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About the Compendium

This is a monthly compendium of news reports and judgement pieces published in the western media
during January 2017 on issues related to Islam and Muslims. Western media has more often been
found to be painting Islam and Muslims as a global threat and danger for the world peace. It has
launched an outlaw campaign against Islam and Muslims to vandalize its bright face. For the
accomplishment of this unethical campaign, media everyday floats new diabolic terms to target Islam
and Muslims.
To observe the frequency of western media packaging Islam and Muslims negatively, the Centre for
Research on Islam and Global Media (CRIGM) collected the news stories and leading artciles
published in the western newspapers, matched them with the indicators of Islamophobia and found
abundant negative contents, highlighted, and published them in a bound form. CRIGM is not only
observing western media on issues concerning Islam and Muslim societies but has an eye on entire
array of media including electronic, broadcast, online and social media as well. Very soon, it will start
publishing the reports for every medium separately.

4

Editorial

US President Donald J. Trump is in the Oval Office, setting the ‘new normal’, no pun intended, for
the globe. From under the hat of Muslim-hate and Islamophobia, he has taken out a mechanism to
reverse the process of globalization, coercing international business organizations into basing their
companies in the US and the US alone, setting a trend of banning legitimate movement of human
beings across borders, shaming media for asking questions and restoring the draconian inquisitions
to detect people’s faith.
Since this is a review of Islamophobia in international media and Trump has no rival by far in his
peculiarity to live in the limelight in this respect, we are justified stating that he has drawn the reality
of ‘popularity’ on a bigger canvass for media scholars. If there is one single lesson to learn from the
US election, it is the well-researched conclusion that popularity compromises quality of democracy
and politics. Trump knew the art of getting popular. He created controversy and conflict knowing
well that media feeds and feeds off these things. He gave media what it seeks and in return media
gave the world its nemesis – the United States of Trump. Instead of making popularity a means to
achieve an end, he has made it an end in itself, which has now become a farce gone too far.
Trump shocked international media announcing a ban on entry to the US of citizens of seven
predominantly Muslim countries. It was a clear manifestation of breach of internationally-agreed
rights of the masses to legitimate movement across international borders and to keeping whatever
faith they intend to believe in. On these two grounds among some other clauses of the US constitution,
the US courts turned down the presidential decree for travel ban. All through the US airports,
Americans tore down religious barriers to condemn this decree and show solidarity with Muslims.
But for a few, majority of Muslim countries condemn this ban, as was logical. However, the rot is set.
In the trail that Trump left behind walked a Muslim country, banning entry of citizens of some Muslim
countries including Pakistan.
After media, Trump has turned his guns to courts, calling them ‘bad’ and biased publically. He makes
no effort to hide his plan that the judges he would appoint would roll back this decision. It has landed
the US into a judicial crisis where pillars of the state stand against one another so blatantly as is
unprecedented in the US history. His government is never tired of opening new controversies as after
the ban, it served centres of gatherings and worship of Muslims questionnaires asking about their
faith in an uncalled-for and indecent manner. It’s throwback to the inquisitions carried out to eliminate
all non-Christians in the Europe.
European political parties, which are supposed to be more democracy-sensitive than the US because
of the quality research conducted in their universities on the evils of populism, are also unfortunately
trying to catch up with Trump on his road to self-destruction. A party in Netherlands seeks to ban
Muslims and Quran, disregarding the fact that Muslims make a considerable number of their
population. Norway, Sweden, Finland and Switzerland are engaged in churning out law upon law to
restrict movement of Muslims. These laws are headed towards robbing their Muslim citizens of their
right to free thinking. As a result, Muslims lose faith in European democratic values across the globe
and it serves the purpose of violent extremists, who wants to draw a wedge between Muslims and the
rest of the world on the basis of faith.
5

Against this backcloth, we can conclude that hurting peaceful Muslims just because of their faith is
distorting the values of democracy and a progressive that the Europe and the US have long been
avowedly advocating to the Muslim world. It also gives a falsehood to the US and NATO mission of
spreading democracy to the Arab world through a flurry of ‘regime change’ and ‘reset order’.
The sooner the Europe and the US realize it, the better.
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Introduction

Department of Media and Communication Studies at International Islamic University, Islamabad has
already magnificently launched the monthly round up ‘Islam and Muslims in Global Media’
containing western news media contents with negative slant towards Islam and Muslims, covering
November and December 2016. Centre for Research on Islam and Global Media (CRIGM) tried
to hunt the real triggering point of raising Islamophobia in the west, the most significant aspect found
was the elected US President Trump’s media campaign. Media helped Trump to spread anxiety
among the minorities in general and in American Muslims specifically. A number of racial and hate
attempts were reported on Muslims as a result of xenophobic election campaign. Media accelerated
oppression on Muslims and left them feel suffocated. It was not public hysteria but somehow media’s
kindled fire.
This compendium of January 2017 in hand consists of the media discourses circulated across the
world right after President Donald Trump’s an executive order largely fulfilling the ban on seven
Muslim countries (Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen) entering the United States
that he had promised during his campaign. Muslims outside the United States grappling ban and inside
the United States are under tentative groping by the newly formed US government. Taking advantage
of the negative wave against Muslims, a survey questionnaire was sent to the Mosques, Islamic
Centers and Councils, demanding response from Muslim leaders about their beliefs in Shariah. It was
stamped "urgent." Mosque leaders were ordered to reply by Jan. 20, 2017.
Similarly, many stories from the European newspapers have also been highlighted as anti-Islam and
Muslims. The month of January remained potentially Islamophobic around the western world. That
is why the compendium documents variety of media reports and leading articles and highlights the
polemical approaches and negativities by highlighting and making them appear in bold. These media
reports and opinion pieces have been retrived using LexisNexis for the month of January 2017. The
search (key) words were Islam and Muslims and media from United States & North America, Europe
& United Kingdom and Australia & New Zealand were selected for data retrieval. A total of over
4000 pages of news reports and leading articles from print media were retrieved in the search on our
given key words. Out of them, some of the reports are made part of this compendium as being highly
negative in nature. The reports with minor tendency of negativity towards Muslims and Islam were
excluded to avoid this compendium becoming huge enough to handle.
A summary analysis of media negativities has been made to provide a glimpse of how media have
been treating Islam and Muslims in their reports and leading articles.
For this initiative and other associated tasks, CRIGM is highly indebted to Professor Dr. Suliman
Abdullah Aba Al-Khail, Pro-Chancellor IIUI and Rector Al-Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic
University, Riyadh, KSA; Professor Dr. Masoom Yasinzai, Rector IIUI and Professor Dr. Ahmed
Yousif Ahmed Al-Draiweesh for their relentless support and guidance.
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How to read it
Centre for Research on Islam and Global Media (CRIGM has compiled this book having the ease
of readers in mind. For quick readers the anti-Islam and Muslims contents have been bolded and
underlined. The Summary/round up of each region has been presented separately. To read negative
contents in its context, the whole news stories are given region wise. The negative contents against
Islam, Muslims and Muslim Societies have been picked up and placed separately in the beginning of
this compendium with the name of Highlights, references have also been placed at the end of every
highlight, one can approach the story by the reference on the website of particular news organization
to get its exact location on the newspaper to check the agenda of certain newspapers regarding Islam
and Muslims.

8

Methodology of Data Collection

The Centre for Research on Islam and Global Media (CRIGM) has adopted a comprehensive
strategy to monitor the Islamophobic content in the Western media as we see that Islamophobia has
been on rise critically in the West and at times it turns violent as in the case of US Presidential
elections 2016 and furthermore on Friday 27 January by Donald Trump’s Executive order of Banning
entry from seven Majority-Muslim countries – Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen –
for 90 days. Where so many hate related incidents, have been reported against Muslims on the basis
of their faith and identity. This situation demands an extensive and thorough approach to counter
prejudice against Islam and Muslims in the West. We need multi-faceted approach for this purpose
and CRIGM has initiated the most important and the basic one by observing and monitoring the
Islamophobic discourse in the Western globalized media, this will help us to comprehend the
prevailing state and level of hatred and hostility towards Islam and Muslims.
We have developed a mechanism to monitor and observe the Western media regularly to obtain
relevant content, CRIGM team closely watch Western media and emphasize on news stories and
content related to Islam and Muslims to collect the data. We examine all the news content in the
Western media on Islam and Muslims and focus on those stories where Muslims are being portrayed
negatively or reported as victims of bigotry and prejudice. We have categorized Western media into
three regions, United States & North America, Europe & United Kingdom and Australia & New
Zealand. CRIGM maintains daily media watch by monitoring all forms of media including Electronic
media, Print Media, online and Social Media. CRIGM is also utilizing the corporate data
dissemination services like LexisNexis to get the most relevant content. Data of this very monthly
compendium has been collected through online data service provider LexisNexis by searching news
content related to two words Islam and Muslims for the period of January, 2017 and comprising of
regions of United states and Europe & UK. This has provided hundreds of news stories related to
Islam and Muslims and we have read each story thoroughly and used those stories as our data where
hatred and negativities have been found against Muslims and Islam. We have highlighted and
underlined the Islamophobic content in news stories also give whole text to provide full context of
stories so that readers can have clear idea about the perspective and background of news stories of
prejudice and bigotry against Muslims and Islam in the Western media.
This very monthly compendium consists of only print media news content of two regions, USA and
Europe & UK. We have collected data from diverse news websites of main stream newspapers as
well as regional newspapers of those two regions through LexisNexis, this will provide us more
detailed views and picture of Western media. We collected this data by monitoring content of news
stories, opinion based stories, special reports and letters to editors.
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Summary Analysis of the US Print Media Contents
Against Islam and Muslims (January 2017)

United States 2016 Election campaign escalated the Islamophobia in the USA and terrified the
Muslims within the America and across the world as well, because of the rhetoric made by President
and his advisors and supporters. On 8th of November 2016, Donald Trump became the 45th president
of the United States of America. Right after his victory a crushing chaod started in the United States.
A number of bigotries stood up thinking to have patronage of the president and started committing
hate crimes. In very shot spam of time from 9 to 14th December 2016, 437 hate crimes were reported.
The Southern Poverty Law Center recorded 867 cases of hate-tinged harassment or intimidation in
the country in the 10 days after the election
On 20th January Donald Trump sworn in as President of the United States of America. During his
campaign, President promised complete shutdown of Muslims in USA, which he made practical on
Friday 27 January by his Executive order of banning entry from seven majority-Muslim countries –
Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen – for 90 days. In spite of a lot of protests in USA
and outside the USA, president remained strict on his decision. Even President Donald Trump fired
Acting Attorney General Sally Yates, after Yates ordered Justice Department lawyers not to defend
his immigration order temporarily banning entry into the United States for citizens of seven Muslimmajority countries and refugees from around the world, according to Chicago Tribune, January 31,
2017.
The action of the president to bullying Muslims not remained cherished by the world leaders. CNN
reported that the world leaders and prominent figures have blasted the US President Donald
Trump's temporary ban on citizens from seven Muslim-majority countries from entering the United
States as divisive, illegal, insulting and discriminatory. Even his neighbor remained on 180 degrees
on his stance, Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau defended the importance of welcoming
refugees, without explicitly referring to Trump's executive order. He said that those fleeing
persecution, terror and war were welcome in Canada.
On the other hand, Trump government launched probe against the Muslims, they sent survey letters
to all Mosques, Islamic Centers and Islamic Councils. As a Texas state lawmaker recently sent a
provocative survey to local Muslim leaders asking, among other things, their views of Islamic law
and whether they would pledge not to harm Muslims who left the faith, another freshman legislator,
state Rep. Kyle Biedermann, R-Fredericksburg, sent an offensive "survey" to mosques across the
state, demanding response from Muslim leaders about their beliefs in Shariah law and about
ideological organizations that claim to oppose Islamic extremism. The letters, which carried
Biedermann's Capitol address, were stamped "urgent." They ordered mosque leaders to reply by Jan.
20.
This is how Donald Trump set the trend of provoking anti-Muslims sentiments and use them as hoax
to win the elections. As Netherland is going to polls on March 15, and support has remained high for
Mr Wilders, despite his recent criminal conviction for insulting Moroccans and inciting racial hatred.
Mr Wilders's party has a one-page manifesto promising to close all mosques, ban the Quran and
close borders to asylum seekers. He mocked Mr Rutte for his attempts to "deceive" the Dutch
10

electorate. "The man of open borders, asylum tsunami, mass immigration, Islamisation, lies and
deceit”, according to The Daily Telegraph (London), January 24, 2017.
Similarly, Angela Markel started bashing on Muslims living in Germany. Telegraph Herald
(Dubuque, IA) November 24, 2016 reported a proposal to make mosques reduce the loudspeaker
volume of their call to prayer has sparked an uproar among Israel's Muslims, underscoring their
fraught relationship with the country's Jewish majority. Supporters of the bill, including Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, have painted it as a matter of quality of life. But it has deepened a
sense among the Arab minority that it is being increasingly marginalized by his hard-line government.
The bill, which received initial support from a committee of Israeli ministers this month, proposes to
limit the volume of public address systems of all houses of prayer in Israel. Inland Valley Daily
Bulletin (Ontario, CA) November 26, 2016 reported that in Britain, local city and town councils
mediate occasional disputes over early morning prayer calls. There is an online petition in support of
allowing areas with high Muslim populations to have "a loud call for prayer" at least three times a
day.
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Summary Analysis of the European Media Contents
Against Islam and Muslims (January 2017)
After the incident of 9/11, the religion of Islam and its followers Muslims are being portrayed as
negative in the Western media. Muslims are much concerned about their portraying of negative
stereotypes in the Western media. As a research centre of the public sector university in the capital of
Islamic Republic of Pakistan, CRIGM (Centre for Research on Islam and Global Media) aims to
become a voice of these Muslims by highlighting the negative image of Islam and Muslims that is
being shown in the Western media. Due to this, the Muslims are also experiencing the issues of antiIslamic rhetoric, hate crimes, religious discrimination, shouting on Muslim hijab girls etc. in the
countries of Europe as well. So the CRIGM tried to find out the Islamophobic discourses in the
European newspapers. The published material in the European newspapers of the months of January
2017 have been collected and analyzed for this purpose. The news stories, features, columns etc. were
analyzed by matching the indicators of Islamophobia.
The Islamophobic terms that have been found in European print media like fundamentalist Islam,
makes you an instant Islamic fundamentalist and potential terrorist, what is clear is that Donald
Trump is targeting Muslims not terrorists, radical Islamic terrorists, Muslims are being stereotyped
and being labelled as terrorists, anti-Islam politics, promising to close all mosques, ban the Koran,
no longer celebrating Christmas for fear of offending Muslim migrants, Pakistanis are always
murdering each other over honour feuds land disputes and family quarrels, the number of Americans
killed annually by Islamic Jihadist immigrants, her kind of people kill people and they're the problem
etc.
The Islamophobic content has been highlighted by using the bold and underlined options to make it
prominent for the readers. New police figures obtained by the The Independent (UK) January 15,
2017, published the story i.e. a Muslim woman who was racially assaulted and spat on by a stranger
in a restaurant has urged more female Muslims who have experienced hate crime to speak out. Nahella
Ashraf, 46, was wearing a head scarf when she was attacked as she sat around a table with four friends
in the restaurant in Hammersmith, London. "We'd been in there for about 45 minutes and we'd all
finished eating. There was a guy sat behind me. I assumed he was getting up to leave but he grabbed
me and was screaming at me," she told The Independent. "He just grabbed me from the side, my arm.
It felt like he was trying to pull me out of my seat.
The first thing I remember him saying was something about him not tolerating people like me. He
was just saying something like: 'Her kind of people kill people' and 'They're the problem' kind of
thing. It was racist. He kept saying 'those kinds of people'. There was a sharp increase in the number
of racially or religiously aggravated crimes recorded by police in England and Wales following the
EU referendum, with a 41 per cent rise in July 2016 compared to the same month the year before. A
survey carried out in December showed most British people believe hate crime had got worse since
the referendum, with 58 per cent feeling they had increased since the referendum in June and 76 per
cent believing hate crime was a problem in the UK today.
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Highlights of Negative Contents from Western Media (January 2017)
1. The relationship between religion and Western liberal democracy, particularly in Europe, is
in many cases wrought with three problems violence, seemingly illiberal attitudes and tensions
generated by immigration, Buruma said. This change occurs as immigrants who are in many
cases Muslim move to Europe in increasing numbers, he explained. This new population is
often plagued with high unemployment and cultural and racial tensions, which result in
escalated petty street crime, according to Buruma. Buruma cited the existence of the violent
revolutionary movement within Islam, and its effects on the actions and opinions of European
Muslims, as another issue that complicates the relationship between Western democracy and
Islam. "The violent religious ideological element in Islam is serious and cannot be
minimized," Buruma said. Buruma argued that the religious zeal of many second-generation
immigrants in Europe particularly men is not typically a result of religious extremism within
their families. He cited the example of Mohammed Bouyeri, a Dutch-Moroccan Muslim, who
murdered Dutch filmmaker Theo Van Gogh in 2004. Bouyeri did not come from an extremely
religious family but had developed his Islamic zeal while in the Netherlands, according to
Buruma. "It would be wrong to say that Islam is the source of this kind of revolutionary
violence, but it certainly helps to give it teeth," Buruma said. "By seeing it as a war waged by
Islam, you are alienating the very people you want on your side." "I think it is very dangerous
and distorting to see these problems as somehow all due to the same thing Islam," he said.
(The Dartmouth: Dartmouth College, January 31, 2017).
2. This article should come with a trigger warning. Beheadings, stoning, lashings, and everything
else that comes with living in a Muslim majority country, where do these things come from?
Under Islam and Sharia law countless people suffer at the hands of hard-line Islamist regimes.
These things promoted by Islam are wrong. I am not saying that I hold the belief that Islam is
wrong, but many do, and I thought it was about time somebody started talking about it. Those
who practice Islam constitute the second largest religion in the world with most Muslims
living in North Africa and the Middle East. There are an estimated 1.6 billion Muslims world
wide. The problem with Islam seems not to be that the religion itself is violent it is Sharia law,
a law system based on the Quran, that is most harmful. (The Athenaeum: Acadia University,
January 30, 2017).
3. International reaction, though, was far from uniform. Politicians who have called for
restricting Muslim immigration have gained support in a number of European countries, and
one of them, Geert Wilders of the Netherlands, praised Trump on Twitter: "I would do the
same. Hope you'll add more Islamic countries like Saudi Arabia soon."(The Boston Globe,
January 29, 2017).
4. The Trump administration on Friday executed an executive order restricting immigration and
refugees from seven predominantly Muslim nations. President Donald Trump has said he will
give priority to Christians. (The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, January 31, 2017).
5. Published March 13, the anthology is comprised of 14 biographical memoirs describing and
reflecting on the experiences and struggles faced by Muslim college students in the U.S.
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"College social life is often not in accordance with the values that these Muslim students
hold," Garrod said, citing alcohol consumption and the prevalence of "random hook-ups."
(The Dartmouth: Dartmouth College, January 31, 2017).
6. General Tom McInerney, for instance, proposed on Fox News a more in depth system to the
one enacted Monday, deeming it necessary that every Muslim between the ages of 18 and 28
be strip-searched before flying, (The Dartmouth: Dartmouth College, January 31, 2017).
On Friday, President Donald Trump signed an executive order largely fulfilling the ban on
Muslims entering the United States that he had promised during his campaign. (The State
Press: Arizona State University, January 31, 2017)
7. A mosque in a Muslim community ... it's literally the heart of our community," said Fiona
Tagari, a member of the Corpus Christi mosque. "A lot of us are immigrants. We don't have
families here, so it's where we make our families. Congregants become extended families,
(Corpus Christi Caller-Times, January 30, 2017).
8. Since Amer Alsaiari moved from Saudi Arabia to the United States nine years ago, the 17year-old said he, like most Muslims, has experienced acts of hatred because of his faith in
Islam.
It hasn't always been easy, but Alsaiari said he's noticed something else, too: there are a lot of
people fighting for his rights. (The Rockdale Citizen (Conyers, Georgia) January 30, 2017).
9. One woman wearing a hijab who stood up and repeatedly called him a "hatemongerer" was
escorted out by police as Yiannopoulos said, "You're wearing a hijab in the United States,
what is wrong with you?" (Daily Lobo: University of New Mexico, January 28, 2017).
10. NEW YORK A businessman attacked a Muslim employee at a Kennedy Airport lounge,
kicking her, shouting obscenities at her and saying that President Donald Trump "will get rid
of all of you," authorities said. Robin Rhodes, of Worcester, Mass., approached Rabeeya
Khan, who wears a hijab, at the Sky Club in Terminal 2 while she was sitting in the utility
office Wednesday, authorities said. Khan told police that Rhodes came to the door and went
on a profanity laced tirade, asking her if she was praying. The 60 years old Khan asked Rhodes
what she had done to him and Rhodes said she'd done nothing, authorities said. He then cursed
at her and kicked her in the leg, Khan told police. Khan ran out of the office to the front desk
at the club, authorities said. Rhodes, 57, followed her, got down on his knees and began to
bow down to imitate Muslim prayers and shouted obscenities, investigators said. (The Denver
Post, SAT REGIONAL Edition, January 28, 2017).
11. Many in the Muslim World See a Provocation: Islam Itself as a Problem. Mr. Trump's stance
has been evident since the early days of his campaign, when he advocated a ''complete and
total shutdown'' of all Muslims entering the United States. But in interviews with dozens of
officials, analysts and ordinary citizens across Muslim-majority countries, there was
overwhelming agreement that the order issued Friday signaled a provocation: a sign that the
American president sees Islam itself as the problem.
In France, armed policemen confronted a Muslim woman on a beach and forced her to remove
her clothing as part of a ban on burka-like swimsuits. Hate speech against Muslims soared in
Britain after the vote in June to leave the European Union. There have been numerous reports
14

of Muslims being harassed in the United States since Mr. Trump's election. (The New York
Times, January 28, 2017).
12. U.S. Muslims in Trump era experiencing a mix of despair and resolve
a White House framing Islam itself as a threat, a surge in anti-Muslim hostility and suspicion
of immigrants in general. For 15 years American Muslims have been asked to tell the world
what they condemn versus what they contribute, and the conversation in this presidential
campaign was with one candidate who thought Muslims were a cancer and the other who
basically thought that Muslims were benign and useful as an instrument of counterterrorism.
But neither of them understood the value of the American Muslim community to our country
outside of counterterror," Mogahed said, (The Northwest Herald (Crystal Lake, Illinois),
January 28, 2017).
13. But today's announcement is anchored in his campaign rhetoric, and the fact that every country
on today's list is a Muslim-majority nation confirms that he meant what he said - that Muslims
are dangerous and need to be treated differently than any other set of people. (Congressional
Documents and Publications, January 27, 2017).
14. Another freshman legislator, state Rep. Kyle Biedermann, R-Fredericksburg, last week sent
an offensive "survey" to mosques across the state, demanding response from Muslim leaders
about their beliefs in Shariah law and about ideological organizations that claim to oppose
Islamic extremism. The letters, which carried Biedermann's Capitol address, were stamped
"urgent." They ordered mosque leaders to reply by Jan. 20. Texas Muslim Capitol Day is
Tuesday. (THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS, January 27, 2017).
15. The President is right to focus attention on the obvious fact that borders matter. At the same
time, while not technically a Muslim ban, this order is too broad," Mr. Sasse said in a statement
Mr. Portman said it is time to "slow down," citing "hysterical voices on both sides of this."
Let's make two points: One, our country is not as safe as it should be. We've had plenty of
testimony in the last couple of years about the fact that there's not adequate screening
particularly on our visa waiver programs, and so I do think we need to tighten things up," Mr.
Portman said. But second, we've got to do it in a way that's consistent with our values and
consistent with our national security," he said. "We are this beacon of hope and opportunity
for the rest of the world. That's our self image and it's also an important part of our foreign
policy." (The Washington Times, 30 January 2017).
16. I'm establishing new vetting measures to keep radical Islamic terrorists out of the United States
of America. We don't want them here," Trump said. "We want to ensure that we are not
admitting into our country the very threats our soldiers are fighting overseas." "We want to
ensure that we are not admitting into our country the very threats our soldiers are fighting
overseas." President Trump, (The Asheville Citizen-Times (North Carolina), January 29,
2017).
17. President Trump's order closing the nation's borders to people from seven predominantly
Muslim countries echoed across Boston's academic institutions and research laboratories
Saturday, blocking some scholars from entering the country and leaving scores more in limbo.
(The Boston Globe, January 29, 2017).
15

18. I am establishing new vetting measures to keep radical Islamic terrorists out of the United
States of America," Trump said. "We don't want them here.", "As we see it, it's a backdoor
ban on Muslims." (Chicago Tribune, Early Edition, January 9, 2017).
19. The wide-reaching ramifications of President Trump's refugee ban unfolded around the globe
Saturday, spawning chaos, uncertainty and criticism of the crackdown on refugees and
predominantly Muslim nations.
DONALD STIRS MAYHEM Travel edict leaves many across globe stranded Mid-air shock:
You can't enter, "It's working out very nicely," Trump told reporters in the White House. "You
see it in the airports, you see it all over." (Daily News (New York), January 29, 2017).
20. OCR-L-HATEGROUPS-0129 | The Southern Poverty Law Center has come up with its
HateWatch map, a map of the country showing where hate groups are located. According to
the center there are 892 hate groups operating in the U.S. and out of those there are about a
dozen in Orange and Los Angeles counties and the Inland Empire. Among them are neo-Nazi
groups, a Black Separatist (Nation of Islam) group, Holocaust deniers, anti-LGBT groups and
anti-immigration folks. Deepa Bharath/Smith About 30" Photos, graphic ETA: Friday , "We
must secure the existence of our people and a future for White Children.", "It isn't
Islamophobia when they really are trying to kill you!", "Take our country back!" (The Daily
News of Los Angeles, January 29, 2017).
21. "We don't want them here," Trump said. "We want to ensure that we are not admitting into
our country the very threats our soldiers are fighting overseas. We only want to admit those
into our country who will support our country and love deeply our people."( Daily Collegian:
Pennsylvania State University, January 29, 2017).
22. Vice President Mike Pence and Defense Secretary James Mattis stood directly behind their
boss Friday, one man on each side, as President Donald Trump announced an order that will
ban half the world's Shiite Muslims from entering the country for months. "I'm establishing
new vetting measures to keep radical Islamic terrorists out of the United States," Trump said
from his podium at the Pentagon. "We don't want 'em here." Pence nodded along to the words.
(The Houston Chronicle, January 29, 2017).
23. "We can make our country even safer and do so in a way that is consistent with our values,"
tweeted Sen. Joe Donnelly, D-Indiana. "The executive order that was signed yesterday by
Donald Trump is not one of those ways."(Indiana Daily Student: Indiana University, January
29, 2017).
24. We must secure the existence of our people and a future for White Children." [#xfffd] That's
the mission statement for Western Hammerskins, a new Nazi group in Menifee. [#xfffd] "It
isn't Islamophobia when they really are trying to kill you!" [#xfffd] That's the message you'll
find at the website for Bare Naked Islam, based in Marina del Rey; the words appear over an
image of a burning skull and a mosque. [#xfffd] "Take our country back!" It's a slogan you'll
read at the site for Nation of Islam, a national group with chapters in Compton and Rialto.
[#xfffd] These are just some of the 30 Southern California organizations listed on the latest
edition of the Hate Map, an annual product of the Southern Poverty Law Center. [#xfffd] In
all, the 2015 Hate Map (a new one is due next month) lists 892 groups nationally, including
68 in California, making our state No. 2 to Texas, which tops the list with 84 hate groups.
Nearly half of the California groups are based in Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San
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Bernardino and San Diego counties. [#xfffd] Some groups aren't, technically, groups; instead,
they are entities that include just a single member. Others are bigger, with hundreds of
members and budgets that run into many millions of dollars. (Inland Valley Daily Bulletin
(Ontario, CA),January 29, 2017).
25. "Our country needs strong borders and extreme vetting, NOW. Look what is happening all
over Europe and, indeed, the world - a horrible mess!," Trump said via Twitter Sunday.
Christians in the Middle-East have been executed in large numbers. We cannot allow this
horror to continue!," Trump tweeted.
Here's the full statement from McCain and Graham:
Our government has a responsibility to defend our borders, but we must do so in a way that
makes us safer and upholds all that is decent and exceptional about our nation, (Phoenix
Business Journal (Arizona), January 29, 2017)
26. Trump said that the goal is to screen out "radical Islamic terrorists" and that priority for
admission will be given to Christians. Maine's senior senator added that while it is
"appropriate" to consider religious persecution when reviewing a request for refugee status,
"a preference should not be given to people who practice a particular religion, nor should a
greater burden be imposed on people who practice a particular religion. As I stated last
summer, religious tests serve no useful purpose in the immigration process and run contrary
to our American values." (Portland Press Herald, January 29, 2017).
27. The executive order that President Donald Trump signed on Friday calling a temporary halt
to travel to the United States from seven predominantly Muslim nations ccc and indefinitely
blocking refugees from the world's largest humanitarian crisis,
Trump callously and without evidence declared that Syrian refugees are "detrimental to the
interests of the United States
Trump claims these seven countries might produce terrorists who "will use any means possible
to enter the United States, (The Salt Lake Tribune, January 29, 2017).
28. I'm establishing new vetting measures to keep radical Islamic terrorists out of the United
States," Trump said from his podium at the Pentagon. "We don't want 'em here."
Like other Republicans, the two men's condemnations of Trump's words had evaporated as he
drew closer to power - and as his original call for "a total and complete shutdown of Muslims
entering the United States" morphed into a nearly 3,000-word order that does not mention
Islam but temporarily bars visitors from seven Muslim-majority countries.
Trump blasted Democrat Hillary Clinton for border policies that would "let the Muslims flow
in." The call for a Muslim ban was causing American allies to think "we have lost faith in
reason," Mattis told Politico last July, (Spokesman Review (Spokane, WA), January 29, 2017).
29. U.S. lawmakers and officials around the globe also criticized Trump's order. Sen. Ben Sasse,
a Republican from Nebraska on the Senate Armed Services Committee, said that while Trump
is right to focus on border security, the order is "too broad."
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If we send a signal to the Middle East that the U.S. sees all Muslims as jihadis, the terrorist
recruiters win by telling kids that America is banning Muslims and that this is America versus
one religion," Sasse said. "Our generational fight against jihadism requires wisdom."
In Tehran, Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif said Iran would stop issuing new visas
to U.S. citizens in response to Trump's ban, but that anyone already with a visa to Iran wouldn't
be turned away.
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau took to Twitter on Saturday afternoon to say that
refugees were welcome in Canada, "regardless of your faith."
30. U.S. District Judge Ann Donnelly in New York issued the emergency order after lawyers for
the American Civil Liberties Union filed a court petition on behalf of people from seven
predominantly Muslim nations who were detained at airports across the country as the ban
took effect. This in effect could be a permanent ban," she said. "Many of these people may
never be able to come." (St. Louis Post-Dispatch (Missouri), January 29, 2017).
31. Trump billed his sweeping executive order as a necessary step to stop "radical Islamic
terrorists" from coming to the U.S. Included is a 90-day ban on travel to the U.S. by citizens
of Iraq, Syria, Iran, Sudan, Libya, Somalia or Yemen and a 120-day suspension of the U.S.
refugee program.
Two of the first people blocked from entering the United States were Iraqis with links to the
U.S. military.
This in effect could be a permanent ban," she said. "Many of these people may never be able
to come." (Sunday Telegram (Massachusetts), January 29, 2017).
32. President Trump said Friday that Christians will be given priority to come to the United States
as refugees and later signed an order to suspend the admission of refugees for 120 days and
increase the vetting of potential refugees from predominantly Muslim nations to screen out
"radical Islamic terrorists." We don't want them here," Trump said in a signing ceremony at
the Pentagon. "We only want to admit those into our country who will support our country
and love deeply our people." They've been horribly treated," he said. "Do you know if you
were a Christian in Syria it was impossible, at least very tough, to get into the United States?
If you were a Muslim you could come in, but if you were a Christian it was almost impossible.
And the reason that was so unfair - everybody was persecuted, in all fairness - but they were
chopping off the heads of everybody, but more so the Christians. And I thought it was very,
very unfair. A Pew Research Center study found that overall Christians and Muslims were
admitted as refugees in about equal numbers in 2016, and far more Christians have been
admitted since 2002. Since the beginning of the Syrian civil war and the rise of the Islamic
State, many more Muslims than Christians have been killed or displaced because of the
violence. A 2015 Washington Post poll found that 78 percent of Americans favored equal
consideration for refugees regardless of religion. If you want ironclad guarantees, you'd have
to stop all immigration, business travelers and students," said David Martin. (The Washington
Post, January 29, 2017).
33. Large percentages of Muslims in 39 countries want Sharia law, a legal code based on the
Quran and other authoritative Islamic writings, to be the official law of the land in their
country (San Antonio Express News,January 21, 2017)
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34. The goal of the Jan. 26 summit, according to Biedermann's website, is "to thoroughly
understand the critical threat of radical Islamic terrorism in Texas . with the aim of enacting
policies and legislation to better protect Texas." (San Antonio Express News,January 21,
2017)
35. O'Brien's commute to work took her past a house with a sign proclaiming: "Muslims Go
Home." (The Boston Globe,January 20, 2017)
36. Twice in recent years, the mosque in Burlington was vandalized. (The Boston Globe, January
20, 2017)
37. A woman crashed into Sarah's car at a rotary. The other driver caught sight of the shaken
teenager's hijab and snapped: "Towel head!" (The Boston Globe, January 20, 2017)
38. The mayor made national headlines in 2015 when she accused local mosque leaders of
bypassing American courts and instituting Sharia law. (THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS,
January 20, 2017)
39. the European Court of Human Rights has "unequivocally ruled that Sharia law is absolutely
incompatible with the fundamental principles of freedom and democracy." (THE DALLAS
MORNING NEWS, January 20, 2017)
40. "Radical Islam is coming to our shores. (Telegram & Gazette (Massachusetts), January 20,
2017 Friday)
41. Calling Muslims "vile and filthy people." "There's a new sheriff in town," the letter read.
"President Donald Trump. ... He's going to do to you Muslims what Hitler did to the jews."
(Telegram & Gazette (Massachusetts), January 20, 2017 Friday)
42. National security adviser Michael Flynn, who has called it "a vicious cancer inside the body
of 1.7 billion people on this planet," adding, "It has to be excised." (Telegram & Gazette
(Massachusetts), January 20, 2017 Friday)
43. Tisby, who was fired after adopting the Sunni Muslim faith, said county offiicals had failed
to accommodate her "sincere religious beliefs." (Asbury Park Press, January 19, 2017)
44. Tisby's head covering - known as a khimar or hijab - would impose an undue hardship on the
jail. (Asbury Park Press, January 19, 2017)
45. Sharia Islamic law is totally incompatible with the Idaho and U.S. Constitutions and our
Western Judeo-Christian culture. (Bonners Ferry Herald (Idaho) January 19, 2017)
46. internment camps that held tens of thousands of Japanese Americans during World War II
were a legal "precedent" for a potential U.S. registry of immigrants from predominantly
Muslim countries. (The San Francisco Chronicle, January 19, 2017)
47. We're not talking about the Japanese internment camps. No, not at all. But we have to get our
head around a very serious problem, and it's getting worse." (The San Francisco Chronicle,
January 19, 2017)
48. The purpose of the law is to curb the extreme noise emanating from these mosques, and there
is no other consideration involved," said the government official (The Washington Times, 19
January 2017)
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49. Called him a "f---ing Muslim," Abbasi said in an interview last week. (The Washington Post,
January 18, 2017)
50. El Fawal and her mom were speaking to each other in Arabic in a supermarket when an older
woman told them that they should not be speaking in a terrorist language and to go back to
where they came from. (Daily Bruin: University of California - Los Angeles, January 17,
2017)
51. "He asked me, 'What are you going to do about it? Kill me? Blow me up?'" El Fawal said.
(Daily Bruin: University of California - Los Angeles, January 17, 2017)
52. you and your muslim brothers did your best to destroy this great country and you failed.
(Advance-News (Ogdensburg, New York),January 15, 2017)
53. "Hey you with the blue hair thingie, get off the bus, you don't belong here," according Randall
Spencer, the family's lawyer. Bakeer is Muslim and wears a hijab. (Daily Herald (Provo, Utah)
January 15, 2017)
54. Michael T. Flynn, has said he believes acts of terrorism by Muslims are rooted in mainstream
Islamic faith and once tweeted that "fear of Muslims is rational." (The Californian, January
14, 2017 Saturday)
55. That plan promoted "extreme vetting" of "high-risk" immigrants, including questions about
supporting Shariah law, jihad, gender equality and the Constitution (The Californian, January
14, 2017 Saturday)
56. He has said there is no such thing as a "moderate Muslim," hates "political correctness" The
Washington Post, January 12, 2017)
57. Political correctness is to say "international terrorism." Courage is to say "Islamic terrorism."
(The Washington Post, January 12, 2017)
58. you have a Muslim community of approximately 2 billion people. If the Germans were able
to be ... radicalized during three years only, there is a serious danger that those people - you
might call them moderate Muslims - might be radicalized by, for instance, Islamist State. (The
Washington Post, January 12, 2017)
59. There is a strong difference between American and European culture and Muslim culture. And
this is the attitude toward women. For Muslims, the women are, well, inferior, inferior beings.
(The Washington Post, January 12, 2017)
60. Do you not realize, or is it impossible for you to accept, that people claiming affiliation with
your faith are killing innocent people all over the world and boast about doing it at the behest
and approval of your god (Allah), your prophet (Muhammad) and many of your religious
leaders (imams and Islamic clerics)? (Springfield News-Leader, January 11, 2017)
61. Czech President Milos Zeman made an unusual request: He urged citizens to arm themselves
against a possible "super-Holocaust" carried out by Muslim terrorists. (The Washington Post,
January 11, 2017)
62. The security guard was looking through my bag and asked, 'No weapons of mass destruction
today?' Tariq said. (The Louisville Cardinal: University of Louisville, January 8, 2017)
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63. 'Is Osama Bin Laden your uncle?' or 'You're not gonna bomb me are you?' (The Louisville
Cardinal: University of Louisville, January 8, 2017)
64. Children of Satan," called for the extermination of Muslims in the U.S. (Los Angeles Times,
January 6, 2017 Friday)
65. "Muslim's kill Muslim's (sic) if they don't agree. Where does that leave you, 'infidel.'"
(Colorado Daily: University of Colorado at Boulder, January 4, 2017)
66. Muslims are a threat and should not enter the country. (Colorado Daily: University of
Colorado at Boulder, January 4, 2017)
67. "They're not our friends, they're our enemies," McNevin said. "And as they march up and
down in Iran, the Shiites, what do they say? Death to America." (Colorado Daily: University
of Colorado at Boulder, January 4, 2017)
68. Nobody, nobody, nobody wants your evil cult in this county," (The Washington Post, January
3, 2017).
69. President Donald Trump fired Acting Attorney General Sally Yates Monday night, after Yates
ordered Justice Department lawyers Monday not to defend his immigration order temporarily
banning entry into the United States for citizens of seven Muslim-majority countries and
refugees from around the world. (Chicago Tribune, January 31, 2017)
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Highlights from the European Newspapers’ Stories
1. What is clear is that Donald Trump is targeting Muslims, not terrorists."(The Independent Daily Edition, January 31, 2017).
2. Theresa May has repeatedly refused to condemn Donald Trump's ban on refugees and entry
for citizens of seven Muslim-majority nations during a meeting with Turkish leaders (The
Independent - Daily Edition, January 29, 2017).
3. Website Wikileaks, revealed that private individuals in Saudi Arabia and other Gulf states
friendly to the United States are the chief source of funding for al-Qaeda, the Taliban and
other terrorist groups, "Donors in Saudi Arabia constitute the most significant source of
funding to Sunni terrorist groups worldwide, (The Independent - Daily Edition, January 28,
2017).
4. Mr Trump's executive order, signed on Friday, bars citizens of seven states from entering
America for at least the next 90 days. The countries affected are Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia,
Sudan, Syria and Yemen. Syrian refugees have been banned indefinitely. These are countries
that have a history of training, harbouring, exporting terrorists. We can't keep pretending and
looking the other way.( DAILY MAIL (London),January 30, 2017).
5. Anxiety over Muslim dress is running high partly because of a surge in Muslim refugees. In
the 12 months to the end of September 2016 almost 1.4m people applied for asylum in Europe-many more than the 260,000 who did so in 2010. Islamist terrorist attacks in Belgium, France
and Germany have stirred fears about immigrants. Xenophobic populists are on the march
almost everywhere. But there is a deeper cause. Secularist doctrine and Muslim culture are
both evolving in a way that causes a clash over attire. (The Economist, January 28, 2017).
6. The Netherlands goes to the polls on March 15, and support has remained high for Mr Wilders,
despite his recent criminal conviction for insulting Moroccans and inciting racial hatred. Mr
Wilders's party has a one-page manifesto promising to close all mosques, ban the Koran and
close borders to asylum seekers. He mocked Mr Rutte for his attempts to "deceive" the Dutch
electorate. "The man of open borders, asylum tsunami, mass immigration, Islamisation, lies
and deceit," he tweeted. (The Daily Telegraph (London), January 24, 2017).
7. 'I've seen girls' headscarves being pulled off' Marwan: There were a few incidents at my
secondary school - isolated, and once again immaturity was involved. There was some passive
racism as well, in terms of the way you're treated because you're Muslim: people not wanting
to hang around with you as much. In my school there were about four or five Muslims, a very
small number of us. We're lucky that Ireland doesn't condone racism' Marwan: We definitely
feel a lot more comfortable than in Britain or France. Yara: Irish people are more accepting
than other countries. When I started wearing the headscarf, for example, I was really nervous.
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The Muslims only believe in their own religion. They're not interested in anybody else, they're
not integrated into society." People are already saying enough stuff without you doing
anything (The Irish Times, January 28, 2017).
8. As a Muslim woman who was a child when 9/11 happened and grew up during the height of
Islamophobia, I never imagined that my fellow countrymen would openly discuss a "Muslim
registry" as an actual policy platform. When he started talking about a ban on Muslim
immigration a year ago, it already became scarier for Muslim women to step out of their homes
with a headscarf. Now, I fear what this national stamp of approval on anti-Muslim bigotry
will mean for my Muslim sisters and now Muslim children that might have to endure an even
worse experience than I did growing up. Even before the elections, I knew minority
communities would have to bear the burden of repairing the damage of this campaign cycle
for years to come. With Trump as President, there's an even more stark reality staring us in
the face for the fight that lies ahead. We don't plan on quieting down anytime soon." more
open and blatant attempt to marginalise us, as well as many other minority groups by an
incoming President. More concerning than Trump's overarching rhetoric, are the actual people
he's bringing in to staff his cabinet. Many of whom are closely aligned with Islamophobic hate
groups in America, and are seeking to curb the civil liberties of our community."(The
Independent - Daily Edition, January 21, 2017).
9. SIR Mo Farah has said he feels like "an alien" after Donald Trump banned some Muslims
from entering the United States. The Somalian-born Olympic runner, who is training in
Ethiopia, fears Trump could prevent him from returning to his family, who live in Oregon.
Kim Kardashian tweeted the number of Americans killed annually by Islamic Jihadist
immigrants - two - compared to the number shot by other Americans - 11,737. (Scottish Star,
January 30, 2017).
10. A Muslim woman who was racially assaulted and spat on by a stranger in a restaurant has
urged more female Muslims who have experienced hate crime to speak out. Nahella Ashraf,
46, was wearing a head scarf when she was attacked as she sat around a table with four friends
in the restaurant in Hammersmith, London. There was a guy sat behind me. I assumed he was
getting up to leave but he grabbed me and was screaming at me," she told The Independent.
"He just grabbed me from the side, my arm. It felt like he was trying to pull me out of my seat.
The first thing I remember him saying was something about him not tolerating people like me.
'Her kind of people kill people' and 'They're the problem' kind of thing. It was racist. He kept
saying 'those kinds of people'. He could've grabbed the white woman on the side of me that
would've been easier, but he went for the Muslim woman in the crowd." Police were called to
the incident but the suspect had already fled the scene. Officers were treating the incident as
a racially motivated hate crime. She added the experience had made her realise that while
many female Muslim victims of race hate crime choose not to talk about their experience, it
was important for victims of such crimes to speak out in order to "set the record straight". The
researcher, who is a member of campaign organisation Stand Up To Racism, said she and her
Muslim friends had noticed a marked rise in hate crime against them since the EU referendum,
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Balwinder Rana, convener of Stand Up To Racism in west London, told The Independent the
organisation had seen a noticeable rise in hate crimes since the EU referendum. A survey
carried out in December showed most British people believe hate crime had got worse since
the referendum, with 58 per cent feeling they had increased since the referendum in June and
76 per cent believing hate crime was a problem in the UK today.( The Independent - Daily
Edition, January 15, 2017).
11. Rutte's naked bid to woo far-right voters for the 15 March election prompted scathing criticism
across mainstream society, and worry among Dutch Muslims, who have already endured a
sharp rise in hate crime and say they face regular discrimination in daily life. ( The Observer,
January 29, 2017).
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The Dartmouth: Dartmouth College
January 31, 2017

Buruma discusses Islamic practices
Eliza Relman
Buruma opened the lecture, titled "Religion: Friend or Foe of Democracy?" by explaining that he would analyze the
relationship between Islam and liberal democracies.
Buruma stressed that "Islamo-fascism" a connection of modern Islamic movements and European fascism has been
transformed from a political debate to a moral one as part of a polarizing conversation that "sorts friends from enemies."
The relationship between religion and Western liberal democracy, particularly in Europe, is in many cases
wrought with three problems violence, seemingly illiberal attitudes and tensions generated by immigration,
Buruma said.
This change occurs as immigrants who are in many cases Muslim move to Europe in increasing numbers, he
explained. This new population is often plagued with high unemployment and cultural and racial tensions, which
result in escalated petty street crime, according to Buruma.
The second problem stems from the European perception that the customs, traditions and religious practices of the
immigrant communities are illiberal, Buruma said. He cited the recent banning of the burqa in France as an example of
the European view that Islamic traditions run contrary to Western democracy.
"What complicates this issue is that not only right-wing xenophobes denounce [Islamic] practices among Muslims, but
also feminists and those who consider themselves progressives also denounce them," Buruma said.
Buruma cited the existence of the violent revolutionary movement within Islam, and its effects on the actions and
opinions of European Muslims, as another issue that complicates the relationship between Western democracy
and Islam.
"The violent religious ideological element in Islam is serious and cannot be minimized," Buruma said. Buruma
argued that the religious zeal of many second-generation immigrants in Europe particularly men is not typically a
result of religious extremism within their families. He cited the example of Mohammed Bouyeri, a Dutch-Moroccan
Muslim, who murdered Dutch filmmaker Theo Van Gogh in 2004. Bouyeri did not come from an extremely
religious family but had developed his Islamic zeal while in the Netherlands, according to Buruma.
"Radical Islam is totally untraditional," he said. "That's why it appeals to the second generation youth who feel in between
the cultures of their parents and the European culture in which they live."
The ongoing debate regarding religious conflict should be framed between those who support peace and tolerance and
those who subscribe to violent practices, rather than as European versus Islamic identity, Buruma said.
"It would be wrong to say that Islam is the source of this kind of revolutionary violence, but it certainly helps to
give it teeth," Buruma said. "By seeing it as a war waged by Islam, you are alienating the very people you want on
your side."
Buruma emphasized that the issues affecting the relationship between democracy and religion are largely societal and not
purely religious. "I think it is very dangerous and distorting to see these problems as somehow all due to the same
thing Islam," he said.
When discussing the existence of more pluralistic societies in Europe, Buruma argued that it is not the place of the
government to "impose its views" on the people. Governments should instead create common laws that do not unfairly
restrict citizens, he said.
"A liberal democracy can very easily live with all kinds of values as long as people who hold those values don't use
violence or threaten to use violence," Buruma said. "Democracies must be tolerant of intolerance as long as [the
intolerance] is expressed as views."
Having grown up with an atheist father and a mother from an "assimilated Jewish family who took pride in having the
biggest Christmas tree," Buruma explained that neither religious conviction nor cultural abhorrence impacts his approach
to these issues. Buruma whose lecture took place in Dartmouth Hall was awarded the Erasmus Prize in 2008 for his
significant contributions to culture, society and social science in Europe.
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The Athenaeum: Acadia University
January 30, 2017

Sha... Really?
Christopher Vandenburg
This article should come with a trigger warning. Beheadings, stoning, lashings, and everything else that comes with
living in a Muslim majority country, where do these things come from? Under Islam and Sharia law countless
people suffer at the hands of hard-line Islamist regimes. These things promoted by Islam are wrong. I am not
saying that I hold the belief that Islam is wrong, but many do, and I thought it was about time somebody started
talking about it. Those who practice Islam constitute the second largest religion in the world with most Muslims
living in North Africa and the Middle East.
There are an estimated 1.6 billion Muslims world wide. The problem with Islam seems not to be that the religion
itself is violent it is Sharia law, a law system based on the Quran, that is most harmful. Under Sharia law smoking,
drinking, pre-marital sex, extra-marital sex, renouncing Islam, theft, accusations of crime with out witnesses,
homosexuality and murder are illegal. The punishments for committing these "crimes" under Sharia law include but are
not limited to: Beheading, crucifixion, stoning, amputation of the hands or feet, and flogging. What is perhaps most
surprising is how easy it is to commit an offence that would result in beheading, almost any of the crimes under Sharia
could carry with them a sentence of beheading. And perhaps my least favourite aspect of Sharia is that these punishments
are to be carried out in public. You may be asking yourself how much support the Sharia legal system has amongst
Muslims. The answer is a lot. Forty-two percent of Russian Muslims think that Sharia should be the law in Russia.
Malaysia, Thailand and, Indonesia have support that ranges from seventy-two to eighty-six percent.
Some may say that the opinions in these countries are extreme however forty-five percent of American Muslims think
that homosexuality should be discouraged by society. In Muslim majority countries, the state itself has often adopted the
principles of Hudud, which are the punishments for transgressions against Sharia. Countries in which Sharia law is the
predominant legal system are widespread, ranging from Saudi Arabia to Mauritania. It has been said that most countries
prefer other forms of punishment rather than those prescribed by Sharia however, on December 12th of this year, Global
News published an article that described the punishment for a Saudi woman who posted a picture of herself wearing a
dress on Instagram for her crimes she was sentenced to imprisonment and lashings. What is most disturbing about the
article is that many men tweeted that the punishment should be much worse and that she "would be lucky if all she got
was a beheading".
Beheadings as a method of executions are quite common in the kingdom of Saudi Arabia with one hundred fifty-seven
people having been beheaded in the country in 2015 this is the highest number of beheadings in nearly two decades. sixtythree of those beheadings were for non-lethal offences. In Afghanistan that number is at more than four hundred
individuals that are currently under sentence of death. This is compared to 28 people who were put to death by lethal
injection in the United States in 2015. Before you judge my writing too harshly I would ask you to consider the
ramifications of Sharia law on life here in Wolfville. Let's use the average Saturday night out as an example. You're
getting ready to head to the Vil and you decide to stop by your friends for a couple drinks before the bar, you head out
and end up taking some fine young man or woman home with you. You wake up the next morning expecting to nurse
your hangover, when instead there is an angry mob outside your home enraged that you were intoxicated and had premarital sex. These people are prepared to behead you, and the person you took home. You are then dragged to the steps
of University Hall where your head is then removed, likely hacked off at the neck, from your body as hundreds of onlookers relishes in your final moments on this planet because you had a couple drinks. This is the reality for many in
Muslim majority countries. It seems to me that there is a great deal of fear in academia and in western news agencies to
blame this barbarity on Islam. This should not be the case at all. These types of situations and punishments are a direct
result of Islam and the legal system that it carries with it. I would challenge anyone to name a religion that sees these
things as crimes and would suggest the same punishments for it. Or perhaps another religion that issues fatwas which are
spontaneous religious decrees. Christianity? No. Judaism? No. Catholicism? No. I understand that marriage, divorce,
exchange of property and many other legal actions are the result of thousands of years of evolution of the Judeo-Christian
system. Christianity does generally frown upon homosexuality however no large sect of Christianity is suggesting that
we kill anyone over it. Catholicism has historically been the poster child for intolerance in modern day religion however
under Pope Francis the Catholic church has become far more progressive than anyone ever thought possible.
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The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
January 31, 2017

IMMIGRATION POLICY; Georgia faith leaders fall on both sides of Muslim
ban
Shelia M. Poole; Staff
The Rev. Donna S. Mote talks regularly with refugees traveling through Harts-field-Jackson International Airport in her
job as an airport chaplain for the Episcopal Diocese of Atlanta.
Her message is always the same. "What a long journey you have made. Welcome to the United States."
The Trump administration on Friday executed an executive order restricting immigration and refugees from seven
predominantly Muslim nations. President Donald Trump has said he will give priority to Christians.
Mote said her first reaction was the order was not only wrong, but confusing.
"It's a slap in the face to our history as a nation of immigrants. In my view, there is no way to read Scripture and say that
it is not our responsibility and our mandate as Christians to extend hospitality and welcome to refugees," Mote said.
"Unless you are full-blooded Native American Indian, you're either an immigrant or a descendant of immigrants."
In Georgia, many faith leaders are as divided on the issue as their flocks.
While some, like Mote, are alarmed by the move, others support the executive order. Trump received a great deal of
backing from evangelicals and more conservative leaders, many of whom back the ban.
"I don't really understand the backlash, especially if it's temporary and for security," said the Rev. Tim Mill-wood of the
Rehoboth Baptist Association in Warner Robins, which is made up of 55 churches in Central Georgia. "We saw what
happened in Canada over the weekend. I just think it's a day for caution. That's not to say that there aren't some people
who have a legitimate interest in our country, and we shouldn't allow them to be here, but I do think knowing who they
are and then coming here legally is important."
The Rev. Timothy McDonald III, an activist and pastor of First Iconium Baptist Church in Atlanta, is dismayed that more
Christians have not vigorously opposed the ban.
"It is time for white Republican Christians to give voice to your faith," McDonald said in a message posted on Facebook.
"Your silence is impacting the Gospel of Jesus Christ!
On Sunday, the Rev. Raphael G. Warnock, senior pastor of Ebenezer Baptist Church, expressed similar sentiment.
"Somehow the church has to recapture the revolutionary spirit of the early church because right now there's too much evil
going on in the world, co-signed by those who declare that they are followers of Jesus Christ," Warnock said.
"I wonder what Bible they are reading. I wonder have they spent much time with the one whom we call Lord and savior.
Because if you spend time with Jesus, I don't know how you crush the poor."
Rabbi Shalom Lewis of Congregation Etz Chaim in Marietta said Trump would not be the first president to tighten
immigration rules.
"My father used to tell me that the road to hell is paved with good intentions," Lewis said. "In this case, I believe the good
intentions are to protect the homeland, so that I understand. I think the program he put into place is flawed. Well
intentioned, but flawed, because it didn't take into consideration those who had green cards."
He recognizes that most of the Sept. 11 hijackers came from countries not on the list.
"Call it a glaring omission or politically correct, I don't know," Lewis said. "Clearly this was dealt with based more on
geography than religion or ethnicity."
Even if some faith leaders don't feel it's the right thing to do, Mote figures they may be echoing what they think their
congregations want.
"Am I going to shoot myself in the foot?" she asked. "Will people vote with their feet or their pocketbooks?"
Episcopal Bishop Robert Wright says the measure puts America's identity at stake.
"We have to be careful not to make this just about political personalities," Wright said. "That's really too small. This is
about American identity and allowing fear to make us something we are not.
"What we are is stated at the base of the Statue of Liberty: 'Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning
to breathe free, the wretched refuse of your teeming shore. Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to me, I lift my lamp
beside the golden door!'
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Muslim students reflect on college experience in book
Miguel Pena
The recently published anthology "Growing Up Muslim: Muslim College Students in America Tell Their Life Stories,"
places the number of students practicing Islam at the College between eight and 13 for each of the classes graduating
between 2011 and 2015. Dartmouth students and alumni contributed 13 of the 14 stories in the compilation, co-edited by
education professor emeritus Andrew Garrod.
Published March 13, the anthology is comprised of 14 biographical memoirs describing and reflecting on the
experiences and struggles faced by Muslim college students in the U.S.
Each story reflects on different themes that include Islamophobia, piety and sexuality.
Garrod said he started to think about bringing together stories from Muslim students' college experiences in 2009. He said
he was interested in capturing the experiences of minority students, as he is intrigued by both the difficulties they
encounter in college and their resilience.
A widespread skepticism exists toward Muslims and Islam in the U.S., Garrod said. He said that Muslims have often been
mistakenly branded as terrorists, particularly after the attacks of Sept. 11.
"People have all sorts of preconceptions, often ill-founded, on Islam and Muslim students," he said. "These stories can
only shed light where there was darkness or ignorance and encourage readers to re-think their assumptions about this
faith."
Garrod said he chose to bring together the stories because he thought collecting autobiographies would give a wider, more
candid representation of the Muslim experience.
"College social life is often not in accordance with the values that these Muslim students hold," Garrod said, citing
alcohol consumption and the prevalence of "random hook-ups."
The book's introduction - written by Eboo Patel, founder of the Chicago-based nonprofit Interfaith Youth Core effectively captures this tension, Garrod said.
"Young Muslims are constantly negotiating the differences between families for whom faith and culture were matters of
honor and North America's youth culture, with its emphasis on questioning, exploring and inventing one's own destiny,"
Patel said in the introduction.
Eight of the 14 stories in "Growing Up Muslim" were written under pseudonyms, as some students felt uncomfortable
writing about topics like homosexuality due their often-controversial nature within the Muslim community, Garrod said.
"If you give them anonymity, they will write about topics that are very personal and powerful," Garrod said. "If you don't,
they are going to say, 'Well, I can't admit that my father was an alcoholic, I can't admit my sister had a major eating
disorder, I can't admit I was sent away for two terms from Dartmouth because of plagiarism," he said.
Abdul-Rashid Alhassan '16, who said he actively practiced Islam until recently, said he did not find it very difficult to
adjust to being one of few Muslim students at Dartmouth, in part because he went to a Catholic high school.
Dartmouth provides many opportunities for Muslims to congregate, he said, including during Eid al-Fitr, a religious
celebration that occurs at the end of Ramadan.
"I think the Muslim community on campus does a good job of finding each other and being cohesive," Alhassan said.
"Outside of worship, there is also a sense of community and a cultural aspect of Islam."
Sharjeel Syed '16, a board member of the Muslim student association Al-Nur, said he actively practices Islam at
Dartmouth. His religion, he said, profoundly impacts his life regardless of where he is.
"[Islam] is kind of how I live my life," he said. "It basically directs how I eat and how I sleep."
Syed said that because of the College's religious diversity, he did not experience a shock when he moved from San Antonio
to Hanover.
"At Dartmouth, people are generally more accepting, a lot more interested and educated, so they don't have ignorant biases
against other faiths," he said.
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Al-Nur president Hamza Abbasi '16 said Dartmouth provides him with a sense of community and an opportunity to meet
Muslims from across the U.S. and the world.
Abbasi said he decided to attend Dartmouth in part because of a dinner organized by Al-Nur that he attended during
Dimensions. Al-Nur plays a crucial role in providing spaces for gatherings and social events for the Muslim community,
he said, citing the association's termly potluck dinner.
Garrod co-edited "Growing Up Muslim" with executive director of the Alliance for Inclusion and Prevention Robert
Kilkenny. The two have worked together on similar anthologies, including "Mi Voz, Mi Vida," "Adolescent Portraits,"
"Mixed" and "Balancing Two Worlds."
Students and alumni whose essays were included in the anthology did not respond to request for comment by press time.
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Profiles in Haste
Jasper Hicks
On January 4th, the United States government put into place a round of security measures that it hopes will be a
"significant enhancement of our security posture." What these new measures call for is the screening of 100 percent of
passengers from 14 countries deemed "terrorism-prone." On that list are countries such as Nigeria and Yemen where
Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab was respectively raised and trained along with other African and Middle Eastern nations,
North Korea and Cuba. All passengers from these countries and possibly non-citizens passing through them will be subject
to a full-body pat down and extra scrutiny of their baggage regardless of race or creed under the new guidelines that went
into effect Monday.
Some supporters of this reform have touted it as a step in the right direction, leading eventually to profiling nationalities,
creeds, genders and ages from which the United States government believes terrorists come. Lt. General Tom
McInerney, for instance, proposed on Fox News a more in depth system to the one enacted Monday, deeming it
necessary that every Muslim between the ages of 18 and 28 be strip-searched before flying.
But this new round of measures, along with the system McInerney envisions, is quite shortsighted. Profiling based on the
14 "terrorism-prone" countries assumes terrorism to be a static entity. Such specific targeting assumes that terrorism is
located within the confines of specific state borders in specific regions of the world. Likewise, these new measures
narrowly focus on known terrorists, failing to target terrorists that may have been recruited from non-"terrorism-prone"
countries as well as domestic terrorists (the massacre at Fort Hood comes to mind). These enacted measures thus fail to
recognize the ability of terrorists to recruit worldwide.
Like the measures that required all passengers to remain in their seats for the last hour of the flight, this statute also
punishes the innocent for the actions and intentions of the guilty. While noncitizens whose travel itineraries send them
through "terrorism-prone" countries will be searched, the 14 countries' citizens will be profiled regardless of their trips'
origins. This not only unfairly targets many innocent men and women, but it also targets the men and women we
desperately need to recruit to combat terrorism abroad. Cooperation with these countries and their citizens is what will
help us combat terrorism in the long-term. With the measures enacted on Monday, we risk alienating a key population in
the fight against terrorism.
One such member of this key population is Dr. Alhaji Umaru Mutallab, Abdulmutallab's father, who went to the U.S
Embassy prior to the Christmas Day attack to warn of his son's possible radicalization. If we alienate similar men and
women, we will lose those red flags in the future.
In addition to the problems with the profiling that went into effect on Monday, even more troubles are associated with the
racial, ethnic and age profiling proposed by McInerney. The belief that terrorists cannot recruit members older than 28 or
younger than 18 is illogical. If we have not learned by now, terrorism is about surprise. Terrorists will recruit new members
from places and of ages we would not expect to foil such systems of profiling.
It would also be nearly impossible to profile based on religion. With such a statement, I believe McInerney and others
have wrongly assumed that all Muslims look like Arab Muslims. In reality, Muslims come in all colors. They are not just
Arabs. In fact, a majority of Muslims are not Arabs.
The correct move the government should have made here instead of enacting new measures on top of old ones is to focus
on correcting our current system that did anything but work like "clockwork" as Homeland Security Secretary Janet
Napolitano concluded after the Christmas Day attack. To President Obama's credit, he ordered a review of our intelligence
system. But instead of rushing to create a blanket of false security that probably will not even stop many terrorists, the
United States should have used this foiled attack as an opportunity to boast America's unwillingness to balk in the face of
terrorism.
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President Trump executes his inner bigotry
David Marino
On Friday, President Donald Trump signed an executive order largely fulfilling the ban on Muslims entering the
United States that he had promised during his campaign.
Whether you frequent a mosque or not, it should be the responsibility for all ASU students to stand against such bigotry
against Muslims, especially those who are defenseless as refugees.
The order indefinitely bars Syrian refugees from entering the United States, suspends all refugees for 120 days and blocks
all citizens of seven countries from entering the United States for 90 days. Those countries? Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia,
Sudan, Syria and Yemen. I wonder what those countries all have in common.
And in case you didn't already believe that this executive order wasn't soaked in islamophobia, President Trump said later
that day that he would prioritize Christian refugees, essentially establishing a religious test for entering into the U.S.
President Trump says that he is going to put in new "extreme vetting" measures for refugees coming here in the future.
Maybe in the interim he'll find out that the process is already pretty extreme, and also discover the fact that refugees have
never perpetrated a single fatal terrorist attack in the U.S.
Other than possibly being unconstitutional, Trump's action is horrendously immoral in too many ways to count. First and
foremost, completely halting Syrian refugees, and all refugees for 120 days will hurt some of the most defenseless people
on earth.
These are people fleeing a war that has killed more than an estimated 400,000 people, that has completely ravaged a
culturally beautiful nation beyond repair. They saw their friends and family members fall to the ground around them,
whether killed by forces of the Syrian Government, Russia or ISIS. I get progressively more angry thinking about that we
are just going to let these people die en masse when we can do something.
But why does my opinion matter? Why don't we hear the opinion of those who are either affected or know those who are?
Babak Rezaee is currently studying for a Ph.D in political science from ASU. Rezaee will be graduating from ASU next
year, and he was looking forward to being able to see his parents at his graduation. Now, he fears that because of the
restrictions, they will not be able to come.
"It's in everyone's culture that you celebrate your graduation with your parents, your family," Rezaee said. "You want to
share your success with your family, the people you love."
Emergency rally for Muslim, refugee, and immigrant rights at ASU and downtown Tempe. #12news more tonight on
@12News at 10pm pic.twitter.com/tzfMWED1Ww
Kinan Moufti, a pre-med freshman, is the publicist for the ASU chapter of Students Organize for Syria, an organization
that advocates for the Syrian people in the wake of the Syrian Revolution and resulting war. They work directly with
Syrian refugees, helping them with their school work, teaching them English and helping them integrate into American
culture.
Moufti says that he was shocked at the executive order, because of the extensive vetting process that already exists for
those coming from Syria.
"It's a shocker to me because America is shutting down their doors to people that are just running for their lives," Moufti
said. "We believe that the country can bring benefits to them, and that we're really making a big difference in their lives."
Sometimes you just have to look at your own history to realize the horror of what is happening.
Ben Cooper is a freshman philosophy major at ASU. On Sunday, he participated in a protest at Sky Harbor International
Airport after the order. Calling the action "evil," he said that he felt an obligation to come, given that his ancestors had
fled anti-Jewish violence in Russia in the 1910s.
"I'm Jewish, and we as a people know what happens when refugees leave the country they are trying to flee," Cooper said.
"I would not be here if they hadn't let refugees into the United States."
Today, we often ask ourselves why we let an atrocity like the Holocaust happen. It was exactly the same reason we are
letting the Syrian war happen: because we dehumanized a group of suffering people, to the point where did not want to
let them into the United States. Anne Frank today is a Syrian girl, and we care just as little about her suffering.
I would like to see Trump explain this executive order to the family of Aylan Kurdi, a 3-year-old boy who drowned while
trying to escape Syria.
Maybe then he would realize the real meaning of his executive action: bigotry.
Reach the columnist at Marinodavidjr@gmail.com or follow @Marinodavidjr on Twitter.
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Editor's note: The opinions presented in this column are the author's and do not imply any endorsement from The State
Press or its editors.
Want to join the conversation? Send an email to opiniondesk.statepress@gmail.com Keep letters under 300 words and be
sure to include your university affiliation. Anonymity will not be granted.
Like The State Press on Facebook and follow @statepress on Twitter.
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Muslims come to Victoria's aid after mosque burns
Corpus Christi Caller-Times; Julie Garcia
For members of the Islamic Society of Southern Texas, a mosque fire in Victoria "hit too close to home."
"A mosque in a Muslim community ... it's literally the heart of our community," said Fiona Tagari, a member of
the Corpus Christi mosque. "A lot of us are immigrants. We don't have families here, so it's where we make our
families. Congregants become extended families."

Local members, including Dr. Samer Jifi Bahlool, traveled back and forth to the site of the Victoria Islamic Center on
Saturday and again Sunday after news broke an early morning fire destroyed the mosque.
Jifi Bahlool said the Victoria's center is a sister mosque to Corpus Christi.
"Yesterday was very shocking. A lot of members were crying, including the imam (prayer leader)," he said said. "It was
somber feeling. Seeing their mosque, and then all of a sudden, there's nothing left of it."
The cause of the mosque fire is unknown and being investigated by the Victoria Fire Marshal's Office, the state fire
marshal's office and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, according to the Victoria Advocate.
In the past month, there have been two other mosque fires nationwide, including one in Bellevue, Washington, and another
in Lake Travis. The Bellevue mosque was determined to be arson. Lake Travis fire officials are investigating the cause
of the fire at the Islamic Center of Lake Travis, which was nearing completion and scheduled to open in the spring,
according to the Austin American Statesman.
Abe Ajrami, a Victoria mosque spokesman, asked the public to "not politicize the situation" and "give a chance to law
enforcement" to determine the fire's cause.
Rep. Blake Farenthold, R-Corpus Christi, emailed a statement to the Caller-Times about the fire. Farenthold also
represents Victoria and surrounding areas.
"While we wait for law enforcement to complete a thorough investigation, I would remind residents that Victoria is a
caring community and a wonderful place to live," Farenthold wrote. "I truly hope this was an accident and not something
done out of misguided anger."
The Victoria mosque also was burglarized earlier this month, and the Corpus Christi mosque has been targeted by vandals
on several occasions.
The fire occurred hours after President Donald Trump signed an executive order barring citizens of seven Muslimmajority countries from entering the U.S. Since then, a number of immigrants have been detained at airports across the
country, including Austin and Dallas.
Hundreds of people assembled outside the terminals at Austin-Bergstrom International Airport to denounce the president's
order.
Meanwhile, the president of the University of Texas issued a statement Sunday saying the the state's largest institution of
higher learning has 110 students, faculty members and scholars who are citizens of the countries named in Trump's order.
"Many of the UT community members from the affected countries are currently in the United States and we strongly
encourage them to refrain from international travel at this time," University President Gregory Fenves said in his letter.
"To those who are abroad, please exercise caution and know that we are doing everything we can regarding your return
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to UT. My leadership team is monitoring the impact of the order. As its meaning is clarified, we will continue
communicating with those affected."
Tagari emigrated from South Africa during 1990s-era apartheid, so she could provide a better life for her children.
"What's happened in the last few days feels a lot like apartheid," she said. "(People are being) targeted for religion ... it
doesn't sit too well."
Jifi Bahlool immigrated to the United States from Syria in the early 1990s. He said he does not have family directly
affected by the travel ban.
"Basically, I think the ban is un-American, inhumane and is cutting families off from each other," he said. "It's biased and
bigoted."
More than $700,000 has been donated by about 16,000 people to help rebuild the Victoria Islamic Center. Donations have
come from as far away as European countries.
Dr. Haroon Patel, who was most recently in the news for being part of the medical team that separated conjoined twins
last year, said mosques across the country are targets.
"Since before the election of Trump and certainly since then, people have become emboldened," Patel said. "This is no
accident that it has come to the forefront."
Corpus Christi members offered emotional support this weekend to their brothers and sisters in Victoria, and have plans
for fundraisers, Patel said.
While in Victoria, Jifi Bahlool was encouraged and amazed by the outpouring of love and support from the local
community and elsewhere.
"America is still a good place with a lot of good people around who are kind," he said. "I think it unified a lot of people."
Staff writer John Moritz with the USA Today Austin Bureau contributed to this report.
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Hundreds turn out in Missoula to protest travel ban targeting Muslims
KASEY BUBNASH Special to the Missoulian
Since Amer Alsaiari moved from Saudi Arabia to the United States nine years ago, the 17-year-old said he, like
most Muslims, has experienced acts of hatred because of his faith in Islam.
It hasn't always been easy, but Alsaiari said he's noticed something else, too: there are a lot of people fighting for
his rights.
Alsaiari was one of several hundred protesters at the Missoula Peace March on Sunday, where community members
walked in solidarity with the Muslim, refugee and immigrant population in Montana and the nation.
The march came after a day of confusion and protests at the nation's airports, as already vetted refugees were prevented
from entering the country because of an executive order signed Friday by President Trump that banned entry for refugees
and immigrants from seven mostly Muslim countries.
The ban does not include Saudi Arabia, where Alsaiari is originally from. But while it doesn't directly affect him, Alsaiari
said he would fight to educate those around him. When someone is anti-Muslim, Alsaiari said, it's typically because
they've been misinformed about the religion and its followers.
"I try to ask what they know about Islam and what I can do to change their opinions," Alsaiari said before he joined the
march on North Higgins Avenue. Sometimes, Alsaiari said he is able to sway a person's judgments of Muslim culture.
Photos: Missoula Peace March
Other times, the prejudice remains.
"But my parents always tell me to just believe in myself, so I'm proud to be different," Alsaiari said. "We should all be
OK with our differences. No matter what your religions are, you're one of us."
***
Missoulians have been marching for peace almost every weekend since Election Day. But organizer Ilana McCloud
teamed up with Standing Alongside America's Muslims (SALAM) after several Montanans testified in favor of a bill
proposed last week in Helena that McCloud called "racist, unjust and unprecedented.''
Senate Bill 97 would ban the application of foreign law in state courts, including "Sharia law," a term used to describe
the religious governance followed by those who practice Islam. Courts all over the U.S. consider provisions of religious
laws, including Jewish and Roman Catholic canon law, so long as they don't violate the Constitution.
McCloud said she heard about the bill and immediately contacted SALAM, a Missoula organization dedicated to
supporting local Muslims "through education, understanding and informed, respectful discussion."
Nearly a thousand people gathered for the Missoula Peace March in Caras Park on Sunday afternoon.
Then Trump's executive order was issued Friday, sparking protests around the country. As a result, hundreds more than
normal turned out for Sunday's march here.
At the height of the march, McCloud estimated the size at 1,000 participants.
"The timing was unbelievable," McCloud said, adding that while it feels nice to march, more must come in the future.
"We're having a Missoula Rises meeting at Imagine Nation Brewing, where we'll be writing to legislators and teaching
people how to be heard,'' she said. That meeting, also known to many as a "civic work party," is scheduled at 6 p.m. Feb.
1.
Eamon Ormseth, a SALAM organizer and Arabic teacher, was shocked when he heard about the bans on entry to the
United States. Missoula is home to 56 refugees, half from countries with significant Muslim populations, Ormseth said,
and it was planning to take more.
"This executive order is unconstitutional," Ormseth said as he walked down North Higgins Avenue.
Missoulians were encouraged to speak and make signs supporting the Muslim, refugee and immigrant community in
Missoula and around the country.
As the group flooded the sidewalks, chants broke out and cars honked in support. People inside coffee shops and
restaurants ran outside to cheer.
One man smoking a cigarette outside turned to a friend and said, "So these people don't have jobs, huh? Got nothing
better to do?"
Among the protesters were those against Trump's plan to build a wall along the border with Mexico. Protesters chanted,
"No hate, no wall, Missoula is home to all."
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Protesters hold up signs and cheer near the corner of Broadway and Higgins Avenue.
Ormseth said the anti-Muslim sentiment in America typically stems from a deep fear of terrorism, and it can be
challenging to debate those who are fearful. Ormseth said finding common ground during a disagreement can be helpful.
American values, for example, include the freedom to practice any religion, and the similarities between Islam and
Christianity are significant.
Ormseth said rather than lecturing people who disagree, the best way to support Muslims, refugees and immigrants in
the community is to get educated. He suggested reading up on Islam and current events.
The next step, he said, is to flood legislators' phone lines and push against anything that is prejudice.
"I don't think this is a partisan issue," Ormseth said. "I think this is blatant discrimination."
U.S. Sen. Steve Daines disagrees, and said the safety of U.S. citizens should be prioritized while existing programs are
examined to ensure terrorists aren't entering the nation.
"We are at war with Islamic terrorists," Daines said, "and anything less than 100 percent verification of these refugees'
backgrounds puts our national security at risk."
The Cato Institute, a libertarian think tank, said foreigners from the seven banned countries have killed no Americans in
terrorist attacks in the U.S. since well before 9/11. Osama bin Laden and al-Qaeda were born in Saudi Arabia, which was
one of the countries not included in the ban.
"Ninety-five percent of the Muslim world is against ISIS and terrorism and we're alienating them," Ormseth said. "It's an
Arab-Muslim ban on countries Trump isn't doing business with."
The marchers began walking from Caras Park around 1:30 p.m. and worked their way up Higgins Avenue to the XXX's
and back to The Wilma Theater by 2:30 p.m.
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Yiannopoulos talks at UNM, touches on immigration, progressive movement,
Islam
Nikole Mckibben
After weeks of not knowing for certain whether the University would allow the event to go on as scheduled, polarizing
right-wing Breitbart writer Milo Yiannopoulos was met with acceptance and some resistance inside the SUB Ballroom
Friday night, where he touched on immigration, Muslims in America and his distaste for the progressive movement.
Yiannopoulos' speech, titled "America Deserves Borders," was part of his country-wide "Dangerous Faggot Tour," which
has encountered opposition and, in some places, violence.
Yiannopoulos cast these leftist activist and minority groups in a negative light, but last night he ensured that no one was
in a bubble. The speaker is known to be a provocateur in many places.
"2017 is the year social justice f***ing dies," Yiannopoulos said.
Protesters were in the audience, and yelled out in opposition at various points, particularly when Yiannopoulos said
women in Islam were suppressed more than any other group.
A Donald Trump supporter holds a sign as alt-right personality Milo Yiannopoulos speaks Friday, Jan. 27, 2017.
One woman wearing a hijab who stood up and repeatedly called him a "hatemongerer" was escorted out by police
as Yiannopoulos said, "You're wearing a hijab in the United States, what is wrong with you?"
He touted the importance of free speech, and commended acting President Chaouki Abdallah for suspending a portion of
the policy that requires groups pay a security fee for free speech events.
or tags on article template page. The placement should appear just "below-the-fold", meaning that a user needs to scroll
down slightly to see the video. Be sure that if you article page also has an "inline" ad unit that plays within the text that
the two ad units do not overlap. */ -->
Abdallah released a University-wide memo earlier in the week outlining UNM values on free speech.
"UNM must be a place in which we can freely debate difficult questions in a respectful, inclusive way," he wrote. "Free
exchange of ideas is vital to our mission as a university. However, these times bring challenges to preserving a campus
climate that fosters both free speech and respect for others."
Yiannopoulos' remarks on Friday were mostly met with applause from those in attendance, some of it more scattered than
at other points.
A portion of the talk touched on undocumented immigrants, at which point he highlighted crimes allegedly committed by
those coming across the border illegally, a slide with the numbers for Immigration and Customs Enforcement looming
large behind him.
He said the leftist argument that illegal immigrants do the jobs that no one else wants to do is a lie, referring to a story
where a meatpacking plant had all its illegal immigrants deported, and it was forced to hire American workers, and had
to raise wages.
"There is no job too dirty, there are only wages too low driven down by illegal immigration," Yiannopoulos said.
He went on to explain that President Donald Trump is doing the right thing by following other world leaders, and that his
"America first" plans do not have racial overtones.
"You have to get your own house in order before you can help other people," Yiannopoulos said. "You are under no
obligation to let these people into your country."
The event, hosted by UNM College Republicans, drew in a diverse crowd of around 600 people. Some were well aware
of his controversial rhetoric - which protests outside the SUB were associating with white supremacy - and others were
attending out of curiosity.
"I want to see what he actually says, to see if it rises to the level of what everybody seems to be complaining about," said
Dennis Domrzalski while standing in line before the event.
Domrzalski said he has read some of Yiannopoulos' material online, but "nothing extensive."
On the other hand, UNM freshman Jake Duffy has been a fan of Yiannopoulos since high school.
"I'm here to be part of a discussion that I think New Mexico lacks," he said. "Whether you believe Yiannopoulos is
moderate or far right, it is good to have an opinion or political conversation in a place where we severely lack it."
Duffy went on to say that he likes that Yiannopoulos "says and does what he wants, and sparks a political conversation."
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No one should be silenced for having an opinion, he said, echoing the argument that College Republicans have utilizing
to justify the event.
"Regardless of where you are on the (political) spectrum, everybody should have the right to speak their mind," Duffy
said.
He said he feels like protesters calling Yiannopoulos supporters 'Nazis' is taking it too far.
"I understand why people would use the words Nazi or fascist to describe Yiannopoulos supporters, but at the same time
it is not right to condemn anybody," Duffy said.
Nikole McKibben is a news reporter at the Daily Lobo. She can be reached at news?@dailylobo.com or on Twitter
?@nmckibben92.
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Briefs: N.Y. MUSLIM ATTACKED BY BUSINESSMAN

NEW YORK A businessman attacked a Muslim employee at a Kennedy Airport lounge, kicking her, shouting
obscenities at her and saying that President Donald Trump "will get rid of all of you," authorities said.
Robin Rhodes, of Worcester, Mass., approached Rabeeya Khan, who wears a hijab, at the Sky Club in Terminal
2 while she was sitting in the utility office Wednesday, authorities said.
Khan told police that Rhodes came to the door and went on a profanity laced tirade, asking her if she was praying.
The 60 year old Khan asked Rhodes what she had done to him and Rhodes said she'd done nothing, authorities
said. He then cursed at her and kicked her in the leg, Khan told police.
Khan ran out of the office to the front desk at the club, authorities said. Rhodes, 57, followed her, got down on his
knees and began to bow down to imitate Muslim prayers and shouted obscenities, investigators said.
Daughter of Malcolm X arrested in Maryland A daughter and granddaughter of slain black nationalist Malcolm X have
been charged with stealing a rental truck that was found in southern Maryland carrying seven pit bulls in what police
described Friday as inhumane conditions.
Malikah Saban Shabazz, 51, of Berlin, N.H., and her daughter Bettih Bahiyah Shabazz, 19, of Stark, N.H., were released
in Charles County on Thursday after posting bond of $2,000 each, according to online court records.
Officials: Students plotted Columbine style attackthe villages, Fla. Authorities say two students who were plotting a
Columbine style attack at a central Florida middle school have been arrested.
Sumter County Sheriff's officials said in a news release that the boys, ages 13 and 14, planned the attack at The Villages
Charter Middle School for Friday.
Deputies say rumors about a shooting began circulating Tuesday. The 13 year old was questioned as he arrived at school
Wednesday and told deputies he and another boy had talked about the plot. When the older boy was questioned, he
mentioned the 1999 Columbine High School shooting in Colorado.
Lawmaker robbed while carrying storm donationscolumbus, ga. A Georgia lawmaker is recovering from a gunshot wound
after he says he was shot behind an adult entertainment store while traveling with several thousand dollars in donations
for storm relief efforts.
State Rep. Gerald Greene, 69, had stopped for gas in Columbus when he was shot in the leg Thursday, a spokesman for
Georgia House Speaker David Ralston told statehouse reporters.
But Greene told WRBL TV of Columbus he was in a parking lot behind Foxes Cinema, an adult entertainment store.
Greene told the station he planned to visit a nearby liquor store where he buys lottery tickets when he was shot. A news
crew from the station found fresh blood on the concrete behind the adult store, the station reported.
Knights of Malta, pope face offrome The Knights of Malta is still insisting on its sovereignty in its showdown with the
Vatican, even after Pope Francis effectively took control of the ancient religious order and announced a papal delegate
would govern it through a "process of renewal."
The Knights' current grand master, Fra' Matthew Festing, was at work Friday at the order's swanky Rome palazzo near
the Spanish Steps, pending a meeting of his governing council to either accept or reject his resignation.
Festing, a 67 year old British aristocrat, met Tuesday with Francis and said he would resign after he lost an internal power
struggle that started with a scandal over condoms.
West Va. governor's firm owes $4.6M in finesmorgantown, w.va. Mining operations controlled by West Virginia Gov.
Jim Justice haven't paid $4.6 million in safety fines and penalties, according to federal authorities.
The Mine Safety and Health Administration said that was the unpaid balance as of Wednesday. Most of it is at the Treasury
Department for collection.
Some operations have an installment agreement with the federal agency that covers $571,000 of the debt and paid
$975,000 previously, according to the federal office.
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Justice listed 50 companies involved in mining in his financial disclosure last year at the state ethics commission. He has
said he'll put his businesses now run by his children in a blind trust while governor. The ethics commission hasn't approved
such a trust.
The governor's office didn't immediately reply to requests Friday for comment.
19 miners rescued in Boliviala paz, bolivia Bolivian police on Friday rescued 19 wildcat miners who were trapped inside
a mine by a rival group using dynamite.
Police said that about 100 miners used dynamite blasts to block the mine's entrance and took control of another way out
of the Asientos mine. The trapped miners were later rescued unharmed from the silver, lead and zinc mine that is located
some 200 miles southeast of the Bolivian capital.
Police said that miners on both sides had begun mediated talks with local authorities to resolve their conflict over the
mine's resources.
Clashes between wildcat miners are frequent in the mining dependent Andean nation.
Denver Post wire reports
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Many in the Muslim World See a Provocation: Islam Itself as a Problem
BYLINE: By DECLAN WALSH; Reporting was contributed by Tim Arango and Karam Shoumali from Istanbul;
Omar Al-Jawoshy from Baghdad; Mujib Mashal and Jawad Sukhanyar from Kabul, Afghanistan; and Nour Youssef
from Cairo.

CAIRO -- Across the Muslim world, the refrain was resounding: President Trump's freeze on refugee arrivals and visa
requests from seven predominantly Muslim countries will have major diplomatic repercussions, worsen perceptions of
Americans and offer a propaganda boost to the terrorist groups Mr. Trump says he is targeting.
Mr. Trump's stance has been evident since the early days of his campaign, when he advocated a ''complete and
total shutdown'' of all Muslims entering the United States.
President Trump has since softened his language, casting his order on Friday as a way to keep terrorists, not Muslims,
out of the United States.
''We don't want them here,'' Mr. Trump said as he signed the order at the Pentagon. ''We want to ensure that we are not
admitting into our country the very threats our soldiers are fighting overseas.''
But in interviews with dozens of officials, analysts and ordinary citizens across Muslim-majority countries, there
was overwhelming agreement that the order issued Friday signaled a provocation: a sign that the American
president sees Islam itself as the problem.
''I think this is going to alienate the whole Muslim world,'' said Mouwafak al-Rubaie, a lawmaker and former Iraqi
national security adviser in Iraq.
''Terrorists can say, 'See, their aim is not terror but Muslims,' '' said Ilter Turan, a professor of international relations at
Bilgi University in Istanbul.
For years, American policy in much of the Muslim world has been an exercise in pragmatism, framed by a transactional
ethos and the bloodshed of several wars.
Yet even as President George W. Bush and then President Barack Obama launched military action or covert strikes, they
publicly stressed their commitment to religious tolerance, and that there was no American war on Islam.
Now, according to some of America's most experienced veterans of Arab diplomacy, that important distinction has been
compromised -- and along with it America's relationship with the very people it is seeking to befriend.
''The Islamic State says it is leading the war against the U.S.,'' said Ryan C. Crocker, who served as the United States
ambassador to five Muslim countries, including Afghanistan, Iraq and Lebanon, between 1990 and 2012. ''Now it only
has to pump out our press releases to prove that.''
Mr. Trump's executive order will alienate the pro-Western elites that Americans turn to for help in Muslim countries,
Mr. Crocker said. And it broke promises to people who have risked their lives to help American soldiers or diplomats.
''You know, we can be cynical about these things, but values count,'' Mr. Crocker said. ''This is a core identity of ours
that we are repudiating in a very callous fashion. What do we do -- get a new inscription on the Statue of Liberty?''
The ban on entry to the United States will affect citizens of Syria, Iran, Iraq, Somalia, Sudan, Libya and Yemen, who
will be prohibited from entering the country for 90 days until the Trump administration tightens up visa controls that
many feel are already excessively stringent.
Refugees from Syria, whom Mr. Trump portrayed during his election campaign as potential Islamic State infiltrators,
will be barred indefinitely from the country.
But even in countries not directly affected by the ban, it sent a dispiriting signal.
''It gives the impression that America is no longer the country it used to be,'' said Ammar Ali Hassan, a prominent
Egyptian novelist. ''It is no longer open to skilled people from across the world. It is no longer the land of dreams.''
Muslims in many Western countries have felt the brunt of paranoia and racial discrimination as Islamic State attacks
have continued in the past year and the public furor over immigration has grown.
In France, armed policemen confronted a Muslim woman on a beach and forced her to remove her clothing as
part of a ban on burka-like swimsuits. Hate speech against Muslims soared in Britain after the vote in June to
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leave the European Union. There have been numerous reports of Muslims being harassed in the United States
since Mr. Trump's election.
Now Muslims from abroad face the prospect of ''extreme vetting'' to enter the country -- if they can secure a visa at all.
On Wednesday, Mr. Trump, in his first television interview as president, framed his policy in the tones of a wider
religious conflict when he referred to the Islamic State as a product of the Middle Ages that singles out Christians for
execution, though the group has killed countless Muslims around the world.
On Friday, Mr. Trump said that once the United States resumed the intake of refugees, Christians would receive priority.
Until recently, ''If you were a Muslim you could come in, but if you were a Christian, it was almost impossible,'' he told
Christian Broadcasting News.
In fact, the United States accepts tens of thousands of Christian refugees. According to the Pew Research Center, almost
as many Christian refugees (37,521) were admitted as Muslim refugees (38,901) in the 2016 fiscal year.
Many Muslims have long viewed America's vision of itself as hypocritical and its idealism as degraded. After years of
grinding war in countries like Afghanistan and Iraq, there is a growing belief that even many Americans do not truly
believe talk about America being a ''shining city on the hill'' that seeks to do good in the world.
''Trump has dispensed with the politeness, but that wasn't fooling people before,'' said Karl Sharro, a Lebanese-Iraqi
architect and commentator who is based in London. ''In being honest about these draconian measures, a lot of people will
say that at least we know where we stand now.''
In a recent article for Politico, Mr. Sharro drew on the growing similarities between the United States' political scene
and that of many Arab countries, with allegations of vote rigging, feuds involving the security services, accusations of
foreign meddling and vicious arguments between the country's leader and the media.
''I just collected what everyone is saying in Arab countries,'' he said. ''It's a kind of schadenfreude.''
Mr. Sharro said he was insulted by suggestions that the visa ban might help create a new cadre of radicalized Muslims.
''The assumption that these people are going to flip into terrorists and start attacking the United States is driven by some
very condescending liberal assumptions,'' he said.
Visiting the United States can already be a demeaning process for many Muslims. Refugees have to go through an
exhaustive 18-month security clearance program, while visitors on tourist or business visas have complained of being
sometimes singled out at American airports.
''Only Americans suffer from the delusion that Muslims are not already being extensively racially profiled at immigration
counters when they enter the United States,'' said Ali Dayan Hasan, a human rights consultant from Pakistan who has
regularly visited the United States since 2001.
Notably, even though Mr. Trump's ban is ostensibly based on security concerns, it excludes countries like Saudi Arabia,
the United Arab Emirates and Pakistan, whose citizens have been responsible for some of the most serious terrorist plots
against the United States since 2001. Those countries are harder to push around. Pakistan has nuclear weapons, Saudi
Arabia is a major source of oil, and the United Arab Emirates is a major source of investment. Mr. Trump's company has
a golf club in Dubai and holdings related to a possible hotel venture in Saudi Arabia.
Arab leaders in countries unaffected by the visa ban may not respond with outright criticism of the United States, possibly
waiting to see what active steps Mr. Trump takes in the region's many crises.
There is also a question of moral debt. Many Iraqis and Afghans who have worked for the United States since 2001,
often as interpreters, say they were promised resettlement in the United States to save them from attack at home. During
the Obama administration, a program to grant special visas to interpreters was continued, even as the process was delayed
by resistance in Congress and ever stricter security screening procedures.
The new measures announced by Mr. Trump now place those promises in jeopardy, said Mr. Crocker, who since retiring
from the foreign service has helped several interpreters get resettled in the United States. The measures, he said, also send
an ominous message to anyone who might consider working for the American government in the future.
''We are effectively saying to past, current and potential future interpreters,'' he said, ''that we want them to work with us
and risk their lives in the field -- confident in the knowledge that they will be hung out to dry.''
Follow Declan Walsh @declanwalsh on Twitter.
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U.S. Muslims in Trump era experiencing a mix of despair and resolve
Four days after President Donald Trump was inaugurated, mental health counselors hosted a webinar on how their fellow
American Muslims could cope. They surveyed the political landscape: a White House framing Islam itself as a threat,
a surge in anti-Muslim hostility and suspicion of immigrants in general.
The counselors offered tips such as limiting time on social media. And they cautioned against withdrawing in
discouragement, worried about losing whatever foothold Muslims have gained in public life since the crucible of Sept.
11.
"It's very easy to tell a story of victimization, fear, feeling ... not welcome in our own home," said Ben Herzig, a
Massachusetts therapist with a specialty in Muslim mental health. "But the narrative of Islam in American can be a positive
one."
While many express alarm at Trump's statements, Muslim leaders are pushing back. They are organizing protests, hosting
elected officials at their mosques, building ties with other faith groups and encouraging Muslims to run for elected office.
Many of these initiatives had been planned before the general election, but have taken on a new urgency since then.
Trump signed an executive order Friday setting "new vetting measures" to keep "radical Islamic terrorists" out of the
United States. The order was expected to indefinitely stop Syrian refugee entry into the U.S. and suspend issuing visas
for people from other majority-Muslim countries. The new president and his supporters insist his measures are needed to
strengthen national security.
Meanwhile, a Texas state lawmaker recently sent a provocative survey to local Muslim leaders asking, among other
things, their views of Islamic law and whether they would pledge not to harm Muslims who left the faith. On Wednesday,
a businessman attacked a Muslim airline employee at New York's Kennedy Airport, kicking her, shouting obscenities at
her and saying that Trump "will get rid of all of you," authorities said.
"The discourse has shifted from good Muslims and bad Muslims to, 'How bad is the Muslim you're talking about?' " said
attorney Hassan Ahmad, an immigration law specialist in Virginia with many clients from Muslim countries.
Muslim leaders acknowledge they are in a relatively weak position from which to advocate, amid the nation's inflamed
mood over immigration, religion and terrorism.
The U.S. is home to only about 3.3 million Muslims, which means just a small number of Americans actually know a
member of the faith. Many U.S. Muslims come from families that only arrived a generation ago. But they have more
organizations, charities and cultural clout than ever, built by a post-9/11 generation eager to assert their American identity.
Companies such as Amazon, Nabisco and CoverGirl recently have featured Muslims in their advertisements. The night
after Trump's inauguration, comic Aziz Ansari, speaking from one of the most influential platforms in pop culture, as host
of "Saturday Night Live," called out anti-Muslim prejudice, white supremacy and other bias that has come to the forefront.
"It's very clear that one of the goals of bigoted language is to make the victims feel isolated and make them feel that they
have no allies and they have no power to get them to be silent and intimidate them and make them give up," said Dalia
Mogahed, director of research for the Institute for Social Policy and Understanding, an American Muslim think-tank.
Last month, about 2,600 people filled the Islamic Society of Boston Cultural Center, for an interfaith event expressing
support for the community. Among the speakers were U.S. Sen. Elizabeth Warren of Massachusetts and Boston Mayor
Marty Walsh.
This month, Wardah Khalid, a 30-year-old graduate of Texas A&M University, started a Washington organization called
Poligon to train American Muslims how to lobby Congress. She got the idea from working as an analyst for the Friends
Committee on National Legislation, a Quaker public policy organization.
"There are other groups visiting (congressional offices) every single day of the year and it makes a difference in terms of
policy asks," Khalid said. She said she's received a strong response to the launch on Facebook and through her website.
"It got a lot of momentum," Khalid said. "People are finally waking up."
Muslims for American Progress, a project just launched by Mogahed's institute, aims to highlight American Muslim
contributions to the country in medicine, science, sports, business and other fields. The profiles are based in part on data
the institute has collected about Muslim professionals.
"For 15 years American Muslims have been asked to tell the world what they condemn versus what they
contribute, and the conversation in this presidential campaign was with one candidate who thought Muslims were
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a cancer and the other who basically thought that Muslims were benign and useful as an instrument of
counterterrorism. But neither of them understood the value of the American Muslim community to our country
outside of counterterror," Mogahed said.
Jerusha Lamptey, a professor of Islam and ministry at Union Theological Seminary, a liberal Christian school in New
York, had just wrapped up the school's first leadership training program for Muslim women when details emerged over
the last week of Trump's plan to sharply restrict refugee flow.
"The scheduling turned out to be very important because it created something for us to do that was constructive and
somewhat hopeful," Lamptey said. "This anxiety for the American Muslim community is not new. But this last year, it's
been wildly out of control."
That angst is causing deep fatigue, especially among Muslim college students and parents desperate to protect their
children, said Kameelah Rashad, founder of the Philadelphia-based Muslim Wellness Foundation, which educates
Muslims on mental health issues. Rashad's son, who is in sixth grade, heard one of his teachers say people upset by
Trump's election "should just get over it." Rashad said
"We are such a small minority in the country overall, so it will really just take more than us standing up and saying, 'This
is inexcusable,'" Rashad said. "We're very resilient, but we also have to comfort our children. We have to figure out if my
place of worship is safe on Friday. How will I be treated at work? There's an emotional exhaustion."
Surveying Trump's first week in office, she said: "I think it will get worse before it gets better."
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Murphy on HuffPost: How Trump Just Made America Less Safe
Senator Chris Murphy just posted this op-ed on Huffington Post:
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/5888fe22e4b0628ad613ddb2?timestamp=1485553271822
Senator Chris Murphy: How Trump Just Made America Less Safe
Donald Trump's long-awaited Muslim ban became a reality today. No, you might say, it's not actually the proposal he
outlined during the campaign. True, the ban doesn't cover every Muslim globally, ju st a set of Muslims from countries
Trump perceives, rather arbitrarily, to be dangerous.
But today's announcement is anchored in his campaign rhetoric, and the fact that every country on today's list is
a Muslim-majority nation confirms that he meant what he said - that Muslims are dangerous and need to be treated
differently than any other set of people.
This is why today's proposal is likely to get Americans killed.
ISIS, the most dangerous of a global array of radical Islamic terrorist groups, is in retreat. Every day, they lose more
territory, and it is only a matter of time before their self-proclaimed caliphate disappears before the world's eyes. The
continual loss of territory robs from ISIS one of their two main rationales for existence - the creation of a geographic
entity based on their perverted interpretation of Islam.
But ISIS has a second purpose - to take part in an imagined global struggle of civilizations between Christians and
Muslims. President Obama and President Bush before him knew the danger of stoking talk of war between east and west.
Obama knew how important this kind of talk was to ISIS's recruitment and expansion, and he went out of his way to tamp
it down.
Trump has now handed ISIS a path to rebirth. They can and will use his announcement today as confirmation that America
is at war with Muslims, especially those Muslims living in desperate circumstances. Their recruitment bulletin boards
will light up with new material. Their entreaties to would-be lone wolf attackers in America will have new energy and
purpose.
All the work we have done to cut down on extremist recruitment at home and abroad now goes out the window. It's a new
day for terrorist recruiters.
And the list is dangerous for other reasons. It makes Americans think that terrorists can be contained simply by focusing
on a few countries that are often in the news. But the real threats to America are much broader than just these countries.
Where is Saudi Arabia on this list" Or Pakistan" Does Trump not recall that the attackers on September 11th came not
from Syria or Iran or Sudan, but from Saudi Arabia, our supposed ally" And what about Europe, a continent that now
enjoys relatively unfettered travel rights to the United States" Radicalized European citizens have already carried out
massive terrorist attacks, and under current law, they can travel to the U.S. without almost any security screening. Terrorist
threats do not originate in one set of countries, and thus a geographic approach is feckless.
If President Trump was serious about tackling the terrorist threat, he would make sure the Europeans were sharing
counterterrorism intelligence with each other, and with us, so we can track potential terrorists no matter what country they
come from. Another commonsense measure would be to ban people on the terrorist watch list from buying deadly firearms
in America. But rather than do any of these things that would actually make Americans safer, Trump is pursuing misguided
policies rooted in bigotry and fear.
And the boon to flailing terrorist groups is just the beginning of the tragedy of today's announcement. During my last trip
to the Middle East, I was upbraided by our allies in the region for our country's refusal to help them with the flow of
refugees out of Iraq and Syria. Over and over they told me, as they had told the Obama Administration, that we would
never be perceived a partner in the fight against Islamic extremism if we washed our hands of the refugee problem.
We assail Libya and Yemen and Syria and Iraq with bombs, and then simply expect other countries to deal with the
consequences. We make the mess, then expect others to clean up. This infuriates our friends and damages our partnerships.
Now, Trump's Muslim ban will risk severing ties between us and many of these nations. They will see our policy as
xenophobic and detrimental to the displaced persons crisis in the region. Our ability to build a truly multi-national response
to extremism will become impossible.
Finally, the decision to turn our backs on millions of men, women, and children attempting to flee torture and terror
shrinks us as a nation, and marks an unconscionable abandonment of our founding principles. Remember, those who
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make it into the U.S. refugee program have survived the worst of the worst - they are those who are so badly injured, so
in danger, that they cannot survive in refugee camps. The vast majority of them are women, young children and the
elderly. They are desperate and scared, and without harbor in the United States, many of them will perish.
We are a nation founded by religious refugees. Over and over, we have opened our doors to those fleeing war and terror.
Jews during the Second World War. The Vietnamese in the 1960s and 1970s. Bosnians and Albanians during the Balkan
War. I am proud to represent Connecticut, a state which is a testament to this past practice. Each time we found ways to
sort out the good guys (99%) from the bad guys (1%). There were terrorists in Vietnam and the Balkans who wanted in we kept them out. We can do the same here. We can protect ourselves from terror and rescue others from terror - these
are not mutually exclusive ends.
And we must do both. Trump's Muslim ban is a moral abomination. It is fundamentally un-American. And it is dangerous
- it will give life back to the terrorist movement and eventually get Americans killed.
We knew today was coming. Trump means what he says, and now his offense ve ramblings against people of Muslim
faith are edified in law. But we don't have to accept it. We must fight this new policy. We must seek to rescind it. We
must let the world know that Trump's discriminatory views do not reflect the true America. And we must rally Americans
who think that keeping Muslims out keeps us safe to understand that this policy does exactly the opposite.
This isn't who we are. It's not who we should be. And I will fight this policy with all that I have.
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Conduct Unbecoming
Since 2003, Texans who are also Muslims have made their biennial visits to Austin a civic project. Held during every
legislative session, Texas Muslim Capitol Day is traditionally a jolly affair, with groups arriving in chartered buses, eating
box lunches, visiting with elected officials and snapping photos on the Statehouse steps.
Unhappily, the event has in recent years become an easy target for ugly and ill-informed protest. In 2015, a small but
noisy group of bigoted, self-styled "Christians" and "patriots" disrupted the proceedings. They shouted during the
program, shoved at least one scheduled speaker away from the microphone, and made a vulgar display of insults and
catcalls while the Muslim visitors were singing "The Star-Spangled Banner."
Such displays by hysterical fringe groups are regrettable. But indulgence in similarly offensive behavior on the part of
elected officials is reprehensible.
In the rush to cash in on Muslim-baiting paranoia, former state Rep. Molly White, R-Belton, took the cake in 2015. She
vacated her office on Texas Muslim Capitol Day, but not before instructing her staffers to insult visitors by demanding
that they "renounce Islamic terrorist groups and publicly announce allegiance to America and our laws."
White lost her re-election bid last year after a single term, but there's a fresh source of embarrassment this time around.
Another freshman legislator, state Rep. Kyle Biedermann, R-Fredericksburg, last week sent an offensive "survey"
to mosques across the state, demanding response from Muslim leaders about their beliefs in Shariah law and about
ideological organizations that claim to oppose Islamic extremism.
The letters, which carried Biedermann's Capitol address, were stamped "urgent." They ordered mosque leaders
to reply by Jan. 20. Texas Muslim Capitol Day is Tuesday.
Biedermann, who seems incapable of experiencing shame, is the same official who once posed as "gay Hitler" at a costume
party fundraiser, and who, during his campaign, invited and then abruptly disinvited lawmakers from a polo match and
alcohol-tasting event that raised ethics questions.
An Austin-based grass-roots network of faith-based groups of all denominations, Texas Impact, has urged mosque leaders
to ignore the letter. The group's president also wrote to Biedermann, characterizing his survey and accompanying letter
as "misleading and intimidating."
Mustafaa Carroll, executive director of the Houston chapter of the Council on American-Islamic Relations, which
sponsors Texas Muslim Capitol Day, offered a response that was dignified if bemused: "All of this foolishness they're
doing, they could spend their time getting better to know us," he said. "They don't have the courage to do that."
In the meantime, Texas Impact has made an appeal of its own directly to Texas lawmakers via its website.
"As leaders of our state, we expect you to stand up against all religious bigotry," the message reads. "The Texas Capitol
is the People's House, and inhospitable actions by any lawmaker will not be tolerated."
We couldn't have said it better ourselves.
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Rob Portman, Ohio senator, says executive order needs vetting as GOP splits on
refugees
Valerie Richardson
President Trump's executive order on refugees met with a mixed reception from Republicans on Sunday, as more protests
were expected at major U.S. airports.
Sen. Rob Portman, Ohio Republican, said he supports making the visa process more secure but that the temporary order
barring U.S. entry from seven Muslim-majority countries could use some vetting.
"One, it's not a ban. However, I do think it was not properly vetted," Mr. Portman said on CNN's "State of the Union."
"So you have an extreme vetting proposal that didn't get the vetting it should have had, and as a result with the
implementation we've seen some problems."
Protests broke out Saturday at major U.S. airports, including those in New York, Boston, Chicago, Los Angeles and
outside Washington, D.C., as opponents denounced the order as anti-Muslim and inconsistent with American values.
So far three Republican senators -- Susan Collins of Maine, Jeff Flake of Arizona and Ben Sasse of Nebraska -- have
criticized the order as too sweeping.
"The President is right to focus attention on the obvious fact that borders matter. At the same time, while not
technically a Muslim ban, this order is too broad," Mr. Sasse said in a statement.
The order bars entry for 90 days from natives of seven mostly Muslim countries -- Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan,
Syria and Yemen -- identified under the Obama administration, while suspending all refugees from entering the country
for 120 days and Syrian refugees indefinitely.
Mr. Portman said it is time to "slow down," citing "hysterical voices on both sides of this."
"Let's make two points: One, our country is not as safe as it should be. We've had plenty of testimony in the last
couple of years about the fact that there's not adequate screening particularly on our visa waiver programs, and
so I do think we need to tighten things up," Mr. Portman said.
"But second, we've got to do it in a way that's consistent with our values and consistent with our national security,"
he said. "We are this beacon of hope and opportunity for the rest of the world. That's our self image and it's also
an important part of our foreign policy."
Former Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal, who ran against Mr. Trump in the Republican presidential primary, said Sunday
the president is "exactly right" about heightening security in response to the threat from radical Islam.
"I just think when you're facing the threat from people who make it very clearly they want to kill us, they want to kill
innocent Americans, this is part of their death culture, I just think it makes common sense to err on the side of protecting
Americans," Mr. Jindal said on "Fox & Friends."
Some green-card holders reportedly were detained at airports on the first day under the executive order, but Mr. Jindal
said the policy includes a provision allowing flexibility.
"I'm sure the administration if they need to tweak the policy going forward, they'll do that," Mr. Jindal said. "The policy
does allow the Department of Homeland Security to make individual exemptions and waivers. The executive order clearly
says, for folks that it's good for America who pose no threat, that it's good for America."
Mr. Portman called for more congressional involvement.
"We ought to be a part of this. We've been working on this," he said
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Trump visa ban sparks travel uncertainty
By, Bart Jansen
"We want to ensure that we are not admitting into our country the very threats our soldiers are fighting overseas."
President Trump
President Trump's order prohibiting visa arrivals from seven countries sparked a federal lawsuit Saturday and concerns
among Muslim and travel groups about rules for people who often spent years applying for permission to enter the U.S.
Two Iraqis - one who worked for the U.S. Army and another for a U.S. contractor - filed a federal lawsuit Saturday
challenging the order after they were denied entry Friday at New York's John F. Kennedy International Airport. Each man
waited years for an immigrant visa.
The National Iranian American Council blasted Trump's order and said not a single person has been killed in the U.S.,
such as fatal attacks in San Bernardino, Calif., or Orlando, by individuals from countries under the ban.
The American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee urged citizens of the targeted countries who are already in the U.S.
not to travel abroad, for fear they won't be allowed to return.
The Urban Justice Center's International Refugee Assistance Project said hundreds of lawyers volunteered in "an
incredible response" to help represent refugees detained after arriving at international airports.
The U.S. Travel Association urged the Trump administration to complete its review of visa travel quickly, as the
government balances security against easy travel.
The reaction came to Trump's order Friday for a 90-day halt to admitting travelers with visas from Iran, Iraq, Libya,
Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen, in an effort to deter terrorism.
He also ordered the secretary of Homeland Security and the director of national intelligence to review visa policy to
determine whether they need more information from any countries in order to approve visas. Reports are due in 30, 60,
90 and 120 days.
"I'm establishing new vetting measures to keep radical Islamic terrorists out of the United States of America. We
don't want them here," Trump said. "We want to ensure that we are not admitting into our country the very
threats our soldiers are fighting overseas."
In his order, Trump cited the 9/11 terrorist attacks. But those 19 hijackers came mostly from Saudi Arabia and not from
any of the seven countries targeted in the order.
The order tightened travel security further than when Congress ordered more scrutiny in December 2015 for visa travel
from some countries. The goal then was to prevent access to the U.S. for foreign fighters who recently trained or fought
in Syria and elsewhere.
Uncertainty over the new order raised broader questions about visa travel, such as whether the ban would apply to citizens
of dual nationality with the seven targeted countries.
Jens David Ohlin, a professor at Cornell Law School, said the order may well violate a congressional statute that "no
person shall receive any preference or priority or be discriminated against in the issuance of an immigrant visa because
of the person's race, sex, nationality, place of birth or place of residence."
The National Iranian American Council said the order would "feed xenophobia and turn Americans against one another."
Tens of thousands of travelers could be affected. The State Department issued more than 600,000 immigrant visas such
as the ones involved in the JFK lawsuit last year. Those included 7,727 to Iranians, 3,660 to Iraqis, 383 to Libyans, 1,797
to Somalians, 2,606 to Sudanese, 2,633 to Syrians and 12,998 to Yemenis. It also granted nearly 11 million non-immigrant
visas in 2015, the most recent year available, including 29,007 Iranians, 11,399 Iraqis, 1,613 Libyans, 219 Somalians,
4,354 Sudanese, 9,003 Syrians and 3,787 Yemenis.
"We want to ensure that we are not admitting into our country the very threats our soldiers are fighting overseas." President
Trump
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Scientists, students, arriving refugees among those blocked
By Laura Crimaldi, Evan Allen, and Maria Sacchetti, Globe Staff
ABSTRACT
An Iranian scientist who was bound for Boston Saturday to begin working at a Harvard Medical School laboratory
searching for cures to tuberculosis, Type 1 diabetes, and rheumatoid arthritis is among the people from predominantly
Muslim countries who have been barred entry to the United.
President Trump's order closing the nation's borders to people from seven predominantly Muslim countries
echoed across Boston's academic institutions and research laboratories Saturday, blocking some scholars from
entering the country and leaving scores more in limbo.
The directive, which also halts refugees worldwide from entering the United States for 120 days, prompted leaders at
schools such as the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Northeastern University to offer support to students and
academics whose lives might be upended by the order.
The full extent of the upheaval triggered by the new rules wasn't immediately clear, and a federal judge's decision late
Saturday night to halt deportations of refugees and those with valid visas added a layer of uncertainty. But research groups
at Harvard Medical School and Brigham and Women's Hospital were among those who lost incoming scholars to the
travel ban.
Late Saturday at the John Joseph Moakley United States Courthouse, immigration lawyers and the American Civil
Liberties Union of Massachusetts filed a suit on behalf of two associate professors from the University of Massachusetts
Dartmouth who are Iranian nationals. According to the suit, Mazdak Pourabdollah Tootkaboni and Arghavan Louhghalam
had been detained at Logan International Airport for three hours that evening under Trump's immigration order.
Attorney Susan Church, who leads the New England chapter of the American Immigration Lawyers Association, said the
professors have since been released but the lawyers remained in court as midnight neared to try to ask a judge to issue an
injunction to prevent US Customs and Border Protection from detaining or expelling someone from the United States
based on Trump's order.
A White House petition was also launched on behalf of an MIT student who was blocked from returning to Boston from
Iran, where she spent winter break at home.
A Northeastern spokesman said the new rules potentially affect more than 200 people at the university, most of whom are
already on campus. Other schools didn't provide tallies.
The order went into effect Friday night and affects travelers from Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria, and Yemen,
including green card holders. US Customs and Border Protection officials didn't respond to messages, but a spreadsheet
created by an MIT professor to track those affected nationwide had 120 to 130 entries by Saturday afternoon.
Most were Iranian nationals and included people who hold green cards, immigrant and nonimmigrant visas, and dual
citizenships.
"It's extremely frustrating. It is disrupting people's lives," said Hazhir Rahmandad, the MIT professor who created the
spreadsheet and shared it on social media.
"We have PhD students who are in trouble. We have a lot of graduate applicants that we might not be able to get. We
have colleagues who are stranded. Some people we might be recruiting for our faculty positions might consider the US
to be untenable," said Rahmandad, who was born in Iran and naturalized as a US citizen in 2010.
He said his parents, who hold green cards, had planned a visit from Iran to celebrate birthdays for their grandchildren,
twins who are turning 2.
"At a personal level, this is not the country that I knew and I trusted and I have adopted as my new home," Rahmandad
said. "I lived through the Iran-Iraq War and I don't think I was as stressed as what I'm facing these days. It's so far from
our values."
Among others whose plans were disrupted was Seyed Soheil Saeedi Saravi, a scientist from Iran, who was planning to
come to Boston with his wife to work at a research laboratory specializing in cardiovascular disease at Brigham and
Women's Hospital.
Now his visa has been suspended for three months.
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"Many Iranians are successful persons in the field of science and trade in US. We are peaceful people and we are out of
political games," Saravi, 30, wrote in an e-mail. "We learn, research, work for development of our country and help to
improve the public health of global populations. . . . I am so sorry for this decision."
Dr. Thomas Michel, a cardiologist who hired Saravi to work in his lab, got the news Friday. He said the travel ban is
jeopardizing the country's position in the scientific community.
"So many people who have been trained in science in this country have gone on to do amazing things in the US and their
home countries," Michel said. "That is being undermined."
Samira Asgari, an Iranian who holds a doctorate from the École Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne in Switzerland, was
traveling to Boston to begin working on a tuberculosis project at a Harvard Medical School laboratory -- but she and her
boyfriend were turned away at the Frankfurt airport.
"They took me a few meters away and took my passport and told me my visa's not valid," Asgari said in a Skype interview
from Switzerland. "I told him I do have a valid visa, but he told me that it doesn't matter. I asked him, 'What can I do
now?,' and he told me to go home."
She would have worked under Dr. Soumya Raychaudhuri, a rheumatologist at Brigham and Women's Hospital, who told
the Globe he "couldn't believe that somebody with a visa with her standing would be denied entry."
Asgari was granted a J-1 Visa to work in the United States, Raychaudhuri said. She was also awarded two years of research
funding from the Swiss National Science Foundation.
"I was really ready to go," Asgari said. "I had done everything right."
At Logan Airport, immigration lawyers hung fliers offering free legal assistance to people affected by Trump's actions.
They were joined by Attorney General Maura Healey, US Senator Elizabeth Warren, and demonstrators who held proimmigration signs with messages such as, "No Ban" and "No Wall."
Healey called Trump's order unconstitutional, saying his actions violated the rights of immigrants who have already been
vetted and have a legal right to return to the United States.
Church said the restriction on green card holders is especially onerous because those people have already gone through
extensive interviews and background checks.
People who enter through the US Refugee Resettlement Program are processed at six airports in places such as New York,
Chicago, and Los Angeles, but not in Boston, she said.
Northeastern's president, Joseph E. Aoun, and several other school officials sent an e-mail to members of the university
community saying they should feel safe there.
"We, the leadership of the university, stand with you and will pursue every means available to safeguard each of you -students, faculty, and staff," the e-mail said.
Dean Cavaretta, the former state director of the Trump campaign, said the executive order is not intended to rid the country
of students and other people who have positively contributed to the economy. He hopes Massachusetts residents will "take
a breath" and give the Trump administration time to create a process for allowing legal residents while keeping the country
safe.
"I recognize the disruption and inconvenience this is going to cause especially for a multicultural and highly academic
state like Massachusetts," he said.
"I think we know enough about President Trump to know that he can be bold and he's going to see this through."
At Boston University, neuroscience major Raya Bidshahri, 21, said the travel ban means her parents won't be able to come
from Iran for her graduation in the spring. Bidshahri was born in Iran, but her family has a permanent residence in Dubai.
She said her parents worked tirelessly so she could attend school in the United States.
"They're devastated that this has taken such a turn," said Bidshahri, who plans to move to Canada after graduation to
establish an education business with others.
Nael Hafez, a Syrian-born American citizen who lives in Concord, said the executive order is "tearing families apart."
His cousin, a legal resident who lives in Watertown, traveled to Syria in November to take care of his sick mother. He is
supposed to return in February, but his family is worried he'll be stopped at the airport.
"I happen to be a veteran, and this is not the country that I fought for," he said.
"I was 11 years old when I raised my right hand and took the first oath to defend the Constitution of the United States.
Many Americans have never sworn in, and for my allegiance and for my patriotism to be questioned because of where I
was born, that's insane."
Material from the Associated Press was used in this report. Globe correspondent Felicia Gans and Laura Krantz of the
Globe staff contributed. Crimaldi can be reached at laura.crimaldi@globe.com Follow her on Twitter @lauracrimaldi.
Allen can be reached at evan. allen@globe.com Follow her on Twitter @evanmallen. Sacchetti can be reached at
msacchetti@ globe.com. Follow her on Twitter @mariasacchetti.
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Reproach, muted praise on refugee order; Church groups, academics among
vociferous critics
By Richard Pérez-Peña, New York Times
ABSTRACT
Democrats, religious groups, business leaders, academics, and others condemned the move, but some Republicans praised
it.
A group of Nobel Prize winners said it would damage US leadership in higher education and research. House Speaker
Paul D. Ryan and some relatives of Americans killed in terrorist attacks said it was right on target. An evangelical
Christian group called it an affront to human dignity.
The reaction Saturday to President Donald Trump's ban on refugees entering the United States, with particular focus on
certain Muslim countries in the Middle East and Africa, was swift, certain -- and sharply divided.
The order drew sharp and widespread condemnation Saturday from Democrats, religious groups, business leaders,
academics, and others, who called it inhumane, discriminatory, and akin to taking a "wrecking ball to the Statue of
Liberty." Thousands of professors, including several Nobel laureates, signed a statement calling it a "major step towards
implementing the stringent racial and religious profiling promised on the campaign trail."
Protesters gathered at airports to demand the release of people who were being held on arrival while immigration officials
tried to determine whether they were barred by the executive order.
And around the world, allies and critics alike voiced concern about what the new US policy could mean.
Iran's Ministry of Foreign Affairs called the executive order "a clear insult to the Islamic world," a violation of
international law, and "a great gift to extremists and their supporters." It warned that Iran "will take reciprocal measures
in order to safeguard the rights of its citizens."
Stéphane Dujarric, a spokesman for the United Nations, said, "We hope that these measures are temporary, as refugee
protection needs have never been greater." And Prime Minister Justin Trudeau of Canada used his Twitter feed to reiterate
his government's open policy toward refugees, particularly those from Syria.
"To those fleeing persecution, terror & war, Canadians will welcome you, regardless of your faith," Trudeau wrote.
"Diversity is our strength."
International reaction, though, was far from uniform. Politicians who have called for restricting Muslim
immigration have gained support in a number of European countries, and one of them, Geert Wilders of the
Netherlands, praised Trump on Twitter: "I would do the same. Hope you'll add more Islamic countries like Saudi
Arabia soon."
Still, some immigration policy experts in the United States questioned the logic behind the action. They noted that
terrorists who had carried out attacks in the United States had not entered as refugees, and that Muslim attackers
had been born here or came from countries like Pakistan or Saudi Arabia -- which were not on the list of seven
mostly Muslim countries that the administration has singled out for a halt to entry.
"Foreigners from those seven nations have killed zero Americans in terrorist attacks on US soil between 1975 and the end
of 2015," Alex Nowrasteh, an immigration policy analyst at the libertarian Cato Institute, wrote on the group's website.
The president's executive order, issued Friday, brought a positive, if muted, reaction from some Republicans, and could
prove popular politically.
Michael Banerian, 22, who was a Trump elector in the Electoral College, and is the youth vice chairman of the Michigan
Republican Party, said he saw the president's more narrowly tailored order as common sense. "I feel that it's a necessary
step for us to take for the security of our nation," he said. "I don't think it's un-American. I think it's very reasonable."
Paul Ryan released a statement saying, "President Trump is right to make sure we are doing everything possible to know
exactly who is entering our country."
The response from Democrats was scathing. "This administration has mistaken cruelty for strength and prejudice for
strategy," said Nancy Pelosi, the House minority leader.
Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg wrote on the site that the nation should "keep our doors open to refugees and those
who need help," adding, "that's who we are."
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In interviews, news conferences, and petitions, religious leaders criticized what they called a decision to give preference
to Christian refugees while barring some Muslims.
The president's action poses a particular challenge to Christian leaders who have hailed his antiabortion stances and whose
followers have largely supported Trump but whose organizations are among the most active on behalf of refugees. Most
of the groups that the government uses to resettle refugees are religious.
"Any limitation against any vulnerable population is to fly in the face of human dignity, of people made in the image of
God," said Scott Arbeiter, president of World Relief, a charity affiliated with the National Association of Evangelicals.
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'Backdoor ban on Muslims' decried; Chicago advocates condemn Trump's
order on migrants
By Manya Brachear Pashman and Angie Leventis Lourgos, Chicago Tribune
Chicago immigration reform advocates and Muslim leaders denounced President Donald Trump's executive order to
temporarily block refugees coming to the U.S. while the government reviews screening processes, calling it an effective
ban on Muslims in America.
In issuing the order Friday, which calls for a four-month halt on all refugee admissions, an indefinite ban on Syrian
refugees and a temporary moratorium on immigrants from seven Muslim-majority countries with terrorism concerns,
Trump said he seeks to protect the nation from terrorist attacks. He called for a review of all screening procedures for
those seeking immigrant visas to the U.S.
"I am establishing new vetting measures to keep radical Islamic terrorists out of the United States of America,"
Trump said. "We don't want them here."
"He can call it what he wants," said Lawrence Benito, executive director of the Illinois Coalition for Immigrant
and Refugee Rights. "As we see it, it's a backdoor ban on Muslims."
Supporters of tougher immigration policies praised the plan as a sensible safety measure that balances the interest of
refugees with the country's need to prepare for a credible emerging threat.
Opponents say the order undermines the nation's reputation in the Middle East and threatens the security of Americans at
home and abroad by giving extremists evidence that the U.S. alienates and discriminates against Muslims.
"Every American should challenge it because it will jeopardize our own security and it's against all American values,"
said Dr. Zaher Sahloul, a Syrian-born physician who lives in Burr Ridge.
Sahloul, a former president of the Syrian American Medical Society and the Council of Islamic Organizations of Greater
Chicago, came to the U.S. in 1989 to continue his medical training at the University of Illinois at Chicago, with the
intention of going back. Instead he met his wife, an American citizen of Syrian origin, and began working at St. Anthony
Hospital on the West Side.
The order "will paint Islam as an enemy," added Sahloul, now an American citizen who has gone on two dozen medical
missions to the Middle East since the start of the Syrian conflict. "Whether President Trump understands that or not, that
has to be determined. It will put any American traveling in the world at risk."
The flow of foreign fighters from Iraq and Syria into other countries increases the chances of them winding up in the U.S.
and becoming homegrown terrorists, said James Carafano, vice president of foreign and defense policy studies for the
Heritage Foundation, a Washington-based conservative think tank.
"We all know we're looking for a needle in the haystack," said Carafano, who advised the Trump transition team on State
Department and homeland security issues. "You do want to make sure your screening processes are pretty strong. ... I
acknowledge this might create an additional hardship for some refugees, but from a practical perspective it takes two
years now. So if there's a pause or additional measures that stretch it to 100 or 200 days, it's hard to argue if you think
you'll stop a terrorist attack, that it's an undue burden."
At a news conference Friday, Ahmed Rehab, executive director of the Council on American-Islamic Relations Chicago,
said refugees and others seeking haven in the United States "don't choose to leave" but are forced out by persecution or
violence.
"When they are at the doors of places where they can seek mercy, compassion, life, they're turned away in many other
countries, and now as well in the United States, only by a signature on paper by the president," he said. "This is not about
vetting. This is about religious discrimination and codifying it into law, and as such we stand against it."
The order does allow exceptions for refugees who claim religious persecution as long as they practice a minority religion
in their home country.
It's unclear if the exception applies only to non-Muslims, a key point in Syria, where mostly Sunni Muslim refugees have
been displaced by conflict between a regime-backed Shiite minority and Sunni rebels.
Huda Hidar, 43, fled war-torn Syria with her daughter and four sons and arrived in Evanston last summer. She worries
that the new restrictions might make it harder for other refugees like them to escape the Middle East.

55

"We are not doing anything, not terrorism or anything. Why would he ban us?" she said through an interpreter. "We are
coming to a country of safety. We want to secure our children's safety and future, most importantly, in a safe country."
Hidar's hijab covers a long, deep scar along the left side of her face, which she said was carved out by shrapnel from an
airstrike in May 2013 that demolished her suburban Damascus home while she was preparing hummus in the kitchen.
While in a Jordan hospital, she stayed in touch with her 18-year-old son via cellphone. Then one day, she couldn't reach
him: She said she learned from a relative that her son and her husband were killed in a chemical attack.
She's afraid that her four brothers, three sisters and many nieces and nephews who still live in fear in the Middle East
won't be able to find refuge as her family has. She also worries that her children won't be allowed to stay in their Evanston
home and schools and continue enjoying a long-sought sense of normalcy.
"I am afraid we would have to go back," Hidar said. "I wish for the safety of my kids and for all people."
Nearly 85,000 refugees from around the world were admitted to the U.S. in fiscal 2016, a majority of them Muslim,
according to the Pew Research Center. Former Secretary of State John Kerry had projected the U.S. would accept up to
100,000 refugees in fiscal 2017.
Trump's order reduces the number of refugees the U.S. will admit this fiscal year to 50,000.
Carafano said that number is based on how many can be processed safely and efficiently. The reduction is not intended
to lessen the importance of resettling refugees.
"The fact that we have a refugee program, that's a statement about who we are. It's a humanitarian gesture to show our
respect for human rights and human suffering, our beliefs in being generous and loving. It's a statement of who America
is," he said. "Because we do it differently or more stringently, that doesn't change that sentiment."
Benito, the advocate for refugees, acknowledged that visa procedures could benefit from a closer look, but he said halting
refugee admissions while reviewing those screening procedures is unnecessary and unjust. The nation's yearslong vetting
process for refugees already is one of the most rigorous, he said.
"We believe the process is working and we should be admitting more refugees, not less," Benito said.
Sahloul said the nation's president not only should provide wise leadership when it comes to education and the economy,
but also should provide moral leadership. This executive order does not meet that expectation, he said.
"Most of these refugees coming from Syria, they went through extreme violence," Sahloul said. "They witnessed family
members killed by the regime or an extremist group and were displaced multiple times inside Syria and Lebanon and
refugees camps. To shut the door in their faces is inhumane."
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DONALD STIRS MAYHEM Travel edict leaves many across globe stranded
Mid-air shock: You can't enter
BY CAMERON JOSEPH, BEN KOCHMAN, MARY McDONNELL, RICH SCHAPIRO and LARRY
McSHANE NEW YORK DAILY NEWS With Greg B. Smith, Chauncey Alcorn and Dan Rivoli

A NEWLYWED blocked from bringing her husband to Florida.
Legal U.S. residents barred from returning to their homes.
Airline passengers booted from flights worldwide.
The wide-reaching ramifications of President Trump's refugee ban unfolded around the globe Saturday, spawning
chaos, uncertainty and criticism of the crackdown on refugees and predominantly Muslim nations.
"It's working out very nicely," Trump told reporters in the White House. "You see it in the airports, you see it all
over."
Protesters, lawyers and politicians descended on airports around the country to try to help trapped travelers.
They received good news Saturday night when a Brooklyn federal judge issued an emergency order temporarily blocking
the deportation of refugees and others detained under Trump's travel ban. "On week one, Donald Trump suffered his first
loss in court," read a tweet by the American Civil Liberties Union, which brought the suit.
Earlier, Gov. Cuomo said he was ordering state agencies to explore "all legal options to assist anyone detained at New
York airports, and ensure that their rights are protected."
"I never thought I'd see the day when refugees who have fled war-torn countries in search of a better life would be turned
away at our doorstep," he said after two Iraqi men were detained at JFK Airport. "This is not who we are. And not who
we should be."
Trump's executive action bars permanent legal U.S. residents and visa-holders from seven majority Muslim nations from
entering the country for 90 days even if their documents are in order. Some legal residents were in mid-flight when Trump
signed his executive order Friday - and were detained at airports upon arrival back in the States.
"Imagine being put back on a 12-hour flight and the trauma and craziness of this whole thing," said immigration lawyer
Mana Yegani. "These are people that are coming in legally. They have jobs here and they have vehicles here."
Roughly 5,000 people massed outside Kennedy Airport - where at least 17 people were detained - to protest Trump's
executive order. The demonstration was so large that AirTrain shuttles between terminals were halted "for safety, due to
crowding."
Cuomo reversed the decision an hour later.
The New York Taxi Workers Alliance also joined the protest - halting rides between 6 p.m. and 7 p.m. "We don't want to
be painted by such obvious bigotry and cruelty," said director Bhairavi Desai.
As the crowds chanted outside, civil rights attorneys sat on the floor of a terminal feverishly typing up court petitions
seeking the detainees' release.
Lawyers for the ACLU filed suit against the government on behalf of those from the seven Muslim-majority nations who
were detained at airports as the ban took effect.
An emergency hearing was held in Brooklyn where civil rights lawyers said about 100 to 200 people were being detained
at airports across the country.
ACLU lawyer Lee Gelernt noted that at least one traveler at JFK was being placed on a flight back to Syria at the same
time the hearing was taking place.
"How can you argue that they won't suffer irreparable injury?" Judge Ann Donnelly asked government lawyers.
The lawyers couldn't answer the question.
"That's exactly why I'm going to grant the stay," Donnelly said about 9 p.m., eliciting applause and a few cheers in the
packed courtroom.
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But the judge stopped short of ordering that all detained visitors be let into the country - leaving their fate unclear, and a
spokesman for U.S. Attorney Robert Capers declined to comment on whether or not the Justice Department will appeal
the ruling.
Moments later, a federal judge in Alexandria, Va., issued a temporary restraining order stopping the removal of green
card holders detained at Dulles International Airport for 7 days.
Protests also broke out in airports in several other major U.S. cities - including Newark, Boston, Colorado, Dallas and
Los Angeles.One Google employee of Iranian descent barely made it back to the U.S. before the ban went into effect, and
Google called back to the country more than 100 of its workers who were affected.
A senior Trump administration official said green card holders from Iraq, Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen
would need a waiver to return to the U.S., and green card holders in the U.S. would need to meet with a consular official
before leaving the country.
Trump said the first full day of the ban was going smoothly, and insisted, "It's not a Muslim ban. ... We are going to have
extreme vetting, which we should have had in this country for many years."
Fatima Ashkir, a Somali-American living in Florida, traveled to Mogadishu to marry her boyfriend. Now she wonders if
they can ever share a life together in the United States.
"I am shocked beyond words," said Ashkir. "This will mean that my new husband will never be able to join me in the
U.S."
Mohammad Hosseuin Ziya, 33, fled Iran for the U.S. in 2011 over his political activism. He was planning a trip to Dubai
next month to visit his father, but that now seems impossible. "I never thought something like this would happen in
America," said Ziya. "I can't go back to Iran. And it's possible I won't be able to return here - a place that is like my second
country."
The Iranian foreign ministry was considering a cap on American tourist visas as payback from the Trump plan.
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau made it clear that his nation would step up where the U.S. was stepping back.
"To those fleeing persecution, terror & war, Canadians will welcome you, regardless of your faith," he tweeted Saturday.
"Diversity is our strength #WelcomeToCanada."
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'Hate Map' keeps tabs on growth industry for nation, California
Deepa Bharath; dbharath@scng.com @ReporterDeepa on Twitter
ABSTRACT
OCR-L-HATEGROUPS-0129 | The Southern Poverty Law Center has come up with its HateWatch map, a map
of the country showing where hate groups are located. According to the center there are 892 hate groups operating
in the U.S. and out of those there are about a dozen in Orange and Los Angeles counties and the Inland Empire.
Among them are neo-Nazi groups, a Black Separatist (Nation of Islam) group, Holocaust deniers, anti-LGBT
groups and anti-immigration folks. Deepa Bharath/Smith About 30" Photos, graphic ETA: Friday
FULL TEXT
"We must secure the existence of our people and a future for White Children."
That's the mission statement for Western Hammerskins, a new Nazi group in Menifee.
"It isn't Islamophobia when they really are trying to kill you!"
That's the message you'll find at the website for Bare Naked Islam, based in Marina del Rey; the words appear over an
image of a burning skull and a mosque.
"Take our country back!"
It's a slogan you'll read at the site for Nation of Islam, a national group with chapters in Compton and Rialto.
These are just some of the 30 Southern California organizations listed on the latest edition of the Hate Map, an annual
product of the Southern Poverty Law Center.
In all, the 2015 Hate Map (a new one is due next month) lists 892 groups nationally, including 68 in California, making
our state No. 2 to Texas, which tops the list with 84 hate groups. Nearly half of the California groups are based in Los
Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino and San Diego counties.
Some groups aren't, technically, groups; instead, they are entities that include just a single member. Others are bigger,
with hundreds of members and budgets that run into many millions of dollars.
All share the label of "hate," which, like "accused pedophile," can be tough to impossible to shake.
They're also part of a growth industry.
The 2015 Hate Map is nearly 14 percent bigger than the 2014 map. The Southern Poverty Law Center has been tracking
the numbers since 1999, the year before the 2000 Census told the world that Caucasians would lose their majority status
in the United States by 2040.
Hate Map data over the years have tracked the ebb and flow of these groups. The numbers spiked, for example, after that
2000 Census. They spiked again in 2009, after the United States elected its first African-American president.
By 2014, however, the Hate Map was at its lowest point in nearly 10 years.
Now, it's jumping again.
Who says so
Ryan Lenz is spokesman for the Southern Poverty Law Center and, as such, he speaks for a group that wields a heavy
club.
He's aware of that.
"We specifically look at organizations that attack, demonize and rob individuals of their right to equality for an immutable
characteristic like race, religion, national origin or sexual orientation," Lenz said.
Such organizations may be nonprofits, informal groups or even clubs.
All, according to Lenz, are evaluated for what they do, not only for what they say or think.
"If it's a couple of guys getting lunch and talking about the Jewish problem, we don't count that," Lenz said. "We only
count groups of people that have a physical presence in the community."
The researchers make recommendations, and final decisions are made "in the upper echelons of the (Southern Poverty
Law Center)," he added.
While the current Hate Map shows parts of Texas and Florida are crowded with such groups, Southern California has a
wide-ranging gamut of entities that are deemed hateful - white supremacists, black separatists, groups that deny or
minimize the Holocaust, and those that are perceived as anti-Muslim or Islam, immigrants or the LGBT community.
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A majority of these groups did not return emails or phone calls seeking comment. Those who did often said the label is
unfair.
"They simply list everyone who disagrees with them," said Evelyn Miller, treasurer of the Huntington Beach-based
National Coalition for Immigration Reform), which is listed as an "anti-immigrant" hate group on the 2015 Hate Map.
Still, Miller insists that she doesn't care about being on the list, and neither do the 200 or so paid members of her coalition.
She said her group is only opposed to illegal immigration, not those who come into the country legally.
She also believes legal immigration should be curbed, saying the influx of immigrants at this time is "too much."
"We are opposed to birthright citizenship and, definitely, birth tourism," Miller said.
President Donald Trump, who was saluted by a hate group in Washington, D.C., shortly after his election and has been
endorsed by well-known white supremacist David Duke, is jumping headfirst into immigration.
Last week he signed executive orders that he hopes will lead to the construction of a wall along the southern border and
make it tougher for most undocumented residents to stay in this country. He is said to be weighing the end of Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals, an Obama-era executive order that, as of now, protects about 750,000 undocumented
immigrants who were brought to the United States as children.
"We enthusiastically support Donald Trump for his policies on immigration," Miller said.
The label
The Hate Map is both well-regarded and widely controversial.
"This kind of data is particularly crucial at a time when we are seeing significant spikes in hate crime in Los Angeles
County and statewide," said Robin Toma, executive director of the Los Angeles Commission on Human Relations.
Los Angeles saw a 24 percent spike in hate crimes in 2015. Similar increases were seen in Orange and Riverside counties.
Toma added that, in his view, the Southern Poverty Law Center provides valuable information about "what types of
organizations are out there and what kinds of ... hate activity" are happening.
"But a lot of hate activity in this region is not connected to hate groups," he added. "So, there's more to it."
But not everyone agrees with Southern Poverty Law Center's methodology, including some who are pursuing similar
goals.
"It just isn't helpful," said Rabbi Peter Levi, spokesman for the Anti-Defamation League in Orange County. "And that's
because most extremists aren't involved with groups, with internet and social media being such big factors."
Also, he said, most hate groups don't have staying power. Being listed on the Hate Map can be beneficial to their
marketing.
"Members fight among themselves, and the group splinters or dissolves," Levi said.
"We've found that social media harassment, for example, of Jewish people by white supremacists, and trolling, has been
far more horrific than what is happening on the ground."
Jewish harassment is a staple of American hate groups. The Southern Poverty Law Center defines Holocaust denial as
either entirely denying the genocide of 6 million Jews by the Nazis in World War II or minimizing its extent.
It's not a distant issue. The Institute for Historical Review, with an office in Fountain Valley and a book store in Newport
Beach, is listed on the Hate Map under the category of "Holocaust Denial."
The Southern Poverty Law Center website says: "These groups (and individuals) often cloak themselves in the sober
language of serious scholarship, call themselves 'historical revisionists' instead of deniers, and accuse their critics of trying
to squelch open-minded inquiries into historical truth."
The leader of the Institute for Historical Review, Mark Weber, said his organization does not deny the Holocaust took
place, and called his list on the Hate Map as unfair.
"To be called a hate group is not a flattering thing," Weber said.
"I don't like it either. How do you call anyone a hate group without an objective standard? And how do you prove that
you are not a hater? It's impossible to defend yourself against such an accusation."
When an organization blacklists a group, they are essentially silencing voices of dissension, Weber added.
"Part of the effectiveness of (the Southern Poverty Law Center) is they mix people for whom no one could have sympathy
with others whose views merit being heard," he said.
"There is also a real danger in judging the actions of people in the past by the prevailing standards of the present, because
these standards keep changing."
For example, calling an organization a hate group because its members believe marriage should be between a man and
woman, is unfair, Weber said.
Setting up conflicts?
Laura Kanter, director of policy, advocacy and youth services at the LGBT Center OC, noted that Traditional Values
Coalition, listed as an anti-LGBT hate group, is in neighboring Anaheim.
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"I can't do anything about them," she said. "They are going to continue to do what they're going to do," Kanter said. "But
knowledge is power. And it's good to know we have these groups in our own backyard."
Kanter said LGBT activists in Orange County have made attempts to expose businesses that support organizations like
the Traditional Values Coalition, whose revenue dropped from $7.9 million in 2013 to $4.1 million in 2014, according to
their tax filings.
"About three years ago, we protested Chick-fil-A because they were donating to such organizations," she said. "It's good
to make people aware of the type of businesses they are supporting and where their money goes."
A number of hate groups that target the LGBT community "hide behind Christian names, or the idea of family values"
and the Hate Map helps expose some of those organizations, Kanter said.
"Our goal is going to be to find out where these groups are, what they're doing, and how we can get in their way and make
it harder for them to do what they're doing," she said.
Erroll Southers, former FBI special agent and director of USC's Homegrown Violent Extremism Studies program, says
the Hate Map and, generally, the Southern Poverty Law Center, does a good job of reporting fluctuations in the number
of hate groups.
"That, to me, shows a certain degree of honesty in data collection," he said.
To some, the Hate Map is less shocking than it is a reminder of the need to work together.
"We need to reach out to these hate groups," said Arbazz Mohammed of Sahaba Initiative, a San Bernardino-based group
that works to build relationships among people of differing faiths throughout the Inland Empire.
"They might be doing this because they are powerless, marginalized and are feeling ignored. We need to talk to one
another."
Mohammed added that the current polarization of Americans based on politics and culture isn't productive.
"When we cut off ties with our neighbors or community members because they think or act differently, the vicious cycle
of hate continues.
"We need to stop that. And the only way is to stop screaming at one another and start building bridges."
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Protests, legal challenges erupt throughout Penn State community in response to
Trump's refugee ban
Madeline Messa
President Trump's executive order barring refugees is being met with protests and legal action and is having a major
impact on some Penn State students - including a graduate student whose wife is now unable to return from a visit she
took to the Middle East.
On Friday, Trump issued an executive order barring refugees from several predominantly Muslim countries for 90 days:
Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen. Those from Syria are barred indefinitely. He also is halting the
refugee program, which applies to all refugees from all countries, for 120 days.
No refugee of any of the singled out countries has been the source of terror attacks in the United States.
"The biggest threat to our freedom and security in America are racist people in power - not refugees," Zakariya Khayat,
a member of the Muslim Students Association, said.
The order is part of a plan to keep "radical Islamic terrorists" out of the U.S.
"We don't want them here," Trump said. "We want to ensure that we are not admitting into our country the very threats
our soldiers are fighting overseas. We only want to admit those into our country who will support our country and love
deeply our people."
However, the president's ban is not selective of who it prohibits entry to. Anyone in the seven singled out countries is
now unable to enter the U.S., including those who may "support our country and love deeply our people."
Green cards and visas make no difference - they do not exempt anyone from the ban. Permanent U.S. residents, or green
card holders, will be impacted on a case-by-case basis.
No Lost Generation at Penn State, which strives to support Syrian refugees, objects the refugee ban.
"We can only hope that [our organization] will assist in reversing any damage caused by the executive order," a statement
released by NLG at Penn State said.
Members of the organization will be working in coordination with the University Park Undergraduate Association to
assist students affected by the order. The statement says they will continue to "advocate for everyone's rights and urge
our fellow student body and citizens to do the same."
James Tierney, an economics lecturer at Penn State, witnessed how Trump's order affects not only refugees but people
closer to home.
He tweeted: "Heard first-hand last night a grad student here at PSU is from the Middle East and his wife is back home
visiting. She can't come back."
Heard first-hand last night a grad student here at PSU is from the middle east and his wife is back home visiting. She can't
come back.
The graduate student, who Tierney calls a friend of his, did not want to be identified and could not be reached for comment.
"He doesn't really want to deal with a lot right now," Tierney said.
or tags on article template page. The placement should appear just "below-the-fold", meaning that a user needs to scroll
down slightly to see the video. Be sure that if you article page also has an "inline" ad unit that plays within the text that
the two ad units do not overlap. */ -->
Khayat (graduate-materials science and engineering), is also being influenced by the ban. He is Syrian and has relatives
living in Syria and others who have fled it.
"By this ban I question if my aunts will ever have a chance to come to America - not for a vacation but to escape the
horrors of the tyrannical dictatorship that has killed over 450,000 of its own citizens," he said.
Khayat said he believes President Trump is not putting the people first.
"The Constitution started with 'We the People' not 'I the president,'" Khayat said.
The Association of American Universities, which represents 62 major universities including Penn State, issued a statement
requesting the quick removal of Trump's refugee ban.
Penn State followed suit, with President Eric Barron stating, "We join the Association of American Universities and
universities all across the country in asking that the order be ended as soon as possible."

62

He also expressed the importance of diversity, encouraged students to support their peers and offered advice to
international students, faculty and scholars.
"Please know that the University fully supports all members of our academic community. We remain committed to
respecting and honoring the dignity of each individual, embracing civil discourse, and fostering a diverse and inclusive
community," Barron said in the statement. "We recognize and believe strongly that the diversity of faculty, staff and
students enriches all of us and enables our mission of research, teaching, service and economic development."
Sacha Buckland, 9, of State College, shows off his sign stating "Justice for all" during the Protest Trump's Unconstitutional
Executive Order event by the Allen Street gates on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017.
State College community members protest President Donald Trump's recent executive order at the Allen Street Gates on
College Avenue in State College, Pa. on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017.
The Protest Trump's Unconstitutional Executive Order event moved from the Allen Street gates to Old Main Lawn on
Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017.
Maura Taylor, 6, of State College shows of a sign that she made in support of the Protest Trump's Unconstitutional
Executive Order event in front of the Allen Street gates on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017.
People eat lunch at the Allen Street Grill as protestors gather on College Avenue during a protest of President Donald
Trump's recent executive order in State College, Pa. on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017.
State College community members gather in front of the Allen Street gates during a protest of President Donald Trump's
recent executive order on College Avenue in State College, Pa. on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017.
Peter Buckland of State College, stands with son, Sacha Buckland, 9, in support of the Protest Trump's Unconstitutional
Executive Order event by the Allen Street gates on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017.
Members of the state college community gather at the Allen Street gates on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017 for a Protest Trump's
Unconstitutional Executive Order event.
Members of the state college community gather and hold up signs at the Allen Street gates on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017 for
a Protest Trump's Unconstitutional Executive Order event.
Members of the state college community gather and hold up signs at the Allen Street gates on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017 for
a Protest Trump's Unconstitutional Executive Order event.
Steve Carpenter of State College, raises his fist as a car passing by honks in support of the ongoing protest, while holding
onto his daughter, Ranya Ounaies Carpenter, 7, of State College, during the Protest Trump's Unconstitutional Executive
Order event by the Allen Street gates on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017.
Felix, 3, of Altoona sits on his dad's shoulders during the Protest Trump's Unconstitutional Executive Order event by the
Allen Street gates on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017.
Eileen Rivoir, 62, of Port Matilda, holds a peace sign during the 'Protest Trump's Unconstitutional Executive Order' at
Allen Street Gates on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017. This past week, President Trump signed the executive order that halted
refugees and residents from predominantly Muslim countries from entering the United States.
Zoubeida Ounaies, 49, professor of mechanical engineering at Penn State holds a sign saying, "Muslim Rights are Human
Rights" during the 'Protest Trump's Unconstitutional Executive Order' at Allen Street Gates on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017.
President Trump signed the executive order that halted refugees and residents from predominantly Muslim countries from
entering the United States.
Ethan Paul (junior-economics and political science) holds a sign saying, "Refugees Welcome" as cars drive along West
College Ave. and honk by showing support during the 'Protest Trump's Unconstitutional Order' at Allen Street Gates on
Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017. President Trump signed the executive order that halted refugees and residents from predominantly
Muslim countries from entering the United States.
Peter Buckland, Cricket Hunter, and Sacha Hunter, 9, of State College gather to denounce President Donald Trump's
executive order that bans certain immigration at the Allen Street Gates on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2016. President Trump signed
the executive order that halted refugees and residents from predominantly Muslim countries from entering the United
States.
Protest organizers Jacob Ryan, left, (junior- political science), Anthony Zarzycki, center, (junior- political science and
astronomy and astrophysics), and Kat Levernz, right, (junior-music and economics), lead a march towards Old Main
during a protest of President Donald Trump's recent executive order in State College, Pa. on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017.
Protesters gather to denounce President Donald Trump's executive order that bans certain immigration at the Allen Street
Gates on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2016. President Trump signed the executive order that halted refugees and residents from
predominantly Muslim countries from entering the United States.
Penn State students lead the 'Protest Trump's Unconstitutional Executive Order' to the steps of Old Main on Sunday, Jan.
29, 2017.

63

Trump supporters visit the 'Protest Trump's Unconstitutional Executive Order' event at Allen Street Gates which stirs up
conflict on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017.
Protestors use their signs to cover Vincent Cucchiara (sophomore-chemical engineering) during an interview at the
'Protest Trump's Unconstitutional Executive Order' at Allen Street Gates on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017.
Penn State and State College community gather around Allen Street Gates for the 'Protest Trump's Unconstitutional
Executive Order' on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017.
Penn State and State College community gather around Allen Street Gates for the 'Protest Trump's Unconstitutional
Executive Order' on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017. Cars honk as they drive by to show support.
Penn State students link arms and sing during the 'Protest Trump's Unconstitutional Executive Order' on the steps of Old
Main on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017.
The community gathers at Old Main during the 'Protest Trump's Unconstitutional Executive Order' on Sunday, Jan. 29,
2017.
Penn State students, faculty members and the State College community gathered at the Allen Street gates to protest
President Donald Trump's executive order that halted refugees and residents from predominantly Muslim countries from
entering the United States on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017.
Sacha Buckland, 9, of State College, shows off his sign stating "Justice for all" during the Protest Trump's Unconstitutional
Executive Order event by the Allen Street gates on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017.
State College community members protest President Donald Trump's recent executive order at the Allen Street Gates on
College Avenue in State College, Pa. on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017.
The Protest Trump's Unconstitutional Executive Order event moved from the Allen Street gates to Old Main Lawn on
Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017.
Maura Taylor, 6, of State College shows of a sign that she made in support of the Protest Trump's Unconstitutional
Executive Order event in front of the Allen Street gates on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017.
People eat lunch at the Allen Street Grill as protestors gather on College Avenue during a protest of President Donald
Trump's recent executive order in State College, Pa. on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017.
State College community members gather in front of the Allen Street gates during a protest of President Donald Trump's
recent executive order on College Avenue in State College, Pa. on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017.
Peter Buckland of State College, stands with son, Sacha Buckland, 9, in support of the Protest Trump's Unconstitutional
Executive Order event by the Allen Street gates on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017.
Members of the state college community gather at the Allen Street gates on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017 for a Protest Trump's
Unconstitutional Executive Order event.
Members of the state college community gather and hold up signs at the Allen Street gates on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017 for
a Protest Trump's Unconstitutional Executive Order event.
Members of the state college community gather and hold up signs at the Allen Street gates on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017 for
a Protest Trump's Unconstitutional Executive Order event.
Steve Carpenter of State College, raises his fist as a car passing by honks in support of the ongoing protest, while holding
onto his daughter, Ranya Ounaies Carpenter, 7, of State College, during the Protest Trump's Unconstitutional Executive
Order event by the Allen Street gates on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017.
Felix, 3, of Altoona sits on his dad's shoulders during the Protest Trump's Unconstitutional Executive Order event by the
Allen Street gates on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017.
Eileen Rivoir, 62, of Port Matilda, holds a peace sign during the 'Protest Trump's Unconstitutional Executive Order' at
Allen Street Gates on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017. This past week, President Trump signed the executive order that halted
refugees and residents from predominantly Muslim countries from entering the United States.
Zoubeida Ounaies, 49, professor of mechanical engineering at Penn State holds a sign saying, "Muslim Rights are Human
Rights" during the 'Protest Trump's Unconstitutional Executive Order' at Allen Street Gates on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017.
President Trump signed the executive order that halted refugees and residents from predominantly Muslim countries from
entering the United States.
Ethan Paul (junior-economics and political science) holds a sign saying, "Refugees Welcome" as cars drive along West
College Ave. and honk by showing support during the 'Protest Trump's Unconstitutional Order' at Allen Street Gates on
Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017. President Trump signed the executive order that halted refugees and residents from predominantly
Muslim countries from entering the United States.
Peter Buckland, Cricket Hunter, and Sacha Hunter, 9, of State College gather to denounce President Donald Trump's
executive order that bans certain immigration at the Allen Street Gates on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2016. President Trump signed
the executive order that halted refugees and residents from predominantly Muslim countries from entering the United
States.
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Protest organizers Jacob Ryan, left, (junior- political science), Anthony Zarzycki, center, (junior- political science and
astronomy and astrophysics), and Kat Levernz, right, (junior-music and economics), lead a march towards Old Main
during a protest of President Donald Trump's recent executive order in State College, Pa. on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017.
Protesters gather to denounce President Donald Trump's executive order that bans certain immigration at the Allen Street
Gates on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2016. President Trump signed the executive order that halted refugees and residents from
predominantly Muslim countries from entering the United States.
Penn State students lead the 'Protest Trump's Unconstitutional Executive Order' to the steps of Old Main on Sunday, Jan.
29, 2017.
Trump supporters visit the 'Protest Trump's Unconstitutional Executive Order' event at Allen Street Gates which stirs up
conflict on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017.
Protestors use their signs to cover Vincent Cucchiara (sophomore-chemical engineering) during an interview at the
'Protest Trump's Unconstitutional Executive Order' at Allen Street Gates on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017.
Penn State and State College community gather around Allen Street Gates for the 'Protest Trump's Unconstitutional
Executive Order' on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017.
Penn State and State College community gather around Allen Street Gates for the 'Protest Trump's Unconstitutional
Executive Order' on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017. Cars honk as they drive by to show support.
Penn State students link arms and sing during the 'Protest Trump's Unconstitutional Executive Order' on the steps of Old
Main on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017.
The community gathers at Old Main during the 'Protest Trump's Unconstitutional Executive Order' on Sunday, Jan. 29,
2017.
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Detroit Free Press (Michigan)
January 29, 2017

Trump's crackdown just not American
America the fearful.
America the scared.
Land of the free, and home of the brave?
Not right now. The best of who we are is in the past.
With Donald Trump's actions over the first week of his presidency, we are officially becoming a country of nativist
cowards.
A border wall has been ordered built between us and our neighbor and third-largest trading partner, a nation the president
also threatens to hit with a 20% import tax to pay for that wall. This is about fear of cultural change, the browning of a
nation whose growing pluralism is only a threat to panicky bigots and those afraid their historical dominance over other
cultural groups might give way to equitable coexistence.
A ban is now in place on immigrants from several countries with Muslim majorities, including a nation - Iraq - whose
government infrastructure we have helped destroy but have not rebuilt, and whose people we have asked to risk their lives
helping us fight terrorism. That ban also extends to refugees who are fleeing nations where we've had a hand in inciting
the chaos, and it defiles the very essence of the words we used to invoke to welcome the world - the tired, the poor, the
huddled masses.
This is about the stoked fear of religious difference, the idea that people who worship differently from the American
majority are the ones responsible for the threats to our security. It is not different from historical scapegoating that has led
to nothing but suffering - for the victims, but almost always for the perpetrators as well.
All of these ideas are wrapped, of course, in the garish tones of Trump's bravado, his corny machismo and insistence that
"tough" American policies will lead us to greatness.
But listen closely: It's falsetto. Decidedly out of his range, and a cover for a core weakness. Deep down, this is just about
cowardly backlash.
It will devastate our communities here in southeast Michigan, which has the nation's largest proportion of people with
Iraqi ancestry and one of the biggest Middle Eastern populations in the country. It is a direct and violent assault on who
we are, and what we stand for as Detroiters, and Michiganders. None of us should allow our brethren who will see their
families torn asunder by this to stand alone.
The others
Trump and his supporters are badly deluded.
You cannot be great by "othering," the practice Trump has indulged since he championed execution for the falsely accused
black boys ensnared in the Central Park Five, and has ridden right through his outrageous "birther" campaign against
former President Barack Obama.
You cannot be safe by building walls, especially in a world where you have gone around for decades imploring others to
tear down their barriers.
You cannot be a leader by dehumanizing the vulnerable, casting their desire to live as freely as you do in false and cynical
terms.
If America embraces what Trump now sings, we will become what we despise around the globe, and we will show the
world that what motivates us most is not liberty or justice or any sort of exceptionalism. We'll show that we're moved by
fear, plain and simple.
As the practical implications of Trump's breezy signing of these orders plays out chaotically within and outside our
borders, it's worth noting what he will absolutely not accomplish with these actions.
Over the weekend, many green card holders - some of them legal permanent residents - were stopped at airports around
the country, as the orders took hold. It was immediately clear that the victims of this reckless rebuke of American
generosity would mostly be innocents.
A New York Times article detailed the detaining of an Iraqi man who'd worked as an interpreter for the our military in
Iraq.
And that's happening because this is a sweeping indictment of people because of their religious belief, or their nationality.
We've seen this before, right? Japanese internment, during World War II, comes to mind as a parallel to the cruel and
false broad-brushing of a people as the "enemy."
It also recalls the racist double-standard that drove internment: German Americans were never treated the same way.
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Trump has us now headed toward the same shameful outcome, building on legitimate security policies to banish people
whose only crime is that they meet the "other" threshold he's setting.
Already the Obama administration, with an eye toward curbing terrorism, had tightened visa restrictions for people
coming from certain countries in the Middle East. For immigrants and refugees, we have been doing the "extreme vetting"
that Trump keeps mouthing about for years.
But an absolute ban takes that precaution to an absurd level. It tars entire nations of people - most of whom would only
immigrate to this country to escape awful conditions that U.S. policy helps maintain in their own countries - as culpable
for our security concerns.
To be clear, the terrorist acts we've endured have mostly been committed by people who are U.S.-born, not immigrants
from the countries on Trump's list. And the worst terrorist attack - the 9/11 attacks - was committed by people who were
mostly from Saudi Arabia, which is not even among the countries listed on Trump's ban.
Why?
Is it because Saudi Arabia is considered a U.S. ally and because our business interests there - including some businesses
owned by the president - might be threatened? Perhaps.
But it is certainly not about security. Even for Syria, a war-torn nation whose ISIS fighters are a legitimate concern, the
stream of refugees fleeing the country are mostly women and children, seeking safety. Only about 2% of the 10,000
refugees let into the U.S. last year are men.
Not a solution
The border wall with Mexico, similarly, is a jingoistic non-solution to a legitimate concern.
No one argues for illegal immigration, but the question now is how to proceed given the presence of nearly 12 million
undocumented immigrants in the country. Most are living their lives, contributing to our culture and economy, and want
desperately to continue doing so. What does a wall say to them? What will increased border patrols and crackdowns say
to them?
It's clear, though, that the wall won't stop people from coming, or encourage people to go back. It's a symbol, a message:
that we are on one side, and Mexico is on another, along with the majority-Muslim countries that Trump now would have
us disfavor.
It's a transgression of our most basic principles: the indivisibility that comes from our plurality.
America, more than any place in the world, is about an idea. Freedom and liberty sit at its core, but over time, that has
come to mean freedom and liberty for all - not just the majority, and not just for our own.
Ideas can persist through hardship, through vile contraventions, through aggressive and unjust oppression.
But to survive, they need the strength of consistent voice, and vigilant articulation.
And that is why anyone who truly reveres the ideas that power this nation has to reject what Trump wants us to do, and
find a way to resist.
Contact Stephen Henderson: shenderson600@freepress.com
Stephen Henderson Editorial Page Editor
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The Houston Chronicle
January 29, 2017

Pence, Mattis reverse course on refugee ban; VP, defense secretary both had
decried the notion before election
Avi Selk
HIGHLIGHT: Mandel Ngan / AFP / Getty Images President Donald Trump's executive orders, including one on
rebuilding the armed forces, have drawn nothing but applause from Vice President Mike Pence and Defense Secretary
James Mattis.
Vice President Mike Pence and Defense Secretary James Mattis stood directly behind their boss Friday, one man
on each side, as President Donald Trump announced an order that will ban half the world's Shiite Muslims from
entering the country for months. "I'm establishing new vetting measures to keep radical Islamic terrorists out of
the United States," Trump said from his podium at the Pentagon. "We don't want 'em here." Pence nodded along
to the words.
It was just over a year earlier when he had called Trump's proposal to ban all Muslims from entering the United States
"offensive and unconstitutional." That was before Trump picked him as his running mate and won the election. Trump
sat down after his speech, signed the executive order and handed it to Mattis - a retired general who six months earlier
had said the mere suggestion of a ban on Muslims caused "great damage" to world order. Now, Mattis is defense secretary.
He took the order and grinned while Pence started clapping. Like other Republicans, the two men's condemnations of
Trump's words had evaporated as he drew closer to power - and as his original call for "a total and complete shutdown of
Muslims entering the United States" morphed into a nearly 3,000-word order that does not mention Islam but temporarily
bar visitors from seven Muslim-majority countries. Trump's words may have been "offensive" to Pence, but they were
popular with others. After winning contest after contest in the spring primaries and turning his sights on the general
election, Trump blasted Democrat Hillary Clinton for border policies that would "let the Muslims flow in." A few months
later, a taciturn retired general who had overseen all U.S. military operations in the Middle East felt compelled to speak
out against Trump. The call for a Muslim ban was causing American allies to think "we have lost faith in reason," Mattis
told Politico last July. "They think we've completely lost it," he said. "It's sending shock waves through this international
system." He and Pence were joined in displeasure by Republicans across the spectrum. By former Vice President Dick
Cheney, who said banning a religion "goes against everything we stand for," and who echoes language by House Speaker
Paul D. Ryan and many others. Trump's secretary of state designate backed the president up at his confirmation hearing
this month. "He does not support a blanket-type rejection of any particular group of people," Rex Tillerson promised
Congress. Sure enough, Friday's executive order makes no mention of Islam. It bans any visitors from Iraq, Iran, Syria,
Yemen, Sudan, Libya and Somalia from entering the United States for any reason for three months, with broader
restrictions on the refugee program. None of those seven countries make up more than a few percentage points of the
global Muslim population, according to a 2009 Pew study, although together they contain the majority of world's Shiite
Muslim minority. And just before signing the order, Trump suggested to the Christian Broadcasting Network that religion
was not far from his mind. Once he restarts the refugee program, Trump told the outlet, Christians fleeing war and terror
in the Middle East would get priority over others. "They were chopping off the heads of everybody, but more so the
Christians," he said of Syria - failing to mention that far more Muslims have been killed or displaced in that civil war.
Neither Pence nor Mattis has commented in public about the executive order after applauding its signing on Friday. But
another compatriot from their days as Trump critics has offered his take. Ryan, who once called any Muslim ban unAmerican, said in a statement Friday that "President Trump is right."
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Indiana Daily Student: Indiana University
January 29, 2017

Executive order draws criticism from many politicians
President Trump's decision to sign an executive order limiting emigration from seven Muslim-majority countries to the
United States drew criticism from many politicians.
The controversial order placed a four-month hold on permitting refugees entrance to the U.S. and a temporary ban on
travelers from Syria, Iraq, Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan and Yemen. Syrian refugees are prohibited from entry to the U.S.
indefinitely. All policies were effective immediately.
Monroe County Democratic Party Chair Mark Fraley said he thought the order was un-American.
"This is a terrible assault on human decency," Fraley said. "Here in MoCo, we're aware of the terrible consequences of
this."
In September 2016 the state department confirmed Bloomington would begin the resettlement process of refugees in early
2017. However, decisions regarding budgeting for refugee resettlement across the country were postponed until April;
therefore, the earliest any refugees could make it to Bloomington was 2018.
Although Fraley said he disagreed with the executive order, neither the local Democratic nor Republican party formally
issued a statement.
Republican Party Chairman William Ellis said the group focuses primarily on local issues and felt a statement on the
order deviated from a local focus.
"If we focus too much on what Donald Trump is doing or what the administration is doing, it could muddle what we do
here," Ellis said.
Gov. Eric Holcomb remained silent on the issue, as did governors from bordering states Illinois, Kentucky and Ohio.
Michigan's Republican Gov. Rick Snyder was an ?exception.
In an interview with a Michigan radio station, Snyder said enforcing immigration law was not a priority or primary
function of state and local police and said the state planned to continue to welcome immigrants as part of a long-term plan
to increase the state's population.
As protesters gathered in airports around the country and the American Civil Liberties Union scrambled to put together
an argument for a temporary stay that would allow detained travelers to remain in the U.S., senators took to social media
to express their concerns.
"We can make our country even safer and do so in a way that is consistent with our values," tweeted Sen. Joe
Donnelly, D-Indiana. "The executive order that was signed yesterday by Donald Trump is not one of those ways."
Sen. Todd Young, R-Indiana, released a statement to Fox59 in Indianapolis that remained neutral on the issue.
"The federal government has no more important responsibility than protecting the American people, and refugees from
any country should only be permitted to enter the United States if we are certain they do not represent a threat to our
citizens," Young said. "I look forward to carefully analyzing this temporary executive order and its effects and working
with this new administration and my colleagues in Congress to keep America safe while finally ending the unspeakable
suffering of the Syrian people."
Many Republican senators declined to make public statements. Notable exceptions included Sen. John McCain, RArizona, and Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-South Carolina, who released a joint statement Sunday.
"Ultimately, we fear this executive order will become a self-inflicted wound in the fight against terrorism," the statement
read. "Our most important allies in the fight against ISIL are the vast majority of Muslims who reject its apocalyptic
ideology of hatred. This executive order sends a signal, intended or not, that America does not want Muslims coming into
our country."
Democratic senators who issued tweets or statements included Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-California, and Cory Booker, DNew Jersey.
"There is no legitimate reason to ban refugees - the vast majority of whom are women and children who have experienced
absolute horror," Feinstein tweeted. "I very much regret that the president has chosen this dark path for our country."
Booker also tweeted he planned to join protesters at Newark Liberty International Airport on Sunday.
The executive order also drew responses from more localized government ?officials.
The ACLU succeeded in arguing for a temporary stay, and a federal judge, Ann M. Donnelly of Federal District Court in
Brooklyn, blocked a portion of the executive order Saturday. The judge ruled individuals who had already arrived at US
airports from the seven banned countries could not be removed.
The White House still stands by the order.
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As protests continued for a second day in airports across the country, Trump released a statement on Facebook on Sunday
to compare his executive order to an order issued by former President Barack Obama in 2011.
"We will keep (America) free and keep it safe, as the media knows, but refuses to say," Trump wrote. "My policy is
similar to what President Obama did in 2011 when he banned visas for refugees from Iraq for six months."
However, the two orders differ in multiple ways.
For example, Trump's executive order promises to give priority to refugee claims from people who practice a religion that
is a minority in their country. All of the countries banned are predominantly Muslim, which has caused some political
leaders to view the order as not only a violation of American values in general but specifically a violation of religious
freedom.
"One of America's founding - and most sacred - principles is the freedom of religion," wrote Sen. Gary Peters, DMichigan.
"I am extremely alarmed by President Trump's executive order that effectively implements a religious test for those
seeking to enter the United States. While I support continued strengthening of the refugee screening process, I remain
opposed to the suspension of the refugee admissions program."
Like what you are reading? Support independent, award-winning college journalism on this site. Donate here.
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Inland Valley Daily Bulletin (Ontario, CA)
January 29, 2017

Prejudice: California second in U.S. with 68 groups that lash out based on race,
religion, national origin or sexual orientation
ABSTRACT
OCR-L-HATEGROUPS-0129 | The Southern Poverty Law Center has come up with its HateWatch map, a map of the
country showing where hate groups are located. According to the center there are 892 hate groups operating in the U.S.
and out of those there are about a dozen in Orange and Los Angeles counties and the Inland Empire. Among them are
neo-Nazi groups, a Black Separatist (Nation of Islam) group, Holocaust deniers, anti-LGBT groups and anti-immigration
folks. Deepa Bharath/Smith About 30" Photos, graphic ETA: Friday
FULL TEXT
"We must secure the existence of our people and a future for White Children." [#xfffd] That's the mission
statement for Western Hammerskins, a new Nazi group in Menifee. [#xfffd] "It isn't Islamophobia when they
really are trying to kill you!" [#xfffd] That's the message you'll find at the website for Bare Naked Islam, based in
Marina del Rey; the words appear over an image of a burning skull and a mosque. [#xfffd] "Take our country
back!" It's a slogan you'll read at the site for Nation of Islam, a national group with chapters in Compton and
Rialto. [#xfffd] These are just some of the 30 Southern California organizations listed on the latest edition of the
Hate Map, an annual product of the Southern Poverty Law Center. [#xfffd] In all, the 2015 Hate Map (a new one
is due next month) lists 892 groups nationally, including 68 in California, making our state No. 2 to Texas, which
tops the list with 84 hate groups. Nearly half of the California groups are based in Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside,
San Bernardino and San Diego counties. [#xfffd] Some groups aren't, technically, groups; instead, they are entities
that include just a single member. Others are bigger, with hundreds of members and budgets that run into many
millions of dollars.
All share the label of "hate," which, like "accused pedophile," can be tough to impossible to shake.
They're also part of a growth industry.
The 2015 Hate Map is nearly 14 percent bigger than the 2014 map. The Southern Poverty Law Center has been tracking
the numbers since 1999, the year before the 2000 Census told the world that Caucasians would lose their majority status
in the United States by 2040.
Hate Map data over the years have tracked the ebb and flow of these groups. The numbers spiked, for example, after that
2000 Census. They spiked again in 2009, after the United States elected its first African-American president.
By 2014, however, the Hate Map was at its lowest point in nearly 10 years.
Now, it's jumping again.
Who says so
Ryan Lenz is spokesman for the Southern Poverty Law Center and, as such, he speaks for a group that wields a heavy
club.
He's aware of that.
"We specifically look at organizations that attack, demonize and rob individuals of their right to equality for an immutable
characteristic like race, religion, national origin or sexual orientation," Lenz said.
Such organizations may be nonprofits, informal groups or even clubs.
All, according to Lenz, are evaluated for what they do, not only for what they say or think.
"If it's a couple of guys getting lunch and talking about the Jewish problem, we don't count that," Lenz said. "We only
count groups of people that have a physical presence in the community."
The researchers make recommendations, and final decisions are made "in the upper echelons of the (Southern Poverty
Law Center)," he added.
While the current Hate Map shows parts of Texas and Florida are crowded with such groups, Southern California has a
wide-ranging gamut of entities that are deemed hateful - white supremacists, black separatists, groups that deny or
minimize the Holocaust, and those that are perceived as anti-Muslim or Islam, immigrants or the LGBT community.
A majority of these groups did not return emails or phone calls seeking comment. Those who did often said the label is
unfair.
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"They simply list everyone who disagrees with them," said Evelyn Miller, treasurer of the Huntington Beach-based
National Coalition for Immigration Reform), which is listed as an "anti-immigrant" hate group on the 2015 Hate Map.
Still, Miller insists that she doesn't care about being on the list, and neither do the 200 or so paid members of her coalition.
She said her group is only opposed to illegal immigration, not those who come into the country legally.
She also believes legal immigration should be curbed, saying the influx of immigrants at this time is "too much."
"We are opposed to birthright citizenship and, definitely, birth tourism," Miller said.
President Donald Trump, who was saluted by a hate group in Washington, D.C., shortly after his election and has been
endorsed by well-known white supremacist David Duke, is jumping headfirst into immigration.
Last week Trump signed executive orders that he hopes will lead to the construction of a wall along the southern border
and make it tougher for most undocumented residents to stay in this country. He is said to be weighing the end of Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals, an Obama-era executive order that, as of now, protects about 750,000 undocumented
immigrants who were brought to the United States as children.
"We enthusiastically support Donald Trump for his policies on immigration," Miller said.
The label
The Hate Map is both well-regarded and widely controversial.
"This kind of data is particularly crucial at a time when we are seeing significant spikes in hate crime in Los Angeles
County and statewide," said Robin Toma, executive director of the Los Angeles Commission on Human Relations.
Los Angeles saw a 24 percent spike in hate crimes in 2015. Similar increases were seen in Orange and Riverside counties.
Toma added that, in his view, the Southern Poverty Law Center provides valuable information about "what types of
organizations are out there and what kinds of ... hate activity" are happening.
"But a lot of hate activity in this region is not connected to hate groups," he added. "So, there's more to it."
But not everyone agrees with Southern Poverty Law Center's methodology, including some who are pursuing similar
goals.
"It just isn't helpful," said Rabbi Peter Levi, spokesman for the Anti Defamation League in Orange County. "And that's
because most extremists aren't involved with groups, with internet and social media being such big factors."
Also, he said, most hate groups don't have staying power. Being listed on the Hate Map can be beneficial to their
marketing.
"Members fight among themselves, and the group splinters or dissolves," Levi said.
"We've found that social media harassment, for example, of Jewish people by white supremacists, and trolling, has been
far more horrific than what is happening on the ground."
Jewish harassment is a staple of American hate groups. The Southern Poverty Law Center defines Holocaust denial as
either entirely denying the genocide of 6 million Jews by the Nazis in World War II or minimizing its extent.
It's not a distant issue. The Institute for Historical Review, with an office in Fountain Valley and a book store in Newport
Beach, is listed on the Hate Map under the category of "Holocaust Denial."
The Southern Poverty Law Center website says: "These groups (and individuals) often cloak themselves in the sober
language of serious scholarship, call themselves 'historical revisionists' instead of deniers, and accuse their critics of trying
to squelch open-minded inquiries into historical truth."
The leader of the Institute for Historical Review, Mark Weber, said his organization does not deny the Holocaust took
place, and called his list on the Hate Map as unfair.
"To be called a hate group is not a flattering thing," Weber said.
"I don't like it either. How do you call anyone a hate group without an objective standard? And how do you prove that
you are not a hater? It's impossible to defend yourself against such an accusation."
When an organization blacklists a group, they are essentially silencing voices of dissension, Weber added.
"Part of the effectiveness of (the Southern Poverty Law Center) is they mix people for whom no one could have sympathy
with others whose views merit being heard," he said.
"There is also a real danger in judging the actions of people in the past by the prevailing standards of the present, because
these standards keep changing."
For example, calling an organization a hate group because its members believe marriage should be between a man and
woman, is unfair, Weber said.
Setting up conflicts?
Laura Kanter, director of policy, advocacy and youth services at the LGBT Center OC, noted that Traditional Values
Coalition, listed as an anti-LGBT hate group, is in neighboring Anaheim.
"I can't do anything about them," she said. "They are going to continue to do what they're going to do," Kanter said. "But
knowledge is power. And it's good to know we have these groups in our own backyard."
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Kanter said LGBT activists in Orange County have made attempts to expose businesses that support organizations like
the Traditional Values Coalition, whose revenue dropped from $7.9 million in 2013 to $4.1 million in 2014, according to
their tax filings.
"About three years ago, we protested Chick-fil-A because they were donating to such organizations," she said. "It's good
to make people aware of the type of businesses they are supporting and where their money goes."
A number of hate groups that target the LGBT community "hide behind Christian names, or the idea of family values"
and the Hate Map helps expose some of those organizations, Kanter said.
"Our goal is going to be to find out where these groups are, what they're doing, and how we can get in their way and make
it harder for them to do what they're doing," she said.
Erroll Southers, former FBI special agent and director of USC's Homegrown Violent Extremism Studies program, says
the Hate Map and, generally, the Southern Poverty Law Center, does a good job of reporting fluctuations in the number
of hate groups.
"That, to me, shows a certain degree of honesty in data collection," he said.
To some, the Hate Map is less shocking than it is a reminder of the need to work together.
"We need to reach out to these hate groups," said Arbazz Mohammed of Sahaba Initiative, a San Bernardino-based group
that works to build relationships among people of differing faiths throughout the Inland Empire.
"They might be doing this because they are powerless, marginalized and are feeling ignored. We need to talk to one
another."
Mohammed added that the current polarization of Americans based on politics and culture isn't productive.
"When we cut off ties with our neighbors or community members because they think or act differently, the vicious cycle
of hate continues.
"We need to stop that. And the only way is to stop screaming at one another and start building bridges."
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The Panther: Chapman University
January 29, 2017

We must take action against xenophobia
Guest column by Sam Gershik, sophomore creative producing major
Sam Gershik, sophomore creative producing major
On Jan. 25 , President Donald Trump signed an executive order that banned people who were born in Syria, Libya, Iraq,
Iran, Sudan, Yemen and Somalia from entering the U.S. for at least the next 90 days. This order also refuses to welcome
people fleeing Syria as refugees indefinitely.
A section of the executive order states, "The United States should not admit those who engage in acts of bigotry or hatred
... or those who would oppress Americans of any race, gender, or sexual orientation." Omitted from that last phrase is the
word religion. This ban isn't on those seven countries because they've committed hostile acts towards the U.S.; it's because
those countries' populations are predominantly Muslim. This ban isn't for security purposes, it's simply blatant
xenophobia on an international level.
A less reported section of the order states that after 60 days, Trump commands a list from the secretary of state and
secretary of homeland security suggesting people from additional countries will be banned from entering the U.S. These
secretaries are both men who have been approved by Congress but not by the American people.
A common misconception of the citizens of the U.S. is that the "separation of church and state" is a Constitutional
absolute. Sadly, it is but an interpretation of the First Amendment. It was first interpreted that way by the third U.S.
president, Thomas Jefferson, but not officially recognized in the Constitution. This discrepancy has been noted and has
been used in many court cases to justify religious bias in the United States.
This executive order is the epitome of government oppressing a vastly peaceful religion in the name of a few extremists,
discounting that every group has extremists. The U.S. has a massive group that considers itself a 'right wing extremist
group,' but most people call it the Ku Klux Klan. When hate groups influence our government's choices and our laws, we
become no better than our enemies.
What does it say about our leaders that they not only approve but condone innocent people being persecuted simply
because of their national origin? Half of the Senate has not spoken publicly about this order (at the time this column was
written), and while the order does have bipartisan opposition, the senators who say nothing have just as much power as
those who speak out.
Thankfully, the job of enforcing this horrendous policy falls to regular citizens, who have the ability and responsibility to
refuse and resist this order. We as young people have the opportunity to change the world for the better or worse, right
now. This order could be the start of a terrible chapter in our American history. It could be our generation's Trail of Tears,
our Jim Crow, our Nuremberg, all of which were government policies.
We citizens have the power to save our reputation as a tolerant and respectful country, and I can't fathom why we wouldn't
want to do so. I think at some point we forgot that other people are humans, no matter how different they are from us.
If this inspired you whatsoever, please let your congress representative/senator know. Tell them your feelings on this and
any other issues, from foreign policy to social issues to how to clean grout. For the Chapman area, our representative is
Lou Correa, and you can reach his office at 202-225-2965. Our senators are Kamala Harris, who can be reached at 202224-3553, and Dianne Feinstein, at 202-224-3841.
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Phoenix Business Journal (Arizona)
January 29, 2017

Tesla's Elon Musk, McCain come out against, Trump defends Muslim countries
travel, refugee ban
Mike Sunnucks
Tesla Motors (Nasdaq: TSLA) CEO Elon Musk and U.S. Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., have joined the chorus of business
and technology elites speaking out against U.S. President Donald Trump's executive orders restricting refugees and entry
into the U.S. from seven Muslim nations.
Trump defended his moves on Twitter (NYSE: TWTR) today saying they will protect the U.S. from terrorism.
`
Musk - who is serving on a Trump panel of CEOs - said this weekend the temporary bans are the wrong idea.
"The blanket entry ban on citizens from certain primarily Muslim countries is not the best way to address the country's
challenges," Musk said via Twitter.
Musk is one of the founding forces behind PayPal (Nasdaq: PYPL), SolarCity and SpaceX. He's also met with Trump
about the U.S. economy and innovation.
`.S. Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., has also come out against the Trump orders.
In a joint statement with U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., McCain chided the order. (It's posted below). McCain and
Graham have battled Trump over trade, Russia and during the 2016 campaign.
Trump promised the bans during the 2016 campaign to help keep ISIS and other Islamic extremists out of the U.S. during
the presidential campaign and followed through on that promise during his first full week in office.
"Our country needs strong borders and extreme vetting, NOW. Look what is happening all over Europe and,
indeed, the world - a horrible mess!," Trump said via Twitter Sunday.
Trump has also said he would help Christians emigrate to the U.S. from Syria and other Muslim majority countries where
they face persecution. The seven countries on the list have had problems with ISIS and other terror groups or have been
linked to financing of Islamic extremists.
"Christians in the Middle-East have been executed in large numbers. We cannot allow this horror to continue!,"
Trump tweeted.
Musk - who considered Arizona for a $6 billion electric battery plant that he eventually located in Nevada - disagrees.
SolarCity - which merged with Tesla last year - has also had some big battled with Arizona Public Service and its parent
Pinnacle West Capital Corp. (NYSE: PNW) over solar policies.
"Many people negatively affected by this policy are strong supporters of the US. They've done right, not wrong and don't
deserve to be rejected," Musk tweeted.
The Trump orders on immigration, travel and refugees from the Muslim countries has galvanized progressive, business
and other opponents even more than the new president's moves related to trade deals and Mexico.
Trump first talked about restricting travel from some Muslim countries after the 2015 San Bernardino terror attack.
Protesters and immigration attorneys have convened at major U.S. airports in New York, Washington D.C., Los Angeles,
Chicago and Phoenix.
Attorneys from the Arizona Chapter of the American Immigration Lawyers Association are at Phoenix Sky Harbor
International Airport this weekend ready to help any passengers impacted or worried about Trump's moves.
"We will be waiting outside of the international arrivals terminal at Sky Harbor in the event that a passenger is unlawfully
denied entry into the United States in violation of the federal judge's stay," said Ruben L Reyes, chair for the Arizona
immigration attorneys group, which opposes the Trump actions.
Here's the full statement from McCain and Graham:
"Our government has a responsibility to defend our borders, but we must do so in a way that makes us safer and upholds
all that is decent and exceptional about our nation.
"It is clear from the confusion at our airports across the nation that President Trump's executive order was not properly
vetted. We are particularly concerned by reports that this order went into effect with little to no consultation with the
Departments of State, Defense, Justice, and Homeland Security.
"Such a hasty process risks harmful results. We should not stop green-card holders from returning to the country they call
home. We should not stop those who have served as interpreters for our military and diplomats from seeking refuge in
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the country they risked their lives to help. And we should not turn our backs on those refugees who have been shown
through extensive vetting to pose no demonstrable threat to our nation, and who have suffered unspeakable horrors, most
of them women and children.
"Ultimately, we fear this executive order will become a self-inflicted wound in the fight against terrorism. At this very
moment, American troops are fighting side-by-side with our Iraqi partners to defeat ISIL. But this executive order bans
Iraqi pilots from coming to military bases in Arizona to fight our common enemies. Our most important allies in the fight
against ISIL are the vast majority of Muslims who reject its apocalyptic ideology of hatred. This executive order sends a
signal, intended or not, that America does not want Muslims coming into our country. That is why we fear this executive
order may do more to help terrorist recruitment than improve our security."
Did you find this article useful? Why not subscribe to Phoenix Business196 of 500 DOCUMENTS
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Portland Press Herald
January 29, 2017

3 delegation members fault Trump; The president's order suspending admission
of refugees draws a sharp reaction from Collins, Pingree and King.
BETH QUIMBY; Meredith Goad
FULL TEXT
President Trump's ban on refugees entering the United States drew sharp reactions Saturday from three members of
Maine's congressional delegation - and from a Portland specialist in immigration law, who called the move "cruel."
Trump signed an order Friday to suspend admission of all refugees for 120 days while a new system is set up to tighten
vetting for those from predominantly Muslim countries and give preference to religious minorities. Trump said that the
goal is to screen out "radical Islamic terrorists" and that priority for admission will be given to Christians.
The order placed a temporary entry ban on citizens of seven countries: Iraq, Iran, Syria, Yemen, Sudan, Libya and
Somalia.
Asked if they support Trump's ban, and whether Christians should be granted priority over Muslims when entering the
country, most of Maine's congressional delegation expressed deep concern over the consequences of such actions.
Republican Sen. Susan Collins said in a prepared statement that while improvements could be made to the nation's refugee
screening process, the worldwide ban ordered by Trump "is overly broad and implementing it will be immediately
problematic."
Collins said the ban "could interfere with the immigration of Iraqis who worked for American forces in Iraq as translators
and bodyguards - people who literally saved the lives of our troops and diplomats during the last decade and whose lives
are at risk if they remain in Iraq."
Maine's senior senator added that while it is "appropriate" to consider religious persecution when reviewing a
request for refugee status, "a preference should not be given to people who practice a particular religion, nor
should a greater burden be imposed on people who practice a particular religion. As I stated last summer, religious
tests serve no useful purpose in the immigration process and run contrary to our American values."
Rep. Chellie Pingree, a Democrat, said Trump doesn't understand what America is about.
"Over the past week, President Trump has struck terror in the hearts of communities throughout Maine which are
strengthened by immigrants and refugees. I will do everything I can to assure Maine's refugees and immigrants, no matter
their religion or the color of their skin, that they are welcome here, " she said in a statement Saturday.
Pingree, who represents the 1st District, said it is wrong for the American government to prioritize or show preferential
treatment to one religious group over another.
Scott Ogden, spokesman for Sen. Angus King, an independent, said in a statement that King believes the country must
pursue solutions "that will actually protect our homeland."
"The latest actions taken by this administration, however, don't protect us, but actually compromise our nation's security,"
Ogden said. "They only isolate America from our allies, marginalize this country's Muslim population who are often the
source for information that helps prevent terrorism, and are inconsistent with who we are as a country."
Beth Stickney, a former lawyer with the Immigrant Legal Advocacy Project and now a Portland immigration law and
policy consultant, said there are people in Maine who are feeling the impact of Trump's decision to close U.S. borders to
refugees. Stickney said immigrants with refugee status are allowed to bring over only their immediate families, including
a spouse and children under the age of 21 but excluding any other relatives such as parents or siblings.
"There are definitely people in Maine, just like there are around the country, who have started the process nearly two
years ago who are just waiting for them to come," said Stickney.
Stickney said those family members have had their final interviews and are waiting to be notified of their travel
arrangements by the Internal Office of Migration, the U.S. government contractor that makes the travel arrangements for
refugees.
"These will be people who have been waiting for a really long time. This is just cruel for them," said Stickney.
Republican Rep. Bruce Poliquin, who represents the 2nd District, did not reply to specific questions about Trump's
executive order, but his spokesman, Brendan Conley, said Poliquin's policy in Congress "has been to increase border
security, end sanctuary cities and stop Syrian refugee admissions until national security agencies put in place effective
processes to ensure that no suspected or potential terrorists are allowed to cross our borders
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The Salt Lake Tribune
January 29, 2017

Washngton Post Editorial: Trump's refugee ban is pandering to fear
The executive order that President Donald Trump signed on Friday calling a temporary halt to travel to the United
States from seven predominantly Muslim nations ccc and indefinitely blocking refugees from the world's largest
humanitarian crisis, in Syria ccc is an affront to values upon which the nation was founded and that have made it a
beacon of hope around the world. George Washington declared in 1783 that the "bosom of America is open" not only to
the "opulent and respectable stranger" but also "the oppressed and persecuted." Now Trump has slammed the door on the
oppressed and persecuted in a fit of irrational xenophobia.
He ordered foreign nationals from Syria, Iran, Sudan, Libya, Somalia, Yemen and Iraq be barred immediately from entry
into the United States for 90 days while more rigorous visa screening is put into place. This touched off panic and chaos
at airports on Saturday as people with already-issued visas were turned away from boarding flights and others detained
on arrival. Among those caught in the mess and held at John F. Kennedy Airport in New York was an Iraqi who had
worked for the United States in Iraq for a decade. Green card holders, already permanent residents in the United States
who happened to be overseas, were told they could no longer re-enter. Untold thousands of people who have applied for
visas ccc including translators and interpreters who have worked with U.S. forces in Iraq ccc were left wondering if they
would ever make it to American shores.
Syria's civil war has forced about 4.8 million people to flee to neighboring countries, and 1 million are seeking asylum in
Europe. Trump callously and without evidence declared that Syrian refugees are "detrimental to the interests of
the United States," although in fact the relatively small number who have come to the United States have proven
overwhelmingly positive. Trump's four-month ban on refugees from these predominantly Muslim nations was
accompanied by an instruction to prioritize refugee claims made by religious minorities facing persecution, chiefly
Christians whose communities have suffered greatly over many decades. We think there's a legitimate place in refugee
policy for favoring persecuted minorities, but favoring one faith while blocking people from another is demeaning to all
and runs counter to the basic tenet that the United States does not discriminate by religion.
Trump claims these seven countries might produce terrorists who "will use any means possible to enter the United
States." The country that supplied 15 of the 19 hijackers in the 9/11 attacks is Saudi Arabia, which is not on Trump's list.
Vigilance is always called for, but refugees to the United States are as a whole grateful and hard-working and have not
resorted to terrorism. Cutting them off not only punishes the most vulnerable, but may encourage terrorist recruitment
and violence.
Trump's actions pander to rage and fear of outsiders. Yet our long history shows these fears are unfounded. The diversity,
experience and striving of immigrants and refugees have immeasurably strengthened the United States; outbursts of antialien sentiment have only weakened it.

78

Spokesman Review (Spokane, WA)
January 29, 2017 Sunday

Pence applauds Trump's ban on refugees VP called similar proposal 'offensive'
a year ago
Avi Selk Washington Post
Vice President Mike Pence and Defense Secretary James Mattis stood directly behind their boss Friday, one man on each
side, as President Donald Trump announced an order that will ban half the world's Shiite Muslims from entering the
country for months.
"I'm establishing new vetting measures to keep radical Islamic terrorists out of the United States," Trump said
from his podium at the Pentagon. "We don't want 'em here."
Pence nodded along to the words. It was just over a year earlier when he had called Trump's proposal to ban all Muslims
from entering the United States "offensive and unconstitutional." That was before Trump picked him as his running mate
and won the election.
Trump sat down after his speech, signed the executive order and handed it to Mattis - a retired general who six
months earlier had said the mere suggestion of a ban on Muslims caused "great damage" to world order.
Now, Mattis was defense secretary. He took the order and grinned while Pence started clapping.
Like other Republicans, the two men's condemnations of Trump's words had evaporated as he drew closer to
power - and as his original call for "a total and complete shutdown of Muslims entering the United States"
morphed into a nearly 3,000-word order that does not mention Islam but temporarily bars visitors from seven
Muslim-majority countries.
One of those countries, Syria, had attracted Pence's scrutiny even before a young Trump campaign waded into the issue
in late 2015.
He was one of more than two dozen governors who called for a suspension of Syrian refugees that year - as a civil war
there fueled fears that terrorists would slip into the United States amid the wave of evacuees.
But when Trump upped the ante in December 2015 - calling for a border ban on all Muslims "until our country's
representatives can figure out what the hell is going on" - Pence joined the immediate Republican backlash.
Trump's words may have been "offensive" to Pence, but they were popular with others. After winning contest after contest
in the spring primaries and turning his sights on the general election, Trump blasted Democrat Hillary Clinton for
border policies that would "let the Muslims flow in."
A few months later, a taciturn retired general who had overseen all U.S. military operations in the Middle East felt
compelled to speak out against Trump.
The call for a Muslim ban was causing American allies to think "we have lost faith in reason," Mattis told Politico last
July.
He and Pence were joined in displeasure by Republicans across the spectrum.
Even Trump's campaign eventually distanced itself from his rhetoric. "Donald Trump's Contract with the American
Voter," released last October, mentions no Muslim ban, but rather "extreme vetting" and a halt on immigration "from
terror-prone regions."
And by late 2016, with prospects for White House jobs in the wind, some of Trump's former critics went mum on the
issue.
Neither Pence nor Mattis have commented in public about the executive order after applauding its signing on Friday.
But another compatriot from their days as Trump critics has offered his take.
House Speaker Paul Ryan, who once called any Muslim ban un-American, said in a statement Friday that "President
Trump is right."
"We are a compassionate nation, and I support the refugee resettlement program, but it's time to reevaluate and strengthen
the visa-vetting process," Ryan said.
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St. Louis Post-Dispatch (Missouri)
January 29, 2017 Sunday

Judge blocks portion of Trump's refugee travel ban
By ALICIA A. CALDWELL - Associated Press
A federal judge issued an emergency order Saturday night temporarily barring the U.S. from deporting people from
nations subject to President Donald Trump's travel ban.
U.S. District Judge Ann Donnelly in New York issued the emergency order after lawyers for the American Civil
Liberties Union filed a court petition on behalf of people from seven predominantly Muslim nations who were
detained at airports across the country as the ban took effect.
As the decision was announced, cheers broke out in crowds of demonstrators who had gathered at American airports and
outside the Brooklyn courthouse where the ruling was issued.
The order barred U.S. border agents from removing anyone who arrived in the U.S. with a valid visa from Iraq,
Syria, Iran, Sudan, Libya, Somalia and Yemen. It also covered anyone with an approved refugee application.
It was unclear how quickly the order might affect people in detention.
Under Trump's order, it had appeared that an untold number of foreign-born U.S. residents now traveling outside the U.S.
could be stuck overseas for at least 90 days - even though they held permanent residency "green cards" or other visas.
However, an official with the Department of Homeland Security said Saturday night that no green card holders from the
seven countries cited in Trump's order had been prevented from entering the U.S.
Some foreign nationals who were allowed to board flights before the order was signed Friday had been detained at U.S.
airports, and told they were no longer welcome. The Homeland Security official who briefed reporters by phone said 109
people who were in transit on airplanes had been denied entry and 173 had not been allowed to get on their planes overseas.
Trump billed his sweeping executive order as a necessary step to stop "radical Islamic terrorists" from coming to the U.S.
Included is a 90-day ban on travel to the U.S. by citizens of Iraq, Syria, Iran, Sudan, Libya, Somalia or Yemen and a 120day suspension of the U.S. refugee program.
Trump's order singled out Syrians for the most aggressive ban, indefinitely blocking entry for anyone from that country,
including those fleeing civil war.
The directive did not do anything to prevent attacks from homegrown extremists, a primary concern of federal law
enforcement officials.
It also omitted Saudi Arabia, home to most of the Sept. 11 hijackers.
As a candidate, Trump pledged to temporarily ban Muslims from coming to the U.S., then said he would implement
"extreme vetting" for people from countries with significant terrorism concerns.
Trump told reporters Saturday the order is "not a Muslim ban."
"It's working out very nicely," Trump said of the implementation of his order. "We're going to have a very, very strict
ban, and we're going to have extreme vetting, which we should have had in this country for many years."
The order sparked protests at several of the nation's international airports, including New York's Kennedy and Chicago's
O'Hare and facilities in Minneapolis and Dallas- Fort Worth.
In San Francisco, hundreds of protesters blocked the street outside the arrival area of the international terminal.
Several dozen people demonstrated at the airport in Portland, Ore., briefly disrupting light rail service while hoisting signs
that read "Portland Coffee Is From Yemen" and chanting anti-Trump slogans.
Among the dozens showing support for refugees at Denver's airport were those who sang "refugees are welcome here."
U.S. lawmakers and officials around the globe also criticized Trump's order. Sen. Ben Sasse, a Republican from Nebraska
on the Senate Armed Services Committee, said that while Trump is right to focus on border security, the order is "too
broad."
"If we send a signal to the Middle East that the U.S. sees all Muslims as jihadis, the terrorist recruiters win by telling kids
that America is banning Muslims and that this is America versus one religion," Sasse said. "Our generational fight against
jihadism requires wisdom."
In Tehran, Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif said Iran would stop issuing new visas to U.S. citizens in response
to Trump's ban, but that anyone already with a visa to Iran wouldn't be turned away.
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau took to Twitter on Saturday afternoon to say that refugees were welcome in
Canada, "regardless of your faith."
Two of the first people blocked from entering the U.S. were Iraqis with links to the U.S. military.
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Hameed Khalid Darweesh and Haider Sameer Abdulkhaleq Alshawi were detained after landing at New York's Kennedy
airport Friday night. Both had been released by Saturday night after their lawyers intervened.
Darweesh had worked as an interpreter for the U.S. Army in Iraq in 2003 and later worked as a contract engineer. In their
court filing, his lawyers said Alshawai's wife had worked for a U.S. security contractor in Iraq. Members of her family
had been killed by insurgents because of their association with the U.S. military.
The government can exempt foreign nationals from the ban if their entry is deemed in the national interest. But it was not
immediately clear how that exemption might be applied.
Diplomats from the seven countries singled out by Trump's order would still be allowed into the U.S.
Those already in the U.S. with a visa or green card would be allowed to stay, according to an official who wasn't authorized
to publicly discuss the details of how Trump's order was being put in place and spoke only on condition of anonymity.
Trump's order also directed U.S. officials to review information as needed to fully vet foreigners asking to come to the
U.S. and draft a list of countries that don't provide that information. That left open the possibility that citizens of other
countries could also face a travel ban.
The U.S. may still admit refugees on a case-by-case basis during the freeze, and the government would continue to process
requests from people claiming religious persecution, "provided that the religion of the individual is a minority religion in
the individual's country."
The Council on American-Islamic Relations said it would challenge the constitutionality of Trump's order.
"There is no evidence that refugees - the most thoroughly vetted of all people entering our nation - are a threat to
national security," said Lena F. Masri, the group's national litigation director. "This is an order that is based on
bigotry, not reality."
John Cohen, a former Department of Homeland Security counterterrorism official who worked under Democratic
and Republican administrations, said the order didn't address America's "primary terrorism-related threat" people already in the U.S. who become inspired by what they see on the internet.
It is unclear how many people would be immediately affected by the nonrefugee travel ban. According to the
statistics maintained by Homeland Security, about 17,000 students from the seven designated countries were
allowed into the U.S. for the 2015-2016 school year. In 2015, more than 86,000 people from those countries arrived
in the U.S. on other, nonimmigrant visas and more than 52,000 others became legal permanent residents.
Last year the U.S. resettled 85,000 people displaced by war, political oppression, hunger and religious prejudice, including
more than 12,000 Syrians. Before leaving office President Barack Obama announced that the U.S. would accept 110,000
refugees in the coming year, but Trump's order cut that by more than half to 50,000.
No refugees were in the air when the travel ban was signed Friday, but about 350 people were in transit in Nairobi, Kenya,
and were now stuck there, said Melanie Nezer, vice president of policy and advocacy for HIAS, a refugee resettlement
aid agency. She said several hundred more people who were booked on U.S.-bound flights in the next week were now
stranded around the globe.
"This in effect could be a permanent ban," she said. "Many of these people may never be able to come."
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Trump order sparks outcry, worry
The Associated Press
WASHINGTON -- Confusion, worry and outrage grew Saturday as President Donald Trump's crackdown on refugees
and citizens from seven majority-Muslim countries took effect. Airlines blocked people traveling to the United States,
legal challenges were underway and doubts abounded about whether the order would make America safer.
The immediate fallout from Trump's order meant that an untold number of foreign-born U.S. residents now traveling
outside the U.S. could be stuck overseas for at least 90 days -- despite holding permanent residency "green cards" or other
visas. And some foreign nationals who were allowed to board flights before the order was signed Friday were being
detained at U.S. airports, told they were no longer welcome.
Trump billed his sweeping executive order as a necessary step to stop "radical Islamic terrorists" from coming to
the U.S. Included is a 90-day ban on travel to the U.S. by citizens of Iraq, Syria, Iran, Sudan, Libya, Somalia or
Yemen and a 120-day suspension of the U.S. refugee program.
SEE trump, A8
Trump's order singled out Syrians for the most aggressive ban, indefinitely blocking entry for anyone from that country,
including those fleeing civil war.
The directive did not do anything to prevent attacks from homegrown extremists who were already in America, a primary
concern of federal law enforcement officials. It also omitted Saudi Arabia, home to most of the Sept. 11 hijackers.
As a candidate Trump pledged to temporarily ban Muslims from coming to the U.S., then said he would implement
"extreme vetting" for people from countries with significant terror concerns.
Trump told reporters Saturday the order is "not a Muslim ban."
"It's working out very nicely," Trump said of the implementation of his order. "We're going to have a very, very strict ban
and we're going to have extreme vetting, which we should have had in this country for many years."
The order drew criticism from U.S. lawmakers and officials around the globe.
Sen. Ben Sasse, a Nebraska Republican on the Senate Armed Services Committee, said while Trump is right to focus on
border security, the order is "too broad."
"If we send a signal to the Middle East that the U.S. sees all Muslims as jihadis, the terrorist recruiters win by telling kids
that America is banning Muslims and that this is America versus one religion," Sasse said. "Our generational fight against
jihadism requires wisdom."
In Tehran, Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif said Iran would stop issuing new visas to U.S. citizens in
response to Trump's ban, but that anyone already with a visa to Iran wouldn't be turned away.
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau took to Twitter Saturday afternoon to say that refugees were welcome
in Canada, "regardless of your faith."
Two of the first people blocked from entering the United States were Iraqis with links to the U.S. military.
Hameed Khalid Darweesh and Haider Sameer Abdulkhaleq Alshawi were detained by immigration officials after landing
at New York's Kennedy International Airport Friday night. Darweesh had worked as an interpreter for the U.S. Army
when it invaded Iraq in 2003. Later he worked as a contract engineer. He was allowed into the U.S. Saturday afternoon,
hours after his attorney petitioned a federal court to let the two men go.
In their court filing, his lawyers said Alshawai's wife had worked for a U.S. security contractor in Iraq. Members of her
family had been killed by insurgents because of their association with the U.S. military.
The government can exempt foreign nationals from the ban if their entry is deemed in the national interest. But it was not
immediately clear how that exemption might be applied.
Diplomats from the seven countries singled out by Trump's order would still be allowed into the U.S.
Those already in the U.S. with a visa or green card would be allowed to stay, according to the official, who wasn't
authorized to publicly discuss the details of how Trump's order was being put in place and spoke only on condition of
anonymity.
Trump's order also directed U.S. officials to review information as needed to fully vet foreigners asking to come to the
U.S. and draft a list of countries that don't provide that information. That left open the possibility that citizens of other
countries could also face a travel ban.
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The U.S. may still admit refugees on a case-by-case basis during the freeze, and the government would continue to process
requests from people claiming religious persecution, "provided that the religion of the individual is a minority religion in
the individual's country."
The Council on American-Islamic Relations said it would challenge the constitutionality of Trump's order.
"There is no evidence that refugees -- the most thoroughly vetted of all people entering our nation -- are a threat
to national security," said Lena F. Masri, the group's national litigation director. "This is an order that is based
on bigotry, not reality."
John Cohen, a former Department of Homeland Security counterterrorism official who worked under Democratic
and Republican administrations, said the order didn't address America's "primary terrorism-related threat" -people already in the U.S. who become inspired by what they see on the internet.
Trump's order drew support from some Republican lawmakers who have urged more security measures for the refugee
vetting program, particularly for those from Syria.
"We are a compassionate nation and a country of immigrants. But as we know, terrorists are dead set on using our
immigration and refugee programs as a Trojan Horse to attack us," House Homeland Security Committee Chairman
Michael McCaul said in a statement Friday. "With the stroke of a pen, he is doing more to shut down terrorist pathways
into this country than the last administration did in eight years."
It is unclear how many people would be immediately impacted by the non-refugee travel ban. According to the statistics
maintained by the Homeland Security Department, about 17,000 students from the seven designated countries were
allowed into the U.S. for the 2015-2016 school year. In 2015 more than 86,000 people from those countries arrived in the
U.S. on other, non-immigrant visas and more than 52,000 others became legal permanent residents.
Last year the U.S. resettled 85,000 people displaced by war, political oppression, hunger and religious prejudice, including
more than 12,000 Syrians. Before leaving office President Barack Obama announced that the U.S. would accept 110,000
refugees in the coming year, but Trump's order cut that by more than half to 50,000.
No refugees were in the air when the travel ban was signed Friday, but about 350 people were in transit in Nairobi, Kenya,
and were now stuck there, said Melanie Nezer, vice president of policy and advocacy for HIAS, a refugee resettlement
aid agency. She said several hundred more people who were booked on U.S.-bound flights in the next week were now
stranded around the globe.
"This in effect could be a permanent ban," she said. "Many of these people may never be able to come."
From Page A1
A protester raises her fist and shouts as she joins others assembled Saturday at John F. Kennedy International
Airport in New York after two Iraqi refugees were detained while trying to enter the country. The Associated
Press
Protesters assemble Saturday at John F. Kennedy International Airport in New York after two Iraqi refugees were
detained while trying to enter the country. The Associated Press
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Trump suspends refugee entry, vows priority for Christians Trump approves
tougher vetting, vows priority for Christians
Carol Morello
President Trump said Friday that Christians will be given priority to come to the United States as refugees and
later signed an order to suspend the admission of refugees for 120 days and increase the vetting of potential
refugees from predominantly Muslim nations to screen out "radical Islamic terrorists."
"We don't want them here," Trump said in a signing ceremony at the Pentagon. "We only want to admit those
into our country who will support our country and love deeply our people."
In an interview with the Christian Broadcasting Network earlier Friday, Trump was asked whether he would
prioritize persecuted Christians in the Middle East for admission as refugees, and he replied, "Yes."
"They've been horribly treated," he said. "Do you know if you were a Christian in Syria it was impossible, at least
very tough, to get into the United States? If you were a Muslim you could come in, but if you were a Christian it
was almost impossible. And the reason that was so unfair - everybody was persecuted, in all fairness - but they
were chopping off the heads of everybody, but more so the Christians. And I thought it was very, very unfair.
"So we are going to help them."
A Pew Research Center study found that overall Christians and Muslims were admitted as refugees in about equal
numbers in 2016, and far more Christians have been admitted since 2002. Since the beginning of the Syrian civil
war and the rise of the Islamic State, many more Muslims than Christians have been killed or displaced because
of the violence. A 2015 Washington Post poll found that 78 percent of Americans favored equal consideration for
refugees regardless of religion.
The order was called "Protecting the Nation From Foreign Terrorist Entry into the United States" and contained a
temporary entry ban that would affect citizens of seven countries - Iraq, Iran, Syria, Yemen, Sudan, Libya and Somalia.
The order calls for a halt to the flow of refugees from Syria until further notice and suspends all refugee admissions for
120 days until more analysis can determine which countries harbor the greatest threat. The annual intake of refugees for
fiscal 2017 would also fall to 50,000 from more than 100,000 authorized now, according to the order.
The downsizing of the refugee program, which had grown under the Obama administration, fulfills Trump's campaign
pledge to start the "extreme vetting" of immigrants and refugees, even though the United States already conducts the most
rigorous and drawn-out screening process in the world.
Syrians are subject to special attention because the Islamic State controls significant amounts of territory in their
country. An estimated 11 million Syrians have fled their homes since the outbreak of fighting in 2011, with almost
5 million registered as refugees and more than 6 million internally displaced.
U.S. vetting has changed significantly since the refugee program was suspended for several months after the attacks of
Sept. 11, 2001.
After applicants register with the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees, that agency refers some of the most
vulnerable to the United States. They include single mothers and their children, victims of violence and people with
severe medical conditions requiring sophisticated treatment. Last year, the UNHCR referred more than 34,000
applicants, up from 16,000 in 2015 and 10,000 the year before that.
Syrians being considered for resettlement in the United States pass through a complex, multitiered background
investigation. It involves biometric and database screening, personal interviews to look for inconsistencies in their stories,
and security screenings by the National Counterterrorism Center, the FBI, the Department of Homeland Security and the
State Department.
The process typically takes nine months to two years to complete.
In the fiscal year that ended in October, the United States admitted 12,500 Syrian refugees. An additional 3,500 were
admitted for resettlement in the last three months of 2016. The overwhelming majority were women and children.
Now, with Trump's executive order, the flow grinds to an immediate halt. People who have sold their belongings in
preparation for an imminent departure may not be allowed to board their flights to the United States. It was not
immediately clear what would happen to those refugees already in the air when the order was signed.
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Some refugees were finding their appointments with DHS officials canceled even before the order, said Linda Hartke,
head of the Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service. Unaccompanied refugee minors living in camps, helped by the
group, now cannot fly to the United States to live with foster families, she said.
Refugee advocates slammed the order as cruel, while proponents of tighter immigration controls said it would protect
Americans from radical Islamists who might try to sneak into the United States as refugees and launch an attack.
"The ban on refugees will severely cripple the U.S. refugee program, leaving thousands who face life-threatening
danger without humanitarian protection," said Greg Chen, director of advocacy for the American Immigration
Lawyers Association. "This policy does not make us safer. It shows weakness and withdraws our nation from the
position as global leader when so many refugees urgently need protection."
The International Rescue Committee called suspending refugee resettlement a "harmful and hasty" decision that would
affect thousands of innocent people - mostly women and children - awaiting resettlement to the United States. "America
has the strongest, most successful resettlement program in the world," said David Miliband, head of the IRC. "Certified
by successive administrations, the U.S. resettlement program makes it harder to get to the United States as a refugee than
any other route."
But skeptics of current vetting procedures question how effective they can be for refugees from a war-torn country such
as Syria.
"If we're looking for the perfect way to deal with this, I'm not sure it exists," said Ira Mehlman, a spokesman for
the Federation for American Immigration Reform (FAIR). "What we need to do is, the best we can, balancing the
competing obligations of protecting people in imminent peril and the safety of the American people."
The UNHCR has warned for several years that the world is undergoing a refugee and migration crisis of epic proportions,
comparable only to the period after World War II. Some analysts caution that the decision to suspend refugee admissions
to a country that defines itself as a nation of immigrants could lead other governments to follow suit and undermine U.S.
credibility.
"If you want ironclad guarantees, you'd have to stop all immigration, business travelers and students," said David
Martin, who worked on immigration and refugee policy at the State Department and DHS. "If you're going to say
you're not going to admit anybody to the United States, that's surrendering a key part of our heritage and blinding
ourselves to genuine human suffering."
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San Antonio Express News
January 21, 2017

'Gay Hitler' polls Muslims across the state
Brian Chasnoff,
HIGHLIGHT: 1) Islamic leaders say Rep. Kyle Biedermann's letter represents the rise of Islamophobia across the
state.
Texas, this is what happens when you elect a candidate who once wore a " gay Hitler " costume. In short order, he
sends a letter to Muslims across the state to poll them on terrorism. State Rep. Kyle Biedermann, R-Fredericksburg,
has stamped his harassing letter "URGENT REPLY ASAP," informing its recipients weeks before Texas Muslim Capitol
Day that he would share their responses "with Texas elected officials."
I tried to warn you about this, Texas. I wrote about Biedermann last year, when a photograph surfaced of him, a swastika
on his arm and a pink sash around his neck, making a Nazi "sieg heil" salute. "Gay Hitler" debuted on Saturday Night
Live in 2001. Biedermann resurrected the character about nine years ago for an SNL-themed costume party that benefited
a food pantry. Before running for office as a "conservative, Christian Republican," he removed the offensive photo from
his Facebook page. When I wrote about it in March, Biedermann was in a runoff election for Texas House District 73,
which covers Comal, Gillespie and Kendall counties just north of San Antonio. Well, he won. Now, Islamic leaders
across the state, including in San Antonio, are receiving letters signed by Biedermann that insinuate with no
evidence that they support violent extremism. "According to the Pew Research Center," the letter stated, "large
percentages of Muslims in 39 countries want Sharia law, a legal code based on the Quran and other authoritative
Islamic writings, to be the official law of the land in their country." The letter asked Texas Muslims to answer
whether they support a "Declaration of Muslim Reform Movement," a pledge to keep former Muslims safe and
efforts to designate the Muslim Brotherhood as a foreign terrorist organization. Ibrahim Hooper, national
communications director for the Council on American-Islamic Relations, agreed that Biedermann's "gay Hitler" high jinks
foreshadowed the intimidating letter. "Whenever these things occur, they don't drop from the sky without some kind of
history," Hooper said. "There's always a history with these people, a history of bigotry and intolerance, usually tied to
others, and then they just shift their targets when they feel empowered by this administration." By "this administration,"
Hooper meant the newly inaugurated President Donald Trump. "Unfortunately, with the election of Trump, we've seen
the empowerment of the Islamophobic industry in our nation, and (Biedermann's letter) is just symptomatic of
that disturbing phenomenon" he said. "What he is trying to do is a new type of poll tax for Texas Muslims.
Basically, he is seeking to intimidate them from engaging in political participation." Texas Muslims are expected to
visit the state Capitol on Jan. 31 for Texas Muslim Capitol Day to meet lawmakers and learn about state government. On
Friday, I tried to contact Biedermann to ask about the letter. A political consultant responded with a written statement
from the lawmaker: "The poll that went out was paid for with private funds and was sent out to gather responses in advance
of my upcoming Homeland Security Summit." The goal of the Jan. 26 summit, according to Biedermann's website,
is "to thoroughly understand the critical threat of radical Islamic terrorism in Texas . with the aim of enacting
policies and legislation to better protect Texas." Among the "experts" assembled to testify at the hearing is Mayor
Beth Van Duyne of Irving, who spread a hoax in 2015 that a Sharia court had been established in her city. In a
Wednesday news release, Biedermann falsely claimed that Van Duyne "has combatted radical Islam in her city."
Sarwat Husain, president of the San Antonio chapter of the Council of American-Islamic Relations, received an
invitation to the summit, where "experts from across the nation will testify on the dangers of radical Islamic
activity in the state of Texas," it stated. "This is unnecessary," Husain told me. "And honestly, if you really have radical
Islam spreading in Texas, give us evidence. We will work with him hand in hand." In reality, Biedermann is just another
"empty head," Husain said, who can't solve real issues facing the state. "It is dangerous to have representatives like this
in our state," she said. "They are extremists." Gay Hitler could have told you that, Texas. bchasnoff@express-news.net
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Waiting, Warily; Family puts faith in fellow Americans
Lisa Wangsness
A Muslim family in Burlington awaits the inauguration cautiously, trusting that Americans are more welcoming than their
new president.
The Jamal-Eddine family kept a close eye on the news and election-related developments.
The Jamal-Eddine family prepared dinner together. They say they have faith in their country and their fellow Americans.
BURLINGTON -- Three decades ago, Mohammed Jamal-Eddine returned home to Morocco from Boston to make a lifechanging decision. Should he continue studying computer technology in Massachusetts, or switch to a school in Paris?
France was closer to home, and to his beloved parents. But a Moroccan friend who was living there warned him: The
French could spot a foreigner a mile away.
Boston was different. Jamal-Eddine recalled the liberating anonymity he felt striding through the Back Bay alongside
students from all over the world. Nobody gave him a second glance.
"I wanted to live without being judged daily," said Jamal-Eddine, a warm-eyed man with a neatly trimmed beard.
Now, as he awaits the swearing-in of President-elect Donald Trump, who as a candidate made Muslims like JamalEddine a target, the 48-year-old father of three wonders what is happening to the nation he chose to make his own
so many years ago -- and the country his children will inherit. It is a question on the minds of many of the nation's
3.3 million Muslims, whose patriotism and allegiances became a focus of the presidential campaign.
Many share some of the financial woes that beset Trump's working-class supporters -- Jamal-Eddine is between jobs, and
his kids will all be in college next year. But they cannot fathom how so many of their fellow Americans chose Trump as
their president.
Who would have thought, Jamal-Eddine said, that Americans, "in 2017, would elect somebody whose agenda was all
about creating division and identifying people as less than others?"
Now, Jamal-Eddine and his wife, Patricia O'Brien, a convert to Islam, are watching and waiting to see what Trump will
do. They keep the big screen television on when they're at home, tuned to the news. Who is the latest cabinet pick? What
was the latest tweet?
"I'm nervous," said O'Brien, an administrator at Harvard University's Loeb Music Library. "But I'm also hopeful and
confident that career politicians, and career government people, and career think tank folks have our back."
O'Brien, who grew up in an Irish Catholic family in Woburn, may have never experienced life as a religious minority had
she not taken a vacation with her sister to Martha's Vineyard in 1994. She met Jamal-Eddine, who was going on a trip
with friends, on a ferry to the island. Their families supported the marriage, which was celebrated in a Catholic church,
with Jamal-Eddine's brother reading from the Koran before the Mass.
They raised their kids -- Sarah, 20; Ameen, 19; and Samira, 18 -- as Muslims, devoting hours of their weekends to Arabic
school. O'Brien converted about 10 years ago, both because she had come to see Jesus as Muslims do -- a prophet, rather
than God incarnate -- and because, sitting behind her kids as they prayed, she found herself thinking:"I should be with
them."
Occasionally, the family has encountered hostility. For weeks after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, O'Brien's commute
to work took her past a house with a sign proclaiming: "Muslims Go Home."
Twice in recent years, the mosque in Burlington was vandalized.
In 2015, a woman crashed into Sarah's car at a rotary. The other driver caught sight of the shaken teenager's hijab
and snapped: "Towel head!"
But mostly, the Jamal-Eddine kids have lived ordinary middle class lives, realizing their father's long-ago vision of
becoming part of the American crazy quilt. Ameen, an Eagle Scout, takes six classes a semester at Middlesex Community
College. At the battery supply center where he works to help pay for school, his co-workers hardly look up when he
moves to the side for a few minutes for one of his five daily prayers.
When Ameen comes home from work, he often finds half the driveway filled with donations for Syrian refugees, which
he helps store and then load into a truck for shipment overseas by NuDay Syria, an aid group on whose board O'Brien
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serves. Many of the items come from neighbors on their street, who include immigrants from Cape Verde, South Korea,
India, and Russia, and their second-generation relatives.
Samira, a senior at Shawsheen Valley Technical High School, serves as president of the honor society, volunteers at the
local hospital, and works at Target nights and weekends to save for tuition at Worcester Polytechnical Institute next year.
Maybe, she thinks, over the next four years, the country will work through the homophobia, racism, and sexism that came
to the surface during the presidential campaign. And, maybe, emerge with a resolve to change.
"I'm not hopeful for this four years, but for the outcome these four years will bring," she said.
Sarah, a biology student at the University of Massachusetts Boston, is not afraid to wear her hijab in public, not even after
hate crimes against Muslims spiked in the month following the election. She says she feels protected by God with her
head scarf on, and insulated by the Boston area's liberal politics and the Muslim-friendly places she spends most of her
time -- school, the mosque, her job at a travel agency.
At the Islamic Society of Boston Cultural Center in Roxbury, she helps lead a program for younger teens that gathered to
talk right after Election Day.
"This one kid had a shirt that said, 'Make America Great Again, Insha'Allah,' " -- Arabic for "if God wills it" -- she said
with a laugh. "For a lot of the kids, it's a shock, but a lot were extremely educated about the subject."
Their religion, rather than isolating them, has propelled them into the community to give back, said O'Brien, a member
of Burlington's Town Meeting.
"That's the mission of Islam on the ground," she said. "To create a society where there is justice for everybody."
In the next four years, she says, that spirit is more important than ever. To underscore her resolve, she plans to drive
Friday to Washington so she can participate in the Women's March on Saturday.
"We need to get out there and get engaged more," she said. "That's all I heard from all the imams at every halaqa [religious
lecture] since the election -- it's what happened, it happened for a reason, this is our time."
Jamal-Eddine trusts in God -- and, he said with hope in his voice, in his adopted country.
When he returned to the United States in 1987, he worked at a cafeteria in Kenmore Square to help with school expenses.
Occasionally, a customer dropped a racist epithet, he said, or stared at him as though he were stupid as his brain hustled
to translate English to Arabic and back again.
But most, he said, seemed to understand "this is what America is."
He can't see it becoming as hostile to foreigners as the France that repelled him as a young man.
"If I have read the people of this country for all these many years," he said, "I don't think people will stand for that."
Lisa Wangsness can be reached at lisa.wangsness@globe.com
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Sharia law poll sent to mosques
BRANDI GRISSOM BGRISSOM
AUSTIN - A Central Texas lawmaker has sent letters to mosques across Texas asking Islamic leaders to answer
questions about their support for Sharia law, a move critics decried as a calculated effort to intimidate Muslims
who planned to visit the Capitol.
In anticipation of Texas Muslim Capitol Day on Jan. 31, Rep. Kyle Biedermann, a Republican from Fredericksburg, and
two American Islamic organizations sent a poll that asks mosque leaders to indicate their support for three documents.
The letter bears Biedermann's Capitol address, and the words "URGENT REPLY ASAP" are stamped in bright red letters
on the envelope.
One of the documents Biedermann seeks support for is a "Declaration of Muslim Reform Movement" that
repudiates "institutionalized Sharia" and declares support for secular governance, democracy and liberty. The
second is a "Muslim Pledge for Religious Freedom and Safety from Harm for Former Muslims," which renounces
persecution of so-called apostates who leave Islam. The third is federal legislation that designates the Muslim
Brotherhood as a foreign terrorist organization.
Islamic leaders who received the poll said they viewed it as fear-mongering and intimidation. But they said they
would not be swayed from coming to the Capitol to talk with lawmakers as they have every legislative session since
2003.
"All of this foolishness they're doing, they could spend their time better getting to know us," said Mustafaa Carroll,
executive director of the Houston chapter of the Council on American-Islamic Relations. "They don't have the courage to
do that."
Texas Impact, a statewide network of faith leaders from all denominations, has urged mosque leaders not to respond to
Biedermann's letter, which they said bears no official weight despite its calculatedly official appearance. The group also
sent the lawmaker a letter condemning the survey as "disturbing" and "remarkably inhospitable."
"In our view, the letter accompanying your survey is misleading and intimidating," the Rev. Whitney Bodman, president
of Texas Impact, wrote to Biedermann.
The Fredericksburg lawmaker, who is in his first term, gained notoriety during his campaign when a photo surfaced of
him in a "gay Hitler" costume. Biedermann also ran into ethical questions before his term began when he invited, and
then uninvited, lawmakers and their staffers to a $100-a-ticket polo match and alcohol tasting event.
The letter Biedermann sent Jan. 11, the day after he was sworn into office, tells mosque leaders to complete the poll by
indicating whether they support the three documents and mailing their responses to him The results, the letter says, will
be shared with other Texas elected officials. In underlined type, it orders a reply by Jan. 20.
Despite the letter's indication that the poll is related to Texas Muslim Capitol Day, Biedermann said in an emailed
statement that his effort was connected to a Law Enforcement & Homeland Security Advisory Council he created after
he was elected. The poll, he said, was sent in advance of a Homeland Security Summit he is hosting.
A flier advertising that event on Jan. 26 at the Capitol includes the subtitle "Defending Against Radical Islamic Terrorism
in Texas" and lists "special guest speakers" that include Jasser, Darwish and Irving Mayor Beth Van Duyne. The mayor
made national headlines in 2015 when she accused local mosque leaders of bypassing American courts and
instituting Sharia law. Van Duyne did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
"The No. 1 priority of the advisory council has been border security and keeping Texas strong and secure," Biedermann
said in an emailed statement. "Texans of all backgrounds and religions are invited to contact our office to improve both
Texas' border and overall homeland security."
The letter, however, specifically asks about Sharia law and seems to be intended to gauge leaders' support for it.
"According to the Pew Research Center, large percentages of Muslims in 39 countries want Sharia law, a legal code based
on the Quran and other authoritative Islamic writings, to be the official law of the land," the letter states. It goes on to say
that the European Court of Human Rights has "unequivocally ruled that Sharia law is absolutely incompatible
with the fundamental principles of freedom and democracy."
Zuhdi Jasser, president of the American Islamic Forum for Democracy, and Nonie Darwish, director of Former Muslims
United Inc., signed the letter with Biedermann.
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Mohamed-Umer Esmail, an Austin imam who received the poll, said his community is getting accustomed to
unfriendliness at the Capitol and other political arenas.
"It didn't come as a shock because of the environment since the past one-and-a-half years, since the beginning of the
Trump campaign," he said.
Esmail said he would not respond to the survey and instead suggested that Biedermann look to past statements of Texas
imams who have condemned terrorist attacks and violence committed by other Muslims.
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Worker at Tacoma sandwich fixture sues federal government twice for trouble
getting family passports
Alexis Krell
In August, Hashed Mousa, an employee at the MSM Deli on Sixth Avenue in Tacoma, applied to get passports for three
of his kids.
The Tacoma family's attorney said rhetoric during the presidential campaign about immigrants worried the
Mousas, who are Muslim, and they wanted the passports to prove the minors' U.S. citizenship.
The process should have taken weeks but more than five months later, the passports haven't been issued, and the delay
prompted Mousa to sue the federal government this week -- the second time he's done so.
The 37-year-old father of six was born in Yemen, has lived in the United States since 1998 and worked at the Tacoma
sandwich institution for almost 20 years.
He became a citizen in 2005, and the children followed.
"They were worried about the election cycle that just concluded a few minutes ago," the family's attorney, Greg
McLawsen said Friday after President Donald Trump's inauguration. "They were just trying to get the applications done
before today."
McLawsen spoke with The News Tribune after the Mousas declined to do an interview.
Local U.S. Attorney's Office spokeswoman Emily Langlie said Friday she couldn't comment on the lawsuit. She said it
didn't look as if the government had been served yet, and she didn't know whether the case would be handled by the local
office or from Washington, D.C.
The State Department media office did not respond to a request for comment Friday.
During the election season, Trump focused on fears of Islamic extremism in his immigration platform, including
calling for a temporary ban on Muslims entering the country. And at times he spoke of having a registry of Muslims
in the United States.
"There is huge concern in the Muslim communities, and not all of it is very well founded from a legal perspective,"
McLawsen said. "But just to give you a sense, I get between 10 and 20 contacts from Muslim individuals every
day, asking things like: 'Can the president take away my green card?' "
The answer is no, he said. Trump can't take away green cards or citizenship.
But the Mousas had their citizenship questioned previously by the U.S. government, and have sued over similar
passport trouble. They fear their citizenship could be further scrutinized under Trump's administration, and
wanted the children to have passports as additional documents to prove it.
"They're coming from a place where the government has already, for a very long period of time, denied their citizenship
claims," McLawsen said.
The expedited passport requests they made to the State Department and paid for under President Barack Obama's
administration still are being processed.
When they've asked the government why, they've been told the applications still are under review, McLawsen said.
"It looks to them like the government is once again questioning the legitimacy of their claims to U.S. citizenship, and
that's a pretty valid concern, really," he said. "... I honestly have no idea what's causing the problem right now."
The family's first round of passport problems started in 2009 after Mousa filed to bring his wife and five children to the
United States. (The youngest was born later in the United States.)
Two of the younger children were denied passports, even though they had citizenship through their father. The family
sued in 2013, and the government issued the documents as part of the settlement.
The three oldest children (twin boys and a girl) came to the United States on visas and then became citizens. Now ages
15 and 11, they're the ones whose passport applications are in limbo, and are the subject of the new lawsuit.
The suit, filed Thursday, is against the United States, the secretary of State and the Department of State National Passport
Processing Center.
As part of the passport application process, the kids sent in their certificates of citizenship, which means they no longer
have official proof of their citizenship in their possession.
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That caused a problem when one of them was considering switching schools, and was told he had to bring in the certificate
to enroll, McLawsen said.
The State Department's website says expedited passport processing should take about two or three weeks.
The department warned travelers about a year ago that it expected delays in passport processing because of a surge in
applications forecast through 2018.
Forbes magazine reported that the government expected applications to take a couple of extra weeks for review during
that time.
The State Department expected the surge because it saw one about 10 years ago when Americans started needing the
documents to travel to Canada and Mexico. Now those passports are expiring.
Also, some driver's licenses in three states -- including Washington -- don't meet new federal requirements and don't have
an extension. The requirements include security enhancements, and a regulation that the licenses be issued only to people
in the United States legally.
The requirements are set to be enforced next year. Unless the states make the required changes in time, their residents
will need a document such as a passport (or enhanced driver's license) to board a plane.
Given that, the State Department expects a corresponding uptick in passport requests.
It's not clear what the hold-up is in the Mousa family's case, but McLawsen said they hope they can negotiate with the
government to get the passports.
Meanwhile, Mousa filed to renew his own passport in December and is still waiting.
"It's been longer than it should have been, but we want to follow-up one more time with the passport center before adding
that to the complaint," McLawsen said.
Alexis Krell: 253-597-8268, @amkrell
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Show of faith; Muslim cleric makes journey from gang life to religious faith
The Washington Post
A quarter-century ago, before he converted to Islam and long before he was a Muslim cleric, Imam Suhaib Webb was a
street gangster. He was a swaggering 6-foot-5, 18-year-old blond, blue-eyed member of the Bloods, a Los Angeles
contingent whose tentacles reached east to Webb's home in the suburbs of Oklahoma City.
He smoked weed. He skipped school. His English teachers, he says now, were rappers -- Tupac Shakur, NWA, Biggie
Smalls and Public Enemy -- and Webb spun his own tunes, serving as the DJ in a hip-hop ensemble called AK Assault.
On the cover of the band's second album, "Mafia Style" (1992), Webb stares sullenly off into the distance, arms crossed.
The hint of a scowl on his smooth baby face conveys a message embraced by teen rebels everywhere: The whole world
is totally lame and in need of serious reform.
On a cool, rainy afternoon in October, as Webb stands before a congregation of Muslims gathered for Friday prayers at
the Church of the Epiphany in downtown Washington, D.C., he's 40 or so pounds heavier than he was in his AK years,
but his hard gaze has not softened. He's sporting a bushy, mustache-less beard and a gray suit.
He is 43 years old. But somehow he still carries the same badness and verve that enlivened the album cover. Maybe it's
the sleek, snappy cut of his suit or the gleaming white kerchief tucked in the lapel pocket. His size 12 shoes are pointytoed - fancy and well-suited for dancing -- and as he stands on the altar, politely waiting out the emcee's introduction,
there's a bristling energy in the way he shifts on his feet.
Legions of Islamic teenagers in America know who he is. Webb has 100,000 followers on Twitter and 230,000 on
Facebook. On Snapchat, the disappearing-message platform that is de rigueur among millennials, he gets roughly 20,000
daily views. His snaps are 10-second prose poems that bespeak his wisdom on both Islamic law and 2016 street style. In
one, he's wearing a flat-billed Kangol hat as he waxes dubiously on arranged marriage. No other Sunni imam could joke,
as Webb did in a video last year, that his Snapchat handle is pimpin4paradise786.
A newcomer to Washington and a deeply educated Koranic scholar, he is the founder and guiding spirit of a faith-based
community group aimed at gathering the city's young Muslims. Center DC does not yet have an office or a single donor.
There are only three volunteer staffers, all part time, but in leading his small group -- which offers prayer sessions at
iconic sites like the Lincoln Memorial and fortnightly classes on Muslim theology -- Webb aims to make classical Islam
relevant to modern Americans and to help a hate-addled world see that, if the prophet Muhammad were alive today, he'd
be politically in sync with Bernie Sanders. He'd be tolerant of gays and abortion, and he would, like Webb's long-ago rap
idols, be sickened by the systematic racism pervading America.
When Webb introduced his agenda to Washington -- at Center DC's first gathering, in mid-2015, at Busboys and Poets in
the U Street corridor -- hundreds of people waited in line outside the building beforehand, and many were turned away.
Naturally, jihadist hard-liners hate Webb for his liberal views. In its online magazine, Dabiq, the Islamic State last year
labeled him an apostate and "all-American imam." The story ran with a photo of a machete pressed to a man's neck and,
beneath it, a caption reading, "The punishment for apostasy." The story said of Webb, "Adopting a Southern inner-city
accent sprinkled with thug life vocabulary, he is quick to switch to an ordinary voice when speaking to CNN and other
media outlets."
At the Church of the Epiphany in October, Webb's subject is Donald Trump. "We've got a presidential candidate who has
no respect for women, for Latinos, for Muslims, for blacks," he says. "This is a guy who doesn't know how to wear a suit
properly and has a bad spray tan."
For Webb, Trump is a reason to read Islamic history more closely and to find inspiration in two Muslim heroes of the first
millennium, Hussein, the grandson of the prophet Muhammad, and his descendant, Zaid. Both men died in battle,
"sacrificing themselves," Webb argues, "for the freedom of the Muslims. Zaid was killed and his body hung on a fence
for four years."
"You have a responsibility to honor his legacy," Webb intones
SEE faith, A9
to the hundred or so faithful kneeling on prayer mats arrayed on the altar. "You need to stand up against persecution, for
what is right and just. Think of Rick in 'The Walking Dead,' of the way he wakes up in the hospital. We can wake up like
that and speak out against white male privilege in this country. We have the collective power to propel causes like Black
Lives Matter. We can make a huge difference."
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When he stalks off, Webb is swarmed by admirers. Some fans pound him on the back as others take selfies with him,
leaning in close as he looms above, grinning. It is an ebullient moment -- and a moment that now, in retrospect, seems
like it happened seconds before an earthquake or in the instant before the sun fell from the sky.
On Nov. 8, American voters elected as president a candidate who has said that he would "absolutely" require
Muslims to register in a database, a candidate who has said, "Radical Islam is coming to our shores. ... The
immigration laws of the United States give the president powers to suspend entry into the country of any class of persons."
It remains unclear which components of his anti-Muslim platform Trump will enact. His rhetoric has generally become
less inflammatory, post-election, and the Constitution could enjoin him from making good on his most extreme campaign
promises. But Trump's rise, driven by xenophobia and awash in crude, politically incorrect language, has already given
many Americans license to unleash hatred.
The Southern Poverty Law Center recorded 867 cases of hate-tinged harassment or intimidation in the country in
the 10 days after the election, and in one instance, an ad hoc group called Americans for a Better Way sent copies
of a handwritten letter to at least 10 Islamic centers across the country, calling Muslims "vile and filthy people."
"There's a new sheriff in town," the letter read. "President Donald Trump. ... He's going to do to you Muslims
what Hitler did to the jews."
Where can Muslims find hope in the wake of Trump's win? And what can they do to fight back effectively? These
are questions the nation's 3.3 million Islamic residents have little choice but to face over the coming months as
Trump settles into the White House along with staffers who share his views on Islam. Consider national security
adviser Michael Flynn, who has called it "a vicious cancer inside the body of 1.7 billion people on this planet,"
adding, "It has to be excised." How can a Muslim leader stand in the heat of such vitriol and remain poised and effective?
At this unique juncture in American history, a great pressure rests on the shoulders of such leaders as Suhaib Webb.
Webb isn't just busy. His mother is in critical condition at a hospital in Oklahoma, struggling with congestive heart failure,
and he's going through a divorce after a long separation from his Malaysian-born wife of 16 years. Asma Ayoub is now
back in her native land, along with the couple's two teen children; he is lucky if he gets to see his kids two or three times
a year. Perhaps it's no surprise that Webb's first spiritual mentor was an Oklahoma City rapper. Chilly D. was four or five
years older than Webb, who was 18 at the time, and he was, Webb remembers, a "pseudo Muslim. He was a cocktail of
black nationalism, Judaism and Islam. He was a guy with dreadlocks who smoked a lot of weed."
He spoke in cosmic terms, telling young Webb, "Islam is where black people come from." He noted, not inaccurately,
that Kunta Kinte, the central character of "Roots," writer Alex Haley's saga of African-American life, was a Muslim;
Webb was intrigued. He bought a copy of the Koran and began reading, clandestinely. Fearful of angering his parents, he
read the holy book in a cramped bathroom off his family's kitchen, perched on the toilet, the door locked as he absorbed
the Koran's wisdom.
There was warfare and bloodshed in the holy book's 114 surahs, or chapters, yes, but as Webb read he also found
a rhetorical zing that put him in the mind of the myriad rap rhymes he had memorized over the preceding years.
He kept reading, and when he neared the end of the 18th surah, he encountered these words: "If trees were pens
and the oceans were ink, you could never exhaust the words of God."
Webb thought to himself, Wow, this is dope! I need to do this.
Within months, he stopped drinking. He stopped smoking pot, stopped eating pork. His parents were "concerned," he
says. They were relatively liberal Christians; they didn't like Mrs. West. Still, they worried about their son. As a gang
member, he had been shot at twice - luckily by bad marksmen. Once he watched a rival gang member bleed to death
outside a restaurant. His parents asked, "How can you turn your back on Christ?" They worried that he was allying with
a cult. But Webb only deepened his faith. In time, he changed his first name -- Suhaib was a disciple of Muhammad. He
moved to Cairo and spent seven years studying Islam at Al-Azhar University, the Harvard of the Muslim world. In Cairo
he learned to speak Arabic fluently. He became a hafiz, meaning that he joined the tens of thousands of Muslims
worldwide who have fully memorized the Koran, all 77,500 words. On the day before he left Egypt, an aging, graybearded farmer approached him in the mosque, dressed in a simple homemade robe. Mumbling in a country dialect of
Arabic Webb could scarcely make out, the man asked the American imam to explain the pronunciation behind a single
Arabic word in the Koran: "shrri," meaning evil. "Tell it to me simply," he said, "in everyday language. Every time I ask
you guys a question you give complex answers nobody can understand. Simple, please."
Webb gave him an answer and the old man went home, satisfied. And in an instant, Webb apprehended his mission in
life: He would teach Islam in simple language. He would reach out to young Muslims by speaking the casual street patois
of his youth, and it would work.
It would be super dope.
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Appeals court upholds firing over Muslim headscarf
Jim Walsh
CAMDEN - An appeals court Wednesday upheld the firing of a Camden County corrections officer who said her
Muslim beliefs required her to wear a head covering on duty.
Linda Tisby, a 13-year employee at the county jail, contended her dismissal in May 2015 violated her rights under
the state's Law Against Discrimination. Tisby, who was fired after adopting the Sunni Muslim faith, said county
offiicals had failed to accommodate her "sincere religious beliefs."
But a three-judge panel supported two Superior Court rulings against Tisby, saying the county had shown Tisby's
head covering - known as a khimar or hijab - would impose an undue hardship on the jail. It said that circumstance
created an exception to the state law, allowing Tisby's termination.
"We do not minimize the religious significance of the khimar for the women who wear them," the ruling said. "We
recognize a compelling sense of religious obligation in the decision to wear a khimar."
The panel agreed with a trial judge who found the jail's ban on khimars was justified "because of overriding safety
concerns, the potential for concealment of contraband and the importance of uniform neutrality."
County officials were pleased with the ruling, said spokesman Dan Keashen.
"Our No. 1 priority is to ensure the safety of the employees and the inmates in the institution," he said. "We believe, and
the court was clear in its ruling, that this case would have compromised the health and welfare of all who work and live
in the facility."
Deborah Mains, a Mount Laurel attorney for Tisby, could not be reached for immediate comment.
A spokesman for the Council on American-Islamic Relations, a group that advocates for Muslims' civil rights, expressed
concern.
"It's in our interest to make sure a negative precedent like this doesn't stand," said Ibrahim Hooper at the group's
Washington, D.C., headquarters.
"Usually we find if there's good will on all sides, some kind of accommodation can be reached," said Hooper, who noted
the New York City Police Department recently eased its dress code to allow turbans for Sikh officers.
According to Wednesday's decision, Tisby reported to work on May 1, 2015, in a khimar - described as "a tightfitting head covering without a veil." When Tisby refused a supervisor's order to remove the khimar, she was sent
home and disciplinary charges were recommended.
The ruling said Tisby similarly refused orders to remove the head covering on May 2, 3 and 6, "stating the khimar
was for religious purposes." She then received a two-day suspension.
The jail's uniform policy allows only "authorized head gear," the ruling noted.
The jail's warden, David S. Owens Jr., notified Tisby on May 11, 2015, that he considered her stance to be a "request for
accommodation under ... the Civil Rights Act." but contended that would impose an undue hardship.
Owens told Tisby she would face no disciplinary action if she returned to work without the khimar. She refused
that offer and was removed from her position that same day, the ruling said.
Tisby then filed two court cases in June and July 2015, alleging the county had violated her rights and seeking
reinstatement and back pay.
One case was dismissed on Aug. 7, 2015, after Superior Court Judge Anthony Pugliese found the county had proved an
undue hardship. The other, which argued the jail had allowed other female workers to wear head coverings, was dismissed
two weeks later by Superior Court Judge David Ragonese on the grounds that Tisby should have presented all of her
arguments in a single case.
In upholding the lower court rulings, the appellate panel cited a federal court decision in a case brought in 2005 by the
federal Equal Employment Opportunity Commission on behalf of Muslim women employed at a privately run jail in
Pennsylvania. That ruling found khimars "would present safety concerns in a prison setting because they could be used
as a weapon to choke someone." Wednesday's decision also noted a 2007 ruling against a Philadelphia police officer who
sought to wear a khimar on duty.
In that case, Philadelphia's police commissioner asserted it was "essential that the police maintain political and religious
neutrality as they carry out their duties and must be seen by the public as not favoring one group or faith over another."
Jim Walsh; (856) 486-2646; jwalsh@gannettnj.com
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Letter; Islam and Sharia Law
Dear Idahoans: Senator Bart Davis, Idaho Falls, is the Republican Majority Leader in the Senate in the State of Idaho
legislature. Since 2001, he has also been a member of the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws
(NCCUSL); known as The Uniform Law Commission. This commission is a certified United Nations Non-Governmental
Organization (NGO).
With the approval of this United Nations NGO and the U.S. State Department, the Uniform Interstate Family Support
Act (UIFSA) was created and used to integrate The Hague Treaty of 2007 into law via state legislation. Idaho Senate Bill
1067 was passed in 2015 only after the legislature had to be called back into extra session and only after the Federal
government threatened to withhold $30 million from Idaho if it not passed. Similar events happened in other states.
In other words, the United Nations NGO that Senator Davis is part of, helped force the states to pass legislation that, in
effect, means the U.S. and all states are subject to international law under this treaty. At the same time, we have been
unable get Senator Davis to help pass any legislation to work toward stopping the creeping spread of Islam and Sharia
law that is becoming pervasive in our country.
Members of Act! for America chapters in Idaho have met with Senator Davis and requested his support on several
potential pieces of legislation including: American Laws for American Courts, Andy's Law, Rachel's Law and on just
"tweaking" some existing state statues that would make it more difficult for Islam and Sharia to gain a foothold in our
state.
Attorneys from the Center for Security Policy and the Public Policy Alliance have reviewed these with Senator Davis,
who is also an attorney, to be sure he understood the potential positive effects these laws would have for Idaho. Despite
his position of power within the legislature--we have been told he has a large say in what legislation is brought up before
committees, what comes out of committees, and what passes and what does not. Nothing has been accomplished to date.
We are not certain why legislation has not been passed, but believe the vote has not reached the floor because of Mr.
Davis' involvement on this UN certified committee. We as citizens of the great state of Idaho, find this extremely
disconcerting. The NCCUSL, of which Senator Davis is a member, helped pass legislation bringing Idaho under
international law; is he trying to do the same thing with Sharia? Sharia Islamic law is totally incompatible with the
Idaho and U.S. Constitutions and our Western Judeo-Christian culture.
We are experiencing an increasing number of refugees in our state through the Refugee Resettlement Program
and our potential for more problems increases almost daily. It is time for the state legislature to take steps to pass
legislation to protect the citizens of Idaho from potential acts of terrorism and from being subjected to any foreign
laws--we need to do this with or without the approval of Senator Davis.
Pastor Tom Howie and Warren L.
Grover, Lt. Col. USAFR, (Ret.)
Meridian, Idaho
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Feeling familiar fears from rhetoric; Matsui sees familiar fears behind Trump's
anti-Muslim rhetoric
Hamed Aleaziz
Rep. Doris Matsui of Sacramento was born in the desert of southern Arizona, in an internment camp that was so big and
isolated, its conditions so extreme, that its three subdivisions were nicknamed Roastin', Toastin' and Dustin' by its
Japanese American residents.
Her mother's parents had been rounded up from their farm in California's Central Valley and forced to live in the Poston
War Relocation Center. Her parents met and courted in the desert. Years later, Matsui would marry a man who had spent
three years of his boyhood in another internment camp.
Decades later, as Donald Trump prepares to take office, Matsui is reflecting on that history, while connecting the fear that
prompted her parents' internment to feelings now directed by many - including Trump - toward Muslim Americans. Her
choice to speak out marks the latest chapter in the Democrat's unusual life and journey to politics.
"I feel that it is absolutely imperative for me to stand up and remind people of our history," Matsui, 72, said in an
interview. "The fear that drove the decision to unjustly place Americans of Japanese descent into the camps is the
same type of fear that drives this type of rhetoric about a Muslim registry."
The rhetoric that shook Matsui escalated in November, after the election, when Carl Higbie, a former spokesman
for a super PAC that supported Trump, said the internment camps that held tens of thousands of Japanese
Americans during World War II were a legal "precedent" for a potential U.S. registry of immigrants from
predominantly Muslim countries.
"We've done it with Iran back awhile ago. We did it during World War II with the Japanese," Higbie said on Megyn
Kelly's Fox News show, arguing that a registry proposal would be constitutional.
Kelly pushed back: "Come on, you're not proposing we go back to the days of internment camps, I hope."
"I'm not proposing that at all," Higbie said. "But I'm just saying there is precedent for it and I'm not saying I agree with
it."
In December 2015, shortly after announcing a campaign proposal to ban all Muslims from immigrating to the U.S.,
Trump referred during an appearance on MSNBC's "Morning Joe" to proclamations by President Franklin
Roosevelt during World War II that labeled Japanese, Germans and Italians "enemy aliens" who could be
detained.
"You certainly aren't proposing internment camps, are you?" asked host Joe Scarborough.
"I am not proposing that," Trump said. "It was tough stuff, but it wasn't internment. We're not talking about the
Japanese internment camps. No, not at all. But we have to get our head around a very serious problem, and it's
getting worse."
Trump has since shifted, saying he would begin "extreme vetting" for immigrants from countries impacted by
terrorism, though the original Muslim ban proposal remains on his campaign website.
For Matsui, the idea that the treatment of Japanese Americans in the 1940s is anything but a cautionary tale, and
that it could be used to justify a crackdown on Muslim Americans, feels startling and personal.
"It saddens and disappoints me that this has been brought up so much over the last year," she said. "I thought we had
learned from our mistakes."
Muslim American leaders in Northern California say Matsui's stance is important.
"For the Muslim American community it is very comforting. It's a challenging time," said Basim Elkarra, head of
the Sacramento chapter of the Council on American-Islamic Relations. "She has the street cred. Her community
has gone through these challenges. ... She's gone through these challenges."
Matsui grew up in the Central Valley before attending UC Berkeley. It was there she met her husband, Robert Matsui,
who had with his family been uprooted from Sacramento as an infant and forced into the Tulelake internment camp in
Siskiyou County. After a stint on the Sacramento City Council, Robert Matsui was elected to Congress in 1978, serving
until his death in 2005.
He helped push legislation, signed by President Ronald Reagan in 1988, providing an apology to the more than 100,000
people sent to internment camps as well as more than $1 billion in reparations.
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It was during this fight that Doris Matsui began hearing stories about the camps from her family and countless others. In
the years prior, the topic had been rarely broached.
"You got to hear what actually happened, what they had to do - emotions came out," she recalled. "A lot of what I know
came from those testimonies."
Her father told her the food was terrible and privacy non-existent in barracks made of flimsy wood walls. To keep the
sand and air from coming through holes in the wood, she said, residents posted newspapers on the walls. There were no
vegetables or flowers, so the internees planted them.
"They wanted to return to their old lives as Americans, so they did what they could to get through the experience," she
said.
Weeks after the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, Robert Matsui discussed his childhood at a conference in Boston. He
recalled the time a teacher pointed him out in class, asking him about his family's internment and wondering if he could
describe it to the other students.
Matsui denied he had been in a camp, but later, he said, a student who was a close friend wondered if he was a Japanese
spy, asking, "Was that why you were in jail?"
After the Boston speech, an audience member posed a question: Could the same thing happen to Arab Americans? Robert
Matsui told the crowd no - that both parties' political leaders were determined not to fan the flames. He cited then-President
George W. Bush's visit to a mosque six days after 9/11, when he said Islam is a religion of peace.
But the lawmaker from Sacramento added a warning: Things could change. "It's going to be up to all of us to make sure
that the political leadership remains as they have been in this case," he said.
In 2005, Robert Matsui died of a rare bone marrow disorder. His wife, who had worked in the Clinton administration,
was urged by Democrats to run for the seat. She did, won handily in a special election, and is now serving her sixth full
term in Congress.
Now, after the emergence of Trump, who has questioned whether Muslim Americans fully embrace the country, Doris
Matsui is co-sponsoring legislation that would ban any registration of individuals by religion. A similar bill has been
proposed in the Senate.
"Our constitutional principles are what make America exceptional," Matsui said. "By protecting the religious liberty of
Muslim Americans, we are protecting the integrity of our founding document both now and for future generations."
She is not alone among Japanese Americans describing their experience in World War II as a warning about the creep of
fear. Actor George Takei, of the original "Star Trek," was 5 when his family was taken from its home in Los Angeles to
an internment camp.
"I have spent my life trying to ensure something like this never happens again. But dark clouds once more are gathering,"
Takei wrote in an online petition he launched to support Muslim Americans. It has nearly 150,000 signatures.
"It starts with a registry, with restrictions, with irrationally ascribed guilt, and with fear," he said. "But we know well
where it might lead. National security must never again be permitted to justify wholesale denial of constitutional rights
and protections."
Matsui said she will attend Friday's inauguration, even though dozens of her colleagues in the House are boycotting.
"I did not make this decision lightly," she said. "I will attend in support of our democratic process and the peaceful
transition of power."
But she plans to do what her husband recommended in his speech in Boston more than a decade ago: use her political
standing to push back.
"During different times in our history, different groups of people have been marginalized," she said. "Because of my
history and background, I know I have a duty to speak up in this moment. Future generations are listening."
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Israel's Muslims fear worst as Netanyahu eyes curbs on mosque prayer calls
Jacob Wirtschafter
IKSAL, Israel -- In this Galilean village three miles south of Nazareth, the muezzins' chants from atop three mosques are
as much a part of the landscape as the olive groves that ring the town.
"It's not a noise," said Mohammad Darawshe, a 53-year-old Iksal resident who lives about 500 yards from the city's largest
mosque, a poured concrete structure whose domed, blue-tile top serves as the village's dominating landmark. "It's been
part of the scene here for 1,400 years."
A muezzin, a Muslim cleric, traditionally climbed the steps of the mosque's minaret five times a day to call the faithful
to prayer. Since the 1930s, the call usually has come from a microphone conveniently located on the mosque's ground
floor and hooked up to loudspeakers at the top of the tower.
But the amplification of Arabic chants has provided a legal opening for Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's
parliamentary coalition to weigh stiffer penalties for noise coming from "places of worship" -- creating yet another point
of grievance and tension for Israel's Arab minority.
"I cannot count the times -- they are simply too numerous -- that citizens have turned to me from all parts of
Israeli society, from all religions, with complaints about the noise and suffering caused them by the excessive noise
coming to them from the public address systems of houses of prayer," Mr. Netanyahu said late last year when he
proposed the law.
But, like many other of the nearly 1.5 million Muslim citizens of the Jewish state, Mr. Darawshe believes the noise bill
unfairly singles out the loudspeakers atop the country's more than 400 mosques. It's another measure aimed at
chipping away at Arab religious, cultural and political expression to strengthen the Jewishness of the Jewish state,
he said.
"It's a very serious and ideologically motivated attempt to Judaize the public space in Israel by reducing any other
presence and trying to pressure the Muslim citizens to behavior patterns that suit the majority," said Mr. Darawshe,
who works as director of planning, equality and shared society at the Givat Haviva Institute, an Israeli nonprofit dedicated
to Jewish-Arab coexistence.
The law's prohibition of loudspeakers between the hours of 11 p.m. and 7 a.m. effectively prohibits Islam's predawn Fajr prayer call as well as special chants sung from the minarets during the monthlong Ramadan religious
holiday. A draft of the bill said infractions would incur fines as high as $2,600.
An Israeli government official denied that the law discriminated against Muslims.
"The purpose of the law is to curb the extreme noise emanating from these mosques, and there is no other
consideration involved," said the government official, speaking on background.
Mr. Netanyahu's supporters also say the government does not get the credit it deserves in other areas to ease Israeli-Arab
tensions, including efforts to boost Arab student enrollment in Israeli universities and a major five-year funding law to
stimulate development and encourage integration in Arab-majority areas.
"Israel is committed to freedom of religion, but it must also protect citizens from the noise," Mr. Netanyahu told reporters
last month.
Delaying a vote
Mr. Netanyahu's Likud Party and his coalition partners from smaller right-wing nationalist and Orthodox Jewish parties
have a 14-vote majority in the Knesset, so the law likely has the support it needs to pass.
But lawmakers have repeatedly postponed a final vote. Jordanian officials who oversee Muslim shrines in Jerusalem
have raised objections, and the Palestinian Authority in Ramallah has threatened to escalate its diplomatic campaign
against Israel at the United Nations should the bill become law.
"I think the international attention, including global media coverage of this discriminatory law, is the only serious break
on this discriminatory legislation," said Tamar Zandberg, a lawmaker from the small liberal Meretz Party.
Israeli media have reported that the prime minister is pushing for the legislation at the urging of his 25-year-old son, Yair,
who has complained about the chanting from a mosque in Jisr al-Zarqa, an Arab town close to the Netanyahu family
residence in the affluent coastal town of Caesarea.
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Neighbors in Caesarea question those accounts, however.
"I have lived here since 1987, just a block from Bibi and the Netanyahus, and I have never known them to be in the least
interested in what goes on here," said Leann Sandler, a Caesarea lawyer. "The sound of the muezzin has never bothered
me. Actually, I kind of like it because it reminds me where I am."
Steve Banks, an optometrist in Caesarea, said the five daily calls to prayer are loud and sometimes disturb his slumber
as early as 5 a.m.
"During their various festivals, they have prayers which are broadcast live very loudly and go on for hours on end," said
Mr. Banks, a British immigrant to Israel. "There is a problem with the volume of their prayers and how it impacts on our
daily lives."
Moussa Abou Ramadan, a Muslim scholar who lives in Jaffa, said he finds its humorous that some Israelis are moving
to his neighborhood to live in an "authentic" Middle Eastern atmosphere that includes Ottoman-era architecture,
Palestinian bakeries and muezzin calls, even while others are seeking to quiet the chants.
"My Jewish neighbors aren't complaining and, as a technical matter, there exists plenty of local legislation against noise
even without this law," said Mr. Abou Ramadan. "I think Netanyahu wants to pass this to show the Israeli right-wing
electorate that he is combative and anti-Islamic. It goes together with other laws that make it tough for Arabs to build
homes and subject our representatives to exclusion from the parliament."
Last year, the Knesset approved a measure allowing lawmakers to eject any member if 90 others agree that the offending
parliamentarian questioned Israel's existence as a Jewish state. And a series of measures have kept Israeli Arabs from
building on their privately held property even as the government expropriates land for the construction of Jewish
settlements in the Palestinian territory captured during the 1967 war.
Mr. Darawshe makes the case more forcefully.
"Since Netanyahu's election in 2009, 26 anti-Arab, anti-democratic laws have been passed by his right-wing coalition,
including the closure of 400 towns in which Arab citizens cannot live because these communities have established
selection committees determining who is allowed to buy houses," he said. "This week, he demolished 11 Arab homes [in
the Israeli Arab town of Qalansawe], sending 11 Arab families out in the open in the middle of the winter."
Those measures have helped Mr. Netanyahu attract Jewish voters who support hard-line policies against Arabs, but they
also have stoked tensions in Israel that perpetuate the cycle of violence that Jewish and Arab Israelis want to end, Mr.
Darawshe said.
"That is the new Jewish hero who says he doesn't want to hear the voice of the mosque," he said.
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Supreme Court case could set stage for accountability from future officials
Abigail Hauslohner
The corrections officers told their new prisoner, Ahmer Iqbal Abbasi, to strip and face the wall. They had already
twisted his hands in his handcuffs, shoved him and called him a "f---ing Muslim," Abbasi said in an interview last
week.
It was September 2001, two weeks after 19 Muslim hijackers carried out the worst terrorist attacks in U.S. history. Federal
authorities never found any connection between Abbasi, a 28-year-old yellow-taxi driver from Pakistan, and the terrorists.
But like hundreds of other Arab and South Asian men swept up in the aftermath of the attacks, he was not a legal
immigrant.
Abbasi is one of six plaintiffs in a long-running case brought by noncitizens detained after 9/11 that reaches the Supreme
Court on Wednesday.
The question for the high court is not whether the men were abused, but whether they have the right to bring a case for
damages against high-level U.S. government officials for the alleged unconstitutional treatment.
Their lawyers say authorities held some 400 men - many of them Muslim - on the basis of their race, religion,
ethnicity, national heritage and immigration status, and subjected them to "brutal" conditions, including verbal
and physical abuse, daily strip searches and months in solitary confinement.
The defendants include former attorney general John D. Ashcroft, former FBI director Robert S. Mueller III and other
officials in the administration of former president George W. Bush.
A divided three-judge panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 2nd Circuit in New York ruled in 2015 that the lawsuit
could go forward.
Civil rights and immigrant advocates say the outcome will set a powerful precedent that becomes all the more significant
with the election of Donald Trump because his policy proposals could possibly violate the Constitution. Trump has
called for the mass deportation of undocumented immigrants, a ban on new Muslim immigrants and deeper
scrutiny of Muslims within the United States.
"Allowing high-level officials basic impunity for constitutional violations would send a really problematic message
at this time when we're faced with an incoming administration who talks about bringing back torture - and worse,
rounding up Muslims - as legitimate policy choices," said Rachel Meeropol of the Center for Constitutional Rights,
who will argue the plaintiffs' case.
Government lawyers, in the final case to be argued by the Obama administration, have urged the high court to reverse the
2nd Circuit decision and to stop the lawsuit from proceeding. Congress, not the courts, they say, should decide whether
individuals can sue government officials for what the administration describes in its briefing as "unintended consequences
arising from the implementation of policy decisions they made during an unprecedented national-security crisis."
Four former attorneys general from Republican administrations have also weighed in on the side of the former Bush
administration officials.
"Nobody claims they even knew who these defendants were, let alone ordered them held in solitary confinement," said
Richard A. Samp, chief counsel of the Washington Legal Foundation, who filed a brief on behalf of the former attorneys
general.
"The obvious motivation was better safe than sorry. We're not going to release anyone until we're sure they are not
terrorists."
None of the immigrants who filed suit will be present in the courtroom Wednesday. All were deported after their
detentions, and the three who sought to return to hear their case argued were denied visas, Meeropol said.
The men who filed suit all lacked lawful immigration status at the time of their detention, but none were found to have
any connection to terrorism.
In 2003, the Justice Department's inspector general criticized government officials for their handling of some detainees
after 9/11, finding that the FBI took too long to investigate and clear them of connections to terrorism. The report said
authorities at the federal Metropolitan Detention Center, where Abbasi was held, subjected detainees to "unduly
harsh" conditions.
Meeropol said authorities also often declined to tell family members where their loved ones were being held. "These were
disappearances," she said.
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In 2009, the government reached a settlement of $1.2 million with five original plaintiffs in the case. But those men were
suing the United States, not the individual officials who presided over policy.
Civil rights and immigrant advocates are most concerned that the Supreme Court could shut off any opportunity for
individuals to hold the executive branch accountable for damages in court after a constitutional violation has occurred.
If the Supreme Court sides with the Obama administration, "not only would these detainees lose any opportunity to prove
their claims, but so, too, would many future victims of human rights violations," Stanford Law School professor Shirin
Sinnar, who co-authored an amicus brief in the case, wrote in a Washington Post column.
The court will be shorthanded at oral arguments on Wednesday with only six justices. Justices Elena Kagan and Sonia
Sotomayor are recused presumably because of their earlier work in the solicitor general's office and on the 2nd Circuit.
Abbasi, a father of four who now lives in Karachi, Pakistan, said he is "hopeful." He will wait for his attorneys in the
United States to tell him how it goes.
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Student reflects on immigrant identity, anti-Muslim prejudice in US
Emily Merz
Nadine El Fawal was apprehensive about moving to a new country at age 14, but her mother said that in America, her
dreams would come true.
El Fawal, a first-year microbiology, immunology and molecular genetics student, immigrated to Virginia from Egypt four
years ago. She said she feels more free in the U.S. than in Egypt, but she was also shocked by the anti-Muslim prejudice
she encountered, especially during President-elect Donald Trump's campaign.
"It's unfortunate that people like me ... have to work a lot harder to be on the same level," El Fawal said. "With Trump
becoming president, preaching hate and us-versus-them mentality, that would be exacerbated."
El Fawal said she imagined the U.S. as a safe haven, but she experienced racial discrimination which she had not
faced in Egypt.
[Related:Teaching fellow explores identity through language, literature]
In Egypt, El Fawal said she was often harassed for being a woman. Men would grab her or call her a "slut" if they believed
she was not properly dressed, she said.
She added she could not be a cardiac surgeon like she wants to in Egypt because it was not socially acceptable for women
to be doctors.
However, when she moved to the U.S. four years ago, she began facing a new kind of discrimination. Though she
doesn't practice her religion strictly and does not wear a hijab, people have made negative comments about her
identity as an immigrant and Muslim.
At first, she thought the prejudice she experienced was just rudeness, but as she got older, she realized people's
comments are tied to her religion and ethnicity, she said.
"I don't particularly stand out as Muslim but ever since the election I've wanted to tell people I'm Muslim and I'm proud
of it," El Fawal said.
Soon after immigrating to the U.S., El Fawal and her mom were speaking to each other in Arabic in a supermarket
when an older woman told them that they should not be speaking in a terrorist language and to go back to where
they came from.
[Related:Human Rights Night panelists address refugee crisis, human trafficking]
"I wanted to fight back," El Fawal said. "My mom told me to rise above it. Fighting back would only prove her point."
In El Fawal's high school government class, a student spoke in garbled Arabic pretending to shoot students. El Fawal
asked him to stop.
"He asked me, 'What are you going to do about it? Kill me? Blow me up?'" El Fawal said.
El Fawal added she did not know how to respond to his threatening questions.
"If I stand up for myself, I prove his point, but if I don't, I'm not defending myself," she said.
Nora Titus, El Fawal's cousin who came to the U.S. when she was 2, said El Fawal experienced culture shock when she
moved to the U.S.
"Nadine was used to having to work for what she wanted and when she came to America she saw people (are given) a lot
more (privileges)," Titus added. "She did adapt, but I knew it was hard for her."
Despite her negative encounters, El Fawal said she believes it is possible to change people's perspectives about Muslims
and immigrants. El Fawal said she thinks she has shown Americans that Muslims are kind and not the hateful people that
Trump wants others to believe.
A dining hall employee who once overheard El Fawal speaking in Arabic told her she hoped El Fawal was not a Muslim,
El Fawal said. El Fawal responded that she was Muslim and sat down with the employee to explain her faith. After their
conversation, the employee changed her perspective about Muslims, El Fawal said.
Though Trump's rhetoric and representation of Muslims as un-American bothered her during the campaign, El Fawal said
she is not fearful of what Trump will do as president. She is most afraid of the hate crimes she believes Trump
supporters continue to commit.
El Fawal added she recognizes that America is flawed, but she thinks the racial tolerance in the U.S. can hedge against
the currently divided political climate. For El Fawal, the best thing people can do to fight discrimination is being kind and
active in promoting tolerance. "Let the people around you know they are loved," El Fawal said.

103

Chicago Tribune
January 16, 2017 Monday

Does TV exploit fear of Muslims?; The far right has nothing on liberal
Hollywood
Lorraine Ali
Long before Donald Trump campaigned on the promise of banning Muslims from entering the U.S. or creating a registry
for those who already live here, there was a master fearmonger who made the president-elect's divisive rhetoric seem like
child's play.
It capitalized upon the terror of 9/11 by portraying most Muslims (even those who are American) as terrorists,
cast a suspicious eye toward anyone who looked remotely like Sallah from "Raiders of the Lost Ark" and pretty
much ensured that Westerners would know Islam only through the prism of suicide bombings, religious extremism
and oppressed women in burkas.
When it comes to exploiting fear of the other for personal gain, the far right has nothing on liberal Hollywood.
Television producers, writers, actors and network execs -- many of whom have openly criticized ultraconservative
politicians for their intolerant views -- have done more to popularize Islamophobia over the Past 15 years than all of
Trump's campaign proclamations.
"There has never been liberal Hollywood when it comes to the portrayal of Muslims on TV," says professor and
author Jack Shaheen, who's been researching the subject since the mid-1970s and served as a cultural consultant
on films such as "Three Kings" and "Syriana." "They've reinforced the idea that many Americans now have -that all Muslims are terrorists. They knew they could get away with it because no one was going to protest. They've
been playing to the balcony, and in doing so, they've been getting the ratings."
That dynamic grew exponentially after the 9/11 attacks: While President George W. Bush delivered dozens of speeches
about how ours was not a war against Islam but "a campaign against evil," network television was busy putting the
finishing touches on the series that came to embody TV's narrative about our war against evil Islam.
Eight weeks after the attacks, Fox released "24," a series steeped in scheming, swarthy Muslims and the heroic efforts of
a very nonswarthy Jack Bauer (Kiefer Sutherland).The series outlasted both of Bush's terms and spawned an army of likeminded shows.
The next phase in television terrorism drama included Showtime's "Sleeper Cell," which arrived with the tagline "Friends.
Neighbors. Husbands. Terrorists," and the network's "Homeland," where the mere act of a man praying toward Mecca
signaled foreboding events. And with a title like "Tyrant," it was clear that FX's drama about an American Arab family
was no "Cosby Show."
Even network TV's good Muslims, like Sayid on "Lost" or Alex of "Quantico," were defined by their connection to
Saddam Hussein's Republican Guard or terrorist groups that kill in the name of Islam.
"It's like the LGBT community 30 years ago," says Sue Obeidi, director of the civil rights advocacy group the Muslim
Public Affairs Council, Hollywood bureau. "Every time there was a gay character on TV or in film, the storyline would
be about AIDS. Almost all Muslim storylines up to now are connected to terror. Even if they end up being a good
person, it's often discovered under a cloud of suspicion."
There is no doubt that homegrown terrorist attacks in the U.S. -- from San Bernardino to Orlando -- have helped bolster
arguments that art is only reflecting reality. But as University of North Carolina professor Charles Kurzman and David
Schanzer, Duke University professor and director of the Triangle Center on Terrorism and Homeland Security, wrote in
a 2015 research paper, "Law enforcement agencies in the United States consider anti-government violent extremists, not
radicalized Muslims, to be the most severe threat of political violence that they face."
Television of late has been trying to adjust to a changing world by developing more diverse narratives and investing in
more projects by creators and writers of color, including Shonda Rhimes ("Scandal"), Kenya Barris ("blackish") and
Nahnatchka Khan ("Fresh Off the Boat"). But despite the number of shows that have Islamic terror elements in their plots
-- from "Madam Secretary" to "CSI" -- Muslims behind the camera are still rare.
That lack of representation was glaringly evident in the fifth season of "Homeland," when graffiti that read " 'Homeland'
is racist" in Arabic made it into a scene. Artists hired to decorate the wall of the fictional Syrian refugee camp slipped the
words in, and there was no one else on set with enough knowledge of the Arab world to catch their subversive message.
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"Hollywood is not necessarily biased toward a particular political view, but it is biased toward what does and doesn't
make money," says author Reza Aslan, who recently co-created an ABC pilot for a comedy about an American Muslim
family in the age of Trump. "Since 9/11, the market wanted these almost comic book characterizations of Muslims
as the bad guy. But that market has dried up. It's not interesting anymore. They want different narratives about
Muslims and Middle Easterners, and networks are looking for ways to do that."
Characters who arrived during the seemingly endless presidential campaign of the last year and a half have definitely
signaled a shift.
In HBO's critically lauded "The Night Of," we met Nasir Khan (Riz Ahmed), an average college student accused
of a crime that had nothing to do with terrorism; his journey through the legal system highlighted an institutional
prejudice.
Aziz Ansari's Netflix series, "Master of None," depicts him as a struggling actor who finds himself in all sorts of painfully
normal situations -- going on bad dates, flubbing job interviews, disappointing his immigrant parents -- situations far too
commonplace for TV's Muslims before him. "If we don't do it, who else is going to do it?" Ansari said, explaining why
he created the show.
Yet in an unforeseen twist, Trump's election has potentially accelerated the interest in more nuanced storylines involving
actors like Ansari.
"Right after the election -- I'm talking the day or two days after -- we had people in the industry reach out to us: the USA
Network, Amazon, Hulu, a major network," says civil rights advocate Obeidi. "They have directives from their networks
to watch for Islamophobic tones. Not that the studios were giving directives for Islamophobic storylines before, but now
they're saying, 'We need consultants because our studio wants to be careful of certain red lines.' That's all new."
The recent presidential election is such an extraordinary moment in American history, says Aslan, that there's a new drive
among the network and studio executives he's met with to create a counternarrative to Trump's.
"They want to make a statement about American ideals and the people who make this country what it is, whether that is
focusing on minority groups, African-Americans, Muslims, Jews, or whether it's just simply presenting a different side of
the American story," Aslan says. "But I can say with absolute confidence the industry has been galvanized by this
election."
And whether you believe it, television is the front line of shaping public perception. Even when it comes to depicting the
oh-so-mysterious Muslim.
"It's pop culture that's going to change opinions about how people feel about one another," Obeidi says. "Government can
protect our rights as citizens -- or maybe now with Trump it won't -- but it's really TV and film that changes the way
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Facebook Fringe
In polluting social media with racist garbage nearly two weeks ago, one community leader in St. Lawrence County ignored
the most important part of his position: to lead.
Legislator Joel L. LaPierre, R-Fowler, expressed his pleasure at President Barack Obama's pending departure from office
in an utterly unsavory manner. On Jan. 5, he posted on Facebook the following message:
"Folks it is happening. Trump is making America great again! So long BIG EARS, you and your muslim brothers
did your best to destroy this great country and you failed. Now great men and women are in charge to remove
EVERYTHING you did. Should you get the courage to start whining about what real leadership is doing, just
remember keep poking the bear and we will pack you, Mochelle, the kids, mother-in law and any one else related
to you and send you all on a one way trip to Kenya where you were born."
Several of Mr. LaPierre's fellow members of the St. Lawrence County Board of Legislators expressed their disapproval
of the message he posted. Most described his action as unfortunate but affirmed his right as a U.S. citizen to freely express
his opinion. A few said they would consider supporting a move to censure Mr. LaPierre, while others weren't so sure that
would do any good.
A censure is a resolution declaring an objection to a legislator's behavior. In June 2015, St. Lawrence County legislators
censured Travis E. Dann, their former colleague, for demeaning state Assemblywoman A.E. Jenne, D-Theresa, on
Facebook as a "commie princess."
Censuring Mr. LaPierre, who represents District 4, for his infantile behavior would be an appropriate response on the
part of the other legislators. It would reaffirm their belief in the need for elected officials to conduct themselves in a civil
manner, even when they strongly disagree with someone else's policies.
This is a vital lesson to reflect upon in this instance. It draws a clear distinction between an individual's right to express
a revolting opinion and the wisdom of doing so under specific circumstances.
No one denies that Mr. LaPierre is free to post any opinions he desires. The U.S. Constitution protects the right of free
speech under the First Amendment. We all benefit from this provision and should celebrate the liberties it safeguards.
He is not free, however, to avoid criticism of his repulsive comments. Just as he has a right to express his opinion of Mr.
Obama, other people have the same right to object to his post.
And Mr. LaPierre has acted recklessly as an elected official in making this statement. He discounted how his abominable
behavior would reflect on the district he represents and the public body on which he sits.
It's possible that people offended by what he wrote will adopt a dimmer view of his constituents for electing someone of
such loathsome qualities and his fellow legislators for working alongside him. Of course, this would be an unfair
assessment. But human nature being what it is, opponents could well take out their disgust on these innocent parties - who
do not deserve to be the subject of scorn aimed at an apathetic individual.
Mr. LaPierre also was reckless in perpetuating derogatory comments about Mr. Obama that have no basis in fact. For
anyone to spread falsehoods about another person is unconscionable, especially for an elected official.
As a community leader, Mr. LaPierre is looked upon to serve his district with the utmost of integrity. Such people need
to hold themselves to the highest standards of honesty and decency.
Their position affords them a measure of authority, meaning that people will take what they say more seriously. So for
public officials to abuse the trust of their constituents is to betray the honor of their office, which they hold as a privilege.
On the bright side, perhaps Mr. LaPierre has learned something from this incident after all. He sent an email Friday to
other legislators and some county officials apologizing for posting his comments. It's good that he cares enough about his
reputation, albeit in hindsight, to recognize his error and try to make amend

106

Daily Herald (Provo, Utah)
January 15, 2017

Feedback on Facebook: Family asking Provo City School District for apology
after daughter wearing hijab singled out on bus
Phillip Morgan
Do you think this was discrimination?
Family asking Provo City School District for apology after daughter wearing hijab singled out on bus
A Provo family wants an apology from Provo City School District after they said their daughter was singled out on a bus
for her religious clothing.
Janna Bakeer, a 15-year-old freshman who attends Timpview High School, tried to ride a bus home on Dec. 2
when the bus driver used the bus's intercom system and said, "Hey you with the blue hair thingie, get off the bus,
you don't belong here," according Randall Spencer, the family's lawyer. Bakeer is Muslim and wears a hijab.
"She was mortified," Spencer said. "She got up and got off the bus and was left in the cold parking lot for an hour
and a half until her parents could make arrangements to get her."
-----------Rodney Bliss Seriously, people? After the history of being on the receiving end of religious discrimination that the early
Utah pioneers went through, we have this type of response?
MAYBE the bus driver was confused, but it seems highly unlikely that the student who had literally been riding the same
bus for years, was confused.
The bus driver needs to apologize AND go to sensitivity training and the district should apologize.
If my daughters went to Timpview, I'd go buy them a hijab and suggest they get their friends to wear them for a week or
two as well.
Paul Edmunds The driver definitely could have been more tactful, but it is much more plausible that he excluded this
child because he didn't recognize her rather than for any religious discrimination. Read the story carefully. She only rides
occasionally, and bus drivers are often told not to let unknown students ride. My son has to have a bus pass to get on his
bus.
I would imagine the driver used the hijab to identify her because it made identification easy - probably not many other
students with "hair thingy(s)." Insensitive? Sure. Discriminatory? No.
If you want to get worked up over this a better use of your energy would be to go after the bus ride policy.
Vanessa Ocana Is it discrimination?! Singling someone out by their religious clothing and telling the student to get off
the bus because she does not belong is definitely discrimination. I am appalled that the bus driver would behave this way
and I am even more shocked that the spokesman from the Provo City School district would say that he does not see
anything discriminatory about the bus driver's behavior. Perhaps both need to apologize AND go to sensitivity
training.
Jeanne Burnett My son was told he couldn't ride the bus because he wasn't on the list. He's white, male, and not on the
list with permission to ride the bus. Some kids who live "too close to ride the bus" ride to the closest stop to their house
and get off to walk from there. My kid had to walk two miles from timpview or ride to his friends house and walk 1/2 a
mile back to his. So they made a list of kids who are "eligible" to ride. If you're not on the list, you don't get to ride. If he
doesn't know you, you're not on the list.
Cindi Sutherland Yes, an apology is totally needed. the bus driver needs to get classes on being respectful to everyone or
just flat out fired.
Kari Reed Why is this even news worthy? It's not discrimination...the driver didn't know her name so he was describing
what she was wearing so she would know they were talking to her. There are seriously more pressing issues to be upset
about.
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Muslims wonder about tough talk
By, Sarah Parvini
SAN DIEGO - Aisha Shafi stuffed pens and notebooks into her sons' backpacks and buzzed around her San Marcos home
as she made sure the boys were ready for the new school year.
When she stepped through the door, her husband offered a suggestion: "Maybe you shouldn't wear your hijab today," he
said.
Shafi was the mom carpooling the neighborhood kids to school that morning. She slid the scarf off her head and threw on
a baseball cap from her husband's alma mater, the University of Kansas.
She loaded her boys, 9 and 12, into the car and then, as she passed the first stoplight, draped her hijab back over her hair,
angry at herself for being scared.
As the days crawl toward the inauguration of Donald J. Trump, many Muslims across the U.S. anxiously wonder how
much the president-elect's tough-talking rhetoric will be matched by legislative actions. Even in liberal California, home
to about 500,000 Muslims in its southern regions alone, there is a lingering worry that Trump has conjured something
through his words that as president he won't be able to control.
"I'm really concerned that Trump has brought out something that was maybe hidden before," said Shafi's husband, Majid
Mahmood. "The hate is just out now, especially when you see an increased rate of hate crimes against Muslims."
In November, mosques across California received letters threatening genocide and referring to Muslims as "vile
and filthy people." A San Diego State student wearing a hijab was robbed by two men who made comments about
the president-elect and Muslims. Across the country, there has been an uptick in reported incidents against
Muslims, some rising to the level of crimes.
On the campaign trail, Trump promised to track Muslims coming into the U.S. and require them to register. His
promise to ban Muslim immigration was popular among many of his supporters during the GOP primary.
In recent months, however, Trump has suggested he would revise that plan to focus on people coming from countries
linked to terrorism, rather than use religion as a criterion.
But the president-elect's Cabinet picks and members of his transition team have caused some Muslim leaders to worry
about the road ahead.
Trump's choice for national security adviser, Lt. Gen. Michael T. Flynn, has said he believes acts of terrorism by
Muslims are rooted in mainstream Islamic faith and once tweeted that "fear of Muslims is rational."
Kansas Secretary of State Kris Kobach, who has been selected to join Trump's immigration policy transition team,
accidentally revealed his plan for a border wall and tracking immigrants in November. That plan promoted "extreme
vetting" of "high-risk" immigrants, including questions about supporting Shariah law, jihad, gender equality and
the Constitution.
And Carl Higbie, a prominent Trump supporter, has cited the internment of Japanese-Americans during World War II as
a legal justification for creating a national registration list for immigrants.
According to researchers at Cal State San Bernardino, anti-Muslim incidents accelerated after the December 2015
terror attack in that city.
"That context is amping up concerns that have existed previously," said Brie Loskota, executive director of the Center for
Religion and Civic Culture at USC. "These are things people have always been concerned about, but those things have
hit an all-time high from what I have been able to see."
Feelings of vulnerability have deep roots in the Muslim community, Loskota said, and their fears have sparked online
groups like "Support Your Muslim Neighbors in America" on Facebook.
"If you talk to older Muslims, they will talk about 1979 with the Iran hostage crisis and Iranian Revolution. That brought
to the fore this feeling of being other, or liable for things that happen outside of your control," she said. "With each
political moment or international crisis, there is a turning of up the heat or the pressure under which the Muslim
community in America exists."
Tina Hossain's family emigrated from Bangladesh because they wanted her to have more educational opportunities and a
better career than she would have had as a woman growing up there. Now, she worries her religious identity could be a
barrier to future opportunities.
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"I've often heard that the African-American community has conversations with their sons and daughters," Hossain said.
"But in my family, even after 9/11, we didn't need to have those."
The discussions began on election night, as Trump's surprising victory slowly became inevitable. In the family text
message group, her parents warned of being out in public once the win was official.
Her family decided to have a talk with her brother, a student at the University of California, Santa Barbara. Walk away
from any conflict, they told him.
"It is difficult to prepare yourself to be the victim," Hossain said. "I think it's really frustrating for him."
Hossain used to think that hate crimes were concentrated in communities far from home - places where few had the
opportunity to interact with Muslims firsthand.
"Even in such a diverse community, it's not hard for people to be unaccepting of others," she said.
Many women who wear the hijab feel their decision to don a headscarf in public has made them a target.
When Mejgan Mahmoody shopped at Wal-Mart one recent weekday, she walked by a woman who gawked at her and
whispered under her breath that she should "take that thing off your head."
She wonders whether those encounters will become more common under Trump's presidency.
"At the end of the day, it's my choice," Mahmoody said of her hijab. "It's a wide misconception that all Muslim women
are made to wear the hijab."
Mahmoody covers herself because she believes it is "in God's order," she said, not because a man told her how she should
dress.
Norah Sarsour worries that her 3-year-old daughter, Jaden, will grow up in an environment more caustic than what she
encountered as a teenager post-9/11.
She remembers walking with her head down in high school and keeping disclaimers ready in the back of her mind in case
she needed to show that she wasn't the same as a Muslim who would fly a plane into a building.
"I don't want my daughter to have to constantly prove herself," Sarsour said.
Sarsour, who lives in the Inland Empire, said she hasn't seen much open racism, though she feels like a certain spirit has
been encouraged. She has seen more trucks fly Confederate flags.
On a busy holiday weekend at a mall, she said, a woman shouted, "In America, this is how we park," at an Asian man.
"Now, I feel like people think they have that space to say those things," said Sarsour, 29. "This mentality of sniffing out
good and bad Muslims has escalated into people taking things into their own hands."
To avoid conflict, she stops speaking Arabic with her daughter when people start to stare. She does not wear the
hijab.
Since the election, Shafi's family has considered tinting the windows of their cars to avoid being targeted for their
appearance. They've discussed how to brush off racial or religious slurs to avoid a fight.
Hiking around the wetlands of San Elijo Lagoon with her family on a recent afternoon, Shafi, 41, said she wished people
afraid of Islam would get to know Muslims. They would realize that there are more commonalities - in their dreams and
aspirations - than there are differences.
Shafi is a Cub Scout leader. Her sons, Umair and Haseeb, like to play outside and climb rocks like many other American
boys. Umair wants to scale Mount Everest when he grows up.
She struggles over how frank to be with her children about what some people think about Muslims. She has enrolled in a
self-defense class, and reflects on the limits of turning the other cheek.
"I have the same hope that any other person has," said Shafi, who was born and raised in the U.S. "I have the same dream
for my kids to succeed, to raise a family, to not to live in fear."
That's why they live in America, she said, and not anywhere else.
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Muslim advocates: State lawmakers should represent all Tennesseans
Holly Meyer , and Joel Ebert
NASHVILLE - Muslim advocates in Tennessee know how to stand against state legislation they think unfairly targets
people of their faith.
It happened in 2011 after lawmakers proposed criminalizing Shariah law. In recent legislative sessions, Muslim advocates
raised concerns about legislation that would disrupt so-called "no-go zones," and made sure Muslims' voices were heard
on when and how world religion is taught in public school.
But this year, Muslim leaders plan to take a proactive approach to the new legislative session with midday prayers and a
community day at War Memorial Auditorium and the Tennessee State Capitol.
The Friday event is organized by the American Muslim Advisory Council, a Nashville-based nonprofit that bridges the
gap between the Muslim community and government and other private groups.
They want to send the message that the 110th General Assembly, which convened Tuesday, should represent all
Tennesseans, including Muslims, said Paul Galloway, the executive director of the American Muslim Advisory Council.
"We're trying to say that, 'Look we're here, we're engaged in the process,'" Galloway said. "The whole idea is to let the
Tennessee Muslim community know that the state capitol is their place just like anyone else's, and they should feel
welcome and at home in there just like everyone else."
The event, in part, is a response to President-elect Donald Trump's victory and how that might impact legislation
introduced in Tennessee, said Galloway, who also is the executive director for the Nashville-based advocacy organization,
American Center for Outreach. He is bracing for an aggressive session.
Trump presidency
"We would be remiss not to increase our civic participation," Galloway said. "The fear that I have as an American is that
if one faith community can have its rights and ability to worship freely and freedom of conscience compromised, what's
that going to mean for the Constitution down the road and for other faith communities?"
Fear and worry settled over the Muslim community following the November election because of Trump's campaign
rhetoric, including talk of a Muslim ban and a Muslim registry. In recent decades, the community also has had to regularly
dispel the false narrative linking all peaceful adherents to terror groups.
On Friday, Muslims from across the state, including school groups, are expected to attend the event. It starts with an
interfaith prayer, followed by capitol tours and civics lessons. The council invited lawmakers to the event, which falls on
an otherwise quiet day at the legislature. A Muslim prayer service caps the day. Yasir Qadhi, the Memphis Islamic Center
imam and a Rhodes College professor, will deliver the sermon.
Any person of goodwill is welcome to attend, Galloway said. He hopes the day demystifies the political process for
Muslims, and has a similar effect for those who've never attended a Muslim prayer service or interacted with a Tennessean,
who believes in Islam.
Stephanie Teatro, co-executive director of the Tennessee Immigrant and Refugee Rights Coalition, said Friday's event,
which her nonprofit is not helping organize but still supports, will provide lawmakers an opportunity to directly engage
with their constituents.
"Hopefully Friday's event is a reminder as legislators kick off this session that their constituents include Muslims,
immigrants and refugees, but also a growing number of U.S. born, non-Muslim Tennesseans who won't stand for hate
and bigotry towards other Tennesseans," she said.
Since 2011, a handful of state lawmakers have made a calculation that "scapegoating Muslims specifically was a winning
political strategy," Teatro said.
Sen. Bill Ketron, Murfreesboro, who has sponsored several bills some view as anti-Muslim, disagreed.
"That's their opinion ... they weren't (attacks on Muslims)," he said.
State legislation
In 2015, Ketron and Rep. Susan Lynn, R-Mt. Juliet, introduced a bill aimed at preventing "no-go zones," a widely
disputed idea that some portions of cities or countries are controlled not by the government but by Islamic radicals.
That same year, Ketron and Rep. Judd Matheny, R-Tullahoma, also introduced a bill that some in the Muslim
community feared would give state and local investigators the ability to strip the belongings of mosques, even if
they hadn't done anything wrong.
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There have also been several bills in recent years related to education, including one from Rep. Matthew Hill, RJonesborough, that prohibited indoctrination and proselytizing while teaching students about world religion.
The introduction of such bills is what has led to Tennessee's reputation as a "fertile ground" for national groups
targeting Muslims, refugees and immigrants to test some of their policies, Teatro said.
She called lawmakers' recent actions to sue the federal government over its refugee resettlement program "thinly
veiled Islamophobia."
Sen. Mark Norris, R-Collierville, who has been among the biggest backers of the state's refugee resettlement lawsuit,
balked at the notion that Tennessee is an unwelcoming state.
"I understand that there are those groups that are paid to foment that kind of unrest. That's their job," he said. "But that's
not our job. We are a welcoming community, provided that those we welcome are here legally and lawfully and intend to
work with us toward our common goals."
Ketron said the bills he introduced were coming from "the same angle" as President-elect Donald Trump, which he said
is to protect the country from terrorists.
In general, Ketron said he has nothing against the religion of Islam, nor the plan for Friday's event.
"My views are, one of my best friends is a Muslim," he said. "I think we live in a country where our laws allow you to
worship and if they want to come here ... they're welcome to come here."
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The Washington Post
January 12, 2017

Meet the pro-Russian, anti-Muslim European leader Trump invited to U.S.
Anthony Faiola
PRAGUE - He is against Western sanctions on Russia and recently got a phone call from President-elect Donald Trump
with an invitation to the White House in April. He has said there is no such thing as a "moderate Muslim," hates
"political correctness" and does not rule out the possibility that the U.S. Embassy in Prague secretly organized a protest
against him.
His name is Milos Zeman, the 72-year-old president of the Czech Republic. Formerly a member of the ruling Social
Democratic Party, today Zeman is the honorary chairman of the Party of Civic Rights and a contentious leader known for
attempting to pump up the powers of the traditionally ceremonial president. He was elected in 2013 and previously served
as prime minister from 1998 to 2002. He sat down Wednesday for an exclusive interview with The Washington Post.
From an olive-colored room in Prague Castle, here's what he had to say, redacted for space.
Q. You've been invited by President-elect Donald Trump to visit the White House. How did that come about?
A. I was the single European head of state who publicly supported Trump before the president elections. I stress before,
because there are many politicians who admired Trump after the elections, when courage is cheap. ... My reasons, my
arguments for such public support? At first, it is just his courage. Politicians should be courageous and not hesitate ... and
he has courage. Second, he has a similar position [to mine] on the fight against Islamic terrorism and illegal
migration. And third, you know the term "political correctness," so I will give you one example only. Political
correctness is to say "international terrorism." Courage is to say "Islamic terrorism." So it will be a pleasure to
meet Donald Trump in the White House for those reasons.
Q. Did Donald Trump's people call you?
A. Donald Trump called me.
Q. Personally?
A. Direct line. It was a private discussion. ... He said that he knows the Czech Republic. He visited the Czech Republic
because of his former wife [the Czech-born Ivana]. And that is why he said that the Czech Republic is a very beautiful
country. And I have agreed.
Q. Why did an invitation never come from Obama?
A. I disagree with his position toward Israel. ... I dislike any hesitation in this area. And more than that, the situation in
the Middle East. Obama's policy destroyed practically all the Middle East's structures and countries.
Q. You have been called pro-Russian. Are you? And do you support an end to the Western sanctions against Russia?
A. This is the standard slogan of my opponents. ... Do you know why I am against sanctions? Because they represent a
lose-lose strategy. ... Because I am against the sanctions, they understand me as a pro-Russian politician.
Q. Then it is untrue? You are not pro-Russian?
A. I am not financed by Russia ... no vodka from Russia, no money from Russia. ... They say that I am even paid by
Russians, but in fact I am only an agent of Czechia, the Czech Republic.
Q. One of your top aides, Martin Nejedly, was a former partner with Lukoil, the Russian oil giant, in a Czech subsidiary.
Lukoil even paid a large fine for Nejedly's firm after a failed fuel deal.
A. Probably, yes. It is a problem of the Lukoil company. Not my problem.
Q. An unsubstantiated report from a pro-Kremlin news site emerged claiming that the U.S. Embassy in Prague was behind
a 2014 protest against you on the 25th anniversary of the Velvet Revolution. Do you believe it?
A. I don't know.
Q. So you think it's possible?
A: Everything is possible.
Q. In 2016, Czech intelligence issued a report stating that the Russians were perpetrating covert infiltration of Czech
media for the purposes of spreading propaganda and fake news. Do you agree with their assessment?
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A. If you have some views, for instance, Russians have some views and you want to formulate it publicly in the media, it
is not misinformation, it is not propaganda. Let us take, for instance, political parties. There are exchanges of arguments,
sometimes politician slogans. I understand it is a normal situation because I believe in the common sense of citizens, in
the Czech Republic and in America. And more than that, I dislike journalists. Because they understand their view as
something superior compared to the views of the rest of the population, probably 99 percent.
Q. You have said there is no such thing as a moderate Muslim. Can you explain?
A. Let me start with Nazi Germany. In the '30s in the last century, the Germans were decent people. The nation of
Goethe and Schiller and so on. In only three years, they became the fanatic Nazis. They all were not victims of this
ideology but strong supporters of this ideology. And now, just imagine, you have a Muslim community of
approximately 2 billion people. If the Germans were able to be ... radicalized during three years only, there is a
serious danger that those people - you might call them moderate Muslims - might be radicalized by, for instance,
Islamist State.
Q. You have also said you do not believe Muslims can assimilate into European cultures.
A. There is a strong difference between American and European culture and Muslim culture. And this is the
attitude toward women. For Muslims, the women are, well, inferior, inferior beings. So, this is unacceptable in
European culture. I could give you other examples, but I think this concerns a half of the population.
anthony.faiola@washpost.com

113

Minnesota Daily: University of Minnesota
January 11, 2017

Person of interest identified in vandalism of Muslim Students Association's
bridge panel
David Clarey Layna Darling Rilyn Eischens
Religious and political communities at the University of Minnesota are offering support to the school's Muslim students,
condemning two incidents from last week as hate speech.
The Muslim Students Association's Washington Avenue Bridge panel was spray-painted with the word "ISIS"
late Tuesday night into Wednesday morning. In another incident Tuesday, posters were distributed on campus
alleging that Students for Justice in Palestine were linked to Hamas - a militant Palestinian group. The flyers also
labeled the group as anti-Semitic.
The bridge panel vandalism was the second in the last month.
In a Thursday press release, Council on American-Islamic Relations-Minnesota urged local law enforcement to
investigate the defacement as a hate crime. CAIR-Minnesota Executive Director Jaylani Hussein said he alerted local FBI
officials to the incident.
The University of Minnesota Police Department is investigating a person of interest in the vandalism caught on cameras
at 3:45 a.m. that night. UMPD released two images of a person of interest in the case on its Facebook page on Friday
morning.
In a statement Thursday, the Muslim Students Association blamed the spray-painting for "twist[ing] the image and
mission of MSA."
"The vandalism that occurred and flyers posted fallaciously associated Muslims on campus with terrorism,
something that should never be tolerated at an academic institution," the statement read.
The Muslim Students Association, Al-Madinah Cultural Center and CAIR held an impromptu meeting Wednesday
afternoon to discuss the incident.
Courtesy Photo / Minnesota Daily
The Muslim Students Association panel on the Washington Avenue bridge was defaced with the phrase "ISIS".
The vandalism was discovered on Nov. 3, 2016.
Muslim Students Association President Sidhra Musani said Muslim University students are distressed by the
vandalism.
"[I was] shocked, hurt ... a lot of distress for everyone, all the Muslims who saw it," she said. "A lot of support came
through, which we appreciate."
The group has since painted over the panel and will re-paint their design next week with the support of other cultural and
religious organizations, Musani said.
Hussein said he's concerned for the safety of University Muslim students, calling the vandalism a well-known tactic for
Islamophobes.
"By labeling the Muslim Students Association as ISIS is exactly what Islamophobes intend to do nationally and
even locally," Hussein said.
Posters labeling SJP as "anti-Israel" and "anti-Jewish" have been distributed across 18 campuses nationwide by the David
Horowitz Freedom Center, a conservative, pro-Israel student advocacy group, founder David Horowitz said.
Horowitz said he does not know who was behind the vandalism. The center is asking the University to defund SJP.
"You have a hate group, Students for Justice in Palestine, which conducts propaganda for a terrorist organization,
Hamas, [and] receives money from Hamas," Horowitz said.
The Muslim Students Association reported the vandalism to school officials. University President Eric Kaler and Vice
Provost for Student Affairs and Dean of Students Danita Brown Young sent a campus-wide email and issued statement
Thursday, calling both incidents "abhorrent" and "hateful."
In the statement, Kaler said the Office of Student Affairs and the University's police met with students impacted by both
incidents and will meet with the University's student government to determine next steps.
Affirming my love in these increasingly hostile times to our entire student body, including those affected by recent acts.
Actions to come.
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"When our students are targeted and made to feel fearful, we as a community suffer," he said in the email. "Repugnant
actions like these must strengthen our resolve to ensure our campus is safe, welcoming, and respectful for all. We all must
speak out against hate when we see it."
Brown-Young condemned the Horowitz Center's campaign.
"This repulsive action weighs heavily on us," she said in the statement. "We must continue to find ways to discuss these
issues, to find ways to come together to fight racism, hate and bias on our campus and in our communities."
Both Kaler and Brown Young told students to use the University's mental health resources for help.
But school officials could be doing more than distributing resources, said Multifaith Student Council President Hannah
Bender.
"I'm hoping that this can be a unifying moment for everyone to come together and say that this is our campus and this
kind of language is not welcome here," she said.
The Muslim Students Association asked the University in its statement to take "tangible steps in being proactive about
preventing such actions."
Student Body President Abeer Syedah offered her support in a tweet to her followers.
"Affirming my love in these increasingly hostile times to our entire student body, including those affected by recent acts.
Actions to come," she said in the tweet.
The Muslim Students Association held its general meeting as planned Wednesday, where leaders said they plan to bring
a list of recommendations to the University.
The vandalism comes after another Washington Avenue Bridge panel - a pro-Donald Trump mural with the words "Build
the Wall" painted by the University's College Republicans group - was defaced in October.
Nick Wicker contributed reporting.
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Springfield News-Leader (Missouri)
January 11, 2017

What is fair in how we view Muslims?
Bob W. Rush, a prolific writer of letters to this newspaper, had one on Sunday that got people talking.
Rush has had 153 letters published in the News-Leader in the past 10 years. The one published Sunday was titled an Open
Letter to Muslims in America.
In part, he tells Muslims:
"Do you not realize, or is it impossible for you to accept, that people claiming affiliation with your faith are killing
innocent people all over the world and boast about doing it at the behest and approval of your god (Allah), your
prophet (Muhammad) and many of your religious leaders (imams and Islamic clerics)? ... How dare you criticize
those of us who are targets of radical Islamic terrorists for speaking out about such atrocities being carried out in
the name of your Muslim faith."
I disagree with the letter and its tone, but, unlike those who posted comments online, I'm glad we published it. I believe
Rush's views are shared by others here in the Ozarks.
I reviewed many responses to Rush's letter and picked one I consider a thoughtful and respectful rebuttal.
It was written by the Rev. Phil Snider, one of Springfield's more progressive pastors and pastor of the church I attend. I
also wanted to pick a response from someone who is accustomed to being in the public eye.
My editor suggested I take Snider's rebuttal to Rush - so he could review it. The goal was to see if there was a thoughtful
middle ground.
Rush said sure. On Monday I drove to Mansfield, where Rush lives.
In a way, I felt like a peace envoy. My mission, it seemed, was to broker some type of accord.
Rush has a lovely home. It was once his parents' home. He grew up in Mansfield and graduated from the local high school
in 1948. He covered sports for the high school paper and graduated from the University of Missouri School of Journalism
in 1952.
He was in the Air Force for four years and worked the next 30 as a civilian for the Air Force as a military historian in San
Antonio.
He loves to write. In fact, he looks like a writer. He wears a cardigan sweater and black glasses. He has a full head of
white hair at age 86.
"I have always been fascinated with writing," he tells me.
Me, too, I tell him.
He and his wife, Theda, have been married 66 years. She asks what I personally think of her husband's "Open Letter to
Muslims in America."
I tell her I disagree with it.
She says to her husband: "Maybe you should stop writing letters to the editor."
Rush tells me he has always been conservative. He supported Donald Trump for president.
I hand Rush the piece written by Reverend Snider. It says, in part:
"It's possible to share Bob W. Rush's concerns about threats made against our nation, but it doesn't mean we have to share
his imprudent fear of Muslims. When Mr. Rush paints the Islamic community with broad brush strokes and says
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that all Muslims are 'subject to suspicion' until they teach us how to unmistakably distinguish a 'good Muslim'
from a 'bad Muslim,' I wonder if he is aware of the tens of thousands of Islamic clerics around he world who've
repeatedly condemned the actions of extremist Islamists?"
He sits back in his comfy chair and reads it.
First, he says, he did not know so many Muslims condemn acts of terror done in the name of Islam.
"No, I am not aware of that," he says.
He comments in general on Snider's rebuttal.
"I can't disagree with all that he said," he tells me. "He had some good facts. There are extremes in all walks of life, all
religions. But the Christians are not going around the whole world killing innocent people right now.
"You don't see a Christian run a truck over an open air market and say we did it and we are happy to do it because we are
Christians."
But what about Dylan Roof - as Snider points out - the young man, a member of a Lutheran church, who murdered nine
black members of Mother Emanuel African Methodist Church in Charleston, South Carolina?
Wouldn't the same argument you apply to Muslims apply here? That you have to treat all Christians with suspicion because
there are some Christians who do horrible things?
That's an isolated event, Rush responds. "The Islamic terrorism is worldwide," he says.
"If Christians were killing innocent people in the name of their faith, the first sentence in my letter would have been: 'An
open letter to Christians living in America.'"
Snider also asked: "I wonder if he has ever had a Muslim classmate, colleague or neighbor?"
Rush's response is this: "I don't really see the relevance, but no I have not. However, as a matter of possible interest, I
spent 18 months in Tripoli, Libya, (1954-55) as part of my military service and interacted with Muslims on a number of
occasions. Muslims served in our mess halls, provided security in limited cases, provided transportation, etc."
Finally, Rush also wrote in his letter: "Until you can teach us how to unmistakably distinguish a 'good Muslim' from a
'bad Muslim,' you are subject to our suspicion, as well as our right and our duty, to openly question your loyalty and
dedication to the safety and well-being of our people and our country."
I ask Rush how anyone can unmistakably tell a "good Muslim" from a "bad Muslim."
"Who knows?" he tells me. "With no answer, they are all under suspicion."
That certainly does not seem fair to me. "Does that seem fair to you?" I ask.
"I don't know what you mean by 'fair.' It may not be fair in some people's eyes. ... Being suspicious does not mean being
angry."
To me, the answer is clear. To treat a class of people with suspicion because you can't tell the good ones from the bad
ones is not only unfair - it's not who we are as Americans.
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Czech government tells its citizens how to fight terrorists: Shoot them yourselves
Amanda Erickson
A couple of months ago, Czech President Milos Zeman made an unusual request: He urged citizens to arm
themselves against a possible "super-Holocaust" carried out by Muslim terrorists.
Never mind that there are fewer than 4,000 Muslims in this country of 10 million people - gun purchases spiked.
One shop owner in East Bohemia, a region in the northern center of the Czech Republic, told a local paper that
people were scared of a "wave of Islamists."
Now the country's Interior Ministry is pushing a constitutional change that would let citizens use guns against terrorists.
Proponents say it could save lives if an attack occurs and police are delayed or unable to make their way to the scene.
To become law, Parliament must approve the proposal.
The Czech Republic has some of the most lenient gun policies in Europe. It's home to about 800,000 registered firearms
and 300,000 people with gun licenses. Obtaining a weapon is relatively easy: Residents must be 21, pass a gun-knowledge
check and have no criminal record. By law, Czechs can use their weapons to protect their property or when in danger,
although they need to prove they faced a real threat.
This puts the country at odds with much of Europe, which has long supported much more stringent gun-control measures.
The 2015 terrorist attacks in Paris prompted the European Union to enact even tougher policies. The European
Commission's initial proposal called for a complete ban on the sale of weapons such as Kalashnikovs or AR-15s that are
intended primarily for military use. Ammunition magazines would be limited to 20 rounds or less.
The Czech Republic came out hard against the directive. Officials warned - somewhat ominously - that the measure would
limit the country's ability to build "an internal security system" and make it nearly impossible to train army reservists.
And a total ban on military-style rifles that can fire large numbers of rounds would make illegal thousands of weapons
already owned by Czech citizens, potentially creating a black market for terrorists to exploit. Finland and Germany offered
their own reservations; Europe's pro-gun groups also mobilized against the bill with the support of politicians on the
extreme right.
After months of contentious negotiations, the E.U. passed a compromise last month; the Council of Ministers will confirm
the measure this spring. All member states will have 15 months to comply with the new gun restrictions. The final measure
bans the sale of most military-style rifles and requires all potential buyers to go through a psychological check before
they can purchase a weapon. If someone fails a check in one E.U. state, that information will be shared in an international
database to prevent them from purchasing a weapon in another state. Online sales are also severely curtailed. The Czech
Republic was the only country to oppose the directive for being too strict. Luxembourg also voted against the measure but on the grounds that it was too weak.
So regardless of how the Czech Parliament votes on the constitutional measure, gun laws in the Czech Republic are going
to get stricter. All gun purchasers will be required to pass the psychological checks, though it's not yet clear whether gun
owners will have to turn in newly illegal weapons. That ambiguity has led one Czech newspaper to suggest that the Interior
Ministry's latest move is much more about political safety than safety from terrorism.
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U's conversations on Islamophobia are insufficient, students say
David Clarey
Sidhra Musani started high school at a private Islamic school. Now, she said she is the only visible Muslim in her advanced
classes.
Musani enrolled at the University of Minnesota and became president of the Muslim Students Association, but she
said she still worries her classmates judge her for wearing a hijab.
"I had to think three times [about] everything I was going to say," she said, "because I knew that there is that
pressure ... whether you like or not, people are [going to] judge you for what you say, and they're [going to]
attribute it [to] your faith."
With two recent incidents at the University of Minnesota that were widely condemened as Islamaphobic and others in the
Twin Cities over the last year, some Muslim community members say they fear an increase in Islamaphobic
incidents.
It's unquestionable whether Islamophobia is an issue, said Shakeer Abdullah, assistant vice president of the University's
Office of Equity and Diversity.
The shooting of two Somali men last summer on the edge of campus and an attack on a Somali woman in a Coon
Rapids Applebees are just localized examples of a worldwide problem, he said.
Additionally, last week, someone vandalized the Muslim Students Association's Washington Avenue Bridge panel
with the word "ISIS," in reference to the Islamic State terrorist organization. Flyers have also been distributed
around campus that alleged that Students for Justice in Palestine is anti-semetic and linked to Hamas, a militant
Palestinian group.
Minneapolis is home to a large Somali population, which adds a layer of mistrust between the Muslim community and
other communities, Abdullah said.
At the University, overt and violent displays of Islamophobia are not common but microagressions are a broader issue on
campus, Abdullah said.
"Those are the kind of incidents ... that Muslims have to deal with on a far too regular basis," he said.
At an impromptu meeting between the Muslim Students Association and the Al-Madinah Cultural Center after last week's
bridge defacing, students described feeling like Muslim students are statistics for the University to advertise rather than
actual members of the student body.
Ayantu Hassan, a sophomore at St. Paul College, works at the Tawakal Express in the Cedar-Riverside Neighborhood
and said she hears about hate crimes in the Muslim community and it worries her - particularly as a female Muslim
who wears a hijab.
"Sometimes, we'll hear people walking by, [talking about Muslim people] ... and you try to just ignore that kind of
stuff," she said. "At the end of the day, I'm covered, so you can see I'm Muslim ... [and] most of the people getting
harmed are women. It's kind of scary."
Faiz Jabir, vice president of the Muslim Students Association, said the issue of Islamophobia trickles from a
national scale down to the University setting.
"There is a problem with Islamophobia within the campus area," he said. "This isn't the only place it happens. It
happens nationwide, state by state."
Hate crimes in Minnesota have declined for most minority groups, but that is not the case for the Muslim community. A
recent Star Tribune analysis highlighted a surge of Islamophobic hate crimes.
There are groups that directly organize against Muslims, said Jaylani Hussein, executive director of the Council on
American-Islamic Relations Minnesota .
"It's not just individuals that are not upset, but rather actual groups ... whose mission is to organize against Muslims," he
said.
U tries to find solutions for Muslims on campus
The University has addressed Islamophobia on campus, but things move slowly, Abdullah, said.
"The reality is that students may not think we are responding in a satisfactory way," he said. "Students want to see change
immediately, and I think as a large institution, change comes slowly."
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Abdullah pointed to groups like the Bias Response Team and the Office of Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action
that try to resolve Islamophobic microagressions on campus.
BRT data obtained by the Minnesota Daily showed that three out of the 25 incidents reported since January involved hate
speech against Muslims.
Musani said she doesn't think the University does a good enough job directly addressing Islamophobia. She said campus
climate conversations are helpful but aren't solutions.
"Our job is to bring up those perspectives - we don't necesarilly have the solutions to them, but we're trying," she said.
One of the first steps in addressing Islamophobia is getting people outside of the Muslim community to address it, Jaylani
Hussein said.
"The best way to move away from this [type] of discrimination is when those who are challenging it are those who are
least affected by it," he said. "How do we get those [people] ,,, to be more visible against it, vocal against [it]?"
Educating people who don't understand the Muslim community, creating dialogue and clarifying the global discussion
around terrorism are all steps that need to be taken, Hussein said.
"If you look at the statistics, [you're] more likely [to] be struck by lightning twice than be killed by a Muslim in a terrorist
attack," he said.
Still, reaching the right audience is one of the more complex issues in addressing Islamophobia, he said.
"It can't just be Muslims talking amongst themselves about what they can do, we need to engage and we need to make
sure we're bringing persectives form the greater community," Musani said.
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The Louisville Cardinal: University of Louisville
January 8, 2017

Islamaphobia through the eyes of Muslim students at U of L
Briana Williams
The daily life of a Muslim in the United States is not an easy one. Followers of Islam frequently face Islamaphobia
- challenges and discrimination due to their religion.
College student Hussain Tariq has experienced Islamaphobia firsthand.
"Last semester at my internship, I was walking through the metal detectors at the building I worked in. Meanwhile,
the security guard was looking through my bag and asked, 'No weapons of mass destruction today?' I did not know
how to answer her. Out of complete shock, I just collected my belongings and walked away," Tariq said.
Rona Osman, historian of the Muslim Student Association at U of L, has faced similar situations. "When I was in middle
school and even high
"When I was in middle school, and even high school, and would tell people that I was Muslim, people would joke
and say things like 'Is Osama Bin Laden your uncle?' or 'You're not gonna bomb me are you?' And they really
didn't realize how hurtful that was."
Student Zohaib Qureshi said that discrimination can come in many forms. "Throughout grade school, up until high school,
direct prejudice remarks came from immaturity and lack of understanding. Examples were: 'son of Osama,' 'terrorist,'
using the name Allah (God) mixed with derogatory remarks, instances of exclusion from participation, and even
discrimination by adults such as teachers in the past. Ridicule and embarrassment, suspension and shifting schools
from disrespect
"Throughout grade school, up until high school, direct prejudice remarks came from immaturity and lack of
understanding. Examples were: 'son of Osama,' 'terrorist,' using the name Allah (God) mixed with derogatory remarks,
instances of exclusion from participation and even discrimination by adults such as teachers in the past. Ridicule and
embarrassment, suspension and shifting schools from disrespect has been a thing for me."
"I think I'm very fortunate that I haven't faced discrimination because of being a Muslim related to school or work in
Louisville. I've been pleasantly surprised at the respect I've gotten from students and teachers alike," public helath student
Rishtya Kakar said.
Public health student Rishtya Kakar said she's "very fortunate" to not have been discriminated against, but thinks she has
not been given the same respect or service at restaurants.
Imam Mohammed Iqbal of the Louisville Islamic Center said that he has experienced Islamaphobia in the past, but that it
doesn't bother him anymore and prefers to think of positive experiences.
Iqbal shared a story about praying on a plane. Flight attendants arranged for him to have a private moment for prayer.
"Initially, praying in awkward spaces was uncomfortable, but after awhile I got used to it," Iqbal said.
Qureshi said he makes time for Allah daily. "I set time aside from my daily tasks of studying or extracurricular activities
to remember Allah by praying at the designated hours. I learn about other's faith and opinions, but also make sure I spend
time learning and understanding my own," Qureshi said.
Because of the increase in terror attacks, Islam has earned the negative reputation of being a religion that promotes
violence and terrorism. "It is quite the opposite. Islam promotes peace, social justice and equality, and treats everyone as
a person deserving of respect," Tariq said.
Kakar said she and her friends have been approached and given them pamphlets or booklets saying horrible things about
God, Islam and the Quran.
"I understand they are probably doing it out of the goodness of their hearts because they really see Islam as evil and how
it is portrayed by terrorists and the media. However, it is definitely hurtful," Kakar said.
"I don't know any religion that's taught to hate others," Osman said. "I know they all promote peace and love, and that's
why I love people of all faiths or no faith. We are all simply humans and loving each other is the only way to live
peacefully."
Most Muslims feel the religion is falsely portrayed by the media.
"Islam does not equal ISIS. This is the most common misconception the world has about Muslims," Iqbal said. Tying the
entire religion with extremists is another example of Islam being falsified in the media. "Tying violence with the word
Islam is, in entirety, false."
Osman said another misconception about Islam is that women are oppressed and are forced to dress modestly or wear
hijab, which is not just the scarf. She said, "It is unfortunate that there are societies that do make it a law for women to
dress a certain way, but those rules were man-made and not Islamic."
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Kakar wears the hijab as a symbol of her faith. "As a Muslim woman who proudly wears hijab and loose clothing, people
are often shocked that I speak English with an American accent or that I am teaching and working on my third degree,"
Kakar said.
"I hope that by embodying the essence of Islam in my day-to-day life, people will see Islam for the beautiful way of life
it is and respect it enough to at least ask questions, rather than rely on the what others tell them about it," Kakar said.
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Cops walk a fine line with 'hate incidents'
James Queally
When he first read the letter mailed to the Islamic Center of Long Beach last November, Tarek Mohamed wasn't terribly
surprised by the hateful screed inside.
The note was addressed to the "Children of Satan," called for the extermination of Muslims in the U.S. and
referenced Donald Trump's election night victory. Mohamed, the center's president, had received similar messages
before, and knew he would again.
Authorities examined the letter -- and ones sent to other Islamic institutions in California -- and quickly determined
it didn't rise to the level of a hate crime that could be prosecuted.
But in an increasingly common move, police officials classified the letter as a "hate incident" and, working with the U.S.
Postal Service, began a search for the author.
Typically, the standard for a police investigation focuses on whether a crime has occurred. But as police departments
across the nation deal with sensitivities about about hateful and threatening speech, they are trying to get ahead of the
issue.
Police are encouraging people to report any and all bias-motivated incidents, from simple verbal attacks to overt crimes.
And detectives are investigating even when the reports don't amount to a crime.
Investigators say that information can help them prevent hate crimes or build evidence against someone who goes on to
commit a crime. But it also forces police to walk a fine line, probing without infringing on the free speech rights of those
they investigate.
"People have a right to say what they want. No matter how bad it is and how hurtful it is to other people," said L.A.
County Sheriff's Department Det. Chris Keeling, a veteran hate crimes investigator. "We have to know those people are
out there, but what we have to fight against is allowing that person's statement to cause us to react in a negative way."
The perceived rise in bias actions has been a source of intense debate across the country ever since Trump rose to the
front of a crowded field of GOP candidates last year, and some critics believe his ascension to the presidency has
emboldened those who hold anti-Muslim or white supremacist views.
Officials said they don't know whether there are actually more hate crimes since the election or whether they are simply
getting more attention. But FBI statistics show that reported hate crimes throughout the U.S. rose 7% in 2015.
Police across California said they developed strategies for dealing with hate incidents long before Trump's election,
something they said was a necessity in the diverse communities they serve.
There is a difference between a hate crime and cruel or hurtful comments, many of which are protected under the 1st
Amendment. The law makes it illegal to physically harm someone based on his or her race, religion, national origin,
gender or sexual orientation, among other characteristics.
Hate incidents are a different matter. A person on receiving end of a hateful email or racist rant can feel attacked, but
police say many of these encounters don't amount to a crime.
Some police agencies have been taking down information about both the victims of hate incidents and the offending party.
Officials say it's similar to the way they catalog information on calls for service.
Such incidents will often be referred to a department's hate crimes unit but not entered into a central database tracking
those who engage in hate speech, according to Los Angeles Police Cmdr. Horace Frank, assistant commanding officer of
the department's counterterrorism and special operations bureau.
Frank said believes having the information on file could be helpful in preventing future hate crimes -- or at least help with
those investigations.
"Incidents quite often develop into crimes," he said. "The last thing we want to do is to be on the responsive end as
opposed to the preventive end."
The LAPD will go to great lengths to identify the perpetrator of a hate incident even if no crime has been committed,
Frank added. In some instances, investigators have used partial license plates or even DNA to track down potential
suspects, though those tactics are more normally used in the investigation of an actual hate crime, he said.
Still, there's only so much police can do without evidence of an actual crime.
Sgt. Daron Wyatt, an Anaheim police spokesman, said his department aggressively investigates and tracks information
on hate incidents and will often try to make contact with people engaged in such behavior. But they can't even have a
conversation with the offending party without consent.
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"If we walk up to someone and say hello ... and they say, 'I'm not talking and I'm walking away,' then we have to let them
walk away," he said.
Peter Bibring, director of police practice for the American Civil Liberties Union in Southern California, said there's
nothing wrong with police collecting information when they receive reports about possible bias crimes. But he cautioned
law enforcement against going a step further and creating specific pools of information regarding people involved in
hateful speech, the way they might track those involved in gang activity or other classes of crimes.
"They can go out and ask questions to make sure that there's nothing more serious involved, but they shouldn't maintain
information about people unless there's reasonable suspicion to believe they're involved in criminal activity," he said.
"They certainly shouldn't maintain information about people just because of their political viewpoints, repugnant though
they may be."
Fears that the election might embolden some to commit racially motivated attacks have been stoked by violent assaults
in California and elsewhere in the past few weeks.
Last month in Simi Valley, two men hurled racial slurs at a group of people who had just left an Islamic prayer service.
While that on its own might have been considered a hate incident, the clash quickly turned physical. One of the mosque
attendees was stabbed, and police have labeled the attack as a hate crime.
On Thursday, four people were charged with a hate crime in Chicago after they kidnapped, pummeled and slashed a
mentally disabled 18-year-old and broadcast the attack on social media. The suspects, who were black, shouted profanities
about white people and Trump. The victim was white, according to the video of the assault.
The heightened sensitivity to hate and concerns over potential 1st Amendment abuses have made partnerships between
police and advocacy groups that focus on bias more important than ever, officials said.
In recent weeks, the Los Angeles city attorney's office has been discussing hate incidents and crimes with the AntiDefamation League, and the Sheriff's Department has a long-established relationship with the league, officials said.
Unlike police, the Anti-Defamation League, as a private organization, has more latitude in the types of information it can
document, said Oren Segal, director of the agency's Center On Extremism.
"As a non-governmental organization who tracks extremists and hatred, I don't need to get permission to monitor
somebody's public statements and their social media account, or if they attend a rally, to collect information," he said.
"We're allowed to collect that information ... and we're allowed to share it with law enforcement."
Though investigators' primary focus in tracking hate incidents might be to collect data and observe trends in extremist
behavior, Segal said law enforcement's serious approach to such activity can also help act as a balm for a victimized
community.
"Having law enforcement not only take it seriously and document it, but for them to reach out to victims and let them
know we're not going to forget about you, goes a long way," he said.
Keeling said the tough stance on hate incidents might cause someone to think twice about committing a bias-motivated
crime later on. If a person is the subject of multiple hate incident reports, Keeling said, he or she might get a visit from
investigators, something the sheriff's detective hopes acts as a deterrent.
"If I have a series of reports, and the same name keeps coming up, at some point, as a detective I am going to make contact
with that person.
"But when I contact, it's not always to make an arrest. Sometimes I contact you for intervention, prevention," he said. "I'm
trying to keep you from rising to the level and crossing that threshold of a crime."
The aggressive stance from police has been welcomed by some of the communities who are most likely to be the targets
of hate speech.
Nolan Lebovitz, rabbi at Adat Shalom in Los Angeles, said a quick response from the LAPD helped calm members of his
synagogue after someone spray-painted the word "Nazi" on the building in March.
"Whether or not it's officially a crime, hate is something that needs to be addressed seriously," he said. "Hate in general
is like a bubbling volcano. Once it erupts it's already too late."
For others who have been targeted, the distinction between a hate crime and a hate incident doesn't mean much.
Mohamed doesn't care what term police use to describe the hateful letters sent to California mosques, as long as detectives
identify the author and make sure he or she doesn't present a larger threat.
"We don't want to wake with a bloodshed in Southern California because this letter doesn't meet the criteria of criminal
action," he said.
--
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TOWN LOSING MOSQUE FIGHT SHOULD SETTLE
The Star-Ledger Editorial Board
A federal judge last weekend eviscerated the main reason officials in a New Jersey suburb gave to block the building of
a new mosque, calling it discriminatory and unconstitutional.
That's without even getting into the anti-Muslim emails circulated privately among Bernards Township officials, or
the planning board staffer who wrote in her diary that the handling of the mosque's proposal reeked of bias.
No, this decision, handed down New Year's Eve, was based solely on the facts that both sides accepted. The town applied
a new, Muslim-specific parking rule, which the judge found discriminatory on its face.
The township held a mosque to a tougher standard than it required of churches or synagogues, a federal judge
found.
Time for township officials to stop, settle this case and apologize. Their other bases of denial all trace back to the parking
issue. They've lost the core legal argument, an unsurprising outcome, and are now leaving the taxpayers inexcusably
exposed.
That much was always clear. The section of the federal religious freedom law that this small group of Muslims sued under
doesn't require them to show malicious intent - just that they were treated differently. This, the township doesn't even
deny.
It argued all along that Muslims require more parking because they worship on Friday afternoons and would therefore
arrive alone, one to a car. That might be more convincing if not for this factor: Officials never did any study of worship
habits for churches or synagogues who came before the board, the judge, Michael Shipp, noted.
By their own admission, they applied a different standard to Muslims, he wrote. Their vague parking requirements
gave the planning board "unbridled and unconstitutional discretion."
The entire point of this federal law was to prevent local boards from discriminating against religious groups. It wouldn't
offer much protection if it allowed officials to discriminate, so long as they came up with some convenient excuse for it.
The anti-Muslim bias expressed by a powerful clique of Bernards officials, while not considered by the judge in
this ruling, only reaffirms the need for the federal law. Across the country, mosques have been blocked under the
pretense of zoning issues.
Well-intentioned people get caught up in these fights too, of course; and biased or unbiased, others are myopic. Officials
in Bernards saw nearby Bridgewater amend an ordinance to block a mosque from being built, then settle a lawsuit for
$7.75 million, for what a federal judge called anti-Muslim bias. Yet they then proceeded to do the very same thing.
Even after 34 organizations joined this federal lawsuit - including major Christian, Muslim and Jewish groups - and the
Justice Department filed its own lawsuit after an eight-month investigation, the township refused to budge.
Mayor Carol Bianchi, who chaired the planning board when it came up with this Muslim-specific parking requirement,
has continued to defend it, saying all these other groups just don't understand the facts of the case.
Now, she and other officials are considering making the same argument about this federal judge. The township
"vehemently disagrees" with the decision, they said, and "will consider how to best move forward, including appealing
the decision when ripe for appeal."
Unreal. They dragged this mosque fight out for nearly four years, costing the Muslim applicants more than $450,000 in
fees before the planning board; not just for their own legal and professional costs, but for the town's, too.
Now they've lost the case, meaning the township not only has to pay its own attorneys' fees, but also those of the Islamic
Society.Are they really going to continue to litigate, as the bill climbs ever higher? After this ruling, what makes them
certain their insurer will cover it?
Don't make taxpayers the next victims, in some foolhardy effort to save face
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Longmont resident won't remove anti-Muslim sign from front yard
Amelia Arvesen
A Longmont resident has declined city officials' request that he remove a homemade sign bearing an anti-Muslim
message from his front yard after it drew complaints that it promotes hatred.
Painted in red on a wooden board chained to a tree in front of Harry McNevin's home at 1700 17th Ave. are the
words: "Muslim's kill Muslim's (sic) if they don't agree. Where does that leave you, 'infidel.'"
People have called the message "hate speech," but Boulder County District Attorney Stan Garnett said the First
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution protects Americans' ability to express their opinions.
"As offensive as a sign like that might be, most of the time a sign on private property is not going to be a criminal violation
of any sort," Garnett said. "That was our impression here as well."
McNevin, 83, has lived on 17th Avenue for 40 years. He said the phrase expresses his belief that Muslims are a
threat and should not enter the country.
"They're not our friends, they're our enemies," McNevin said. "And as they march up and down in Iran, the
Shiites, what do they say? Death to America."
Longmont Public Safety Chief Mike Butler said he and Carmen Ramirez, the city's community and neighborhood
resources manager, visited McNevin on Monday after hearing concerns from community members fearful of the language.
Butler said he had hoped to "appeal to his sense of civility" by asking McNevin to remove the sign or change the wording.
McNevin interpreted the visit from city officials as their insurance of his safety. He said he has posted other signs in the
past, including a "Trump for President" sign that he said a group of kids attempted to steal from his lawn.
He said he believes the new sign is factual and not a generalization. He said he wouldn't know how to change the
wording.
"What's wrong with our country if people can't have different opinions?" McNevin said.
'Wouldn't want to go around promoting hate'
Longmont resident Shawn Taylor sees it differently. She said the phrase is obvious hate speech that does not belong in
Longmont or the country.
"We need to move past this type of hatred and learn to live together," she wrote in a Facebook comment responding to a
Times-Call reporter. " Just because we have a hater and bigot for our new president, doesn't mean we as Americans have
to follow his lead in that regard."
She said she and her sister are considering staging a protest in front of McNevin's house once they figure out exactly what
he means so they can craft their retort.
For Kimberley Miller-Sjostrom, the two words "kill Muslims" first caught her attention. She said she had to drive past
the sign again to catch the rest of its message, and, even then, she couldn't tell what the cursive writing underneath said
or meant.
"I know that there's the freedom of speech and freedom of religion," she said. "For myself, I just wouldn't want to go
around promoting hate."
'Maybe if he actually met a Muslim...'
Farah Afzal, outreach team member with the Islamic Center of Boulder, said she had difficulty understanding what
McNevin intended by the message. But she sensed animosity toward "a certain group of people."
"He has a right to express his opinion, but maybe if he actually met a Muslim his views might change," she said. "Muslims
do not hate Americans or, for that sake, any people."
Afzal said Islam teaches followers to love all of God's creation, and Muslims condemn killing innocent souls, but it's the
U.S. government's foreign policies that some people disagree with.
She said all religions have extreme groups, which does not give people the right to generalize a whole population under
one banner.
The Islamic Center is hosting an open house from 1 to 3 p.m. Feb. 19 at 5495 Baseline Road in Boulder, and Afzal said
McNevin is welcome to meet Muslims there.
"I thank all of our well wishers and hope we can stand together against bigotry towards any group of people," Afzal said.
Amelia Arvesen: 303-684-5212, arvesena@times-call.com or twitter.com/ameliaarvesen
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Mosque plan in Virginia meets opposition
TARA BAHRAMPOUR
(WPNS) -- It is not uncommon for new development plans in Northern Virginia to raise hackles among residents who
want to limit suburban sprawl. But a proposed mosque on a 14-acre plot in a protected zone has sparked heated
debate, with allegations of arrogance on one side and of anti-Muslim bias on the other.
The All Dulles Area Muslim Society (ADAMS), which has 11 chapters around Northern Virginia and the District of
Columbia, wants to build a 22,400-square-foot mosque on the site in Nokesville, in Prince William County. About 150
to 200 Muslims from the area who conduct Friday prayers in a rented hotel space in Manassas say they want their own
place for services, Sunday school, interfaith gatherings and other events.
Opponents say the proposed 500-person facility is not appropriate in the neighborhood of single-family homes, which
lies within an 80,000-acre swath created in 1998 to preserve Prince William's remaining rural areas from suburbanization.
Known as the Rural Crescent, it serves as a buffer between the county's more developed eastern side and rural Fauquier
County to the west. Most residents are required to use septic tanks, lots for new single-family homes must be on acres of
at least 10 acres, and the construction of larger facilities, such as religious institutions, requires a special-use permit from
the county.
Since buying the site in 2014, ADAMS representatives say they have worked with county officials to address concerns
about traffic, lighting and height, and have spent a couple hundred thousand dollars on the plan on top of the $500,000
paid for the land. Their application requests use of the public sewer, which the organization argues is more
environmentally sound than a septic tank. Use of a septic tank would probably limit the size of the facility.
Friction has arisen in the past when churches have sought permits for large facilities, with opponents warning
they would set a precedent for further development. But in recent years at least two churches have been approved
and permitted to connect to the public sewer system. Citing cases around the country where they say mosques have
faced more stringent zoning restrictions than other houses of worship, ADAMS says it is being held to a double
standard by people who are leery of Muslims.
Opponents of the Nokesville project say they have no problem with Muslims and are concerned only with the integrity
of the protected zone and with maintaining a quiet rural lifestyle; many residents keep goats, horses, chickens or cows. A
high school was built nearby in 2011, and the county plans to widen a segment of the main road adjacent to the site to
alleviate traffic.
The debate boiled over in the fall when ADAMS' application to construct a 45-foot includes the proposed site, tall
building, along with playing pointed out that the churches fields and a parking lot that were granted sewer connections
for more than 300 cars, went had conditions that before the county Planning posed difficulties in connecting Commission.
to septic systems.
Impassioned public comment One site had a major gas at the Nov. 2 hearing pipeline running through the ran for more
than four hours, space where a septic system with mosque supporters invoking would go; the other was on Plymouth Rock
and poor soil that could compromise the First and Fourteenth a septic system. And Amendments and talking both already
had sewer lines about their deep roots in the running alongside the properties. county and history of public
service. Lawson said ADAMS was "I just want to say to those "the only religious institution who imply that this is not
applicant who has not for the residents: We are the identified a special exception residents; we are your neighbors," to
warrant the request for said Shaun Ahmad, sewer."
who lives in Warrenton and To Rizwan Jaka, chair of added that it was not reasonable the board of ADAMS, the to have
to drive to the organization's concern over sewage is a red nearest mosque, herring.
40 miles away. He cited increased antiSome asserted religious Islamic sentiment across bias was in play. the country. "With over 30
"Some of the underlying issue, mosques being prevented the opposition, could be from being built based off of
because of lack of knowledge anti-Muslim bigotry or implicit or hate or bigotry," said Rafi bias wrapped in land-use
Uddin Ahmed, chairman of arguments, that gives us the civic and public affairs some concern," he said. committee of the
Muslim Association In December, the Justice of Virginia. Department sued Culpeper
"You're afraid of Muslims?" County, alleging discrimination said Hassan Zahwa of Gainesville. after the county denied
a "There's no reason for request for a permit to build a that; we have been in this mosque there. Asked whether community
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for years. . . . ADAMS would push for a Turning your head the other similar action in Prince William, way and pretending
that Jaka said, "Obviously we're not here or denying we are prepared to advocate this application is not going to for our
rights under the law, change that fact." but we hope and pray that
Opponents countered that the county and our members their stance was about fairness will make this a successful and
had nothing to do situation."
with anti-Muslim sentiment. Scott Christian, a member They blasted ADAMS for of the Northern Piedmont making the
purchase with the Chapter of the Virginia Interfaith assumption that a sewer connection Center for Public would be
approved. Policy, said: "The fact that
"The applicant paid Rural it's taken them so long and Crescent prices for land and they have had to go through now want
to be allowed to so many hoops" compared use it as if it were an approved with churches "just doesn't development area,"
said Dennis seem right. . . . I just wish Hayo, who lives near the there was more sentiment site. "That's a nice increase in
to see this as a positive thing investment, but it's not fair to and not just look at it as more others who purchased in the
traffic."
development area knowing Acknowledging that there the rules." was less explicit bias in this
Noting that the site's open space and scenic views were one thing that made it attractive to ADAMS, Tammy Spinks, a
neighbor of the site, said that if the project is approved, "You will be destroying the very thing they sought out, not only
for them but for all of us."
To Betty Morrell, who lives three properties down from the site, it felt as if the two sides were talking past each other.
"All we were talking about was land use, and they were talking about what nice people they are, what good people they
are," she said. "I think they automatically assume we're talking about race and religion, and we're not." Morrell is a
spokeswoman for Friends of Rural Crescent Energized, a group that formed in opposition to a special-use permit for the
project.
That meeting ended with a deferred vote. On Dec. 7, the commission voted 6-2 to recommend that the Board of County
Supervisors approve the project with a septic tank.
Supervisor Jeanine Lawson, R-Brentsville, whose district case than in some places around the nation, Jaka said some
members of the public had asked questions in early meetings about the treatment of women in Islam and about
national security and terrorism.
"I think it's very clear that it is more than just a land-use issue," said Syed Murtaza, a member of the ADAMS Gainesville
committee, adding that opposition groups, including a political action committee, had formed only after ADAMS bought
the site.
ADAMS, which is also facing opposition to a proposed facility in Ashburn, has not said whether it will pursue the project
at the Nokesville site if the county does not approve the sewer connection. But Murtaza said, "If it can't accommodate a
certain number [of users] I don't think it will be a financially feasible thing to do."
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In Va., civic rules used as a guise for Islamophobia
Petula Dvorak
Sewage lines, traffic patterns and zoning ordinances. Meet the instruments of bigotry in America today.
It's happened three times in Virginia already, cases where development regulations and mundane municipal laws have
been used to smokescreen surging Islamophobia.
And it's something new, something that folks who have lived in these communities for decades have never experienced.
"I would never believe in my life that something like this would happen," said Samer Shalaby, whose pointer-andblueprints community meeting presentation went viral after audience members unleashed a bigoted, anti-Muslim
shouting spree at him.
"Nobody, nobody, nobody wants your evil cult in this county," a man who said he was a former Marine yelled at
Shalaby that night in November 2015.
Turns out the Islamic Center of Fredericksburg has been operating in Spotsylvania County for 28 years. And Shalaby's
family has been there for 31. Until last year, they were viewed as neighbors. They were engineers, car salesmen, moms
picking up their kids from soccer games or band practice.
But then Donald Trump began running for president, pledging to ban Muslims from entering the country and
establish a registry for Muslim Americans.
It was amid that heated and ugly rhetoric that the center announced its expansion plans - and promptly ran into a wall of
opposition. And now, a year later, the Islamic center is still tied up in traffic-pattern objections and subdivision squabbles.
In Culpeper, about 40 miles away, local officials rubber stamped pump-and-haul permits to handle sewage for businesses
or houses of worship. The county board approved 26 of them since 1992, including nine for churches.
But when the Islamic Center of Culpeper bought a parcel of land and proposed a small mosque, a local Republican
activist whipped the community in a frenzy over the sewage permit, which became a sneaky way to block the entire
project.
"I understand the Islamic Center of Culpeper wishes to rehabilitate the existing home and use it on a weekly basis
as a place of prayer. ... Hmmmmmmmmm," he wrote. And right after that - just like Fredericksburg - there was
a raucous community meeting with abnormally high attendance, there was grandstanding and a round of applause
after the board broke its quarter-century streak of issuing permits and denied that one.
Its decision was so ham-handed that the Justice Department hit Culpeper County with a lawsuit last month based on the
Religious Land Use act. Justice has plenty of ammo on this case, from the emails sent out before the meeting to the
communications that other board members got from folks opposing the mosque - emails that mentioned terrorists, not
sewage.
And now we've got Nokesville.
About 200 Muslims who hold their prayers in rented hotel space in Manassas want to build their own space. It would be
the Nokesville branch of the All Dulles Area Muslim Society (ADAMS), one of the country's largest and most prominent
mosques. ADAMS has 11 chapters around Northern Virginia and the District.
They've been working with county officials for two years now on the building's height, lighting and parking on the parcel
of land they bought. But that cooperation hasn't been enough for some opponents.
"No more suburban sprawl!" they say. And they're pushing their leaders to deny connection to the public sewage
system the mosque would need.
Two churches recently got this very same approval. Churches.
Rizwan Jaka, chairman of the ADAMS board, told The Washington Post's Tara Bahrampour that the concern over sewage
is a red herring and something he's seeing across the country.
"With over 30 mosques being prevented from being built based off of anti-Muslim bigotry or implicit bias wrapped
in land-use arguments, that gives us some concern," he said.
The case in Fredericksburg really shows the ridiculous hoop-jumping that Muslims are facing.
When officials with the Islamic Center there bought a parcel of land a little ways out of town, they thought they'd be doing
everyone a favor by keeping traffic out of town. Nope. Residents not only complained about traffic, but complained that
the area wasn't appropriate for a religious facility.
"We're still fighting the battle, and still trying to be good Samaritans and good neighbors to everybody," said Shalaby,
who is also a civil engineer.
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So they offered to divide the 10 acres of land they bought for $200,000 into single-family home sites and sell it like that,
then use the proceeds to buy less than an acre of land, which will be about $500,000, near their current site in town. That
should keep traffic out of the neighborhoods, right?
"We gave them an option," he said.
They mailed 360 letters to residents, explained the plans and asked for input.
The problem now? Traffic. Again.
"We thought this would be a way to get past the unfortunate bigotry," Shalaby said.
"But a lot of us are having problems like this now. It's amazing. I never thought it would happen in this country."
petula.dvorak@washpost.com
Read more Petula Dvorak:
From lab to Olympic podium to White House, accomplished women are still dismissed
An epidemic of lies: Our country's cultural plague just keeps getting worse
In liberal D.C., the arrival of Donald Trump is triggering an identity crisis
The janitor felt invisible to Georgetown students - until one changed his life
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AU's former Muslim chaplain speaks on fight to end Islamophobia
Anna Donohue
AU's former Muslim chaplain speaks on fight to end Islamophobia
By Anna Donohue| 11/08/16 12:38pm | Updated 11/08/16 12:38pm Meghan Howie Imam Zeb, AU's former Muslim
chaplain, spoke on Nov. 2 in the Kay Spiritual Life Center to highlight the discrimination Muslim Americans experience
on a daily basis.
Zeb talked about how Muslim Americans must balance their religion with American ideologies at odds with Islam. He
also discussed how Islamophobia in America has risen to new heights recently, and how this affects Muslim Americans'
perceptions of themselves and this country.
Zeb was the fifteenth speaker in the annual R. Bruce Poynter Lecture Series, which is put on by the Kay Spiritual Life
Center. Zeb has served as an interfaith scholar, a TEDx speaker and is a Certified Muslim Chaplain. He once served as
the Muslim chaplain/Imam at AU, and is currently serving as the Co-University Chaplain at The Claremont Colleges.
"This topic is not my favorite topic, because living the Muslim American experience in 2016 is not my favorite
experience," Zeb said.
He went on to say that being a Muslim in America this year has forced him to deal with discrimination brought up
by anti-Muslim rhetoric in the media and throughout the presidential election.
Zeb started off his presentation with an image of a father putting his young daughter to sleep. Zeb explained that the
picture was from an article in The New York Times. The girl was a young Lebanese-American child who had been having
trouble sleeping because she had been suffering nightmares of Donald Trump locking up Muslim families.
"The Islamophobic rhetoric she is being exposed to is affecting her psychology," Zeb said.
He then proceeded to share stories from his own childhood, and how attending a private Christian school in Dallas
forced him to hide the fact that he was Muslim from his peers. Zeb described one boy on his football team who
"came out" as Muslim, and was instantly shunned by his teammates. Even one of Zeb's close childhood friends
began to harass him for his religion after the 9/11 attacks.
"After 9/11, we realized that life was going to change," Zeb said.
The rest of the lecture went deeper into a discussion of today's struggles between Muslim-Americans and society's
misconceptions of Muslim-Americans, and what outside factors are driving these misconceptions. Zeb noted that
Islamophobia in America has always been present, citing a line from the original version of the song "Arabian
Nights" from the Disney movie "Aladdin" that said "Where they cut off your ear if they don't like your face, it's
barbaric, but hey, it's home."
He added that although Islamophobia had always existed in American society, it was 9/11 that brought it to the
forefront. He also talked about how the media has played a large role in spreading anti-Muslim sentiments, and
that certain corporations even give money to media outlets in order to spread information that may not be true
but gets reactions from consumers.
Zeb only addressed the 2016 presidential election toward the end of his lecture, saying that in order to make change, the
country needs to demand action together. In particular, he questioned the United States' history of mistreating minorities
that still goes on today, such as the conflict surrounding the Dakota Access Pipeline and the mass incarceration of African
Americans.
"Haven't we done enough?" he asked. "We practically obliterated American Indians and now we're trying to exploit them
for more money? We've incarcerated more African Americans after enslaving them for years. So when I hear, 'make
America great again,' I have to ask, have we ever been great?"
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Muslim leaders denounce 'intolerance' as lawmakers hold 'Islamic Terrorism'
event
Alexa Ura and Sanya Mansoor Texas Tribune
After receiving a letter from Republican state Rep. Kyle Biedermann surveying their beliefs, mosque leaders and
representatives of the Texas Muslim community made one request: Get to know us.
"We feel betrayed and singled out and absolutely discriminated against - that's not what we expect from our elected
officials," Imam Yasir Fazaga of the Islamic Center of Brushy Creek said on Thursday while surrounded by a group of
local interfaith leaders at the Texas Capitol. "The best way to overcome all of this is to get to know one another. We will
not be intimidated by this tactic."
A few days out from Texas Muslim Capitol Day, an advocacy day for members of Muslim communities around the
state, interfaith leaders forcefully denounced a letter sent by the freshman Republican to mosque leaders and Muslim
student associations across the state asking them to fill out a poll about their beliefs.
The poll - which Biedermann said was sent out to gather responses ahead of a "homeland security summit" that also took
place on Thursday - asked Texas Muslims to indicate whether they support efforts to designate the Muslim Brotherhood
as a foreign terrorist organization. The poll also asked respondents whether they supported the "Declaration of Muslim
Reform Movement" and a pledge regarding the safety of former Muslims.
But the Council on American-Islamic Relations, which puts on the advocacy day, contended that Biedermann's intentions
were to derail the upcoming event. On Thursday, Sarwat Hussain, president of the San Antonio chapter of CAIR, reiterated
that organizers would move forward with the biennial tradition of bringing hundreds of Muslim Texans to the Capitol to
learn about the political process and meet state lawmakers despite Biedermann's poll, which she described as "reminiscent
of McCarthyism."
"Get to know us. Be welcoming of us regardless of our faiths, gender, class or anything else," Hussain said. "His
intolerance of Texas Muslims is putting this segment of our state into a more vulnerable position. His treatment of
Muslims is giving fuel to the fire of Islamophobia that is running rampant in our state."
The press conference appeared purposefully timed to overlap with Biedermann's "homeland security summit," which was
promoted as focused on one topic: "Defending Against Radical Islamic Terrorism in Texas."
Meeting just four floors down from them in the Texas Capitol, Republican state representatives at the summit heard from
seven speakers, including Irving mayor Beth Van Duyne, about concerns related to Sharia and unsubstantiated claims that
the presence of mosques furthers radicalization.
"Homeland security must be our top priority," Biedermann said as he introduced the speakers. "We have a
responsibility as Texans to secure the border and protect the state against serious growing threats of America."
Van Dyne said she was called a racist, bigot and Islamophobe after she made public comments following rumors that a
Muslim court was imposing Sharia in Irving.
"Our nation cannot be so overly sensitive in defending other cultures that we stop defending our own. The
American constitution reigns supreme in our nation may that always be the case," Van Dyne said.
Several times throughout the forum, state Rep. Tony Tinderholt, R-Arlington, blamed the media for divisive
coverage of Muslims that allowed Muslims to believe "they can create their own laws in America" and said he was
"disgusted by it."
Biedermann added that he invited CAIR to the summit but received no response from the organization.
Also present at the summit was former Republican state Rep. Molly White, who two years ago came under fire for leaving
instructions for her staff to ask Muslim visitors to her office on Texas Muslim Capitol Day to declare allegiance to the
United States.
While White was not mentioned specifically at the interfaith press conference, Pastor Jim Rigby of St. Andrew's
Presbyterian Church indicated that Bierdermann's tactics were not new among Texas lawmakers.
"I'm so tired of having to come to the Capitol to protect my neighbors from politicians who use minority populations as
scapegoats," Rigby said. "The faces change but the rhetoric never."
This article originally appeared in The Texas Tribune at https://www.texastribune.org/2017/01/26/muslim-leaders-saytexas-lawmaker-betrayed-discrim/.
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Closing the doors to refugees
President Trump is expected to sign orders Friday to temporarily halt all refugee resettlements and freeze
immigration from seven Muslim nations -- a classic example of a solution in search of problem, and just the kind
of symbolic act that gives weight to radical Islamists when they argue that the U.S. is an enemy of their faith.
Trump's campaign for president was built on fear and resentment, and those dark clouds hangs over these putative
attempts to bolster national security. Based on a draft of the executive order, it seems that Trump will impose a
30-day suspension of visas for people from seven predominately Muslim countries -- Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia,
Sudan, Syria and Yemen -- while the government reviews and presumably tightens its visa-vetting protocols. He
also will direct security officials to determine within 30 days what information they need to evaluate potential
visitors, and list the countries around the world that don't provide it. Countries that don't correct the error of their
ways within 60 days of that report -- including the seven affected by the ban -- will have their citizens barred until
they comply.
Worse, Trump apparently plans to suspend U.S. acceptance of all refugees -- people fleeing war or oppression for whom
returning home is not an option -- for 120 days as the government reviews and revises its screening procedures, and he is
expected to slash the number of refugees the U.S. would accept through October 2017 from 110,000 to 50,000. Trump
also will prioritize the resettlement of refugees seeking asylum on grounds of religious persecution, officially valuing
them over those targeted for political dissent, sexual orientation or other reasons.
And Trump wants plans drawn for "safe areas" for Syrians within Syria or nearby, which could help the
administration later on if it wants to institute a longer-term ban on Syrian refugees. But the draft order offers no
details on how the safe zones would be secured, or the legal basis for the U.S. to establish control of territory in a sovereign
state.
Such efforts to restrict access to the U.S. by people fleeing war-torn parts of the world would be misguided and inhumane.
The Migration Policy Institute, a nonpartisan think tank, reported in 2015 that in the 14 years after the 9/11 terror attacks,
784,000 refugees resettled in the U.S. Yet during that time only three resettled refugees were convicted on terror-related
charges -- two of them for plotting against an overseas target and the third for hatching "plans that were barely credible,"
according to the report. The vast majority of refugees allowed into the U.S. are first vetted by the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees, whose screeners then recommend placements in third countries. When the U.S. gets a
referral, it conducts its own security screening before offering resettlement, a process that routinely takes one to two years.
What's more, a study by the non-profit New America shows that 80% of terror attacks in the U.S. since 9/11 have been
carried out by American citizens (although some were naturalized citizens).
It is not surprising that some Americans are worried by the hostility directed at them from a small, radicalized segment
of the Islamic world. But such fears should not be channeled into a broad, discriminatory retrenchment that is at odds with
the best of our humanitarian principles -- especially if that retrenchment would likely do little to protect us.
The U.S. became a wealthy world power in large part through immigration. And it's openness has provided a lifeline to
the oppressed of the world -- the U.S. has formally resettled more refugees than any other country (though at the moment
it is not bearing its fair share of the burden of resettling the tens of millions of migrants currently fleeing war zones).
Trump's actions are not only inhumane, they are a betrayal of what the United States stands for.
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MUSLIMS FIGHT BIAS BY RUNNING FOR OFFICE
Hannan Adely, Staff Writer, @adelyreporter
School board candidate Azra Baig was shaken when she found her campaign signs defaced with the words "ISIS
sympathizer" and "raghead," apparently because of her Muslim faith. But the incident, she said, only drove her to
campaign harder.
"It made me more determined to win because I wanted to prove to these people, to whoever was doing this, I'm going
to win the election and I'm going to win against hate and racism," said Baig, a school nurse and mother of two from
South Brunswick.
Baig was one of several Muslim Americans elected or re-elected across New Jersey in November - a feat achieved
despite a rise in anti-Muslim rhetoric and bias crimes last year. Muslims' growing role in politics comes as they have
set their roots in New Jersey over several decades and become more affluent and involved in their communities. But their
political participation is also part of a concerted effort to be more visible and take on leadership roles as a way to counter
the bias that they see as more freely expressed in an increasingly hostile political climate.
New Jersey has at least 14 Muslim Americans serving in office. They are mayors in Teaneck and Prospect Park,
members of school boards and city councils in Prospect Park, Passaic, Haledon and Plainsboro, and a freeholder in
Passaic County.
Some of those officials gathered Jan. 20 to show their support for Fahim Abedrabbo, who was elected to the Clifton
school board, becoming the first Muslim to serve in elected office in the city. But the celebration was clouded by the
events of the day; Donald Trump - who has said "Islam hates us" and has appointed advisers known for their antiMuslim stances - was being inaugurated as president.
And this week, Trump was poised to sign orders to suspend the refugee program and keep people from seven Muslimmajority countries from entering the U.S.
Muslim leaders said Trump's election reinforced the importance of their service as a way to show they're as American
as anyone else as anti-Islam groups rise into the mainstream in politics and media.
"The way I see it is that Fahim's historic event is sending a clear message that we're part of this country," Mounir
Almaita, the Haledon council president who was re-elected in November, told The Record. "We're not going to sit to the
side, marginalized."
Choosing to run
Abedrabbo's Palestinian parents came to the U.S. in the 1980s, and their country's national struggle impacted his passion
for politics. But when it came time to serve, he wanted to do so locally.
"My parents came for social freedom, for educational freedom and for their kids to have a better life than what they
had," said Abedrabbo, a college administrator who attended Clifton public schools.
"To me, it's more I want to pay it forward not only for what I got, but also for what my parents gave up. My parents
always taught me education was best thing," he said.
Abedrabbo said he has not faced any direct threats or bias as a Muslim running for office, but he did read a lot of
Twitter comments in which strangers claimed he wanted to bring "sharia law," or Islamic law, to Clifton schools. He
said people in Clifton know him and his record and know that he's not a religious radical - despite the picture that antiIslam internet trolls have tried to paint of him and many Muslims seeking office.
Abedrabbo was joined at the celebration last week by Assad Akhter, who in December became the first Muslim to
serve on the Passaic County Board of Freeholders. Akhter has worked to get Democrats elected to state and local offices
in New Jersey, but it wasn't until November, when the freeholder seat became vacant, that he sought office himself.
The timing, he said, was right - days after the presidential election when he felt down and demoralized about Trump's
win, wanting to help his community and push back against negative perceptions of Muslims.
"I felt this is part of what God has in store for me in this life. I can't say I was never given an opportunity to serve my
community," Akhter said.
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'Prepare to be vilified"
Akhter said he did not face discrimination or harassment because of his faith when he became freeholder.
But many others have.
Baig said one of her signs, found near South Brunswick High School, was plastered with the words "Ms. ISIS,"
trying to connect her name to the Islamic State terror group that has killed Muslims and non-Muslims alike.
Baig, who is serving her second school board term, said she tried to keep the incident quiet.
"I didn't want anyone to support me or vote for me out of sympathy," said Baig, a substitute school nurse whose two
daughters attended public schools. "Over the years, I did good work and worked hard and I wanted to win on my own
merit, not because people felt sorry for me."
Similar attacks have happened at the national level. Ilhan Omar, who became the first Somali-American lawmaker in
the United States, winning a seat in the Minnesota House of Representatives, said she was threatened in a cab over her
faith.
And Keith Ellison, the first Muslim elected to Congress, has been called a fanatic and an anti-Semite ever since he
announced his candidacy to chair the Democratic National Committee - allegations that his supporters say are unfounded
and slanderous.
In talks with Muslim organizers in other states, smear campaigns were described as fairly common. Advocates warn
Muslims who want to run for office to "prepare to be vilified."
"It's the time we live in, but that shouldn't paralyze us or keep us from moving forward in the process," said Hoda
Hawa, policy and advocacy director at the Muslim Public Affairs Council.
The anti-Islam fervor directed at Muslim leaders was illustrated this week when Linda Sarsour, a Palestinian-American
political organizer, was attacked in online articles and comments after she co-chaired and spoke at the Women's March
in Washington, D.C.
They claimed, falsely, that she supported the oppression of women and terrorism. The campaign against her faced its
own backlash, as a #IMarchWithLinda hashtag became a top trending topic and mainstream publications wrote about
the abuse she had faced.
Setting an example
In New Jersey, Muslim Americans account for about 3 percent of the population, compared with 1 percent nationally,
according to figures from the Pew Research Center
Other large Muslim communities are present in Texas, California, Michigan, New York, Illinois and Florida, including
new immigrants and their children, along with African-Americans who have lived in the U.S. since they were forced
here on slave ships.
An informal survey of Muslim associations in other states found that New Jersey is among states leading the way with
Muslim Americans in office. Michigan has been successful, too, and in fact has a Muslim-majority council serving in
the city of Hamtramck.
Some states, like Texas and Illinois, had just a handful of Muslim elected officials. Others have elected Muslims to
national and state office, including Ellison and Omar from Minnesota, and Sam Rasoul, the only Muslim member of the
Virginia General Assembly.
Hassan Sheikh, executive director of the Michigan chapter of Emerge USA, an organization that promotes Muslim
civic engagement, said he expects interest in political office to grow.
"A lot of things motivate people to run for office, but when you hear rhetoric that attacks your community, it lights a
fire for people to get engaged and run for the betterment not just of their own community, but all populations," he said.
New Jersey even got a nod to its involvement at an exhibit on Muslim culture at the Children's Museum of Manhattan,
where a Quran, a tunic, and a gavel owned by Teaneck Mayor Mohammed Hameeduddin are on display. Hameeduddin
first served as Teaneck's mayor from 2010 to 2014 and was elected again in July.
In New Jersey, at many community meetings, Muslim leaders have urged residents to get involved in politics as other
faith and ethnic groups have done in the U.S.
"Islamophobia is a phenomenon that can't be ignored. If people are getting involved, it's out of the desire to serve and
make people familiar with our faith," said Mohamed Khairullah, the mayor of Prospect Park, who has spoken at mosques
and community centers about political involvement.
Some observers say the political attacks on Islam are helping propel them to office. Robert McCaw, director of
government affairs for the Council on American-Islamic Relations, noted that six Muslims were included in the
Democratic Party's platform drafting committee last year.
"Republican mainstreaming of Islamophobia has made it easier for the Democratic Party to support Muslim candidates
just in the vein of oppositional politics," he said.

135

"I think Muslims, not by their own choice, have been thrust to the center of presidential debate," McCaw said. "They've
been given the opportunity by means of opposition politics to assert their rights and run for office."
Akhter, for one, said members of the Passaic County Democratic Committee and people in his community have told
him they are excited about his new role as a freeholder.
"I get a lot of congratulations from people on the street, from a lot of non-Muslims excited to see our community
involved, I think because they are disgusted with what they see on [the] national level," Akhter said. "They feel that
rhetoric won, but that it didn't represent their feelings."
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Trump begins redefining U.S. role in world
Karen DeYoung and Philip Rucker Washington Post
President Trump began this week to reshape the U.S. role in the world, laying the groundwork, in a series of planned and
signed executive actions and statements, for the "America first" foreign policy on which he campaigned.
Already, Trump has mandated construction of a border wall with Mexico and a clampdown on local immigration
enforcement. Other directives drafted but not yet signed would halt all refugee admissions and entry into the
United States of citizens from seven Muslim-majority countries deemed terrorist hotbeds; declare a moratorium
on new multilateral treaties; and mandate audits of U.S. funding for international organizations, including the
United Nations, with a view toward cutting U.S. voluntary contributions by 40 percent.
Additional pending orders, copies of which were obtained by The Washington Post, call for a review of cyber capabilities
and vulnerabilities, in advance of what is expected to be greater use of offensive powers; and direct the Pentagon to
quickly develop plans to reduce spending on items not deemed "highest priority," while ramping up programs to expand
the armed forces and modernize the U.S. nuclear deterrent.
Another draft order under consideration would direct the State Department to review its designations of foreign terrorist
organizations, allowing it to add the Muslim Brotherhood to the list, according to an administration official who was not
authorized to discuss it. The group's status as a legitimate political movement vs. a terrorist group is controversial in the
Middle East. Such a listing would please some, including Egypt and Saudi Arabia, but could anger others, such as Turkey
and Qatar.
Trump could sign some of these orders as early as Friday during a scheduled visit to the Pentagon. The White House
declined to comment on the directives.
If implemented, these initiatives and other steps Trump has previewed will usher in a new era of American foreign policy,
after decades of bipartisan agreement that the United States has a responsibility to spread democracy and stand up for the
oppressed, and that it would prosper when a united, free world prospered.
In the policies Trump has outlined, there are no apparent trade-offs to be made that balance short-term American
advantage with global goals benefiting the United States over the longer term. Instead, as a policy posted on the White
House website on Inauguration Day put it, "The world will be more peaceful and more prosperous with a stronger and
more respected America."
"Every decision on trade, on taxes, on immigration, on foreign affairs will be made to benefit American workers
and American families," Trump said in his inauguration speech. "We must protect our borders from the ravages
of other countries making our products, stealing our companies and destroying our jobs. Protection will lead to
great prosperity and strength."
Trump sees himself as the protector of an American fortress and disrupter of a world that is growing more calamitous
and dangerous by the day. "The world is a total mess," he said Wednesday in an interview with ABC News.
At times, it is difficult to determine whether he is laying down the law or establishing a negotiating position. Having
pushed Mexican President Enrique Peña Nieto into a corner on funding the border wall, the administration indicated
Thursday that it considered Mexico's cancellation of a presidential visit to Washington a mere postponement.
Kori Schake, a former national security official in the George W. Bush administration who opposed Trump's candidacy,
said the executive orders are already causing political damage with U.S. allies. "It's consistent with the way in which
President Trump creates chaos and moves blithely on," she said.

137

The Washington Post
January 27, 2017

President begins a push to change U.S. role in world
Karen DeYoung;Philip Rucker
In orders and statements, Trump is instituting his 'America first' policy
President Trump began this week to reshape the U.S. role in the world, laying the groundwork, in a series of planned and
signed executive actions and statements, for the "America first" foreign policy on which he campaigned.
Already, Trump has mandated construction of a border wall with Mexico and a clampdown on local immigration
enforcement. Other directives drafted but not yet signed would halt all refugee admissions and entry into the
United States of citizens from seven Muslim-majority countries deemed terrorist hotbeds; declare a moratorium
on new multilateral treaties; and mandate audits of U.S. funding for international organizations, including the
United Nations, with a view toward cutting U.S. voluntary contributions by 40 percent.
Additional pending orders, copies of which were obtained by The Washington Post, call for a review of cyber capabilities
and vulnerabilities, in advance of what is expected to be greater use of offensive powers; and direct the Pentagon to
quickly develop plans to reduce spending on items not deemed "highest priority," while ramping up programs to expand
the armed forces and modernize the U.S. nuclear deterrent.
Another draft order under consideration would direct the State Department to review its designations of foreign terrorist
organizations, allowing it to add the Muslim Brotherhood to the list, according to an administration official who was not
authorized to discuss it. The group's status as a legitimate political movement vs. a terrorist group is controversial in the
Middle East. Such a listing would please some, including Egypt and Saudi Arabia, but could anger others, such as Turkey
and Qatar.
Trump could sign some of these orders as early as Friday during a scheduled visit to the Pentagon. The White House
declined to comment on the directives.
If implemented, these initiatives and other steps Trump has previewed will usher in a new era of American foreign policy,
after decades of bipartisan agreement that the United States has a responsibility to spread democracy and stand up for the
oppressed, and that it would prosper when a united, free world prospered.
In the policies Trump has outlined, there are no apparent trade-offs to be made that balance short-term American
advantage with global goals benefiting the United States over the longer term. Instead, as a policy posted on the White
House website on Inauguration Day put it, "The world will be more peaceful and more prosperous with a stronger and
more respected America."
"Every decision on trade, on taxes, on immigration, on foreign affairs will be made to benefit American workers and
American families," Trump said in his inauguration speech. "We must protect our borders from the ravages of
other countries making our products, stealing our companies and destroying our jobs. Protection will lead to great
prosperity and strength."
Trump sees himself as the protector of an American fortress and disrupter of a world that is growing more calamitous and
dangerous by the day. "The world is a total mess," he said Wednesday in an interview with ABC News.
At times, it is difficult to determine whether he is laying down the law or establishing a negotiating position. Having
pushed Mexican President Enrique PeÃ±a Nieto into a corner on funding the border wall, the administration indicated
Thursday that it considered Mexico's cancellation of a presidential visit to Washington a mere postponement.
Kori Schake, a former national security official in the George W. Bush administration who opposed Trump's candidacy,
said the executive orders are already causing political damage with U.S. allies. "It's consistent with the way in which
President Trump creates chaos and moves blithely on," she said.
Many of Trump's ideas are not new, although they draw from a wide political spectrum. Trump's reimagining of a new
21st-century architecture for world order, including a sharp reduction in U.S. participation in international institutions,
has been a rallying cry for conservatives for years.
His words and actions reflect "a view that the status quo that has essentially grown up over the last 70 years costs the U.S.
more than it benefits it," said Richard N. Haass, president of the Council on Foreign Relations and a senior official in the
George H.W. Bush administration. That view, extending from trade policy to traditional alliances, Haass said, "is
fundamentally flawed in its assumption that American involvement and leadership in the world has cost us more than it's
gained us, but that nonetheless appears to be their vision."
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The United Nations, with its welter of sometimes obscure sub-organizations, and the platform it often provides for
criticism of the United States, has been a long-standing target.
Two of the treaties that Trump's proposed executive order makes particular mention of as forcing adherence to "radical
domestic agendas" - the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women and the
Convention on the Rights of the Child - are traditional bull's eyes. Like many other U.N.-generated treaties, they have
never been ratified by the United States.
Trump proposes internal high-level committees to examine multilateral treaties, with a view toward leaving them, as well
as a 40 percent cut in funding for international organizations whose agendas are "contrary to American interests." It is
unclear whether the intent is to cut funds for U.N. activities such as peacekeeping forces and humanitarian programs, as
well as those, already targeted by Trump, that support Palestinians and other groups out of favor with the new
administration.
John B. Bellinger III, who served as legal counsel to both the National Security Council and the State Department in the
George W. Bush administration, said the treaty examination was based on a "false premise ... that the United States has
become party to numerous multilateral treaties that are not in the United States' interest."
There are "many hundreds of multilateral treaties that help Americans every day in concrete ways," he said. Without them,
"Americans could not have our letters delivered in foreign countries; could not fly over foreign countries or drive on
foreign roads using our state driver's licenses; could not have access to a foreign consular official if we are arrested abroad;
could not have our children returned if abducted by a parent; and could not prevent foreign ships from polluting our
waters."
While mandates for building a border wall, boosting immigration law enforcement and barring refugees will take
immediate effect, others buy time by establishing committees and reviews.
The draft Pentagon order begins by stating, "It shall be the policy of the United States to pursue Peace Through Strength."
It directs Defense Secretary James Mattis to produce a National Defense Strategy - something virtually every
administration regularly does - by the beginning of 2018.
There is little apparent controversy in the draft executive order to strengthen cybersecurity, a six-page document that in
tone and substance could have been written by the Obama administration. It calls for no bold initiatives but rather for
review of areas Trump's predecessor had already scrutinized.
One line in the proposed order appeared to signal that the new administration might want to reorganize agencies or boost
legal authorities to better protect the country's civilian government networks and critical infrastructure.
Even as Trump sets direction with executive orders, the White House is trying to exert direct control over policymaking
at federal departments and agencies. Although offices in many departments sit empty as Cabinet nominees await
confirmation, and sub-Cabinet positions are not yet filled, senior advisers have been deployed from the West Wing as
liaisons to some departments, to ensure the work that is being done is in keeping with White House priorities.
Of the suggestion that at least some of Trump's moves so far may be largely symbolic and eventual policies could become
more traditional, Schake said, "Oh my God, that's the hopeful interpretation - that he's trying to take rapid symbolic
gestures that will please his base and that the policy details can get worked out subsequently when he has a Cabinet in
place."
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Muslim refugees would be blocked
By Annie Linskey, Globe Staff

ABSTRACT
Ccritics from across the political spectrum said changes would deliver potent recruiting propaganda points to Islamic
terror groups around the globe.
WASHINGTON -- President Trump is poised to put a harsher and more isolationist stamp on US policy toward
Muslims, with a temporary halt on America's longstanding tradition of welcoming refugees from war torn
countries, and a possible return to torturing terror suspects.
An order that could be signed as early as Thursday would temporarily close down the country's refugee program.
And it would put a 30-day ban on people coming from Syria, Sudan, Somalia, Libya, Yemen, Iran, and Iraq,
according to a draft obtained by the Globe. It would also reduce the number of refugees America accepts to 50,000
from about 100,000 and require federal agencies to come up with a new more stringent way of vetting any
foreigners seeking to live here.
A separate order, also obtained by the Globe, would require top intelligence and military agencies to study reopening
secret CIA prisons overseas called "black sites" and re-initiating an interrogation program that was widely abused during
the Bush administration.
Taken together, the proposals would reverse US policy toward many Muslims.Trump believes strong action is required
to keep America safe, but critics from across the political spectrum said it would sacrifice America's historic open-armed
stance to refugees, while delivering potent recruiting propaganda points to Islamic terror groups around the globe.
Critics also say the new initiatives will make it more difficult to forge the ties with Muslim communities that are needed
to combat terror.
It's an unusually sweeping change given that there hasn't been a specific terror event prompting the new policies. The
Bush-era rules were born out of the sense of emergency that came after the Sept. 11 attacks.
Trump separately offered an endorsement for torture in an interview with ABC's David Muir that was broadcast
Wednesday evening.
"Do I feel it works? Absolutely, I feel it works," Trump said. He added that he would defer to his Cabinet secretaries in
determining whether or not the United States should try to use those methods.
Under current law, torture is prohibited.
On Wednesday, White House spokesman Sean Spicer batted away questions about the possible return to Bush-era
intelligence practices at "black sites." "I have no idea where it came from," he said of the report.
Senator John McCain of Arizona, the 2008 Republican nominee for president and a opponent of torture, offered a firm
warning.
"The president can sign whatever executive orders he likes," said McCain, who was tortured as a POW. "But the law is
the law. We are not bringing back torture in the United States of America."
The policies, if they come to pass, would also make good on a Trump campaign promise to find ways to keep Muslims
out of the country. In December 2015, then candidate Trump issued the following statement: "Donald J. Trump is calling
for a total and complete shutdown of Muslims entering the United States until our country's representatives can figure out
what is going on."
He later clarified that he would impose a temporary ban on people coming from certain countries.
Spicer, on Wednesday, offered broad comments on possible changes to the country's immigration practices.
"The president has spoken extensively about extreme vetting," said Spicer.
He said the president wants to "take the appropriate steps" to be sure immigrants are "coming to this country for all the
right reasons."
The new approach would harken back to immigration policy of the 1950s and 1960s that included country-specific
restrictions, said immigration experts who were scrambling on Wednesday to understand the implications of the orders.
"This is extreme," said Justin Cox, an attorney with the National Immigration Law Center. "It communicates a particular
hostility to Islam."
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He said it's rare for American policy to block all immigrants from a specific country. The draft order specifically includes
a ban on Syrian nationals hoping to come here.
"It's sending a message that we're no longer living up to the values that are carved in our monuments," Cox said.
Cox noted that the vetting for the US refugee program is already extremely stringent, and the people who've passed muster
are among the most vulnerable members of society.
The draft does leave open an option for exceptions on a case-by-case basis, with priority given to those who are religious
minorities and being persecuted due to their faith. This is widely seen as a carve-out for Christian minorities, since the
countries affected by the temporary ban are all mostly Muslim.
Non-US citizens who've recently visited Iraq and Syria would also been barred from entry, according to the draft. That
could have the effect of banning tens of thousands of religious and relief workers from Western countries from coming
to the United States and working here.
The draft order was created to bolster security in the United States, but critics said it is likely to have the exact
opposite effect.
"This is the kind of thing that ISIS uses to attack us and attack our troops overseas," said US Representative Seth
Moulton of Massachusetts, who served four tours of duty as a Marine infantry officer in Iraq.
He accused Trump of putting US troops and citizens at risk "to make a political point."
"That's frightening because he is the commander-in-chief and he is supposed to be keeping us safe," Moulton said.
"If we want to win the war on terror, we need to strengthen our Muslim allies, and the people who want to come to
America are the ones fleeing the terrorists we want to fight, so they are our allies," he said.
Critics also fear that revisiting America's widely discredited secret interrogation policies could have the unintended
consequence of giving other countries an excuse to initiate or expand their own harsh versions of the programs, including
torture of US citizens or allies.
"The reason we reported on the secret prisons and Gitmo is not because it was the worst human rights abuse of all time,"
said John Sifton, the deputy Washington director with Human Rights Watch. "It was the pernicious effect that occurs
when the most powerful country in the world is saying you can do these things. Now every country in the world can say,
'Well the Untied States is doing it so why are you complaining about us?' "
Some in Washington have been comforted by the fact that James Mattis, Trump's new secretary of defense, has said he
does not support the use of torture and could therefore offer strong resistance to the more extreme ideas coming from
1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
But Sifton warned that the White House would be able to circumvent departments easily if Trump chooses to fully
embrace the Bush-era policies toward terror suspects.
"If the White House wants to do something, you can always find a clique within the administration who are willing to do
this stuff," Sifton said. "The White House can just set up some kind of group that does what they want it to do."
These new proposals to limit US engagement with Muslims were being discussed in Washington on the six-year
anniversary of the start of the Tahrir Square protests in Egypt -- a fleeting moment where it looked as though the Muslim
world was tilting toward Western values.
Annie Linskey can be reached at annie.linskey@globe.com Follow her on Twitter @annielinskey.
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Cecil Whig (Elkton, Maryland)
January 26, 2017

Trump orders moves on border wall, 'sanctuary cities'
Jake Owens
WASHINGTON -- President Donald Trump put force behind his central campaign pledge to toughen immigration
enforcement, signing orders Wednesday to start construction of a border wall, expand authority to deport thousands,
increase the number of detention cells and punish cities and states that refuse to cooperate.
Some of the actions could add up to billions of dollars and will require help from a Republican-led Congress friendly
toward Trump's immigration agenda. Others will invite lawsuits from a vast army of opponents. Yet in total, they represent
a major shift in the nation's approach to immigration and an early indication that Trump plans to boldly reshape
government as he promised on the campaign trail.
Trump, in office less than a week, has shown few signs of letting up on his vow to dramatically limit the flow of
people from other nations. In addition to Wednesday's two orders, he is considering a flurry of additional ones
that would temporarily ban all new refugees and narrow the openings for people traveling from Muslimdominated countries.
"A nation without borders is not a nation," Trump said to employees at the Department of Homeland Security.
"Beginning today, the United States of America gets back control of its borders."
The most immediate impact of Trump's actions might be a vast increase in the number of people subject to detention and
deportation. Trump's orders call for an expansion of detention facilities holding asylum seekers and others awaiting
immigration hearings. It would end so-called catch-and-release practices that allow those migrants to remain at large if
there is overcrowding or if they are mothers with children, unaccompanied minors or face a credible fear of persecution
from their home countries.
Trump's orders would also put a greater emphasis on deporting not only those convicted of crimes, but also people in the
country illegally who were charged with crimes not yet adjudicated, those who receive an improper welfare benefit and
even those who have not been charged but are believed to have committed "acts that constitute a chargeable criminal
offense."
"The day is over when they can stay in our country and wreak havoc," Trump said. "We are going to get them
out, and we're going to get them out fast."
Immigration rights groups and politicians representing liberal localities known as sanctuary cities and states vowed
resistance -- in Congress, local legislative bodies and in court -- inviting what is likely to be years of litigation.
"Directing a deportation force to break up immigrant families contributing to our country is not a show of strength," Sen.
Kamala Harris, D-Calif., said. "It damages our communities and erodes local economies."
Harris said Trump had used his first days in office to target the "voiceless and vulnerable."
California alone receives as much as $105 billion a year in federal dollars, though it's unclear how much of that money
would be put in jeopardy as a result of Trump's orders, which give power to the U.S. attorney general and Homeland
Security secretary to withhold grant money. The most likely targets are money for equipment, prisoner detention and
officer training.
Trump scared and angered minorities and others when he opened his campaign by saying Mexicans who came to the
U.S. brought drugs and crime and were rapists.
He echoed some of that explosive language Wednesday: "We are going to get the bad ones out: the criminals and the
drug dealers and gangs and gang members and cartel leaders."
The need for more money to fund Trump's agenda will ensure Congress continues to play a role and could delay
implementing some of his measures, including the hiring of 5,000 more Border Patrol agents, which would bring the total
to 26,000, and 10,000 new immigration officers, tripling their ranks to 15,000.
Others require less money but will help Trump, a strong believer in the power of branding, to send a message. He ordered
the Homeland Security Department to publish a list every week of crimes committed by people in the U.S. illegally, along
with names of police departments that failed to detain them.
In addition to penalizing cities and states that refuse to work with immigration authorities, Trump immediately restored
the Secure Communities program in which immigration officers were notified each time an immigrant who has entered
the country illegally is booked into a local jail.
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Though Congress seems likely to approve spending on agents and holding cells, Trump's border wall -- his signature
campaign promise -- could be a tougher sell. He directed federal workers to start construction, allowing Homeland
Security to redirect about $175 million already set aside for upgrading Border Patrol buildings and adding new equipment.
But a wall all along the 2,000-mile border, which Trump has called for, would cost billions. Trump has said the U.S.
would pay for it, while insisting it would eventually be reimbursed by Mexico. But Mexico says it won't pay for the wall.
"There will be a payment. It will be in a form, perhaps a complicated form," Trump said in an interview with ABC News.
He did not detail how he would force Mexico to pay for the wall, though during the campaign he proposed ending
remittances sent home by Mexicans in the U.S., which make up a large part of Mexico's economy, to pressure its leaders
to negotiate.
Wednesday's announcement likely added discomfort to next week's planned visit from Mexican President Enrique Pena
Nieto, who is under intense pressure at home to repudiate Trump's insistence that his country will pay for a wall. In a
tweet, Pena Nieto said his government informed the White House on Thursday morning that the meeting in Washington,
planned for next Tuesday, is off. The Mexican president's announcement comes after Trump warned him on Twitter early
Thursday morning to stay home and skip the meeting unless Mexico is willing to fund construction of a wall.
A wall will help Mexico crack down on cartels and stop immigrants moving north from Central America, Trump said.
He also promised to help stop cash and guns from flowing south out of the U.S.
Trump is weighing a range of additional activity. They would include stopping admission of Syrian refugees and severe
restrictions on travel from several majority-Muslim countries, matching a campaign promise that was one of his most
divisive.
Additionally, he is considering a reversal of former President Barack Obama's efforts to close the detention facility at
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and the reintroduction of torture techniques and secret overseas prisons designed to strip
protections for terrorism suspects.
The torture techniques, widely considered one of the darkest chapters of the post-Sept. 11 era, were outlawed by
Congress, and a Senate Intelligence Committee report found that they did not work.
Trump argued repeatedly during the campaign that the U.S. had become too "politically correct" to effectively defend
itself.
Trump told ABC News that he would rely on his Cabinet, but has been told by intelligence officials that torture does
work. "The answer was yes, absolutely," he said.
One directive he is reviewing would block all refugees from entering the U.S. for 120 days and restrict admissions
and some visa applicants for people from countries where the U.S. has counterterrorism concerns, not only Syria
but also Iraq, Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan and Yemen.
The draft order temporarily suspends the U.S. refugee program while new vetting procedures are put in place and officials
decide whether refugees from some countries should be blocked permanently from admission. This step would probably
bring an international outcry, given the historic role that the U.S. and other industrialized nations have long held in taking
in victims of war and oppression.
The order goes beyond the Muslim world, however, creating new restrictions on visitors from some of America's closest
allies. It would suspend the visa waiver program -- used by citizens from 38 countries, including most European countries,
Australia, Japan and Chile -- that grants citizens of those countries a 90-day tourist visa after they submit their biographical
information to a screening check. The new policy would require in-person interviews for most citizens from those
countries.
(Times staff writers Lisa Mascaro in Philadelphia and Kate Linthicum in Mexico City contributed to this report.)
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The Houston Chronicle
January 26, 2017

Trump's immigration crackdown begins; DIRECTIVES: Start construction of
wall, penalize 'sanctuary cities' that don't hand over all immigrants to federal
officials for deportation
Kevin Diaz, Mike Ward and Lomi Kriel
HIGHLIGHT: Michael Ciaglo / Houston Chronicle Presidential orders that target immigration include the addition of
5,000 Border Patrol agents. Pablo Martinez Monsivais / Associated Press Trump cited an unprecedented surge of Central
American immigrants coming here for the order. Michael Ciaglo / Houston Chronicle Border Patrol agent Isaac Villegas
soon could have a different view of the Rio Grande into Mexico.
WASHINGTON -Making a start on a central campaign promise, President Donald Trump signed orders Wednesday to
begin construction of a Mexican border wall and crack down on so-called sanctuary cities that do not hand over
immigrants for deportation. The two measures are expected to be part of a broader review of the nation's immigration
system, including a plan to restrict refugees coming into the United States, particularly those from Syria and other majority
Muslim countries. "We're in the middle of a crisis on our southern border," Trump said in a signing ceremony
before Homeland Security workers, citing what he said was an unprecedented surge of immigrants entering the
country illegally from Central America. "A nation without borders is not a nation. Beginning today, the United
States of America gets back control of its border, gets back its borders."
Trump's action was welcomed by Gov. Greg Abbott and other GOP officials in Austin who have pressed for a more robust
federal presence on the border. Trump's orders do not cover the Obama administration's Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals program, known as DACA. White House spokesman Sean Spicer said the administration still is going to "work
through" any changes to the initiative, which gives temporary protection to immigrants who were brought into the country
unlawfully as children. Questions about the status of hundreds of thousands of so-called "Dreamers" who have signed up
for the program have become a major focus of immigration activists. Though Trump promised to reverse the program
during the campaign, the White House has shown signs of rethinking that pledge. Instead, the administration has signaled
that Trump's priority, much like former President Barack Obama's, is not to target children, but, rather, criminals and
those with suspected terrorist ties. Critics say that reneging on those who already have come forward and registered under
the program could pose a significant legal and moral quandary for the government. "The president understands the
magnitude of the problem," Spicer said. "But he's going to work through it with his team in a very humane way, to
make sure that he respects the situation that many of these children are in." It also is unclear how the Trump administration
plans to define sanctuary cities, which is not a legal term and has a variety of meanings. Houston long has sought to shed
what it argues is an inaccurate label as a sanctuary city because it blocks police officers from inquiring about immigration
status, a common practice among law enforcement agencies. The Center for Immigration Studies, a group that promotes
low immigration, lists about 300 jurisdictions identified by federal immigration agencies as having policies that obstruct
immigration enforcement. In Texas, only Dallas and Austin make the list. Texas deaths cited Trump's attack on sanctuary
cities echoes Abbott's standoff with Travis County Sheriff Sally Hernandez, a Democrat who has said she no longer will
honor detainer requests from federal immigration officials. The governor, a Republican, has threatened to cut off some
state grants over the issue, and on Wednesday said he wants to remove her from office if she sticks with the policy. It
remains unclear how the administration plans to ensure the cooperation of local law enforcement, though Spicer said that
retired Marine Gen. John Kelly, who was sworn in Wednesday as Secretary of Homeland Security, will look at various
federal funding streams to uncooperative local jurisdictions and "figure out how they can be cut off." Houston Republican
John Culberson, who heads the House Appropriations panel on commerce, justice and science, has said that action could
be taken immediately against 10 jurisdictions certified under Obama's Justice Department as not complying with federal
requirements for information sharing with the Immigration and Naturalization Service. None are in Texas. Civil rights
groups and immigration activists denounced Trump's executive orders. "Rather than provide real solutions, President
Trump has decided to trigger greater chaos and fear, set in motion a mass deportation force, bully cities that refuse to
indiscriminately persecute immigrant communities, and waste billions on a wall," said Janet Murguía, president and CEO
of the National Council of La Raza, the nation's largest Hispanic advocacy organization. "None of these actions will fix
anything, but will devastate our economy and the social fabric of our country." As part of the new orders targeting
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immigrants in the country illegally, the White House plans to add 5,000 new border agents, triple the number of
immigration and customs officers, and create more detention space along the border to hold immigrants while they
undergo deportation proceedings. "Federal agencies are going to unapologetically enforce the law, no ifs, ands or buts,"
Spicer said. In his announcement, Trump called out the parents of five people who lost their lives to non-citizens, including
Felicia Ruiz, of Humble, and Joshua Wilkerson, of Pearland. Ruiz, 17, was stabbed to death in 1999 by Houston gang
members, including one who fled to Venezuela. Wilkerson,18, was tortured and killed in 2010 at the hands of an
immigrant brought to the U.S. illegally as a child. His mother, Laura Wilkerson, has testified in Congress against sanctuary
cities. Wall details sketchy The White House also doubled down on its tough campaign rhetoric about a border wall to be
paid for by Mexico. "It's a common sense, first step to really securing our porous border," Spicer said. "This will stem the
flow of drugs, crime and illegal immigrants into the United States and, yes, one way or another, as the president has said
before, Mexico will pay for it." Details of the Trump's wall plan remain sketchy, though the White House indicated that
progress could be made by redirecting existing federal dollars authorized under a 2006 law to build some 700 miles of
fencing for an estimated $1.2 billion. Current cost estimates of a wall stretching from the Gulf to the Pacific run many
multiples higher than that, at least into the tens of billions. Though some Republicans in Congress have suggested that
Trump could deliver on his campaign promise simply by reinforcing the border with better technology, surveillance, and
other means, Spicer specifically noted Wednesday that the administration contemplates "a large, physical barrier." House
Homeland Security Chairman Michael McCaul, R-Austin, a Trump campaign adviser, suggested that American taxpayers
likely will bear the "down payment" for construction costs. The Republican-led Congress, however, will continue to look
for ideas to shift the burden south of the border. Among the proposals McCaul has floated are new border crossing charges
and fees on visa applications, as well as special levies on cash remittances that immigrants send back to their home
countries. Lawmakers from the Rio Grande Valley to El Paso have opposed new costs for cross-border travel, which they
say is the lifeblood of their local economies. Former Hidalgo County Judge J.D. Salinas, chairman of the Texas Border
Coalition, a group of border mayors and other local officials, called instead for "a strategic investment in the border itself,"
including more immigration judges to handle the current backlog of more than a half-million cases. Some also have raised
constitutional and moral objections about tapping into the earnings of immigrants who send money to their families.
Houston Democrat Gene Green expressed skepticism about the willingness of either U.S. Congress or Mexico to pony up
funds for Trump's wall. "Not all them (Republicans) are supportive of that, so there's still a funding issue," he said. "This
does get the ball rolling, so to speak, but it's not going to happen overnight." He also called the idea of Mexican cooperation
unrealistic. Kevin.Diaz@Chron.com mike.ward@chron.com lomi.kriel@chron.com
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The Brown Daily Herald: Brown University
January 25, 2017

Beyond 140 characters
On Jan. 20, 2017, President Donald Trump was sworn in, marking the first of the 1,462 days that the United States
will be governed by a man who referred to journalists as being "among the most dishonest human beings on earth."
This statement, while mild in comparison to the deplorable remarks Trump has made against immigrants,
Muslims, women and many others, represents one of the primary challenges media organizations face today distrust in news organizations as institutions.
Trump is not alone in this sentiment. A September 2016 Gallup poll showed that trust in mass media has hit a historic
low. Only 32 percent of Americans surveyed in the poll indicated they have a "great deal" or "fair amount" of trust in
mass media.
As leaders of a staff of student editors and reporters - many of whom are working to become professional journalists or
writers - this distrust can be disheartening. Our staff members spend many hours researching, interviewing, fact-checking
and copy-editing to make sure we put out an informative paper five times per week. Yet many people, including Trump,
turn away from engaging with news outlets and instead turn toward places like Twitter, where complex ideas must be
condensed to 140 characters or fewer.
Acknowledging this distrust that exists, we hope to build your confidence in The Herald through the reporting we put
forth. This year, our goals as a new editorial board are two-fold: First, challenge ourselves to do better as a platform for
engagement. Second, challenge you, our readers and community, to help us do better.
We aim to publish nuanced and well-reported stories that feature a wide variety of voices, including historically
marginalized voices that may be particularly vulnerable under the Trump administration. Our opinions section should
represent the diverse range of opinions at Brown, and we affirm that challenging someone's ideas does not necessitate
attacking the person himself. We aim to uphold standards that require our writers to think beyond simple preconceptions.
We acknowledge the privilege that comes with serving as a platform for our community's ideas and do not take this
responsibility lightly. We will continue to put in those hours of research, transcribing, writing and editing every day. In
an effort to be more transparent as an organization, we will also continue to outline our goals and perspectives through
future editorials throughout this semester.
In parallel, we emphasize The Herald's power to ignite conversations within the Brown community. The voices in our
paper include students, administrators, alums and other community members who can and should communicate through
The Herald. Talk to our reporters, write us an op-ed or letter to the editor or join our staff if you're a student - become a
part of the conversation. Now, more than ever, no one can afford to be silent.
Editorials are written by The Herald's editorial board: Lauren Aratani '18, Kate Talerico '18, Matthew Brownsword '18
and Rebecca Ellis '18. Send comments to editorials@browndailyherald.com Share on Facebook Share on Twitter
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Islamic Center of Davis victim of hate crime
Samantha Solomon - city@theaggie.org
Local Masjid had broken windows, slices of bacon on door
The Islamic Center of Davis was the victim of vandalism early on the morning of Jan. 22, the suspect of which
appears in a surveillance video as a female with long hair. Windows of the Masjid were broken and bacon was put
on door handles in an attempt to offend the sensibilities of the Muslim community (Muslims are prohibited from
eating pork).
"I think it's really important to recognize that what is happening is kind of a surprise to all of us," said Nida Ahmed, the
internal vice president of the Muslim Student Association of UC Davis. "We just kind of woke up to this news that our
Masjid, or our mosque, had been vandalized."
This incident, now being treated as a hate crime, comes in the wake of controversy surrounding an event hosted by the
Davis College Republicans , featuring Milo Yiannopoulos of Breitbart News. Yiannopoulos has been called a
spokesperson for the "alt-right", and his invitation to speak at UC Davis caused immediate outcry and protest, resulting
in the cancellation of the event.
The crime also came just two days after the inauguration of President Donald Trump, who has advocated for the "extreme
vetting" of Muslim persons.
The two events coinciding with this most recent hate crime have been the subject of discussion amongst those affected
by the crime and their allies. However, members of the mosque have expressed their desire to continue to participate with
Davis in spreading a message of tolerance.
"Whenever something like this happens we're always taken aback," Nida said. "But I think something that we're going to
do to move forward is to engage with our communities. We're going to make sure that they know that we're here [...] and
that we are a part of this community."
The Sacramento Valley chapter of the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR-SV) issued a statement calling on
state and federal law enforcement. The organization is offering a monetary reward for any information that leads to the
arrest of the perpetrator.
"We ask state law enforcement authorities and the FBI to investigate the apparent bias motive for this vandalism and to
bring the perpetrator to justice," said Basim Elkarra, the executive director of CAIR-SV in a press release. "The swift
apprehension and punishment of those responsible for this act of religious intimidation will send the message that the
growing Islamophobia we are witnessing in our nation will not be tolerated or ignored."
In a message to the community, Interim Chancellor Ralph Hexter, Mayor Robb Davis and Adela de la Torre, vice
chancellor for student affairs and campus diversity extended their sympathy to those who were affected by the crime.
"We want to express the disgust, outrage, and sadness we feel over this incident. We know that it has caused, and continues
to cause, great distress and fear among members of the Muslim communities at UC Davis and in the City of Davis," the
message said.
In an effort to mend the damage inflicted on the Islamic Center, a LaunchGood funding campaign was started on Jan. 22
to raise money for repairs. The project has since raised almost 20,000 dollars, more than twice the initial goal amount, in
less than 48 hours.
In collaboration with ASUCD, the Muslim Student Association is hosting a lecture series, "The Davis Muslim," "to spread
awareness about Islam on campus, in light of recent historical events"
"Even though this incident has happened, we've seen an outpour of love," Nida said.
Donate to the campaign, or learn more about the Islamic Center of Davis on its website.
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The New York Times
January 25, 2017

Trump Will Order Wall and Curtail Immigration
By JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS, DAVID E. SANGER and MAGGIE HABERMAN

WASHINGTON -- President Trump on Wednesday will order the construction of a Mexican border wall -- the
first in a series of actions this week to crack down on immigrants and bolster national security, including slashing
the number of refugees who can resettle in the United States and blocking Syrians and others from ''terror prone''
nations from entering, at least temporarily.
The orders are among an array of national security directives Mr. Trump is considering issuing in the coming
days, according to people who have seen the orders. They include reviewing whether to resume the once-secret
''black site'' detention program; keep open the prison at Guantánamo Bay; and designate the Muslim Brotherhood
a terrorist organization.
According to a draft, the order on detention policies would start a review of ''whether to reinstate the program of
interrogation of high-value alien terrorists to be operated outside the United States, and whether such a program should
include the use of detention facilities operated by the C.I.A.'' But one section of the draft would require that ''no person in
the custody of the United States shall at any time be subjected to torture, or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment, as describe by U.S. or international law.''
The proposed orders could lead to sweeping and controversial changes in the way the United States conducts itself at
home and around the globe in the name of security, potentially leading to the reinstatement of policies that have been
repudiated by much of the world.
''Big day planned on NATIONAL SECURITY tomorrow,'' Mr. Trump wrote on Twitter on Tuesday night.
''Among many other things, we will build the wall!''
Big day planned on NATIONAL SECURITY tomorrow. Among many other things, we will build the wall! -- Donald
J. Trump (@realDonaldTrump) January 25, 2017
Mr. Trump will sign the executive order for the wall during an appearance at the Department of Homeland Security on
Wednesday, as Mexico's foreign minister, Luis Videgaray, arrives in Washington to prepare for the visit of President
Enrique Peña Nieto of Mexico. Mr. Peña Nieto will be among the first foreign leaders to meet the new president at the
end of the month.
The border wall was a signature promise of Mr. Trump's campaign, during which he argued it is vital to gaining control
over the illegal flow of immigrants into the United States.
Mr. Trump is also expected to target legal immigrants as early as this week, White House officials said, by halting a
decades-old program that grants refuge to the world's most vulnerable people as he begins the process of drastically
curtailing it and enhancing screening procedures.
In the draft of a separate executive order now being circulated inside the administration, Mr. Trump would examine the
question of whether the Central Intelligence Agency should reopen its so-called black sites, secret interrogation and
detention centers that it operated overseas. Former President Barack Obama ordered the closings of all in the first week
of his presidency in 2009.
The black sites were a highly classified program, so their mention in an executive order would be highly unusual.
The draft of a second executive order would also order a review of the Army Field Manual to determine whether to use
certain enhanced interrogation techniques.
Another executive order under consideration would direct the secretary of state to determine whether to designate the
Muslim Brotherhood a foreign terrorist organization. That designation has been sought by Egypt and the United Arab
Emirates.
The refugee policy under consideration would halt admissions from Syria and suspend it from other majority-Muslim
nations until the administration can study how to properly vet them. This would pave the way for the administration to
slash the number of displaced people who can be resettled on American soil, and would effectively bar the entry of people
from Muslim countries -- including Afghanistan, Iraq, Somalia and Syria -- at least for some time.
The plan is in line with a ban on Muslim immigrants that Mr. Trump proposed during his campaign, arguing that such a
step was warranted given concerns about terrorism. He later said he wanted to impose ''extreme vetting'' of refugees from
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Syria and other countries where terrorism was rampant, although the Obama administration had already instituted strict
screening procedures for Syrian refugees that were designed to weed out anyone who posed a danger.
The expected actions drew strong criticism from immigrant advocates and human rights groups, which called them
discriminatory moves that rejected the American tradition of welcoming immigrants of all backgrounds.
''To think that Trump's first 100 days are going to be marked by this very shameful shutting of our doors to everybody
who is seeking refuge in this country is very concerning,'' said Marielena Hincapié, the executive director of the National
Immigration Law Center. ''Everything points to this being simply a backdoor Muslim ban.''
For Mr. Trump, whose raucous campaign rallies frequently featured chants of ''build the wall,'' the directive to fortify
the border was not unexpected, although it may not be enough by itself to accomplish the task. Congress would need to
approve any new funding necessary to build the wall, which Mr. Trump has insisted Mexico will finance, despite its
leaders' protestations to the contrary. The order would shift already appropriated federal funds to the wall's construction,
but it was unclear where the money would come from.
The Government Accountability Office has estimated that it could cost $6.5 million per mile to build a single-layer
fence, and an additional $4.2 million per mile for roads and more fencing, according to congressional officials. Those
estimates do not include maintenance of the fence along the nearly 2,000-mile border with Mexico. Representative Nancy
Pelosi of California, the Democratic leader, said she thought even Republicans might balk at spending what she said could
be $14 billion on a wall.
Mr. Trump has said immigration will be on the agenda when he meets with Mr. Peña Nieto.
The order to build the wall is likely to complicate the visit of Mr. Videgaray, who has a history with Mr. Trump. It was
Mr. Videgaray, then Mexico's finance minister, who orchestrated Mr. Trump's visit to Mexico before the election, a move
seen by many Mexicans as tantamount to treason. He was forced to resign because of the fallout, but his reputation was
restored after Mr. Trump's victory, and he was given the job of foreign minister, in part to capitalize on his relationship
with the new American leader.
It is unclear whether Mexican officials were informed of Mr. Trump's decision to sign the executive order during Mr.
Videgaray's visit.
Mr. Trump's refugee directive is expected to target a program the Obama administration expanded last year in response
to a global refugee crisis, fueled in large part by a large flow of Syrians fleeing their country's civil war. Mr. Obama
increased the overall number of refugees to be resettled in the United States to 85,000 and ordered that 10,000 of the slots
be reserved for Syrians. He set the number of refugees to be resettled this year at 110,000, more than double the 50,000
Mr. Trump is now considering.
By the end of last month, more than 25,000 refugees had been resettled, according to State Department figures, meaning
the plan Mr. Trump is considering would admit only 25,000 more by the end of September.
Follow The New York Times's politics and Washington coverage on Facebook and Twitter, and sign up for the First
Draft politics newsletter.
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Islamic Center of Davis vandalized; Destruction probed as hate crime; town
rallies with 'Statement of Love'; Islamic Center of Davis vandalized; incident
probed as hate crime
By Sarah Ravani
Omar Abdel-Ghaffar was jolted from sleep early Sunday by calls and texts that the local mosque in Davis, directly
across from the University of California campus, had been vandalized.
The windows at the Islamic Center of Davis had been shattered. Bacon had been wrapped around the door handles
of the main entryway - a sign of disrespect, as pork is forbidden in Islam. Bike tires were slashed.
"This is where we grew up," said Abdel-Ghaffar, born and raised in Davis and a fourth-year UC Davis student. "To see
that anger. All of those cracks, the shattered glass. The sheer anger was really scary."
The vandalism comes less than two months after the Islamic Center of Davis received an alarming letter that was
sent to other Islamic centers nationwide threatening that then-President-elect Donald Trump was "going to cleanse
America and make it shine again" and will "do to you Muslims what Hitler did to the Jews."
Some people who attend the mosque fear that the election of Trump, who during his incendiary campaign pledged to ban
Muslims from coming into the country, has increased Islamophobia across the nation and that even towns with liberal
reputations like Davis are not immune.
"Davis is a town where we love our farmers' markets. We are liberal. As long as a cause fits a certain mold, we will
champion it in Davis," said Hassan Shabbir, 30, who has been attending services at the mosque since he was a child.
But a day after the mosque was vandalized, Shabbir said he got a taste of the hate that has invaded his community.
He said he was standing outside the mosque on Monday with his uncle assessing the damage when someone drove
by and yelled, "Trump will kill you all!"
"Literally, the day after someone broke all of our windows" at the mosque, said Shabbir. "What the hell is going
on? This is Davis."
The Davis Police Department is investigating the vandalism as a hate crime, with the help of the FBI, said Lt. Thomas
Waltz of the Davis Police Department.
Surveillance footage showed the vandal casually walking up to the Islamic Center of Davis' doors on the 500 block of
Russell Boulevard about 3:45 a.m. Sunday. She draped uncooked bacon over the handles, broke six windowpanes and
knifed the tires of three bicycles in the mosque parking lot. The suspect, who police said is 25 to 35 years old, was
unrecognizable to those affiliated with the mosque.
The Council on American-Islamic Relations has issued a $1,000 reward for information that could lead to the
identification and arrest of the vandal.
"We want to send a message that any attack against a house of worship will be responded to in this manner," said Basim
Elkarra, the executive director of CAIR-Sacramento Valley, adding that the last time the organization issued a reward for
a hate crime in the region was in 2011, when two Sikh men were shot in nearby Elk Grove.
Davis, a college town that prides itself on its reputation of tolerance, has now had three hate crimes in 2017. The previous
two hate crimes included a racial slur directed toward African Americans painted on one of the picnic tables in a park and
a case that involved vandalism to a Black Lives Matter plaque on a school campus.
The vandalism at the mosque shocked many in Davis and prompted an outpouring of support from strangers with
donations, flowers and messages of compassion sent to the mosque, including one from the mayor of the city, Robb Davis.
"First, this is the act of a coward," Davis, the mayor, said in a statement to The Chronicle. "We should all feel pity for a
person so emotionally stunted that they stoop to this action, which is designed only to hurt and scar. Second, our Muslim
brothers and sisters are part of the fabric of our community and we will never abandon them - ever."
A "Statement of Love" event is being held during the Friday afternoon prayer at the mosque for the community to show
solidarity with members of mosque.
Ammar Shahin, the imam of the center, said he was stunned by the recent uptick in hate crimes in Davis, a town he
described as being the "quietest area."
"We almost had no problem with anybody around us," Shahin said. "It's very rare to have something like this happen in
Davis, and it's very scary, too."
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While the current political climate is being blamed by some for contributing to the rise in hate crimes, Abdel-Ghaffar said
it's not as easy as just pinning it on the election of the new president.
"In reality there has been Islamophobia before Trump and before 9/11. Because Davis is a university town, there are
plenty of very well-read and intellectual people. And I think oftentimes, intellectuals manage to veil their bigotry. Not
just from others, but also from themselves," said Abdel-Ghaffar, who is also the external vice president of the Muslim
Student Association at UC Davis.
In light of the recent events, Abdel-Ghaffar said he's emboldened to take action, even in a place like Davis where the
community seems accepting on the surface.
To Abdel-Ghaffar, simply refusing to engage with someone who makes anti-Muslim comments doesn't address the
problem. He's working with the UC Davis administration and other interfaith groups to develop a workshop for
community members and faculty that will equip them with the tools to facilitate conversations around Islam.
"We have to reach out to other communities and give our allies the tools they need to combat Islamophobia in their
circles," Abdel-Ghaffar said. "When our allies hear something Islamophobic, they don't want to engage with it, but you
have to engage with it and shatter these perceptions that people have."
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Winona Daily News (Minnesota)
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Trump briefs
Staff Writer
Trump to stop refugee processing for Syrians: A draft executive order obtained by The Associated Press shows
that President Donald Trump intends to stop accepting Syrian refugees and will suspend the United States' broader
refugee program for 120 days. The president also plans to suspend issuing visas for people from Iran, Iraq, Libya,
Somalia, Sudan, Syria or Yemen for at least 30 days, according to the draft. All are predominantly Muslim
countries. Trump is expected to sign the order this week. It is not clear whether the draft will be revised before
then.
EPA science under scrutiny by Trump political staff: WASHINGTON -- The Trump administration is mandating that any
studies or data from scientists at the Environmental Protection Agency undergo review by political appointees before they
can be released to the public. The communications director for President Donald Trump's transition team at EPA, Doug
Ericksen, said Wednesday the review also extends to content on the federal agency's website, including details of scientific
evidence showing that the Earth's climate is warming and man-made carbon emissions are to blame. Former EPA staffers
said Wednesday the restrictions imposed under Trump far exceed the practices of past administrations. Asked specifically
about scientific data collected by agency scientists, such as routine monitoring of air and water pollution, Ericksen
responded, "Everything is subject to review."
Trump announces 'major' voter fraud investigation: WASHINGTON -- President Donald Trump tweeted early
Wednesday that he is ordering a "major investigation" into voter fraud, revisiting unsubstantiated claims he's made
repeatedly about a rigged voting system. The investigation, he said, will look at those registered to vote in more than one
state, "those who are illegal and ... even, those registered to vote who are dead (and many for a long time)." Depending
on results, Trump tweeted, "we will strengthen up voting procedures!" Trump has been fixated on his loss of the popular
vote in the election and a concern that the legitimacy of his presidency is being challenged by Democrats and the media,
aides and associates say. Secretaries of state across the country have dismissed Trump's voter fraud claims as baseless.
Trump warns he's ready to 'send in the Feds' to Chicago: CHICAGO -- President Donald Trump says he's ready to "send
in the Feds" if Chicago can't reduce its homicide problem, and the city's police superintendent says he is "more than
willing" to work with the federal government to combat the violence. Trump tweeted Tuesday night: "If Chicago doesn't
fix the horrible 'carnage' going on, 228 shootings in 2017 with 42 killings (up 24% from 2016), I will send in the Feds!"
Trump offered no details on what federal intervention would look like, though many of the conceivable options would
pose practical and constitutional obstacles. In response to the president's tweet, Police Superintendent Eddie Johnson
reiterated that the city is receptive to assistance from the Department of Justice, the FBI, the Drug Enforcement
Administration and the Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms. He also repeated that city officials have sought a "boost"
in federal prosecution rates for gun crimes in Chicago since homicide figures spiked.
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Meeting Muslims might dispel fears born of ignorance
By, Johnna Malici
A lot of people wish I wouldn't live here. As a principal and teacher at As-Sabeel Academy, an Islamic school here in
Greenville, this is my reality. And while I struggle with it, I try to prepare our students to contribute to the good of
America. It's sometimes hard to live in America, to love its ideals, all while realizing that many of your fellow compatriots
don't love you back.
I was raised in America's heartland - Kansas - but now, wearing a hijab, I am called a "sand n-----" in supermarket
parking lots. On a field trip to see a performance, our students were taunted: "Are we gonna die today? I hope they don't
have a bomb?" Our girls' hijabs were pulled throughout the performance, they told us only later, tears rolling down their
cheeks. Muslims across the country can tell you stories like these.
One thing that has given me comfort is the belief that if only people knew me, things would different. But, most Americans
don't know Muslims. According to a Georgetown University survey roughly 6 out of 10 Americans report not knowing a
single Muslim personally, and even more have never had a conversation with a Muslim. Among older Americans, this
trend is amplified. Only 25 percent of Americans 65 or older know a Muslim.
It would be good if not knowing a Muslim resulted in ambivalence. It doesn't. It results in dislike. When people are asked
about their feelings towards different religious groups, Muslims are ranked the lowest. Although Islam shares so much in
common with other Abrahamic faiths, two-thirds of Americans see it as "very different." Muslims have become the
thoroughly negativized other.
So, I, like many American Muslims, have been looking for ways to thwart the problem of not knowing a Muslim. I, along
with other Muslim women, organized "Meet Your Muslim Neighbor" events. These bring people in touch with their
Muslim neighbors so that they see we're real people. We invited religious leaders and their congregations, educators,
students, politicians, and just regular people. They loved meeting us.
We began the evening by serving traditional foods. Our guests got to meet several of us, like a physician with a passion
for providing healthcare to low-income patients. Like a special education teacher working in a high-poverty school. Like
a physical therapist who leads study groups at the mosque and loves fishing. Through these encounters, people went from
being tentative to open, from being fearful to friendly.
The entire experience reminded me of a verse in the Qur'an where God explains that He could have made us all alike.
Yet, instead, He made us into different "nations and tribes" (races, ethnicities, religions, etc.). The purpose, God explains,
is so that people of difference would come to know one another and vie with each other for goodness.
My experiences are supported by research. According to Brookings Institution research, "Majorities of those who know
some Muslims ... have favorable views of Muslims." The biggest enemy to hate and fear is personal encounters. It becomes
harder to dislike someone when you are together, sharing a Turkish baklava and an Arabic coffee.
As more Americans come to know Muslims, they will learn many things. Like, we are very well educated - in America,
only Jews have a higher level of educational attainment. Like, American Muslim women hold more college/post-graduate
degrees than their male counterparts. Like, nearly 6,000 are currently serving in the U.S. military.
Learning such facts won't change the hate and fear in America. Hate and fear reside not in the brain, but in the heart, and
the heart is changed through relationships, not data. So, there's more work for us Muslims. We need to overcome our own
fears and have open houses at our mosques, have more "Meet Your Muslim Neighbor" events, participate more in civic
organizations. To Muslims who have remained confined to their own communities, this is my charge to you this year.
There are also things non-Muslims can do. Begin with small things, like an affirming smile when you see us. It'd be more
meaningful than you could imagine. You could also visit a Friday prayer at the mosque or come to an event at the Islamic
Center. This is my charge to you this year. It probably wasn't among your New Year's resolutions, but it should be, for
the good of America.
Guest Columnist
Johnna Malici is a principal and teacher at As-Sabeel Academy. She can be contacted at jmalici@sabeelacademy.com
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Acting attorney general canned; Trump reacts to Yates' move against his
immigration order
By Mark Berman and Matt Zapotosky, The Washington Post; Associated Press contributed.
President Donald Trump fired Acting Attorney General Sally Yates Monday night, after Yates ordered Justice
Department lawyers Monday not to defend his immigration order temporarily banning entry into the United States
for citizens of seven Muslim-majority countries and refugees from around the world.
In a press release, the White House said Yates had "betrayed the Department of Justice by refusing to enforce a legal
order designed to protect the citizens of the United States."
The White House named Dana Boente, U.S. attorney for the Eastern District of Virginia, as acting attorney general.
Boente late Monday directed the Justice Department to defend Trump's order.
Earlier Monday, Yates ordered the Justice Department not to defend Trump's immigration order temporarily banning
entry into the U.S. for citizens of seven Muslim-majority countries and refugees from around the world, declaring in a
memo that she was not convinced the order is lawful.
Yates wrote that she must ensure that the department's position is "legally defensible" and "consistent with this institution's
solemn obligation to always seek justice and stand for what is right."
"At present, I am not convinced that the defense of the Executive Order is consistent with these responsibilities nor am I
convinced that the Executive Order is lawful," Yates wrote.
Yates was a holdover from the Obama administration, yet the move marked a stunning dissent to the president's directive
from someone who would be on the front lines of implementing it.
In addition, Yates was the only person in the department currently authorized to sign wiretapping warrants in foreign
espionage cases involving the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court.
Only a person confirmed by the Senate for one of three top Justice Department positions can legally perform that job,
Justice Department officials said. Her departure could create a hole in the government's ability to pursue important
national security cases, at least until Trump nominee Sen. Jeff Sessions is sworn into office.
Sessions, R-Ala., could be confirmed as early as Thursday or Friday. The Senate Judiciary Committee is scheduled to
consider his nomination Tuesday, and the entire Senate must wait one day before voting.
A spokeswoman for Sessions declined to comment. A White House spokeswoman did not immediately return an email
seeking comment.
Also Monday, Trump appointed Thomas Homan as the new acting director of U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement, Homeland Security Secretary John Kelly said in a statement.
A spokeswoman for the Department of Homeland Security said that Daniel Ragsdale, the acting director, will continue to
serve as the deputy director of ICE.
The move was announced not long after Trump fired Yates.
Meanwhile, Trump continued on Monday to adamantly defend his order, despite mounting criticism, legal challenges and
questions that stretched from Capitol Hill to the United Nations.
Trump's order has sparked protests from coast to coast in cities and airports, court cases challenging its constitutionality,
unease in cities worldwide and a host of questions about the limits of its scope.
The ban's impact continued to reverberate around the world. The United Nations said that some 20,000 refugees could be
affected by the 120-day suspension of refugee admission.
Lawyers sought to confirm how many people remain in custody in the U.S., while a lawsuit argued that dozens of people
may have been forced to give up their green cards by Customs and Border Protection agents.
Lee Gelernt, deputy director of the ACLU's Immigrants' Rights Project, said the situation at airports remains "chaotic and
fluid." Lawyers are "having trouble independently verifying anything because the government will not provide full access
to all the detainees," he said.
Gelernt said that by Monday afternoon, no list of detainees had been turned over, adding that the ACLU could be back in
court within a day to get the list.
Green card holders from the seven majority-Muslim countries listed in Trump's ban -- Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan,
Syria and Yemen -- are still being subjected to uncommon levels of scrutiny upon arrival at O'Hare International Airport.
The National Immigration Justice Center, along with the Chicago chapter of the American Immigration Lawyers
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Association, issued an advisory Monday telling U.S. residents from those targeted countries to expect hours-long
questioning at the airport and that their phones, email and social media accounts may be checked.
About 15 of the 40 to 50 travelers subject to further questioning at O'Hare had not cleared customs as of Monday evening,
attorneys said. Of the 15, eight were Iraqis on a flight from Jordan, according to passengers who spoke with the lawyers
at O'Hare.
On Monday, in what could be the first volley in an intense legal battle, Bob Ferguson, Washington state's attorney general,
said he plans to file a federal lawsuit seeking an immediate halt to the order's implementation.
White House officials have played down the anger and chaos over the order, holding a briefing with reporters Sunday
evening to argue that the rollout was "a massive success story."
On Monday, White House press secretary Sean Spicer defended the ban and its implementation.
"You don't know when the next attack's coming," he said. "And so the best you can do is to get ahead of it because if you
wait, you're going to be reacting. And what I think I want to be clear on is the president's not going wait."
The House Judiciary Committee is confirming that committee staff worked with Trump administration officials as they
drafted an executive order temporarily halting the nation's refugee program.
A committee aide says some committee staff offered policy expertise to the Trump transition team about immigration
law, but emphasizes that the Trump administration is responsible for final policy decisions, rollout and implementation.
The work by the committee staffers took place without the knowledge of House GOP leaders, who had no involvement
in writing the order and little awareness of its contents.
Defense Secretary James Mattis and Homeland Security Secretary Kelly fumed privately to associates over the weekend
because they had been caught unaware by a travel ban that was drafted and set into action largely in secret by the White
House, according to three people who have spoken with them.
In his now-customary morning tweets, Trump blamed others for the disorganized implementation and sought to minimize
its impact on travelers.
Trump said that "big problems at airports" were caused by the demonstrators themselves, Delta Air Lines' technical
problems that forced the cancellation of about 150 flights -- which occurred about 48 hours after the immigration order
was signed -- and Senate Minority Leader Charles Schumer, D-N.Y., who teared up while discussing the ban.
"Only 109 people out of 325,000 were detained and held for questioning," Trump tweeted. "Big problems at airports were
caused by Delta computer outage. ... protesters and the tears of Senator Schumer."
On Capitol Hill, Democrats sought to capitalize on the growing public outcry and said they were hoping to pass legislation
rescinding the ban. Some Republicans have also spoken out against the ban, including Sens. Lindsey Graham, S.C., and
John McCain, Ariz., top defense hawks who issued a joint statement bluntly worrying that the order could "become a selfinflicted wound in the fight against terrorism."
Criticism also emerged in other quarters. State Department diplomats have been circulating a document objecting to
Trump's order since he announced it Friday.
Also, Trump is considering an executive order that would target some immigrants for deportation if they become
dependent on government assistance.
The Associated Press has obtained a copy of the draft order that calls for the identification and removal "as expeditiously
as possible" of any legal immigrant who relies on certain kinds of public welfare benefits. The order, if signed, would
also focus the government's efforts on blocking immigrants who are likely to become reliant on government benefits.
Immigrants already must prove financial independence before they are allowed into the United States. ct17 0085 170131
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What does it mean to be a good Muslim? Religion Diplomat Omar Saif Ghobash
hopes his sons keep an open mind and question everything
I have two sons. My elder son, Saif, was born in 2000 and my younger son, Abdullah, in 2004. Their presence in my life
has provided me with a framework for living. If I thought I had purpose as a bachelor, I discovered much greater purpose
and meaning through my children, and with my wife. Whereas life as a bachelor meant looking out for myself, starting a
family brought a sense of balance and responsibility that I could not have imagined.
The responsibilities that come with building a family enable you to take a step back and see that the world consists of
other people with greater claims on your energy and time than yourself. Their existence provides the ground for my
actions in the world. I feel an infinite obligation toward my children, who are still dependent on me and their mother for
guidance and protection. I used to think that ideas and attitudes were something of interest but of no great importance.
Matters would resolve themselves; things would work out.
Now that I have children, I see the world through a broader lens. Now what happens in the world matters very much. And
whose ideas dominate matters. In coming to this realisation, I also recognised that the obligation of care and protection
that I owe my children extends further. It extends more generally toward those of us who do not have the means to control
their lives or who depend on others for the structure of our communities and societies.
I am the ambassador of the United Arab Emirates to Russia. The United Arab Emirates is located on the tip of the Arabian
peninsula, just south of Iran and east of Saudi Arabia. Our population was traditionally a mix of desert dwellers and
seafaring pearl divers and goods traders.
Today, we have a population approaching 10 million, with more than 180 nationalities represented. People live, work and
worship in peace alongside one another. I have been ambassador since January 2009. I have had the privilege to be an
observer of international relations from at least three very different perspectives.
Because I speak English, Arabic, Russian and French, and have friends and colleagues in the US, Europe, Russia and the
Arab world, I have had access to the thinking that takes place within different cultures and political systems. The longer
I perform my job, the more I am convinced of the power of ideas, and language, to move the world to a better place.
The world I grew up in was one where ideas floated around but had little connection with reality. I would hear about
dreams of a new world order based on a very straightforward type of Islam.
We were taught to pray and how to read the Koran. We were always told that certain actions were haram. Haram and
halal are terms used to describe things that are prohibited (haram) or allowed (halal). Strangely, though, most of the time
we were told things were haram - not allowed. Eating pork and drinking alcohol seemed to fill people with horror. These
were definitely haram. What else was haram? Lying and stealing - or taking things that were not yours - were haram.
Hurting others or yourself were also haram - since the body and life are gifts from Allah. Suicide in particular would send
you straight to the fiery Hereafter, since this was taking what did not belong to you but rather to Allah.
We were taken to the mosque on Fridays for the communal midday prayer. The sermons would be shouted out and people
would stare into space until it was time for the short prayer. It was a pleasant feeling. You were surrounded by all types
of people, from labourers to millionaires. All lined up in orderly rows praying the same prayers and shaking hands with
one another at the end of the ceremony.
Then there was what I would call fundamentalist Islam. What did this mean? It meant that the world would go back to
what it was like at the height of the Islamic empires of the seventh and eighth centuries.
These ideas were repeated in school and after.
The ideas always contrasted strongly with the world that surrounded us. This was a sense of their weakness in the world
and their destruction at the hands of others. This was the time of the Lebanese civil war that began in 1975, and then the
Iran-Iraq war, which lasted from 1980 to 1988. The return to the practices of our seventh- and eighth-century Muslim
forefathers, we were promised, would bring us back the power, the glory and the success that they enjoyed.
There was another layer to the things we were taught. It did not always surface, but it was always there, I realise now. It
was all the ideas that seemed to contradict earlier lessons. Ideas like suicide bombing. People would say that it was a great
sacrifice to give your life for the community or the country or the Islamic Ummah, the global community of Muslims.
My friends and I would ask how it was possible that committing suicide was seen as a great sin against Allah if done for
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reasons such as sadness or unhappiness, and yet it was the greatest sacrifice a Muslim could make if it was done to fight
the "enemy". This question was relevant in the 1980s when I was a teenager, and is still relevant today.
Words in the air, until 11 September 2001. When the Twin Towers in New York were destroyed in the most shocking
terrorist incident of my lifetime, I realised those words had now become a reality. The words that I had listened to and
absorbed when I was a child had now taken on meaning in the world around me. These words were now creating a reality
with consequences not just for Americans and Europeans but also for me and my fellow Muslims in the Arab world.
My first son was born in December 2000. I remember carrying him in a child sling on my chest in the summer of 2001 as we visited Manhattan. A few days after we got back to Dubai, we witnessed the terrible events of 9/11 on CNN. I felt
an overwhelming sense of responsibility toward this child.
I decided that the time had come for me to take action in the limited ways that I could. I involved myself in the arts, in
literature and education. My overwhelming desire was to open up areas of thought, language and imagination in order to
show myself and my fellow Muslims that our world has so much more to offer us than the limited fantasies of deeply
unhappy people. My work in diplomacy came later, and I have approached it with the same attitude of openness to ideas
and possibilities. Through travel and interaction with all kinds of people, from the deeply religious to the highly
knowledgeable, from the deeply uneducated to the hyperconnected, I see the common humanity that we all share.
When I hear of different value systems and how they are going to clash, I see the values of human beings striving for a
better life. I write these letters to both of my sons, and to all young Muslim men and women, with the intention of opening
their eyes to some of the questions they are likely to face and the range of possible answers that exist for them.
I want to show them that there are questions that have persisted from the first beginnings of human thought, and that there
is no reason for the modern Muslim not to engage with them as generations before them did. I want to reaffirm the duty
to think and question and engage constructively with the world. I want my sons and their generation of Muslims to
understand that we live in a world full of difference and diversity.
I want them to understand how to be faithful to their inherited religion of Islam and its deepest values, as well as to see
how to chart their way through a complex world.
I want them to discover through observation and thought that there need be no conflict between Islam and the rest of the
world. I want them to understand that even in matters of religion, there are many choices that we need to make. Not all
that is presented as part and parcel of religion is necessarily the case. Much is presented as divine instruction but in fact
reflects choices that other people have made for us.
There are structural principles in Islam, such as the search for knowledge and the command to use one's mind and think
about the world around us.
I want my sons' generation of Muslims to realise that they have the right to think and decide what is right and what is
wrong, what is Islamic and what is peripheral to the faith. It is their burden to bear, whatever decision they make.
'Letters to a Young Muslim' by Omar Saif Ghobash is published by Picador at £16.99
I want my sons and their generation of Muslims to understand that we live in a world full of difference and diversity.
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Post-Brexit Britain is complicit with Trump
Marianne Taylor

IMAGINE being stranded in transit and barred from entering a country solely because being Scottish singles you out as
a potentially dangerous individual, someone that must be prevented from mixing with its citizens. Imagine being taken
out of the queue and separated because your nationality links you to a religion that you may or may not actually practise.
I try never to use the comparison lightly, but there is a definite whiff of Nazism about the situation facing the hundreds
of people held at airports and in transit around the world as I write this, who have been caught up in President Donald
Trump's latest scheme to "make America great again", his executive order banning many Muslims from entering the US.
Having a valid visa or being a refugee doesn't matter a jot - holding a passport issued by Iran, Iraq, Somalia, Yemen,
Sudan or Libya makes you an instant Islamic fundamentalist and potential terrorist and thus America won't be
letting you in. These are the sort of facts - or alternative facts - we can expect to see more of in our depraved new world.
As with many issues related to President Trump, there appears at first glance to be little method amid the madness: in his
universe there are "Muslims" and "Muslims". Being from Saudi Arabia is fine, it would appear, while being from Pakistan
actually makes you "exceptional" and "fantastic".
As soon as the order was made the chaos began, with hundreds of people denied access to their home in the US or even
allowed to fly somewhere else via the country. The surreality of the situation was highlighted by the case of Dr Hamaseh
Tayari, a Glasgow-based vet and post-doctoral student told she could not fly from Costa Rica back to Scotland via New
York. She was left stranded and relying on a crowdfunding campaign to get her home via somewhere that did not
discriminate against Iranian nationals, despite the fact she lives in the UK and grew up in Italy.
At the time of writing, following a wave of protest from the US and around the world - including from Somalian-born
Sir Mo Farah, who lives in the US with his family and might now struggle to return there from his training in Ethiopia US judges have temporarily halted some deportations, though it is unclear as yet what will happen to those still being
held.
But there is method in Mr Trump's madness, of course, since it's all about showing the faithful how all-powerful and
decisive he is. The global press has been telling them for weeks that their man will never get away with all the seemingly
outlandish promises he made during the election campaign. This order is a middle finger to that notion, as were plans
unveiled last week to build the promised wall with Mexico and news that the new defence secretary has 30 days to come
up with a plan to defeat Isis. Regardless of how awful and downright daft all this seems to many, make no mistake, it will
be music to the ears of those who put Mr Trump in the White House; the outrage of others, no matter how righteousness,
won't register with any of them; they revel in it.
It will register with Prime Minister Theresa May, however, who was worryingly slow to condemn the President's position,
no doubt well aware that only hours earlier she was pictured by the world's media being led by the hand around the White
House by Mr Trump. She was apparently seeking "consolidation of the special relationship" during her visit; everyone
knows, though, this really means she was desperately chasing a post-Brexit trade deal. And she may well have got one.
This, of course, is what Mrs May has been reduced to post-Brexit, allowing herself to be used by Mr Trump to legitimise
his dangerous, post-truth politics and by doing so, ultimately complicit in them. I don't think for a minute Mrs May
actually supports Mr Trump's ban on Muslims but her clear reluctance to register disagreement highlights not only her
priorities as premier, but also the new approach to diplomacy since the Brexit vote.
She obviously calculated that the flack was worth taking. And there are many in her party and no doubt the wider country
who support this stance. Just as Mr Trump is seen by his supporters as looking after America's interests, so Mrs May will
be congratulated by some for looking after Britain's. Indeed, this was highlighted yesterday as she signed a £100m defence
deal with brutal Turkish President Erdogan to build fighter jets. Mrs May has a one-track mind: trade trumps all. She's
happy to let others do outrage while she does business. The post-morality age has just entered a new era, and like it or
not, post-Brexit Britain is at the forefront.
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Students held after six shot dead at mosque in Quebec
Chiara Palazzo; James Rothwell

A PAIR of students in Canada have been arrested on suspicion of gunning down six people at a mosque in Quebec City
during evening prayers.
The massacre on Sunday evening, which Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau condemned as a "cowardly terrorist
attack on Muslims", left five others in critical condition.
A further 12 worshippers managed to escape the chaos with minor injuries.
One suspect was arrested at the scene, while the other reportedly confessed to the killings in a phone call to police, and
was then detained in nearby Ile d'Orléans.
A handgun and at least two assault rifles were also recovered, according to Canadian media reports.
The pair have been named locally as Université Laval students Alexandre Bissonnette and Mohamed Khadir.
Bissonnette is French-Canadian, whereas Khadir is "of Moroccan origin", according to local news website TVA, which
cited police sources. Both are aged in their twenties.
An eyewitness said one of the attackers spoke in a "Quebecois accent", while another claimed they shouted "Allahu
akbar" before opening fire. A Quebec police spokesman said the suspects' motive was unclear and that there was "no
indication" that anyone else was involved in the attack.
Canada is generally welcoming towards immigrants and refugees, but tensions have been simmering in Francophone
Quebec over attitudes towards Islam.
Last year, a pig's head was left on the doorstep of the mosque that was attacked on Sunday during Ramadan, when Muslims
fast from dawn to sunset. Practicing Muslims do not eat pork.
In 2013, police investigated after a mosque in the Saguenay region of Quebec was smeared with what was believed to be
pig's blood. In the neighbouring province of Ontario, a mosque was set on fire in 2015, a day after the infamous Paris
terror attacks in November. Mohamed Yangui, the president of the Quebec City mosque, said he began receiving panicked
phone calls when the shooting began. He was not inside the mosque at the time.
Up to a hundred worshippers had been inside the mosque, and there were fears yesterday that several children could be
among the injured.
Mr Yangui said the shooting occurred in the men's section of the mosque. He said he wasn't at the centre when the attack
occurred, but he got some details from people on the scene. Ali Hamadi said he left the mosque a few minutes before the
shooting and said a friend, Abdelkrim Hassen was killed.
He said Mr Hassen, who worked in information technology for the government, had three daughters and a wife, whom
he had to notify of the death.
"Why is this happening here? This is barbaric...we are sad for the families," he said.
Following the shooting, Mr Trudeau said in a statement: "We condemn this terrorist attack on Muslims in a centre of
worship and refuge."
"While authorities are still investigating and details continue to be confirmed, it is heart-wrenching to see such senseless
violence. Diversity is our strength, and religious tolerance is a value that we, as Canadians, hold dear."
Mr Trudeau had earlier reacted to Donald Trump's visa ban for people from some Muslim-majority countries by tweeting
on Saturday: "To those fleeing persecution, terror & war, Canadians will welcome you, regardless of your faith. Diversity
is our strength #WelcomeToCanada."
Mr Trudeau also posted a picture of himself greeting a Syrian child at Toronto's airport in late 2015. Mr Trudeau oversaw
the arrival of more than 39,000 Syrian refugees soon after he was elected.
Quebec Premier Philippe Couillard said: "The Muslim community was the target of this murderous attack."
Quebec City Mayor Regis Labeaume, appearing shaken, said: "No person should have to pay with their life, for their race,
their colour, their sexual orientation or their religious beliefs."
The Canadian Council of Imams said in a statement that "Islamophobia has killed innocent Canadians".
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"We ask all decent people to stand against hatred of Islam and Muslims in any forum," the statement read. "Our message
to anyone in the Canadian Muslim community who may experience Islamophobia is not to suffer in silence."
Mass shootings in Canada are less common than in the United States, though the attack on the mosque marks the fourth
mass shooting to take place since 2014. (© Daily Telegraph London)
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'Muslim ban could be just the start,' Amnesty warns
ADAM WITHNALL
Donald Trump's ban on travellers from seven Muslim-majority nations could be just the beginning of a broader
crackdown on Muslim immigration, Amnesty International has warned.
The rights advocacy group issued an urgent call for Britain to do more to fight the policy, which effectively bans citizens
from three African and four Middle Eastern countries from entering the US. It was accompanied by a 120-day suspension
of all US refugee programmes.
Mr Trump pledged in December 2015 to enforce a "total and complete" shutdown on Muslim immigration into the US,
before revising this to promising "extreme vetting" once he became the Republican Party's candidate.
Amnesty fears the immigration ban announced by executive order on Friday could "become permanent" and extend to
more countries. Kate Allen, director of Amnesty International UK, told The Independent: "This ban is shocking and
appalling. Although President Trump says that this is a temporary ban, we fear it may become permanent and that other
countries will start to follow it.
"We are in the worst refugee crisis since the Second World War and we have seen the United States closing its doors. We
need to stand up for the values that we support, and that is why we call on our [UK] Government to do everything in its
power to change this policy and to oppose it."
On Sunday, White House chief of staff Reince Priebus told CBS News's Face the Nation programme that the ban, which
targets Syria, Libya, Iraq, Yemen, Sudan, Somalia and Iran, could be taken further. Mr Priebus said: "The reason we
chose those seven countries was [that] those were the seven countries both Congress and the Obama administration
identified as being the seven countries that were most identifiable with dangerous terrorism taking place in their country.
Now, you can point to other countries that have similar problems, like Pakistan and others. Perhaps we need to take it
further."
The original text of Mr Trump's executive order defines his seven-country banned list as a temporary measure, to be
enforced until the Department of Homeland Security has conducted a review into its visa security controls. It includes a
clause that, once that review is complete, Mr Trump's ministers can "at any point" extend the list with "the names of any
additional countries recommended for similar treatment".
The suggestion that visa restrictions could be extended to Pakistan was met with outrage in that country. Pakistan People's
Party politician Syed Khursheed Shah told the Hindustan Times: "What is clear is that Donald Trump is targeting
Muslims, not terrorists."
The ban has also sparked a backlash in the UK, amid confusion over whether it will affect the hundreds of thousands of
Britons with ties to the countries in question. The Government moved to assure the public that British passport holders
would not be affected, before US embassies started issuing contradictory advice.
Donald Trump has explicitly stated that he believes his new immigration rules do not amount to a Muslim ban. "This is
not a Muslim ban as the media is falsely reporting," he said. "This is not about religion. This is about terror and keeping
our country safe." Yet the executive order also makes special provisions for persecuted minorities in the countries in
question, and when asked by the Christian Broadcasting Network if he sees Christians as "a kind of priority here", Mr
Trump said: "Yes."
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Trump immigration ban overshadows May's Turkish press conference
JOE WATTS IN ANKARA AND LIZZIE DEARDEN IN LONDON

Theresa May has repeatedly refused to condemn Donald Trump's ban on refugees and entry for citizens of seven
Muslim-majority nations during a meeting with Turkish leaders.
The prime Minister held a joint press conference with Prime Minister Binali Y?ld?r?m just a day after meeting the new
President in Washington. However, their talks were overshadowed by global debate over Mr Trump's executive order to
ban Syrian refugees from entering the US indefinitely, halt all other asylum admissions for 120 days and suspend travel
visas for citizens of "countries of particular concern", including Syria, Iraq and other Muslim-majority nations.
Faisal Islam, the political editor of Sky News, asked Ms May whether she viewed it as an "action of the leader of the free
world". The Prime Minister replied that she was "very pleased" to have met Mr Trump in Washington, before evading the
question by hailing Turkey's reception of millions of refugees and Britain's support for its government and other nations
surrounding Syria. When pressed for a second time for her view by another British journalist, Ms May continued: "The
United States is responsible for the United States' policy on refugees, the United Kingdom is responsible for the United
Kingdom's policy on refugees."
Yvette Cooper, the former shadow Home Secretary, sent a letter to the Prime Minister urging her to echo condemnation
from French and German ministers over the "deeply troubling" executive order. Ed Miliband, the former Labour leader,
said the Prime Minister's refusal to condemn Mr Trump's Muslim ban "is shocking, wrong and cannot stand". He added:
"It flies in the face of the values of people across Britain."
Mr Y?ld?r?m was more direct, calling the crisis a global issue and saying that UN members "cannot turn a blind eye to
this issue and settle it by constructing walls... Nobody leaves their homes for nothing, they came here to save their lives
and our doors were open???and we would do it again," he added. "If there is someone in need, you need to give them a
helping hand to make sure they survive." However, he brushed aside a question about wide-ranging human rights abuses
in Turkey following the summer's attempted coup, seeing thousands of people arrested or forced to leave government and
military posts amid reports of torture in state prisons.
Ms May also evaded questions on her ally's alleged abuses in the press conference, but had earlier urged President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan to "sustain democracy by maintaining the rule of law and upholding its international human rights
obligations". She said the pair also discussed counter-terrorism, security, trade and migration in talks which stretched for
an hour longer than scheduled. Turkey has seen a succession of terror attacks by both Isis and Kurdish extremist groups
since the start of the Syrian civil war, which caused millions of refugees to cross its border.
The US was among the countries resettling families from designated camps but Mr Trump has suspended all refugee
admissions to the US for 120 days as part of measures he claimed would "keep radical Islamic terrorists out of the
US". His order additionally banned Syrian refugees indefinitely until "significant changes" are made, and halved the
annual cap on refugees to 50,000.
The President's executive order also suspends travel visas for anyone from seven predominantly Muslim countries,
including Syria, Iraq, Libya and Iran, from entering the US for at least 90 days. He claimed his administration needed
time to develop more stringent screening processes for refugees, immigrants and visitors.
It provoked outcry from the United Nations and NGOs working to stem the worst ever global refugee crisis, with more
than 65 million people forced to flee their homes. Amnesty International warned the move could have "catastrophic
consequences", saying some of the worst fears about a Trump presidency were already being realised. Salil Shetty, the
group's secretary general, said: "These men, women and children are the victims of the same terror President Trump
claims he wants to fight against. The irony beggars belief."
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Muslim-majority countries linked to Trump's business escape US immigration
ban
JON SHARMAN

President Donald Trump is expected to sign an executive order suspending entry to the US for immigrants from seven
Muslim-majority countries. But others where he appears to have conducted business or pursued business interests appear
to have escaped censure.
The US leader has caused outrage with the proposals to indefinitely block Syrian refugees from entering the US and bar
all refugees from the rest of the world for at least 120 days. Immigration from Syria and six other predominantly Muslim
countries - Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan and Yemen - would also be suspended for at least 30 days.
Mr Trump and Senator Jeff Sessions, his nominee for Attorney General, have said they wanted to focus restrictions on
countries whose migrants pose a threat. "Our country has enough problems without allowing people to come in who, in
many cases or in some cases, are looking to do tremendous destruction," the new US leader told ABC News in his first
presidential interview.
As a result, the new administration is working on an "extreme vetting"scheme for countries where Mr Trump believes
checks are not stringent enough. Iran, Sudan and Syria are all on the State Department's list of terrorism sponsors.
Countries in the same region not subject to the impending crackdown include Saudi Arabia, where Mr Trump had declared
he registered a number of companies including THC Jeddah Hotel and DT Jeddah Technical Services, in the kingdom's
second city, Jeddah - some of which have since been closed. Trump Organisation lawyer Alan Garten said in December
2016: "There is no deal in Saudi Arabia."
In January 2016, a few months after the companies were created, Mr Trump told Fox News that he "would want to protect
Saudi Arabia" from a potential Iranian threat. But he added that the Arab kingdom was "going to have to help us
economically" and referenced the billions of dollars the country has made from the oil trade.
Saudi Arabia has previously been associated with terrorism and religious extremism, and has been linked with the largest
terror attack on US soil. Of the 19 hijackers involved in the 9/11 attacks on the World Trade Centre in New York, 15 were
Saudi Arabian citizens. The independent American commission that investigated the attacks found no evidence that the
Saudi government or senior Saudi officials financed the terrorists. Saudi Arabia has strenuously denied any involvement
in the attacks.
But US diplomatic cables released by whistleblowing website Wikileaks, revealed that private individuals in Saudi
Arabia and other Gulf states friendly to the United States are the chief source of funding for al-Qaeda, the Taliban
and other terrorist groups. Despite extensive efforts to limit the distribution of funds to extremists from the Middle
East, the documents showed deep frustration in Washington with the level of cooperation from governments in the region.
"It has been an ongoing challenge to persuade Saudi officials to treat terrorist financing emanating from Saudi Arabia as
a strategic priority," read a cable from Hillary Clinton, then US Secretary of State, dated 30 December, 2009. "Donors
in Saudi Arabia constitute the most significant source of funding to Sunni terrorist groups worldwide," added the
document. Saudi officials also recently admitted to misleading the US on funding extremism, according to the Politico
website.
In Turkey, Mr Trump's company has been paid up to $10m (£8m) since 2014 by the developers of the luxury Trump
Towers Istanbul to affix his name to the complex. The building's owner, one of Turkey's biggest oil and media
conglomerates, has become an influential voice for the country's increasingly repressive regime.
In Dubai, in the United Arab Emirates, the Trump International Golf Club "features a 30,000 square foot state-of-the-art
clubhouse" and is due to open this year.
A licensing deal linked to Trump Tower in Baku, Azerbaijan, was ended in the same bout of "housekeeping" as the Saudi
companies, Mr Garten said in December. It had netted Mr Trump nearly $3m since mid-2014.
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'Immigrants are the fabric of America,' says US student studying at UEA, as
protests organised
PR Script Managers
Hundreds of people in Norwich are expected to protest against controversial immigration restrictions introduced in the
USA by President Donald Trump.
Three groups aim to take to the steps of City Hall on Wednesday evening, to show their disagreement with the executive
order, which bans travellers from seven predominantly Muslim countries. They are Iraq, Syria, Iran, Sudan, Libya,
Somalia and Yemen.
One of the groups behind the protest is Stand Up To Racism, and organiser Julie Bremner said it was a show of solidarity
against discrimination.
Mrs Bremner said: "Muslims are being stereotyped and being labelled as terrorists, but the facts remain that the
countries affected are not the countries people committing terrorism have come from. No Syrian refugees have committed
acts of terrorism in America, as far as we know."
She said she hoped there would be a good turnout, as more than 100 people had already registered their interest in less
than 24 hours.
Sirajul Islam, from Norwich Central Mosque, Rose Lane, is due to speak at the event. He said he thought the restrictions
were inhuman.
Mr Islam said: "It's not really a human way of dealing with people, I feel like it's disrespectful of people's human rights,
which is encouraging some bad people who are doing the killing, they are the minority.
"It's not nice seeing the images on the television," he added. "But the support from people turning out is encouraging."
For Emily Tornquist, a 20-year-old student from Massachussetts studying at the UEA for a semester, being in the UK
whilst this all happened offered her a different perspective.
The English student said the restrictions were not what America stood for.
"It's disgusting, these are people who have called America home for over 40 years, immigrants are the fabric of America,"
she said. "It's so different to what we grew up thinking America stood for, we're told it's a place and home for everybody,
it's the American dream, but you grow up and realise that might not be the case."
* The protest will be held tomorrow, from 6pm to 8pm, outside City Hall in Norwich.
Hundreds of people in Norwich are expected to protest against controversial immigration restrictions introduced in the
USA by President Donald Trump. Three groups aim to take to the steps of City Hall on Wednesday evening, to show
their disagreement with the executive order, which bans travellers from seven predominantly Muslim countries. They are
Iraq, Syria, Iran, Sudan, Libya, Somalia and Yemen.
One of the groups behind the protest is Stand Up To Racism, and organiser Julie Bremner said it was a show of solidarity
against discrimination.
Mrs Bremner said: "Muslims are being stereotyped and being labelled as terrorists, but the facts remain that the countries
affected are not the countries people committing terrorism have come from.
"No Syrian refugees have committed acts of terrorism in America, as far as we know."
She said she hoped there would be a good turnout, as more than 100 people had already registered their interest in less
than 24 hours. Sirajul Islam, from Norwich Central Mosque, Rose Lane, is due to speak at the event. He said he thought
the restrictions were inhuman. Mr Islam said: "It's not really a human way of dealing with people, I feel like it's
disrespectful of people's human rights, which is encouraging some bad people who are doing the killing, they are the
minority.
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"It's not nice seeing the images on the television," he added. "But the support from people turning out is encouraging."
MORE: Demonstration held in Thetford against President Trump's immigration ban
For Emily Tornquist, a 20-year-old student studying at the UEA for a semester, being in the UK whilst this all happened
offered her a different perspective.
Miss Tornquist, who studies English, said the restrictions were not in the spirit of what America stood for.
"It's disgusting, there are people who have called America home for over 40 years, immigrants are the fabric of America,"
she said.
"[The order] is so different to what we grew up thinking America stood for, we're told it's a place and home for everybody,
it's the American dream, but you grow up and realise that might not be the case."
A protest has also been
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TRUMP BLASTS: WE DON'T WANT TO BE IN A MESS LIKE EUROPE
TOM LEONARD IN NEW YORK
Donald Trump defiantly defended his ban on arrivals from seven largely Muslim countries yesterday.
The US President insisted he did not want America to end in a mess like Europe'.
Our country needs strong borders and extreme vetting, NOW,' he said on Twitter.
Look what is happening all over Europe and, indeed, the world - horrible mess!'
His order has halted refugee admissions for four months and promises to give priority to Christians trying to enter the
US from Muslim-dominated countries.
In another tweet yesterday, he said: Christians in the Middle East have been executed in large numbers. We cannot
allow this horror to continue!'
Mr Trump's executive order, signed on Friday, bars citizens of seven states from entering America for at least
the next 90 days. The countries affected are Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen. Syrian
refugees have been banned indefinitely.
Mr Trump insisted on Saturday that the entry ban was working out very nicely', adding: It's not a Muslim ban but we
are totally prepared.'
A White House spokesman said the clampdown, which Mr Trump had promised during his election campaign, was
the first step in establishing a broader ban covering more countries.
Several federal judges have blocked parts of the order amid widespread outrage at home and abroad. Large crowds of
demonstrators gathered at airports and in cities around the US.
Attorneys general from 16 states - including New York and California - issued a joint statement yesterday condemning
the executive order and the chaotic situation it had created'.
Los Angeles police chief Charlie Beck insisted his officers would not help detain undocumented immigrants for
deportation. This is not our job. Nor will I make it our job,' he said.
Mr Trump's ban has prompted chaos at airports and border crossings in America and even those abroad. Customs and
border agents are struggling to enforce an unclear directive that senior officials complain was rushed through without
consulting the government departments that will have to enforce it.
Senior staff at the Department of Homeland Security were left to make a hurried legal analysis.
Lawyers for some of those denied entry claimed the border officials responsible had disagreed with each other about
who was affected by the order.
The Trump administration was accused of backtracking on at least key area of the ban. On Saturday, both the White
House and Homeland Security officials said it would apply to non-Americans with official green card' residency status
in the US.
As a result, legal US residents around the world were stopped from boarding US-bound flights or detained for hours
in American airports.
Yesterday, however, White House chief of staff Reince Priebus stressed that border agents had discretionary authority'
to stop and question suspicious travellers from the seven countries. He said holders of green cards would not be
affected.
There were numerous reports of foreign students and academics at US universities being blocked from re-entering the
country.
Oscar-nominated Iranian film director Asghar Farhadi may be unable to attend the awards next month although he
could apply for special permission to enter the US. Mr Farhadi said he would make a protest by not attending.
Border officials are caught between Mr Trump's order and a string of emergency rulings by federal judges.
A Brooklyn judge stopped deportations of people back to countries where they may be endangered although her ruling
did not go so far as to allow them to remain in the US.
The White House says the restrictions will protect the United States from foreign nationals entering from countries
compromised by terrorism' and give it time to put in place a more rigorous vetting process'.
Kellyanne Conway, a presidential adviser, said: These are countries that have a history of training, harbouring,
exporting terrorists. We can't keep pretending and looking the other way.
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The state and the veil: Muslim head coverings
The battle over the veil is making it harder for Muslims to assimilate
IN HER bottle-green nylon skirt and matching veil, Aïcha Khobeizi is an unusual sight on a university campus in
strictly secular France. When she first decided to wear a headscarf, at the age of 15, her mother laughed. The elder
Mrs Khobeizi, from a village in central Algeria, had stopped covering her hair when she settled in France. Aïcha's
father, a retired dustman, also disapproved. "I had the worst weekend of my life," she recalls. "But I felt something
was missing. I was determined to wear it in order to feel at ease with who I am."
A garment that Ms Khobeizi and other Muslim women consider to be a private choice is now under intense public
scrutiny. As France begins to select a new president, there is a remarkable consensus for upholding curbs on religious
dress, which ban the headscarf from public schools and the burqa--a full-body covering with a mesh over the eyes-from public places. François Fillon, a front-runner, backed local bans on the "burkini", a modest all-in-one swimsuit,
last summer and considers the spread of the veil to be part of what he calls "Islamic totalitarianism". Marine Le Pen,
leader of the National Front and possibly Mr Fillon's opponent in the final round, would like to see both the Muslim
hijab and the Jewish yarmulke banned from public places.
In the Netherlands the Senate is mulling a law passed by the lower house that would ban the niqab (which covers most
of the face) and the burqa in many public contexts. With elections due in March, that would be a small sop to the ultranationalist Freedom Party, which wants a broad crackdown on Islam. Last month Angela Merkel, Germany's
chancellor, told cheering members of her Christian Democratic party that exposing one's features was part of normal
interaction in a liberal society. Face covering, she said, should be banned "where legally possible".
The strangest clampdown has occurred in Morocco. Earlier this month local officials told shopkeepers that the
production, importation and sale of the burqa must end, and made them sign a document agreeing to the change.
Burqa-clad women, of whom Morocco has few, promptly posted pictures of themselves on social-media websites.
Some asked why the government was not cracking down on prostitutes or short skirts.
Anxiety over Muslim dress is running high partly because of a surge in Muslim refugees. In the 12 months to
the end of September 2016 almost 1.4m people applied for asylum in Europe--many more than the 260,000 who
did so in 2010. Islamist terrorist attacks in Belgium, France and Germany have stirred fears about immigrants.
Xenophobic populists are on the march almost everywhere. But there is a deeper cause. Secularist doctrine and
Muslim culture are both evolving in a way that causes a clash over attire.
Although Britons dislike mass immigration, they seldom get excited about Muslim dress. Nor do most Americans,
although Donald Trump said offhandedly last summer that he "understood" a woman who complained about airline
baggage-screeners wearing what she called "heebie-jobbies". In America the constitution bans any "establishment"
(ie, state sponsorship) of religion, and also guarantees the free exercise of faith. Thomas Jefferson's "wall of
separation" between church and state has allowed both to thrive.
France is different. The roots of French political secularism, known as laïcité, go back to the revolution of 1789 and
to an anti-clerical campaign in the early 20th century. By 1904 some 10,000 religious schools had been shut; thousands
of priests fled France. "We have torn human conscience from the clutches of faith," declared René Viviani, a Socialist
minister.
To France's current Socialist government, with its strong attachment to laïcité, the row over the burkini was a rematch
of 1905. Manuel Valls, then the prime minister and now a run-off candidate in the Socialist presidential primary, said
the garment embodied the "enslavement of women". Its logic, added the women's minister, Laurence Rossignol, was
"to hide women's bodies in order better to control them". Many citizens concur. Fully 72% say they would back
outlawing the veil from university campuses, and 64% would ban the burkini from beaches.
Muslim dress is contentious in other places where French influence is strong. One is Turkey, whose founders chose
the French model when imposing secularism (see "Headscarves in Turkey: Under cover"). Another is the mainly
French-speaking province of Quebec, in Canada, where a proposed law is being battled over clause by clause.
In 2008 a report for Quebec's government proposed that judges, Crown prosecutors and police officers should be
barred from appearing in a way that proclaims their religious affiliation. The separatist Parti Québécois (PQ) wanted
to go much further. It proposed stopping all state representatives, including teachers, from conspicuous displays of
belief.
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Philippe Couillard, Quebec's Liberal premier, explains that the province is part of North America and should be guided
by Jefferson's ideas on church-state separation rather than by French laïcité. As a result, the bill now being debated by
Quebec's politicians falls well short of the PQ proposal. It says that people delivering or receiving state services should
not cover their faces. But civil servants can wear the hijab. That does not go far enough for critics, some inspired by
concern for Quebec's Catholic heritage (to which the bill makes respectful reference) and others by the battle to throw
off Catholic influence.
In France, Quebec and even Turkey, a growing number of young Muslim women favour a live-and-let-live approach.
"There's no single meaning to the veil," insists Ndèye Aminata Dia, a Senegalese-born woman working in Paris who
has started a fashion line in stylish head-coverings. She wears her veil over a long flower-print skirt and carries a
jaunty red handbag. "Wearing it doesn't mean you are fundamentalist," she says, "just as you can decide not to wear
it, and still behave with modesty."
Many educated young Muslim women consider themselves the beneficiaries of feminist battles fought by the previous
generation. They have no time for arguments favoured by academic feminists about whether the veil is a form of
emancipation or oppression. Instead they insist on their right to dress how they like, whether in tight jeans or a fulllength niqab, and not to be judged for it.
From this perspective, the government's attempts to impose and elaborate a dress code are not just an affront to their
freedom but further proof of male chauvinism. "I'm a feminist, I consider that I'm equal to men and I wear what I
want," says Fatima El Ouasdi, a student in finance, who wears her skirt short and her hair loose and runs a women'srights group. "But the burkini ban really revolted me."
Yet the trend of "reveiling" among young French women is sincerely regarded by many members of their mothers'
generation and by many politicians as part of a fundamentalist political project. They believe the government has both
the right and the duty to oppose it. The French do not view the state merely as a provider of services but as a guarantor
of norms. Lending legitimacy to certain individual choices is not just a matter of personal freedom but can have real
social consequences.
For evidence, some say, look at the banlieues. The atmosphere in some heavily immigrant suburbs can curb freedom
by making it hard not to wear the veil, argues Nadia Ould-Kaci, who co-runs a group called Women of Aubervilliers
against the Veil. In recent years, she says, the spread of the veil in her district has reached "worrying" proportions.
Girls of North African origin who do not wear it are insulted by being told that "God is ashamed of you."
The challenge is to defend women from such pressures while affirming individual freedom. "Laïcité used to be about
the neutrality of the state," says Amélie Barras, a political scientist at York University in Canada. "But now it's more
about citizens, and what they can and cannot do."
One moderate in France's presidential debate is Emmanuel Macron, a former Socialist minister. He argues that laïcité
should not be "vindictive" and focused on prohibition. "I don't think we need to invent new texts or new laws in order
to chase the veil from universities," he has said. Better to use other legal means of enforcing equality and women's
rights, such as child protection. Perhaps schools could take on the topic as part of civic education, and explain to girls
that they can wear what they want within the law and do not have to dress how others tell them.
Such calm, nuanced thinking is rare. But France badly needs to work out how to marry secularism and liberty. If it
cannot forge a more tolerant laïcité, it runs the risk of estranging a generation of its own young Muslim women.
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Dutch PM tells migrants: be normal or be gone: Leader mocked for ad aping
far-Right rival, as French candidate also adopts hard-line stance
Senay Boztas ; David Chazan ; Peter Foster
MARK RUTTE, the Dutch prime minister, made a sharp shift to the Right yesterday, publishing a full-page
advertisement warning immigrants to "be normal or be gone" as the Netherlands gears up for a bitter general
election fight over national identity. Mr Rutte, the leader of the Liberal party (VVD), made the move as he fended off
pressure from the rising popularity of Geert Wilders, whose hard-Right Party for Freedom (PVV) has made a
trademark from anti-immigrant, anti-Islam politics.
The tough new Rutte campaign message appeared in ads in several leading newspapers and in an interview in the
Dutch tabloid Algemeen Dagblad. It made clear that people who come to the Netherlands for freedom but then "reject
our values" should leave.
The message and the layout of the ad was widely seen as mirroring the approach of Mr Wilders.
Anita Hendriks, a pro-Wilders party activist, compared the two ads side by side, accusing Mr Rutte of a naked attempt
to undercut their party: "Not stolen enough yet, Mark?" she tweeted.
Mr Rutte unveiled the new strategy as François Fillon, the conservative front-runner in the French presidential race,
rejected the "open door" policy of the German chancellor, Angela Merkel, after talks in Berlin yesterday.
"My position is clear. France cannot accept more refugees. The right of asylum is not migration chaos," Mr Fillon
tweeted, as he attempted to outflank his own hard-Right opponent, the Front National leader Marine Le Pen.
After a string of terrorist attacks, immigration is also key issue in the campaign for the French election this spring,
with Mr Fillon expected to face Ms Le Pen in a second-round run off for the presidency.
The Netherlands goes to the polls on March 15, and support has remained high for Mr Wilders, despite his
recent criminal conviction for insulting Moroccans and inciting racial hatred. Mr Wilders's party has a onepage manifesto promising to close all mosques, ban the Koran and close borders to asylum seekers. He mocked
Mr Rutte for his attempts to "deceive" the Dutch electorate. "The man of open borders, asylum tsunami, mass
immigration, Islamisation, lies and deceit," he tweeted.
Mr Rutte is not alone in tacking Rightwards on the immigration question in an election campaign that has shifted away
from the traditional territory of jobs and the economy to focus on questions of Dutch identity.
Support for the Dutch Labour party has collapsed, leaving its new leader, Lodewijk Asscher, to campaign for Europe
to impose fresh limits on freedom of movement for migrant workers.
As the campaign has grown increasingly fraught, the Christian Democratic party accused Mr Rutte of failing in his
"moral leadership" and allowing the Netherlands to be dominated by "egotism, polarisation and the law of the jungle".
Although Mr Wilders is ahead in the polls - winning 33 seats in the Netherlands 150-seat parliament, compared with
24 for Mr Rutte - he is not close to winning an outright governing majority.
His path to power is also blocked by the fact that all major parties currently say they will not form a coalition
government with the Party for Freedom. Mr Rutte's ad criticises immigrants who "abuse our freedom to spoil
things...bothering gay men, harassing women in short skirts or just saying regular Dutch people are racists." The advert
adds: "Be normal, or Be gone."
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The Daily Telegraph (London)
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Secrets and lies in Pakistan: Martin Sixsmith's semi-fictional study of a
murder cover-up intrigues Helen Brown
Martin Sixsmith
336PP, SIMON & SCHUSTER, £12.99, EBOOK £9.99 So much "fake news" driven by racism has been shared on
social media in recent years that a new internet campaign was launched last November to remind Facebook users to
"Think Before Sharing". The video showed how a local report on the Swedish Transport Administration's decision to
ban Christmas lights from being hung on street poles (for safety reasons) had quickly morphed into the incendiary and
widely shared lie that Sweden was "No Longer Celebrating Christmas for Fear of Offending Muslim Migrants",
as the Morning News USA website put it.
When I learnt that Martin Sixsmith, a white Englishman, had partly fictionalised Ayesha's Gift, his account of
violence, crime and corruption in Yorkshire's Pakistani community, I felt apprehensive. Surely Sixsmith - a former
BBC foreign correspondent and the Labour spin doctor fired for having the integrity to make a stand on the burying
of bad news - should realise the importance of truth on this subject, especially in a book being sold as "non-fiction"?
But Sixsmith's publishers assure me that the main thrust of Ayesha's Gift is true. He had to change names, places and
other identifying details to protect those who had confided in him, and only one speech is verbatim. It does dent the
story's credibility, but I don't think Sixsmith had much choice. During his investigation, powerful gang members flex
their muscles by showing him men they have illegally imprisoned and tortured; Sixsmith is given the impression that
one of these men has just been executed in the next room. The gangs even track down the home of Sixsmith's
translator's elderly mother.
Written at thriller pace, Ayesha's Gift tells the story of a British-born Pakistani woman who had been impressed by
Sixsmith's exposé of the Catholic Church's "orphan" trade in The Lost Child of Philomena Lee, and approached him
in 2010 for help investigating the murder of her father when he was visiting his native village in rural Pakistan. Setting
up a meeting, Sixsmith's lazy expectations of an "afflicted Muslim in veils and tears" were confounded. "Ayesha"
turned out to be a confident, Cambridgeeducated professional in a pencil skirt and heels with a thirst for good French
wine.
Via email, Sixsmith tells me that the "Ayesha" he created for his story is a composite of more than one woman he met
during his investigation of what turned out to be "a series of cases, all of which opened my eyes further to the drama
of the place [Pakistan]".
His Ayesha is incredibly brave and resourceful. After being told over the phone by Pakistani relatives that her beloved
father has "committed suicide" by taking poison, she gets on a plane, establishes that things are fishy and demands to
see the body in the morgue. Despite resistance from the corrupt police, she manages to unwrap the sheets wound
around her father's corpse. The back of his head is missing. Clearly, no poison had been required. An elderly great
uncle tells her that the police can be easily bribed to engineer a cover-up; a private investigator she hires ends up in
hospital with a bullet in his spine.
Ayesha expects help from the Foreign Office but finds they treat people with dual nationality as second-class citizens.
She thinks Sixsmith's profile will force them to act on her father's behalf, but although he secures her a meeting with
a minister, it is fruitless. A civil servant snaps: "Pakistanis are always murdering each other over honour feuds
land disputes and family quarrels... My advice to you is to get out of here and ask your Pakistani friends to sort
things out for you."
Sixsmith shows how Britishborn Pakistanis can be left adrift. Ayesha says: "I used to think I was British and I used to
think I was Pakistani too; but now I know I'm neither. What I discovered in Pakistan, all that cruelty and dishonesty
and corruption has made me realise that I'm not Pakistani; my DNA is different from all that. But since dealing with
the British establishment, it's made me realise that I'm not British either. As a family we're in no-man's land."
The racism Sixsmith finds in both communities fuels the criminal gangs who turn out to be responsible for the
appalling murder of Ayesha's father. Trips to Pakistan expose a terrifying web of gangsters and terrorists who run the
"deep state". Sixsmith sees how, when the immigrant dream of being accepted into Britain turns sour, previously good,
hard-working men can turn to crime, trafficking drugs and girls for these gangs. It is, he tells me, "sad and sordid".
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YOUNG, MUSLIM AND IRISH: What's it like to grow up Muslim in
Ireland? We ask a group about their experiences of racism, acceptance and
Irishness
Patsy McGarry
They are an upcoming generation of Irish Muslims - probably the first to have grown up in Ireland in significant
numbers. After several members of the Federation of Student Islamic Societies attended a seminar in Dublin last
October on Muslims in the media, we invited a number of the contributors into The Irish Times to tell us what it's like
to be young and Muslim in Ireland today. All are Sunni Muslims and went to school in Dublin or Meath, and are all
now in third-level education. Although they worry about their future, many intend to stay in Ireland and contribute to
social, community and business life in the country. This, they say, is a new phenomenon among Irish Muslims.
The panel
Houssam Belfedhel is a 19-year-old student at the National College of Ireland. His parents are from Algeria; he has
been in Ireland since he was born. He went to the Muslim National School, in Clonskeagh in Dublin, then to De La
Salle College in Churchtown in Dublin, for his secondary education.
Marwan Akari, the 21-year-old chairman of the Federation of Student Islamic Societies, is in his final year of structural
engineering at University College Dublin. His parents were refugees from Libya. Akari was born in Jordan and came
to Ireland when he was two. He went to several primary schools, including the Muslim National School from second
class. His secondary school was St Benildus College, in Kilmacud in Dublin.
Hannah Abushaban is a 17-year-old student of economics, politics and law at Dublin City University. Her parents
come from Palestine; she was born in England and came to Ireland at the age of three. She went to North Dublin
Muslim National School, in Cabra, then an Educate Together school in Blanchardstown. Her secondary school was
Coláiste Pobail Setanta, on the Dublin-Meath border in Clonee.
Aisha Siwar is 18 and studying physics with biomedical sciences at Dublin City University. Her mother is Irish, her
father Moroccan. She was born in Ireland. Aisha's primary education was in the Muslim national school, Navan Road,
Dublin, Ladyswell in Mulhuddart, Educate Together in Blanchardstown and Kildalkey school in Co Meath.
Yara Alagha, a 19-year-old languages student at UCD, is "Palestinian as well" and was born in Ireland. She went to
St Paul's primary and secondary schools in Greenhills in Dublin.
SCHOOLDAYS
The school was nervous about me wearing the hijab' Houssam: In primary school I didn't face any issues, because it
was full of Muslims. Marwan: I had no problem getting into [St Benildus], but my younger brothers were not accepted
even though I had two older brothers at the school. Other people had higher preference. So one is in school in Bray
and the other one is in Rathmines. Yara: Me and my sister and another girl were the only Muslims in the school. I
didn't wear the hijab then [since going to college she does], but they still knew us as "the Muslim girls". Aisha: My
mum went to the school's board of management and said I would be wearing the hijab. The school was really nervous;
I was not just the first hijabi but generally the first person considered foreign going to the school, but my experience
was generally positive. When you sat down and explained they just saw me the same as any other student. I think it
was the parents who were afraid more than anybody else. My mother is a revert - born Catholic but became Muslim
a few years after she met my dad - so she remembers the struggles of when she put on the hijab. Hannah: Ever since
I was younger I promised myself I'd wear the hijab in college. In secondary school people used say, "When are you
going to wear it?" Yara: [Since I started wearing the hijab] you get the odd person shouting stuff at you on the street.
I've had friends who've had the headscarf pulled off them. "Paki" is a popular insult, for some reason. When I was a
child "Paki" was a big one. Or, "There's a bomb there." Just immature things I never take on board. Normally it's a
gang of people, guys. Students, which really surprised me. Hannah: I've never experienced anything like that. So far.
RACISM
'I've seen girls' headscarves being pulled off' Marwan: There were a few incidents at my secondary school isolated, and once again immaturity was involved. There was some passive racism as well, in terms of the way
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you're treated because you're Muslim: people not wanting to hang around with you as much. In my school
there were about four or five Muslims, a very small number of us.
Racist occurrences were isolated and minor, though there were instances when teachers made remarks. I had one
teacher - I actually reported it to the principal - where I was just playing around with another guy in my class and the
teacher told the other guy: "Don't play around with him or he's going to blow you up." It was brushed under the carpet.
There was another incident when one of my teachers said, "For Halloween I'm going to wear a burka."
In third level I've had nothing at all, but I've heard of a lot of incidences of girls being racially attacked. Houssam:
Girls receive more abuse, because they're more visible. You can see them on the street walking around. Whereas when
you're a boy you're not sure whether he's Muslim or not until you see him praying or doing something odd.
I get the number 7 bus from the Spire to the National College of Ireland, and numerous times I've seen girls'
headscarves being pulled off.
A few weeks ago on Talbot Street I saw a drunk man pull a girl's headscarf off. Obviously the man was in an
intoxicated state, but it's still not an excuse to let it go by. And people were just watching. Where is their humanity,
never mind your religion?
I went up to him and pushed him to the ground and said, "I'm Muslim. If you want to attack, why don't you come to
me?" He cursed and walked off.
TOLERANCE
'We're lucky that Ireland doesn't condone racism' Marwan: We definitely feel a lot more comfortable than in
Britain or France. Yara: Irish people are more accepting than other countries. When I started wearing the
headscarf, for example, I was really nervous.
I remember going in that day, and everyone was extra nice because they knew the struggles and were accepting of it.
Yesterday me, my sister and my friend [who all wear the headscarf] were in a shop buying coffee, and the guy turned
around and gave us all free chocolate bars. We were thinking maybe it was because we were Muslim and he was being
extra nice .
I have found that people go out of their way to be extra nice. I think that's instilled in Irish culture; hospitality is really
important. Marwan: I had an interesting incident yesterday. I was walking home, and I was walking by one of the pubs
on the way to the Luas. A drunk man walks out and goes like this to my shoulder [slaps], "You're a good man, a good
man," and just walks back in. It was because he obviously saw that I was Muslim. He was really nice for absolutely
no reason.
Our parents would be positive about the Irish people. It has been said that because of the Irish peoples' experiences
during the IRA campaign they are more understanding of how Muslim people feel. Yara: That has been said, especially
in relation to the Palestinian cause. Any Palestinian event I've been to, the majority of people are Irish, and they can
empathise with us [Palestinians], because essentially they've been through the same thing. I think that applies to any
minority in the country. Aisha: Irish people seem to grow more tolerant with years. My [Irish] grandparents were so
uncomfortable in the beginning. Now they're talking to me about the Ibrahim Halawa case, saying things like, "This
is so bad. Wwhat's happening to him? The Irish Government is doing nothing." Whereas 10 years ago they'd probably
have said, "What was he doing, exactly, in an unstable country?" I remember more racism 10 years ago than I see
now.
We've all had negative experiences. One of my friends was attacked in a shopping centre. The attacker was extremely
drunk, trying to pull off her hijab and hitting her. She was really badly beaten and quite shaken up afterwards. But
then she said this was just one drunk man versus everybody else. Marwan: Ibrahim Halawa has been one of my best
friends from maybe before primary school. We actually came to Ireland at the same time. He was someone I used to
go to his house when I was younger. His situation is something all the community can agree on, something we can
unite around. Houssam: The poor guy is not getting any support in Egypt. A lot of Irish people, the MEP Lynn Boylan,
she's really involved in it. The Irish people have given him their support, but a lot more needs to be done. Marwan:
There's a general suspicion of young people, young men in particular. [For a man] there's no such thing as looking
Muslim. There are Muslim guys who decided to wear some sort of dressing or gown. You will not find this in Ireland.
In fact you'd be highly discouraged by the community from doing that, because it might cause some backlash.
Houssam: Six months, maybe a year ago, an anti-Muslim group, Identity Ireland, protested outside the mosque in
Clonskeagh, and they were shut down by all the Irish people. Yara: I think they got 200 first-preference votes, and
that's worrying, because their policy is based solely on racism, xenophobia. Houssam: There was a very positive
response from the Irish people. It was the first time I saw a lot of Irish people come together for the Muslims. They
actually shut them down. I haven't heard of them since. Yara: They had a protest on O'Connell Street, and as they
were getting on to the Luas a group of Irish guys beat them up. So that's amazing. Yara: If you get to the stage where
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the state normalises racism, xenophobia, like France did with the burkini ban, it automatically promotes racism. I think
we're lucky in that sense as well, in that Ireland doesn't condone racism.
RELIGION
'Islam teaches us how to do hardship' Marwan: I see religion as my set of values and morals,
the mechanism that pushes me to have respect for others and to have patience. Houssam: Religion is my way of life.
If you took Islam out of my life I wouldn't have a clue what I'm doing. In Clonskeagh there's a Koranic school [Nurul
Huda]. I was in that school from when I was six until I was 15, from 7am until 8am. So [religious] dedication is planted
by our parents from a young age . Hannah: I practise my religion as well, and starting to wear the hijab was a big
change. When I was younger I used go to the Koranic school, and my mom used to tell us stories about Prophet
Muhammad and the struggles he went through to start Islam as a religion. Yara: Islam is a way of life. What we face
as Muslims in the West or in Ireland is how to adapt your situation with Islam, because we have to change our situation
to be compatible with Islam. Aisha: Islam teaches us many things. One is how to do hardship when things don't go
your way. Islam is very educational in that sense, how you have to stay strong, change yourself for the better or change
the situation you are in. Adapt yourself, become a better person and one day it will work. Dedication always pays off.
Marwan: Every society on campus other than the Islamic one centres most of their events around drinking. So there
are a lot of young Muslims who are looking for that alternative, who don't specifically want to drink to enjoy the
company of others. Hannah: In secondary school I got asked all the time, "Why are you not allowed drink? Why are
you not allowed go to nightclubs?" You just have to explain it to them that it's in our religion. Marwan: I think the
most important thing is to have the confidence and the ability to explain yourself and your religion in a way that others
can understand.
MUSLIMS IN THE MEDIA
'Journalists have token Muslims' Marwan: As Muslims
we need to be more confident in our religion, to the extent that we don't get easily offended. On the other hand our
religion pushes us to be respectful of others and other religions. This is something that we would like to instil in the
people around us. It is important for us to come [to The Irish Times] and experience how things are and what the
newsroom looks like. We're probably the first young Muslims to do so. Yara: We are trying to be more engaged with
the media. Marwan: We're very suspicious of the media. Aisha: The media portrays a bad view of Arabs. Yara: [When
it comes to media coverage] journalists have these token Muslims they go to, but they don't necessarily represent the
majority. Houssam: There are people out there [speaking for Muslims] in the media whom we've never seen in our
lives, in the mosques, in the youth clubs. Marwan: College Islamic societies are elected by the Muslim students to
represent them, to speak on behalf of them. You don't have that on any other level [among Muslims in Ireland], where
you're elected by the community on behalf of the community. The Irish Council of Imams was created too early [in
2006], by people who don't have as much of a stake in this country as we have. Houssam: Muslims are not one body.
We're not unified. There are two main groupings, Sunni and Shia, and just within the Sunnis there are six sects with
different mosques. You can't really come to one guy and ask, 'What do you think?' Patsy McGarry: Imam Umar alQadri has raised the issue of radicalisation among young Muslims at certain mosques in Ireland. [Al-Qadri says
extremism exists here, even if the numbers are small. "Maybe it is only 100, but we as Muslims must condemn them
and we must not remain silent . . . because these people will spread the cancer of extremism to the Muslim youth," he
has said. His claims have not been supported by other Muslim leaders in Ireland.] Is there truth to his claims? Houssam:
I'm the senior youth co-ordinator for Muslim Youth Ireland, and I don't understand where Umar al-Qadri is coming
from. How can he say the Muslim youth are radicalised when he hasn't been to lunch with [a lot of] the youth? [As
far as I know] he hasn't come to the youth centre in Blanchardstown, to the Dundrum one, or the one in Clonskeagh.
So what youth is he speaking about? Marwan: One of our major main aims for the year is to put ourselves forward
and get in contact with all media organisations. Because if we don't put in the effort then anyone can say, "I represent
everyone."
CONFLICT AMONG MUSLIMS IN IRELAND
'We have Muslims who are lost, doing drugs' Houssam: The internal conflict is growing, slowly growing.
Marwan: As an organisation [internal] division is not really something we like to go into. We have a thousand
and one other issues. We have Muslims who are on the streets, lost, doing drugs. There are so many more issues
out there that we should be addressing other than internal issues. Aisha: No matter who'
s speaking there's always a backlash. Someone has an opinion, and it's "Now the Muslims are too liberal. They're
saying they are trying to change their ways and be like non-Muslims." And then you have non-Muslims saying, "The
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Muslims only believe in their own religion. They're not interested in anybody else, they're not integrated into
society." People are already saying enough stuff without you doing anything.
A NEW GENERATION
'Young Muslims want to become entrepreneurs' Marwan: So far we've just had a generation of immigrants here in
Ireland, and all they were worried about was that their children were set. Now you have the newer generation who are
more worried about where our future is. We always have the perspective of the UK next door, who are a few
generations ahead of us, so we're able to see exactly what we need to build.
The old generation didn't really build any infrastructure other than the core ones, the mosques and the core community
organisations.
We get a lot of young Muslims now who want to become entrepreneurs or who want to start community projects or
social projects across the country. This is a new phenomenon. Houssam: Will I stay in Ireland long term? My plan
was to do this course and then a teaching course for two years, to teach at secondary school. At EUR 20,000 a year
it's demotivating, but I'm going to stick at it: a three-year business course and two years for teaching. There are zero
Muslim teachers in Ireland. That's one of the fields where I want to make a change. Education is really, really
important. Marwan: I hope to go into management, to be of benefit to my community and to the national community.
Hannah: I hope to do law. Yara: Teaching is the best way to give back. Aisha: I hope to stay in Ireland. I doubt I'll see
anywhere else as home. So I'm hoping to one day become a physicist, preferably a medical physicist, in research or in
cancer wards in hospitals. Houssam: This is an upcoming young generation. Just from the five of us here you'll see so
many languages, someone in engineering, someone doing business, there are journalists [from our community]
nowadays, and people going into all sorts of fields. We were born here, we're going to third level, we'll join the
workforce. This is the start of Ireland and Muslim young people.
Ireland and Islam A quick guide to the religion here
The Muslim community in Ireland is young. Its oldest organisation, the Islamic Foundation of Ireland, was formed in
1959 by young Muslims who were, in the main, students at the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland, in Dublin.
The first mosque and Islamic centre in Ireland opened in 1976, on Harrington Street in Dublin. Among those who
contributed to it was the late King Faisal bin Abdul Aziz, of Saudi Arabia.
nIn 1981
Kuwait's ministry of religious endowments and Islamic affairs sponsored the first full-time imam for the mosque,
Sheikh Yahya al-Hussein, who is now Ireland's longest-serving imam.
nThe first purpose-built mosque in Ireland was erected at Ballyhaunis, Co Mayo, in 1986; the town also
has a large halal meat plant.
nThe 1991 census recorded
just 3,875 Muslims in the State, many of them refugees from Bosnia, Somalia and Kosovo, as well as asylum seekers
and professionals and workers from other Islamic countries.
nBy the 2011 census Ireland officially had 49,204 Muslims, most of whom were professionals who had arrived during
the Celtic Tiger boom. That figure was believed to be conservative.
nAt a ceremony to mark the 20th anniversary of the Islamic Cultural Centre of Ireland, in
Clonskeagh in Dublin, last November, Minister of State for Equality, Immigration and Integration David Stanton said
that now "the real figure is likely to be in the region of 55,000 to 70,000".
nMore than half of Ireland's Muslims are Asian or African. Many are students from Malaysia, the Gulf states and
Pakistan. The figure also includes an estimated 2,000 doctors. The rest are businessmen, professionals, other workers
and asylum seekers. Some are also Irish and other Europeans who have converted to Islam.
nOverall
Ireland's Muslims are believed to include people from 40 countries. They live in towns and cities all over the island
where they pray at an estimated 60 mosques (mostly in private houses). As with Islam internationally, the vast majority
are Sunni.
nThe Ahlul Bayt Islamic Centre, at Milltown in
Dublin, is the main minority Shia Islamic centre in Ireland. It caters to Shia Muslims from Iran, Iraq, Lebanon,
Pakistan and some Gulf states. It is estimated that about 15 per cent of Muslims worldwide are Shia.
nIn 2014 another minority, the Ahmadiyya Muslim community, opened its Masjid Maryam ( Mosque of Mary), in
Galway.
nThe largest mosque in Ireland - and one of the largest in Europe - is at the 5,000sq m Islamic Cultural Centre of
Ireland, in
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Clonskeagh. It was built and is funded by the Al Maktoum Foundation of the United Arab Emirates. The imam is
Sheikh Hussein Halawa, who is Egyptian. More than 850 children attend its Koranic school; 250 attend the Muslim
National School, which is based at the centre.
nThere are now also Islamic student societies at almost every third-level institution in Ireland. Most operate under the
umbrella Federation of Student Islamic Societies (FOSIS)Ireland.
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The Independent - Daily Edition
January 21, 2017

'As a Muslim American, I've never been more afraid': As the Trump
administration takes office, Muslim American writers and activists share how
they plan to show resistance
JUSTIN CARISSIMO IN NEW YORK
On 17 December, 2015, Donald Trump proposed a complete ban on all Muslims from entering the United States,
sparking outrage and fear in communities across the country. In the summer of 2016, he then promoted the idea of
creating a database to track Muslim Americans that was eventually condemned by hundreds of Silicon Valley
employees who pledged to never help create such a registry. Now, after winning the presidential election thanks to
the support of 58 per cent of all white voters, the former real estate mogul will be sworn into office as the nation's
45th President. In the days ahead of yesterday's inauguration, The Independent asked emerging writers and activists
to weigh in on the following three questions:
1. What does a Trump presidency mean to you?
2. What will the US be like from here on out?
3. How do you plan on resisting?
???Amani Al-Khatahtbeh, founder of MuslimGirl.com:
"The Trump presidency to me is an affirmation of everything that's wrong with our country's past when it comes to
race and understanding. Trump was elected to the highest office based on one of the most divisive and offensive
presidential campaigns in recent memory, largely inflaming economic anxiety by scapegoating minorities and
throwing them under the bus. As a Muslim woman who was a child when 9/11 happened and grew up during the
height of Islamophobia, I never imagined that my fellow countrymen would openly discuss a "Muslim registry"
as an actual policy platform. When he started talking about a ban on Muslim immigration a year ago, it already
became scarier for Muslim women to step out of their homes with a headscarf.
"Now, I fear what this national stamp of approval on anti-Muslim bigotry will mean for my Muslim sisters and
now Muslim children that might have to endure an even worse experience than I did growing up. Even before
the elections, I knew minority communities would have to bear the burden of repairing the damage of this
campaign cycle for years to come. With Trump as President, there's an even more stark reality staring us in
the face for the fight that lies ahead. We don't plan on quieting down anytime soon."
???Faatimah Knight, religious editor at Sapelo Square:
"I am not afraid of Trump. He, more than any candidate for public office I have ever seen showed the fragility of the
human being. He was constantly wrong, uneducated, uncompassionate, misdirected and willfully ignorant. These are
all the aspects of humanity that are flawed, limited and deficient. There is something about Trump that is strikingly
evanescent. At the same time, a mosquito bite still stings even though the mosquito dies shortly after. I'm sure that
some well-meaning people voted for him, but there were others who were attracted to his hateful rhetoric in particular.
It makes one wonder, sadly, about the 'racist next door'. "I never thought that America had resolved its race problem,
but I never wanted to have to see it this intensely, festering and crusting over as I saw this past year. It worries me those who fan the flames of racism because this country has a history. There is something serpentine that works to
capitalise off of people's ignorance, and that cannot be ignored. Trump is the kind of person who even though they
don't deserve to be spoken to nicely, you still must bargain with them because they are holding a bomb. So the
challenge for my community will be navigating this presidency with determinedness and grace. Choosing to be
strategic instead of reactionary because we recognise the delicateness of the situation we face. That will be difficult,
and sometimes we might slip, but we are doing it for ourselves and for what we deserve, not for him."
Sarah Harvard, reporter at Mic:
"The uncertainty of a Trump presidency is what frightens me the most. As a journalist, who happens to be Muslim
American, I'm afraid about what is yet to come for the fourth estate. Without press freedoms, an administration with
fascist ideals will go unchecked. Furthermore, Trump's crusade against the press will only increase the harassment
and violence targeted towards journalism from white nationalist and alt-right extremists."
"As a Muslim American, I've never been more afraid for my civil liberties and safety in the United States. While
historically, Muslims in traditional dress are physically attacked in the US, Trump's plans for heightened surveillance
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and a Muslim database will impact the entire Muslim community and its allies. When our homes are under
surveillance, we're robbed of the very last place we can feel safe and secure. Without our privacy rights and civil
liberties, we're prisoners to our own home."
"I plan on resisting in the only way I know how and can do well: by elevating the voices of marginalised communities
and holding those in power accountable. Now is the time for adversarial journalism. More than ever, journalists have
to come together and push back against any of Trump's attempts to silence or punish the press. I hope other members
of the press join me in these efforts."
"The Trump administration is showing the same sort of short term interest in the financial well-being of lobbies and
special interests at the costs of America's long term economic viability. Increasingly, voters are concerned with this
issue and with issues like special interests' influence over elections ahead of many other issues. What I fear, as a
Muslim and as an American, is that my life in America, in the economy, and in the nation with economic and military
primacy will be worse than my parent's life and that is already appearing to be the case as we look at the appointments
and political maneuvers." ???Nadeem Mazen, city councillor in Cambridge in Massachusetts:
"The most important thing in our lives as Americans are our economic futures, the other aspect that we look at solely
within the Muslim community is this vendetta against Muslim civic organising and Muslim legal defense - this idea
that Muslims have to be attacked by Breitbart, be taken apart by legislation, and that very clever manoeuvres are being
introduced almost inconsequential seeming maneuvers."
"I'm not so worried about certain aspects of Trump's promises and agenda on the campaign trail, what I'm really
worried about is the longstanding mission to demonise the 'other' which is very much in full swing. And the press is
more interested in Trump's incendiary statements than the actual process of rolling back anti-American sentiments.
It's anti-American to ruin someone's religious and spiritual life. It's anti-American to target organisations of a certain
religious affiliation." "One of the most important things we can do is educate journalists on their role. The role of
journalists is not to place the clickbait headline. Trump is willing to be dishonest and escalate the statements to
continue to garner the highest level of attention and dissemination. This has emboldened and has supported his
candidacy and ultimately his election in a way that has taken our journalistic assets from us. Journalism is a truth
seeking process that must be reclaimed."
???Imraan Siddiqi, executive director at the Council on American-Islamic Relations:
"Looking forward at the next four years, I definitely view it as being the greatest challenge I have faced as an American
Muslim and activist and as a leader in my community. Even though anti-Muslim sentiment has been a reality for
decades, especially post-9/11 - there has never been a more open and blatant attempt to marginalise us, as well as
many other minority groups by an incoming President. More concerning than Trump's overarching rhetoric, are
the actual people he's bringing in to staff his cabinet. Many of whom are closely aligned with Islamophobic hate
groups in America, and are seeking to curb the civil liberties of our community."
"This is not a time to sit back and stick one's head in the sand. This is a time to build strong alliances with other
marginalised communities and educate the public on how we will be affected. Right now, we have a few different
projects in the works in collaboration with minority communities and within the interfaith community as well, to stand
together in the face of hate. Through this collaboration, our collective voices will be much stronger in the fight against
hate and bigotry."
Blair Imani, founder of Equality for HER: "For me, a Trump presidency means sustained violence against our most
vulnerable communities. In light of his continued disregard for our most cherished institutions and civil rights leaders,
I am reminded that a Trump presidency also means a war of ideologies and narratives in addition to his plans to
dismantle our public safety nets. Trump's presidency means that resistance and staying woke are no longer optional."
"I'm going to be sharing my knowledge of grassroots organising and protest at every opportunity that presents itself.
I will remember that we are all siblings on this earth and that we are stronger when we are united. I will continue to
resist Trump's narrative despite its increasing prevalence. Finally, I will be editing the Resistance Manual which was
created by Sam Sinyangwe and the entire Campaign Zero team."
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SIR MO BARRED FROM US HOME: Olympic hero hits out over Muslim
ban that keeps him away from his family I'm a knight but Trump's made me
an illegal alien
JOE COSHAN
SIR Mo Farah has said he feels like "an alien" after Donald Trump banned some Muslims from entering the
United States.
The Somalian-born Olympic runner, who is training in Ethiopia, fears Trump could prevent him from
returning to his family, who live in Oregon.
Sir Mo, 33, is a British citizen, but was born in one of the seven banned countries affected by the President's
immigration policies. Citizens from Iraq, Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen have been restricted entrance
to the US for 90 days along with all refugees. And Brits who hold dual nationality or were born in any of the mainly
Muslim countries could also be declined entry to America.
In a statement, the four-time Olympic champion, said: "It's deeply troubling that I will have to tell my children that
daddy might not be able to come home.
"To explain why the president has introduced a policy that comes from a place of ignorance and prejudice.
"On 1st January this year, Her Majesty The Queen made me a Knight of the Realm. On 27th January, President Trump
seems to have made me feel like an alien."
Sir Mo is among thousands of Brits who could be temporarily restricted from visiting the US. Comedian Eddie Izzard,
54, who was born in Yemen and businessman Charles Saatchi, 73, who was born in Iraq, would not be able to get a
US visa., Sad Facejacker star Kayvan Novak, who is British-Iranian and sprinter Adam Gemili may be hit.
Tory MP for Stratford-on-Avon Nadhim Zahawi and Labour MP Keith Vaz, born in Iraq and Yemen respectively,
would also be locked out of the country. Zahawi described the ban as "hugely discriminatory" as he is now unable to
visit his children studying in America.
He tweeted: "I'm a British citizen and so proud to have been welcomed to this country, sad to hear I'll be banned from
the USA based on my country of birth."
Sky News weather presenter Nazaneen Ghaffar is also banned.
It is believed some 250,000 Brits with dual citizenship passports could be barred from entering America.
Yet Osama Bin Laden and all 19 of the 9/11 attackers were from Saudia Arabia or countries whose citizens are still
free to enter the US. Trump signed an executive order to put border control on lockdown from the seven named
countries on Friday. The ban also trapped anyone from those countries living in the US from leaving if they want to
be let back in.
Kim Kardashian tweeted the number of Americans killed annually by Islamic Jihadist immigrants - two compared to the number shot by other Americans - 11,737.
Theresa May was criticised for failing to condemn the ban at first. But after pressure from within her own party,
Downing Street issued a statement saying Mrs May "does not agree" with the ban.
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn called for Trump's state visit to be cancelled until he drops the order.
First Minister Nicola Sturgeon said it "would be wrong" for the visit to go ahead while the ban still stood. And Scots
Tory leader Ruth Davidson backed calls to scrap the visit and urged Trump to rethink his ban. An online petition to
stop the trip had last night hit almost 750,000 names, with up to 1,000 a minute signing up.
Meanwhile, Trump tweeted: "Our country needs strong borders and extreme vetting, NOW. Look what is happening
all over Europe and, indeed, the world - a horrible mess!" news@dailystar.co.uk
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Hate crime victim urges Muslim women to speak out against racist abuse
MAY BULMAN
A Muslim woman who was racially assaulted and spat on by a stranger in a restaurant has urged more female
Muslims who have experienced hate crime to speak out. Nahella Ashraf, 46, was wearing a head scarf when she
was attacked as she sat around a table with four friends in the restaurant in Hammersmith, London.
Ms Ashraf, from Manchester, was left "shaken" after a man sitting behind her, who was "smartly dressed and well put
together", grabbed her from the side and tried to pull her out of her seat, before launching a barrage of racist remarks
and spitting in her face.
"We'd been in there for about 45 minutes and we'd all finished eating. There was a guy sat behind me. I assumed
he was getting up to leave but he grabbed me and was screaming at me," she told The Independent. "He just
grabbed me from the side, my arm. It felt like he was trying to pull me out of my seat. The first thing I remember
him saying was something about him not tolerating people like me. Right in my face. It all happened really fast. I
think the guys behind the counter came out straight away, and got between him and me.
"They asked him what his problem was. He said 'It's not me, how can you have her in here?' and then he spat at me.
He leaned forward past this guy and he spat in my face. As soon as he did that they started pushing him out. As they
were pushing him out, he was just saying something like: 'Her kind of people kill people' and 'They're the problem'
kind of thing. It was racist. He kept saying 'those kinds of people'. He could've grabbed the white woman on the side
of me that would've been easier, but he went for the Muslim woman in the crowd."
Police were called to the incident but the suspect had already fled the scene. Officers were treating the incident
as a racially motivated hate crime. ???Ms Ashraf, who had been working in London during the week as part of her
job as a researcher, said it was the first time she had been physically assaulted because of her race, adding that she
was particularly shocked that it had happened in such a public setting. "I was really shaken up. I was really shocked
that it happened somewhere in public," she said. "I've had people walk past me and shout abuse, but it had never been
to the extent that they've physically touched me. You think it might happen when you're walking late at night on your
own. I'd heard people make comments about me on a bus or a train before, but never when you're in a group."
She added the experience had made her realise that while many female Muslim victims of race hate crime
choose not to talk about their experience, it was important for victims of such crimes to speak out in order to
"set the record straight". "Initially I thought I didn't want to talk about it. But actually it makes me think if it can
happen to me in the centre of London, it's happening everywhere. People just don't seem able to talk about it," said
Ms Ashraf. "I think it's important that we do talk about it. I think it's important for Muslim women themselves to have
a voice in this narrative and actually set the record straight that we aren't the threat."
The researcher, who is a member of campaign organisation Stand Up To Racism, said she and her Muslim
friends had noticed a marked rise in hate crime against them since the EU referendum, but that it had been
steadily rising in recent years. "I think we've seen more since the referendum, there's no doubt about it. Especially in
the first couple of weeks. But definitely over the last couple of years we've become more cautious when we're out and
about," she said.
"A lot of Muslims I know, especially my female Muslim friends, have commented on how it's gotten worse. We're a
bit more careful about where we go. We're an easy target nowadays. It seems to happen more to Muslim women than
to Muslim men, and it's usually men who are targeting us. I think the fact that it's okay for the media to talk about how
we dress ... for any other women it's not really acceptable to comment on how they dress, but when it comes to Muslim
women, it's seen as open season.
"There's this idea that we're all submissive and we're all forced to dress the way we do and we don't have a voice, and
that it's okay for the rest of the world to speak about us on our behalf and make judgements about us. The idea that
I'm somehow against British values is just rubbish."
In response to the attack, Stand Up To Racism's west London branch held a vigil in Hammersmith in protest against
such racist incidents. ???Balwinder Rana, convener of Stand Up To Racism in west London, told The
Independent the organisation had seen a noticeable rise in hate crimes since the EU referendum.
Mr Rana said: "We were very shocked to hear about this incident. Just a few months ago there was a crime against a
Polish centre on the same road. We held a vigil in the area to show solidarity, and I was very pleased with the outcome.

181

Nearly 40 people came out in the cold, and we had a fantastic response from passers-by. Many locals signed up to aid
our cause. The atmosphere around here has changed since the referendum. There has been a spike in these kinds of
crimes. Politicians, and also the media, are mainly to blame for spreading the idea that migrants are to blame for the
nation's problems. Nahella was born and bred in Manchester - so this is affecting more than just migrants. There's a
toxic atmosphere of fear, and we're doing all we can to curb this sentiment."
There was a sharp increase in the number of racially or religiously aggravated crimes recorded by police in England
and Wales following the EU referendum, with a 41 per cent rise in July 2016 compared to the same month the year
before. A survey carried out in December showed most British people believe hate crime had got worse since
the referendum, with 58 per cent feeling they had increased since the referendum in June and 76 per cent
believing hate crime was a problem in the UK today.
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Muslims make a pitch for populist vote as Dutch politics turns sharp right:
With far-right leader Geert Wilders ahead in the polls, progressive Islamic
party hopes to halt rightward drift
Emma Graham-Harrison
Nourdin el Ouali has grown used to far-right attacks on Dutch Muslims, and to dog-whistle politics. But when the
country's prime minister wrote an open letter last week, in effect demanding that minorities integrate or "go away", he
was still shocked.
Mark Rutte's letter comes less than two months before a national election, and after months of watching populist Geert
Wilders rising into the top position in national polls. If the election were held tomorrow his far-right party would
probably be the largest in parliament.
The letter did not directly mention Muslims, and began instead by attacking people who drop litter or spit on buses.
However, in his warning of "something wrong" in Dutch society, the message was clear.
Related: Netherlands PM says those who don't respect customs should leave
Rutte's naked bid to woo far-right voters for the 15 March election prompted scathing criticism across
mainstream society, and worry among Dutch Muslims, who have already endured a sharp rise in hate crime
and say they face regular discrimination in daily life.
"It concerns me a lot, because it's the prime minister who wrote the letter," says Ouali, a Rotterdam native, founder
and city councillor for the progressive Nida party. "You would expect a different role from someone in this position,
to rise above it all, bring people together - not writing this kind of letter where he really in a sneaky way talks about
Dutch identity, implying there are groups [of Dutch citizens] that are a threat to the Dutch way of life."
The failure of mainstream parties to take on xenophobic populism is one reason Ouali waded into local politics himself
three years ago. "They didn't have a good answer on this right-wing discourse and most of all were patronising," he
says. His party, progressive and inspired by Islam, is the embodiment of his values.
"We say we have Rotterdam DNA and Islamic inspiration. We are very diverse when it comes to ethnicity and attitudes
to religion. The confessional inspiration is for values like equality, justice - just like the Christian Democratic party."
Nida has claimed eight seats on local government bodies since it was set up in 2014, appealing to people who felt
alienated by conventional politics.
The shift rightwards in Dutch politics has been happening for over a decade, since firebrand Pim Fortuyn burst on to
the scene in the early 2000s, with a new form of populism that would be adopted by other far-right groups across
Europe.
Gay himself, he eschewed the conservatism of previous far-right groups and instead wooed voters by presenting
himself as champion of the Netherlands' liberal, progressive tradition - in every area except religion, painting Islam
as a looming threat to Dutch security and the Dutch way of life.
Fortuyn was murdered in 2002 but Wilders has since taken up his mantle, trying to push the definition of mainstream
slowly to the right, with rhetoric so extreme that late year last he was convicted of inciting discrimination.
The court ruling only boosted his poll numbers, though, and Rutte's letter appeared to confirm Wilders' political
triumph, after a year that has seen the far right emboldened by Brexit and Donald Trump's victory in the US
presidential elections. That win, and Trump's controversial first days in office, have also helped Wilders by keeping
the issues that he claims are key at the top of the news agenda.
"What the Trump victory does, is bring his issues on the agenda and create the impression that refugees and terrorism
are our key concerns, rather than the welfare state and economic progress," says Cas Mudde, a Dutch political scientist
and specialist in populism and extremism.
The system of proportional representation that first allowed Wilders to flourish makes it unlikely that he will become
prime minister. He would need to rule in coalition, and Rutte's party, the closest ideologically, has already categorically
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ruled out a deal. Wilders says he feels the same; a previous venture into government together collapsed in bitter
acrimony in 2012.
But the apparent adoption of his values by a party that may have courted Wilders' voters but previously rejected his
positions, is worrying for the Netherlands, and dangerous for its minorities, Mudde says.
According to Ouali: "The last year or so, since the 'refugee crisis', Rutte has taken a stronger position, in which he
implies, but never literally says, that there are real Dutch (who seem to be white and non-Muslim) and temporary or
conditional Dutch (who are non-white and Muslim).
"The latter have to adapt to the former, even though many of them are born and raised in the Netherlands, and the
latter are the main problem, not the former - even though we have seen an explosion of physical threats and verbal
violence from the 'natives' towards refugees and anyone defending their right to be in the Netherlands.
"I think we managed to be accepted, because we are born and raised in Rotterdam and we have politicians who were
not born and raised in the city telling us what to do."
The Netherlands often overlooks the extraordinary stories of refugees, he says, pointing to the dramatic transformation
in his own family. "My father came here in the early 1960s, and he cannot write or read. If you see what happened in
one generation, you can really talk about a revolution."
He refuses to accept that Wilders is setting the course for the future. "I am concerned, but I always say that pessimism
is for those who can afford it, and optimism is for those who don't have any other option. I see myself in the second
group."
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Refugee children in Luxembourg make their New Year wishes
By Ennas Al Sharifi
It was a year ago, last winter, that many refugees celebrated their first new year in Luxembourg with hope, safe from
the horrific memories of what they escaped and the journeys they took. This was all they had.
Now those same refugees spent a second winter and new year away from their homelands, keeping many wishes
hidden inside their hearts, now afraid that society may no longer accept them, given their situation and what
happened in Europe over the past year, using the name of Islam.
In fact refugees have been forced to leave their lives in Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan behind and cut off ties. Because
of terrorists many stay in Luxembourg scared for the same reasons that European citizens are.
All refugee families feel tremendous shame for the terrible events that took place last year in France, Belgium
and Germany and have to explain to the whole world that they are not terrorists because they are Muslim, as
some sections of society still don't understand this.
In the new year though, I like to talk to the children concerned about their wishes for the future as they tend to tell the
truth with an innocent outlook on life.
Refugee children in Weilerbach foyer for example, were very keen and excited to tell me their wishes for the future
as we decided to play a game whereby they had five minutes to write one wish each on a sheet of paper.
For those too young to write, I told them to simply describe their wishes.
The first wish was from Mustafa a seven-year-old boy from Iraq. He wrote the words"To be a bird and fly away."
Sedra from Syria is eight years old and stated she wanted to be with her father, still in Syria. She said her father equals
love.
And that was a common theme. Many of the children wrote "love" on their paper.
"Freedom" wrote 10-year-old Suha from Iraq who said that her wish was that "she just wanted to be free."
Fatima from Palestine is 13 and wrote just one word "MAISON". She said that the only thing she needs right now is
a home because "I wish to study in a room of my own."
Tamer from Syria, 11 years old wrote "Hope, for a new start."
Many of the children wondered what they should write about with mixed feelings of sadness at missing relatives and
friends, to joy having escaped the environment of war.
"I wish I could be the sun to shine everywhere and make children warmer in winter", Sema from Syria wrote.
Five-year-old Hamza from Syria came to tell he didn't know how to write because he's too young, but whispered in
my ear that he wants a "thick moustache and to be strong man."
On that note I said farewell the children of Weilerbach and visited another foyer located in Bollendorf-pont near the
German border.
This time I tried something a little different. I asked the children to draw their wishes as a way of feeling comfortable
in expressing their aspirations.
Shams from Iraq is 12 and drew a meaningful and touching picture of two girls, one wearing a hijab, the other with a
cross around her neck. I asked her the meaning of the drawing. "I hope that I will be accepted in this new society and
that I will see my old friends again."
An eight-year-old boy from Afghanistan drew a home with a tree and told me he simply "wanted to be happy."
10-year-old Yasmin from Iraq said she "didn't want to feel alone inside".
Ali from Syria wishes he could be playing with his cousins in the afternoon under the sun.
The final drawing came from Aiman, aged 10 with his wish "to be away from the war."
All of these wishes should be achieved. None of the children were asking for much, simply a prosperous future. Let's
hope their wish lists become reality lists soon.
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