints
they should be."
...
On Jan. 4, 2017, three days after Akram Shibly's detention at the border, his anger was just starting to ease. He and
McCormick headed back to Canada. They dined at a Middle Eastern restaurant in Mississauga, and attended a lecture by
a noted Islamic scholar. Shibly wore his traditional Muslim thobe for the lecture, but afterward tucked it in the trunk. He
thought blue khakis and a button-down shirt would attract less attention at the border. During the drive back to the U.S.,
McCormick was relaxed and playful, singing karaoke and using her hairbrush as a microphone. Shibly was quiet.
It was minutes before midnight when they pulled into the inspection booth. The officer took their passports and sent them
inside. This time, in the middle of the night, Shibly and McCormick recalled the building being mostly empty, save for
the officers on duty. One of those officers told the couple where to sit. Shibly pulled out his phone and texted his brother
Hassan, who was now back in Florida, at 11:45 p.m.:
Akram: Well here we go again ... I'm in the room.
Hassan: Which border? Lewiston?
Akram: Yes
Hassan: Let them know your brother knows the CBP commissioner and has already reached out to the headquarters. Do
not answer questions.
Akram: Copy. They haven't summoned me yet.
Hassan wrapped the conversation by telling his brother he had called and spoken with a supervisor. "Keep me posted,"
he told Akram.
During that conversation, one of the officers ordered Shibly to put his phone away. From where Shibly sat, several signs
prohibiting the use of phones were visible. He told the officer he had to finish texting his family, then put the phone in
the right front pocket of his pants.
The officers huddled. One of them asked Shibly to hand over the phone. Shibly refused. With McCormick watching, three
of the officers approached Shibly - he says they "charged" - and removed the phone. One of the officers grabbed his neck
from behind; a second grabbed his legs; and the third removed the phone from his right pocket.
Shibly was livid. "I'm an American citizen," he recalls saying. "You're violating my civil rights."
He also recalls asking, "If I was not Muslim, would I be treated this way?"
About five minutes after his phone was taken, Shibly recalls being sent into a back room with another officer - not one of
the three who took his phone. This officer told Shibly they knew who he was and had seen his brother's video. The officer
also told Shibly a report would be filed because physical force was used.
Meanwhile, out in the waiting area, McCormick was sitting alone, staring at TV. An officer asked if she wanted a glass
of water while she waited. McCormick declined.
"That's called being white for you," she said later, recounting the story with Shibly. "I'm offered a glass of water while
you're getting tackled."
After the conversation in back, Shibly was told his car would be searched and he would then be able to leave. The search
happened quickly, and in the wee hours of Jan. 5, Shibly and McCormick were heading home. He recorded a second
video and posted it to Facebook.
"These incidents," he said, "have put the fear of coming home in me."
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When asked by The News for CBP's response, Bowker responded in an email that the agency is aware of the allegations,
which are under investigation, and declined to discuss specifics. He noted that Hassan Shibly threatened litigation.
"This is not the first time Hassan has tried to challenge CBP's border search authority," Bowker said, and then referenced
the Tabbaa v. Chertoff case decisions, noting that federal courts found CBP's actions, "including (Shibly's) detention for
a few hours, a pat-down search, fingerprinting, and photographing, were lawful border searches and part of the routine
border inspection process. These two decisions remain controlling law in our area."
Hassan Shibly would like to change that. When that case was filed, he was a college student. Now - and in large part,
because of it - he's a lawyer.
"If this type of case were to be brought now, I think we'd have a much different and a better outcome, quite frankly," he
said, adding that in the current climate, one much further removed from 9/11, "I think courts would look at this a little
more rigorously."
Asked if he's developing such a case right now, or hoping one may emerge, he texted this response: "They are in the
works."
...
The most frequent recipient of Hassan Shibly's complaints is the CBP commissioner, who leads the agency's 60,000
employees. For the past three years, until Trump's inauguration Jan. 20, that was R. Gil Kerlikowske, an appointee of
President Barack Obama who also happened to be Buffalo's police commissioner in the 1990s. (Kerlikowske, who retired
and is now a fellow at Harvard University, has been replaced by acting Commissioner Kevin K. McAleenan.)
"We tried pretty hard to have an open dialogue," said Kerlikowske, who came to know Hassan Shibly when the
commissioner took part in a Florida forum on CBP-Muslim relations.
That dialogue may air the problems, which are emotionally charged on both sides, but it doesn't solve them easily - if at
all. For example, Hassan Shibly has complained about questions posed to Muslim Americans, such as, "Are you a devout
Muslim" and "Are you Sunni or Shia?"
Kerlikowske acknowledged that in his view, CBP officers shouldn't be asking questions about a person's religion. "That
would be the last thing that they should be doing," he said.
Wiping away that practice, however, is difficult. Kerlikowske points out that most Americans may not even know
somebody who is Muslim. That includes "a lot of people at Customs and Border Protection," he said. That lack of wide
understanding complicates an already-difficult problem.
"They work an eight-hour or 10-hour day, sometimes six days a week, they go back home, they've got their family, they've
got lots of things," Kerlikowske said. "How knowledgeable are they of that faith?"
...
As Akram Shibly's story began to get attention, the very notion that CBP can - and will - search cellphones triggered
public discussion. Multiple media outlets, including "NBC Nightly News," reported stories about cellphone searches. The
government's ability to search electronics isn't new, but CBP's willingness to exercise that authority is becoming more
noticed.
"The thing we tell people is, you don't exactly have rights at the border," said John A. Curr III, director of the Western
Regional Office of the New York Civil Liberties Union. "Can they request it (your phone)? Yes. You can say no. If you
do say no, you can find out like Mr. Shibly did that if they believe they have the authority to do so, they'll seize it."
In the days that followed his second detention at the border, Akram Shibly submitted civil rights complaints to the
Department of Homeland Security and filed complaints and Freedom of Information Act requests with the CBP. (He's
seeking a written report on the second detention.)
"I worry about our future," Shibly said, sitting with McCormick in the living room of his family home in
Williamsville. "I worry about my kids. If I want to bring up Muslim kids here, this is just the beginning of Trump's
legacy. What's going to happen in the next four years that could potentially affect their well-being in the future?
It's seriously shaken up my view."
"Mine as well," McCormick said. "My parents, obviously they love Akram and they've really gotten to know a lot about
his faith as well. But they really want to believe that this country is a great place. And it is. It totally is. But they don't
want to believe that things like this are happening."
Sometimes, McCormick said, she'll rant to her mother, who struggles with it.
"My mom is like, 'I just can't keep listening to this. You're making me depressed,' " McCormick said "I'm like, 'Mom, but
this is happening. And this is happening to him!' "
Shibly's parents were upset too - "my mother was distraught," he said - but not surprised.
"It runs in the family," his mother told him. "Welcome."
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The Mass Media: University of Massachusetts
April 8, 2017

A Sight/Site We Cannot Bear: The Eviction From Public Space Of Muslim
Women Wearing the Niqab
On April 4, the Political Science Department at the University of Massachusetts Boston hosted the 2017 Jalal Alamgir
Memorial Lecture with guest speaker Professor Sherene H. Razack, Ph.D. from the University of California, Los
Angeles.
This annual lecture was originally established in 2012 to honor the late Alamgir, who was an Associate Professor in
the Political Science Department at UMass Boston. After his tragic and sudden death in 2011, his family and
colleagues from the department founded this lecture series, as well as the Jalal Alamgir Memorial Scholarship.
In the opening remarks, Erin O'Brien, the Chair and Associate Professor of Political Science, said that this lecture is
about "honoring a friend and colleague that we miss quite deeply," and emphasized that Alamgir is remembered for
his "gentleness, true kindness, and his analytic excellence." Furthermore, the lecture and scholarship not only honor
Jalal, but also serve to advance the issues that he cared about, such as social justice and foreign policy.
This year's lecture was called "A Sight/Site We Cannot Bear: The Eviction From Public Space Of Muslim Women
Wearing the Niqab." While giving her introduction of Razack, Political Science Professor Leila Farsakh commented,
"Given the present change in politics, this topic could not be more pertinent."
During her talk, Razack discussed the perceived threat that Muslim women pose, as well as several legal
measures that have been introduced in Western countries to ban them from public spaces.
"It's politically urgent to analyze how bans work," Razack said.
She pointed out that the reasoning behind those bans is often times that they are seen as necessary to maintain cultural
homogeneity, and that they are just for the women's own good.
Razack also explained that there has been a shift in how Muslim women wearing the Niqab are perceived in
Western countries. While they were first seen as figures of pity, they are now often regarded as dangerous.
However, while on one hand Muslim women are seen more and more as the aggressor, they are also still seen
as being controlled by Muslim men.
Razack also asserted, "The veil is a sight of frustrated colonial ambition," because the women hold on to their
identity which the colonial powers tried to erase decades and centuries ago.
Additionally, Razack claims the veil also hinders Westerners from employing their "visual control" on the women. As
a consequence, Westerners (especially men) experience fascination, anger, and frustration because the veiled woman
is "refusing to bare herself to Western gaze." As a consequence, "a gendered eviction from the public community"
follows as "the covered woman is an unbearable sight."
Razack argues that it becomes preferable to simply ban veiled women from public places so that Westerners
no longer have to think about their existence.
"Bans enable us to refuse to see," Razack explains. In recent years, public space for all Muslims in general, but
specifically also women, has been shrinking rapidly.
Razack also pointed out that a major issue during the development of these bans it that women are often times left out
of the conversation, unable to contribute their opinions, and that the laws (requiring either unveiling and veiling) "don't
pay attention to what women want."
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Torrance Daily Breeze (California)
April 8, 2017

Fears of violence against Jews and Muslims growing
Adelle M. Banks
For the first time, a majority of Americans has voiced concern about violence against Jews, polling by the AntiDefamation League shows.
While 52 percent of Americans surveyed said they are disturbed about such violence, an even higher percentage, 76
percent, said they are concerned about violence against Muslims.
The ADL commissioned two surveys to determine the mood of the country, one in October 2016 and another from
January through February, as part of its ADL Global 100 project.
It found that 84 percent say it is important for government to be involved in combating anti-Semitism, an increase
from 70 percent in 2014.
"The good news in this research is that today a large majority of Americans do not subscribe to common anti-Semitic
stereotypes," said ADL CEO Jonathan A. Greenblatt. "It's also encouraging that a record number of Americans are
concerned about violence against the Jewish and Muslim communities, and are troubled at how intolerance has
infected our politics."
The survey found a slight increase in Americans with anti-Semitic views, totaling 14 percent of the population. That
figure, which was 12 percent in 2013, is based on responses to 11 questions that might indicate "anti-Semitic
propensities."
In a separate question, 30 percent of Americans said they believed that "Jews were responsible for the death of Christ,"
an increase from 25 percent in 2013.
Researchers found that most Americans do not view President Trump as personally anti-Semitic but almost half, 49
percent, said he should have done more to discourage anti-Semitism during the presidential campaign.
In July, then-candidate Trump tweeted a faux newsmagazine cover showing a photo of Democratic presidential
nominee Hillary Clinton against a backdrop of hundred-dollar bills. On the right, in a red, six-pointed star, were the
words "Most Corrupt Candidate Ever!" He later deleted the tweet after an uproar over the star, which was seen as an
anti-Semitic use of the Star of David.
Many Jewish groups were also alarmed at Trump's refusal during the campaign to call out David Duke and other white
supremacists who spread anti-Jewish hatred.
More than two-thirds, 68 percent, said they believed rhetoric in the 2016 campaign decreased tolerance and a respect
for people of all religions and races.
For the first time, the ADL looked at the attitudes of U.S. Muslims about Jews and their own place in American
society. About a third, 34 percent, were found to hold anti-Semitic views, compared with 55 percent of Muslims in
Europe and 75 percent of Muslims in the Middle East and North Africa.
The vast majority of Muslim Americans, 89 percent, are concerned about violence directed at them and U.S.
Muslim institutions and 64 percent said they don't believe the government is doing enough to keep them safe.
While 72 percent said they don't believe they need to hide their faith, 66 percent said they feel less safe since
Trump's election.
The new president has signed two executive orders banning nationals of seven - later six - Muslim-majority nations
from visiting the U.S. Judges blocked both orders. His chief strategist, former Breitbart executive Steve Bannon, has
long argued that Americans are in a war with radical Islam.
The polls are based on 3,600 U.S. interviews early this year and another 1,500 interviews in October. The October
survey had an overall margin of error of plus or minus 3 percentage points. The 2017 interviews had a margin of error
for the U.S. general population of plus or minus 1.6 percentage points, and for U.S. Muslims plus or minus 3
percentage points.
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Irish Independent
May 22, 2017

President's latest speech was full of hypocrisy and laced with condescension
Robert Fisk
SO after inventing "fake news", America's crazed president gave the world's Muslims a fake speech. Donald
Trump said he was not in Saudi Arabia to "lecture" - but then told the world's Islamic preachers what to say,
condemned "Islamist terrorism" as if violence was a solely Muslim phenomenon, and then announced like an Old
Testament prophet that he was in "a battle between good and evil". There were no words of compassion, none of
mercy, absolutely not a word of apology for his racist, anti-Muslim speeches of last year.
Even more incredibly, he blamed Iran - rather than Isil - for "fuelling sectarian violence", pitied the Iranian people for
their "despair" a day after they had freely elected a liberal reformer as their president, and demanded the further
isolation of the largest Shiite country in the Middle East. The regime responsible for "so much instability" is Iran. The
Shiite Hezbollah were condemned. So were the Shiite Yemenis. Trump's Sunni Saudi hosts glowed with warmth at
such wisdom.
And this was billed by CNN as a "reset" speech with the Muslim world. For "reset", read "repair", but Trump's diatribe
in Riyadh yesterday was neither a "reset" nor a "repair". It was the lecture he claimed he would not give.
"Every time a terrorist murders an innocent person, and falsely invokes the name of God, it should be an insult to
every person of faith," he announced, utterly ignoring - as he had to - the fact that Saudi Arabia, not Iran, is the
fountainhead of the very Wahhabi Salafist extremism whose "terrorists" murder "innocent people".
He tried to avoid his old racist "radical Islamic extremist" mantra and tried to replace it with "Islamist
extremism" but he apparently fluffed his words and said "Islamic" as well. The subtle difference he was trying
to make in English was thus for Muslims no more than a variation on a theme: terrorists are Muslims.
All this, let us remember, came after Trump had sewn up yet another outrageous arms deal with the Saudis ($110bn)
and the proposed purchase by Qatar of what Trump obscenely referred to as "a lot of beautiful military equipment". It
seems almost fantastical that he should make such a remark only two days before meeting the Pope, who in Cairo two
weeks ago railed along with the Muslim Sheikh of Al Azhar against the evil of arms dealers.
"We are adopting a principled realism, rooted in common values and shared interests," Trump told the Saudis and the
leaders of another 50 Muslim nations yesterday.
But what on earth are those values? What values do the Americans share with the head-chopping, misogynist,
undemocratic, dictatorial Saudis other than arms sales and oil? Determination And when Trump said that "our friends
will never question our support, and our enemies will never doubt our determination", were his friends supposed to
be the Saudis? Or the "Islamic world" - which should surely include Iran and Syria and Yemen - and the warring
militias of Libya? As for "enemies", was he talking about Isil? Or Russia? Or Syria? Or Iran, whose newly elected
president surely wants peace with America? Or was he - as part of the Muslim world will conclude with good reason
- declaring his friendship with the Sunni Muslims of the world and his enmity towards the Shia Muslims? For that,
ultimately, was what the Riyadh speech-fest 'There was no apology for last year's racist, anti-Muslim speeches' was
all about. Take this little quotation: "We will make decisions based on real-world outcomes - not inflexible ideology.
We will be guided by the lessons of experience, not the confines of rigid thinking. And, wherever possible, we will
seek gradual reforms - not sudden intervention." Now let's parse this little horror.
"Decisions based on real-world outcomes" means brutal pragmatism. "Gradual reforms" indicates that the US will do
nothing for human rights and take no steps to prevent crimes against humanity - unless they are committed by Iran,
Syria, Iraqi Shiites, the Lebanese Shiite Hezbollah or Yemeni Shiite Houthis.
It was all about "partnership", we were supposed to believe. It was about a "coalition". You bet it would be. For
America is not going to bleed as it did in Iraq and Afghanistan. It is the Arabs who must bleed as they fight each other,
encouraged by the biggest arms supplier of them all.
Thus Trump lectured them on their need to share "their part of the burden". The Arabs will be "united and strong" as
"the forces of good". If the battle is between "decent people of all religions" and "barbaric criminals" - "between good
and evil" - as Trump implied, it was significant, was it not, that this battle was to start in the "sacred land" of Sunni
Saudi Arabia? By the time Trump reached the bit in which he threatened the bad guys - "if you choose the path of
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terror, your life will be empty, your life will be brief, and your soul will be condemned" - he sounded like a speechwriter for Isil.
Apparently Trump's actual speech was partly the work of the very man who wrote out his ridiculed (and failed) legal
attempt to ban Muslims of seven nations from the United States. All in all, quite a "reset".
Trump talked of peace but was preparing the Arabs for a Sunni-Shia war.
The fawning leaders of the Muslim world, needless to say, clapped away when the mad president of America had
finished speaking. But did they understand what his words really portended? (© Independent News Service)
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The National (Scotland)
May 21, 2017

Trump calls for unity on Syria and accuses Assad of 'unspeakable crimes' as
he arrives in Egypt
George Gaynor
DONALD Trump has called on countries around the world to work together to restore stability and end the
humanitarian crisis in Syria, as he accused the country's president, Bashar al-Assad, of committed "unspeakable
crimes" with the backing of Iran.
In an address to Muslim leaders in Saudi Arabia, the US president denounced Iranian aggression and said the "longestsuffering victims" were the Iranian people.
He said they have "endured hardship and despair" under the reckless pursuit of conflict and terror by their leaders.
"Among Iran's most tragic and destabilising interventions have been in Syria," Trump said. "Bolstered by Iran, Assad
has committed unspeakable crimes, and the United States has taken firm action in response to the use of banned
chemical weapons by the Assad regime, launching 59 Tomahawk missiles at the Syrian air base from where that
murderous attack originated.
"Responsible nations must work together to end the humanitarian crisis in Syria, eradicate ISIS, and restore stability
to the region.
"The Iranian regime's longest-suffering victims are its own people. Iran has a rich history and culture, but the people
of Iran have endured hardship and despair under their leaders' reckless pursuit of conflict and terror.
"Until the Iranian regime is willing to be a partner for peace, all nations of conscience must work together to isolate
Iran, deny it funding for terrorism, and pray for the day when the Iranian people have the just and righteous government
they deserve."
Earlier, in his address to the Arab-Islamic American Summit in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Trump said every nation had
to share the burden of rooting out terrorism.
"Every nation has an absolute duty to ensure that terrorists find no quarter on its soil," he said.
Trump said terrorist groups "do nothing to inspire but kill" and all countries must work together to "honestly" confront
"the crisis of Islamic extremists and the Islamists and Islamic terror of all kinds".
He sought to change perceptions of his past Islamophobia, which was evidenced by his attempts to ban people from a
number of Muslim-majority countries entering America, and urged leaders from Muslim countries to confront
"Islamist extremism". He stopped short of any reference to "radical Islamic terrorism" - a key term he used frequently
to garner support during his election campaign, and which he condemned former president Barack Obama for failing
to say.
Trump used his first major foreign policy speech as president to say the fight against terrorism "is not a battle between
different faiths, different sects, or different civilisations".
He said: "This is a battle between those who seek to obliterate human life and those who seek to protect it. Terrorists
don't worship God. They worship death."
The president added that the US was prepared to stand with those leaders he was addressing in the fight against
extremists, adding: "America is prepared to stand with you. But the nations of the Middle East cannot wait for
American power to crush this enemy for them.
"We are not here to lecture, we are not here to tell other people how to live ... or how to worship. Instead, we are here
to offer partnership, based on shared interests and values."
Trump urged the leaders to drive extremists "out of your places of worship. Drive them out of your community. Drive
them out of your holy land".
He is hoping to craft a regional security framework that allows the US to reduce its financial and military role by
helping traditional allies enhance their capabilities.
The US had sought a coalition of nations in the Middle East with the aim of "stamping out extremism", and Trump
vowed to "strengthen America's oldest friendships, and to seek new partners in pursuit of peace".
Trump promised that "America will not seek to impose our way of life on others, but to outstretch our hands in the
spirit of cooperation and trust".
He said: "Will we be indifferent in the presence of evil? Will we protect our citizens from its violent ideology? Will
we let its venom spread through our societies? Will we let it destroy the most holy sites on Earth?
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"If we do not confront this deadly terror, we know what the future will bring - more suffering and despair."
King Salman of Saudi Arabia said he was committed to stamping out Daesh and other terrorist organisations, and
called Iran "the spearhead of global terrorism".
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Sunday Independent
May 21, 2017

RED CARPET FOR TRUMP IN SAUDI; King greets US President from
plane and billboards flash 'together we prevail' in stark contrast to Obama
visit, writes Julie Pace
US President Donald Trump, in the first stop of his maiden trip abroad, received a regal welcome yesterday in Saudi
Arabia, feted by the wealthy kingdom as he aims to forge strong alliances to combat terrorism while pushing past the
multiple controversies threatening to engulf his young administration.
Trump arrived in Riyadh after an overnight flight and was welcomed by an elaborate airport ceremony punctuated by
a military flyover and a handshake from Saudi King Salman.
Trump is the only American president to make Saudi Arabia, or any majority Muslim country, his first stop overseas
- a choice designed in part to show respect to the region after more than a year of Trump's harsh anti-Muslim campaign
rhetoric.
The visit kicks off an ambitious international debut for Trump. After two days of meetings in Saudi Arabia, Trump
will travel to Israel, have an audience with Pope Francis at the Vatican, and meet allies at a Nato summit in Brussels
and the Group of Seven powerful nations in Sicily.
Trump waved from the doorway after Air Force One touched down then descended the staircase with First Lady
Melania. King Salman (81), who used a cane for support, was brought to the steps of the plane in a golf cart. The
leaders exchanged pleasantries and Trump said it was "a great honour" to be in the kingdom.
Several jets then flew overhead leaving a red, white and blue trail.
Soon after, Trump tweeted for the first time on international soil as president. "Great to be in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.
Looking forward to the afternoon and evening ahead," he wrote.
At a later ceremony at the grand Saudi Royal Court, the king placed the Collar of Abdulaziz Al Saud, the nation's
highest civilian honour, around Trump's neck. The medal, given to Trump "for his efforts to strengthen ties in the
region", has also been bestowed on Russian President Vladimir Putin, British Prime Minister Theresa May and
Trump's predecessor Barack Obama.
The king and Trump were overheard discussing natural resources and arms, and the king bemoaned the destruction
caused by Syria's civil war.
Despite his domestic troubles, Trump was warmly received in Saudi Arabia in contrast to his predecessor. Saudi's
ruling family grew deeply frustrated with Obama's detente with Iran and his restrained approach on Syria. The king
did not greet Obama at the airport when he visited last year.
Billboards featuring images of Trump and the king emblazoned with the motto "Together we prevail" dotted Riyadh's
highways, while Trump's hotel was bathed in red, white and blue lights and, at times, an image of the president's face.
Trump arrived as Iran's President Hassan Rouhani won re-election by a wide margin, giving the moderate cleric a
second, four-year term to continue pushing for greater freedoms and outreach to the wider world.
For a president who campaigned on an "America first" platform, the trip is crucial for US allies to size up Trump's
commitment to decades-long partnerships while trying to move behind his previous controversial statements.
In a sweetener for Saudi Arabia, US officials announced a military sales deal of about $110bn ((EURO)98bn) effective
immediately, plus another $350bn ((EURO)312bn) over the next 10 years. The package includes tanks, combat ships,
missile defence systems, radar and communications, and cybersecurity technology.
After spending much of yesterday's meeting with King Salman and other royal family members, Trump ended the day
at a banquet at the Murabba Palace. Today, he'll hold meetings with more than 50 Arab and Muslim leaders converging
on Riyadh for a regional summit focused largely on combating Isil and other extremist groups.
Trump dodged one potential landmine when Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir, who has been indicted on war crime
and genocide charges, announced that he would not attend the summit for personal reasons.
The centrepiece of Trump's visit is a speech today at the Arab-Islamic-American summit. White House aides view the
address as a counter to Obama's 2009 speech to the Muslim world, which Trump criticised as too apologetic for US
actions in the region.
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Trump will call for unity in the fight against radicalism in the Muslim world, casting the challenge as a "battle
between good and evil" and urging Arab leaders to "drive out the terrorists from your places of worship",
according to a draft of the speech seen by reporters. The draft notably refrains from mentioning democracy and
human rights - topics Arab leaders often view as US moralising - in favour of more limited goals of peace and stability.
It also abandons some of the anti-Muslim rhetoric that defined Trump's campaign and does not contain the words
"radical Islamic terror", a phrase Trump repeatedly criticised Hillary Clinton for not using during last year's
campaign.
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The Independent - Daily Edition
May 22, 2017

'A battle between good and evil' - Trump Saudi speech; President's first
address abroad takes aim at terrorism and decries Iran whilst administration
seals a $110bn arms deal
RACHAEL REVESZ

Donald Trump said the struggle against violent extremism was a "battle between good and evil" as he urged countries
in the Middle East to combat radicalisation.
In the grand King Abdulaziz Conference Centre, with crystal chandeliers and gold-rimmed side tables laden with
snacks and sterling silver pens, leaders of 50 Arab and Islamic nations listened to Mr Trump's first official speech to
leaders abroad since his inauguration.
Contrary to his predecessor in Cairo in 2009, Mr Trump did not issue the traditional greeting of "As-salamu alaykum",
but insisted he was there to "deliver a message of friendship, hope and love".
"This is not a battle between different faiths, different sects, or different civilisations," he told the room. "This is a
battle between barbaric criminals who seek to obliterate human life, and decent people of all religions who seek to
protect it. This is a battle between good and evil."
He promised to show determination to his "enemies" and to fight violent extremism by "gradual reforms", and would
not "seek to impose our [American] way of life on others".
"But the nations of the Middle East cannot wait for American power to crush this enemy for them," he said.
The President's speech, reportedly written by White House aide Stephen Miller, at the Arab Islamic American Summit
comes after months of engaging in what critics described as anti-Muslim rhetoric, stoking prejudice against Muslims
who lived in the US and around the world.
Mr Trump, who blamed Iran for instability in the Middle East, was welcomed by the Saudi King as a "friend" to his
"second home" country of Saudi Arabia, and the King vowed to "confront this scourge [of terrorism] that poses a
danger to all of humanity".
The President previously accused Saudi Arabia of masterminding the 9/11 attacks which killed close to 3,000 people,
but made no mention of that at the summit. He also did not mention the atrocities committed in Yemen by Saudi
Arabia, as he promoted arms contracts between the US and Saudi Arabia.
"We will be sure to help our Saudi friends to get a good deal from our great American defence companies, the greatest
anywhere in the world," Mr Trump said.
"This will help Saudi Arabia to take a far greater role in defence and security and all roles having to do with security."
Human Rights Watch campaigners have argued that US officials are at risk of legal liability for human rights violations
by selling arms to the Saudis.
Mr Trump also appealed to Saudi Arabia to "let young Muslim men and women create a new prosperity for
themselves".
"We have to let them do it," he said.
He added that Saudi Arabia and its neighbours had great potential to become a place where "newcomers flock", instead
of creating an exodus of refugees, as well as to become a new centre of economic activity.
He pointed to 9/11 - but did not mention the terrorists' origin - the shootings in an Orlando nightclub last summer and
in San Bernardino, as well as the Boston bombings. He acknowledged, however, that Middle Eastern countries had
"borne the brunt" of attacks with 95 per cent of terrorism victims being Muslim.
He said Hamas and Hezbollah were also terrorist organisations, like al-Qaeda and Isis, and were responsible for
"generations of vanished dreams".
"Drive them out," he repeated of the terrorists. "Drive them out, drive them out of this Earth."
Besides his speech, the President signed a "joint vision statement", several private sector contracts, and $110 billion
(£84.4m) worth of defence cooperation agreements, equating to an investment of around $350 billion (£268.5m) over
a decade.
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As the attendees waited for the ceremony to start on Sunday, US National Economic Council Director Gary Cohn
wandered towards the pool of reporters and told them that the Saudis would "invest a lot of money in the US and have
a lot of US companies invest and build things over here... They're going to hire US companies???.a bunch of
infrastructure related things??? A lot of money. Big dollars. Big dollars."
Press Secretary Sean Spicer also claimed the Saudi Arabia arms deal was the largest in history and would create
thousands of US jobs.
Another main takeaway from the White House was the memorandum of understanding between Secretary of State
Rex Tillerson and officials from six Persian Gulf states to prosecute individuals who finance terrorism.
Mr Trump has appointed allegedly anti-Islam aides into the closest circles of the White House, including Stephen
Miller, Steve Bannon, Kellyanne Conway and KT McFarland.
He previously said he saw Muslims "cheering and clapping" as the Twin Towers fell, and proposed in December 2015
to ban all Muslims from entering the US.
This intention was scrubbed from Mr Trump's website after he won the election, but was replaced with an executive
order banning immigrants and refugees for at least 90 days from seven Muslim-majority countries. The ban was
knocked down by a federal judge in Washington. The replacement ban lifted restrictions from green card holders and
Iraqis, but was also struck down by federal courts.
The number of hate crimes and attacks against Muslims spiked by 67 per cent in 2015, noted the FBI, the same
year Mr Trump was campaigning for President. In the first three months of 2017, the number of attacks against
mosques doubled compared to the same period in 2016.
The attacks led to Khizr Khan, the father of the slain American Muslim solider during the Iraq War, to claim
last December that American Muslims' "fear is real".
Before Mr Trump returns to the US, he will meet Israeli leaders and the Pope.
In his speech, he was determinedly optimistic about his mission and the message his words would bring. It was difficult
to judge leaders' immediate reactions, watching the rows of deadpan faces in the conference centre.
"With God's help, this summit could be remembered as the beginning of peace in the Middle East and maybe all the
world," Mr Trump declared.
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Schoolgirls join rising violence in Kashmir
Rahul Bedi
MADE fearless and defiant by anger, they are the new generation of faces that capture the rising frustrations of nearly
30 years of Islamic insurgency in Indian-controlled Kashmir.
In one image from the state capital of onth, Srinagar that went viral across India last month, an affluent teenage girl
in school uniform cradles a volleyball under one arm while hurling rocks with the other.
In another extraordinary group of schoolgirls, still snug on their surrounded an Indian armoured vehicle, kicking doors
and calling upon bewildered security personnel to fire upon them if rdinary scene a rls, schoolbags r backs, surn army
arkicking the on the bewilonnel inside they dared.
"Is it not better to die challenging the situation once and for all than to live with it and die a slow death every day?"
one of the 14-year-olds involved in the assault told The Daily Telegraph.
Such are the simmering frustrations in Kashmir that three years after the Hindu-nationalist Narendra Modi won power
in New Delhi, experts now warn that coming summer months will be "crucial" to the future of India's only Muslimmajority province. "The situation is worse in terms of atmospherics, because the alienation and anger of young
Kashmiris is now out of control," said Amarjit Dulat, former head of the Research and Analysis Wing, India's overseas
intelligence gathering agency.
"There is a sense of hopelessness with villagers, students and even schoolgirls coming out onto the streets. This has
never happened in the past."
Senior security officials in Srinagar described the situation as "incendiary" and "flashpoint-fragile" after months of
unrest this year in the region where 70,000 have died during the 28-year insurgency against Indian rule.
In Srinagar the deceptive calm across its narrow, traffic congested streets and those of smaller surrounding towns, can
evaporate instantly with clashes between the security forces and rock-hurling students erupting without notice.
"There is an overwhelming sense of siege in Kashmir and levels of isolation amongst locals have peaked," a security
official in-charge of Kashmir told the Telegraph, declining to be identified.
The civil administration, he warned is non-functional, militants are increasingly being looked upon as saviours by the
public and a civil disobedience movement involving a majority of Kashmiris is expanding "exponentially". "Kashmiris
have lost all hope for peace in their lifetime and are resigned to a lifetime of violence" said Siddiq Wahid, a Kashmir
historian.
Kashmiris blame the upsurge in violence on the reverberations from the hardline Hindu-nationalism of Mr
Modi's Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), with its anti-Islam rhetoric.
And on the frequent attacks by Hindu "cow protection vigilante groups" on Muslim cattle traders across the country.
"The wave of Hindu fanaticism sweeping across India is hardening postures in Kashmir," said Khurram Parvez, a
human rights activist from the Jammu Kashmir Coalition of Civil Liberty.
"There are no moderates espousing peace left in Kashmir any more. Mentally we are all militants."
Hindus comprise around 80 per cent of India's population of 1.3billion, while Muslims are some 15 per cent, totalling
around 180million.
Since the Kashmiri insurgency started in 1989, India has blamed Pakistan - which controls a third of Kashmir
- for fuelling the unrest.
Islamabad had denied the allegations, claiming it provided the Kashmir freedom struggle only moral,
diplomatic and political support.
Following more violence last weekend, tensions are expected only to rise with the re-introduction of random searches
by the Indian army after a 15-year lay-off.
The searches were ordered after the kidnap and murder of a newly-commissioned Kashmiri army subaltern who had
returned home on leave.
REUTERS Military analysts warned the "sweep operations" by the army could prove counterproductive - and might
even trigger a return to the furious militancy of the Nineties.
India and Pakistan have also fought two of their three wars over the disputed state and an 11-week long military
skirmish on Kashmir's icy slopes in the Kargil region in 1999, in which 1,200 soldiers from both sides died.
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"This clampdown could trigger a blowback that will only aggravate anti-India sentiment in Kashmir" said retired
Brigadier Rahul Bhonsle of Strategic Foresight Asia, a New Delhi think-tank.
"It will only exacerbate the challenge of containing Kashmir's spiralling violence."
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The West knows where this terror came from - but is still ignoring it
Patrick Cockburn Defence
In the wake of the massacre in Manchester, people rightly warn against blaming the entire Muslim community in
Britain and the world. Certainly one of the aims of those who carry out such atrocities is to provoke the communal
punishment of all Muslims, thereby alienating a portion of them who will then become open to recruitment by Isis
and Al-Qaeda clones.
This approach of not blaming Muslims in general but targeting "radicalisation" or simply "evil" may appear sensible
and moderate, but in practice it makes the motivation of the killers in Manchester or the Bataclan theatre in Paris in
2015 appear vaguer and less identifiable than it really is.
Such generalities have the unfortunate effect of preventing people pointing an accusing finger at the variant of Islam
which certainly is responsible for preparing the soil for the beliefs and actions likely to have inspired the suicide
bomber Salman Abedi.
The ultimate inspiration for such people is Wahhabism, the puritanical, fanatical and regressive type of Islam
dominant in Saudi Arabia, whose ideology is close to that of Al-Qaeda and Isis. This is an exclusive creed,
intolerant of all who disagree with it such as secular liberals, members of other Muslim communities such as the Shia
or women resisting their chattellike status.
What has been termed Salafijihadism, the core beliefs of Isis and Al-Qaeda, developed out of Wahhabism, and carried
its beliefs to terror groups as a logical and violent conclusion. Shia and Yazidis were not just heretics in the eyes of
this movement, which was a sort of Islamic Khmer Rouge, but sub-humans who should be massacred or enslaved.
Any woman who transgresses against repressive social mores should be savagely punished. Faith should be
demonstrated by a public death of the believer, slaughtering the unbelievers, be they the 86 Shia children being
evacuated by bus from their homes in Syria on 15 April or the butchery of young fans at a pop concert in Manchester
on Monday night.
The real causes of "radicalisation" have long been known, but the Government, the BBC and others seldom, if ever,
refer to it because they do not want to offend the Saudis or be accused of anti-Islamic bias. It is much easier to say,
piously but quite inaccurately, that Isis and Al-Qaeda and their murderous foot soldiers "have nothing to do with
Islam". This has been the track record of US and UK governments since 9/11. They will look in any direction except
Saudi Arabia when seeking the causes of terrorism.
President Donald Trump (inset) has been justly denounced and derided in the US for last Sunday accusing Iran and,
in effect, the Shia community of responsibility for the wave of terrorism that has engulfed the region when it ultimately
emanates from one small but immensely influential Sunni sect. One of the great cultural changes in the world over the
past 50 years is the way in which Wahhabism, once an isolated splinter group, has become an increasingly dominant
influence over main stream Sunni Islam, thanks to Saudi financial support.
A further sign of the Salafi-jihadi impact is the choice of targets: the attacks on the Bataclan theatre in Paris in 2015,
a gay nightclub in Orlando, Florida, in 2016, and the Manchester Arena this week have one thing in common. They
were all frequented by young people enjoying entertainment and a lifestyle which made them an Isis or Al-Qaeda
target. But these are also events where the mixing of men and women or the very presence of homosexuals is
denounced by puritan Wahhabis and Salafi-jihadis alike. They both live in a cultural environment in which the
demonisation of such people and activities is the norm, though their response may differ.
The culpability of Western governments for terrorist attacks on their own citizens is glaring, but is seldom even
referred to. Leaders want to have a political and commercial alliance with Saudi Arabia and the Gulf oil states. They
have never held them to account for supporting a repressive and sectarian ideology which is likely to have inspired
Salman Abedi in Manchester. Details of his motivation may be lacking, but the target of his attack and the method of
his death is classic Al-Qaeda and Isis mode of operating. The reason these two demonic organisations were able to
survive and expand despite the billions - perhaps trillions - of dollars, spent on "the War on Terror" after 9/11 is that
those responsible for stopping them deliberately missed the target and have gone on doing so.
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After 9/11, President George W Bush portrayed Iraq - not Saudi Arabia - as the enemy; in a re-run of history, Mr
Trump is ludicrously accusing Iran of being the source of most terrorism in the Middle East. This is the real 9/11
conspiracy, beloved of crackpots worldwide, but there is nothing secret about the deliberate blindness of British and
US governments to the source of the beliefs that have inspired the massacres of which Manchester is only the latest and certainly not the last - horrible example. THE INDEPENDENT
The US and the UK will look in any direction but Saudi Arabia.
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ALLAHU AKBAR... LET'S BEHEAD A SCREW
OMAR WAHID AND MARTIN BECKFORD

A JAILED jihadi was put in segregation for plotting to behead prison guards - but a judge has ruled that the
move breached his human rights.
Nadir Syed, 24, was placed in isolation at the top-security Woodhill jail after he led other Muslim inmates in
chanting Allahu Akbar' (God is Great'), banging on cell doors and threatening to decapitate warders.
Documents seen by The Mail on Sunday reveal that staff were warned not to be left alone with him to prevent the risk
of hostage-taking', while Syed had also claimed he would radicalise the whole unit' in another prison. But Syed,
serving a life sentence for planning to behead a poppy-seller in a Lee Rigby-style attack, successfully sued the Ministry
of Justice after he was placed in a unit by himself.
The astonishing revelation comes just two days after the Government announced a flagship policy to tackle
radicalisation behind bars, with special prisons within prisons' being set up this summer to hold the most dangerous
extremists.
Ministers are taking the drastic step amid growing concern that hundreds of vulnerable inmates are at risk of having
their minds warped by extremists and being turned into terrorists when they are released.
Last night Philip Davies, the Tory MP for Shipley who sits on the Justice Select Committee, said: It's all right for the
judge respecting the human rights of the prisoner, but what about the human rights of the prison staff he was
threatening to behead? The reason why so many people have lost faith in the justice system is because you get
ridiculous decisions like that.'
He added: I welcome the new separation centres for extremist prisoners because they often target other, more
vulnerable prisoners and radicalise them. But there is a risk that extremist inmates will launch legal action against the
new jails on human rights grounds, and a judge might rule in their favour and undermine the whole thing.'
Syed, from Hounslow, West London, is serving life for plotting to behead a poppy-seller on Remembrance Sunday
with a 12in kitchen knife, inspired by the killing of Fusilier Lee Rigby on the streets of London four years ago. When
he was sentenced to a minimum of 15 years last year, Syed was told he may never be released to protect the public.
But chillingly, he remains intent on carrying out a beheading, even while locked up in Britain's most secure institutions.
According to court documents, the authorities claim that while he was on remand before his trial began, Syed had
commented that, if he were convicted (as he was in December 2015), he would carry out the act that he was in prison
for (that is, the act of preparing for an act of terrorism by acquiring a knife in order to kill, and behead, a person)'.
Just weeks after he was found guilty of preparation of terrorist acts, he was heard making murderous threats at
Category A Woodhill jail in Buckinghamshire. On the morning of January 7, 2016, there were reports that the
claimant was part of a group of prisoners who were hitting cell doors, stating that officers oppressed Muslims,
shouting Allahu Akbar and uttering threats of beheading,' according to the High Court judgment.
When a guard entered Syed's cell, the prisoner said that if officers violated one [Muslim] brother, they violate all',
making more threats to behead prison staff all morning.
He then tried to get one particular officer to come into his cell, which the judge concluded was an aggressive act and,
indeed, reflects the same kind of hostility that had led to the act resulting in his conviction'. Syed was put in a
segregation cell shortly afterwards, and weeks later was placed in a secure wing called the Central Managing
Challenging Behaviour Unit (CMCBSU), because of the threat he posed to guards, and because of the fear that he was
inciting other inmates to attack warders.
A Prison Service assessment of him said: Mr Syed has a lot of intelligence stating that he has intentions to take staff
hostage and behead them. He is also documented inciting others to disruptive behaviour and at HMP Belmarsh took
part in this in the segregation unit, at the time he was also calling out "this is jihad", and he threatened to radicalise
the whole unit. Mr Syed presents a risk to others, especially staff and should be treated as such at all times. Staff are
not to be alone with him to prevent the risk of hostage-taking.'
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Despite the danger that he posed to staff, a High Court judge has ruled that Woodhill prison breached Syed's human
rights by locking him in the CMCBSU.
His lawyers argued that restricting his ability to talk to other prisoners breached his right to respect for his private life
under Article 8 of the controversial European Convention on Human Rights.
And Mr Justice Lewis agreed that Syed's confinement was unlawful because the prison authorities did not notify him
beforehand that he was to be placed in the unit, and thereby give him an opportunity to respond. The detention was
unlawful' because it was procedurally flawed'. In a ruling seen by this newspaper, the judge said: There has been an
interference with the claimant's right to respect for his private life and... the interference was not justified.'
The Ministry of Justice has refused to say if Syed is back at a normal cell at Woodhill. Last night a spokesman would
say only: We are considering the implications of this judgment carefully, including whether to appeal.'
Syed's case highlights the danger that jihadi prisoners pose in British jails. Of the 13,000 Muslim inmates in the
country's prisons, about 1,000 are either extremists or are vulnerable to radicalisation, a parliamentary report found
last year.
Some of Britain's most dangerous extremists are believed to have been radicalised while in custody. Westminster
killer Khalid Masood, 52, is believed to have converted to Islam in prison and became radicalised. Richard Reid, 44,
the Briton who was convicted in the US of trying to blow up an airliner with a bomb hidden in his shoe, is also believed
to have converted to Islam while in prison.
The problem is deemed so serious that the Ministry of Justice has revealed it will open a prison within a prison' in the
maximum-security Frankland facility in County Durham in the coming weeks. It will be followed by two more in
other jails.
Michael Adebolajo, 32, who killed Fusilier Rigby in South-East London in 2013, is in Frankland, as is Dhiren Barot,
45, who was convicted in 2006 of a plot to explode a radioactive dirty bomb' in London. Experts believe other
notorious extremists such as hate preacher Anjem Choudary, 50, the leader of the banned group Al-Muhajiroun, will
be locked up at the new separation centre in Frankland.
Critics have described the jail within a jail' as Britain's answer to Guantanamo Bay, but the MoJ says the move is
essential to protect other inmates from being radicalised.
The MoJ also said far-Right extremists will be put in the special centres with the jihadis. A briefing note says: Referral
to a Separation Centre is non-discriminatory and may include Right-wing extremists or religious extremists.'
Currently, prisoners considered a risk can be held in segregation in their cells. About 60 of the country's most
dangerous criminals are taken out of main wings and locked up in Closed Supervision Centres, with little human
contact. Others are put in less restrictive Managing Challenging Behaviour Strategy Units, where they are closely
monitored but are allowed to mix with fellow inmates. Now the MoJ is creating three new Separation Centres' for
extremists deemed a threat to national security or who are trying to radicalise inmates.
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Muslims in Ireland: a growing community that's keen for more integration
The 2016 census found there are 63,000 Muslims in Ireland and many of them were born here.
JOHN MEAGHER spoke to members of the community who find Ireland a welcoming place and who are determined
to ward off any radicalisation Ahmed Adnan says he gave a lot thought to the name of the social club he decided to
set up in order to bring together Ireland-based Muslims of all strands, nationalities, ages and genders.
He settled on 'Happy Muslim Family'. It's a title, he believes, that has turned out to be entirely apt. "We have so much
fun together," he says. "It's a way that we can get to know each other and make friends and for the past few years, up
to 50 of us have gone away together to different parts of Ireland."
Adnan (46) is a father-of-five from Iraq. An architect by profession, he and his family found refuge here in 2001.
Dublin has made quite a change from the turmoil of his native land and it feels like home now.
"People are kind in this country," he says, over a mint tea in the Golden Olive restaurant at the Islamic Cultural Centre
of Ireland, Clonskeagh, Dublin. "My family has been made to feel welcome here and that means so much. You hear
about intolerance towards Muslims elsewhere in Europe, but I have seen very little sign of that."
It's Friday afternoon and this large centre not far from the University College Dublin campus is packed with people.
It's an important day for prayer and an opportunity for the community to come together. It is so busy that a security
guard is compelled to close the gate to cars, and late arrivals have to try to find parking along the busy thoroughfare
outside.
An ice-cream van attracts scores of younger Muslims. Most of the females wear the hijab - the traditional headscarf but some are clothed in the full body burka where every part of the body, with the exception of the eyes, are covered.
Almost all have south Dublin accents - they've either been born here or moved to the city at a young age.
A GROWING COMMUNITY The latest census figures reveal the Muslim population in Ireland to be in excess of
63,000. It's almost half the total number of Church of Ireland members. And the number has grown steadily in 30
years: the figure stood around the 2,000-mark in the late 1980s.
Not far from Clonskeagh, on the South Circular Road, Ireland's busiest mosque is to be found. New arrivals who
worship at Dublin Mosque for the THEMOSQUE THATNEVERWAS It was set to be the biggest new mosque in
Europe. Located 10km from O'Connell Street, in the Clongriffin district of north Dublin, this new Islamic Cultural
Centre was set to be built in a six-acre zone featuring a complex of buildings that would total a whopping 5,000 square
metres.
And it wasn't just a mosque - the site also was set to house a primary and secondary school, gym and swimming pool
plus a conference centre capable of accommodating 3,000 people.
It received planning permission in 2013 and developer Gannon Homes was in situ to build the facility.
Four years later, there's no sign of minarets in Clongriffin. Not a single brick was laid and the story that generated
much media interest at the time has been quietly forgotten about. But not to Abdul Haseeb, who was the project
coordinator. "It is very disappointing," he says. "There is a huge need in Ireland for such a mosque to cater for the
growing Muslim population."
Local TD Tommy Broughan, who objected to the mosque on the grounds of increased traffic, said he had been told
by the developer that it would not be going ahead because of lack of funding by the proposers.
But Haseeb believes the upsurge in the economy meant the project was sacrificed for more lucrative business.
"Property prices have been shooting up since then," he says, "and there are plans now to build homes there."
Gannon Homes - which did not respond to Review before going to print - is planning to build a large apartment
complex in Clongriffin, with one apartment building proposed to rise to 14 floors.
"Today, in Ireland, many Muslims have to pray in makeshift mosques," Haseeb says. "We need somewhere that's
much bigger than what we have in Clonskeagh at present."
Some Muslims don't integrate well and language can be a barrier Abderrahmane Raguragui (46), nursing home care
worker, Dublin The Moroccan native has been living in Ireland since 2001 and has long considered this country to be
his home.
"People are generally very accepting here," he says. "I think if you asked most Muslims living in Ireland, they would
say there's a greater tolerance in this country than elsewhere. It has a very good reputation. My 93-year-old father used
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to come here every six months in the years leading up to his death last year and he loved the place and how friendly
and warm everyone was to him."
The father-of-three - including a 17-yearold daughter, Marwa, who he proudly says is a black belt in the Korean
martial art of tae kwon do - is hoping to undertake a masters in integration studies at Trinity College. "There are great
opportunities for the Muslim community to integrate in this country, but I believe the Government should do more to
help people to integrate.
"I really want to give back to society and there should be a greater incentive for new people to Ireland to be able to
work straight away. Unfortunately, some Muslims don't integrate well and language can be a barrier."
Raguragui goes to his local mosque in Clonskeagh, Dublin, each Friday and enjoys the camaraderie among Muslim
"brothers and sisters". He hasn't experienced any sectarianism himself, but says he knows of other Muslims who have
encountered "light racism".
He says he abhors terrorist atrocities carried out in the name of Islam around the world, but believes Irish people are
unwilling to tar all Muslims with the same brush. He suggests that this country's recent history - where the IRA's
bombing campaign in the UK led to some British people demonising an entire nation - may help with that ability to
recognise that radicals are a world apart from ordinary Muslims.
"And, don't forget, groups like Isis are killing Muslims too. They are not discriminating."
JOHN MEAGHER first time are likely to be surprised to note that for most of its history, this sacred building was a
Christian church, but falling numbers of Presbyterian parishioners led to its sale to the Islamic Foundation of Ireland
in 1983.
It's a home from home for Mahmud, who lives in this part of Dublin 8 but declines to give his surname. "When I first
came to this country, I only knew one other person, but I got to know a lot of brothers thanks to Dublin Mosque.
"I feel comfortable here because it's not always so easy to be accepted in Ireland. When I look at the TV, I always see
white faces. They say there are far more Muslims in Ireland now than ever before, but I don't see that when I think of
politicians or people in public life."
Mahmud's friend, who does not wish to be named, says he feels he can worship in peace in Ireland. "But I think it is
easier to be a Muslim man than a woman," he insists. "I don't think I am easily identifiable as a Muslim, but a woman
is. I know some of them who have not always been treated well when they walk along the street here. But it is rarely
adults who call them names - it is the children. They do not understand our traditions. But they should not be afraid
of us. We are peaceful people and it hurts me as much as anyone when monsters kill others in the name of Allah."
THE RADICALISATION RISK Shaykh Umar Al-Qadri, the Imam of Blanchardstown Mosque, west Dublin, is one
of the more outspoken Muslim clerics. On the whole, he says relations between Muslims and non-Muslims are strong
in Ireland, but he says he is concerned that some of the younger newcomers are at risk of radicalisation.
"Our Muslim leaders need to do more to speak out against extremism and to engage with the wider community," he
says, adding that he is already seen the sort of mistakes here that have led to problems in his native Netherlands. "If
people feel marginalised, there's a greater chance that they will fall into the trap of extremism.
"For many years, the sort of Muslims coming to Ireland were professionals who were keen to integrate. Many of them
come from a medical background. But, more recently, we've had asylum seekers from overwhelmingly Muslim
countries and they can find it very difficult to fit in. Sometimes there's a language barrier, or they can't find meaningful
work. Some come with a hardline view of Islam that is not compatible with an Irish or European brand of Islam."
Al-Qadri believes the Government has a part to play. "Maybe, like gender balance, they need to compel companies to
employ a certain proportion of 'new Irish' or new arrivals here. When people feel part of a community and valued, the
risk of radicalisation disappears."
It's a sentiment echoed by Rachel Woodlock, an Australian academic and Muslim convert who lives in Tipperary with
her husband and daughter. "We have to reach out to people who might feel marginalised and they could be the children
of early arrivals who perhaps don't feel a connection with where their parents are from - or a connection to Ireland."
Despite such fears, she believes most fellow 'People were particularly kind to me after the Paris attacks' Muslims she
has met in Ireland feel happy to be here. "In comparison to Australia, Ireland is much more tolerant. There's none of
that toxic political discourse you find in Australia and not nearly as much of the prejudice towards Muslims that you
find in the media there.
"There's an empathy in this country towards otherness and that might be because of Ireland's history - and the fact that
so many people had to emigrate over the years. And there doesn't seem to be the sort of ghettoisation that you get in
other European countries. That can only be a good thing."
Woodlock converted before 9/11 - and she says that infamous terrorist attack changed the conversation about
Muslims. "There's fear there, particularly when non-Muslim people think of sharia law as purely about horrific
punishment. But sharia is a way of living that most Muslims see as a positive thing, and they are appalled by
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the idea of beheadings and amputations - and the way certain countries like Saudi Arabia have used sharia to
justify their own laws that contravene human rights."
Like any right-thinking person, she is horrified by the terrorist attacks carried out in the name of Islam and has been
heartened that Irish people try to reach out more to Muslims in the wake of such atrocities. "That's certainly my
experience," she says. "After Paris and Westminster, I sensed that people were especially kind to me when they saw I
was clearly a Muslim thanks to the hijab. That means a lot."
For Colette Colfer, lecturer of world religions at the Waterford Institute of Technology (WIT), integration is a twoway thing. "It can't happen properly if one side is not engaged, and it's as much up to the non-Muslim community as
it is to Muslims to make a concerted effort. Sport has been a great way of doing that, but more needs to be done."
THE ALCOHOL BARRIER She says true integration is made more difficult by the significant place for alcohol in
Irish society.
"Alcohol is prohibited in Islam, although that's not to say that every Muslim is a non-drinker. But it does make it
harder for Muslims to feel at one with their neighbour."
She was the organiser of the Irish wing of World Hijab Day in January, which took place at WIT, and was struck by
how such a simple thing as chatting to Muslim women wearing headscarves could change students' attitudes. "There's
definitely a fascination there, but a fear too," she says of the non-Muslim community as a whole. "When people make
the effort, they say that there are more similarities than differences."
Through her own work with Muslims, she has been taken by just how diverse the community is. "They're not just one
homogeneous group," she says. "There are a huge number of nationalities here and they have different takes on Islam.
And, like Catholics, some feel very strong in their faith and others don't.
"The vast majority seem very keen to integrate and many appear to have done that well but, by the same token, I don't
think you can discount the possibility that radical Islam may be happening here. You just hope that vulnerable people
are getting the support they need."
Ahmed Adnan is doing all he can to make sure that his community - particularly those new to Ireland - don't feel
marginalised. "We reach out to everyone," he says, "and, in my experience, the vast majority want to make a positive
impact on this country, which is their home now.
NEXTWEEK:THEJEWS WE SPEAK WITH MEMBERS OF IRELAND'S JEWISH COMMUNITY I came to learn
that Islam is about love Brigid Aylward (37), nurse and convert to Islam, Waterford Originally from the small village
of Mullinavat, Co Kilkenny, Brigid Aylward converted to Islam 10 years ago during time spent working in Saudi
Arabia.
The paediatric nurse at University Hospital Waterford had been baptised Catholic, but her faith was wavering. Through
Islam, she says, she found what she was looking for. Originally, she had been sceptical - especially as women in Saudi
Arabia are compelled to cover up. But once she got to know the people behind the hijabs and burkas, she was
determined to learn more about their religion.
"Their kindness really affected me," she says. "There was a contentment there that was appealing and the more I
discovered about Islam, the more I came to learn that it's about love."
For the first couple of years after her conversion, she didn't don the veil - but that changed in 2010. "I wanted to be
identified as Muslim and the hijab is one way to do that. It's a decision I've never regretted, although sometimes I'm
asked why I wear it. I don't mind people's curiosity and I'm happy to explain it."
Aylward is keen to point out that contrary to some opinions among non-Muslims, the hijab is not a symbol of
oppression. "It's the woman's choice to wear it, not the man's. My husband [Magdi, an Egyptian national] had concerns
about how people might react to me, but I think people have been very accepting, particularly in my workplace."
Many are surprised to learn that not only is she Irish, but this mother-of-four hails from a part of rural Ireland far
removed from the Muslim strongholds of south and west Dublin. "They'll ask me where I'm from and they get a
surprise when I tell them I grew up just up the road.
"Communication is the best way for people to learn more about Muslims and their faiths and tradition, and there have
been some good initiatives lately, including World Hijab Day [which was started by New Yorker Nazra Khan in 2013
in order to fight prejudice], which I took part in earlier this year."
Brigid would like to see Muslims taking a greater role in Irish public life and she's doing her bit: she is among the
organisers of Islam Integrates, a womenonly conference which will be held at the Edmund Rice Centre, Waterford,
next Saturday. "I've met some wonderful people through Islam - life-long friends. And I'm happier now than I ever
have been."
When you wear a hijab you feel closer to God Raneem Saleh (21), medical student, Dublin The fourth-year medicine
student at University College Dublin knew practically nothing of Ireland growing up in Saudi Arabia. But when her
older sister was accepted into Dublin's Royal College of Surgeons' medical school and her entire family decided to
relocate here, she was pleasantly surprised.

Page | 193

"I moved here at 14 and thought Ireland was a place of mountains and sheep but of course the reality, in Dublin
anyway, is very different and I've come to really like living here. It feels like home now."
Saleh believes Ireland is "one of the most accepting countries in which to be Muslim" and is heartened to see the
Muslim population grow significantly in the seven years that she has lived here.
"I'm very involved with the Islamic Society in UCD and, this year, we have 450 members, some of whom are nonMuslim but want to reach out and connect with us." Saleh did not wear a veil in secondary school, but opted to wear
the hijab midway through her first year in college. "The command to wear a hijab is from our holy book, the Koran,"
she says. "It's not an order from men."
She says most of her fellow students treated her no differently than before, but notes that some started to keep their
distance. "There's a lot of misunderstanding out there," she says, noting that some non-Muslim men, wrongly, think it
is not permissible to speak to a woman wearing a veil. She does not wear a burka and says it's unlikely she ever will.
"It's not for me," she says. "When you wear a hijab you feel you are closer to God, so sometimes women feel that
wearing a burka will bring them even closer. But it's up to the individual woman to decide.
"I consider myself to be a feminist, but a feminist who believes that men and women are equal, not that women are
superior."
JOHN MEAGHER
I know some women who ; ; have not always been treated ; ; well when they walk along ; ; the street here. It is
rarely the ; ; adults who call them names ; ; - it is the children ; ;
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Stockholm terrorist attack puts a chokasylum-welcoming Sweden's limits of
tolerance choke-hold on
Johan Ahlander and Mansoor Yosufzai
HOURS after the truck attack that killed four people in the heart of Stockholm, Muslim taxi driver Abdi Dahir
found himself in a suffocating choke-hold from a man sitting in the back seat.
Struggling to breathe, Mr Dahir, who moved to Sweden from Somalia as a child, felt he could die too, at the
hands of an angry passenger who blamed the country's openness to Muslim immigrants for the attack that
afternoon.
"We have done everything for everyone, we have given them mosques, we have given them everything but they
kill our own people. Then we'll kill them," the man growled at Mr Dahir before grabbing him around the neck,
according to an audio recording of the assault.
Mr Dahir, who recorded part of the conversation on his phone, said he had also activated a concealed alarm, prompting
police to intervene. Stockholm police said it was investigating the incident.
"I tried to work, but I'm too nervous to have anyone sitting behind me in the car," Mr Dahir said, his voice still hoarse.
Anti-Muslim anger is putting the Nordic country's deep-rooted liberal traditions to the test, after a man hijacked a beer
truck and rammed it into a busy downtown pedestrian mall.
At the time of the attack, the suspect, 39-year-old Rakhmat Akilov, from Uzbekistan, had applied for asylum but had
been rejected and faced an expulsion order, making him one of more than 12,000 people wanted for deportation in
Sweden. In court on Tuesday his lawyer said he had confessed to a terrorist crime.
Europe's most welcoming nation to asylum seekers has tightened immigration policy in recent years and is considering
new measures after Friday's attack, including better policing of deportation orders and banning membership of terrorist
groups.
It is also bracing for rising intolerance and hate crimes.
"I'm quite worried about the political climate," said Mohamed Nuur (25), a local politician from the ruling
Social Democrat party which represents constituents in Rinkeby, a sprawling area of apartment blocks largely
built for workers in Sweden's progressive heyday of the late 1960s. It is part of a belt of heavily immigrant
neighbourhoods that ring Stockholm. Drab terrace houses line streets where shops advertise halal products in both
Arabic and Swedish. Many women there wear head scarves when they go out.
"We already see manipulated images spread by Nazis and others who want to spread hateful messages," Mr
Nuur, a Muslim of Somali decent, said.
Rinkeby has seen trouble such as riots among disaffected youths, but it looks well kept compared to many of the more
run-down areas around major cities in Europe.
In Rinkeby metro station, Refa Jafari, a slight 23-year-old in a black baseball cap who came to Sweden as an
unaccompanied minor from Afghanistan in 2010, stood handing out free SIM cards for a mobile operator.
"I will try to prove to Swedes that all people who have black hair are not Muslim and that all Muslims are not
terrorists. We have been suffering the very same problem in our own countries," he said. "That is why we are
here."
Fearing reprisals, Sweden's Security Police is stepping up surveillance of white supremacist groups.
"There is talk of taking revenge, of using violence, or a threat of violence, to show that we are angry about what has
happened here," security police chief Anders Thornberg told local TV. Suspected right-wing extremists have planted
bombs at asylum centres in the past, he noted.
Sweden, a country of 10 million people, has received around 700,000 asylum seekers since the end of the 1990s. In
2015, when hundreds of thousands of migrants entered the EU across the Balkans, Sweden took in a record 163,000,
more than any other European Union member relative to the size of its population.
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That huge migration wave has since subsided after the EU reached a deal with Turkey to take back refugees and other
migrants that cross illegally. But it caused soul-searching in Sweden, where the government tightened residency rules,
cut benefits and imposed more border controls.
Support has grown for the anti-immigration Sweden Democrats, which opinion polls rank as the second biggest party
behind Prime Minister Stefan Lofven's Social Democrats.
"We've not been taken seriously, maybe even a bit ridiculed, and I hope we can leave that behind us now," Sweden
Democrats Vice Chairman Julia Kronlid told Reuters after the attack.
After last week's attack, Christian Tybring-Gjedde, a lawmaker from Norway's ruling populist Progress Party, accused
Mr Lofven in a Facebook post of "implementing Europe's most irresponsible, naive and culturally self-destructive
immigration policy".
In February, US President Donald Trump attacked Sweden's immigration record, tweeting: "Give the public a break The FAKE NEWS media is trying to say large scale immigration in Sweden is working out just beautifully. NOT!"
Last week, before the truck attack, members of a vigilante anti-immigration group, Soldiers of Odin, which has
expanded from Finland to the Nordics and Baltics, entered the gates of Al-Azhar, a Muslim school in Vallingby, a
suburb near Rinkeby.
Assistant school head Roger Lindquist told Reuters two men had walked around the school yard days before the attack,
taking photos of students and putting up stickers with their emblem. The school felt compelled to hire security guards.
"Why do they hate us? Why do they want to harm us and why do they want to shut down our school?" he said.
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At attack in London puts Birmingham's Muslims in the spotlight;
Birmingham's Muslims
A terrorist attack in London focuses the spotlight once again on Britain's second city
On the Coventry Road in Small Heath, a mainly-Muslim neighbourhood of Birmingham, there is a large mural
of Muhammad Ali. Beside it is painted one of the late boxer's quotations: "The word 'Islam' means Peace. The
word 'Muslim' means the one who surrenders to God. But the press make us seem like haters."
It is not hard to see why those words would resonate in Birmingham, and particularly in a neighbourhood dotted by
mosques, madrassas and halal butchers. Parts of the British press have long called Britain's second-largest city the
nation's jihadist capital. Two years ago a Fox News commentator described it, ludicrously, as a "no-go zone" for nonMuslims. Yet such claims have been revisited since Khalid Masood, a Muslim whose last known address was in
Birmingham, murdered four people and injured around 40 others in a terrorist attack in Westminster on March 22nd.
Police later made several arrests in Birmingham.
Locals on the Coventry Road roll their eyes at the labelling. "He is an idiot and he has nothing to do with Islam," says
one man, echoing the feeling of many as they arrive for evening prayers at the Green Lane mosque, housed in a
beautiful Victorian former public library. But many extremists have found a home in the city. Several of the men who
plotted to blow up transatlantic airliners in 2006 were from Birmingham. So is the man believed to have recruited the
extremist known as Jihadi John to Islamic State. Organisers of recent attacks on Paris and Brussels have also passed
through.
The Henry Jackson Society, a think-tank, analysed all the people convicted of Islamist-terrorism offences in Britain
between 1998 and 2015. It found that one in ten came from just five Birmingham neighbourhoods, none of them far
from the Coventry Road. Whereas the 2011 census found that Birmingham was home to 8.7% of Britain's Muslims,
the Henry Jackson report found that the city accounted for 14.5% of those convicted of Islamist terrorism.
Some blame a conservative strain of Islam in the city. In 2014 what became known as the Trojan Horse plot centred
around a group of alleged extremists who were accused of trying to infiltrate Muslim-majority schools and run them
along theologically conservative lines. But Tahir Abbas of the Royal United Services Institute, a security think-tank,
says that such people are conservatives, not violent extremists. He believes there is too much conflation of conservative
Islam with Islamist extremism, in Birmingham and beyond.
Another explanation is poverty. The West Midlands has a higher share of people living in households earning below
the national average than any other English region. The Henry Jackson report found that three-quarters of offences
were committed by people from above-averagely deprived neighbourhoods. Most jihadists have little knowledge of
Islam, says Mr Abbas. Sparse opportunities lead to anger and frustration, and in turn to crime and then extremism.
"It's the gangster excitement that fits into their sense of needing to belong," he says. Masood, the Westminster killer,
had a criminal history including spells in prison for knife offences, some committed under the influence of drink.
Nicola Benyahia agrees that poverty is a factor. But she also blames the Muslim leadership in the city. Extremists
recruited her 19-year-old son, Rasheed, a boy who was neither angry nor criminal. He left for Syria in 2015 and was
killed there later that year. Birmingham is attractive to militants, she believes, because it is a big enough place to hide,
unlike some of the former mill towns with large Muslim populations farther north. Unlike London, it is small enough
to get around easily, and bang in the middle of England. "It's not that the mosques encourage them," she says. "They
just lack the knowledge and resources to deal with the issue."
On March 25th, three days after the attack, some Muslim community figures organised a rally in central Birmingham
under a banner reading: "Not in our name. Muslims oppose ISIS". But the event was attended by only a few hundred
people.
"The whole Islamic community is in denial," says one uncharacteristically frank local Muslim mother. "It's like sex,"
she says. "They think that if they talk about it, the teenagers might want to do it." Her child's school, where almost all
the students are Muslim, did not mention the Westminster attack after it happened, she adds. It is like the Catholic
church's failure to deal with paedophile priests, says Ms Benyahia: "They just want it to go away."
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Mayday for Turkish Airlines' "super-connector" strategy
Turkish Airlines looks likely to be one of the airlines worst affected by the US government's imposition in
March of a selective ban on carrying on board laptops and tablets, an anti-terror measure quickly also adopted
by the UK.
Citing undisclosed intelligence that terrorist groups want to smuggle explosive devices in electronic gadgets,
the US introduced restrictions applying to direct flights to America originating from 10 airports in eight
Muslim-majority countries, including the United Arab Emirates, Qatar and Turkey.
Turkish Airlines has responded by offering free loans of laptops aboard, Super Bowl at 30,000 feet and free long-haul
wifi in cabins, but it looks unlikely that this is going to be enough to offset the inconvenience of the ban, especially
for business travellers.
This is only the latest blow to hit the fast growing flag carrier's ambitions, with tourist visits to Turkey plunging
following a spate of terrorist attacks, the abortive coup and the subsequent sweeping repression.
Until late 2015, things were pretty much going swimmingly for the serial award-winning Turkish airline. It had begun
an aggressive expansion that enabled it to fly to more countries than any other airline, with 296 destinations in 120
countries in all. Investors were won over by its ambitious plan to become a "super-connector" global hub carrier
exploiting the excellent geographical positioning of Istanbul Ataturk Airport and challenging Dubai - home base to
Emirates - and Abu Dhabi, centre of operations for Qatar Airways and Etihad.
The descent of the Turkish Airlines share price brought on by the in-cabin electronics bans served, however, as final
confirmation that its strategy has hit the buffers. The price slid from TRY5.91 to TRY5.49 from March 20 to March
23 as the market digested the bad news.
Melis Pocar, research vice president at Istanbul's Oyak Securities, told bne IntelliNews that "provided that the
regulations and bans do not get more aggressive, we are not concerned about Istanbul's hub status in the medium-long
run". But, he added, "current geopolitical concerns and tension with the EU may continue weighing on demand and
give tourism and aviation players tough times in the short term".
He adds that the laptop ban could also distort the market, largely to the benefit of the major US carriers, which have
argued that the Emirates, Qatar and Etihad airlines are unfairly subsidised by their governments.
Real turbulence
In October, HSBC Global Research was among those impressed with Turkish Airlines' efforts in the face of adversity.
"The revised fleet plan confirms weak demand outlook... but, along with stringent cost-cutting, it marks a decisiveness
to shoulder headwinds for a faster recovery," it wrote, adding that it now saw "a glass half full".
But the skies have again darkened and, weighing up the now rather more dubious prospects of Turkish Airlines, stock
analysts must add the laptop ban to an already crowded negatives column, including the TRY47mn ((EURO)11.8mn)
net loss recorded in 2016 that followed 2015's TRY2.99bn profit.
Waves of terrorist attacks (including the bloody June 2016 bombing of Ataturk Airport), rows with Moscow caused
by the 2015 shooting down of a Russian fighter-bomber and referendum campaign rows between Turkey and EU
capitals have badly impacted the country's tourism industry, as well as flights to Turkey. Passenger traffic at Turkey's
airports fell 3% y/y in the first quarter of 2016.
These troubles in the operating environment very much featured in the Moody's Investors Service downgrading of
Turkish Airlines' corporate family rating last August 19.
Another cloud hanging over the airline is the transfer of the Turkish state's 49.12% stake in the company to the
country's sovereign wealth fund in February. The fund's assets are to be used as collateral to secure financing for major
infrastructure projects, but the plan is off to a worrying start with some critics describing the fund as little more than
an accounting trick. What the implications for Turkish Airlines are as yet unclear.
Striking shrinkages
Looking at Turkey's falling tourism, which has dropped for 19 months in a row and took one percentage point off the
country's GDP growth last year, according to the International Monetary Fund, Oyak's Pocar noted "striking
shrinkages" amid the 6.5% y/y decline in Turkey's January-February tourist arrivals. The largest year on year declines,
he said, were seen in arrivals from the US, Italy and Germany at 33%, 31% and 30%, respectively. Impressive growth
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figures, on the other hand, were seen with regards to Russia, Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan at 88%, 26% and 17%,
respectively, with the first figure no doubt resulting from the rapprochement being pursued by Moscow and Ankara.
Despite the improvement in the flow of Russian tourists, analysts looking at the bigger picture don't see any recent
positives as amounting to much, given the setback caused by the in-cabin restrictions on large electronic devices. Even
before the ban, HSBC was projecting Turkish Airlines average capacity (seats) growth of only 3% in the next three
years versus the 16% achieved in the past three years, declining available seat kilometres (ASK) capacity growth from
13% last year, to 8% this year and 4% next year, and fleet shrinkage from 333 planes in 2016 to 320 in 2018.
As Ali Cinar, chairman of the Turkish Heritage Association, told Bloomberg on March 22: "Given Istanbul's status as
a global hub, these kinds of restrictions are likely to lead to declines in passenger numbers and give advantage to
competitors. One should also not ignore the possibility that Istanbul being listed among locations that the ban will be
imposed could negatively impact tourism."
The US laptop and tablet ban is meant to be binding until October, when a year-long extension will be decided on,
whereas the UK ban has for now been set at 90 days. For Turkish Airlines, flights terminating in America and the UK
generate around 5% and 1.2% of consolidated passenger revenues, respectively. Not huge, but another reason for the
airline to stick to its adopted defensive strategic approach from its previous policy of aggressive expansion.
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THE ELECTION THAT COULD SINK THE EU
Rocked by terror, France votes tomorrow with the extraordinary possibility that an anti-Muslim fascist and a
Maoist who wants 100% wealth taxes could be the two winners. And, oh yes, both want Frexit
BY ROBERT HARDMAN
After 238 deaths at the hands of jihadi terrorists in just two years, France was coming to terms with yet another
one yesterday. But might Thursday night's Paris slaughter of a French policeman by a previously convicted
Islamist gunman also go down as an historic turning point?
Coming just hours before the official cessation of all campaigning ahead of tomorrow's presidential vote, it is certainly
possible. Because a polarised nation increasingly drawn towards two political extremes now stands on the cusp of the
most uncertain and unhappy election in modern French history.
It is one which not only has all the EU grandees in Brussels in a blind panic but could even dictate what happens in
Britain. For France could be about to deliver a result even more seismic than last year's British referendum vote for
Brexit. The country which has given the world the phrase déjà vu has never seen anything remotely like this.
A headline in the normally highbrow French daily, L'Opinion, the other day summed up the national mood ahead of
the vote: The Crazydential Election.'
The field is now wide open between an old school fascist, a conservative mired in criminal investigations, a shiny
Blairite banker who has never been elected to anything and a charismatic Maoist who wants a citizens' revolution'.
To the horror of the EU establishment, it is no longer impossible or even improbable that the fascist and the Maoist
could triumph on Sunday and go through to next month's best-of-two final.
This week's jihadi attack certainly adds fresh momentum to the campaign of Marine Le Pen from the overtly
xenophobic Far Right Front National (FN). The more she pushes ahead in one direction, the more the Far Left gains
ground in the other.
If both of them triumph tomorrow, that would cause pandemonium. Both have pledged a French referendum on leaving
the EU and both want Frexit'. Regardless of who won a fortnight later, it would spell the end of the EU as we know
it.
Because, in the event of a Frexit', the whole European project of which France is a founder member and integral pillar
would collapse.
Even France's own EU commissioner former finance minister Pierre Moscovici admitted the election of Le Pen in
France would be the end' of the EU.
And in the pan-European mayhem and crashing markets that would follow on Monday morning, Theresa May would
be the last rock of sanity in a continental sea of madness.
Game over.
The truth is that, frankly, anything could happen now in tomorrow's first round vote. After all, this is a presidential
campaign which includes a candidate (there are 11 in total) who claims that the Queen is a drug smuggler and that
homosexuality was invented by the KGB.
Having criss-crossed France in pursuit of the main players, I am not surprised the old European order is terrified.
After blaming last year's unexpected wins for Brexit and Donald Trump on populism', the liberal commentariat had
been fixating on Marine Le Pen, as the next populist' threat. In doing so, they had completely overlooked another
candidate who is now enjoying unexpected success. And Jean-Luc Melenchon doesn't fit their Right-wing populist'
narrative at all.
Here is an ultra-Leftie who makes Jeremy Corbyn look like a Tory wet. He wants a wealth tax of 100 per cent, closer
ties with Vladimir Putin, the abolition of nuclear power and, above all, a French departure from Nato and the EU. And
he is on a late surge for second place in the opinion polls.
Since World War II, most French presidential races have boiled down to a U.S.-style binary choice between Left and
Right.
But that model has fallen apart. The dismal record of outgoing president, Francois Hollande, has seen his Socialist
Party collapse and the French Left fragment in two directions. His successor as official Socialist candidate, Benoit
Hamon, trails far behind the fiery Melenchon's France Unbowed' movement.

Page | 200

But Hamon has also been eclipsed by the new hero of the moderate Left. Emmanuel Macron, a youthful ex-banker,
claims to be a fresh, pro-European voice for those fed up with old politics'.
Over on the French Right, the landscape should be dominated by Francois Fillon, a former prime minister and
managerial smoothie often described as a French Thatcher'. After beating several powerful candidates including
former President Nicolas Sarkozy to win the nomination of the Republican opposition party, he seemed destined to
go all the way.
Suddenly, in January, the French Press unearthed details of public money being paid to his family for nebulous jobs.
It was alleged that Fillon's Welsh-born wife, Penelope, had pocketed hundreds of thousands of pounds as his
parliamentary assistant', without lifting a finger. And the accusations kept piling up. It means he now lags some way
behind the one name familiar to the British public Marine Le Pen. She hopes that the FN's blend of immigrant-bashing
and old-style protectionism will pull in angry voters from both Left and Right.
She has trotted out fresh pie-in-the-sky policies ranging from a ban on new supermarkets (to help small retailers) to a
new retirement age of 60. But her big election theme is that multiculturalism is endangering French society.
That is the message she keeps hammering home, as I witness ahead of Thursday's killing.
My first stop is an invitation-only rally for Le Pen loyalists in Paris. Her campaign team clearly want to present a
statesmanlike image, hiring a former ballroom near the Arc de Triomphe.
Heavies with wires in their ears try to look the part, but everyone is on edge. There is no warm-up act, and there will
be no questions afterwards.
The party leader rattles through her speech as if she just wants to get it out of the way. There is precious little joie de
vivre, though some British observers are struck by the way that, at a certain angle, the FN leader is with exquisite
irony a dead ringer for the Guardian's Polly Toynbee.
A multicultural society is a multiconflict society,' Mme Le Pen declares. Multiculturalism is the weapon of
Islamic fundamentalists, permitted by useful idiots in the name of tolerance.'
She then tells the crowd a whopper about Britain being in the grip of Sharia law and says that, if elected, she
will compel Muslim imams to deliver their sermons in French.
At the end, her loyalists are on their feet. Interestingly, they are not all white.
Maurice Puisard, 46, a nurse and FN council candidate whose parents are from French Guyana, says all the family
vote FN: This country has a big problem with security and authority. Marine Le Pen is the only one strong enough to
deal with it.'
Mme Le Pen leaves, and the cameras engulf her again as journalists seek clarity on her latest toxic claim that France
should feel no shame about deporting thousands of French Jews to Nazi death camps in 1942 on the grounds that the
officials involved were not working for France' but for the puppet Vichy regime.
This argument has been manipulated to discredit me,' she says above the melee. Of course I condemn the Vichy
government, but Vichy was not France.'
Mme Le Pen has worked hard in recent years to distance both herself and her party from the racist rantings of her
father, FN founder Jean-Marie Le Pen. Last year, he was fined £25,000 by a French court for dismissing the Nazi gas
chambers as a detail' of history. On other occasions, he has attacked France's football team for having too many black
players'.
Now at a stroke, on the eve of the election, she turns out to be her father's daughter after all.
Her genocidal buck-passing has caused outrage far beyond France's Jewish community, as has a new biography
alleging disturbing neo-Nazi sympathies among some of her closest friends (many of whom apparently refer to Adolf
Hitler as Uncle').
Yet opinion polls were already suggesting she could expect 24 per cent of the vote tomorrow. The latest Islamist attack
is only going to bolster her support. A recent poll suggested that most French police officers are going to vote for her.
The other front-runner, Emmanuel Macron, is also scoring around 24 per cent with his pitch for disillusioned
moderates from either side.
At a packed rally, I ask dozens of people the same question: why Macron? All answer: Jeunesse' (Youth). Here in
Britain, the allure of the cool young politician is over. We prefer grey-haired wisdom these days. But in France, politics
has long been dominated by old men running old party machines.
All of which makes Macron, 39, a dizzyingly fresh proposition.
A slightly nasal financier, married to his former school-teacher, 24 years his senior, he is not pin-up material (and has
had to bat off slurs about his sexuality). But compared to some dinosaurs in French politics, he is Peter Pan.
The crowd at this concert hall in the Pyrenean town of Pau is too big for the venue. Some 5,000 have squeezed in with
another 1,500 locked out. Pumped up by dance anthems, mixed with audio clips of Martin Luther King, the audience
is almost hysterical when he finally arrives, an hour late.
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The local mayor does the warm-up, joking that while Macron may be young, Napoleon had already been emperor for
six years by the time he was his age.
And then it goes a bit flat. Macron is no Napoleon. He seems twitchy, even nervous, as he begins with a prolonged
homage to this corner of France, home to his late grandmother. At one point, I fear he may about to blub.
A high-flying graduate of France's ultra-elitist rulers' academy', Ecole Nationale d'Administration, he went on to be a
Rothschild's banker. In 2014, he was parachuted into the Socialist government for a couple of years as Finance
Minister before leaving to work on his own presidential bid.
Macron talks so softly that his audience have to keep completely quiet to hear his soliloquies about uniting Left and
Right.
Our democracy is ill. I want to restore confidence in it,' he says. For me, this job is about presiding, not governing,' he
continues slowly as if unveiling a big new idea (isn't that why the job title is President'?) The crowd clap.
It is the only French rally I see all week with EU flags everywhere. Macron is the only overtly pro-EU candidate.
Jean-Claude Juncker and the Brussels establishment will be praying for a Macron win.
But it is only in his very last sentence that Macron raises his voice as he declares: Vive La France! Vive La Republique.'
His is one of two campaigns with a sense of gathering momentum. The other is in action at the other end of the country
where 25,000 people have gathered in Lille to hear Jean-Luc Melenchon. Like Macron, the ex-teacher and ex-socialist
has also founded his own movement. As well as demanding Frexit and punitive taxation of the rich, France Unbowed'
sees Russia as a better ally than the USA.
Melenchon wants to raise the minimum wage by 15 per cent and splurge cash like sweeties. It may be the economics
of the madhouse but it's going down a storm, especially with France's youth.
The similarities with Italy's anarchic but phenomenally successful populist Five Star Movement led by the antiestablishment comedian turned politician Beppe Grillo grow more obvious by the day. Hence the alarm bells in
Brussels.
Melenchon, 65, is widely regarded to have the slickest social media presence. He encourages his supporters to play a
video game called fiscal kombat' in which a mini-Melenchon beats up his main rivals to score points.
We are the only force uniting the country today,' Melenchon tells his listeners.
National unity is also the battle-cry of Francois Fillon, the mainstream conservative who currently jostles with
Melenchon for third place at around 18 to 20 per cent.
Fillon's supporters insist that the financial scandal over payments to his family or les affaires' as they call it is just
media conspiracy'.
But the ambiance at the Fillon rally I attend in a Marseilles exhibition hall says it all. In terms of age, dress sense and
manners, it is much like a Tory party conference. Supportive and enthusiastic they may be. Triumphal, they are not.
His latest electoral slogan You don't have to like me, Just let me get on with the job' has an air of desperation.
Fillon! President!' they chant with modest fervour. He looks proud but forlorn; not quite broken, not exactly defiant.
He is a forceful orator, making a speech on everything from France's nuclear independence to kicking drug-dealers
out of social housing. He refers constantly to le projet'.
Saluting France's Nobel prize-winners, he insists that France must give the economy the fuel of freedom' by cutting
regulation.
Afterwards, his supporters are super-loyal if not bursting with optimism. He is the only man who understands our
history, our character, our culture and who can turn this country around,' says Marie, 35, an architect who would rather
not give me her full name as she doesn't want work colleagues to know she supports Fillon.
Until this week, conventional thinking decreed that Mme Le Pen and Macron would go through to the second round
and that the latter would romp home on a tide of centrist national unity followed by inevitable celebrations of the death
of populism'.
And history shows us that France, in its elections, has an unerring habit of reverting to the status quo, leaving its
bloated state behemoth untouched.
This, after all, is the country which invented the word for bossy state control of everything dirigiste.
Yet, Thursday's outrage may, finally, be about to change all that.
Bruno Cautres, political analyst at the widely-respected Cevipof/Sciences Po think-tank, points to a startling gap in
the polls: Remember that up to 40 per cent of people are undecided. So anything is still possible.'
That includes a Le Pen v Melenchon run-off which would send the EU and the euro into free-fall.
For now, in this fearful, unhappy country, it's all about as clear as my bowl of steaming bouillabaisse.
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DANGEROUS EXTREMISTS TO BE LOCKED UP IN JIHADI JAIL'
PRISON WINGS
IAN DRURY HOME AFFAIRS EDITOR

DANGEROUS jihadists will be locked up in prisons within prisons' to stop them brainwashing vulnerable
inmates.
Up to 28 Muslim extremists will be caged in specialist separation centres' in a drive to tackle the growing
problem of radicalisation behind bars.
The move, to be announced by ministers today, will prevent them preying on other convicts. Islamist terrorists,
hate preachers and criminals radicalised behind bars will be held in the wings at three jails.
The first centre will be up and running at top-security HMP Frankland in Durham within weeks. Two units will follow
at other maximum-security jails.
Each will house only a small number of prisoners, making it easier to monitor them and reduce the risk of them plotting
atrocities from behind bars.
They are expected to be isolated from the rest of the prison rather than in wings attached to the main jail. There the
inmates would be subjected to intensive de-radicalisation programmes.
Prisons minister Sam Gyimah said: Any form of extremism must be defeated wherever it is found, and it is right that
we separate those who pose the greatest risk in order to limit their influence over other prisoners. These centres are a
crucial part of our wider strategy to help tackle extremism in prisons and ensure the safety and security of our prisons
and the public.'
Until now Islamist terrorists have been dispersed around the prison system in the same way that IRA terrorists
convicted on the mainland were in the past.
But a review by former prison governor Ian Acheson called for the most dangerous and charismatic offenders to be
isolated from the general prison population to prevent them spreading their poison.
His 100-page report suggested a hardcore of jihadist prisoners was already engineering the de facto separation' of
Muslim and non-Muslim prisoners.
The number of radicals has swollen in recent years with jihadis returning from Syria and Iraq, creating a potentially
lethal' problem.
Governors say that in some prisons Muslim gangs force vulnerable inmates to convert to Islam.
There are around 13,000 Muslims in prison with more than 1,000 identified as extremist or vulnerable to radicalisation.
Decisions on which prisoners are placed in the units will be taken by specialist senior staff.
Once in a centre, they will be reviewed by experts every three months and returned to the main jail only if the threat
they pose has reduced sufficiently.
It is understood that the first prisoners who will be sent to a unit are yet to be identified. In his review, published last
year, Mr Acheson said intelligence showed there was a small number of people whose behaviour is so egregious in
relation to proselytising this pernicious ideology, this lethal, nihilistic death cult ideology, which gets magnified inside
prison'.
The ex-governor, who looked at specialist units in Northern Ireland, the Netherlands, France and Spain, added: There
is, we believe, justification for saying, for those small number of people, they need to be completely incapacitated
from being able to proselytise to the rest of the prison population.'
But ministers have been warned that locking up extremists in special jihadi wings' will be akin to opening up a British
Guantanamo Bay. The Prison Officers' Association claims that isolating hate preachers and Islamist terror offenders
would give them credibility and put warders at greater risk of being maimed or murdered.
Earlier this month the Government launched a 100-strong team of counter-terrorism experts to tackle poisonous'
extremism in jails.
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Other measures include a ban on extremist literature in prisons and the removal of anyone from communal worship
who promotes dangerous views.
i.drury@dailymail.co.uk It is right that we separate those who pose the greatest risk in order to limit their influence
over other prisoners
Prisons minister Sam Gyimah
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Europe's top rabbi calls for solidarity with Muslims: Passover message says
extremism gives religions 'common cause'
Harriet Sherwood Religion Correspondent

Jews and Muslims in Europe have a common cause in resisting attacks on minority religions and defending religious
freedom, Europe's top rabbi has said. Speaking on the eve of Passover, which begins on Monday, chief rabbi Pinchas
Goldschmidt warned that the rise of ultra-nationalist parties and damage to the European Union caused by Brexit
threatened the security of Jewish and Muslim minorities.
"When there is tolerance for other languages, other cultures, religions, traditions, we Jews feel more accepted,"
Goldschmidt, president of the Conference of European Rabbis and chief rabbi of Moscow, told the Observer.
"Jews always felt more comfortable in places where other cultures and religions were respected. At the moment when
an ultra-nationalist wind begins to blow, it makes Jews, as a minority, uncomfortable."
Europe was heading into a period of fluidity and turbulence, "which raises the question to what extent can you ensure
the continuity of the Jewish community in Europe," he said. A new mood of hostility to minority religions was being
fuelled by fears over immigration and terrorism.
"In general what we see is a reaction to immigration from the Middle East which has brought millions of
Muslims to Europe. Europe is now engaging in anti-immigration measures and [dealing with] the fear of
Islamic terrorism. But instead of engaging with the problems, there is a strong attack against minority religions
in general. "We [Jews and Muslims] definitely have a common cause in fighting for religious freedoms."
Goldschmidt cited calls to close mosques, ban methods of ritual slaughter in the production of halal and kosher
meat, outlaw circumcision - practised by Jews and Muslims - and last month's European court of justice ruling
that employers could ban workers from wearing religious symbols or clothing.
Concerns over religious freedom in Europe led to the formation of the Muslim-Jewish Leadership Council in
September 2015. Its leaders said it was the "first common platform for European Muslims and Jews".
With the victory of Trump, we have ultra-nationalist parties feeling invigorated and strengthened
Jews had been victims of Islamist terrorism in Europe, Goldschmidt pointed out. "We are the last ones to say it is not
a problem. But what we are saying is that you don't counter and fight Islamic terrorism by fighting Islam. It's extremely
important to mark a red line between normative Islam and radicalism and terrorism using the name of Islam. That red
line must be seen and recognised by everyone. But populist parties in France, Holland, Austria and Germany are trying
not to see this red line. It's imperative for us and millions of Muslims living in Europe to show everyone this red line
exists."
Donald Trump's victory in last year's US elections had raised fears that ultra-nationalist parties in Europe might benefit
from a "tailwind", he said. The anti-Islam, anti-EU, populist Geert Wilders had been defeated in the Dutch elections
last month, "but we need to see what happens in France and Germany".
Related: Don't be complacent about the risk of President Le Pen | Natalie Nougayrède
Goldschmidt added: "With the victory of Trump, we have ultra-nationalist parties feeling invigorated and
strengthened, and they hope to have more influence in European politics. So it's important to retain European common
values and European unity. If we say every country is on its own, and we're all looking out for the interests of our own
country, the European Union has been a failed project and we could go back to 1914."
The rabbi also warned against "covert antisemitism" under the banner of the movement to boycott Israel in protest at
its 50-year occupation of Palestinian territories. "It's not politically correct to be an all-out antisemite, but in many
instances the state of Israel has replaced the Jew. To some extent, organisations ... which are trying to delegitimise the
state of Israel is a covert expression of antisemitism."

Page | 205

There was a "great distance" between legitimate criticism of the Israeli government and the boycott, divestment and
sanctions movement, he said.
The festival of Passover, during which Jews commemorate the Israelites' liberation from slavery in ancientEgypt, told
in the biblical story of the Exodus, begins at sunset on Mondayand lasts for eight days.
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Home truths from Malala
Amit Roy
The facts are as follows: a 100-strong mob of students and others at the Abdul Wali Khan University in Mardan,
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, dragged him out from his dormitory, "beat him to a pulp", shot him dead but
"continued to pound the boy's lifeless body with sticks".
At [Mashal Khan]'s funeral, the imam at the local mosque refused to lead the last rites, according to Swabi
resident Salman Ahmed. A technician who was asked to do so in the cleric's place was confronted by several
people afterwards. Mashal has since been buried. Malala lamented that some Pakistanis had forgotten Islam's
message of peace. "This was not just the funeral of Mashal Khan, it was the funeral of the message of our
religion Islam."
"First they killed my son and now they are adding salt to our wounds," he said. At the end of the video message,
she urged state institutions and political parties in Pakistan to shun their silence, take a stand and bring justice
to Mashal and his family.
FULL TEXT
AFTER STUDENT DEATH, YOUSAFZAI FEARS FOR PEACE IN PAKISTAN
MALALA YOUSAFZAI has strongly condemned the horrific murder of Mashal Khan, 23, who was beaten to death
by his fellow journalism students in Pakistan over allegations of blasphemy - which is a very sensitive area.
After speaking to Mashal's father on the phone from her home in Birmingham, Malala issued a video in Urdu but her
words have been translated by newspapers in Pakistan.
The facts are as follows: a 100-strong mob of students and others at the Abdul Wali Khan University in Mardan,
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, dragged him out from his dormitory, "beat him to a pulp", shot him dead but "continued to
pound the boy's lifeless body with sticks".
Rehman, the caretaker, said Mashal was alive when the police arrived. "They could have easily saved his life but they
stood away from the mob... I heard one officer say, 'It's good that they sent this non-believer to hell'," he said.
In Mashal's hometown of Swabi, 60km south of Mardan, his father, Iqbal Shaer, said the accusations of blasphemy
were unfounded. "First they killed my son and now they are adding salt to our wounds," he said.
Shaer, who runs a small business selling biscuits and chocolates to local retailers, said he had always been a lover of
poetry and literature and encouraged his children to express themselves and appreciate the arts.
He commented: "My wife told me this morning that she spent her life taking care of her son, but those who killed him
have wasted her long struggle."
At Mashal's funeral, the imam at the local mosque refused to lead the last rites, according to Swabi resident Salman
Ahmed. A technician who was asked to do so in the cleric's place was confronted by several people afterwards. Mashal
has since been buried. Malala lamented that some Pakistanis had forgotten Islam's message of peace. "This was
not just the funeral of Mashal Khan, it was the funeral of the message of our religion Islam."
"We have forgotten our values," she said. "We are not representing the true Islam. We talk about Islamophobia
and how people give a bad name to our country and our religion. No one is giving a bad name to our country
or our religion. We are doing that all by ourselves."
At the end of the video message, she urged state institutions and political parties in Pakistan to shun their silence, take
a stand and bring justice to Mashal and his family.
That message could also be taken to heart by the one million of Pakistani origin who live in Britain.
What happens in Pakistan affects the status of Pakistanis in this country.
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THE SMILE THAT TRUMPED HATE
Reena Kumar
The potent image of [Khan] attracted worldwide attention and was widely shared, including by Birmingham
Yardley MP Jess Phillips who wrote on Twitter: "Who looks like they have power here, the real Brummy
on the leftor the EDL who migrated for the day to our city and failed to assimilate."
She said: "They were saying: 'You're not English,' 'This is a Christian country, not your country,'
and 'Go back to where you came from.' I was alarmed and worried for my safety."
Writing on Facebook, EDL leader [Ian Crossland] described Khan as a "dirty unwashed leftwing
scrubber". He added: "The disrespectful witch chose the minute's silence for the victims of the terror attack
in Stockholm and Westminster. She's lucky she's got any teeth left." Khan refuted the allegation.
THE powerful photograph of a defiant young woman standing tall and smiling at the leader of the far-right
English Defence League (EDL) group has become a powerful symbol of communities uniting against hate,
Birmingham MP Khalid Mahmood has said. The Labour MP added that the aim of the EDL, which
describes itself as an anti-racist "human rights organisation", was to sew rifts within the community.
FULL TEXT
Birmingham hero who stood up to EDL praised
THE powerful photograph of a defiant young woman standing tall and smiling at the leader of the
far-right English Defence League (EDL) group has become a powerful symbol of communities
uniting against hate, Birmingham MP Khalid Mahmood has said.
It was an image which went viral overnight last weekend, showing Saffiyah Khan calmly starring at
Ian Crossland after a group of protesters surrounded a Muslim woman in a hijab and began shouting
abuse at her during a rally in the city on Saturday (8).
Khan from Birmingham, who is of Pakistani and Bosnian descent, said she was not scared in the
slightest and didn't like seeing people getting "ganged up on" in her town.
Birmingham Perry Bar MP Mahmood told Eastern Eye he commended Khan for standing up to thugs.
"It's fantastic for her to say this is not your city, this is our territory, this is our city, our people, and we are
not going to be divided by you," Mahmood said.
"That is why it is so important for the brave young woman to stand up to thugs, and I commend her for it."
The Labour MP added that the aim of the EDL, which describes itself as an anti-racist "human rights
organisation", was to sew rifts within the community.
The street protest movement focuses on opposition to what it considers to be a spread of Islam and Sharia
in the UK.
Mahmood said: "They are people who are playing to the agenda of those extremists who so horrifically
mowed down people and stabbed PC Palmer (in the Westminster terror attack in April).
"The best answer to that was what happened at Birmingham Central Mosque, a tea party to celebrate the
best possible traditions of the UK. It was a great symbolic event against those who seek to divide our
community."
In response to the planned march by EDL, elders from Birmingham Central Mosque organised a tea party
with custard creams, digestive biscuits, samosas and cups of tea - attracting over 400 people from all faiths
and backgrounds.
Muhammad Afzal, chairman of the mosque and councillor for Birmingham city council, told Eastern Eye:
"The purpose of our tea party was to show that although Birmingham is made up of people from many
different communities, we are all united. We all stand united to condemn the EDL.
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"The community was very upset (about the protest) but we had a really good time, we showed them that all
communities live side-by-side."
Mahmood said he was grateful for residents rejecting the agenda of the EDL and coming together and
deciding that they would not divide the Muslim community.
The potent image of Khan attracted worldwide attention and was widely shared, including by Birmingham
Yardley MP Jess Phillips who wrote on Twitter: "Who looks like they have power here, the real Brummy
on the leftor the EDL who migrated for the day to our city and failed to assimilate."
Khan was reunited with Saira Zafar on Monday (10), the woman she stepped in to defend at the protest,
and the pair recalled the incident to the media.
Zafar, 24, had been attending a counter demonstration "to show that [the EDL's message] is not acceptable
and that it will be countered" when she was cornered by the far-right protesters shouting abuse at her.
She said: "They were saying: 'You're not English,' 'This is a Christian country, not your country,'
and 'Go back to where you came from.' I was alarmed and worried for my safety."
"I was born and bred in this country, so for these people to be saying these things was very wrong.
There was someone behind me putting an Islamophobic placard above my head and resting it on my
head, and another person was shoving an EDL flag in my face."
Khan said the police were not responding, so she stepped in: "I wasn't going to let someone who was
speaking the truth and being replied to aggressively be put in that position. You (Zafar) didn't look like you
wanted to be there and I have an intrinsic problem with that. It was complete chaos."
Zafar said together her and Khan defeated the EDL at the rally. Khan later said there was no excuse to be
doing nothing.
"Even if it just means calling the police and saying I just witnessed this. Even if there's no violence... just
reporting it to the police means it comes up on their stats and they can look at it all and start working on
ways to combat it."
EDL activists claimed on Twitter that scuffles broke out at the demonstration after counter-protesters
shouting "Nazi scum" disrupted a silence being held at the rally for victims of terrorism.
Writing on Facebook, EDL leader Ian Crossland described Khan as a "dirty unwashed leftwing scrubber".
He added: "The disrespectful witch chose the minute's silence for the victims of the terror attack in
Stockholm and Westminster. She's lucky she's got any teeth left." Khan refuted the allegation.
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Right-wing radio host jailed for 'Islamophobic' trolling of anti-racism
campaigner
GREG WILFORD

A right-wing radio host who trolled an anti-hate crime campaigner with "Islamophobic" tweets and emails has been
jailed for 12 weeks. Timothy Burton, 64, branded Islam a "backwards, misogynistic, seventh-century" ideology
in a series of emails to Tell Mama founder Fiyaz Mughal OBE between 4 April and 26 April 2016.
Burton also sent Mr Mughal links to far-right blogs containing "vile slurs" against Muslims including a petition
called "renounce, reform, or get the hell out of my country". The radio presenter for the anti-immigration group
Liberty GB was convicted of one count of religiously aggravated harassment in March following a week-long trial at
Southwark Crown Court.
Burton, who says he has resigned from the group following his conviction, had denied the charge and claimed he was
exercising his right to free speech. He said he insulted Mr Mughal after reading articles suggesting Tell Mama
had exaggerated figures about anti-Muslim incidents.
Mr Mughal said in a statement: "The defendant's actions have led to endless nights of anxiety and fear and a sense of
being targeted to my core." Judge Alex Gordon said Burton had been on a campaign to tar all Muslims as violent
extremists as he jailed him for 12 weeks at Inner London Crown Court yesterday.
He said: "The defendant was found guilty by jury following a trial in March of religiously aggravated harassment. He
sent a series of grossly offensive emails to Tell Mama with the obvious intention that they would be, as they were,
received by Mr Mughal.
"Not only were these emails offensive, they provided links to deeply offensive material involving a petition called
'renounce, reform, of get the hell out of my country'. He also linked to articles with vile slurs to Mr Mughal. He was
broadcasting the harassment to the world."
The judge said the emails "continued after the defendant was asked to stop sending them, and after it was threatened
that he would be reported to the police". He continued: "It was obvious that these emails were designed, carefully
designed to harass Mr Mughal by causing him distress.
"Your extreme antipathy towards Muslims is what led you to harass Mr Mughal. You are seemingly incapable of
distinguishing between Muslims and violent Islamists. Your offending behaviour was obviously motivated by a
religious hostility and aggravated the harassment.
"You were at the time, [though you have] apparently now resigned, a member of a group Liberty GB which promotes
antipathy based on religious adherence. It was pre-meditated, it was determined, it was deeply unpleasant, and it was
part of a campaign by you and your associates to tar all Muslims as Islamists."
Judge Gordon accepted that Burton had "expressed some limited remorse". Burton was previously cleared of racially
aggravated harassment in 2014 after calling Mr Mughal a "mendacious grievance-mongering taqqiya artist" and a
"Muslim scumbag" on Twitter.
He told him Liberty GB members "raised a glass in your honour, and toasted you with a bacon sandwich" in an email
referencing the second anniversary of his acquittal on 26 April 2016. Jurors were told the obscure theological term
"taqqiya" provides persecuted Shia Muslims with an option to deny their faith "if their life is at stake".
Mr Mughal said far-right extremists use the term to "blacken all Muslims". He told the trial: "Within far-right circles
they say don't trust Muslims because 'taqqiya' means they will lie - one to spread Islam, two to take over the state by
insidious means, and three to promote Sharia."
Judge Gordon jailed Burton for 12 weeks and imposed a restraining order barring him from contacting Fiyaz Mughal,
Faith Matters, Tell Mama, or any employee of those groups. He added: "A breach of that order is quite rightly taken
by the courts as an extremely important matter and may well result in a custodial sentence."
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Nuttall: Burqa ban will be law in 10 years' time
Jonathan Walker

UKIP leader Paul Nuttall has insisted history will prove him right over his proposal to ban full face coverings
such as the burqa.
And he predicted that a ban could be UK law within a decade.
Mr Nuttall has been criticised after announcing that a ban on full face veils would be a key plank in UKIP's general
election manifesto, with MEP James Carver resigning as the party's foreign affairs spokesman in protest.
But speaking to The Journal, Mr Nuttall said he stood by the proposal - and insisted it would benefit women from
Muslim communities.
"My view is if you want to enjoy the full fruits of our great society then you have to show your face.
"If you look at the statistics, for example, regarding the economic inactivity of Muslim women, its 58%
nationally. I think it's 70% for Pakistani and Bangladeshi women in the West Midlands.
"So in effect they are being cut off in many ways from employment opportunities, by not being willing to show
their faces.
"Then of course there's the security aspect surrounding the fact that people aren't showing their faces as well, because
whether we like it or not, there is more CCTV in Britain than anywhere else per head. And in order for that be effective
you have to see people's faces."
He said his proposals would "help integration and help break down the divisions that we have at the moment".
Mr Nuttall said the UK was failing to integrate some ethnic minority communities.
"There are particular people and particular communities who never come into contact with anyone else from a different
community and don't learn about different communities.
"Demographically we are changing as a country, massively. And something has to be done now, otherwise we are
cooking up a whole load of problems down the line.
"We [UKIP] have been radical on this. We have been brave in many ways. But I don't regret what I've said on these
issues. I just think it's an issue that either gets tackled now, or it gets tackled down the line.
"And I suspect that what we're saying will no doubt be either be the policies of the establishment parties or indeed
government policy within the next decade."
Mr Nuttall said UKIP would stand candidates across the country in this general election - but would focus resources
on a small number of seats where it believed it could win, campaigning "like a by-election" in each target constituency.
"What we have learned from the 2015 experience is that there are no prizes for second place.
"So we will be targeting, and targeting ruthlessly, to ensure that we can get more people over the line than we did in
2015."
He declined to reveal how many seats would be targeted in this way.
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"Of course there will be a limited number because we will focus our resources and manpower. I cannot give you an
exact number on that.
"We will be putting up candidates across the country. But we will be really homing in on places where we are strong."
UKIP would win seats in the North, despite failing to do so in the 2015 election, he said.
It will refuse to stand candimany dates in seats where a Brexit-supporting MP from a rival party is standing for reelection and has a chance of losing to a pro-EU opponent, Mr Nuttall said.
He said decisions about where to stand aside would be taken by the party leadership in consultation with local activists.
But he named David Nuttall, Conservative MP in Bury North, and Kate Hoey, Labour MP in Vauxhall, both known
for their opposition to the EU, as MPs UKIP would not oppose.
"If there is a Brexiteer with a slender majority and there is the opportunity that they will lose the seat to a remainer,
then the UKIP branch will indeed be asked if it is a good idea to stand aside.
"We are talking tens of seats, not hundreds."
Mr Nuttall acknowledged that UKIP had been divided, saying it was a "young party" and was still "growing up".
Incidents have including a confrontation in Strasbourg last year, in which UKIP MEP Steven Woolfe was treated at
hospital following a clash with fellow UKIP MEP Mike Hookem.
Mr Nuttall said: "UKIP hasn't covered itself in glory, particularly in those months between Nigel [Farage] standing
down [as leader] and me coming in."
He added: "We had the altercation in Strasbourg, which I missed.
"I was the leader of the UKIP MEP group. I should have been chairing that meeting.
"But unfortunately I was back in the UK having dental work.
So like all of you I was watching that on the telly, literally with my head in my hands asking 'what are they doing?'
"Obviously it painted the party in a bad light, and we've got to sort that out."
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China bans Islamic baby names in Muslim province
LIZZIE DEARDEN

Chinese authorities have banned Islamic baby names in the country's largest Muslim province as part of a
crackdown on alleged "extremism" that monitors say restricts fundamental rights. A document entitled
Naming Rules for Ethnic Minorities prohibits names used by Muslim parents around the world including
Imam, Hajj, Islam, Quran, Saddam, Medina and Islam, Radio Free Asia (RFA) reported.
It applies to the Muslim-majority province of Xinjiang, where the Communist Party has been imposing ever tighter
restrictions on religion in what it claims is a battle against "extremism", amid a separatist uprising by Uyghur rebels.
Any babies with "overly religious" names will be barred from the hukou household registration system governing
access to healthcare and education, a police official in the regional capital of Urumqi told RFA, which was founded
by the US government and advances its foreign policy.
"You're not allowed to give names with a strong religious flavour, such as Jihad or names like that," he added.
"The most important thing here is the connotations of the name... [It mustn't have] connotations of holy war
or of separatism."
Muslims from the Uyghur ethnic group, which is the majority in Xinjiang, are being urged to "stick to the party line"
and avoid anything seen as "promoting terror and evil cults". A list of banned names was previously detailed in Hotan
prefecture in 2015 but has now reportedly been rolled out throughout Xinjiang, which is home to an estimated 10
million Muslims.
Human Rights Watch said the latest "absurd" prohibition was part of a slew of new regulations "restricting religious
freedom in the name of countering 'extremism'".
"These policies are blatant violations of domestic and international protections on the rights to freedom of belief and
expression," said Sophie Richardson, Human Rights Watch's director for China. "Violent incidents and ethnic tensions
in Xinjiang have been on the rise in recent years, but the government's farcically repressive policies and punishments
are hardly solutions. Instead, they are only going to deepen resentment among Uyghurs."
The reported list of names emerged less than a month after authorities in Xinjiang imposed new rules prohibiting the
wearing of "abnormal" beards or burqas in public places, and imposing punishments for refusing to watch state
television or radio programmes. It included a ban on "naming of children to exaggerate religious fervour", but did not
immediately give specifics.
Rules published in state-controlled media continued: "Parents should use good moral conduct to influence their
children, educate them to revere science, pursue culture, uphold ethnic unity and refuse and oppose extremism."
Punishments also appear to be increasing for officials deemed to be too lenient over the growing restrictions.
In January, a government employee who criticised policies in messages to his wife received a "serious warning" and
in March, a Uyghur official was reportedly removed from her job for holding her wedding ceremony at home instead
of at a government-approved venue.
Human Rights Watch said a further 97 officials in Hotan prefecture were reprimanded earlier this month, including
one who was demoted for "not daring" to smoke in front of religious figures and showing an inadequately "resolute
political stance". Successive bans on select "extremist behaviours" have previously been introduced in in areas of
Xinjiang, including stopping people with headscarves, veils and long beards from boarding buses in at least one city.
Hundreds of people have died in the ongoing conflict between separatists and the Chinese government in the Xinjiang
Uyghur Autonomous Region, which sits on China's far north-western border. Beijing has blamed the unrest on Islamist
militants, though rights groups say the violence is a reaction to repressive Chinese policies and rebels claim the region
has been illegally occupied since 1949.
Peaceful protests have taken place alongside bombings and other violent attacks on Chinese security forces and
institutions. The government strongly denies committing any abuses in Xinjiang and insists the legal, cultural and
religious rights of Uyghurs, a Turkic ethnic group, are fully protected.
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Ukip insists beekeepers will be exempt from ban on 'face-coverings'
ASHLEY COWBURN POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT

Ukip has insisted beekeepers will be exempt from a controversial proposal to ban the "wearing of face
coverings" in public places in Britain. It came as the party unveiled a string of predominantly Islam-focused
policies yesterday as part of Paul Nuttall's "integration agenda" platform for the general election in six weeks'
time.
Introducing the event at the Marriot County Hall, Mr Nuttall said: "Today's message will be a message of positivity,
it will not be about negativity. What we will say today is not designed to sow the seeds of division. It is about
promoting integration in British society," he added.
But when quizzed on the party's proposal to "pass a law against the wearing of face coverings in public places"
and whether it would apply to beekeepers, the party's deputy leader Peter Whittle said it was a "ridiculous"
suggestion and confirmed it would be focused on the burqa. "Face coverings are a deliberate barrier to
integration and, in many contexts, a security risk too. The time has come to outlaw them. People should show
their face in a public place," the party's literature on face coverings adds.
Other proposals included implementing school-based medical checks on girls from "groups at high risk" of suffering
from the practice of female genital mutilation (FGM) in Britain. The party suggests the examinations should take place
annually and whenever they return from trips overseas. Women and equalities spokeswoman Margot Parker said
medical practitioners should be required to report cases of FGM. A failure to report FGM would also be a criminal
offence for any adult who knows it has taken place.
"All these measures to combat this despicable crime are already law in France, a country that has a far, far better
record than us on FGM," Ms Parker said. "Not only have they proven effective both in protecting girls in France from
FGM, they also help provide essential evidence to mount prosecutions where FGM has taken place. It is time the
United Kingdom caught up."
Ms Parker also said victims of "grooming gangs" who are from a different ethnic or religious background to the
perpetrators should be treated as having suffered a hate crime. Another proposal, which the party aims to place in their
election manifesto, included a "moratorium on new Islamic faith schools until substantial progress has been
demonstrated in integrating Muslims into mainstream British society".
Caroline Lucas, the Green Party co-leader, branded the party's agenda for the general election as "full-throttled
Islamphobia", an assault on multiculturalism and an attack on Muslims in the UK. Mr Whittle, however, rejected
suggestions that the party was attempting to capitalise on the "BNP vote" and that the suggested policies were racist.
Following the event Mr Nuttall, who failed in his bid to be elected as Stoke-on-Trent Central's MP earlier this year,
also evaded reporters' questions on whether he would be standing again in the upcoming election, adding it would be
decided by the party's national executive committee later this week.
When he eventually emerged from a room inside the Marriot County Hall in central London, the party leader jokingly
added that Ukip leaders "have done quite well outside Parliament" - an apparent reference to his predecessor Nigel
Farage and his failed attempts to be elected as an MP. When asked on Sunday whether he would be standing, Mr
Nuttall said he would be having "conversations with branches" about his potential candidacy.
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Shame on those who preach intolerance in the name of Christianity; All
across the continent, compassion has run dry as the right ignores the Gospel
lessons
Catherine Pepinster

It is chocolate time for French children this morning, thanks to les cloches volantes - the flying bells. Legend has it
that France's church bells are silent between Good Friday and Easter Sunday because they fly to Rome to be blessed
by the pope and then return laden with chocolate goodies. Children will be hunting in the grass for them as the bells
ring out news of Christ's resurrection. For a country that has always seemed secular, thanks to its sharp divide between
church and state, France remains remarkably Catholic in its traditions.
But it is not Catholicism or other Christian denominations that have dominated political discourse about religion in
France in recent years. It is Islam that has filled the headlines, due, first, to a preoccupation with mass migration from
the Middle East and France's former colonies in Africa, and, more recently, with Islamist attacks in Paris and Nice.
There was also the murder of Father Jacques Hamel last July, killed as he prepared to celebrate Mass. The nation's
distress at the slaying of the priest in front of his altar strengthened identification with the church and moved Catholic
opinion further to the right.
Even today, two-thirds of French people identify themselves as Catholic. Politicians have noted this, as well as the
rightwards drift of voters. In a week's time, the French will vote in the first round of their presidential election. The
mood is angry. One in 10 of the workforce is unemployed. Poverty is on the rise. Just as people in the US and UK
rejected the status quo by voting for Trump and Brexit, concern is growing that France might vote for the Front
National's Marine Le Pen.
Le Pen, a divorced Catholic living with a new partner, describes herself as a catholique de parvis (a Catholic kept just
outside the walls), adroitly trying to appeal to her co-religionists. But her brand of Catholicism includes antipathy to
Islam, a revisiting of antisemitism with her denial last week of the Paris wartime roundup of Jews and a rejection of
the EU project.
Elsewhere in Europe, there are similar stories of anti-establishment anger, populist politics and, on occasion, the
claiming of a version of Christianity to prove a politician's point. The Hungarian prime minister, Viktor Orbán, raised
as an atheist when Hungary belonged to the Soviet bloc, now insists that Christianity is Hungary's backbone and that
this backbone that must be stiffened to preserve the nation's cultural identity and counter the Muslim threat. Hungary's
reworked constitution now includes "the role of Christianity in preserving nationhood" and he has stated he
must protect his country's borders from mainly Muslim migrants "to keep Europe Christian".
In Germany, where Angela Merkel's popularity dropped in a backlash at her generous immigration policy, the
rightwing, openly anti-Muslim AfD party made significant gains against Merkel's Christian Democrats in local
elections last year. It was the Christian Democrats' worst result and they will be watching nervously to see if
there is a repetition in regional elections in Schleswig-Holstein and North-Rhine Westphalia in May.
The hostility to others expressed by voters opting for far-right, populist parties is at odds with the Gospel values shared
by Europe for so long and rejection of the EU shows disdain for its founding principles that were influenced by
Christian theology's concepts of fellowship and solidarity.
Europe seems to be a world turned upside down, where people fear the stranger in their midst
This hostility is something new. Plenty of Europeans long ago abandoned church teaching on personal morality,
rejecting what is taught about abortion, contraception and same-sex marriage. But that was a turning away from the
institution's thinking on what went on in the bedroom. Gospel values - the teachings of Jesus - about love of one's
neighbour and the welcome that should be given to the stranger stayed strong in Europe. Even the most ghastly
episodes in Europe's history, when those values were challenged by Nazism and fascism, saw them continue to be
embraced by the rest. Now, Europe seems a world turned upside down, where people fear the stranger in their midst.
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The origins of that fear are understandable, given the atrocities in Westminster, Paris, Stockholm and elsewhere. Then
there are concerns about a steady supply of migrants perpetuating low pay. But this distress is played upon by populist
opportunists riding a wave of discontent and putting the blame on the new arrivals rather than businessmen cutting
wages.
A voice that continues to rise above the fray, urging Europeans not to make scapegoats of others, is that of Pope
Francis. Since he was elected in 2013, the pope, whose family were Italian migrants who made a new life for
themselves in Argentina, has spoken frequently of the need to welcome people who flee terrorism, tyranny and despair.
"Migrants are not pawns on the chessboard of humanity," he once said, urging greater efforts to eradicate the poverty
that leads to the movement of people.
His words have been matched by public gestures, from travelling to the Italian island of Lampedusa to commemorate
thousands of lives lost in the Mediterranean by people fleeing Africa in leaky boats to taking several Muslim families
home with him last year to new lives in Rome.
These were gestures of solidarity, one of the original principles of the postwar European project, adopted by its
Catholic founders Jean Monnet and Robert Schuman from Catholic theology, its roots in Christian ideas of
community. When EU leaders gathered in Rome last month to commemorate the founding of the union, they were
joined at the Vatican by Francis, who warned them of "the temptation to reduce the founding ideals of the union to
productive, economic and financial needs". There is a sense already of that reductionism, expressed in the referendum
vote of the United Kingdom, notably absent from those Rome celebrations. The drawbridge has been pulled up. Other
Europeans are showing disgruntlement too; solidarity today only goes so far.
That narrower view is apparent in Theresa May's interpretation of Christianity. In her Easter message, the prime
minister emphasises her credentials as a vicar's daughter, suggesting the British should unite at this time of Brexit
because of their shared values. It's noticeable when she writes of those values expressed by Christians that she cites
visiting the sick and the bereaved. This is "the sense of obligation we have to one another". But the ancient Christian
tradition of hospitality for the stranger is missing from her Easter credo.
In his Maundy Thursday Mass at St Peter's, the pope spoke of the Samaritan woman at the well who used her pitcher
to give a thirsty Christ water. Samaritans and Jews usually had no dealings with one another, but the woman stopped
to help this stranger.
On Good Friday, churches marking the crucifixion of Christ will have heard in the readings the story of Simon of
Cyrene, another stranger, who helped the bloodied, beaten Christ carry his cross. This was the service to others Jesus
had in mind when he urged his followers to help the stranger: "As you did it to the least of my brothers, so you did it
to me."
In 1980, Margaret Thatcher gave a sermon on the parable of the Good Samaritan, the man who helps a
Jew who has been mugged when everyone else leaves him by the wayside. According to the then prime minister, the
reason the Samaritan helped was because he could; he had the money to do so. Well, up to a point. There are times
when Christ says we must help, whatever our circumstances. He might have had refugee children in mind. Instead of
focusing on Gospels values this Easter, Europe seems a continent in the grip of compassion fatigue.
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TOLERANCE THAT CREATED A FEEDING GROUND FOR TERROR
SUE REID

WHEN anti-terror police searched Stockholm for clues about terror suspect Rakhmat Akilov, they were pelted
with stones by hostile gangs of youths.
Officers had entered the suburb of Tensta, home to thousands of migrants from Islamic countries and
increasingly under the stranglehold of strict fundamentalism. It is where Swedish women say they feel unsafe
and, as in other migrant-filled suburbs, street posters showing female images are often torn down by patrolling
groups of male Muslims who scrawl the word whore' over them.
This is the melting pot where Akilov is thought to have once lived and still had contacts, but the deep anger at
the police's arrival there will not have surprised officers. Tragically, a liberal country renowned for its
generosity for more than half a century to those seeking refuge from war, poverty or oppression is now paying
the price for its tolerance. For many migrants, such as Akilov, are not assimilating. Instead, they are forming
a parallel society where the hatred of the police, the subjugation of women and the norms of a strict Islamic life
are commonplace.
In Sweden, large numbers of asylum seekers are automatically given housing and benefits, yet many cannot work
because they speak Swedish poorly and have only had rudimentary schooling. With little to do, they have become
easy targets for extremists who recruit for Islamic State.
The fact is that, for years, the Swedish government has opened its borders to almost any foreigner who wanted to join
the 9.5?million population.
At the peak of the 2015 migration crisis, 163,000 migrants arrived claiming asylum from chaotic war-ridden countries,
such as Akilov's Uzbekistan, with zealously-held religious values and cultural traditions radically different to those in
free-thinking Sweden.
It is telling that if you type the word asylum' in Arabic into an internet search engine, Sweden' comes out as the top
result. The effect of such uncontrolled mass migration is that the population is the fastest growing in the EU.
It has accepted one in seven migrants (the vast majority asylum seekers) entering the EU in recent years, more per
capita than any other member state.
One small Swedish municipality near Stockholm, Sodertalje, took in more Iraqis seeking refuge around the time of
the Iraq war than America and Britain combined.
But Swedish officials did not make certain they knew where the arrivals were really from, or the true reason they
wanted to settle. Of the asylum seekers admitted in 2015, 80 per cent did not have any identification papers so it was
almost impossible to find out who they were or whether they had terror links. Another 40,000 were let in who did not
ask for asylum. They simply disappeared and have not been traced by the authorities.
T he result is a dramatic demographic change and clash of cultures. Once quiet inner-city suburbs such as Tensta are
turbulent with night-time riots commonplace, a distaste of police widespread, and order dangerously near breakdown.
Shockingly, only 494 of the 163,000 who arrived as asylum seekers here at the height of the migration crisis in 2015
had, by last summer, found jobs or contributed to the economy.
Into this dangerous vacuum has come hardline Islam, propagating discontent, particularly among young
unaccompanied men.
The Muslim Brotherhood, which promotes a conservative brand of Islam, has got a deep foothold in Sweden and more
people are turning to it. Controversially, native Swedes are told to accept this without question.
A TV advert made by a government-backed charity recently urged people to realise that Sweden will never be what it
once was' and to find a way to live side by side' with the newcomers.
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Called The New Country', the ad showed smiling faces of different races and ethnicity. And it proclaimed: New
Swedes will claim their space and bring their culture, language and customs - and it is time to see it as a positive force
- there is no way back.'
However, the respected economist Tino Sanandaji, who has an Iranian-Kurdish background, recently described what's
happening in Sweden as being quite disastrous'. He said: This is an irreversible social experiment that no wealthy state
has ever attempted. There are almost no ideas or visions over how this can be solved. You can't combine open borders
with a welfare state. If you offer generous benefits, and anyone can come and use these benefits, a very large number
of people will try to do that. It's just mathematically impossible for a small country like Sweden to fund that.'
Yes, Swedish society is changing fast. It has been described as the rape capital of Europe. Sex assault figures, although
not broken down by ethnicity because doing so is against the law, are rising.
Last year, reports of such incidents went up by 13 per cent, yet fewer than one in five cases were solved. This
depressing outcome is believed to be because of a reluctance in migrant communities to co-operate with police - said
to be a legacy of bad experiences with officialdom in their birth countries.
One recent crime involved a 30-year-old woman sexually assaulted by two Afghan migrants who then posted video
footage of the two-hour attack on Facebook and sent it to their friends.
Snippets of an official police report published last summer said revealingly: In cases where the crimes were carried
out by offenders in a larger group in public places (pop festivals, for instance) and in swimming pools, the perpetrators
have been mainly youngsters who have applied or recently received asylum'.
As a result, state schools - once the envy of the free world - have been forced to advise girl pupils not to wear short
skirts or walk home alone because of the danger they will be sexually attacked for perceived immoral behaviour.
Bizarrely, bowing to the new values, the head of a secondary where a girl was raped by two migrant classmates sent
her to a new school - and welcomed the perpetrators back, saying they were the real victims'.
Only last week, in a sharp illustration of beleaguered Sweden, a private Islamic school was criticised as disgusting' by
the Swedish prime minister for segregating boys and girls as young as six in a country where mixed-gender classes
are the norm.
According to demographers, in 15 years' time, the population explosion fuelled by uncontrolled migration will mean
that indigenous Swedes will be in a minority. This is because the birth rate among migrants is faster than indigenous
Swedes and, until recently, they could bring their families in to join them.
In an effort to pull up the drawbridge, successful asylum cases are now subject to review after a few years and family
reunification is more difficult, making Sweden less accessible and less attractive to migrants.
The country tightened its borders following the Stockholm attack. Too little, too late?
Earlier this year, there was an episode which showed how the country's authorities have buried their heads in the sand
over the effects of their immigration policies. A senior police officer called Peter Springare posted his thoughts online.
Describing his week, he said: This is what I've handled from Monday-Friday: rape, rape, robbery, aggravated
assault, rape-assault and rape, extortion, blackmail, assault, violence against police, threats to police, drug
crime, drugs, crime, felony, attempted murder, rape again, extortion again and ill-treatment.
Suspected perpetrators; Ali Mohammed, Mahmod, Mohammed, Mohammed Ali, again, again, again
Christopher... what is it true? Yes a Swedish name crept in on the edges of a drug crime.
Mohammed, Mahmod Ali, again and again. Countries representing all the crimes this week: Iraq, Iraq, Turkey,
Syria, Afghanistan, Somalia, Somalia, Syria again, Somalia, unknown, unknown country, Sweden. Half of the
suspects, we can't be sure because they don't have any valid papers. Which in itself usually means that they're
lying about their nationality and identity.'
H e added: Now, we're talking just my municipality. And these crimes take up all our investigations' capacity.'
Inevitably, he was immediately investigated for possible hate crimes but no action was taken.
Recently, I was standing in the early morning on the streets of Gothenburg where in 2013 Sweden allowed the first
amplified Muslim call to prayer at a mosque. It was not difficult to see how the cracks in society are appearing.
This is the second biggest city where the Swedish authorities admit Islamic State is actively recruiting among
thousands of newly arrived young men. I saw well-wrapped up Swedes running to get on buses and trams in the snow
to go to work.
They were watched by scores of north African and Middle Eastern youths sheltering from the weather in the local
mall and smoking relentlessly at the entrance, throwing their butts into already overfilled bins. They had little to do
with their day and that can lead to social problems.
As Syrian asylum seeker Maher, 30, who arrived in 2015 and lives in a migrants' hostel nearby, told me: Sweden has
welcomed us. But it is not enough to give us pocket money and somewhere to sleep. Everyone needs more than that
to be content.'
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For example, in the big port of Malmo, when the authorities bought 268 apartments with taxpayers' money to allocate
to newly-arrived migrants, locals said it was unfair as they have to wait three years for similar accommodation. Yet
nothing changed as the townsfolk were ignored.
Whether the Swedish government (which has so fervently encouraged mass migration for decades) will now, after the
Stockholm attack, accept the mistakes it has made, is another question.
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Eastern Eye
April 14, 2017

Editor's comment
This is not a new trend, what is worrying is the steep increase in hate crimes against ethnic minorities which
has shot up following the Brexit vote last summer. In total, 34 per cent of black and Asians witnessed or
experienced racial abuse after the referendum, according to a TUC report.
The Polish community reported attacks against community centres and residents who had been living in the
UK peacefully for decades. The EDL has also seemingly had a resurgence post-Brexit where members go into
towns and intimidate Muslims.
FOLLOWING the horrific terror attack in Westminster last month, home secretary Amber Rudd announced
that the government would continue to monitor hate crimes in a bid to reassure those who were vulnerable to
racist and Islamophobic attacks.
FULL TEXT
Staying strong
FOLLOWING the horrific terror attack in Westminster last month, home secretary Amber Rudd announced that the
government would continue to monitor hate crimes in a bid to reassure those who were vulnerable to racist and
Islamophobic attacks.
Muslims can often feel the wrath of those who are looking to point the finger at certain communities and hold them
responsible when the slaying of innocent citizens take place in the name of Islam.
This is not a new trend, what is worrying is the steep increase in hate crimes against ethnic minorities which has shot
up following the Brexit vote last summer. In total, 34 per cent of black and Asians witnessed or experienced racial
abuse after the referendum, according to a TUC report.
Rudd sought to reassure ethnic minorities with her announcement but it appears a futile gesture when some politicians
have taken no responsibility for their part in stoking up fears about the "threats" that immigrants pose to UK society.
The Brexit campaign shamelessly played on the argument that foreigners were taking jobs, houses, benefits and
contributing to the collapse of the National Health Service and overcrowding of schools.
Xenophobic British residents who had previously kept their comments to themselves are increasingly indiscriminately
spouting racist abuse targeting anyone who is deemed to be different.
The Polish community reported attacks against community centres and residents who had been living in the UK
peacefully for decades. The EDL has also seemingly had a resurgence post-Brexit where members go into towns and
intimidate Muslims.
Political leaders praised Saffiyah Khan for her defiant stand against the leader of the group in Birmingham over the
weekend. But they also need to take responsibility for the fact that their powerful rhetoric has legitimised residents in
towns and cities across Britain to hurl racist abuse against minorities. Their task is to unite, not play on fears that
divide our society.
Tell us what you think
Want to say something about the stories in Eastern Eye or simply got a viewpoint you think should be heard? We want
to hear from you so write to us and we will consider publishing your response, if it is topical. We reserve the right to
edit letters. Email editor@easterneye.eu
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Sorry, but isn't prison meant to be a place of punishment?
GRAHAM Grant

In Pakistan, Tanveer Ahmed is a hero for his hardline stance on Islam and his passionate hatred of its enemies.
Hundreds gathered recently outside his family's home in Mirpur, in Pakistan administered Kashmir, for a rally
in his honour.
One man in the crowd said: 'Because of what he did, the whole of Pakistan knows who he is', while a Pakistani
cleric echoed his praise, and the general consensus was that Ahmed was 'brave'.
A Facebook page has posted a number of Ahmed's chilling messages, including that 'the penalty for
blasphemers is for their heads to be cut off'.
Disturbing, of course, and not least because Ahmed is a killer: last year he drove 200 miles from his Bradford
home to murder Glasgow shop-owner Asad Shah.
The latest sickening development, however, is that Ahmed used a prison phone to call a relative in England, who put
audio clips of his hate-filled rants online.
From the sanctuary of his Scottish prison, this monster was able to spread murderous hate thousands of miles away.
A growing number of his supporters see Ahmed as a 'defender of Islam' for killing someone they believe disrespected
the Prophet Muhammad.
Inmates can only call preapproved numbers, so it was easy for Ahmed to contact his relative and use them as a conduit
for his vile messages, helping to build a sick cult in his homeland.
Prison authorities later banned him from making phone calls (though for how long, before he threatens to sue for a
breach of his human rights, is difficult to know).
Indeed, the killer can still send letters, as human rights law bans interception of prisoners' correspondence unless there
is reason to suspect criminality - good news for Ahmed's barbaric acolytes in Pakistan.
Not such good news for the wretched, tormented family of Mr Shah.
The extremist who slaughtered a proud, hardworking man has become a heroic figure, lauded for his brutality,
by covertly preaching hate from his prison, where he is serving a 27-year sentence for murder.
Police Scotland say they are 'assessing' the matter for any criminality.
But the damage is already done and Ahmed has made a mockery of the penal regime, causing further incalculable
trauma to his victim's family.
Within days of these revelations, and with lamentable timing, the prisons watchdog called for inmates to have incell
telephones which he believes can help to combat their isolation by facilitating contact with friends and family.
Backlash David Strang, HM Chief Inspector of Prisons, spoke out to back the idea, which had been supported
previously by the chief executive of the Scottish Prison Service (SPS), Colin McConnell, before a fierce backlash
forced him to drop the proposal.
Keen students of our cushy jails may recall that Mr McConnell has also voiced support for televisions in jail cells to
'encourage discourse about Coronation Street' - so that offenders do not have to reflect on their crimes.
Ahmed and every other murderer desperate to torment their victims from the safety of their prison cells will doubtless
also warmly applaud the idea of being able to reach out of their prison bed (now with softer pillows following an
earlier recommendation from Mr Strang) to terrorise victims by phone.
Other likely advocates of in-cell phones include Imran Shahid, ringleader of a gang of racist thugs who murdered 15year-old Glasgow schoolboy Kriss Donald in 2004.
He used a smuggled mobile phone to call a newspaper from his jail cell and send pictures.
In the accompanying article, Shahid, who was seen flexing his naked torso in a bodybuilding pose, vowed revenge on
his enemies, warning them they would 'feel my wrath'.
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Kriss's mother Angela told me in 2013 that 'for him to have the audacity to take a picture of himself was devastating
for us'.
At the time, the SPS said 'people want criminals to disappear but you can't really do that in a free society' - a statement
that reeked of defeatism and a grotesque disregard for victims' rights.
The system of approving prisoners' phone numbers is obviously a nonsense, as Ahmed's case proves beyond doubt.
Perhaps, in time, prisoners will be issued with their own smartphones, which would at least tackle the black market in
smuggled handsets that flourishes in our jails - and why not free tablet devices, too, to help them pass the time? They
could catch up with episodes of Coronation Street while pounding the treadmill in the state-of-the-art prison gym
before returning to their cell for a little light gaming on their PlayStations.
As we revealed last week, young criminals have been given access to violent computer games involving assault,
murder and highspeed car chases.
Inmates at Polmont Young Offenders Institution, near Falkirk, were bought nine copies of the Grand Theft Auto V
game, which includes graphic depiction of torture.
The games were part of a £25,000 package of books, DVDs, CDs and computer games bought by the SPS for the
enjoyment of convicted criminals throughout the country.
Documents released under the Freedom of Information Act show the Scottish Prison Service spent more than £3,000
on computer games for inmates at Polmont between 2014-2016.
Well, Mr McConnell did say in 2013 that he wanted to create a 'golden age' for inmates which would recognise their
'human frailties' and 'temptations'.
He has studiously avoided calling prisoners 'criminals' and talked instead about taking 'offenders' on a 'justice journey'.
One such 'justice journey' is to the riverbank: it emerged in 2015 that prisoners were being allowed to enjoy days out
fly-fishing - with the idea that it gave them 'something productive' to do in their 'free time'.
Breaches Another 'journey' some prisoners can now make is to a special ATM-style device a short stroll from their
cells, where they can get direct access to information that could help them sue over human rights breaches.
It means criminals at HMP Kilmarnock can use an 'ATM' to find out about potential breaches of their rights - before
using phones to call pre-programmed numbers for lawyers.
The jail at Low Moss in Bishopbriggs, near Glasgow, has a special area where inmates can contact the European Court
of Human Rights.
Staff 'facilitate contact' so convicts can prepare taxpayer-funded cases.
Using legal aid, prisoners have wasted millions of pounds of public cash on trivial cases, such as a child rapist who
sued his jail because he was 'bored' and an inmate who sued over dirty socks.
Prison bosses have made it easier for inmates to terrorise their victims, easier to unwind - and easier to milk the
taxpayer over perceived discomforts.
But when will they will make it easier for victims and their families to cope with their unbearable burden? Their
'human frailties', it seems, simply don't count.
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Anti-integration message spread in mosques; Undercover reporter was
alarmed at what he heard from Germany's imams
Derek Scally

Constantin Schreiber is Germany's most famous Arab speaker. A 37-year-old television journalist and news
anchor,he shot to fame as presenter of Marhaba (an Arabic greeting used for "hello"), a series that clocked up
millions of viewers from recently arrived asylum seekers curious about their new home.
After attracting praise for telling the human stories behind Germany's refugee crisis, Schreiber has now
published a controversial new book - Inside Islam, painting a sober picture of Friday sermons inside 13 German
mosques he visited unannounced.
Preparing for his project, Schreiber was surprised at how little German authorities know about the Muslims
in their midst. There are roughly 4.7 million Muslims and 2,300 mosques in Germany - both are estimates as
there are no official figures. Nor is there any official oversight by German tax authorities of mosque finances,
despite concerns over foreign funding.
During his year visiting Arab and Turkish mosques, he soon noticed patterns. All but one imam had come to Germany
from Turkey or the Arab world and, of the two groups, Turkish imams' sermons were general more political. Before
Turkey's looming constitutional referendum, Schreiber declines to comment on German concerns that Ankara dictates
many sermons' contents.
Marital rape
A common theme on his mosque visits: concerns over too much integration and the loss of Muslim identity.
Schreiber's mosque visits coincided with a series of major events and reports with links to Islamist extremism:
the Berlin imam who dismissed marital rape in January 2015; the Stuttgart mosque which, in June 2016, hosted
an imam who had previously called for the murder of Jews; a series of Islamist- linked terror attacks across
Europe and in Germany, culminating in the Berlin Christmas market attack carried out by a Tunisian man
with links to the German capital's self-described "mosque for Islamic State".
Given the scale of calamity carried out by extremists in the name of Islam, Schreiber was surprised how little
these attacks featured in sermons.
A second surprise: the refusal of many translators and Islamic scholars to help him understand the sermons'
more complicated theological contents. One advised him to drop his project, warning that explaining sermons
to readers could "deepen the trenches" between Germany's Muslim and non-Muslim population.
Election campaign
The book has not been universally welcomed, with some calling it a superficial and rushed treatment of a complex
and potentially explosive topic and a gift to the far-right AfD as it gears up for an anti-Islam federal election campaign.
Schreiber dismisses these criticisms, pointing out that his book is reportage, with no claim of theological rigour or
statistical representation.
Though no one questioned or challenged his presence during Friday prayers, he says just five of the 13 imams he
heard speak agreed to talk to him afterwards. Despite living here for many years, only one of the eight imams he met
could speak German.
A final troubling observation: brochures and books in mosques claiming, among other things, that "God alone is the
legislator" or insisting that the Koran trumps parliamentary democracy.
For Schreiber, the greatest concern of his journey was the gap between what is heard outside and inside the walls of
mosques in Germany.
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"Outside the talk is of integration, inside the opposition is the case," he writes. "The majority of sermons I visited were
against the integration of Muslims in the German community."
"I would love to present a positive example of a sermon that builds a bridge to life in Germany," said Schreiber, "but
my mosque visits didn't provide one."
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I'm in bikini... let's be proud of our bodies
SAIRA KHAN
I was brought up to believe I should keep myself covered at all times to protect my modesty from the gaze of men
and, if I was not careful, my body would bring me shame and disgrace.
As a Muslim teenager in 1980s Britain, I longed for the freedom of the light cotton dresses or shorts and T-shirts worn
by schoolfriends in summer. But it never happened.
Because in my religious community, those clothes would have branded me a harlot and signalled that I was
offering sexual favours.
So to appear on TV in my bikini was a big ask. But on Loose Women I will do just that as part of the show's Body
Confidence Campaign.
I firmly believe all women should be encouraged to celebrate their bodies. So I had no choice but to put my bikini
body where my mouth is - wobbly tummy, scars and all.
It turns out that one in every 100 UK women has Body Dysmorphic Disorder which, the NHS says, "causes a distorted
view of how a person looks and to spend a lot of time worrying about appearance".
In many ways my parents were amazing. Loving and supportive, they gave me the values that made me who I am
today. But they failed me badly when it came to making me feel good about my body.
Much of it is down to cultural and religious beliefs. Covering up meant wearing the shalwar kameez - a baggy tunic
and trousers that disguises shape - and the dupatta, a scarf covering hair and breasts.
Men, of course, could wear what they liked. Don't get me wrong, I loved wearing my shalwar kameez at home and on
special occasions, but I also longed to feel attractive and fashionable.
This idea that my body was to be hidden really damaged my confidence. So when puberty kicked in and I
gained curves and hips, I felt embarrassed, ugly, ashamed.
I'm sure many non-Muslim teenagers go through this phase too.
But for me covering up reinforced the message that a woman's body should be hidden, never seen.
It has taken years to accept the way I look and I still feel awkward if someone pays me a compliment.
So when Loose Women's Body Confidence Campaign launches to encourage women to celebrate the story their body
tells, I will confront my insecurities. We want all women, regardless of age, ethnicity, sexuality or religion, to celebrate
their bodies and see post-op scars, birthmarks or stretchmarks as part of their unique life story.
For the first time, I will bare my body without filters or airbrushing.
It wasn't easy. On top of the coming difficult conversation with my mum, I've been stressing about my short legs, jelly
belly and psoriasis scars. All that will appear on billboards. I don't do things by half, do I?
It was a chance to say: "I'm not perfect, but I'm alive, healthy and this body has made me a mum. I am grateful and
proud to have it."
Seeing Kim Kardashian's booty with cellulite and stretchmarks made me feel a little better. If she can flaunt it with a
smile, what the heck have I got to worry about?
Loose Women Body Stories launches on Tuesday at 12.30pm on ITV. If you'd like to get involved with the campaign,
share your story at #MyBodyMyStory or #madeuthink?
Jelly belly, short legs & scars... a unique life story
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Ukip MEP's 'death cult' remarks spark new Islamophobia row; Party leader
Paul Nuttall refuses to say whether he agrees with views of Brexit spokesman
Gerard Batten
Peter Walker Political correspondent
Ukip is facing renewed criticism over its attitudes towards Islam after it emerged that one of its senior MEPs said
non-Muslims should have a "perfectly rational fear" of the faith, which he described as a "death cult" steeped in
violence.
The Liberal Democrats and Greens described the comments, written in a blogpost by Ukip's Brexit spokesman, Gerard
Batten, as "hateful" and "the gutter of British politics".
Asked twice about the issue at the launch of Ukip's election campaign on Friday, the party's leader, Paul Nuttall,
declined to say whether he agreed with Batten's views.
Ukip's stance towards Islam has been in focus since Monday, when the party announced what it terms an
"integration agenda", including a ban on full-face veils and compulsory medical checks for girls seen as at risk
of female genital mutilation.
Later in the week the party adopted as a candidate an activist from the anti-Islam Pegida movement, who has
praised the far-right leaders Marine Le Pen and Geert Wilders and described Islam as "evil".
Speaking at Friday's campaign launch, Nuttall said the candidacy of Anne Marie Waters would be considered by
Ukip's national executive committee. But he did not answer questions about the views of Batten, an MEP since 2004.
In the post on his personal blog written after last month's terrorist attack in Westminster, Batten said Islam should
be referred to as "Mohammedanism - the cult of Mohammed - because that is what it is".
He continued: "It is a death cult, born and steeped in 1,400 years of violence and bloodshed, that propagates
itself by intimidation, violence and conquest."
Batten wrote: "The terrorists are the vanguard of Mohammedanism. They set out to cow the non-Mohammedan
population, so that the 'moderate Muslims' can get on establishing sharia courts, forcing halal food in school
and works canteens, and making the authorities look the other way regarding criminal activities for fear of
being called racist and Islamophobic."
Saying that a phobia was a fear without a rational base, Batten said: "A normal non-Mohammedan should have a
perfectly rational fear of 'Islam'."
The Liberal Democrat MP Tom Brake said: "[Nuttall] must stop turning a blind eye to this blatant Islamophobic
language and make clear it will not be tolerated.
"Ukip's lurch towards Islamophobia is a desperate attempt to stay relevant after Theresa May has taken over their hard
Brexit agenda. This kind of hateful language has no place in a UK political party."
Caroline Lucas, the Greens' co-leader, said: "Ukip's descent into the gutter of British politics is continuing. Their
leadership and spokespeople have lurched even further to the right as the Tories do their Brexit work for them.
"The deep prejudice within this hollowed out party is being exposed - and the Green party will continue to challenge
this bigotry every time it rears its ugly head."
Asked about Batten's comments, Nuttall instead defended his party's Islam-focused policies, saying these were
"somehow perceived as being anti-Muslim".
He continued: "Actually, it's all about equality. It's all about breaking down barriers. It's all about integrating people
into society."
The start of the event was interrupted by protesters, who shouted that Ukip was racist. Asked later whether this was
the case, Nuttall said: "No, they're not right. It's disappointing that certain people in politics don't want to debate. What
they want to do is shout people down."
Batten, who has previously said he has a policy of not talking to the Guardian, was contacted for comment.
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Right-wing radio host jailed for 'Islamophobic' trolling of anti-racism
campaigner
GREG WILFORD
A right-wing radio host who trolled an anti-hate crime campaigner with "Islamophobic" tweets and emails has
been jailed for 12 weeks. Timothy Burton, 64, branded Islam a "backwards, misogynistic, seventh-century"
ideology in a series of emails to Tell Mama founder Fiyaz Mughal OBE between 4 April and 26 April 2016.
Burton also sent Mr Mughal links to far-right blogs containing "vile slurs" against Muslims including a petition
called "renounce, reform, or get the hell out of my country". The radio presenter for the anti-immigration
group Liberty GB was convicted of one count of religiously aggravated harassment in March following a weeklong trial at Southwark Crown Court.
Burton, who says he has resigned from the group following his conviction, had denied the charge and claimed he was
exercising his right to free speech. He said he insulted Mr Mughal after reading articles suggesting Tell Mama had
exaggerated figures about anti-Muslim incidents.
Mr Mughal said in a statement: "The defendant's actions have led to endless nights of anxiety and fear and a
sense of being targeted to my core." Judge Alex Gordon said Burton had been on a campaign to tar all Muslims
as violent extremists as he jailed him for 12 weeks at Inner London Crown Court yesterday.
He said: "The defendant was found guilty by jury following a trial in March of religiously aggravated harassment. He
sent a series of grossly offensive emails to Tell Mama with the obvious intention that they would be, as they were,
received by Mr Mughal.
"Not only were these emails offensive, they provided links to deeply offensive material involving a petition called
'renounce, reform, of get the hell out of my country'. He also linked to articles with vile slurs to Mr Mughal. He was
broadcasting the harassment to the world."
The judge said the emails "continued after the defendant was asked to stop sending them, and after it was threatened
that he would be reported to the police". He continued: "It was obvious that these emails were designed, carefully
designed to harass Mr Mughal by causing him distress.
"Your extreme antipathy towards Muslims is what led you to harass Mr Mughal. You are seemingly incapable
of distinguishing between Muslims and violent Islamists. Your offending behaviour was obviously motivated
by a religious hostility and aggravated the harassment.
"You were at the time, [though you have] apparently now resigned, a member of a group Liberty GB which promotes
antipathy based on religious adherence. It was pre-meditated, it was determined, it was deeply unpleasant, and it was
part of a campaign by you and your associates to tar all Muslims as Islamists."
Judge Gordon accepted that Burton had "expressed some limited remorse". Burton was previously cleared of racially
aggravated harassment in 2014 after calling Mr Mughal a "mendacious grievance-mongering taqqiya artist" and a
"Muslim scumbag" on Twitter.
He told him Liberty GB members "raised a glass in your honour, and toasted you with a bacon sandwich" in an email
referencing the second anniversary of his acquittal on 26 April 2016. Jurors were told the obscure theological term
"taqqiya" provides persecuted Shia Muslims with an option to deny their faith "if their life is at stake".
Mr Mughal said far-right extremists use the term to "blacken all Muslims". He told the trial: "Within far-right circles
they say don't trust Muslims because 'taqqiya' means they will lie - one to spread Islam, two to take over the state by
insidious means, and three to promote Sharia."
Judge Gordon jailed Burton for 12 weeks and imposed a restraining order barring him from contacting Fiyaz Mughal,
Faith Matters, Tell Mama, or any employee of those groups. He added: "A breach of that order is quite rightly taken
by the courts as an extremely important matter and may well result in a custodial sentence."
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Nuttall: Burqa ban will be law in 10 years' time
Jonathan Walker
UKIP leader Paul Nuttall has insisted history will prove him right over his proposal to ban full face coverings
such as the burqa.
And he predicted that a ban could be UK law within a decade.
Mr Nuttall has been criticised after announcing that a ban on full face veils would be a key plank in UKIP's
general election manifesto, with MEP James Carver resigning as the party's foreign affairs spokesman in
protest.
But speaking to The Journal, Mr Nuttall said he stood by the proposal - and insisted it would benefit women
from Muslim communities.
"My view is if you want to enjoy the full fruits of our great society then you have to show your face.
"If you look at the statistics, for example, regarding the economic inactivity of Muslim women, its 58%
nationally. I think it's 70% for Pakistani and Bangladeshi women in the West Midlands.
"So in effect they are being cut off in many ways from employment opportunities, by not being willing to show
their faces.
"Then of course there's the security aspect surrounding the fact that people aren't showing their faces as well,
because whether we like it or not, there is more CCTV in Britain than anywhere else per head. And in order
for that be effective you have to see people's faces."
He said his proposals would "help integration and help break down the divisions that we have at the moment".
Mr Nuttall said the UK was failing to integrate some ethnic minority communities.
"There are particular people and particular communities who never come into contact with anyone else from
a different community and don't learn about different communities.
"Demographically we are changing as a country, massively. And something has to be done now, otherwise we are
cooking up a whole load of problems down the line.
"We [UKIP] have been radical on this. We have been brave in many ways. But I don't regret what I've said on these
issues. I just think it's an issue that either gets tackled now, or it gets tackled down the line.
"And I suspect that what we're saying will no doubt be either be the policies of the establishment parties or indeed
government policy within the next decade."
Mr Nuttall said UKIP would stand candidates across the country in this general election - but would focus resources
on a small number of seats where it believed it could win, campaigning "like a by-election" in each target constituency.
"What we have learned from the 2015 experience is that there are no prizes for second place.
"So we will be targeting, and targeting ruthlessly, to ensure that we can get more people over the line than we did in
2015."
He declined to reveal how many seats would be targeted in this way.
"Of course there will be a limited number because we will focus our resources and manpower. I cannot give you an
exact number on that.
"We will be putting up candidates across the country. But we will be really homing in on places where we are strong."
UKIP would win seats in the North, despite failing to do so in the 2015 election, he said.
It will refuse to stand candimany dates in seats where a Brexit-supporting MP from a rival party is standing for reelection and has a chance of losing to a pro-EU opponent, Mr Nuttall said.
He said decisions about where to stand aside would be taken by the party leadership in consultation with local activists.
But he named David Nuttall, Conservative MP in Bury North, and Kate Hoey, Labour MP in Vauxhall, both known
for their opposition to the EU, as MPs UKIP would not oppose.
"If there is a Brexiteer with a slender majority and there is the opportunity that they will lose the seat to a remainer,
then the UKIP branch will indeed be asked if it is a good idea to stand aside.
"We are talking tens of seats, not hundreds."
Mr Nuttall acknowledged that UKIP had been divided, saying it was a "young party" and was still "growing up".
Incidents have including a confrontation in Strasbourg last year, in which UKIP MEP Steven Woolfe was treated at
hospital following a clash with fellow UKIP MEP Mike Hookem.
Mr Nuttall said: "UKIP hasn't covered itself in glory, particularly in those months between Nigel [Farage] standing
down [as leader] and me coming in."
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He added: "We had the altercation in Strasbourg, which I missed.
"I was the leader of the UKIP MEP group. I should have been chairing that meeting.
"But unfortunately I was back in the UK having dental work.
So like all of you I was watching that on the telly, literally with my head in my hands asking 'what are they doing?'
"Obviously it painted the party in a bad light, and we've got to sort that out."
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Residents describe their shock after police shoot Muslim woman
Frightened residents have described their shock after police shot a woman at a house in north London in a series of
anti-terror raids.
Armed officers swarmed around a terraced property in Harlesden Road, Willesden, and neighbours heard a number
of gunshots being fired.
One young woman, who did not want to be named, said: "It was quite dramatic. I didn't realise what was happening I heard shooting and saw loads of police.
"We were kept inside our house, everything was cordoned off, they didn't let anyone come out of their houses.
"There were quite a few shots - at least six. At the beginning I didn't know what it was but after three or four we
realised and then saw the police."
Another resident, an elderly woman who also did not want to be identified, said she was terrified when she heard loud
bangs.
"I heard the police banging on someone's house; it was quite frightening hearing the shots fired," she added.
"There was a whole gang of them, maybe about 14 police all hanging around, they had guns.
"They were banging on some house and shouting.
"I was too frightened to go and see what was happening, I just wanted to keep away from the window."
One neighbour, who wished to remain anonymous, said he heard three gunshots and described seeing a "squad" of
armed police descend on the street.
Having gone to the flat upstairs to watch the drama unfold, the man said he saw armed officers running up the street
and surrounding the property in question.
"They brought down a woman, a lady, in a black scarf, a black burka," he told the Press Association.
"Then on the road, close to our house, we saw she had been shot - the paramedics and ambulances that were
there, they stripped off her clothing to get access to the wounded areas."
Questioned about her injuries, he said the woman had been carried out of the house on a stretcher, and that she had
bandages on her left arm and on the left side of her stomach.
He said the family who live at the property are from Somalia.
He added that he has lived in the residential street for 10 years, and the incident was "quite shocking" and had left his
children "frightened".
The man described seeing seven police vehicles parked in the road behind his property before the raid took place, and
that it all happened between 6pm and 7pm.
A mother-of-one who lived next door to the raided house, who gave her name only as Alexandra, said she heard a
woman "screaming" shortly after the armed police arrived.
She said she thought the police were coming through her door, and saw officers with "gas masks and snipers".
"We were just about to go shopping until we heard 'bang, bang, bang, bang', went to the window and just saw a number
of armed police just there with their guns pointing at our next-door neighbour's window.
"We were really worried - I was screaming to my partner 'Armed police is here, oh my god, armed police' and then
again we heard extra bangs, more bangs, so we assumed that's when they were breaking the doors or something.
"They were in the garden - they were everywhere. They swarmed the whole house practically. I wasn't even allowed
in my garden - they were telling me '(There's) armed police, go inside'.
"At that point I went to the window just to see what was happening. (I) couldn't really see anything until about after
15 minutes I heard the lady really screaming so we were trying to see if we could see anyone being brought out but
we couldn't - my partner thought he saw someone being carried."
She said the woman was "screaming really loud" and described her neighbours as a "standard Muslim couple" of
whom she "never suspected anything at all".
"They were a young religious couple ... in their 20s.
"They used to wear their Muslim outfit, for example, but she wasn't covered like completely - she used to wear
the whole black thing but you could see her face."
She said police were still in her neighbour's garden on Friday morning following the attack at around 6.55pm on
Thursday evening.
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Alex Paton, 50, who also lives in Harlesden Road, said: "Five minutes after it happened I saw the ambulance take off
and stuff and wondered what the hell it was."
He said he saw a woman "getting all cuffed up and put in a white suit", and described seeing "all sorts of people
running around - there was coppers and masked men with guns and there was a guy running down the road with a gas
mask and a machine gun".
"It was like 'Whoa - this is serious'."
Mr Paton added: "It was pretty scary ... I walked out to talk to a copper and I just got shouted at 'Get back in, get back
in'."
Maxine McKenzie, who lives up the road from where the swoop took place, described hearing "gunshots" and saw a
woman being taken away in an ambulance.
The 48-year-old said: "I saw lots of police officers, different kinds of police officers... a lot of frenetic police activity
and then they very quickly put the cordon up and then very quickly after that an ambulance arrived.
"A woman was being led away so she was led down the street... she was then restrained - they put restraints on her
behind her back - and took her off.
"Then we saw the injured person being taken out of the house on a stretcher and being put into an ambulance. She
was sitting upright and had oxygen on - I couldn't tell if she was conscious or unconscious."
She said some police had "big guns" which was "quite alarming - it's just abnormal residential street".
"I'm shocked but not surprised because we do live in a mixed community and that's why I love living here but I guess
with that comes some undesirable elements potentially. It's a wake-up call to what we may be living next door to... it
was quite upsetting for my daughter."
Ruth Haile, who also lives in the road, said she heard shots and saw an injured woman being treated.
She told the Press Association she saw a Muslim woman with "brown skin" on the ground with a chest injury being
treated by "five or six nurses".
"She shouted 'Don't touch me, my body, don't touch my dress'."
Ms Haile also said she saw another man and woman being arrested.
A woman who lives nearby said she had seen two men in a car on Thursday morning who she thought could have
been "watching what was going on".
Clare Wilson, 44, said: "There was just a blue car with two white guys sat in it - there until at least 1pm ... from about
9.30am.
"It just made me look when you think 'Oh, are they watching somebody?' because they're just sat there ... it was just
weird."
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Security Threats To Remain Elevated
HIGHLIGHT: Tajikistan's short-term political outlook is very weak, with the security and external threats category
scoring at just 30.0 out of 100, dragging the overall score down to 47.3. We continue to believe that security threats
on the external front will be high as it borders Afghanistan, one of the most unstable states globally, while weak
economic conditions and President Rahmon's heavy-handed measures to suppress the spread of Islam will instead
increase the risk of radical Islamism.
BMI View: Tajikistan's short-term political outlook is very weak, with the security and externalthreatscategory
scoring at just 30.0 out of 100, dragging the overall scoredownto 47.3. We continue to believe that security threats on
the external front will be high as itbordersAfghanistan, one of the most unstable states globally, while weak economic
conditions and President Rahmon'sheavy-handed measures to suppress the spread ofIslam will instead increase the
risk of radical Islamism.Tajikistan scores a poor 47.3 out of 100 in our short-term political risk index, which is well
below the emerging markets and global markets averages of 61.6 and 63.8, respectively. Among the four components
that make up our index, the security and external threat category scores the worst, coming in at just 30.0 out of 100.
We maintain our view that security threats will remain elevated due to Tajikistan's adjacency to Afghanistan and weak
economic conditions, coupled with President Rahmon's heavy-handed measures to suppress the spread of Islam, will
make the country an increasingly fertile ground for the spread of radical Islamism.
Tajikistan Highly Vulnerable To Terrorism Due To Unstable Afghanistan According to the Global Terrorism
Index 2016, which was released by the Institute for Economics and Peace, Tajikistan tops the rankings among Central
Asian countries in terms of vulnerability to terrorism. With neighbouring Afghanistan likely to remain one of the
world's most unstable states for the foreseeable future, we expect Tajikistan's border with Afghanistan in the South to
continue to be very unstable, to the detriment of Tajikistan's security. NATO member states have largely pulled their
forces from Afghanistan, and the resulting security vacuum will embolden Taliban insurgents, which continue to
advance into the northern part of the country and the border with Tajikistan. The border is poorly guarded from armed
smugglers and kidnappers, with the area being a crucial channel for drug trafficking, especially as Afghanistan is the
world's main producer of opium.The most concerning problem for Tajikistan is the threat of violent Islam spilling
over into the ex-Soviet Central Asian nation as the majority of the population is Muslim, accounting for 98% of the
total. While it is difficult to obtain statistics on the exact number of people that have joined radical Islamist
organisations, the militants that have cross border connections across the Afghan-Tajik border poses a significant risk
to country's security.In particular, Tajikistan's autonomous province of Gorno-Badakhshan is very vulnerable to
attracting radical Islamist organisations. The province borders Afghanistan to the south, China to the east and
Kyrgyzstan to the north, and is populated by the Pamiris. They are ethnically distinct from the Tajiks and have a track
record of opposition to the government, which increases the risk of them being radicalised. Weak Economic
Conditions Compound Risks of Joining Radical Islamic Movements In addition, the rapid deterioration in living
conditions such as high inflation and unemployment is likely to force more Tajiks to seek work elsewhere, and could
increase the attractiveness of radical Islamic movements. In particular, Russia's worsening economic conditions over
the past couple of years have resulted in an increasing number of Tajik expat workers returning from Russia, and this
is likely to be the group that is more vulnerable to such movements. The domestic employment situation is also poor.
It is likely that the official unemployment rate of 2.3% at the end of 2016 is likely to be highly understated due to the
presence of a large informal economy. Instead, the International Labour Organisation's Global Unemployment Trends
showed that the country's unemployment rate could be more than four times higher, ranging from 9% to
13%.Furthermore, as we have argued previously, the growing clampdown by President's Rahmon administration
against Islamism due to fears of radicalisation is likely to increase resentment among the impoverished population (
see'Fertile Ground For The Spread Of Radical Islamism', June 10, 2015). Indeed, in the past couple of years, the
government has taken several heavy-handed measures such as making it more difficult to register Muslim
organisations, banning Islamic dressing such as hijabs in schools and state institutions, and even shaving 13,000
bearded men.The measures could likely force them to pursue their religion through underground and foreign means,
which raises the risks of more extreme radicalisation. For example, the Islamic Renaissance Party (IRPT), which has
been opposition since the end of the country's civil war in 1997 was declared a terrorist group by the government in
2015 after losing its two seats in parliament during the elections earlier in the year means.
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ANGELIC SCHOOLGIRL WHO FLED TO JOIN IS
BY EMINE SINMAZ
NOW SHE WANTS TO COME HOME ... BUT DAD SAYS DAUGHTER MUST FACE JUSTICE
A BRITISH woman who fled Syria after spending two years in Islamic State-held territory must face justice on her
return to the UK, her father said yesterday.
Kolsoma Begum, 22, and her Muslim convert husband Stefan Aristidou, 23, were arrested after surrendering to
authorities in Turkey last week.
The British-born couple, who joined Islamic State in 2015, were held on suspicion of terror offences in Kilis, a Turkish
town three miles from the Syrian border. Begum - who gave birth to a girl in the war-torn country - and Aristidou
have been trying to return to the UK since last September.
They claim they joined IS to live under Sharia law and not to fight, and that they went into hiding after learning of
the terror group's murderous regime.
In November, while on the run from IS, Aristidou sent the Daily Mail a message in which he said: My wife is nine
months pregnant and this a confirmation of me being alive and in good health.'
Last night Begum's father Ahmed Ali, 47, said his daughter needs to face the law if she wants to return to England.
I would say give them a lesson so they can realise their mistakes,' he said. They have to face the law. The law will
decide what punishment to give them. But, as a father, I'm saying everybody deserves a second chance. They've
already damaged their lives. They were very young.
If they come back, then maybe they've learned their lesson. They've seen what ISIS is doing. Maybe because of that
they didn't want to stay. They've realised what ISIS is doing is inhumane. Every father will support their daughter, but
if you break the law that's something different.
If I could talk to her, I would say: "Come back and face the law. You know you made a mistake and this is where you
belong. You should protect your own country, this is where you'll be living, and your children will be living and
studying".'
Begum disappeared in April 2015, just weeks after telling her father she wanted to marry Aristidou. Mr Ali
disapproved as she was only 20 years old and was studying to become a midwife.
The pair argued and her father assumed she had gone to stay with a friend when she did not come home for a few
days.
He was not aware she had left the country until his flat in Poplar, East London, was raided by counter-terror police.
Bangladesh-born Mr Ali, an unemployed chef who has nine children, said: They told me Kolsoma had gone to Syria
but I still can't believe it.'
Aristidou's family reported him missing after he ceased contact with them a week after he travelled to Larnaca, Cyprus,
on Easter Sunday in 2015.
Up until his disappearance, he lived in Enfield, North London, with his mother and sister. The family are of Greek
heritage.
In a telephone interview in March, Aristidou told Sky News that living under IS was like being in a prison' and he had
gone into hiding. I'm just trying to get my life back,' he said. So be it if I have to go to prison in order to do that. I'm
prepared to do that. I'm not here to harm anybody, I'm just here to look after my family and live my life.'
The Turkish authorities are said to be seeking to jail him for up to 15 years. He could face further prosecution under
anti-terrorism legislation if he returns to the UK.
It is unclear if Begum is still being detained or what has happened to the couple's child, but Turkish authorities said
Aristidou is suspected of being a member of IS.
Mr Ali believes his daughter and son-in-law became radicalised over the internet. as home lise was westernised'.
Whoever radicalised my daughter is dangerous,' he said. It's like a disease. She was a child, studying. If I knew this
was happening, she wouldn't have stepped outside the door.'
This is our country, we live here, of course she would be desperate to come back.'
A Foreign Office spokesman said officials were in contact with the Turkish authorities.
© Daily Mail

Page | 233

The Guardian(London)
April 28, 2017

Iran's people care about elections. The so-called democratic fringe doesn't;
Trump's hard talk has buoyed Iran's exiled opposition, like the son of the late
Shah and the shadowy MEK. But these intemperate voices are not to be
trusted
Saeed Kamali Dehghan
In Donald Trump, opponents of the Iranian establishment bent on regime change have identified a new hope. The US
administration, which often talks tough on Iran, has rejuvenated fringe exiled Iranian opposition groups who are
irrelevant to modern Iran, yet appeal to gullible Americans.
One such group is led by Reza Pahlavi, who gets attention mainly because he is the son of the late Shah, who was
exiled during the revolution in 1979. An "advocate of secularism, human rights, and parliamentary democracy
in Iran" as he puts it on his Twitter profile, he reached out to Trump to congratulate him when he won the
election, asking him to to engage "with the ?secular and democratic forces" to defeat "political Islam".
Pahlavi's overblown rhetoric makes him sound like war-mongering Republicans and Israeli hardliners
In his letter, he wrote that the Islamic Republic was promoting a "regressive ideology [that] has spread like a
?cancer across the globe: from the Middle East to Asia and Africa, and even to Europe and the ?Americas".
With such overblown rhetoric, Pahlavi sounds like war-mongering Republicans and Israeli hardliners who
seek to portray Iran as a bigger threat than Isis.
"Iran's exiled crown prince wants a revolution," is how AP began its interview with Pahlavi in April, in which he says
"this regime is simply irreformable because the nature of it, its DNA, is such that it cannot".
"My focus right now is on liberating Iran, and I will find any means that I can, without compromising the national
interests and independence, with anyone who is willing to give us a hand, whether it is the US or the Saudis or the
Israelis or whomever it is," he told AP.
In February, Pahlavi told Deutsche Welle that "the Iranian regime from the very beginning has been the root cause of
practically every problem we see emanating from that region ... The majority of the Iranian people, I would say easily
90% of Iran's society, is against this regime and wants this regime to go."
The other group calling for a revolution is the MEK (the People's Mujahedin of Iran), a shadowy group characterised
by many observers - including former members - as cult-like. Earlier this month, Senator John McCain travelled to a
conference in Albania to meet with the group's leader, Maryam Rajavi. Speaking in a packed room of MEK supporters,
many wearing identical clothes, McCain praised the group and said: "This is an example of the support you are able
to get in the United States of America, in the world, to get you to get to freedom."
Rajavi, who has led the group for almost as long as Ayatollah Ali Khamenei has been the supreme leader of Iran, said
during the conference that "experience has shown that this regime is incapable of changing its behaviour. Thus, regime
change in Iran is necessary for peace and stability in the region and for global peace and security."
Contrary to what you might expect, these two opposition forces do not get along. "It's pretty much a cult-type
structure," Pahlavi said of MEK in his AP interview. He's absolutely right.
It's not long ago that the MEK, described by US thinktank Rand as a "skilled manipulators of public opinion", was
listed by the US and the EU as a terrorist organisation. (When it was delisted by the US in 2012, the US government
acknowledged that the organisation had renounced violence and had committed no terrorist acts for more than a
decade. It was also delisted by the EU in 2009). The group fought alongside Saddam Hussein against Iran in the eightyear war in the 1980s. That itself should explain its immense unpopularity inside Iran. According to state department
and FBI assessments, the MEK was behind the killing of Americans in Iran in the 1970s, though the current MEK
leadership disavows those killings. Rajavi has also been barred from entering the UK.
In recent years, the MEK has paid many senior American officials to speak at their events, including former New
York mayor Rudy Giuliani, and Elaine Chao, Trump's secretary of transportation, who received a $50,000 honorarium
to speak at an MEK event.
A strong supporter of the MEK is Saudi Arabia. In July 2016, Prince Turki al-Faisal, the former Saudi intelligence
chief, spoke at MEK's rally in Paris.
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In a not-so-subtle reference to Saudi Arabia, the Iranian foreign minister, Mohammad-Javad Zarif, said: "In most
countries in our region election is a dream ... You are talking about a region where people don't have a constitution
for God's sake."
Zarif has a point. In a few week's time, Iranians yet again go to the polls to choose their next government. Groups
such as MEK have portrayed Iranian elections as futile. In reality, elections do matter in Iran. While they are far from
being fair, given the extent of the vetting of candidates, they are still competitive and are taken seriously by the
electorate.
There's a constant battle in Iran between the elected faction of the establishment, and the unelected faction. In 2013,
Iran's majority pro-reform population threw its weight behind Hassan Rouhani. Iran has indeed drastically changed
under the moderate cleric.
Related: Iran disqualifies Ahmadinejad from bid to regain presidency
Rouhani, to his credit, fulfilled his main promise of ending the stalemate over the nuclear issue. And if he hasn't been
able to succeed to the extent that was expected of him in economic terms, it's not because his government did not do
enough to generate investment, it's because the west - the US and the UK in particular - have failed to give Iran proper
access to the global market.
It is also true that the president's hands are tied in many matters, and that the human rights situation is poor, but perhaps
not worse than in many US allies in the region. Opposition leaders Mir Hossein Mousavi and Mehdi Karroubi remain
under the house arrest over the 2009 disputed election. A string of dual nationals languish in jail, including Karan
Vafadari, an Iranian-American national belonging to the Zoroastrian faith, and his wife Afarin Niasari. Journalist
Hengameh Shahidi is on hunger strike. And on the international front, Iran's support for Syria's Bashar al-Assad
remains a contentious issue even at home.
Nevertheless, the Iranian people by and large still believe in gradual change, however slow the pace of reform might
be. Huge turnouts for elections represent a rejection of the sort of things that Pahlavi and Rajavi have to offer.
In their constant mission to demonise Iran, the US, Israel and Saudi Arabia have heavily relied on groups such as
MEK. The fact of the matter is that they remain out of touch with the realities on the ground. Both groups have used
human rights as a casus belli, and have simplified the complexities of politics on the ground to suit the foreign
audience. So long as reform-minded Iranians are working hard to generate change from within, the intemperate voices
of Pahlavi and Rajavi, and their attempts to build political capital in the west, should be dismissed.
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Westminster Bridge killer's last WhatsApp message uncovered;TERRORISM
Kim Sengupta
The last message left by the killer Khalid Masood (inset) on the social media site WhatsApp revealing his motivation
for the lethal attack in Westminster has been uncovered by the security agencies.
In the message, sent just minutes before he began the rampage in which five people died and 50 were injured, the 52year-old Muslim convert had declared that he was waging jihad in revenge against Western military action in
Muslim countries in the Middle East.
The person who received the text has been questioned, but freed after police and MI5 concluded he was not part of a
plot and had no prior knowledge of what was unfolding on 22 March. Eleven others detained after the attack were
freed and have been cleared.
The continuing threat to the heart of government was highlighted just today, with the arrest of a man allegedly carrying
what was described as a "rucksack of knives" close to the Treasury. The suspect, described as bearded with short hair,
was taken away by armed police. No one was injured.
The accessing of Masood's message was made possible, it is believed, because his mobile phone was recovered after
he was shot dead.
Masood's last recorded thoughts were a key part of the investigation into what lay behind the assault, which started
with him mowing down people on the road with a rented car and then stabbing a police officer, Keith Palmer, dead in
the grounds of the House of Commons.
Scotland Yard stated at the outset that his communications on the day of the attack were the main line of inquiry.
Deputy Assistant Commissioner Neil Basu stressed in an appeal: "If you heard from him on 22 March, please come
forward now. The information you have may prove important to establishing his state of mind."
It was initially thought that Masood may have been in contact with someone involved in plotting his attack. In the
recent atrocities in France and Germany, terrorists were found to have been guided through messaging services by Isis
"handlers" just before they struck.
Isis had claimed " credit" for the Westminster attack, but no evidence has emerged to back this up. It is suspected that
he may have been radicalised during spells in prison in this country and three trips to Saudi Arabia. But it is not known
at what point he decided to turn to violence. Investigators have established that he carried out a "reconnaissance"
journey to central London four days before the attack.
It is unclear when the Home Secretary, Amber Rudd, was made aware that Masood's WhatsApp message had been
retrieved. She complained soon after the killings that the law agencies had been unable to access Masood's words
because of the use of encryption by the technology company.
She said: "It's completely unacceptable. There should be no place for terrorists to hide. We need to make sure that
organisations like WhatsApp don't provide a secret place for terrorists to communicate with each other."
The Home Secretary subsequently urged, at a meeting with her EU counterparts in Brussels, swift action to tackle
online access for terrorists, and held a meeting later that week in London with technology firms on the issue.
The secrecy provided to users by social media companies has become a contentious issue after a series of cases in
which the sites were used by terrorists and their accomplices. Michael Adebowale, one of the murderers of Fusilier
Lee Rigby, had used Facebook to describe in a graphic way how he wanted to kill a soldier. But Facebook failed to
pass this on to the authorities.
Families of victims of terrorism in Brussels, Paris and California are taking legal actions in US courts against Twitter
and Facebook claiming the companies failed to stop violent extremists from using their platforms. THE
INDEPENDENT
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'We voted Trump because we didn't want a politician'; Macomb County,
Michigan, has been described as a microcosm of working America, so how do
the locals rate their new President? Andrew Buncombe finds out
ANDREW BUNCOMBE
Like the majority of people who sent Donald Trump to the White House, Lorraine Ostrowski has no regrets. Bedding
in tulips in her neat garden on a recent spring morning, she stopped to declare her approval of almost everything the
President has done.
"I don't regret it," she said. "If the election were to happen again, I'd be making the same decision."
The 71-year-old is not alone. While Mr Trump's national approval rating is lower than that of any modern president,
a recent Washington Post-ABC News survey found that among those who voted for him, just 2 per cent said they
had made a mistake. Indeed, despite controversies ranging from Mr Trump's Muslim travel ban, his campaign's
alleged links to Russia and the apparently often chaotic nature of his administration, when The Independent visited
Macomb County, it found not a single Trump voter who wished for a do-over.
The vote last November of Ms Ostrowski, a retired executive assistant, was particularly important. Macomb County
voted for Barack Obama in 2008 and 2012 by a decent margin. Flipping the county in the 2016 presidential election
was crucial to Mr Trump's narrow 47.3-47 win in Michigan - a margin of just 13,000 votes. And the New York tycoon's
victory in Michigan became a vital staging post on his way to the Oval Office. Depending on one's political views,
voters here have a lot to answer for.
"The main reason I voted for him was because of his position on abortion," said Ms Ostrowski. "That was the main
thing for me. My only request would that he should not be quite so quick to jump in on things. The seemingly endless
townships and anonymous subdivisions of Macomb spread to the north east of Detroit. The population stands at
860,000, of which around 85 per cent is white.
David Marks voted for Mr Trump and said he would score him nine of ten for what the President has done in
his first 100 days. One of the main reasons he opted for the billionaire was that he was not a professional
politician, and had promised to shake things up in Washington. "Trump is doing what he can, despite the
Congress fighting among itself," he said, getting out of his car at a strip mall.
He said he hoped the next 100 days would see the Commander-in-Chief press ahead with tax reform. Mr Marks, a
retired insurance executive, said that 40 years ago he had been a Democrat but that the party had turned too far to the
left and no longer "gave a hoot" about traditions. "Trump is certainly a character. But I don't know that we've ever had
anyone like him in our politics before."
A 53-year-old woman called Michelle who was raking her lawn, said she was "very happy" with Mr Trump's first 100
days. She said she approved of his tough talk about building a wall on the Mexican border, his proposal to scrap
Obamacare - "One of the most stupid things I've ever seen" - and his willingness to threaten North Korea over its
nuclear programme. "North Korea - don't mess with us," she said.
Mr Trump's victory over Democrat Hillary Clinton in Macomb County was reasonably easy - and by a margin of
around 48,000 votes. He took almost 54 per cent of the here, compared with her 42 per cent. Libertarian Gary Johnson
took 3 per cent of the vote with 12,860 ballots and Green candidate Jill Stein took 3,886 votes.
Observers say Macomb County has long been seen as a microcosm of working America and has been a regular
stopping-off point for candidates seeking the White House.
The county is usually considered to be pro-military, and is the location of the Selfridge Air National Guard Base and
a growing defence industrial base cemented by General Dynamics Land Systems and BAE Systems. It is home to
many military veterans.
During the 1980s, Macomb County was the political petri dish of pollster Stan Greenberg. He discovered that voters
here had voted 63 per cent for John F Kennedy in 1960, but 66 per cent cast ballots for for Ronald Reagan in 1984.
He hatched the name "Reagan Democrats", and concluded that traditional, white working class voters no longer saw
Democratic Party as champions of their interests, but had rather prioritised the concerns of groups such as the very
poor, feminist and African Americans.
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"My suspicion is that what happened in Macomb is the same as what happened especially across the upper Midwest,"
Timothy Bledsoe, a political science professor at Wayne State University, told Michigan Live. "There was kind of a
revolt of working class whites who'd been part of the Democratic coalition for years."
William Desmarais, a military veteran, said he had voted for Mr Trump because "there was no way I could for Hillary
Clinton".
"I'm into guns, I'm a member of the NRA [National Rifle Association], I've got a CCW [concealed carry weapons]
permit," he said, standing on his driveway.
"[The Democrats] were going to put in place more regulations and restrictions. There are already so many restrictions
in place, but people don't know that.
His neighbour, Deborah Russell, another gardener, said she had voted for Mr Trump because he "had no political
background".
"I think he will run the country, like he'd run a business," she said. "I voted for him because I wanted someone different
- not a politician."
Asked about Mr Trump's outbursts and language that many have deemed to be politically incorrect, she said the fact
he was "pretty straightforward" was a bonus.
"Sometimes he can say these things, but then so do I," she said. "He is used to calling the shots."
Mr Trump campaigned in Macomb County very shortly before the election, holding a rally at the Freedom Hill
Ampitheatre in Sterling Heights on the Sunday night before the Tuesday vote.
"Unbelievable what's going on," he said, in a reference to polls that showed the battle for Michigan getting tighter and
giving him the chance of becoming the first Republican to win the state since George Bush Sr in 1988.
"In two days, we're going to win the great state of Michigan and we're going to win back the White House. We will
stop the jobs from leaving your state."
But not everyone voted for Mr Trump. Lots of people said there was no way they could have supported him and were
still reeling from his victory.
Bob Becker, a Vietnam veteran, said the billionaire had won by playing to the fears who felt the Obama administration
had "given away" too to people who were undeservedly.
Shawn Miller, an African-American woman, said that given Mr Trump's "history with women" and his "hanging out"
with bigots, there was no way she would have voted for him. As it was, she scored his first 100 days four out of 10.
But Mr Trump had the numbers on his side. In his most vital of electoral battlegrounds, his promise to make American
great again, and to restore high-paying jobs to communities that had lost out, won the day.
Jasmine Early, who emigrated to the US from Colombia, said she believed Mr Trump was also going to keep the
nation safe.
"People are scared. We don't want what is happening in Europe to happen here," she said, a reference to the recent
attack in Paris that left a police officer dead.
Dell Gilbert, a 71-year-old retiree, who was shopping, summed up the views of many who had cast their vote for Mr
Trump. "I'm happy with what he's doing," he said. "I can't wait to see what's he's going to do next."
And his score for the President? "Oh, it'd be eight or nine."
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French voters must choose between the lesser of two evils: Macron or Le Pen;
Macron is arrogant and incompetent with no solid backing. But if he wins
power he can be opposed. The same cannot be said of Marine Le Pen
Philippe Marlière
The presidential run-off between Emmanuel Macron and Marine Le Pen poses a dilemma for many French progressive
voters: the former is seen as one of the main architects of François Hollande's most unpopular pro-market and
antisocial policies, such as the labour law reforms, which dismantled vital workers' rights. If elected, Macron promises
a hardened version of those reforms which have destroyed the Socialist party. Le Pen, no less neoliberal than her
opponent (she has a similar socio-economic platform to Donald Trump's), proposes an authoritarian regime in
which the old obsessions of French fascism could thrive: bashing Muslims, anti-immigration, as well as curbing
civil liberties.
Between two evils, which one should the left choose? The answer seems deceivingly straightforward: how could a
leftwinger choose the Front National? But Macron's arrogance and incompetence are not helpful. On Tuesday, he went
on television to request no less than a "vote of adhesion" against Le Pen.
Despite being the candidate of the political and economic establishment, the former banker is not surfing a wave of
popular support. An Opinionway poll carried out after Sunday's vote shows that 54% of people who cast their vote for
Macron voted tactically. The truth is that the former economy minister has no solid constituency backing him, and no
real popularity.
Macron could yet make terrible blunders and repel a swath of left-leaning voters
Le Pen has exploited Macron's awkwardness by pointing out that her opponent is out of touch with
ordinary people and lives in a bubble. Her strategy is clear: she will portray him as the puppet of financial markets,
the European commission and "globalised and cosmopolitan elites". By contrast, she will present herself as the
defender of workers, of the national interest, and the true patriot.
The far-right entry to the second round of the presidential election is not a mere rerun of April 2002 when, against all
expectations, Jean-Marie Le Pen faced Jacques Chirac. Then, the incumbent president trounced the old far-right leader.
But today, Marine Le Pen has a small but potential chance to win the vote and to succeed Hollande.
Most commentators say this is highly unlikely. They may be right. However, one may reflect on this issue from a
different angle: can Macron lose? The untested candidate could yet make terrible blunders and repel a swath of leftleaning voters.
On Sunday night, Macron and his supporters went to a plush Paris restaurant - giving the impression of a celebration,
that the outcome of the second round was not in doubt. Le Pen this week paid a surprise visit to the Whirlpool factory
near Amiens, in northern France, which is set to close in 2018 making several hundred workers redundant. She called
for "economic patriotism", and in the coming days she will also be stressing the similarities between her social
programme and the former candidate Jean-Luc Mélenchon's, to appeal to disenchanted leftwing voters.
The reactions to last Sunday's results were incredibly muted, despite the presence of the far right in the second ballot.
Trade unions are more divided than ever and might not march together against the Front National at the traditional
rallies on 1 May.
Leftwing abstention is the greatest threat of all. In social media, the slogan "Neither Macron nor Le Pen" is gaining
momentum; hashtags such as "#SansMoiLe7Mai" (Without me on 7 May) are popular. These are signs of extreme
political confusion and evidence of the Front National's "de-demonisation" in voters' minds. Some leftwingers claim
that "neoliberalism is as bad if not worse than fascism" or that "neoliberalism feeds in fascism". Others argue that a
Macron presidency will guarantee a Le Pen victory in 2022. They forget that abstention might make a Le Pen victory
possible as early as 2017.
Related: Frontrunner Macron can take nothing for granted in French election runoff | Angelique Chrisafis
A poll this week showed that though 50% of Mélenchon's voters would transfer their vote to Macron, 20% would
prefer Le Pen. This is worrying, and a warning to complacent politicians and media. To beat the drum of 1930s-style
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anti-fascism will not work this time round with young people who do not understand this type of discourse. It further
underlines the ideological weakness of the French left.
Most prominent politicians, parties of the left and trade unions have said that "not a single vote should go to Le Pen".
This is fine, but it could still encourage abstention. Of all the leftwing candidates, only Benoît Hamon clearly endorsed
Macron on Sunday evening. But Mélenchon has kept quiet until now and might not say what he will do in the second
round.
In 2002, when he was a Socialist official, Mélenchon emphatically called for a vote against Le Pen. This time he has
brushed aside the issue, saying his supporters will be consulted on the issue and will give their "non-binding opinion"
next Tuesday. If Mélenchon were to keep silent, it would be politically irresponsible; the most serious act of
detoxification of the far right in French politics.
This is indeed a dilemma, but it is a choice between two evils, and the left should not hesitate to choose the lesser.
First, defeat emphatically the fascist candidate by using the only means at its disposal - a Macron vote. Then start
opposing President Macron by giving the left a majority in the National Assembly. The left would have a chance to
make a political comeback with a neoliberal president in office, but it would be trashed for good if it let the far right
come to power.
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VIDEO: See the abuse for yourself' - Muslim mum sets hijab challenge after
supermarket attack
A Muslim mum is challenging women across the UK to try on the traditional hijab' headscarf - so they can see
what it is like to be excluded from society or even abused.
Nilufa Dahlia, 28, set the appeal after she was attacked in her local supermarket but wants to spread her
message across the country.
The mum of-two was shouted at by a shopper who told her you make my skin twitch' after seeing her wearing
the cloth headdress.
She has also struggled to make friends as she says people are reluctant to approach women wearing the hijab.
Nilufa, a vlogger for ChannelMum.com, said: "Plenty of people wear things on their heads - from baseball caps
to elegant hats.
"From Dot Cotton in EastEnders to The Queen's scarf, covering your hair really isn't a big deal. I want people
to see past the scarf and see the person."
New statistics released by ChannelMum.com show over half of Muslim women say they are lonely as other
people are wary of approaching them.
And 35 per cent of non-Muslims say they are cautious about approaching a woman who wears the hijab.
But Nilufa wants to use her new video to bust the myths about the hijab headdress.
She explains: "Many people think Muslim women are forced to wear the hijab, but we're not. It's a purely personal
choice.
"Taking up the hijab is supposed to make people concentrate on you as a person rather than what you look like, which
should lead to more understanding.
"It's also supposed to deflect unwanted attention, but sadly right now it can often mean you get more unwanted
attention of the wrong sort."
In the new video, Nilufa explains how the scarf can be brilliant for bad hair days' and styled to cover up if you're
feeling fat'.
And she reveals hijabi women love to stay on peak' - Muslim slang for keeping a trendy high point at the front of the
scarf to look fashionable.
She also says fear of Islam following negative media coverage and the lack of understand about the hijab means she's
rarely approached by other mothers at children's events.
So now she's challenging British mums to try tying a scarf or shawl and spending 15 minutes in public to see if they
are treated any differently.
She adds: "See what it feels like to be stared at, pointed at, whispered about or even abused.
"It really shouldn't be this way and none of us want our children growing up in such an intolerant world.
"This isn't about pretending to be a Muslim - it's simply to show what women like me have to go through."
Nilufa, who works as a Muslim lifestyle vlogger for ChannelMum.com, says: "The irony is everyone is happy to talk
if I have a hat or even a towel on my head, so why not a hijab? I'm the same person underneath.
"My aim is for people to realise it's just a bit of cloth. Some people wear hijab, accept it and move on. See past the
scarf and see the person."
A number of ChannelMum users have taken up the challenge and relished the chance to experience the hijab firsthand.
Jess Ashe: "I absolutely loved this challenge and didn't get any negativity all."
Holly Matthews added: "I asked my Muslim neighbours before doing the challenge and she loved the idea and said
go for it - we won't be offended at all.
"This is about breaking down barriers and removing fear of the unknown."
Lucy Carter: "Aren't hijabs beautiful? I have always thought they look stunning and so elegant on. I absolutely loved
wearing it and am so up for spreading the word on this challenge. It's fantastic to work with the Muslim community
and have their blessing and backing."
The challenge comes as a new survey reveals two thirds of all mums want more Muslim families in adverts to properly
reflect UK society, while over half think this would improve race relations and cultural understanding.
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The research also revealed eight in 10 mums are happy to buy a product advertised by a woman in a hijab while 59
per cent of non-Muslim mums also regularly buy halal products.
In America, the #We'veGotItCovered campaign is also attempting to dispel myths around the hijab with tens of
thousands of viewers and comments.
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Stop the terrorists, but don't cause offence
Jacquelin Magnay
One night last year in Manchester's Trafford Centre shopping mall, a mock training exercise took place, involving,
presciently, a -suicide bomber.
Hundreds of shoppers were "killed" in the attack. The exercise was immersed in shouting, noise, confusion, blood
spilling and shock - all part of the realistic -nature of these training schemes.
The crazed suicide bomber yelled "Allahu Akbar" just before igniting his explosive device, and figuratively,
all hell broke loose.
The British public was outraged, social media was inflamed with accusations of religious bigotry. Why, they
demanded, was the exercise linked to Islam?
Recent atrocities - the spate of terrorist attacks across France, Belgium and Germany and even the Istanbul
nightclub carnage - involved Islamist attackers voicing their allegiance to the prophet Mohammad. But the
British preoccupation with subtlety and subtext doesn't cope with the blunt and bloody instruments of Islamist
terrorism.
Within hours of the training -exercise, Greater Manchester Police Assistant Chief Constable Garry Shewan had
apologised. He said sorry for the offence of using a religious phase so vocally linked with Islam. "The scenario for
this exercise is based on a suicide -attack by an extremist Daesh-style organisation and the scenario writers have
centred the circumstances around previous similar attacks of this nature, mirroring details of past events to make the
situation as real life as possible for all of those involved," Shewan -explained.
"However, on reflection we -acknowledge that it was unacceptable to use this religious phrase -immediately before
the mock suicide bombing, which so vocally linked this exercise with Islam. We recognise and apologise for the offence that this has caused." "British values", which political leaders throughout Britain take extremely seriously, are
identified as democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and a mutual respect for and tolerance of those with different
faiths and beliefs and for those without faith. About 5 per cent of the British population identifies as Muslim and it
may be proper that an apology was given.
But when a radical extremist detonates a deadly suicide bomb packed with metal to inflict as much damage as possible
to a crowded audience largely of young girls in bunny and kitten ears holding pink balloons and -indulgent parents
escorting their excited young ones, political correctness becomes distasteful.
Britain was still reeling yesterday as police arrested an eighth person and it was revealed terrorist Salman Abedi had
plotted his attack for a year, using a dormant bank account set up 12 months ago to buy screws and nails in two trips
to hardware stores in order to -reduce suspicion.
While there is a fine balance between civil liberties and necessary security, the country is also struggling to find
equilibrium about taking responsibility, lest finger-pointing incites further alienation.
Greater Manchester Mayor Andy Burnham firmly rejects using the term Islamic terrorism for the carnage of Monday
night at the Manchester Arena. He insists the actions of the bomber - known at that point to have travelled to Libya,
associated with known -Islamic State and al-Qa'ida operatives, with family links to US embassy bombing attacks,
connections to a sophisticated bomb-maker and studied suicide bombing techniques with his younger brother - was
simply an individual who committed unbelievable evil. He told the BBC that Abedi, the son of Libyan refugees who
grew up in a dense jihadist -enclave south of Manchester was "a terrorist, an extremist, but he does not represent the
Muslim community of Manchester in any way shape or form".
Burnham said it was difficult for the community to recognise that a deadly bomber grew up within its collective
bosom. He failed to mention how 16 jihadists within 3km of Abedi's house in Fallowfield had been involved in Syrian
violence and suicide bombings in past few years, and some of the local teenage girls had travelled to the Middle East
war zone to become jihadi brides. Nor did he recognise that Manchester was considered, with Birmingham and parts
of Brussels, the hotbed of -Islamic radicalisation in Europe. "It doesn't change Manchester in any way," he insisted,
blaming -global affairs on the bombing and deflecting blame.
"Extremism is on the rise around the world over 20 years." Burnham has been a critic of Britain's deradicalisation
program Prevent, which he says needs an overhaul because it "leads to a whole cloud of suspicion over a whole cloud
of people".
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Imam Rehan Salim, from the Cheadle mosque, one of 70 in Manchester that together have congregations of more than
80,000, says the source of radicalisation is multifaceted and complex and also denies the roots lie within the local
Muslim community.
"They (the reasons) can include the concept of isolation from community, the lack of Islamic knowledge, of course
the foreign policy element, the harassment, family issues, mental health," Salim told the BBC. "The first start is to
look at all that rather than the communities themselves." Burnham was one of the key decision-makers in the first
minutes after the deadly bombing. He agreed with Greater Manchester Police to contain all information until all the
facts were known and to avoid hampering the police investigation. Such an approach heightens public concern,
especially for the parents aware of "loud bangs" as reported on social media. But longer term it masks transparency
and gives rise to a -belief that some facts may be withheld, not for operational reasons, but to censor potential offence.
Police internally recognised the bombing was a potential terrorist incident 14 minutes after the blast. Presumably the
first responder, on the scene within six minutes, had relayed the seriousness of the carnage and noted the evidence of
nuts and bolts.
But it was more than an hour later, at 11.44pm that the Greater Manchester Police publicly announced there had been
many death. This was the first confirmation the loud noise wasn't an electrical fault, gas explosion, or popping of
Ariana Grande's show finale balloons.
The next day police were forced to release the bomber's identity after he had been named by US -security sources.
The preoccupation with verbal sensitivities has long history too, both in public broadcasting and in the courts.In 2012
the BBC instructed its announcers not to describe -London-based Jordanian hate preacher Omar Abu Qatada, as "an
extremist". Abu Qatada, a personality because of his controversial preachings against the West and high cost of his
legal challenges to British taxpayers had originally sought refuge in Britain on the basis of a fake passport and was
widely regarded as Osama bin Laden's European manager. The BBC staff were also warned not to refer to him being
overweight.
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One-trick contrarians weaken debate
ALEX McKINNON
Earlier this week, the ABC's Media Watch turned its attention to Mohammad Tawhidi, a self-described "imam of
peace" who has built a significant media profile thanks to his strange stances on issues affecting Australian Muslims.
His sensational claims - Muslims are secretly working to establish an Australian caliphate; that the government
should listen to Pauline Hanson and ban Muslim immigration; that halal Easter eggs are an "insult" to
Christianity - have been enthusiastically aired by Today Tonight, Sky News' Bolt Report, 2GB's Ben Fordham,
the Daily Mail and Seven News, all of whom eagerly promote Tawhidi as a sorely needed example of
"commonsense" Islam.
The Australian National Imams Council, which represents imams across Australia, does not recognise him as an imam,
sheikh or Muslim leader. His claims of being threatened by Muslims for his opinions have not been backed up by
police.
One would think the media would be wary of airing the shocking views of someone whose credentials are tough to
verify. But for conservative media - and their audiences - the prospect of a self-proclaimed Muslim leader saying
headline-friendly anti-Muslim things was too good to resist.
It's the latest example of a weird, perverse phenomenon that's come to occupy an outsized place in our national
conversation. We have a bad habit of suspending our critical faculties when we're presented with someone whose age,
gender, sexuality, race, religion, political orientation or other cultural marker is seemingly at odds with their opinions,
especially when those opinions are as loud and provocative as possible.
In a media environment increasingly dominated by outrage and political division, being a self-defined contrarian has
become a sure-fire way to secure TV appearances, column inches and just enough cheap notoriety to keep your name
in lights.
The Australian contrarian menagerie is full of superficially interesting characters who become pretty stale once the
gag becomes familiar. Think Caleb Bond, whose shtick is being a very young conservative who speaks, thinks and
dresses like an old man; Daisy Cousens, the self-described former feminist-turned-"men's rights" agitator; and Mark
Latham, the former Labor leader gone right-wing in all the worst ways.
Besides the initial novelty, the appeal these figures have lies in the prospect of reassurance from an unlikely place. If
you think young people should stop whining about house prices and just pull their socks up, you'll love this 34-yearold property mogul who thinks Millennials buy too much avocado on toast. If you're opposed to marriage equality,
gay people who feel the same must seem like an excellent rejoinder to accusations of bigotry.
It doesn't matter how representative they are of the group they're being contrasted against, or if they have any
knowledge or experience of whatever they're talking about, or even whether what they're saying makes any sense at
all. No matter if Caleb Bond, a 17-year-old child, probably doesn't know enough about industrial relations or effective
superannuation policy to write regular columns on those topics in national newspapers. He's conservative, but he's
young! And he's in a blazer! What will they think of next?
At best, gifting shallow one-trick ponies a platform in a public conversation overflowing with lazy opinion, outragepeddling and professional provocation makes us all angrier, dumber, more sheltered. At worst, it spreads
misinformation and legitimises dishonest agendas.
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Herald Sun
Islam must face demons ISLAM must face a deadly reality from within - its religion is providing the framework
for mass-casualty terrorist attacks against innocent civilians.
The world's suspicions the depraved mass murder of children and adults in Manchester was the work of an Islamic
extremist were confirmed yesterday and claimed by Islamic State.
Labelling such attacks "Islamic terrorism" immediately draws politically correct accusations of Islamophobia, a
strident defence that Islam is a religion of peace and that this is yet another example of a heinous act committed by a
criminal who has hijacked religion.
Indeed, Islamic community leaders, including the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils, has previously described
Islamic State as "anti-Muslim" and prominent Muslims issue public condemnations when terror attacks occur.
But, while such statements are welcome, they do not address a fundamental problem: there are large numbers of
radicalised Islamic extremists in Western nations willing to kill innocent people.
Nor do hashtags, candlelit vigils or social media campaigns combat the root cause of terrorism. Australia and other
Western nations must have an open, mature conversation about Islam as both part of the problem and an
essential part of the answer to it.
As the horrible impact of the Manchester atrocity comes to light, we reflect on the faces of Saffie Rose Roussos, 8,
Georgina Callander, 18, and others among at least 22 dead and 59 injured.
In Australia, more than 300 individuals are monitored as potential terrorism threats and 12 domestic plots have been
foiled in the past two years. Another 100 Australians are fighting alongside IS in Iraq and Syria or supporting their
efforts, and at least 70 have been killed in the conflict zone.
With approximately 500,000 Muslims in Australia, in context, the number of suspected terrorism sympathisers is low.
But as we've seen too often in Europe - from Nice, Paris and Brussels to London and now Manchester, or even in
Melbourne with the Anzac, Christmas or Mother's Day plots - it takes only a handful of extremists, or a lone wolf, to
wreak horrendous carnage. Our national terrorism threat alert currently sits at "probable". If another terrorist strike
occurs - after the Numan Haider, Man Haron Monis and Farhad Khalil Mohammad Jabar events - it is more
than probable, in fact highly likely, it will be Islamic-extremist inspired.
Apologists argue a tormented and selective interpretation of the Koran and not Islam itself is to blame for terrorist
acts. Yet there is no escaping the fact that since the world-changing September 11 attacks in the US in 2001,
terrorism is a cancer that has spread from Islam's extremist infection. In 2014, when Islamic State first emerged
in some force, there were 18 civilian deaths in Western attacks inspired or directed by the group. That rose to claim
313 deaths in 2015 from 67 attacks and IS is now responsible for well over half the terrorist killings carried out in the
West, including 6141 deaths in attacks on recent statistics.
It is now the world's most deadly terrorist group, followed by al-Qaeda, Nigeria's Islamist Boko Haram and
Afghanistan's Taliban - which account for more than 75 per cent of terrorism fatalities.
IS, al-Qaeda and Boko Haram have one deadly common denominator - they follow a violent Salafi form of armed
jihad under the Wahhabi doctrine of Sunni Islam.
Certainly, there are religious, political or cultural atrocities (terrorism) committed by a range of other groups, sects
and criminals across the globe in recent and current times. They include the recent ethnic war in the Democratic
Republic of Congo, which claimed an estimated 5.4 million lives; "ethnic cleansing", which has killed thousands of
Rohingya Muslims in Buddhist-majority Myanmar; mass shootings in the US by crazed gunmen with anti-government
agendas or, until mid-last year, the Marxist-Leninist FARC group that saw hundreds of thousands killed in Colombia.
Even intra-Islamic conflict in the Middle East, pitting Shia against Sunni sects, results in huge numbers of casualties.
It goes without saying that Australia's Islamic community, here since Afghan cameleers arrived in 1860, forms an
important part of our cohesive, multicultural tapestry. But to ignore the threat from a minority section of the
community who swallow poisonous digital-age propaganda will guarantee an era of perpetual terrorism remains.
Young, disaffected males, susceptible migrants or converts, some with criminal backgrounds or returning to a
family faith with vengeance, self-appointed "imams" who spew anti-West rhetoric - they are the dangers that
Islam itself must tackle if it is to secure the wider confidence of all Australians.
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Such is the example of Manchester suicide bomber Salman Abedi. English-born to refugee migrants, he turned on the
homeland that gave him safe harbour and education.
While US President Donald Trump is a divisive figure, this week he said: "Terrorists do not worship God. They
worship death. Religious leaders must make this absolutely clear ... if you choose the path of terror, your life will be
empty, your life will be brief and your soul will be fully condemned."They are words that must be adopted loudly by
Australian imams, Islamic families and the entire Muslim community.
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Australian on terrorism charges: 'I rejected jihad'
Nick Miller Sofia, Bulgaria
A young Australian facing jail on terror charges in Bulgaria had vehemently rejected Islam more than a month before
his arrest, according to evidence seen by Fairfax Media.
Former Sydney schoolboy John Zakhariev, 21, could be sentenced to up to eight years' jail for allegedly training in
Bulgaria with the intention of joining ISIS.
Though no verdict has yet been reached, his lawyer said on Tuesday he was "not hopeful" of an acquittal.
A Bulgarian judge has refused to consider the evidence, saying on Tuesday she had heard all she needed to reach a
verdict.
But days before Mr Zakhariev's arrest last September, he sought advice from a former devout Muslim who now writes
a blog called "My Journey from Islam", explaining his reasons for rejecting the faith.
"Islam is nothing more than Arab supremacism," Mr Zakhariev wrote privately to Canadian blogger Abdullah
Sameer, in a long essay he titled Notes on Islam.
His long, theologically dense essay criticised jihadist doctrine - in particular the anti-Western, Islamist beliefs of the
Hizb ut-Tahrir. Mr Zakhariev was disappointed in what he saw as inherent racism in Islam and preferred
"humanism or liberalism which holds that all men are equal and no race is better than another".
Mr Sameer provided Fairfax Media with the original Word document that Mr Zakhariev sent him. The metadata in
the document shows that it was created on August 18, 2016, by John Zakhariev of Waverley College.
Mr Zakhariev graduated from the college in 2012. He was arrested in Bulgaria on September 20 and charged with
undertaking firearms training with the intention of committing a terrorist act. He was said to have practised firing
weapons including a Kalashnikov at shooting ranges in Sofia, Plovdiv and Voyvodinovo.
Mr Zakhariev admitted attending the range, but his lawyer claims he was entrapped by a Bulgarian counter-terror
agent, a family friend who kept texting or calling, inviting him to go shooting.
According to the indictment, Mr Zakhariev had intended to leave the country and carry out a terrorist act. But a week
before his arrest, Mr Zakhariev had contacted Mr Sameer over the internet, describing himself as "an ex-Muslim too,
as someone who was involved in Dawah".
Mr Zakhariev had joined the Street Dawah proselytising group in Sydney in 2013, led by Mohammad Ali Baryalei,
who went on to become a high-ranking Islamic State recruiter.
Mr Zakhariev asked Mr Sameer to post videos "about the many scientific errors in the Quran [Koran]", saying "voices
like yours need to make themselves heard, especially with so many Dawah [propa]gandist[s] around today".
Mr Zakhariev asked if there were "many ex-Muslims" in Canada, and complained "I don't know any".
The next day he sent Mr Sameer his anti-Islam essay. Mr Sameer, who ran a popular Islam website before he left the
faith, told Fairfax Media it was clear Mr Zakhariev "had a lot of doubts about Islam", and sounded genuine. He had
replied to the young man's email, praising the essay, but the reply bounced.
On Tuesday, Mr Zakhariev's lawyer tried to show a Bulgarian court evidence about his client's exchanges with Mr
Sameer, as proof his client had rejected Islamist doctrine.
However, after hearing evidence from a computer expert who couldn't find traces of the exchange on Mr Zakhariev's
laptop, judge Biljana Vrancheva declined to review other evidence of the exchanges, saying they weren't legitimate.
Mr Zakhariev said the court's refusal to hear the evidence "shows what kind of a justice system there is in this country
and what kind of trial I'm facing".
"I think I'll definitely be facing a guilty verdict ... it would not surprise me if I was to receive the maximum [sentence]."
He could be jailed for up to eight years if found guilty.
Mr Zakhariev, who says he was sold to Bulgarian authorities by ASIO, said he expects to be found guilty next month.
He has appealed to the Australian government to help him serve his sentence back home rather than in a "miserable"
Bulgarian prison.
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Mr Zakhariev has been in custody since September, in the foreigners' wing of Sofia's maximum security prison. He
said the "miserable" Bulgarian prison system was "not designed to rehabilitate people". "They lock us up for 22 hours
a day without giving us much to pass the time."
Mr Zakhariev attended Sofia's Special Criminal Court on Tuesday in handcuffs, dressed in a hoodie, cargo pants and
sneakers, and flanked by two armed guards.
The prosecution and defence are due to make their closing submissions on June 5, followed by the court's verdict.
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Either you are a Muslim, or you are a feminist — but you can’t be both
STEPHEN CHAVURA

It is puzzling why more women aren’t speaking out against the latest slur on feminism: the concept of feminist
Islam
Indeed, if it is the case that feminism and Islam are perfectly consistent, then feminism isn’t exactly the
emancipators’ movement that millions have thought it to be for a couple of hundred years now. Or perhaps
Islam isn’t the repressive religion we have all thought it was.
Either you are a Muslim or you are a feminist. You cannot be both. Seriously, how can a woman call herself a
feminist and believe there are occasions when a husband is perfectly justified in striking his wife from whom
he fears disobedience (Koran, Sura 4:34)?
Even the utterly unconvincing attempt of the two Muslim women in a viral video some weeks ago to suggest
the Koran was really talking about a symbolic beating is totally out of step with any kind of feminism as we
know it today.
Seriously? A husband symbolically beating his disobedient wife with a pencil or piece of cloth as consistent with
female empowerment and equality?
Maybe, but only if you are comparing it to the literal meaning of the verse, which clearly licenses a physical beating.
Then there are the myriad social practices around the world in Islamic countries that horribly subordinate
women to men or demonise women as mere tempters of men, and who deserve what they get if they tempt a
man too far. Certainly many of these practices are generated by cultural conditions other than mere religion, but these
cultural conditions evolve in a dialogue with religious tenets and principles.
The stoning of women, female genital mutilation, the insufficiency of a single woman’s testimony in some sharia
courts and women being punished as adulterers in cases of rape may not be explicitly commanded in the Islamic
scriptures but they have arisen in a cultural context heavily inspired by Islamic teaching regarding the
inferiority of women, especially morally.
If we look at the World Economic Forum’s Global Gender Gap Report 2016 we see that in the overwhelming majority
of the lowest (worst) ranking 44 states in terms of women’s rights and equality, Islam is the dominant religion. As the
list of 144 climbs up from worst to best the Islamic states become fewer and far between. The World Economic
Forum’s report suggests the increased status of Islam in a country correlates inversely with the extent to which
women will enjoy equal rights.
It must be admitted that these countries are also very poor, which would hardly be conducive to a wide variety of
choice for women in their life pursuits. Nonetheless, countries such as Iran, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Lebanon and Egypt
are relatively developed and they are among the worst.
Also, not all of the atrocious practices against women in these countries can be explained simply by way of poverty.
Poverty is not responsible for the idea that a woman is a prostitute if she cannot produce credible witnesses to her
rape. Something else is going on there.
Of course, correlation is not causation but so-called feminist Muslims should not be too surprised if most people —
especially their fellow women in the world’s most Muslim countries — are incredulous at their insistence that the
concept of Islamic feminism makes any sense.
After all, if, as Yassmin Abdel-Magied insists, Islam is the most feminist religion, then the most Islamic countries also
would be showcase nations of women’s rights. Indeed, the World Economic Forum’s list would look very different,
and women from around the world would be fleeing for haven to countries such as Pakistan and Saudi Arabia, where
adulteresses can be sentenced to death by stoning. But they do not.
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Does this mean that Islam and feminism can never be reconciled? To be honest, only history can tell, and probably
stranger things have happened: witness the emergence of religious toleration movements out of Christendom in the
16th and 17th centuries.
But to say that Islam is a feminist religion makes about as much sense as saying that communism is an
individualistic ideology.
Perhaps Islam will be corrupted by the West over time, and global expressions of Islam will shift towards more equal
modes of gender relations during the next 50 to 100 years.
Or perhaps, as Western traditional social mores regarding the sanctity of life and the good of the traditional family
continue to be sacrificed to our god of individualism, Muslims around the world will dig their heels in and feel more
confirmed than ever in their traditions. Who knows?
The recent failed attempt by the Greens in NSW to make abortion legal right up to birth will hardly inspire Australian
Muslim women with a sense of feminism’s righteousness.
One thing is certain: the notion that Islam and contemporary feminism are mutually compatible and supporting is a
greater insult to feminism than any slur the patriarchy could have conjured up. If feminists fail to respond then that in
itself will be a sign that feminism has lost a lot of faith in its own cause. Maybe rightly so.
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Don’t deny link between Islam and terror
STEPHEN CHAVURA
Two weeks ago I gave a lecture at Macquarie University on Christian fundamentalism.
I discussed Christian fundamentalist readings of the Bible as well as the cultural circumstances that had shaped the
political activity of Christian fundamentalists: pro-America, pro-life, pro-traditional family — or, as their critics might
prefer to say, quasi-fascist, anti-choice and anti-marriage equality.
Last week it was Islam’s turn. I gave a lecture on Islamic fundamentalism. I unpacked the violent passages from the
Koran and Hadith, showed passages from terrorist masterminds such as Sayyid Qutb and Osama bin Laden, and
discussed Anglo-European activity in the Middle East and Africa across the past 100 years to explain the modern
phenomenon of terrorism.
My classes have Christian and Muslim students. And you know what? We all got through it. We had great discussions
and I walked away with a richer appreciation of these movements. I hope my students did as well.
Imagine if I insisted on discussing the anti-abortion and anti-same-sex marriage movement, or 9/11 and Daesh (Islamic
State) without mentioning the words Christianity or Islam, or discussing the Bible, Koran, Hadith or sharia. Imagine
that in trying to explain why these movements arose and took the shape they did, I assiduously avoided any discussion
of causes that would identify the particular religious nature of the movements. Would my students notice? Yes; they’re
not idiots. Would they appreciate this? No; they’d feel patronised. Would I be doing my job? Certainly not. Would
they be getting value for their money? Definitely not.
The Australian has pointed out (“Manchester massacre results in media madness as lefties ignore role of Islam”, May
25) the jihad denialism of some of the left-leaning media. Amazingly, speaking about the Manchester bomber,
Mamamia declared: “We do not care about his motivation. We don’t care about his cause. There is nothing worth
knowing about why a person would do that.” The mothers of the murdered and maimed children may feel differently.
American historian of Islam and expert on terrorism Daniel Pipes has documented jihad denialism during the past 25
years. It isn’t a new phenomenon. Arguably its intentions are basically good: a desire to avoid or minimise the
stigmatisation of all Muslims as terrorists. This motive is fair enough. As a matter of fact, it must be said that Islam
as a religion does not on its own create terrorists, thus one can be a Muslim and an excellent citizen. Indeed, most
Muslims in non-Muslim countries are good citizens, many of whom suffer unfairly because of their extremist
coreligionists.
But the problem of jihad denialism is basically that it is irrational; irrational in that its means cannot achieve its ends.
It’s like trying to smother a fire with dry wood. Ultimately Muslims will suffer for it.
You simply cannot make people unknow what they know, and people know that these acts of terrorism have motives.
Denialists want to stop their description of terrorism at the behavioural level of analysis: individual A brought about
event B. That’s that. But all human beings know that behaviour is just the surface of what really constitutes our
humanity: agency and intentions.
Humans do things for reasons: it’s what makes us human; it’s what distinguishes the terrorist from the bomb. No
amount of jihad denialism will convince ordinary people otherwise.
People know there is a twisted and misanthropic world view justifying much terrorist activity: militant Islamism. Just
like we know it makes no sense trying to explain class-based revolutions of the 20th century and their resulting terror
without discussing Marxism, we know it makes no sense to discuss terrorism without discussing Islamism.
In delivering my lecture on militant Islamism, I made clear what I sincerely believe to be true: that Islam and militant
Islamism are distinguishable. One can, in entirely good faith, self-identify as a Muslim and have no appetite or
sympathy for terrorism. But at the same time I made it clear you cannot insist that readings of Islamic scriptures,
accounts of the acts of Mohammed in Hadith, the sharia traditions and Islamic history have nothing to do with
events such as the Manchester bombing.
To discuss terrorism properly, we do not need to say that events like the Manchester bombing are true expressions of
Islamic jihad. That’s a matter for Islamic scholars, not journalists and terrorist analysts. We don’t need to speak about
true Islam at all but we do need to talk about expressions of Islam, legitimate or illegitimate, depending on your
reading of the scriptures. Militant Islamism is an expression of Islam in so far as its practitioners justify their
activities by readings of the Koran and Hadith as expounded by many Islamic scholars during the past century.
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Taking the Islamism out of our description of events such as the Manchester bombing is irrational in that, in
its attempt to assuage any anger directed at Muslims in general, it merely adds a feeling of betrayal and patronisation
by those already tormented by the gruesome horror of the terrorist activity.
Those foolish enough to ascribe such events to Muslims in general will merely add collusion and duplicity to their list
of grievances against Muslims. Those not foolish enough to spray all Muslims with their hatred of terrorists will feel
grievance against their own governments and media outlets for treating the slaughter of their compatriots more like a
PR campaign than a trend that needs to be understood and analysed.
In the end, jihad denialism simply treats people like idiots, and the overwhelming number of people are not idiots.
I feel truly sorry for good Muslims who have to endure suspicion brought about by the horrific activities and attitudes
of their coreligionists. Maybe the best thing they can do is to grieve with their compatriots. But it won’t do peaceful
Muslims any good for the media to generate more suspicion against them by denying the complex connection between
expressions of Islam and terrorism.
Again, people are not idiots, and treating them so will only pile resentment on fear and anger. Good Muslims will
suffer for this, and the families of the victims of terrorist activities will be denied one of their most basic needs: to
understand the truth of what happened to their children.
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First they came for Muslim women
Peter Boyle
Just two weeks ago, four young Muslim women wearing hijabs were assaulted right in front of the University
of Technology Sydney at about 1.30pm. They were punched, one after another, by a woman they had not spoken
to or interacted with in any way.
One of the women, a young student at UTS, and a recent migrant, was punched in the face and fell to the ground
bleeding. A staff member who witnessed the assaults rushed to her assistance and photographed the alleged assailant.
Police later arrested a 38-year-old journalism student and charged her with assault. The media reported that this
person’s Facebook page was full of right-wing and anti-Muslim posts.
This shocking incident follows reports of increasingly common far-right and racist propaganda being distributed on
several university campuses around Australia.
According to recent academic studies, Muslims in Australia are now three times as discriminated against as any
other section of the population and the number of reports of abuse and assault of Muslim people are rising.
Mariam Veiszadeh, founder of the Islamophobia Register, told the UTS student newspaper Vertigo that most victims
of attacks on Muslims were women. UTS students and staff have organised a protest rally on May 23.
Many people have been shocked at these recent racist and anti-Muslim incidents on university campuses. But we
should not be surprised: Australia has been undergoing a government-legitimised campaign of scapegoating of
refugees and recent migrants, especially those from the Middle East.
Influential sections of the corporate media — especially the Murdoch tabloids and right-wing radio shock jocks
— have whipped up fear and hysteria around the painting of all Muslims as “potential terrorists”.
Labor and Liberal governments alike have kept asylum seekers in indefinite detention in horrific concentration camps
in Nauru and Manus Island, Papua New Guinea.
Politicians of both major parties have shamelessly played the race card over and over again and even the trade union
movement is guilty of playing on racist prejudices in their campaigns against the increasing use by bosses of workers
on temporary work visas.
The shocking racist assaults we are now seeing on streets, on public transport, in shopping malls, workplaces and in
schools and universities are the inevitable by-products of systemic racism implemented through government policy,
by the media and other significant institutions. Unless this systemic racism is completely opposed and dismantled,
violent and abusive incidents like those against the four Muslim women at UTS will grow.
The famous warning by Martin Niemöller, the German pastor who was put in a concentration camp by the Nazis in
1937, can be fittingly paraphrased to fit today’s ugly situation in Australia: First they came for the Muslim women
and the refugees and I did not speak out because I was not a Muslim woman or a refugee ... Then they came for me
— and there was no one left to speak for me.
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It's time for pollies to defend our civilisation
ANDREW BOLT
The worst way to defend ourselves from militant Islam is to surrender the freedoms central to our civilisation
A "senior Liberal" last week proved we can't rely on our political class to defend our culture from Islam's
demands.
This "senior Liberal", a West Australian, complained to their local paper that former Prime Minister Tony Abbott
would give a speech on Wednesday on "Enlightenment values".
Note this anonymous idiot's words well: "The last thing we want is Tony Abbottt ... discussing western civilisation.
"We've got to get back to discussing real-world issues." That's the gibbering of a surrender monkey much like Austria's
president, former Greens leader Alexander van der Bellen, who has just blasted Austrians for being too fearful of
Islam.
"If this continues," van der Bellen warned, "the day will come when we have to ask all women to wear a
headscarf - all - out of solidarity to those who do it for religious reasons." So if you believe Islam oppresses
women by forcing them to cover up, you are so "Islamophobic" that non-Muslim women may have to cover
up, too.
Don't defend your civilisation. Submit.
You may think our own political class has more sense, but you'd be wrong. Even Abbott now admits he stuffed up as
prime minister by scrapping his promise to reform the Racial Discrimination Act so we could criticise the Left's new
tribalism without being sued.
Abbott's excuse at the time: restoring free speech would offend Muslims and make jihadism worse.
"I don't want to do anything that puts our national unity at risk." Some journalists still mock him for caving, yet almost
every newspaper still refuses to publish the Muhammed cartoons that had jihadists plot to kill Danish cartoonists.
They surrendered, too.
At least Abbott apologised. He now realises the worst way to defend ourselves from militant Islam is to
surrender the freedoms central to our civilisation.
Luckily, he isn't alone in believing Western civilisation is a real-world issue. In Europe, former Pope Benedict has
broken his long silence to call for a fight for "the future of our continent ".
His successor, Pope Francis, claims it's not "right to identify Islam with violence", but Pope Emeritus Benedict said
Islamic fundamentalism was a "radicalism" Europe must "overcome".
"The clash between radically atheistic conceptions of the State and the emergence of a radically religious state in the
Islamist movements, leads our time into an explosive situation." But how many "senior Liberals" - other than
Immigration Minister Peter Dutton - believe Western civilisation must be publicly defended?
True, Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull did two weeks ago announce he'd fight for "Australian values", but, as I
warned, this risked seeming a campaign slogan rather than deep conviction. After all, Turnbull had often been silent
when those values were most challenged.
For instance, he said nothing when the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils' president said the Koran allowed
men to beat disobedient wives.
Sure enough, Turnbull has again gone wobbly after Muslim apologist Yassmin Abdel-Magied posted on Anzac Day:
"Lest. We. Forget. Manus, Nauru, Syria, Palestineâ€¦", Abdel-Magied was preaching tribal resentments on our most
important day of unity, when we honour our war dead and celebrate Australian values such as mateship and stoicism.
But Abdel-Magied instead accused Australians of being mean to Muslim illegal immigrants and Muslims overseas.
Worse, we sponsor her. She is both a host on the taxpayer-funded ABC and on the Government's Council for
Australian-Arab Relations.
Asked about that on 3AW, Turnbull - who'd just promised to fight for "Australian values" - hedged.
Yes, Abdel-Magied had made "a very inappropriate tweet", he agreed, but it was up to the Foreign Minister whether
to sack her from the council. As for Abdel-Magied's ABC job, he had no opinion.
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Turnbull may hem and haw, but Abdel-Magied's defenders shriek and howl. In the Guardian Australia, columnist
Clementine Ford jeered that Anzac Day was "that special day" when Australians "combine the solemn observance of
a nation's sacrifice with getting rat-arsed at the pub and pissing in doorways".
Oh, and politicians defending the day from Abdel-Magied were simply "reassuring Australia's most virulent racists".
Mohamed El-Mouelhy, president of Halal Certification Authority, defended Abdel-Magied by likewise accusing
"white Australians" at Anzac Day of not caring about Muslims.
He then ranted about Jews, claiming the West joined the Syrian war to "protect Israel", where Jews not only
"dispossessed" Muslims but "torture them, imprison them and there (sic) children, treat them like animals who have
no soul".
Note that El-Mouelhy sued Kirralie Smith, a campaigner against halal certification, complaining she'd portrayed him
as "part of a conspiracy to destroy Western civilisation from within".
But who needs a conspiracy when there's so little resistance? ANDREW.BOLT@NEWS.COM.AU SEE ANDREW
ON THE BOLT REPORT, SKYNEWS, 6PM WEEKNIGHTSADVERTISER.COM.AU
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Vile anti-Muslim graffiti on Sea Cliff Bridge
GLEN HUMPHRIES

Vandals turned a popular Illawarra landmark into an eyesore by spraypainting obscene anti-Muslim graffiti.
Visitors taking advantage of the warm weather on Monday to walk along the Sea Cliff Bridge were greeted by a series
of vile phrases painted in purple spraypaint on the handrails.
People walking north along the bridge saw the first - "F..k Muslims!" - just before the first bend on the road.
The second was approximately two hundred metres further along and read "F..k Tourists!"
The last message, less than 50 metres further on, was "Go Home C..t".
The graffiti showed no signs of being rushed, suggesting it had been carried out under the cover of darkness.
The messages were large enough that they were clearly legible to those driving along the bridge as well.
Scarborough resident Judy Whitlam was walking along the bridge on Monday morning, when she saw the graffiti.
She called the Mercury to voice her outrage.
"If you were a Muslim, and there's lots of Muslims that walk there on holiday, to have a little bit of joy in their lives to see that sort of thing, it's just unacceptable," she said.
"It's UnAustralian."
She also contacted Wollongong City Council to get them to take action and clean up the graffiti quickly.
However, the Sea Cliff Bridge is under the authority of Roads and Maritime Services (RMS).
Less than 90 minutes after the Mercury contacted RMS about the graffiti, it had sent a crew to the bridge, who were
spotted covering the graffiti in white paint.
"The offensive graffiti was covered up as soon as Roads and Maritime was made aware of it and maintenance crews
will remove the graffiti this Wednesday," an RMS spokesman said.
"Roads and Maritime Services carries out routine inspections of Sea Cliff Bridge where any defects identified, such
as graffiti, are prioritised and scheduled for repair or removal."
He said people can report graffiti through the RMS website contact form or by calling 131 782 during business hours.
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It's a theological curiosity that the most feminist religion can treat women so
harshly
Meanwhile, we must never cease to be vigilant for new forms of white supremacism
A homecoming of sorts, The Australian, Thursday: A Saudi woman (Dina Ali Lasloom) attempting to flee from her
"abusive" family and seek asylum in Australia has reportedly been forcibly returned to Riyadh after being gagged,
tied with duct tape and wrapped in a sheet by two uncles while on a stopover in The Philippines.
Misconceptions about Islam and women. Activist Yassmin Ab-del-Magied, ABC's Q&A, February 13: Islam to me is
the most feminist religion, right. We got equal rights well before the Europeans.
Lasloom's plight: Saudi women are not allowed to travel without approval from their male guardian, and Saudi
embassies are known to assist families in tracking down women who have fled abroad â€¦ "They took me and locked
me up for 13 hours, just because I'm a Saudi woman," Ms Lasloom claimed in a video sent to a Saudi activist and
posted online. "If my family come, they will kill me. If I go back to Saudi Arabia, I will be dead â€¦"
More Abdel-Magied: â€¦ people talk about Islam without knowing anything about it and they're willing to completely
negate any of my rights as a human being, a woman, as a person with agency, simply because they have an idea about
what my faith is about.
Wife-disciplining is about "managed" hitting and "a beautiful blessing", The Australian, Thursday: Muslim
men are allowed to hit their wives - but only gently, and not with fists, instead using short sticks and pieces of
fabric, according to a new video produced by the Australian women's branch of radical Islamic political
movement Hizb ut-Tahrir. (Panellist Reem Allouche) says the "hitting" must be done in a "managed way"
with a short stick, a twisted scarf or a scrap of fabric. "It's symbolic," she says. A fellow panellist adds: "And
a beautiful blessing." Ms Allouche tells the audience of 26 veiled women in Sydney's west that Muslim husbands
are in a leadership position in -marriage and "it goes hand-in-hand that he would have the right to undertake
disciplinary measures".
Free speech? Sbs.com.au, April 3: Prominent Muslim activists and free speech advocates have spoken out ahead of
the visit to Australia by anti-Islam campaigner Ayaan Hirsi Ali. The Somali-born Dutch-American is well-known for
her strong views on the Islamic faith, and says she herself has been subjected to some of its practices. (A petition) says
it rejects Ms Hirsi Ali's "hatemongering and bigotry", and accuses her "divisive rhetoric" of serving to "increase
hostility and hatred towards Muslims".
Talking about hostility â€¦ Muslim "crusader" Deeba Abedi, The Huffington Post, February 7: Sharia law allows
women to be beaten, divorced with the utterance of three words, shunned, have their genitals mutilated for any number
of offences, and legally killed by most men depending upon the reason. Women under sharia may not speak in court
and her testimony carries no weight (if she is permitted to speak) if who she is speaking against is a man â€¦ The
women's march (in Washington in January when participants wore solidarity hijabs) stands for preventing any female
from becoming an imam, leader of a mosque and any woman of the faith without a hijab to be discounted.
No limits to white supremacy, The Daily Telegraph, Thursday:Insurers are giving owners of white cars discounted
premiums and will charge customers more if they buy a policy in the afternoon (and) people may pay less if they are
married. A Senate inquiry was told drivers of white cars â€¦ made fewer claims. Inquiry member Nick Xenophon said:
"If you are a single male, own a red car and buy your insurance late at night, you're pretty much stuffed."
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The Australian
April 10, 2017

Lifting the veil: Hirsi Ali's awkward truths about Islam
Chris Mitchell Comment

Last week's media storm about the decision by Muslim reform advocate Ayaan Hirsi Ali to abandon her trip to
Australia - and the spin various media put on the cancellation - is the ultimate culture war false narrative and highlights
how debased our politics and media have become.
Hirsi Ali was described as an extremist in Fairfax Media. Some senior journalists on Twitter were so wild in their
criticism of the refugee from Islamic terror threats to her life that they only made it clear to informed readers they had
not read her writings.
How conflicted must Q&A host Tony Jones have felt to hear his guest Linda Burney and many in the audience spout
utter nonsense about the Somali-born former Dutch politician who was to have appeared on last Monday night's show.
Jones's good friend, the late Christopher Hitchens, had lionised Hirsi Ali and her writings as a hero of enlightenment
values.
No such uproar occurred only three years ago when another Muslim female refusenik, the Canadian-born Muslim
writer -Irshad Manji, appeared on the show, and the previous Hirsi Ali visits did not erupt in violent -Islamophobia.
Yet last week Hirsi Ali, winner of literally dozens of feminist and free speech awards globally, was treated like a
pariah. What is going on in this social media--inspired world of offence and -virtue-signalling?
Like so much in modern politics and media, much of the journalism was based on a dislike of who supported Hirsi
Ali. Because Andrew Bolt, Alan Jones and -others on the right supported her, many progressive news sites treated her
as an extremist and gave no indication of knowing her books or the fact that she had been a hero to many in Denmark
and Sweden, as well as in the US, in much the same way Satanic -Verses author Salman Rushdie, a friend and supporter
of Hirsi Ali, had been a generation earlier.
The foreign editor of The -Sydney Morning Herald and The Age, Maher Mughrabi, published a silly piece
denying the violence of Islam as a religion (read what the Koran and what many Imams say about apostasy if
you doubt that violence) and denying its link to terrorism but blaming the postcolonial West and the politics of
oil. Try telling that to the dead of Paris and Brussels, London and New York.
SBS gave plenty of weight to the quotes of decidedly non-veiled Hana Assafiri, who runs Speed Date a Muslim and
owns the Melbourne Moroccan Soup Kitchen.
Prize for the best demolition of Assafiri and her fellow anti-Hirsi Ali protesters goes to my former reporter and now
ABC journalist, Andrew West, who calmly and methodically exposed Assafiri on Radio National's Religion and Ethics
Report on Wednesday.
Well Dutch film maker Theo Van Gogh's killer, Mohammed Bouyeri, who shot the director of the Hirsi Ali film
Submission eight times including at point blank range as he lay wounded and then tried to behead him, made it clear
before his life sentence without parole that he committed the crime in defence of Islam. The film, narrated by Hirsi
Ali, was about the subjugation of women in many Islamic societies.
Assafiri and some of the veiled women filmed for the Facebook protest should get past their university women's
studies gender theory to remember Sharia law recommends the stoning of women for infidelity and permits the
honour killing of the victims of rape, as Hirsi Ali told Andrew Bolt in an interview on Thursday night that you
can watch on his blog.
Hirsi Ali also pointed out that the women in the protest video were free to have their say -precisely because
they were in a democracy rather than in the Muslim world. She asked where was the film from these women in
protest against last week's -gassing of children in Syria? Where indeed?
The daughter of a violent, murderous Somali warlord, Hirsi Ali was educated in Nairobi when sent there with her
mother and siblings after her father took a younger bride. Hirsi Ali was the victim of female genital mutilation as a
five-year-old and has led global campaigns against the practice, including demanding that European doctors inform
authorities when they detect cases. Why were progressive women not supporting that?

Page | 260

Yet the 400 signatories to the Facebook petition and the veiled Muslim women shown speaking against Hirsi Ali
claimed they were being physically threatened by the proposed visit.
Progressive media false narratives were bad enough a few years ago during the Rudd and Gillard governments when
Fairfax and the ABC, big supporters of action against climate change at literally any price, were unable to bring
themselves to report the problems with the $2.4 billion pink batts scheme that killed four installers and burned down
hundreds of homes. But that was ignoring a story. This is turning a story upside down.
Hirsi Ali was driven into hiding in The Netherlands after van Gogh's murder in 2004. A letter threatening Hirsi Ali's
life was fixed to van Gogh's heart by a dagger. How does that compare with the injured feelings of Australian Muslim
women? What are the families of murdered -Sydney police employee Curtis Cheng or of the dead at the Lindt cafe
siege to think of this denial of the -obvious?
I don't support a ban on Muslim immigration for obvious reasons. As the Australian Security Intelligence Organisation
and the Australian Federal Police will tell you, such a ban would only -exacerbate the problems of alienated young
Muslims turning to -Islamic State and other terror groups. Interestingly, Hirsi Ali supports continued Muslim
immigration to the US. Yet I am a supporter of reporting and telling the truth. I was The Australian's editor-in-chief
who backed editorial cartoonist Bill Leak and reporter Paul Maley when they were threatened with death by ISIS.
Hirsi Ali has toned down her criticism of Islam, and all religions, since her first book, but is surely correct in her
present position: she supports an Islamic reformation. So too do many Islamic scholars and much of the Islamic middle
class in the Middle East. â€ƒ She was a controversial figure in the Dutch parliament, especially after a Dutch television
program proved she had lied about her circumstances as a refugee in her application for citizenship. As Julie Szego
wrote for Fairfax Media last week, when has lying by refugees seeking safety become a crime for the left?
I read Hirsi Ali's books, Infidel and Nomad in Turkey in 2011. I read the books in public and it never occurred to me
to hide them. Turkish friends I spoke to were interested in the books and many Turkish women, who at that time were
far less likely to wear the veil than they are today, agreed with Hirsi Ali's criticisms of the way Islam treats women in
some countries.
How then to explain the videos of Australian Muslim women claiming they felt threatened by the proposed visit of
Hirsi Ali? How do we compare the horror of middle-class Australian women potentially facing "Islamo-phobia" with
the fate of van Gogh, and the horror of Hirsi Ali receiving death threats ?
I recommend people read her books and decide for themselves. And for young women unsure whether Muslims need
a reformation and the role of Islam in world violence, I highly recommend the work of British academic David PryceJones. All of this makes Australian debate look parochial and childish. Hirsi Ali is a world figure. Australians need a
good under-standing of changes in global Islam.
Just as much of the Sunni Middle East is radicalising, Indonesia, the world's most populous Muslim nation, is
coming under the thrall of radical political Islam.We should name this global movement for what it is, and be
honest about what is does. Even if it makes a few local women who have embraced the veil - once considered by
feminists as an -instrument of oppression - -uncomfortable.
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The Australian
April 8, 2017

Peak Islamic council 'needs a female mufti'
VERITY EDWARDS

An imam forced into hiding after saying Muslim schools should close and for supporting a controversial anti-Islam
speaker now is calling for Australia to appoint a female mufti to give women a voice.
Adelaide-based Sheik Mohammad Tawhidi, who is in hiding in a remote location, said he supported the views of
former Dutch politician Aayan Hirsi Ali, who on Thursday night told The Bolt Report that Muslim women were
too afraid of retribution to speak against sharia law. She also described a group of Muslim women who protested
against her visit to Australia, before it was cancelled early this week, of being "fake feminists" carrying the flag for
Islamists.
Sheik Tawhidi said there were no women on the National Imams Council and they did not have a voice. "If Australian
Muslims want to prove they're responsive to women, we need to change," he said. "There's not one woman on the
grand council who's given a voice. We need a female mufti in Australia." He said although other Islamic countries
were changing, Australia was not, and the religion needed to reform to respond to the changing roles of women.
"There's no elevation of women in Islam ... of course women are downtrodden, this is something nobody can
deny." The council did not return calls seeking comment on the issue. Sheik Tawhidi said he had received hundreds
of calls from Muslim women at his Islamic Association of South Australia office, alleging spousal abuse.
"Women are too afraid to speak out. I've had over 500 calls to my office since January 2016, saying their husbands
beat them," he said.
"When I speak like this they'll kill me because I'm saying it from the inside. The cultural dimensions of the Muslim
community don't allow women to stand out." Born in Iran, Sheik Tawhidi describes himself as a Shia Muslim
"creationist, educator, speaker, preacher, thinker, researcher and author". He is the imam at the Islamic Association of
South Australia, but told The Weekend Australian he did not preach at a mosque and instead operated from venues,
university theatres, ministries and offices.
Sheik Tawhidi said he had hired lecture theatres at the University of South Australia and lectured at the University of
Tehran, the Simon Fraser University in Canada, and Carleton University in Ottawa, although the international
universities could not be confirmed. He says he started his studies in Perth before undertaking studies at the Islamic
Seminary in Qum, Iran, before returning to Australia in 2015.But Khizar Rana, of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Association,
said Sheik Tawhidi operated mainly online and the Islamic Association of SA worked out of a city office, not a
mosque. "He doesn't have a big following because he's from a minority Shia group," he said.

Page | 262

The Age (Melbourne, Australia)
April 5, 2017

Australia needs programs to 'assimilate' Muslim migrants: Ayaan Hirsi Ali
Tom McIlroy
Controversial anti-Islam activist and former Dutch politician Ayaan Hirsi Ali says authorities need to more effectively
"assimilate" Muslim migrants in Australia and prevent Islamists and would-be extremists from arriving.
Speaking days after she cancelled a visit to Brisbane, Melbourne and Sydney citing security threats, Ms Hirsi Ali said
she was unfazed by planned large protests, but poor security planning had made the trip impossible.
In a friendly interview with conservative Sydney radio host Alan Jones on Wednesday, the atheist author said the
government needed to intervene to prevent extremists preying on young men in religious schools and promoting their
attitude of hostility towards Australian society.
"The national government should start first by developing effective programs to assimilate those Muslims who are
already accepted into Australia, those with citizenship, those with permanent residency, those with visas," she said.
"When it comes to those who are not in the country, I think the government is responsible to the citizens of Australia
to make sure that Islamists do not come to Australia."
The controversial author was raised a Muslim in her native Somalia, before she renounced her religion and sought
political asylum in the Netherlands in the early 1990s.
About 2000 tickets had been sold to events where the former Dutch politician was due to speak.
Hundreds had signed an online petition opposing Ms Hirsi Ali's visit, and a social media campaign fronted by a group
of Muslim women accused her of hate-mongering and denigrating their faith.
Ms Hirsi Ali would not discuss specific security concerns related to her tour. She lives with round-the-clock security
protection due to her high profile criticism of radical Islam.
A spokeswoman for Ms Hirsi Ali's charity has previously said Ms Hirsi Ali would be unlikely to grant an interview
to Fairfax Media because it had published a previous story that was "very negative of her reputation and encouraged
people to protest her visit". She wouldn't comment on a possible future visit to Australia.
Ms Hirsi Ali told Jones - who has previously been found guilty of vilifying Lebanese Muslims - that the risk of
radialisation in Western countries amounted to who could "shape the hearts and minds" of young people.
"We need to speak out and speak openly. We need to stop with the self-censorship, we need to advance our own ideas
and principles," she said.
"I think the ideas of freedom, of tolerance, of equality, of free enterprise - these ideas are superior to the ideas
of total submission to a god who demands that of forcing women to completely submit to men, the intolerance
toward people of other religions, the homicidal attitude to homosexuals. This is what Sharia law, what Islamic
law, advocates."
She claimed that Islamists were winning the hearts and mind of every day Muslims. "We used to talk of
minorities but I am not sure that people with Islamist attitudes are any longer minorities.
"If you look at the statistics of attitudes in Muslim-majority countries, and it is stunning, when you see numbers
of people who want Sharia as the law of the land, or who want to kill Muslims who leave Islam or who are OK
with honour killings, or who are OK with cruel and unusual punishments in the name of Sharia," she said.
A recent study by the Pew Centre in the United States found that the overwhelming majority of Muslims worldwide
reject Islamic State and other extremism.
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NZ Newswire
April 1, 2017

Media fuelling Islamophobia in NZ: study
The news media could be fuelling Islamophobia in New Zealand, according to a study.
New Zealanders, whether they are liberal or conservative, show both increased anger and reduced warmth
towards Muslims if they are more avid news consumers, the study which appears in international science
journal PLOS ONE says.
The research is based on responses from 16,584 New Zealanders from the New Zealand Attitudes and Values Study,
a 20-year longitudinal study.
New Zealand is a good test for speculation about media-induced Muslim prejudice because of anything tolerant Kiwis
might tend to reject intolerant stereotypes, reducing the effect of the media.
"However we find that the association of prejudice towards Muslims with more media exposure holds across the
political spectrum, and is specific to Muslims," University of Otago lecturer Dr John Shaver, the article's lead author,
says.
"This indicates that it is widespread representations of Muslims in the news that is contributing to lower
Muslim acceptance, rather than any partisan media bias. The media, regardless of politics, tend to publish
violent stories because violence sells."
Professor Joseph Bulbulia of Victoria University of Wellington, also a co-author, notes: "Sadly, there may be realworld consequences for Muslims in this country, people who encounter prejudice across their daily routines,
at the workplace, and in their children's schools."
Despite the study's bleak message, the authors remain optimistic.
"Though un-making prejudice is difficult, we hope these results challenge the media to present fairer representations
of Muslims."
Started by Auckland University Professor Chris Sibley in 2009, the NZAVS is a national probability study of social
attitudes, personality and health outcomes of 18,000 individuals.
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In Trump's rule, Islamophobic incidents rise by 1,000% at US borders
Of 193 cases in 2017, at least 181 were reported after the January 27 Muslim
travel ban
IANS | Washington April 26, 2017 Last Updated at 14:02 IST

●

Donald Trump. Photo: Reuters
ALSO READ
Don't use Islamophobic language, Ami Bera tells Donald TrumpDonald Trump to sign new travel order on
WednesdayHate crime in the US: Sikhs face Islamophobia tooTrump's revised travel ban denounced by
over 130 expertsHate crimes: Indian-Americans hold awareness rally outside White House

●
Islamophobic incidents involving US Customs and Border Protection officials have risen by about 1,000 per
cent since President Donald Trump took office in January, a Muslim activist group said.
According to the Council on American-Islamic Relations on Tuesday, preliminary data collected from its
branches across the US found that instances in which officials were accused of profiling Muslims accounted
23 per cent in 2017.
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Of the 193 Customs and Border Protection (CBP) cases in 2017, at least 181 were reported after the
January 27 Muslim travel ban. In the first three months of 2016, the group reported 17 cases, The
Independent said.
"These are incidents which are reported to us and which we examine," Corey Saylor, director of CAIR's
group that monitors Islamophobia, told The Independent.
"We look at these very carefully. Around 50 per cent, we reject."
Saylor said allegations of Islamophobia being levelled at border officials was nothing new.
He believed that Trump's election and the executive order was behind the spike in incidents. "I have no
doubt in my mind that these things are connected."
In the aftermath of the travel ban, which have been halted by the courts, there were widespread reports of
chaos at US airports, and people being turned away as they sought to board flights to the US at foreign
airports.
Trump vowed during his election campaign that he would make it more difficult for people from certain
countries to reach the US as party of tighter security, despite immigrants from countries such as Syria and
Somalia already having to endure screening that can take several years.
Saylor said he appreciated the difficult job being faced by border officials, but asked that they did it without
breaching the US constitution.
He cited testimony of a Customs and Border Protection official from a 2013 lawsuit, who said: "Look to the
Muslim woman as an indicating factor. By the way she wears her hijab. If the hijab is a solid colour it
indicates religiosity. If it's a patterned scarf, with colours, it's more likely that she is less religious."
http://www.business-standard.com/article/international/in-donald-trump-s-rule-islamophobic-incidents-rise-by-1000-in-us-117042600369_1.html
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Islamophobes Angry at San Diego School Board Over Anti-Bullying
Policies
April 24, 2017
by Doug Porter

The San Diego Unified School District Board of Trustees meeting this week may see an exercise in bombastic bigotry,
thanks to articles published at Breitbart News and other outlets suggesting policies aimed at preventing bullying are
actually implementing Sharia law.
An article in the Union-Tribune says the district is hearing complaints from people drawing misinformed conclusions
stemming from the lead-in to the article at Breitbart, which strongly suggests the Council on American-Islamic
Relations (CAIR) is a terrorist organization.
The local loonies of the right-wing persuasion are mighty worked up and looking to share their fear of the ‘other’ with
anybody unfortunate enough to be at the district building on Tuesday evening. Today I’ll make the case for how they
got to this particular unhappy place.
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1.1.1

Just a Few Facts…

Parents supporting CAIR at School Board meeting. Via Facebook
The local chapter of CAIR spent many months working with school district officials to develop policies dealing with
Islamophobia and the bullying of Muslim students. A study of Muslim students enrolled in California public and
private schools indicating 55% of those surveyed saying they’d been bullied or discriminated against provided the
impetus for local action.
In July 2016, the SDUSD Board of Trustees voted unanimously to direct staff to draft a plan addressing Islamophobia
and bullying of Muslim students. Three weeks ago the Board approved rolling out various measures identified as
proactive steps in this direction, to be fully developed by the end of the school year and implemented next fall.
I was at this particular board meeting and was impressed with the measured and orderly way supporters of the plan
made their case to the Trustees. As far as I could tell it was an example of collaborative engagement ending in a result
pleasing to all sides.
This meeting was about some concerned parents asking for protection for their children.
The Union-Tribune coverage of the meeting included an interview with Stan Anjan, executive director of Family and
Community Engagement for SDUSD:
One of the first steps in the plan will be to distribute letters to staff members and parents addressing Islamophobia
and identifying resources to learn about the religion and fight discrimination. District calendars will be reviewed to
ensure Islam holidays are recognized, which Anjan said is important so schools will schedule campus events that also
can be attended by Muslim families…
…The plan also calls for a different approach in disciplining students who bully Muslim students. Rather than
detention, the school will use a restorative justice method involving the student who did the bullying speaking with the
other student to restore their relationship.
Community groups, parents, stake-holders and others outside the district also will be involved in the plan, Anjan said.
1.1.2 Cue the Outrage
What follows is a classic case of the narrow-minded building a case for bigotry and loathing.
The conservative-but-respectable Washington Times ran an article a day later that was basically a re-write of
the Union-Tribune/Los Angeles Times coverage (both papers ran the same story):
Muslim safe spaces, increased lessons on Islam during social studies classes, and other measures will be adopted
by San Diego Unified School District to combat bullying.

Page | 269

The Council for American-Islamic Relations and school officials in southern California collaborated on a “holistic”
approach to bullying that will likely be implemented this fall. The changes, which include adding Muslim holidays to
school calendars, are the result of a study directed by the San Diego school board in July 2016.
The Washington Times article was picked up by Fox News…
…Begetting this spin from Bare Naked Islam the following day:
Headline: San Diego public school district will create ‘safe spaces’ for Muslims while forcing non-Muslim students
to learn about Islam
In the San Diego Unified School District, public schools now will have to offer ‘safe spaces’ for Muslim snowflakes
and indoctrinate all students with whitewashed (violence and hatred-free) lessons on Islam, provided by designated
terrorist group CAIR.
…Leading to this echo at Truth Revolt three days later:
Thanks to an astonishing 4-0 vote by the San Diego Unified School District, all public school students will be forced
to endure religious classes about Islam while Muslim students are protected from bullying with designated safe spaces.
…Two days later, the story, complete with YouTube videos of the school board meeting, made it over to Free
Republic:

Liberals have spent decades screaming about the separation of church and
‘state’, but now they’ve made a huge exception for Islam.
The San Diego School District will start having school calendars showing Islamic holidays and begin to teach students
about Islam in social studies classes and school district will create safe places on campuses for Muslim students as
part of a multi-tiered approach to combat ‘Islamophobia’.
The Free Republic commentary included a response from San Diegan Roger Ogden, who runs a Youtube channel
called “Stop Obama Now San Diego” and features articles such as “Obama’s Tax on White People” and “Satanism
101 — Obama’s Luciferian Belief System.”
Whether they call themselves Marxist or not, the Board of the San Diego Unified School District is dominated by those
who have a cultural Marxist mentality. On April 4, 2017 they voted to blatantly promote Islam in the public schools.
These anti-bullying projects are just an excuse to indoctrinate the kids in a pro-Islam, anti-American ideology. This
is the entire section of the meeting, in which they discussed this topic and made a decision. (42 minutes)
If anyone wants to help fight this, please contact me.
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Here’s Ogden at a Town Hall for Rep. Scott Peters, taking him to task for daring to use the Islamic Center of San
Diego for the meeting. He was roundly booed by the audience.
By April 14 the San Diego story made it down to RickWells.us with the headline
No Christianity Allowed In “Religion Of Peace” Promoting School District
The speaker at the school board meeting is Stan Anjan, the executive director of Family and Community Engagement
for the San Diego Unified School District. He leaves little to the imagination for those attempting to determine his
motives and the threat he poses to regular, everyday Americans.
He says, “I truly believe that if we do this right, San Diego Unified School District will be the leading school district
in the nation to come up with a robust and beautiful anti-bullying and anti-Islamophobia program.”
For those who might have been lost in his sanitized diversionary description of what he’s up to, they’re going to
mandate students be exposed to Islamic training, with an eye towards acceptance of Islamic beliefs. They also intend
to elevate Islam in issues regarding the conflicts with American cultural values and the Constitutional and their Sharia
Law.
On Sunday, April 23. Breitbart was on it, headlined:
San Diego School District Pushes Forward CAIR Assisted “Anti-Islamophobia’ Plan
The San Diego Unified School District (SDUSD) has been working with the Council on American-Islamic Relations
(CAIR) on “anti-Islamophobia” plans, including adding lessons on Islam in social studies classes and adding Muslim
“safe spaces” to campuses.
The plan is to be implemented in the fall with the start of the new school year.
CAIR has been declared a terrorist organization by the United Arab Emirates, and was named by federal prosecutors
as an unindicted co-conspirator in a Hamas terror-funding operation.
(The Wikipedia entry on CAIR gives the history of the ‘terrorist’ smear that has been pushed by Islamophobes over
the years.)
1.1.3 The Showdown
Once you add the social media and email chains (I’m sorry, I just couldn’t go there. I feel dirty enough having visited
the above websites), it’s not a surprise these types are worked up.
@MarioKoran Thank you for sharing. The amount of hate and negativity we’re seeing about this topic is shameful.
See comments on a pic of our HS band: pic.twitter.com/kYYkvYG6KJ
— San Diego Unified (@sdschools) April 24, 2017
(Koran is the education reporter for Voice of San Diego)
As is true with the local Islamophobes who’ve been appearing at local city council meetings arguing against
‘Welcoming City’ resolutions directed at refugees, these folks will show up on Tuesday for the SDUSD Trustees
meeting. on Tuesday, April 25, 5:00 p.m., in the Eugene Brucker Education Center Auditorium, located at 4100
Normal Street.
Expect hate, fear, and loathing from a bunch of cowards seeking to justify their bigotry. It won’t be pretty. And then
they’ll be off to their next hatefest.
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Meanwhile, CAIR, along with Alliance San Diego and the ACLU have been staging forums on religious freedom in
the San Diego region in recent months. Scary stuff, huh?
Looking for some action? Check out the Weekly Progressive Calendar, published every Friday in this space,
featuring Demonstrations, Rallies, Teach-ins, Meet Ups and other opportunities to get your activism on.
http://sandiegofreepress.org/2017/04/islamophobes-angry-at-san-diego-school-board-over-anti-bullying-policies/#.WP9i8sxlso0.twitter
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San Diego Unified faces backlash for anti-Islamophobia effort

San Diego Unified is facing a backlash after some people have assumed an antibullying policy to protect Muslim students might mean all students will study the Koran
and celebrate Muslim holidays.

Gary Warth Contact Reporter
San Diego Unified School District officials expect a big crowd at their Tuesday night meeting with people
upset, and in some cases misinformed, about a recently launched anti-bully campaign aimed at protecting
Muslim students.
District spokesman Andrew Sharp said San Diego Unified has heard from many people concerned that the
effort would be a violation of the separation of church and state rules, plus other issues.
FROM OUR PARTNERS:
Trump delivers remarks at welcoming ceremony in Israel
Several readers of The San Diego Union-Tribune and the Los Angeles Times, which published the
same article about the school board action earlier this month, raised many of the same concerns and
questioned whether the district was giving special treatment to Muslim students.
The issue has received national attention, including from the conservative web site Breitbart, which
published a story on the district Sunday.
The initiative was explained at the April 4 school board meeting as part of a broader district effort to create
a safe environment for all students. Its roots were in a 2015 study by the Council for American-Islamic
Relations that found 55 percent of American Muslim students surveyed in California said they were bullied
because of their religion, which was twice as high as the national statistic of students reporting being bullied
at school.
Stan Anjan, executive director of Family and Community Engagement at the district, said the district could
begin rolling out steps to address the issue by the end of the school year. Those steps could include social
studies lessons on Islam so students would better understand the religion. Another suggestion was
including Islamic holidays on calendars so teachers who had Muslim students would be more sensitive
about scheduling after-school meetings with parents.
Some people expressed concern that including the history of Islam in social studies classes would result in
teaching Islam and violate church and station restrictions, while others thought including Muslim holidays
on calendars meant schools would be celebrating those holidays.
The issue became further muddled when the website Angry Patriot reported the story with a headline that
read, “Islamic takeover confirmed — American school surrenders to Sharia law.”
Anjan said the district’s plan does not include favoritism of Muslim students or violate church and state
restrictions.
“San Diego Unified does not favor any religion over another,” he wrote in an e-mail. “We welcome all
students from all faiths within our school community.”
At the April 4 board meeting when he explained the initiative, Anjan said lessons about Islam would help
non-Muslims have a better understanding about the religion. He never suggested Islam should be taught
to students as a religion to be followed.
Responding to questions about why the district is focusing on Muslim students and not others who also
might be bullied, Anjan wrote that the district had already taken steps to protect students from being bullied
because of their sexuality, and the effort might be expanded to protect more groups later.
“Our LGBTQIA (Lesbian-Gay-Bisexual-Transgender-Questioning-Intersex-Asexual) work is simply a
model for the Islamophobia work, and there will obviously be unique situations to address in each
community,” he wrote.
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Responding to questions about why the district would put Muslim holidays on the calendar, Anjan other
holidays may be added.
“Our plan is to add major holidays for all faiths to help principals and individual school communities plan
events at times that are least disruptive to the populations they serve,” he wrote. “It is a resource to assist
schools — not a mandate.”
Addressing concerns about cost, Anjan said it’s too early to tell because nobody has been assigned to
establish details of the policy.
At the board meeting earlier this month, Anjan had said schools might establish “safe spaces” for Muslim
students. He explained that the district would be giving equal, not preferential, treatment to Muslim
students.
“We believe all our schools should be safe places for all our students,” he wrote. “Schools with large Muslim
communities may choose to make areas available for prayer, if that is requested by their parents and
students. However, this is no more or less than we would do to accommodate Christians who want to pray
at school, or members of other faiths.”
Anjan was more to the the point when asked if the district was implementing Sharia law.
“No,” he said.

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/education/sd-me-islamophobe-folow-20170421-story.html
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Brooklyn mosque gutted in blaze
By Caroll Alvarado and Khristina Narizhnaya
April 23, 2017 | 7:32am
A Brooklyn mosque was destroyed in a fire early Saturday, officials said.
The blaze broke out just before 6 a.m. inside the Brooklyn Broadway Islamic Center, on the second floor of
a Gates Avenue building in Bedford-Stuyvesant.
“We saw a very rapid eruption,” said building owner Gulzar Hossain. “The whole mosque is damaged. They
had to cut off the roof.”
It took more than 90 minutes to get the two-alarm fire under control. No one was injured.

http://nypost.com/2017/04/23/brooklyn-mosque-gutted-in-blaze/
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Fire Heavily Damages Mosque, Deli In Bed-Stuy, Brooklyn

April 22, 2017 11:20 PM
Jessica Borg
Brooklyn Mosque Fire,
NEW YORK (CBSNewYork) — A fire ripped through a building housing a mosque and a deli in BedfordStuyvesant, Brooklyn Saturday morning.
Firefighters were called at 5:59 a.m. for the blaze at 986 Gates Ave., the FDNY told CBS2.
The building houses the Sunshine Express Deli and the Brooklyn Broadway Jame Masjid and Islamic
Center.
The fire started inside the deli on the first floor. It was raised to two alarms, but was brought under control
at 7:33 a.m., the FDNY said.
As CBS2’s Jessica Borg reported, Kasson Kassim has worked in the family-owned business since it opened
in 2012. He was heading to the store when the fire stopped him in his tracks.
“It’s like I was dreaming,” he said.
Heavy smoke spread upstairs to the mosque, where prayer services were just about to end. Prayer books
and furniture inside were destroyed.
“It’s like we’re helpless. We are in the street now,” president of the mosque Smuglz Hussein said.
The mosque, which has served the community there since 2004, has 250 members, who are now struggling
to find a new place to worship for the holy month of Ramadan, which starts in a few weeks. It is now boarded
up.
“It’s horrible, it’s horrible. It’s a disaster, I don’t know. We’re like almost crying,” Hussein said. “People are
asking, ‘Where are you going to pray?’ So I said, ‘I don’t know.”
There were no injuries in the fire and the cause was under investigation Saturday, the FDNY said.
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2017/04/22/brooklyn-mosque-fire/
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http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2017/04/22/brooklyn-mosque-fire/
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Michigan lawmaker proposes bill banning Sharia Law

Rep. Michele Hoitenga, R-Manton, is seeking co-sponsors on a bill that would ban foreign law from being
practiced in Michigan. (Courtesy photo, Michigan House of Representatives)
By Emily Lawler | elawler@mlive.com
on April 20, 2017 at 6:15 AM, updated April 21, 2017 at 12:01 PM
Update: The bill text is now available online.
LANSING, MI -- Michigan residents would be banned from using other countries' laws in court under a bill
proposed by Rep. Michele Hoitenga, R-Manton, according to an email obtained by MLive.
In an email sent to state lawmakers seeking co-sponsors on Monday, Hoitenga said her bill doesn't
specifically mention Sharia Law, but wrote that it would include the religious law association with Islam.
"If you have not heard by now, a doctor in Detroit is being charged with operating an underground clinic
that actively engaged in genital mutilation on young girls, essentially practicing a fundamentalist version of
Sharia Law," Hoitenga wrote in the email.
The doctor she references is Dr. Jumana Nagarwala, 44, who federal prosecutors accuse of having
performed female genital mutilations at a Detroit-area clinic.
Doctor charged with genital mutilation kept behind bars over Kenya, India ties
A Henry Ford Hospital doctor who was accused of performing female genital mutilation is being kept behind
bars pending trial after a judge found her ties to Kenya and India signal a risk she could flee the country.
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Hoitenga's planned bill is already drawing opposition from Democrats, including Rep. Abdullah Hammoud,
D-Dearborn. Hammoud said Sharia isn't connected with female genital mutilation, as Hoitenga's email
claimed.
"As a Muslim, I can tell you that I'm not aware of a fundamentalist version or another version that
encourages female genital mutilation. That's just not a thing," Hammoud said.
Lawmakers opposed to Hoitenga's proposed legislation said it could be used to ban religious practices,
referencing parts of Hoitenga's email that called for a prohibition of "the practice of foreign laws."
In a statement to MLive, Hoitenga clarified that the legislation referred to recognition in courts, and was not
specific to Sharia law.
"This legislation does not target any specific group or religion, it simply clarifies that foreign laws that are
inconsistent with American laws will not be recognized in our courts," Hoitenga said in the statement.
"It's important to affirm our state and federal constitutions and the freedoms they provide, as they are
constantly under assault. A clear message must be sent that our state will not tolerate the application of
any law that would result in inhumane actions against women and children, even if such are accepted in
other countries."
According to the National Conference of State Legislatures, ten states -- Alabama, Arkansas, Arizona,
Louisiana, Kansas, Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Dakota and Tennessee -- prohibit the
use of foreign law in their courts. Another 15 states have pending legislation on it.
Hoitenga said in her email that her proposal would secure and reinforce existing protections already
provided on the federal level.
Similar legislation was introduced in 2011 by then-Rep. Dave Agema, a Republican from Grandville. It never
made it into law.
Why Rep. Dave Agema wants to stop Sharia by banning 'foreign laws' in Michigan courts
Rep. Jeremy Moss, D-Southfield, is Jewish. He said the bill has ramifications for a lot of other religions,
including his own, which circumcises males in a ceremony known as the bris.
"If you're going to define genital mutilation as a 'foreign law' then the opponents of male circumcision are
going to use that bill to stop Jewish religious practices," said Moss, adding that anybody who is circumcised
should think twice about this bill.
He said that many ancient religions, including Judaism, had rules that conflicted with state law just by nature
of being ancient religions.
Hammoud said female genital mutilation is cultural and not religious.
According to the Female Genital Mutilation National Clinical Group, a UK-based charity, the practice is a
cultural one and is not confined to any one religion.
Hammoud said from his viewpoint, the bill was founded on xenophobia and Islamophobia.
"These types of laws which have popped up in other states across the country do nothing more than just
perpetuate an unjustified and dangerous Islamophobic and xenophobic rhetoric, and it reinforces really
harmful stereotypes," Hammoud said.
http://www.mlive.com/news/index.ssf/2017/04/michigan_lawmaker_proposes_bil.html
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The Ongoing Trauma of the Muslim Students an Undercover
Cop Spied on For 4 Years
by Aviva Stahl And Jeanne Theoharis
APR 21 2017 5:29 PM

PHOTO BY SPENCER PLATT VIA GETTY IMAGES
A new documentary, "Watched," examines the story of an undercover NYPD officer who spent four years
infiltrating a group of Muslim college students—and the harrowing psychological effects on two young
Muslim women who had to live under such invasive surveillance.
"I wonder what I could have become if this hadn't happened," says M in a heartrending short documentary that
premiered at the Tribeca film festival Thursday. Watched tells the story of two Muslim students preyed upon by an
undercover NYPD officer, "Mel," who came to Brooklyn College (BC) to spy on Muslim and other political students
from 2011 to 2015.
Mel arrived at BC with a story about being raised in a Turkish secular family. On her very first day on campus, Mel
"converted" to Islam in front of a group of Muslim students, saying she wanted to explore her religious roots. For four
years, she tagged along to Muslim student events, on campus and off, asked questions about students' religious and
political beliefs, and procured invitations to meetings they were attending. Exploiting the welcoming nature of Muslim
students, she went to their picnics and get-togethers, visited their homes, and even served as a bridesmaid in one
woman's wedding. Some students began to have questions about her but were powerless to do anything. Who do you
go to if you suspect an undercover cop is in your midst? (The NYPD has admitted to sending an undercover operative
to BC in an "approved investigation," but said it came to nothing.)
Read more: We Will Be Heard: Voices Against the Muslim Ban
The film charts the devastating effects of such prolonged surveillance: the anxiety and self-doubt it produced in
students, the diminishing of what these political and religious young women felt they could do or say, the mistrust it
generated amongst students, the way it made them feel less safe in public, and the fears of being jailed like other
Muslims they knew. Fundamentally, even as the election of Donald Trump has brought the issue of Islamophobia to
the fore, Watched is a rare portrayal of the devastating impacts of policing on young Muslim lives. While Muslim
Americans are constantly talked about in the public sphere, we seldom hear their unmediated voices. Watched is a rare
journalistic endeavor, one in which we are able listen to American Muslim women speak about their experiences
coming of age in post-9/11 America—without any other voices cutting in.

Page | 279

Mel first arrived at BC in April 2011, a few months before the Associated Press broke a series of explosive
stories revealing that the NYPD created a special unit, called the Demographics Unit, in order to map Muslims
throughout the New York metro area, and sent operatives into restaurants, mosques, bookstores, and student
associations. In the aftermath of the AP's reporting and subsequent outcry, many thought that the mass surveillance
against Muslims had ended: The revelations prompted the closure of Demographics Unit by de Blasio and a new era
of policing. Two lawsuits filed against the NYPD by Muslim people who had been subject to surveillance
were recently settled, which seemed to seal the deal—in fact, when news outlets covered the recent settlement, they
used the past tense to describe NYPD surveillance of Muslims. Yet Mel spent her time at Brooklyn College largely
after the publication of the AP reports, and her presence continued for more than a year after de Blasio came into
office. Watched serves as a devastating rebuttal to the notion that mass surveillance of Muslim New Yorkers is a thing
of the past.
Who do you go to if you suspect an undercover cop is in your midst?
The backdrop to Mel's time on campus is the case of another BC student, Fahad Hashmi. An extremely outspoken
Muslim, Hashmi graduated Brooklyn College in 2003 and got his masters at London Metropolitan University. In 2006,
he was arrested on four charges of material support to Al Qaeda for allowing a friend to stay in his London student
apartment for two weeks and use his cell phone. The friend had luggage that contained raincoats, ponchos, and
waterproof socks that the friend allegedly took to an Al Qaeda leader in Pakistan. Hashmi spent three years in pretrial solitary confinement in Manhattan, and the day before trial took a government plea bargain. At the time Mel came
to campus, a number of Muslim students had previously been active in exposing the rights abuses in his case.
Disturbingly, one of the lessons Mel's time on campus has produced is more fear—that raising questions about the
treatment of Muslims only brings more targeting. Fears about being watched are not only about privacy. There is also
the more paralyzing anxiety that you or a loved one could end up behind bars. As Mel's case plainly illustrates, there
is a fundamental problem with how law enforcement operates towards Muslims.
Beginning under Clinton and dramatically escalating after 9/11 under Bush and Obama, and likely to grow under
Donald Trump, the reigning dogma became "preventive prosecution." A new law banning "material support" to
terrorism (defined as "any service, training, [or] expert advice or assistance" to a group designated by the government
as a foreign terrorist organization), passed in 1996 and expanded with the PATRIOT Act, making it possible to
prosecute with an extremely low standard of proof. It's a prosecutor's dream: Material-support charges require no
criminal act nor direct contact with terrorists, just the knowing "support" of a foreign terrorist organization. They often
focus on small acts and religious and political associations, which take on sinister meaning as ostensible manifestations
of forthcoming terrorism.
To catch a crime in the absence of a plot requires the criminalization of previously legal behavior, a regime of
surveillance to figure out who pre-criminals might be, and a theory to identify these persons. The reigning theory is
radicalization: that the increasing politicization and religiosity of young Muslims can lead to eventual criminal
conduct. FBI and NYPD informants are instructed to listen for "anti-American" sentiments, latch on to those
individuals expressing "suspect" political beliefs and prod them to see if they are interested in taking action. Half of
the terrorism prosecutions since 9/11 have involved informants, and more than a quarter have employed government
sting operations. In some cases, even according to judges, the government has manufactured the plot and provided all
the materials from beginning to end.
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One of the students featured in the documentary. Photo via "Watched"
Watched is an intimate portrayal of what it means to survive the most invasive form of surveillance, and it lays bare
what is almost totally invisibilized when it comes to the question of Muslim surveillance: the personal cost to its
victims. Many Americans claim, "If you're not doing anything wrong, what do you have to hide?" In Watched, we see
how surveillance traumatized a group of young women, sowed mistrust within a community of faith, and compelled
young people to police their own minds, words, and political imaginaries.
In the film, another student, R, describes her fear by drawing on Foucault's concept of the panopticon. To secure
compliance, the state does not have to watch every Muslim at every moment, she explains—if Muslims are sufficiently
afraid of the state's power, they'll surveil and curtail their own behavior in terms of what political thoughts they express,
whether to participate in Muslim student association activities, which mosque to attend or not. The political utility of
stifling political expression and critique within Muslim American communities comes into view.
In the wake of the Snowden revelations, Americans of all political persuasions were outraged by government intrusion
over their private lives. And the kind of surveillance endured by Muslims is far more personal, intrusive, and damaging
than the electronic monitoring and harvesting of meta-data that the Snowden files revealed. Why are Muslim
Americans presumed to have no right to privacy, to political and religious expression, to feel safe in public and in
their most intimate relationships?
What makes Watched so powerful is that it forces audiences to confront the actual impact of surveillance on the lives
of American Muslims. Since 9/11, American Muslims have been expected to shoulder the burden of government
intrusion for the presumed safety of the rest of us. Watched demands that we grapple with the nature of that burden
through the voices of those who have experienced it firsthand.
2.1.1.1.1
Topics
https://broadly.vice.com/en_us/article/the-ongoing-trauma-of-the-muslim-students-an-undercover-cop-spied-on-for-4-years
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Self-defence class over Islamophobia 'normalisation' fear
By Rachel FlintBBC News
19 April 2017
From the section Wales
These are external links and will open in a new w indow

Media caption"It brings up tears... it is absolutely shocking"Muslim women in Cardiff have been offered selfdefence classes over fears Islamophobia has been "normalised" since Brexit.Women have reported being shouted
at and spat at in the street and new figures show there was a rise in all reported hate crimes after the vote.
A gym in Canton is now offering women-only self-defence classes with a focus on hijab attack prevention.
South Wales Police said hate crime was "never acceptable".
The latest figures from South Wales Police show 2,466 hate crimes were reported to the force in the past 12 months.
This included a spike in July 2016 - the month after the EU referendum vote - but the figures have since fallen.
The Muslim Council of Wales claims the figures are the tip of the iceberg and says some women do not report hate
crimes because they now consider the abuse a normal part of their lives.
Mohammed Alamgir, director of projects for the organisation, said hijab attacks - where headscarves are pulled - were
becoming a problem in the city.
Mr Alamgir said: "For Muslim women it has become a normal part of their lives, to be attacked and belittled.
"A teenage girl was walking in Grangetown and a group of girls started name-calling, they pulled the back of her
headscarf and dragged her to the floor.
"That is not acceptable. This is our country, this should not be happening in our city."
Haya Fitness gym in Canton has started self-defence classes after reports of Muslim women feeling too frightened to
leave their houses after dark or on match days for fear of attacks.
The classes - open to all women who feel threatened by the increase in hate crime - teach them how to report verbal
and physical attacks, as well as evasive manoeuvres if someone grabs them or pulls their headscarf.
Image captionThe women are being taught how to evade attacks, including if their headscarves are pulled
One 27-year-old student, who moved to Cardiff with her family from Somalia when she was a teenager, says she is
still shaken after being verbally attacked while getting on the bus.
She said the man, who has not been traced by police, ranted about Donald Trump and Brexit, and became more
aggressive when challenged.
She got off the bus and waited an hour for the next one to avoid the man.
"It feels like it's normal for this to happen nowadays, but why?" she said. "Who said this is normal and why are we
accepting it?"
"It's so scary walking down your own streets: every single time you go to town you look behind you and you're
thinking someone's going to be there trying to tell me what they have seen in the news."
She reported the matter to the police but said she knows of other women who are too frightened of repercussions,
gossip and nothing being done, to report incidents.
"Do I have to not stay late in the town? Do I have to not feel comfortable in my own headscarf or my own clothes
even? It brings up tears... it is absolutely shocking," she said.
"Of course I'm going to report it: it could happen to my mum, my sister, my friend, it could be someone next door, it
could be anyone tomorrow."
Another 20-year-old student was verbally racially abused as she walked through Caroline Street in the city centre with
friends.
At the time she said they laughed it off, but she realises now she should have taken action.
"We get dirty looks all the time, muttering under the breath, it's so normal we don't even think twice about it," she
said.
"Even if we were to report it, I don't think anything would be done - I mean how would they catch that person?
"Someone very close to me had alcohol poured on her, but she didn't report this, it was in Cardiff after a match, she
had alcohol thrown on her and then racial abuse.
"She didn't report it, she didn't want to, just in case someone else found out and they began talking negatively about
her.
"My dad says he doesn't want me going out after a certain time: it shouldn't be like that, we shouldn't have to tell the
girls not to go out after a certain time, others should be educated on not harming them."
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Counselling service Tell MAMA said women were more likely to be targeted by hate crime than men - due to wearing
the hijab, abaya or niqab.
According to statistics complied by the service in 2015, 75% of all victims of Islamophobic hate crimes in England
and Wales were women.
Director Imam Atta said: "Visible Muslim women are the ones that suffer anti-Muslim hatred and our work has also
demonstrated that they are targeted mainly at bus stops, on public transport and at major train station hubs as people
come and go from work."
South Wales Police said any kind of hate crime was a criminal offence and "never acceptable".
A spokesman added: "We believe that by taking action against perpetrators, supporting victims, and working in
partnership, we can make the lives of those suffering from hate crime safer, protect their families, support the
community, and prevent re-victimisation."
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-wales
38981436?utm_content=bufferedd36&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer#
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The cooling of Donald Trump’s Islamo-skepticism
After a surge of zeal, America’s view of Islam grows more business-like

2.1.2 Erasmus
Apr 14th 2017
by ERASMUS
THESE are confusing times for any student of global religion and geopolitics. This weekend around 2bn Christians
mark the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. This happens to be a year when the Christian West and the Christian
East celebrate Easter on the same date. Some well-connected Catholic and Russian Orthodox news services disturbed
some of their faithful readers by predicting that Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan might stage a pre-election
stunt by going to pray in Hagia Sophia, a building which began life as eastern Christendom’s greatest temple.
There was no sign of this actually happening; the mere suggestion that it might was enough to cause a frisson.
In just one respect, though, the global religious temperature may be cooling just a little. The administration of Donald
Trump, elected among other things on a wave of Islamo-scepticism, seems to be toning down its collective antipathy
towards all things Muslim and charting a more pragmatic path.
2.2
Latest updates
2.2.1 Muslims, Jews and women in America
33 MINUTES AGO
2.2.2 Why a rocky archipelago south of Newfoundland is officially part of France
8 HOURS AGO
2.2.3 Donald Trump’s reset on Islam
18 HOURS AGO
2.2.4 The NextGen scoring system could help bring tennis into the 21st century
A DAY AGO
2.2.5 Hassan Rouhani wins a second term
2 DAYS AGO
2.2.6 New Orleans removes its last big Confederate statue
3 DAYS AGO
See all updates
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There are several signs of that. One is the decline in influence of some ideologically driven individuals such as Steve
Bannon, the White House adviser who has never hidden his belief that the “Judeo-Christian West” must defend itself
against what he sees as a centuries-old and multi-pronged challenge from the other monotheism. In recent days
President Trump has made several mildly disparaging comments about Mr Bannon, confirming the general sense that
his stock is diminishing.
Going by Mr Bannon’s logic, America should at least be considering Russia’s invitation to be a partner against militant
Islam, even if that means overlooking Russian misdeeds. But since America’s recent missile strike against Syria, that
way of thinking seems to be have been set aside. As a colleague has written, this reflects a certain normalisation of
American foreign policy. And in “normal” times, America and Russia treat the world of Islam not as an adversary or
a friend but as a field of competition. Each player in this game has to cultivate some Muslim friends in order to
confront others, and that is what America and Russia have generally done since the cold war.
Another sign of a shift is the presentation, more than the content, of the president’s executive orders aimed at stopping
immigration from certain Muslim countries. When a second version of the order was published on March 5th, it was
emphasised that the intention was not to ban adherents of a religion. By contrast when the first version was issued in
January, only to be struck down by a successful legal challenge, its designation as a “Muslim ban” seemed not to be
discouraged.
For some observers, it is telling that the administration, after considerable internal debate, has not so far designated
the global Muslim Brotherhood as a terrorist organisation. Critics say this move would complicate America’s
diplomatic relations with several countries and threaten the existence of several advocacy groups within the United
States. A White House spokesman said the designation was still under consideration and no final decision had been
taken.
The Brotherhood is not a monolith. It can evolve in a more liberal-democratic direction, as did the Ennahda party in
Tunisia, and even within one country, it can morph into several different phenomena, as happened in Jordan. A catchall
demonisation might actually arrest this possibility, according to most pundits on Islam.
“All the professional advice was against the Brotherhood’s designation [as terrorist],” says Shadi Hamid, a senior
fellow of the Brookings Institution think-tank. Mr Hamid reports that many in Washington, DC have become less
hostile to his way of thinking, which holds that Islam is more prone to theocratic tendencies than other faiths, but
argues that the West should accept this and work for gradual change rather than slamming the door in Islam’s face.
Most Trump-watchers detect some change of attitudes towards Islam but not all are convinced that it runs deep. Mark
Silk, a religion professor and author of the blog Spiritual Politics, thinks the mood remains volatile. He told Erasmus:
As in other areas, reality does appear to be having a sobering effect on the bumptious nativism and Islamophobia of
our new president. To the extent that Bannon’s fading fortunes reflect that, it’s a good thing. But I would be careful
not to jump to conclusions about the administration’s attitude to Islam. Its learning curve remains steep, and one
terrorist incident in the United States could provoke a new storm of rants and, conceivably, anti-Muslim legal efforts.
Arsalan Iftikhar, an American Muslim author of a book on “Islamophobia” in high places, insists that the decline in
standing suffered by civilisational warriors with a grudge against his faith is at best only a small mercy.
Regardless of their waning influence, every person of conscience should be concerned that the political ideologies of
jingoistic ultra-nationalism were even allowed this close to the Oval Office in the first place…It has become quite
clear that Donald Trump is very comfortable surrounding himself with bigots who represent the most deplorable
aspects of our diverse American society.
Maybe so. But as with any boss, Mr Trump’s choice of bigot is subject to change. Today’s favourite can be tomorrow’s
outcast; that goes for geopolitical views as well as individuals.
Correction (April 18th): An earlier version of this piece stated that the White House had decided not to designate the
Muslim Brotherhood as a terrorist organisation. In fact, no decision has yet been made. The post has been amended
to reflect this. Apologies.
http://salamerica.com/the-oldest-university-in-the-world-was-founded-by-a-woman-muslim-woman-in-morocco/
http://www.economist.com/blogs/erasmus/2017/04/mood-change
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Calling Islamophobia A Bad Thing Shouldn’t Be Hard. Canada Did It,
Yet Congress Still Can’t.
Our northern neighbors had the big, messy, national debate about anti-Muslim hate
that we still need.
By Christopher Mathias

1.8k
Two resolutions condemning Islamophobia died quietly in the U.S. House of Representatives at the beginning of
January, neither having made it out of committee. In their year-and-a-half lifespans, they drew only a few headlines,
no debates on the House floor, no protests in the streets.
The next month there was no such silence in Canada.
The author of another anti-Islamophobia resolution stood before the House of Commons in Ottawa and read aloud a
sampling of the thousands of bigoted messages and death threats she’d received online.
“We will burn down your mosques, draper head Muslim,” said one message read by Iqra Khalid, a member of the
Liberal Party who represents an Ontario district. Khalid is a Muslim who was born in Pakistan and immigrated to
Canada as a child.
“Kill her and be done with it,” read another message. “I agree, she is here to kill us. She is sick, and needs to be
deported.”
“I’m not going to help them shoot you, I’m going to be there to film you on the ground crying,” said another.
The messages didn’t exactly feel like empty threats. Just a month before, a white supremacist had opened fire on a
mosque in Quebec, killing six people praying there.
As she read the messages, Khalid politely replaced curse words by saying “blank.”
“Blank you gently with a chainsaw, you camel-humping terrorist incubator blank.”
“Shoot this blank.”
The horrifying messages, sent to Khalid after she introduced the M-103 resolution in the House of Commons, seemed
to prove its premise: that anti-Muslim hate in Canada was real and scary, and that the government needed to take a
stand.
M-103 called on all members of Parliament to condemn Islamophobia, collect information about hate crimes, and
create a committee to investigate how best to combat religious discrimination in Canada. It was not a bill and did not
create a new law.
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MATHIEU BELANGER/AFP/GETTY IMAGES
People mourn at a February funeral service for three victims of the Quebec mosque shooting.
Still, its introduction precipitated heated debates, with some Conservative Party lawmakers taking issue with the word
“Islamophobia” itself and arguing that the resolution would somehow stifle free speech.
“If I think of myself, I am afraid that if ISIS jihadists came over, they might cut my head off and rape me. Is that
Islamophobia?” Conservative MP Marilyn Gladu said. “I do not know.”
Gladu and other Conservatives pushed for a different resolution, one that condemned all forms of bigotry.
Khalid defined Islamophobia clearly for the House as “the irrational hate of Muslims that leads to
discrimination.” Liberal MP Mélanie Joly, the minister of Canadian heritage, called the Conservatives’ new resolution
“weakened and watered down.”
“The Conservatives have brought this motion forward in a cynical attempt to serve their political purposes and avoid
addressing the real issue concerning Islamophobia,” Joly said.
Anti-Muslim websites were apoplectic over M-103, claiming that it would both criminalize criticism of Islam and lead
to the implementation of Sharia law in Canada. Such falsehoods fueled tense anti-M-103 protests across the country.
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CREATIVE TOUCH IMAGING LTD./NURPHOTO VIA GETTY IMAGES
Canadians protest against M-103 in Toronto, part of a wave of demonstrations and counter-demonstrations across
the country in March.
Meanwhile, the press churned out over 1,000 news articles about the resolution in the space of just a few months,
according to a search on Lexis-Nexis.
Finally, in March, the House of Commons, led by its Liberal majority, passed M-103 by a vote of 201 to 91. Although
it was still just a nonbinding resolution, Khalid had accomplished something significant: a big, messy, very public
discussion about Islamophobia in Canada.
That’s the discussion that former Rep. Mike Honda (D-Calif.) wanted here in the United States.
Honda, who lost his bid for re-election in November, was a co-sponsor of House Resolution 569, which denounced
“in the strongest terms the increase of hate speech, intimidation, violence, vandalism, arson, and other hate crimes
targeted against mosques, Muslims, or those perceived to be Muslim.”
He chose to sponsor the resolution out of personal experience. He and his family were among some 120,000 Americans
of Japanese ancestry incarcerated in so-called internment camps during World War II, where they lived behind barbed
wire under the watch of armed guards.
Honda argued last year that what had happened to his family “could happen again” — this time to Muslim Americans,
who were increasingly scapegoated and targeted for hateful speech in the wake of the 2015 terror attacks in Paris and
San Bernardino, California. Hate crimes against Muslims rose 67 percent in 2015. While the FBI hasn’t released hate
crime statistics for 2016 yet, media reports show Muslims are still being targeted.
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BILL CLARK/CQ ROLL CALL VIA GETTY IMAGES
Former Rep. Mike Honda warned that what was done to Japanese American families, like his, during World War II
could be done again to others.
Honda was especially horrified in November, when Carl Higbie, a retired Navy SEAL and prominent surrogate for
then President-elect Donald Trump, cited the World War II prison camps as “precedent” for a Muslim registry ―
which was one of Trump’s campaign proposals.
The important lesson of his family’s story, Honda told The Huffington Post, is that “what they did to us was
unconstitutional and they made it legal.” HR 569, he said, could have sparked “a debate about Islamophobia in the
bright sunlight” ― like M-103 did in Canada ― and might have been a step toward defending Muslim Americans
from future persecution.
Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson (D-Texas) also had an anti-Islamophobia resolution ― HR 413― die in the House at the
end of the last Congress. HR 413 sought to recognize and honor “the victims of hate crimes of Islamophobia and antiimmigrant sentiment, in the aftermath of September 11, 2001.” It specifically cited nine murders of Muslims or those
perceived to be Muslim in the five weeks after 9/11.
In a statement to HuffPost this week, Johnson said she wrote HR 413 as a rebuke to years of Islamophobic speech and
government policy since the U.S. launched its “War on Terror.”
“A general climate of fear and anger toward Muslims and those who appear to be Muslim was fomented,” Johnson
said. “Politicians kept using [such] terms as ‘Islamic jihadism’ in their speeches. This climate of fear has manifested
itself for the past 16 years in institutional policies that view American Muslims as a threat. This climate of fear is
unjust.”
She also said her Muslim constituents are worried.
“There is a vibrant, active Muslim community in my congressional district and not a day passes that I don’t hear from
Muslim American constituents in North Texas about their concerns, fears or well-being for themselves or their
families,” Johnson said.
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BILL CLARK/CQ ROLL CALL VIA GETTY IMAGES
Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson said that “not a day passes” that she doesn’t hear from worried Muslim American
constituents.
Half of all resolutions introduced in the House of Representatives are never passed, many falling between the cracks
during a busy legislative schedule. And the two anti-Islamophobia resolutions in the 114th Congress faced an
especially uphill battle: They were introduced and sponsored by Democrats in a Republican-controlled chamber.
Still, resolutions condemning hate and violence against millions of Americans would seem like an easy “yes” vote for
any member of Congress.
Robert McCaw, national government affairs director at the Council on American-Islamic Relations, would put the
blame in part on the rise of Trump.
“The fear among Republicans,” McCaw told HuffPost last year, “is that if they stand up to Islamophobia, they are
going to be challenged by the 70 percent of the GOP that wants to ban Muslims entering the U.S.” ― another one of
Trump’s campaign proposals. “There’s a lack of moral backbone in the Republican Party to stand up to Islamophobia
and that’s what needs to be addressed,” he said.
The failure of the two resolutions to even get out of committee suggests how deeply anti-Muslim sentiment is
entrenched in the House, with or without Trump. Among the committee members responsible for denying the
resolutions a vote were three of the most Islamophobic congressmen: Reps. Trent Franks (R-Ariz.), Steve King (RIowa) and Louie Gohmert (R-Texas).
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BILL CLARK/CQ ROLL CALL VIA GETTY IMAGES
Reps. Steve King, Trent Franks and Louie Gohmert (left to right) are known for their baldly anti-Muslim comments.
Franks once endorsed a virulently anti-Muslim film titled “The Third Jihad: Radical Islam’s Vision for America” and
spoke at a conference called “The Enemy of Freedom: Islam.”
Gohmert once claimed that Muslim terrorists were sending pregnant women to the U.S. to give birth to “future
terrorists” who would “help destroy our way of life.”
And King ― who recently made headlines for tweeting a white nationalist message ― has said that the government
should spy on mosques and that Muslims should have to renounce Sharia before entering the U.S.
“I don’t know if we as a nation are at the point yet where we’ll have a [Congress] condemning Islamophobia,” McCaw
said this week. “America right now is facing its highest uptick of hate crimes in years, and we have a presidency
unwilling to address its own anti-Muslim bias or the hate crimes happening on the streets,” he added.
While Canada transitioned from a Conservative government under former Prime Minister Stephen Harper to a Liberal
one under Prime Minister Justin Trudeau in its last federal election, America did essentially the opposite.

ZANE SPARLING/PORTLAND TRIBUNE
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An Iranian refugee in Oregon returned to his home last month to find it covered in anti-Muslim graffiti.
“The resolution in Canada addresses the systemic anti-Muslim bias that was seen to culminate in the Harper
government,” McCaw said, “and under Trudeau’s leadership, the Canadian people are acknowledging the harmful
effects of Islamophobia in their society.”
McCaw sees one bright spot in Congress with the April 5 passage of Senate Resolution 518, which condemns all hate
crimes targeting “religious, racial, and ethnic minorities,” including Muslims. It also calls on federal law enforcement
to expedite hate crime investigations.
“So while we haven’t seen individual resolutions singling out Islamophobia passing Congress, we have seen
resolutions against all forms of hate,” he said.
If a measure like that can find bipartisan support and get adopted, McCaw said, maybe “there is hope” for other
legislation to combat Islamophobia.
Rep. Don Beyer (D-Va.), who co-sponsored HR 569 last year with Honda, told HuffPost recently that he plans to
reintroduce that resolution sometime this year. Last month in his district, a Muslim family returned home to find a
Quran destroyed and “FUCK MUSLIMS” written on the wall.
Rep. Johnson said she also plans to reintroduce HR 413 this year. Last month at the University of Texas in Dallas, a
few miles from Johnson’s district, someone dumped Quransin a campus toilet.
America does not do a good job of tracking incidents of hate and bias. We need your help to create a database of such
incidents across the country, so we all know what’s going on. Tell us your story.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/islamophobia-united-states-canada_us_58ef93b3e4b0bb9638e1fc40?ncid=engmodushpmg00000004
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Charlotte County’s Supervisor of Elections Lectures on “The Rise of Radical
Islam”
By MICHAEL HIRSH • APR 10, 2017

●

MICHAEL HIRSH
Listen
Listening...
Charlotte County’s Supervisor of Elections, Paul Stamoulis gave a lecture at the Cultural Center of Charlotte County
last Thursday dealing with the world of Islam. Advance publicity said the topic would be “The Rise of Radical Islam.”
What the nearly 400 attendees heard was a two-hour plus academic style, chart-and-map-heavy presentation on the
history of the Islamic religion from ancient times to the present with a bit of quibbling from a few audience members
who were present to combat what they say they expected to be a speech filled with rampant Islamophobia.
Before the lecture, a handful of demonstrators who were closely watched by Charlotte County Sheriff deputies
chanted, “Hey, hey, ho, ho Islamophobia must go” on the sidewalk outside.
The lecture, one in a series of ten titled “Government and Politics—Strange Bedfellows” offered by the Charlotte
Supervisor of Elections office, proceeded with minimal interruption, until Stamoulis offered this opinion on American
Muslims and Sharia law.
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Charlotte County Supervisor of Elections Paul Stamoulis lectures on "The Rise of Radical Islam".
CREDIT MICHAEL HIRSH
“The failure to acknowledge the supremacy—this is the touchy part—I’m not sure Muslims can make this adjustment,”
he said. “I sure hope they can. The failure to acknowledge the supremacy of civil laws over Sharia law—in the US
that means the US Constitution and democratically—that’s supposed to be—legislated laws,” said Stamoulis.
That’s when Hassan Shibly, of the Council on American Islamic Relations or CAIR in Tampa spoke up.
“I’m a civil rights lawyer, an Imam, and a Muslim, and I don’t know any Muslims that disagree that the US
Constitution is the supreme law of the land,” said Shibly. “God bless you. I’m committing my life to defend the US
Constitution; I’m proud to do so.”
“How ‘bout that?” asked Stamoulis. “Well you know what? Everything else is negotiable.”
Attendees at the lecture had been made aware of its potentially sensitive nature as soon as they entered the theater. On
each seat was taped a printed “event disclaimer” from the management saying that the material that would be presented
“does not necessarily constitute the views or an endorsement from the Cultural Center of Charlotte County.”
TAGS:
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http://news.wgcu.org/post/charlotte-county-s-supervisor-elections-lectures-rise-radical-islam’
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Paul Anderson pulls out of Omaha City Council
race after anti-mosque flap
By Susan Szalewski / World-Herald staff writer
Apr 11, 2017

Top of Form
Bottom of Form
A candidate who campaigned against allowing a mosque in Omaha has dropped out of the race for Omaha
City Council because of the verbal attacks he says he and his wife have received.
Paul Anderson had finished second in a three-way race and was guaranteed a spot on the ballot in the
general election. Now that he’s dropped out, he’ll be replaced by Grant Sturek, a student at the University
of Nebraska at Omaha. Sturek will face incumbent Pete Festersen.
“It was a difficult decision,” Anderson said. “It’s the ugly side of politics.”
Anderson said Monday night that he has no regrets about entering the race, taking a stand against the
mosque and ultimately ending his campaign.
“I knew the odds going into this race,” Anderson said.
Anderson said he opposes a mosque planned for west Omaha because he believes it has a connection to
the Muslim Brotherhood, a controversial religious and political group that has been accused of having ties
to terrorists.
Anderson was rebuked by his opponents and others after running a radio ad that criticized construction of
a mosque on the campus of the Tri-Faith Initiative in west Omaha. The campus also will include a Jewish
synagogue and Christian church.
Anderson later said he regretted his choice of words in the ad.
Anderson’s remarks in the ad and in interviews with news media have been widely criticized as antiMuslim.
After losing the primary, Sturek endorsed Festersen and did so, he said, because of Anderson’s
“inflammatory comments toward the Muslim and LGBT communities in Omaha.”
Festersen said Anderson’s remarks regarding Muslims have been “false and discriminatory” and have no
place in the election.
Anderson declined the nomination Monday afternoon, according to the Douglas County Election
Commission.
Festersen easily won the primary, with more than 75 percent of the vote. Anderson received 15 percent,
while Sturek garnered 8.4 percent.
Nevertheless, Anderson said, ending the campaign was hard — a decision he made almost immediately
after advancing to the general election as the verbal attacks intensified. He said the comments took a toll
on him and his wife.
“It’s painful,” he said. “I’m trying to regroup right now.”
Sturek, back in the race with Festersen as an opponent, said he will try to fight the “huge contributions
from companies” that Festersen has received, one of the reasons why Sturek said he entered the
campaign.
He said companies’ donations “undermine our democracy and make it harder for grass-roots candidates
to run.”
Festersen said the donations are part of his “broad-based support across the political spectrum,” and he’s
confident that support will help him win the general election on May 9.
http://www.omaha.com/news/metro/paul-anderson-pulls-out-of-omaha-city-council-race-after/article_e7519956-1e3e-11e7-a218fb05b601303c.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_campaign=user-share
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Rifle-Toting Man Threatens Muslim Neighbors: ‘Get Out of My Country’
Cierra Bailey
As Islamophobia continues to threaten the quality of life for Muslims in America, yet another hate crime has come
to light against a Muslim family in Florida.
Report: Jacksonville man tells Muslim neighbors "get out of my country" while threatening to kill
them https://t.co/GvvEHBJTps #Florida pic.twitter.com/T9zXmZ1zQG
— JartoYA! (@JartoYa) April 5, 2017
It is incredibly ironic that in the midst of President Donald Trump trying to ban Muslims under the guise of “national
security,” people of the Islamic faith are really the ones who are under attack in this country.
This is the worst time to be Muslim in America since 9/11, and it seems to only be getting worse.
This week in Islamophobic attacks, a gun-wielding Florida man was arrested after pointing his handgun and rifle at
his Muslim neighbors while spewing racial slurs at them, The Root reports.

Read More:Muslim Teen Uses Stanford Application To Support Black Lives Matter
The 52-year-old white man named Robert Anthony Ruetting faces charges of aggravated assault with a deadly weapon
and is set to appear in court at the end of the month.
Ruetting’s neighbor, Aied Alzaidy, was reportedly gardening Saturday night when Ruetting came outside with a
handgun and flashlight in tow.
“‘If you move [expletive], I will shoot you,’” Alzaidy said Ruetting told him. Ruetting then allegedly put his gun to
Alzaidy’s head and struck him with his flashlight.
Ruetting retreated to his home and then returned with a rifle, which he allegedly pointed at Alzaidy along with his
wife and their three kids — the youngest just 5 years old.
“I’m going to kill all you Muslim [expletive], get out of my country. Don’t talk to my wife,” Ruetting allegedly said.
Cops were called to the scene and were permitted to search Ruetting’s home where they found and seized a rifle in an
open bag next to his bed, according to The Florida Times-Union.
Unsurprisingly, Alzaidy said his family is now living in fear, and his children are sleeping in his bedroom at night
with him and his wife.
“I have to find a doctor to talk to my oldest one,” Alzaidy said. “When she saw the AK-47 pointed at her dad, she told
her mom, ‘I’m afraid he’s going to kill my dad.’”
Nancy Urfalino, Ruetting’s wife, claims the whole incident was Alzaidy’s fault because he had been flirting with her
for some time before her husband finally confronted him. She also claimed her husband didn’t physically assault their
neighbor.
“My husband did not lay a hand on him. Zilch,” she reportedly said.
Alzaidy, of course, denies Urfalino’s claims and accused her of abusing alcohol.
“She’s drunk 24/7 and she uses language I don’t want my kids to hear,” he said. “She uses language like that every
single day — ‘Get out of our country, Muslim.’”
Alzaidy also noted that this wasn’t the first confrontation he’s had with the couple since moving in next door to them.
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“The problem is they hate Muslims and they hate kids,” he said.
“He came with the AK-47 and he said, ‘Get out of my country, Muslim. I hate Muslims,’” Alzaidy added.
Florida’s Council on American-Islamic Relations chapter is seeking hate crime charges to be filed against Ruetting
— as they should, because the altercation was very clearly motivated by hate.

http://www.carbonated.tv/news/rifletoting-man-threatens-muslim-neighbors-get-out-of-my-country
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Second instance of anti-Muslim graffiti at USM prompts investigation
The graffiti discovered Tuesday evening is condemned by USM President Glenn
Cummings.
BY JOE LAWLOR STAFF WRITER

Jonathan Bobe, a sophomore nursing student at the University of Southern Maine, speaks during a discussion
Wednesday about Islamaphobic graffiti found on the Portland campus. Staff photo by Ben McCanna
The University of Southern Maine is investigating an anti-Muslim statement that was written on a poster in Luther
Bonney Hall on the Portland campus.
The statement, written on a poster that advises students what to do in case there’s an “active shooter” on campus, said
“Kill the muslin,” misspelling the word Muslim.
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Farkhunda Jamal, a USM junior who lives in Westbrook, said she was disheartened but not surprised by an antiMuslim message on a poster hung in the school's Luther Bonney Hall (background). Jamal, a Muslim who immigrated
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to the U.S. from Afghanistan when she was 6, said she believes this latest on-campus message of intolerance indicates
what some people in the community are thinking, but aren't outwardly expressing. Staff photo by Ben McCanna

Bob Stein, USM's executive director of public affairs, points to a poster similar to the one that was defaced. The poster
-- an infographic that depicts how to respond to active-shooter situations -- was vandalized to include the words "Kill
the muslin" (sic).Staff photo by Ben McCanna
●
●
●

2.2.7
RELATED HEADLINES
In wake of anti-Muslim graffiti at USM, rally of religious groups appeals for inclusiveness
Heightened ‘Islamophobia’ spreads in U.S.
Confronting the spike in open hate, harassment, intimidation: How long will it last?
USM President Glenn Cummings wrote in an email sent Wednesday to the USM community that the “disgraceful”
statement was written sometime Tuesday evening.
“I cannot begin to tell you how this strikes at the heart of everything we are trying to accomplish here as a place where
everyone feels welcome and safe,” Cummings wrote. “I am personally sickened by this and apologize to our many
Muslim students whose presence on our campus and contributions to our university I could not value more. We do
not know who the perpetrator is, but are making every effort to find out and take action to the full extent of USM
policies and Maine law. I expect that anyone who can furnish any information on the incident will come forward and
do so.”
Farkhunda Jamal, 24, a USM junior and Muslim from Westbrook, said she was disheartened but not surprised by the
anti-Muslim sentiment.
“I don’t feel personally threatened, but it’s scary to think what might happen next,” said Jamal, who immigrated to
the United States from Afghanistan when she was 6.
It was the second instance of anti-Muslim graffiti at USM this academic year.
In November, USM officials reported that the Latin phrase “Deus Vult” or “God Wills It” had been written on a desk
and a wall at the Woodbury Campus Center, according to student leaders. The phrase was used as a rallying cry for
Christians during the Crusades in medieval times, and more recently has been adopted by the alt-right white nationalist
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political movement as an anti-Muslim insult. Cummings and others condemned the graffiti and campus police said
they were investigating the incident as a hate crime.
USM spokesman Robert Stein said the university found out which student was responsible for the November incident
and his case went through the university code of conduct process. Stein said he couldn’t reveal the outcome because
of student privacy laws.
“This is not the first incident of such behavior on our campus this year,” Cummings wrote in the email sent Wednesday.
“I truly wish I could assure you it will be the last. But while we can not control the behavior of every single person
who finds their way onto our campus, I can assure you our approach is that even one incident is too many and will not
be tolerated.”
Advertisement
Hamdia Ahmed, a USM student and advocate for the Muslim and immigrant communities, wrote on her Facebook
page Wednesday that the statement is a “hate crime.”
“I am completely disgusted by this,” Ahmed wrote.
In February, protests broke out on campus after state Rep. Larry Lockman was invited by a conservative student group
to speak about immigration. Lockman gave a speech, drawing both supporters and opponents, criticizing refugees in
Maine, saying they were using public funds that should be reserved for citizens, and posed a threat to the United States.
USM invited students or staff who wished to discuss the incident with school officials to come to the Portland,
Lewiston and Gorham campuses on Wednesday or Thursday, where university staff members would be available.
Muna Adan, 19, a USM sophomore, said since President Trump was elected, she has noticed that people are bolder
about saying negative things about Muslims.
“It’s pretty disappointing that people feel that way, but no, I am not surprised,” said Adan, who is Muslim.
Trump made criticism of Muslim immigration a theme of his presidential campaign, and since taking office, his
proposed travel ban, which targets travelers from several predominantly Muslim countries has attracted widespread
criticism and protests. So far, federal courts have blocked the travel bans from going into effect.
Jamal said she can’t prove that Trump’s presidency has had a direct effect on how Americans view the Muslim
community, but she’s noticed more anti-Muslim statements since he’s been elected.
“People think, ‘If the president is allowed to say these things, then I can say them too,'” Jamal said.
Stein said the investigation into the incident has just begun, so the motivation behind it is unknown.
“Who knows what motivates people?” Stein said. “The national climate has not helped.”

http://www.pressherald.com/2017/04/05/anti-muslim-graffiti-found-at-university-of-southern-maine/
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TRYING TO HEAD OFF ISLAMOPHOBIA LOCALLY
By Madeleine Neal
Stereotype, stranger, inclusion, equality, Muslim, and non-Muslim.
These are the words that flashed across the PowerPoint presented by Ramsey Ali, a Ph.D. in the University of Iowa
Counseling and Psychology Program.
The UI Muslim Student Association continued its Islam Awareness week with a “Facts versus Fears” lecture in the
IMU on Wednesday evening.
As the words flashed across the screen, Ali asked audience members to think of what they associated each word with.
Some audience members connected the word “non-Muslim” with “white.” Others associated the word “stranger” with
“danger.” Some Muslim audience members identified the word “Muslim” with “me.”
UI junior Abdualrahman Ismail said cultural differences are noticeable, especially when considering others religions.
“A lot of people hear things and are intimidated by the media,” he said. “You don’t really get the full story from the
media.”
Ismail’s parents, who were born in Yemen, are strong in their Muslim beliefs, he said.
“We invite people who are Islamophobic to come to our events and meet us,” he said. “That’s how you break the
barriers.”
Ali offered an analogy at the event; Martians are to the United States Constitution as Islamophobics are to the Quran,
he said.
Sharia Law, which Ali said means “the clear, well-trodden path to water,” has been banned in seven American states:
North Carolina, Alabama, Arizona, Kansas, Louisiana, South Dakota, and Tennessee.
Many people of the Islamic faith believe Sharia Law is a personal relationship with God, not with the states, Ali said.
Ali encouraged attendees to consider cultural differences when viewing faith that belongs to others. An example he
gave is the death penalty practiced in the U.S., which some might find offensive, just like others might not understand
some Islamic practices.
This, he said, is why it is important to take context into consideration when viewing the Islamic faith.
For Ali, his presentation was an effort to lessen the fear of what it means to be Muslim, and to erase some of the
misconceptions.
He began to notice hatred against the religion after the events on 9/11, he said.
“I didn’t know how to process that level of hate,” he said. “[I] felt more obligated to join and understand it.”
Anti-Muslim assaults, he said, are at their highest levels since 2001 — the most historic spikes were after 9/11 and
after the 2015 attacks in Paris.
One-third of the victims of these hate crimes are under the age of 18, according to the Los Angeles District Attorney’s
Office, Ali pointed out.
With today’s cyber-context, Ali said terms such as “jihad” and “Sharia Law” can be misconstrued.
For UI student Angie Dundee, who is seeking a master’s degree in social work, understanding Islam is important.
“I came [to the event] to learn about the culture,” she said. “I think if people can they should do this group.”

http://daily-iowan.com/2017/04/06/trying-to-head-off-islamophobia-locally/
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Group Wants Hate Crime Probe into Vandalized Muslim Prayer Space at
Marquette University
By MARGE PITROF • APR 4, 2017

TweetShareGoogle+Email

● DAVE REID, FLICKR
Twice, in recent months, someone vandalized a room Marquette University has turned into an Islamic prayer space
and nearby hallways signs. The first incident reportedly occurred following November's presidential election; the
second, after President Trump released his revised travel ban against about a half-dozen predominantly Muslim
nations.
Marquette's police department has reportedly investigated the vandalism. Now, the Council on American-Islamic
Relations, or CAIR, is calling on law enforcement to investigate the episodes as possible hate crimes.
“It is concerning that these acts of vandalism occurred after an election in which Islamophobia was promoted and
exploited, and following the announcement of the second ‘Muslim ban," CAIR says, via a statement.
According to a Marquette student publication, the university's Academic Senate is considering a resolution that would
condemn violence and hate speech and express support for Muslim students.
TAGS:
http://wuwm.com/post/group-wants-hate-crime-probe-vandalized-muslim-prayer-space-marquette-university#stream/0
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US Islamophobia: Threats and acts of vandalism against mosques double so
far in 2017
Exclusive: As of mid-March there were 32 incidents against mosques, compared to 16
last year
Rachael Revesz
@RachaelRevesz
Wednesday 15 March 2017 15:37 GMT
8 comments

The number includes arson, vandalism and threats of violence Reuters
Acts of vandalism, violence and aggression towards mosques around the US have doubled so far this year compared
to the same period in 2016.
Numbers obtained from the Council of American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) show that there have been 32 reported
anti-mosque incidents as of mid-March 2015, compared with 16 this time last year.
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Of the 2017 number, 11 of those were either arson or vandalism and 19 were threats of violence.
Muslim leaders and advocacy groups have expressed strong concerns about a rise in anti-Muslim rhetoric from
political leaders and also in anti-Muslim violence, which has risen to post 9/11 levels.

●
READ MORE
White House cites Quebec mosque attack to justify Trump's policies
One of the most recent alleged hate crimes was in Tucson, Arizona, where an intruder entered a mosque, ripped up
copies of the Quran and scattered the pages around the place of worship.
Another alleged hate crime this year was in Michigan, where law enforcement was called upon to investigate a mosque
fire in Pittsfield Township as a possible act of arson.
In Texas, Muslim leaders welcomed the arrest of a man who was suspected of setting fire to the Islamic Centre of
Victoria.
“The sharp increase in threats and violence targeting Muslim places of faith and worship is alarming and reflects the
empowerment of hate in the last few months. Any religious institution, whether it be a mosque, church, synagogue,
or temple, should be a place safe from fear and danger,” said Zainab Arain, coordinator, department to monitor and
combat Islamophobia at CAIR.
Sean Spicer uses the Quebec City mosque attack to justify Trump’s policies
CAIR is soon to publish a report that shows 2016 was the worst year on record for incidents in which mosques were
targets of bias.
The FBI found there was a 67 per cent increase in anti-Muslim hate crimes in 2015.
Khizr and Ghazala Khan, parents of the slain Gold Star Muslim soldier Humayan Khan, said at the annual CAIR
convention in December that their community’s “fear is real”.
“I want to share with you: the concern and the fear is real,” said Mr Khan, “because the local law enforcement, the
national law enforcement, tells us that there have been approximately 900 plus incidents of harassment, of bigotry, of
un-American hate in this country since the election.”
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-mosques-threats-double-islamophobia-threats-vandalism-2017-cair-americanislamic-relations-a7631581.html
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"Apparent Muslim" a new at-risk group says Sikh leader
By MARIANO AVILA • APR 3, 2017

TweetShareGoogle+Email
Simran Jeet Singh says "Apparent Muslim" is a new at-risk category in America.

Simran Jeet Singh in downtown Grand Rapids after GVSU talk on racism, Islamophobia
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CREDIT MARIANO AVILA / WGVU
The Sikh community is often a mistaken target of Islamophobia, which is why Simran Jeet Singh, a high-profile
member of the Sikh community in the United States, came to West Michigan to discuss what he calls a new racial
group in post-911 America.
“Part of my religious identity as a Sikh is a turban, uncut hair, so I have a beard. And so for my entire life, growing
up, people have perceived me to be Muslim, based on their stereotypes of what a Muslim looks like.”
That’s Simran Jeet Singh Assistant Professor of Religion at Trinity University in Texas. He’s a practicing Sikh who
came to West Michigan invited by Grand Valley State University’s Kaufman Interfaith Institute. Singh’s argument is
that political tensions have created a new category of targeted people in the United States.
“There is a new racial category in post-911 America of the apparent Muslim--anybody who looks Muslim. And this
brings together Muslim, Sikh, south Asians, Arabs, people who fit the basic stereotypes of what a Muslim looks like.”
These stereotypes are dangerous. Two years ago a Sikh man in Grand Rapids was shot in the face because of
stereotypes. And just last fall, a Sikh store clerk was shot and killed in Jackson. But Sikhism and Islam are completely
different faiths with different scriptures and everything—Sikhism is from Northern India, not from the Middle East.
To understand it better, I asked Singh for a teaching within Sikhism that he thought would improve society if well
understood.
“One of the things I love about the Sikh tradition is the emphasis on pluralism. That, in our tradition, one does not
have to be of a particular religion to achieve enlightenment. The real path to enlightenment is through the practice of
love.”
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Page | 307

Md. Mosque Hosts Active Shooter Training After Spike In
Hate Incidents
By Amy Yensi
April 2, 2017 11:20 PM

Filed Under: Active Shooter, Council on American-Islamic Relations
BALTIMORE (WJZ) — Active shooter training is being held at a Maryland mosque in response to what the
Council on American-Islamic Relations calls “a recent spike in hate incidents targeting mosques nationwide.”
“We encourage local community members and leaders of all faiths to attend and learn how they can prepare
themselves in the event of a potentially-deadly crisis situation,” said CAIR Maryland Outreach Manager Dr. Zainab
Chaudry.
“In this political climate, it’s more important than ever to adequately increase security for minority communities that
face growing threats.”
ADVERTISING
According to Chaudry, there have been 35 incidents targeting mosques in Florida, Ohio, Iowa, Kentucky, Georgia,
Arizona, Virginia, New Jersey, New York, Maryland, Texas, and a number of other states since the beginning of the
year.
In an upcoming report, CAIR says will detail a more than 50 percent increase in anti-Muslim bias incidents in 2016
over 2015, and a 40 percent increase in anti-Muslim hate crimes in the same period.
Along with the active shooter training at the Masjid An-Nur Foundation in White Marsh, CAIR is asking American
Muslims and Islamic institutions to take extra security precautions and is offering Muslim community leaders free
copies of its booklet, “Best Practices for Mosque and Community Safety.”
CAIR also recently decried what it termed the Trump administration’s “deafening silence” on a growing number of
anti-Muslim incidents.
“Every day, we receive more reports of hate incidents, threats and violence targeting American Muslims, Islamic
institutions and even those perceived to be Muslim, yet we hear only a deafening silence from the Trump
administration,” said CAIR National Executive Director Nihad Awad. “President Trump must speak out against the
growing Islamophobia in our nation for which he bears substantial blame.”
http://baltimore.cbslocal.com/2017/04/02/md-mosque-hosts-active-shooter-training-after-spike-in-hate-incidents/#.WOJ5PPHVl58.twitter
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Are Muslims Safe? Mosque Prepares For 'Potentially Deadly
Crisis’ With Active Shooter Training
BY CHRIS RIOTTA
CHRISRIOTTA

ON 04/02/17 AT 7:10 AM

Hate in the USA: Racist, anti-Muslim and homophobic groups on the rise in America
The Islamic-American community was on high alert following the election of President Donald Trump and a surge in
hate crimes against Muslims since November last year. At least 35 reported incidents targeted Islamic centers in
Florida, New York, Texas, Arizona, Maryland and Georgia, among other states, since the beginning of the year,
according to Dr. Zainab Chaudry, outreach manager at the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR).
Under Dr. Chaudry's leadership, the Muslim civil rights and advocacy organization will lead an "active-shooter
community training" event Sunday at the Masjid An-Nur Foundation, a local Maryland mosque.
Read: How Many Muslims, Mosques Have Been Attacked Since Donald Trump's Election? Genocide Letters Mark
Latest Hate Attacks
"We're encouraging mosque leaders to conduct a security assessment of their properties so they’re not caught off guard
in a potentially deadly crisis situation," Dr. Chaudry told International Business Times in a phone interview Friday.
"The training serves as a proactive measure to help local Muslims and mosque leaders prepare for any event in this
political climate."

A woman wearing a flag hijab is pictured during an "I am Muslim Too" rally in Times Square, Manhattan, New York,
Feb. 19, 2017. Photo: Reuters
CAIR said the idea of hosting an active-shooter community training session came when a white French-Canadian man
killed six people and wounded 19 others after unloading at the Islamic Cultural Center of Quebec City in Canada.
Despite a spike in violence against Muslims, the organization says the Islamic-American community shouldn't stay
away from mosques. Instead, Dr. Chaudry said it should fight to preserve its safety and security when visiting houses
of worship.
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"Houses of worship are traditionally places where people go to find their sanctuaries, they’re typically off limits from
violence," she said. "But it’s important for Muslims now more than ever to push back against the rising hatred that
spurs attacks against their community. When we stay away from our mosques, we're letting the terrorists, the bigots,
the fear-mongering win. We can't allow that to happen."
http://www.ibtimes.com/are-muslims-safe-mosque-prepares-potentially-deadly-crisis-active-shooter-training-2519058

Page | 310

Anti-Muslim hate crimes rock South Asian communities while Trump and
Modi look away
Will new legislation and a surge in violence impact relations with India?

A girl holds a placard as she joins parents of Indians living abroad and others in a candlelight vigil to pay tributes to
Srinivas Kuchibhotla in Hyderabad, India. CREDIT: AP Photo/Mahesh Kumar A.
It’s hard being South Asian in Trump’s America. For weeks, it seems, the hate has swelled.
The man stalking Indian families in Ohio and posting videos of them online. The Indian-run store a Florida man
attempted to burn down. The driveway shooting of Deep Rai, an Indian national living in Washington, who was told
to “go back” to his country. An onslaught of feces, eggs, and racial slurs left on the home of an Indian family in
Colorado. The ransacking of a Pakistani family’s home in Virginia, where a Quran was torn and graffiti was left on
walls. Most tragic are the murders — of South Carolinian Harnish Patel, and, only a few states away, of Srinivas
Kuchibhotla, whose friend, Alok Madasani, survived with a bullet wound.
Patel’s killer is still unknown, but in the case of Kuchibhotla and Madasani, the suspected shooter is a white
supremacist whose motives were similar to those in other incidents: he thought his victims were Muslim.
Throughout the 2016 election cycle and into the opening chapter of Donald Trump’s presidency, hate crimes against
minorities have been on the rise, as ThinkProgress has documented. Directly targeted by Trump, Muslims are facing
disproportionate uncertainty. But for South Asians, a diverse diaspora, the situation can seem like a case of mistaken
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identity, one that recalls a time not so long ago, when all people seen as Arab or Muslim lived at the whim of American
misperceptions.
“These attacks have been happening for years,” Michael Kugelman, Deputy Director and Senior Associate for South
Asia at the Wilson Center’s Asia Program, told ThinkProgress. “I would contend that since the 9/11 attacks, we’ve
seen an upsurge in hate crimes. [South Asians] are mistaken for people from the Middle East, [and the] assumption is
that they’re Muslim.”
That South Asians are seen across the board as Muslims is a twist of irony. Among other faiths, many are in fact
Hindu, especially those with roots in India. The United States boasts one of the largest Indian populations in the
world outside of India, and Indian parents consistently send their children to study abroad in America, where many
stay. India is second only to China in the number of foreign students it sends to American colleges, and Indians receive
the highest number of temporary work visas, or H-1Bs.
Perhaps because of their large presence, South Asians have also been among the biggest victims of xenophobia in
recent U.S. history. After the September 11 attacks, South Asians were particularly vulnerable. The retaliatory murder
of an Indian Sikh immigrant in Arizona was quickly followed by the Texas killing of an Indian Hindu and a Muslim
Pakistani, as well as the shooting of Bangladeshi immigrant Rais Bhuiyan. After several years, the attacks seemed to
slow — until the recent election cycle. As Trump’s rhetoric against Muslims ramped up, South Asians increasingly
came under attack.
This trend made some of the Indian diaspora’s support for Trump during the 2016 election even more curious. But
almost all of that support seemed to stem from the hardline Hindu nationalist movement that has taken root in India.
Trump’s rhetoric on Islam struck a chord with the same people who found an appealing figure in Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, both leaders who have championed nationalism, often at the expense of Muslims.
Hindu nationalism’s role in contemporary Indian politics cannot be understated. In 2014, a tidal wave of Hindu
nationalism, as well as a growing dissatisfaction with the long-reigning Indian National Congress (INC) party, swept
Modi and his Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) to power. Modi’s victory was seen as unprecedented; legend asserts that
Modi once worked as a chaiwala, or tea seller, and his image as a salt-of-the-earth candidate from humble roots struck
a chord with India.
But Modi had another asset working in his favor: Islamophobia.
Before being elected prime minister, Modi served as Chief Minister for the state of Gujarat, and a member of Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), a right-wing Hindu nationalist volunteer organization. His time in Gujarat has long been
overshadowed by the 2002 Gujarat riots, which targeted Muslims and resulted in at least 1,000 deaths, and, by some
measures, potentially over 2,000. Many argue Modi encouraged and condoned the violence, and his 2014 election was
greeted with fear and anger by many Muslims as a direct result.
Since the BJP rose to power, the party’s supporters have lashed out at Muslims, working to pass laws banning the
slaughter and consumption of cows, targeting mosques, and encouraging Hindu teachings in schools. Much like
crackdowns on Islam across the Western world, this curtailing of Muslim rights has been seen as a necessary step
towards enshrining a national (and in this case, Hindu) identity.

Activists belonging to ‘Hindu Sena’ or Hindu Army celebrate in anticipation of Trump’s November victory. CREDIT:
AP Photo/Manish Swarup
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Similar rhetoric has worked in the United States — and appealed to some in the Indian diaspora. Trump made a play
for the Hindu vote several times while campaigning, and Indian American billionaire Shalabh Kumar, founder of the
Republican Hindu Coalition, worked hard to elect him after the two men bonded over their appreciation for two things:
Modi’s leadership and fear of “Islamic terrorism.” It was Kumar who invited Trump to at least one Bollywood starstudded event in Edison, New Jersey, attended by numerous potential Trump voters.
Once there, Trump uttered a famous endorsement of his audience: “I am a big fan of Hindu, and I am a big fan of
India,” he asserted. “Big, big fan.”
Being a big fan hasn’t translated to much. Advocacy group South Asian Americans Leading Together
(SAALT) documented over 200 incidents of hate and xenophobic violence aimed at South Asians in the United States
during the 2016 election cycle. Of that number, a staggering 95 percent appear to have been motivated by
Islamophobia.
Unsurprisingly, many South Asian Muslim Americans foresaw the events currently unfolding.
“At that time I had made comments to these guys, saying, [you know] there is no difference between you, a Hindu,
versus me as a Muslim. We both look the same to them. You have to recognize that fact.”
In January, the partly-constructed Islamic Center of Lake Travis in Austin, Texas was destroyed by a fire. The cause
of the fire has not been determined (and may never be known), but many in the area’s Muslim community suspect
arson. Shakeel Rashed, an Indian American and an executive board member of the center, told ThinkProgress that the
incident, much like others across the country, has made Muslims more visible, but it still hasn’t necessarily united
non-Muslim South Asians with their wider community.
“When this whole election campaign was happening, there were a group of Hindus who were supporting Trump,” said
Rashed. “I do have some really close friends who are also big supporters of the GOP overall, [although] not necessarily
Trump. At that time I had made comments to these guys, saying, [you know] there is no difference between you, a
Hindu, versus me as a Muslim. We both look the same to them. You have to recognize that fact.”
Looking the same increasingly means paying the same price.
Trump’s rhetoric on immigration is targeting South Asians in the United States regardless of religion. A spokesman
for India’s Ministry of External Affairs confirmed last week that over 270 Indians have been targeted for deportation
after either overstaying their visas or committing some form of criminal activity, a move some fear is part of a larger
crackdown on immigration. The U.S. Congress is also currently considering higher eligibility requirements for H-1B
visas, which would have enormous implications for the South Asian community. And while the administration’s
Muslim ban has not touched South Asia yet, residents of Muslim-majority Pakistan and Afghanistan feel particularly
precarious. (Many will also be impacted by recent electronics restrictions on flights out of major airports in the Middle
East and North Africa, which South Asians rely on when visiting the United States.)
The targeting of the South Asian community in the United States is seeing tepid responses abroad. Smaller South
Asian countries have tread carefully around Trump so far, in no small part because a rift could mean economic
catastrophe. In regional giant India, hate crimes alone haven’t been enough to garner attention from leaders like Modi.
Arguably the closest Modi’s cabinet has come to acknowledging the issue are the tweets of condolencefrom Minister
of External Affairs Sushma Swaraj, who offered assistance to the bereaved families of Indian citizens killed abroad.
Meanwhile, an RSS functionary told Indians in the United States to stop complaining.
But attacks coupled with economic implications could shake an otherwise steady dynamic.
Kugelman said that the Indian diaspora has played a critical role in keeping ties between the two countries strong, but
the more unsafe South Asians feel in the United States, the more pressure other leaders in the region will feel. “If this
pattern continues…and the [Trump administration] continues to offer a lukewarm response at best, other governments
will become more vocal publicly, [maybe] condemning that these attacks are happening, and asking what the
administration is doing.”
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Indians in Hyderabad hold placards in front of the cremation pyre of Srinivas Kuchibhotla. CREDIT: AP
Photo/Mahesh Kumar A.
Perhaps because of their governments’ silence, South Asians outside of the United States are taking matters into their
own hands. The father of the man who survived the Kansas shooting went so far as to explicitly warn Indian parents
not to send their children to America. The New York Times also interviewed several Indians who were either
rethinking their decision to go to the United States, or were under extreme family pressure to rethink going. Indian
media, too, is vocal in its criticism. The English-language Indian news portal The Wire recently ran an article both
condemning Modi’s refusal to speak out about the hate crimes and calling out the prejudice in both the Indian and
U.S. governments.
While some wait on leaders both domestic and foreign to condemn the violence, others are focused on changing hearts
and minds.
Since the fire that damaged his center, Rashed has spoken out more and more about his Muslim identity in an effort
to challenge stereotypes. At times, it can be a lonely task, as it is for many Muslims, who, he said, “are bearing the
brunt” of the vitriol, especially those who are more visible. Still, he argued, there is more that unites people than
divides them, regardless of their background. It is that connection that will empower minority communities as they
enter an increasingly precarious and bleak new reality.
“My day job is to work with start-ups,” he said. “I love the excitement of what technology brings to this world. Overall
that’s the contribution I’m interested in: making sure that we leave this place better than we came in.”
https://thinkprogress.org/ -south-asia-trump-modi-b43a7eb0a6df
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Islamophobic incidents at US borders up by 1,000% since Donald Trump
took charge: Activist group
Out of the 193 cases involving Customs and Borders Protection officials, 181 were
recorded after the first travel ban was introduced.

Reuters
There has been an increase of more than 1,000% in the number of alleged Islamophobia incidents involving the United
States Customs and Borders Protection officials since Donald Trump took over as the president in January, according
to a report released by activist group Council on American-Islamic Relations. Cases where Customs and Border
Protection officials were reported to have profiled Muslims had accounted for 23% of its cases in the first three months
of 2017, the report said.
“This represents a 1,035% increase in CBP bias cases reported so far this year over the same period in 2016,” the
report added. In 2016, the group had recorded only 17 such cases during the said period. “The first 100 days of Donald
Trump’s presidency witnessed initial efforts to translate his anti-Islam campaign rhetoric into official U.S. policy,”
CAIR said.
Of the 193 CBP cases recorded between January 2017 and March 2017, as many as 181 were reported after January
27 – when the Trump administration had introduced a travel ban restricting the entry of refugees into the country from
seven Muslim-majority countries. This number is higer than the combined total of CBP profiling incidents CAIR had
documented in the last three years – 136.
Director of Department to Monitor and Combat Islamophobia, CAIR, Corey Saylor told The Independent that the
incidents were reported to the group and that they then examined them. “We look at these very carefully. Around 50%,
we reject,” Saylor said, adding that the executive orders banning migrants were behind the rise in number of such
incidents.
After his first ban was stayed, the US president then signed another executive order on March 6 imposing a 90-day
ban on the entry of people from Iran, Libya, Syria, Somalia, Sudan and Yemen. The order was blocked by a federal
judge in Hawaii hours before it
was due to come into effect on March 16.
The earlier move had wreaked havoc on immigrant families, especially those with valid visas. Protests were launched
across the country, including at airports, against the travel ban. His executive order had been criticised by several
quarters, including politicians, activists, immigration advocates and even United Nations Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres.
https://scroll.in/latest/835751/islamophobic-incidents-at-us-borders-up-by-1000-since-donald-trump-took-charge-activist-group
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German soldier posing as a Syrian refugee arrested for planning 'false flag' terror
attack
Investigators say lieutenant stashed gun at Vienna airport to be used in 'act of state-threatening violence'
Lizzie Dearden
@lizziedearden
Thursday 27 April 2017 10:55 BST
120 comments

The Bundeswehr lieutenant allegedly stashed a gun at Vienna airport Getty Images
A German soldier found posing as a Syrian refugee has been arrested for allegedly planning a “false flag” shooting
attack that would be blamed on asylum seekers.
The unidentified soldier was detained when he went to retrieve a loaded pistol he had hidden in a bathroom
at Vienna International Airport.
The public prosecutor’s office in Frankfurt said the 28-year-old is suspected of planning a serious “state-threatening
act of violence”, fraud and violating firearms laws.
More than 90 German police officers have worked alongside Austrian and French security forces to search 16 locations
across three countries on Wednesday, when a suspected accomplice was arrested in Bavaria.

Page | 316

●
●
●

The suspect was stationed at Illkirch-Graffenstaden, eastern France. (AFP/Getty Images)
Investigations have revealed that the Bundeswehr lieutenant was stationed at Illkirch-Graffenstaden in France before
registering as a refugee back in Germany.
He gave false information to authorities in Giessen, Hesse, on 30 December 2015 – as Germany was overwhelmed by
the arrival of almost a million asylum seekers.
2.3
READ MORE
Politically-motivated crime hits record high in Germany
German-Russian man 'carried out Dortmund attack to affect share price'
German millennials 'most welcoming' of immigrants in all of Europe
Posing as a Syrian refugee but reportedly speaking in French, rather than Arabic, the man submitted an asylum
application at Zirndorf in Bavaria in January last year.
“As a result, he was given shelter in a refugee home and has received monthly financial benefits under this false
identity,” the Frankfurt prosecutor’s office said.
“These findings, as well as other evidence, point towards a xenophobic motive for the soldier’s suspected plan to
commit an attack using a weapon deposited at Vienna airport.”
If his plan had succeeded, his fingerprints would have registered on the refugee records system and led investigators
to his false identity as a Syrian asylum seeker, turning fresh scrutiny on migrants in Germany.
2.4
Refugees settle in Germany
Isis has previously used a similar ploy, giving its militants fake Syrian passports that were found at the scene of the
Paris attacks.
The man’s suspected accomplice, a 24-year-old student, was arrested in Hammelburg for alleged involvement in the
plot.
Police have searched the homes of the two suspects as well as their friends and workplaces, with detectives seizing
“extensive material” including mobile phones, laptops and documents.
Prosecutors said the soldier had no permission for the 7.65mm pistol stashed in Vienna, while illegal weapons were
also found at his accomplice’s house.
Both men remain in custody in Frankfurt as the probe continues.
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The soldier was arrested days after prosecutors revealed that the man who orchestrated the Dortmund bus
bombings had attempted to frame Isis to make money on shares.
Sergej W, a dual German-Russian national, detonated three bombs targeting a bus carrying the Borussia Dortmund
football team, seriously injuring one player on 11 April.
He left misspelled letters at the scene claiming the attack was retaliation for German military intervention against Isis,
but investigations found he was not an Islamist but a trader planning to profit from short-selling shares.
A series of Isis-inspired terror attacks and plots in Germany have raised tensions leading into September’s federal
elections, where Angela Merkel is battling to win a fourth term as Chancellor.
Right-wing groups have blamed her decision to open borders to refugees in 2015, while extremists have launched
hundreds of attacks on asylum seekers’ accommodation.
At least two neo-Nazi terror plots have been uncovered, while security services have cracked down on the antigovernment Reichsbürger movement after one of its members killed a police officer.
Division over asylum, immigration and security has driven clashes at protests and political rallies, driving a record
year for politically-motivated crime in Germany.
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/german-soldier-syria-refugee-false-flag-terror-attack-posing-arrested-frankfurt-francebavaria-a7705231.html
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Tom Hardy drama about Islamophobia in the post-9/11 era finds
directorPablo Larraín, the Chilean filmmaker behind Jackie, has been tapped for the
project
Clarisse Loughrey
@clarisselou
Thursday 6 April 2017 10:43 BST

Jackie director Pablo Larraín, whose latest Neruda is about to hit UK cinemas, has been tapped to direct
the Tom Hardy-starrer The True American, Deadline reports.
The film adapts Anand Giridharadas’ nonfiction book of the same name, which follows the story of Rais Bhuiyan, the
Muslim immigrant and Bangladesh Air Force veteran who narrowly survived an attack in Texas on himself and two
others by Mark Anthony Stroman, in the days following 9/11.
Stroman's horrific hate crime saw him launch into a killing spree which targeted anyone he perceived as Arab; the
book's title deriving from Stroman's self-styling of himself as "the Arab Slayer" who perversely saw himself as "a true
American". Gael Garcia Bernal on Neruda, Chilean cinema and Donald Trump's wall
The attack left both Pakistani immigrant Waqar Hasan and Indian immigrant Vasudev Patel dead; Stroman survived,
though he lost sight in one of his eyes. Despite the horrors Bhuiyan lived through, he came to forgive Stroman and
strived to prevent his execution.
The project, and Hardy's attachment, has been floating around since 2014, with Kathryn Bigelow originally attached
to direct; she will now produce the project alongside Megan Ellison, Matthew Budman, and Juan de Dios Larraín.
With Larraín's Jackie having earned its star Natalie Portman an Oscar nomination for her depiction of the former First
Lady in the immediate aftermath of John F. Kennedy's assassination, it's safe to say the director's next project will be
one to watch
http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/films/news/tom-hardy-the-true-american-911-drama-islamophobia-pablo-larrain-neruda-raisbhuiyan-a7670046.html
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Muslim mom asks fellow mothers to wear hijab in public and
experience Islamophobia for themselves
WITW STAFF
04.27.17

Hijab challenge

(YOUTUBE)
A Muslim mom from Brighton, England, is asking her fellow mothers to walk “half a mile” in her shoes by wearing
the hijab for 15 minutes and experiencing for themselves how people react to the garment.
In a video posted by Channel Mum, a YouTube community for mothers, Nilufa Dahlia recalled facing verbal abuse
at a supermarket after her fellow Brits took offense to her headscarf.
“Come on guys, it’s literally just a piece of cloth on my head,” said Dahlia. “See past a scarf, see the person.”
The notion that every woman who wears the hijab is being forced to, she added, is false. In her case, she said, she
chooses to wear the hijab both to express her faith and “to allow people to acknowledge my personality over my
looks.”
By wearing the hijab in public for a small portion of their day, Dahlia said that other women could experience for
themselves what it felt like to be “pointed at, whispered about, or even abused” just for wearing a head garment.
“Simply tie a scarf or a shawl, anything, and go out,” Dahlia said. “I won’t ask you to walk a mile in my shoes, but
half a mile? That’ll do.”
Watch the video below.
Read the full story at Mashable.
Related
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Poet’s catchy rap video about the nuances of wearing a hijab goes viral
Hijab-wearing teen prevented from competing in regional basketball game
‘Only hijabi in the West Wing’ shares the story of her exit from the Trump White House — after just 8 days
https://nytlive.nytimes.com/womenintheworld/2017/04/27/muslim-mom-asks-fellow-mothers-to-wear-hijab-in-public-and-experienceislamophobia-for-themselves/
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This illustrated guide tells you what to do when you see Islamophobia and
it's great
31.9k
SHARES
BY GIANLUCA MEZZOFIORESEP 01, 2016

IMAGE: MAERIL.TUMBLR.COM
The burkini ban in some French coastal towns continues to stoke controversy well beyond the country's borders.
Many people regard the bans, now overturned in certain municipalities, as sexist, Islamophobic and — most of all
— counterproductive to assimilating Muslims into the country.
Now, Marie-Shirine Yener (aka Maeril), a 21-year-old artist and illustrator from Paris - has created an illustrated
guide for bystanders who see Muslims who are being harassed.
The guide — in both French and English — first appeared on The Middle Eastern Feminist's page on Facebook and
is based on a technique used in psychology called "non-complementary behavior":
This is an illustrated guide I made as part of my co-admining work at The Middle Eastern Feminist on Facebook! It
will be published there shortly.
The technique that is displayed here is a genuine one used in psychology - I forgot the name and couldn’t find it
again so if you know about it, feel free to tell me!
Some could say: “Yes but you can use that technique for instances of harassment other than Islamophobic attacks!”,
and my reply is: Sure! Please do so, it also works for other “types” of harassment of a lone person in a public
space!!
However I’m focusing on protecting Muslims here, as they have been very specific targets lately, and as a French
Middle Eastern woman, I wanted to try and do something to raise awareness on how to help when such things
happen before our eyes - that way one cannot say they “didn’t know what to do”!
I’d like to insist on two things:
1) Do not, in any way, interact with the attacker. You must absolutely ignore them and focus entirely on the person
being attacked!
2) Please make sure to always respect the wishes of the person you’re helping: whether they want you to leave
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quickly afterwards, or not! If you’re in a hurry escort them to a place where someone else can take over - call one of
their friends, or one of yours, of if they want to, the police. It all depends on how they feel!
These are the main steps:
2.5
1. Engage conversation.

IMAGE: MAERIL.TUMBLR.COM
2.6
2. Pick a random subject and start discussing it.

IMAGE: MAERIL.TUMBLR.COM
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2.7

3. Keep building the safe space.

IMAGE: MAERIL.TUMBLR.COM
2.8
4. Continue the conversation until the attacker leaves & escort them to a safe place if necessary.

IMAGE: MAERIL.TUMBLR.COM
The illustration was shared thousands of times on Tumblr and people started asking Maeril advice:
http://mashable.com/2016/09/01/islamophobia-illustrated-guide/#eJg1c6KdS05n
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Trump's New State Department Spokesperson Is a Fox News Vet
and a Virulent Islamophobe
Rafi Schwartz
4/24/17 5:15pm
Filed to: STATE DEPARTMENT
16.5K
605

Fox News screen capture via TYT/Youtube
On Monday, the Trump administration announced that former Fox News reporter Heather Nauert would
become the spokesperson for the U.S. State Department, essentially becoming one of the key voices with
which the United States speaks to—and about—the rest of the world.
“Nauert comes to the Department with more than 15 years of experience as an anchor and correspondent
covering both foreign and domestic news and events, including the 9-11 terror attacks, the war in Iraq, and
the genocide in Darfur, Sudan,” a State Department press release said. “Heather’s media experience and
long interest in international affairs will be invaluable as she conveys the Administration’s foreign policy
priorities to the American people and the world.”
Nauert does have more than a decade of broadcast experience under her belt. It also probably didn’t hurt
her job prospects that much of that experience contains instances of Islamophobia, racial blindness, and
the kind of cheerleading for Trump himself that the president adores.
Let’s take a walk down memory lane.
In 2013, the St. Paul, MN, YMCA began hosting swim lessons for Muslim girls to spend time in the pool in
ways that would accommodate their religious principles. Seems fine, right? For Nauert, the whole episode
was a terrifying example of creeping Muslim extremism set to take over America any day now.
Proclaiming that “sharia law is now changing everything,” Nauret hosted a Fox news segment on the
YMCA’s efforts at inclusion, ominously warning that “similar classes are now starting at towns across the
Midwest.”
“We’ll keep watching this story for you,” Nauret promised, ensuring that her viewers would never miss a
minute of Tween Pool Terror.
But that’s just one example of her history of Islamophobia.
As The Intercept noted, Nauret also hosted an hour-long 2009 news panel on the threat of “stealth jihad,”
featuring a murderers row of virulent hate-mongers, including Frank Gaffney (“One of America’s most
notorious Islamophobes,” according to the Southern Poverty Law Center’s extremist database), and Robert
Spencer—whom the SPLC called one of the country’s “most prolific and vociferous anti-Muslim
propagandists” and whose work was cited over 160 times in a manifesto by infamous white supremacist
mass murderer Anders Breivik.
Nauret has also shared articles posted on Spencer’s hate-filled Jihad Watch website:
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Then there’s Nauert’s handling of race.
In January 2016, while co-hosting Fox & Friends, Nauert mocked actor Danny DeVito for pointing out that,
hey, there’s some racism in the United States during the #OscarsSoWhite controversy.
“We are living in a country that discriminates and has certain racist tendencies,” DeVito had been quoted
as saying. “So sometimes it manifests in things like [Oscar nominations], and it’s illuminated. But just
generally speaking, we’re a bunch of racists.”
“Really?” snarked Nauert.
“I guess he forgot about cabinet secretaries being African-American,” she added later. “Oh, the president
too.” Good point!
While Nauert may not have any experience speaking for the U.S. government, she does appear to excel in
one area the Trump White House loves: Hocking Trump-brand products, as she appeared to do in a series
of now-deleted tweets:
Perhaps someone will quiz Nauert about some of these views when she starts her new job.
http://fusion.kinja.com/trumps-new-state-department-spokesperson-is-a-fox-news1794607006?utm_medium=sharefromsite&utm_source=Fusion_twitter
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Two suspicious fires damage same mosque-owned apartments in Lackawanna
By MIKE DESMOND • APR 26, 2017
Erie County Sheriff's Department fire investigators have been brought in to probe two Lackawanna fires in a building
owned by a local mosque.
Listen
Listening...
0:58
WBFO's Mike Desmond reports
Lackawanna Fire Chief Ralph Galanti said he called in deputies because this is the second fire in the building
belonging to the Lackawanna Islamic Center. He said the first fire was definitely arson and the Sheriff's fire
investigators specialize in those skills.
"Someone will tell us, 'Oh, I accidentally knocked a candle into a bookshelf and it started the fire.' that's easy to
determine. We can look it and see basically where it started, where the damage was if there is any question on it,"
Galanti said. "If we look at it and say, 'Boy, that doesn't sound right,' we bring in the Erie County Sheriff."
CREDIT LACKAWANNA FIRE DEPARTMENT
Galanti said the fire was difficult to fight. He suspects the fire started in the hallway of the four-apartment building.
It left some people jumping out windows. A family of five was injured. Firefighters had to rescue others from a porch
roof outside the burning building.
Fortunately, Galanti said, the 911 call came in to the fire department quickly after the fire started.
"I believe it was pretty quick right after," he said. "There was someone that was up that heard something in the hallway
and ended up opening it up and they had flames there."
He does not know how long the investigation will take because the building was damaged. Deputies took chemical
samples looking for fire accelerants and other chemicals.

http://news.wbfo.org/post/two-suspicious-fires-damage-same-mosque-owned-apartments-lackawanna
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Community Raises Money for Bedford Stuyvesant Mosque Damaged
by Fire
By Andrea Leonhardt
April 26, 2017, 1:08 pm

The fire that destroyed a Bedford Stuyvesant mosque and deli on Saturday, April 22, 2017, is currently under
investigation by the New York Fire Department. The New York Police Department disclosed that at the present
moment the incident does not show signs of a hate-motivated crime. The authorities believe that the fire began inside
the deli and incidentally spread to the mosque on the upper level of the building, as mic.com reportThe fire occurred
around 6:00 a.m. as worshippers assembled inside the Brooklyn Broadway Jame Masjid 7 and Islamic Center for their
morning prayer. While all attendants were able to escape without any major injuries, the mosque’s furniture, books
and copies of the Quran could not be saved.Afaf Nasher, the executive director of New York’s Council of American
Islamic Relations chapter, shares that, while there have been nationally over 35 anti-mosque incidents since the
beginning of the year, he does not believe the fire in Bedford Stuyvesant to be a case of hate-crime.“There have been
mosque vandalism and arsons in different parts of the country, but this incident, according to my knowledge, does not
fit the pattern,” Nasher said.The Brooklyn Broadway Islamic Center was established in 2004 and was home to 250
recurring worshippers who are now left to find a place to congregate during the upcoming holy month of
Ramadan.With the hope to rebuild the mosque fast, Khalid Latif, executive director and imam at the New York
University’s Islamic Center, created a crowdfunding campaign on LaunchGood. An estimated $50,000 is needed to
rebuild the devastated mosque. Within the first 10 hours of its launch, the campaign raised more than $29,000.
http://www.vocativ.com/421031/muslim-free-gun-stores-trumps-america/

Page | 328

Centre for Research on Islam and Global Media is working on following products

Our Products
Social
Media/Facebo
ok, Youtube,
Twitter
Monthly
Magazine/Islm
and Muslims
in Gobla
Media

Book Writing

Website/www.me
diadiscourse.pk
Research
Journal/Journa
l for Research
on Islam in
Media

Scholarships

Annual Report

Follow us on our Social media links
www.facebook.com/centrefor-research-on-islam-globalmedia

Youtube.com/media discourse

Twitter.com/crigmiiu

Page | 329

Page | 330

