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About the Compendium

This is a monthly compendium of news reports and judgement pieces published in the Western media
during July 2017 on issues related to Islam and Muslims. The Western media is generally found to be
painting Islam and Muslims as a global threat and danger for the world peace. It has launched an
unethical smear campaign against Islam and Muslims, which is becoming intense by the day and from
the standpoint of the Western media audience such an unfair portrayal of Islam is likely to be highly
Islamophobic and conflictual.
To monitor and catalogue the ever-increasing frequency of the Western media’s negative packaging
of Islam and Muslims, the Centre for Research on Islam and Global Media (CRIGM) collects
within two covers the news stories and leading articles carried in the Western press every month. The
articles are culled based on the known indicators of Islamophobia, and found abundant negative
contents, highlighted, and published them in a bound form. CRIGM is not only observing western
media on issues concerning Islam and Muslim societies but has an eye out for the entire array of the
Western media including the electronic, broadcast, online and the social media as well. Shortly, we
shall start publishing separate medium-specific reports as well.
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Editorial

Many would believe that once Donald Trump’s anti-Muslim rhetoric was just an electioneering trick,
and once he is in White House, he, being the president of the most powerful country, would act wise.
No. Nada. Nothing has happened since November 8 last, the day an overwhelming majority of
Americans voted the Republican’s nominee into power. Negativity, or one must say outright hatred,
towards the Muslim is trending upward by the member of the public and opinion makers in the US,
the land which would boast its principles above faith and creed. Islamophobia gets an official
credence when the head of the State is indulged in inflammatory actions and words. He tried to ban
the entry of Muslims to the US, which thankfully was thwarted by the courts. Courts may ban the
presidential actions, being deemed anti-America’s great foundations, but they may not nip the trend,
which is not confined to America now. On July 9, a bag stamped with a swastika and containing a
pig’s head was thrown at an Islamic school in Brisbane, Australia. Of course, America, being the
world leader, sets in the trends the world over. Though leaving a pig head at the mosque might be
disgusting and provoking, incidences of anti-Muslim harassment, such as arson and vandalism at
mosques and bullying at schools have become an order of the day. A Pew survey found that half of
the Muslims in the US say that in 2016, they have faced some discrimination, such as being treated
with distrust, threatened or called an offensive name. The number is likely to increase this year. Sixtyfour percent of those with a more distinct Muslim identity said they had recently faced some type of
discrimination.
In these trying times, if one thinks so, the role of the US mass media is very important. It seems the
US media is not taking anti-Muslim harassment and violence a top news. The media at times is is
hogged with anti-Semitism maters while hate speech against Muslims is very conveniently shelved
or downplayed. In its 2015 "hate crime" statistics, the FBI reported some 664 anti-Semitic incidents
and 257 anti-Muslim incidents. Those are crimes, not speeches, as Northern Wyoming Daily News
wrote on July 29, 2017.
The sorry state of Islamphobic cannot be blamed on the whole world, as the extremist Muslims have
also chipped in a large share in the hate trends. The game changer 9/11 was all planned, executed and
claimed by the Muslim militants. The emergence of the so called Islamic State in Iraq, Syria and parts
of Europe will only flame sentiments against the Muslims.
The problem is not likely to go away very soon. Its growth, however, can be stemmed by taking
appropriate and instant measures. All faiths need to start finding common grounds among religion
and promote acceptance and respect of the differences. The biggest responsibilities, however, lies
with the Trump administration. It needs to take corrective measures and embrace the Muslims living
in the US. The gesture will have its far-reaching impacts on the world over.
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Introduction

Centre for Research on Islam and Global Media (CRIGM) at Department of Media and
Communication Studies (DMCS), International Islamic University Islamabad (IIUI), Pakistan,
publishes its monthly report on western media’s negative portrayal of Islam and Muslims entitled
“Islam and Muslims in the Global Media”. This compendium, 7th edition, presents the recent
Islamophobic contents traced through western Media and sheds light on leading articles and media
reports identified as anti-Islam and anti-Muslims from different US, European and Australian
publications. It highlights the polemical approaches and negativities by presenting them in the form
of bold in text. These reports and opinion pieces were retrieved from LexisNexis database and
websites of various news organizations during the month of July 2017. The search (key) words were
‘Islam’ and ‘Muslims’ and media from United States & North America, Europe & United Kingdom
and Australia & New Zealand were selected for data retrieval. Out of more than 4,000 pages of
published news reports and articles retrieved as a result of search on the key words, some of the
reports being highly negative in nature are documented in the present compendium.
The previous editions of this compendium have covered many Islamophobic contents since the day
President Donald Trump started his election campaign and found media helping in spreading hatred
of Muslims across the world and particularly in the western societies. Media were often found fueling
the flame to further strengthen the Islamophobic attitudes among non-Muslims in Western parts of
the world. Islamophobia in the West particularly United States is touching the peak of hate against
Islam and Muslims and has increased anti-Muslims hate crimes such as burning the worship places
(Mosques), snatching the hijabs, throwing dead animals in holy places, wall chalking against Islam
and Muslims, killing innocent and peaceful citizens, naming the men with beard as terrorists, stabbing
students, acid attacks on innocent Muslim girls, hitting the cars to Muslim worshippers and blowing
up the houses of Muslims, have recently become very common in western societies.
Hate crimes involving racial and religious discrimination have soared at an unprecedented rate. A
British newspaper – The Independent – reports a prompting warning that minority groups in the UK
feel "more vulnerable than ever". Similarly, hate crimes against regional police forces also rose
considerably particularly after EU referendum. Some incidents reported in media also include; a
Muslim woman being dragged along the pavement by her hijab, two Polish men being attacked in the
street, killing one of them, and a Muslim man and woman being squirted with acid, leaving them with
life-changing injuries. A similar horrific and senseless crime which shaken the community was the
killing of a Muslim teenager when she walked with friends near Mosque in Virginia. Police think the
killing grew out of a “road rage” dispute but how could you blame Muslims for fearing that she was
targeted for her faith?
Media negativities are summarized in the Summary Analysis section of this compendium; however,
inner pages provide detailed news reports to make readers understand how Western media is
constructing Islam and Muslims.
The Centre is highly indebted to Professor Dr. Suliman Abdullah Aba Al-Khail, Pro-Chancellor IIUI
and Rector Al-Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University, Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia;
Professor Dr. MasoomYasinzai, Rector IIUI and Professor Dr. Ahmed Yousif Ahmed Al-Draiweesh
for their relentless support and guidance in making this initiative possible.
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How to read it
Centre for Research on Islam and Global Media (CRIGM) has compiled this book having the
ease of readers in mind. For quick readers the anti-Islam and Muslims contents have been bolded and
underlined. The Summary/round up of each region has been presented separately. To read negative
contents in its context, the whole news stories are given region wise. The negative contents against
Islam, Muslims and Muslim Societies have been picked up and placed separately in the beginning of
this compendium with the name of Highlights, references have also been placed at the end of every
highlight, one can approach the story by the reference on the website of particular news organization
to get its exact location on the newspaper to check the agenda of certain newspapers regarding Islam
and Muslims. To stay in touch with Centre for Research on Islam and Global Media (CRIGM) one
may subscribe Youtube channel, Facebook page, Whatsapp group and website of CRIGM, Centre
keeps its readers updated on daily basis. The detail of Social media links is given at the end of the
book. In the social media chapter at the end of this monthly compendium readers may read whole the
stories remaind viral in the months of July 2017 with its originating date and time, reader may also
visit the link given at the end of the story.
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Methodology of Data Collection
The Centre for Research on Islam and Global Media (CRIGM) has adopted a comprehensive
strategy to monitor the Islamophobic content in the Western media as we see that Islamophobia has
been on rise critically in the West and at times it turns violent as in the case of US Presidential
elections 2016 and furthermore on Friday 27 January by Donald Trump’s Executive order of Banning
entry from seven Majority-Muslim countries – Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen
and then revised version of Executive order excluding Iraq from the list of seven countries, it remained
halted over six Muslim-Majoritity countries and now Court’s approved executive order having an
article of ‘Bona Fied’ relationship is most likely to be the part of US indefinite strategy against the
Muslim countries.
Whereas, so many hate related incidents, have been reported against Muslims because of their faith
and identity. This situation demands an extensive and thorough approach to counter prejudice against
Islam and Muslims in the West. Muslims need multi-faceted approach for this purpose, by keeping
the situation in view the CRIGM has initiated the most important and the basic one by observing and
monitoring the Islamophobic discourse in the Western globalized media, this will help us to
comprehend the prevailing state and level of hatred and hostility towards Islam and Muslims.
CRIGM has developed a mechanism to monitor and observe the Western media regularly to obtain
relevant content, CRIGM team closely watches Western media and emphasizes on news stories and
contents related to Islam and Muslims to collect the data. We examine all the news contents in the
Western media on Islam and Muslims and focus on those stories where Muslims are being portrayed
negatively or reported as victims of bigotry and prejudice. We have categorized Western media into
three regions, United States & North America, Europe & United Kingdom and Australia & New
Zealand. CRIGM maintains daily media watch by monitoring all forms of media including Electronic
media, Print Media, online and Social Media. CRIGM is also utilizing the corporate data
dissemination services like LexisNexis to get the most relevant content. Data of this very monthly
compendium has been collected through online data service provider LexisNexis by searching news
contents related to two words Islam and Muslims for the period of July, 2017 and comprising of
regions of United states, Australia and Europe & UK. This has provided hundreds of news stories
related to Islam and Muslims and we have read each story thoroughly and used those stories as our
data where hatred and negativities have been found against Muslims and Islam. We have highlighted
and underlined the Islamophobic content in news stories also give whole text to provide full context
of stories so that readers can have clear idea about the perspective and background of news stories of
prejudice and bigotry against Muslims and Islam in the Western media.
This very monthly compendium consists of only print media news contents of three regions, USA,
Australia and Europe & UK and stumilatng social media discourses against Islam and Muslims. We
have collected data from diverse news websites of main stream newspapers as well as regional
newspapers of those three regions through LexisNexis, this will provide us more detailed views and
picture of Western media. We collected this data by monitoring content of news stories, opinion based
stories, special reports and letters to editors.
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Summary Analysis of the US Print Media Contents Against Islam and Muslims
(July 2017)
As a minority religion in a predominantly Christian nation, Muslims have traversed numerous
challenges and pressures for centuries. Islamophobia is not new to American society but the level of
Islamophobic rhetoric and behavior as exhibited by President Donald Trump is new. Islamophobia
and Islamophobic ideas (the belief Muslim people are inherently inferior) are currently more common
than ever. This may come as a shock when one considers America's long history of prejudices. But
even the founders of United States did not hold such Islamophobic beliefs. One may ask: how is this
possible when Muslim Americans lived through slavery, discrimination and the post-9/11 age? These
were all indeed frustrating times for Muslim Americans and, on another hand, many Americans
exhibited Islamophobic rhetoric and behaviors. But the sad truth is: America may be witnessing its
most Islamophobic president ever.
Never before has a president explicitly targeted Muslim people simply because of their faith. Never
before has a president called "for a complete and total shutdown of Muslims entering the United
States." And never before has a president implemented such pointedly Islamophobic policies, such as
Trump's Muslim travel ban. Nearly three-quarters of U.S. Muslims view Trump as unfriendly to them,
according to a Pew Research Center recently released report. Sixty-two percent say Americans do not
view Islam as part of mainstream American Society, after a presidential election that saw a surge in
hostility toward Muslims and immigrants. The last several months have seen an uptick in reports of
anti-Muslim harassment, including arson and vandalism of mosques and bullying at schools. In the
Pew survey, nearly half of U.S. Muslims say they have faced some discrimination in the last year,
such as being treated with distrust, threatened or called an offensive name.
Muslim Americans may have distinct religious cultures, but the fear stoked by the election of Donald
Trump is not turning Muslim Americans into more alienated citizens. They strongly identify with
their fellow Americans and the United States. Over nine out of every 10 Muslims said that they are
proud to be American. This is an incredible finding given that three out of every four Muslims polled
reported that their community faces a lot of discrimination in America.
L. Brent Bozell writes in his news story published in Northern Wyoming Daily News on July 29,
2017 that our very secular national media have a favorite narrative when it comes to "hate speech"
and religion. Since 9/11, our national sin is "Islamophobia." Anti-Semitism continues to exist in
isolated pockets, but it's so... yesterday. "Hate speech" against Muslims is now a top-shelf matter for
the politically concerned.
According to the findings from Pew Research Center’s 2017 survey of U.S. Muslims the most of the
Muslims (60%) also perceive media coverage of Muslims and Islam as unfair, and a similar share
(62%) think the American people as a whole do not see Islam as part of mainstream American society.
These views are largely echoed by U.S. adults overall, many of whom agree that media coverage of
Muslims is unfair and say they personally do not see Islam as part of mainstream society.
But tension is not the only thing that defines the relationship between Muslims and the rest of the
U.S. population. Six-in-ten U.S. Muslims say they have a lot in common with most Americans. And
Muslims are much more likely to say the American people, in general, are friendly toward Muslims
in the country (55%) than to view Americans as a whole as unfriendly (14%). (Three-in-ten say
Americans are generally neutral toward Muslims.) Moreover, U.S. Muslims have become
slightly more likely to view the American public as friendly toward them since 2011, when 48% took
this position.
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Summary Analysis of the European Media Contents against Islam and Muslims
(July 2017)
After the incident of 9/11, the religion of Islam and its followers Muslims are being portrayed as
negative in the Western media. Muslims are much concerned about their portraying of negative
stereotypes in the Western media. As a research centre of the Public Sector University in the capital
of Islamic Republic of Pakistan, CRIGM (Centre for Research on Islam and Global Media) aims to
become a voice of these Muslims by highlighting the negative image of Islam and Muslims that is
being shown in the Western media. Due to this, the Muslims are also experiencing the issues of antiIslamic rhetoric, hate crimes, religious discrimination, shouting on Muslim hijab girls etc. in the
countries of Europe as well. So the CRIGM tried to find out the Islamophobic discourses in the
European newspapers. The published material in the European newspapers of the month of July 2017
have been collected and analyzed for this purpose. The news stories, features, columns etc. were
analyzed by matching the indicators of Islamophobia.
The Islamophobic discourse that have been found in European print media like the attacks against
Muslims have become more aggressive and fear of being assaulted is spreading among some in the
community following the series of terrorist attacks in the UK, according to campaigners, as
Islamophobic crimes rose by 13 per cent in London in the last year. The "base line" of anti-Muslim
hate crime had gone up after the incidents in Westminster, Manchester and London Bridge. There
was an increase in the number of Muslim women being spat on and having their hijabs tampered with,
particularly on public transport.
People are more aware of what anti-Muslim attacks might look like, but it's still under reported.
There's so much fear within the community, there's concern around safety and a lack of trust between
the community and the police. The manner of attacks is becoming more aggressive in the last few
months compared to previous years; anything that looks visibly Muslim gets attacked. In the month
before the Manchester Arena suicide bombing, which killed 23 people including the lone terrorist, 25
attacks in the city were reported, which dramatically rose to 139 hate crimes in June.
Women who are visibly Muslim have shared that they are now more cautious when travelling in
public places, particularly as there have been many examples of anti-Muslim hate crimes reported in
the media. Over the past year, racist and religious hate crime rose by 18 percent in London. People
who visibly express their faith are targeted, like old men walking to a mosque or women in hijabs. It
is a huge concern, people are anxious and scared, and the rise in hate crime is alarming.
Figures released by London's mayor Sadiq Khan showed a fivefold increase in Islamophobic attacks
within days of the London Bridge atrocity, and a 40pc rise in racist incidents, compared with the daily
average so far, this year. In one documented case, a Muslim surgeon who helped save the lives of
several people wounded in the Manchester blast, was racially abused and labelled a "terrorist".
Figures show there are nearly 7,000 anti-Muslim hate crimes a year. Between March 2016 and March
2017, there were 143,920 anti-Muslim or anti-Islamic Tweets sent from the UK - this amounts to 393
a day.
ChildLine showed that Muslim children seem to be bearing the brunt of a 69 per cent increase in
playground racism with "bomber" and "terrorist" being used all too frequently.
There is clear evidence that British Muslims are discriminated against in the labour market - 19.8%
of the Muslim population is in full-time employment, compared with 34.9% in the overall population,
and 7.2% of Muslims are unemployed against 4% in the overall population. At a rally in Manchester
in June, Ms. Waters told the crowd: "Islam is a killing machine."
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Highlights of Negative Contents from US Media
(July 2017)
1. A bag marked with a swastika and containing a pig’s head was left at the front gate of an
Islamic school in Brisbane, Australia, this week(The New York Time, JULY 19, 2017).
2. Although he has a long history of making inflammatory statements about what he calls
"Islamic fascism," and he was an architect of the ban on travelers from six majority-Muslim
countries, Bannon is not reflexively anti-Muslim.( Chicago Tribune, July 31, 2017).
3. Nearly three-quarters of U.S. Muslims view Trump as unfriendly to them, according to a Pew
Research Center report released Wednesday. Sixty-two percent say Americans do not view
Islam as part of the mainstream after a presidential election that saw a surge in hostility toward
Muslims and immigrants.
The last several months have seen an uptick in reports of anti-Muslim harassment, including
arson and vandalism at mosques and bullying at schools. In the Pew survey, nearly half of
U.S. Muslims say they have faced some discrimination in the last year, such as being treated
with distrust, threatened or called an offensive name. That percentage is only a slight increase
over previous surveys.
However, the figure is much higher for respondents who said they were more visibly identified
as Muslim, for example by a head covering, or hijab, for women. Sixty-four percent of those
with a more distinct Muslim identity said they had recently faced some type of discrimination.(
Post & Courier (Charleston, SC), July 30, 2017).
4. Islamophobia is not new to America, but the level of Islamophobic rhetoric and behavior
exhibited by President Donald Trump is new.
One may ask: How is this possible when Muslim Americans lived through slavery,
discrimination and the post-9/11 age? These were all indeed trying times for Muslim
Americans and, yes, many Americans exhibited Islamophobic rhetoric and behaviors in these
instances. But the sad truth is: America may be witnessing its most Islamophobic president
ever.
Never before has a president explicitly targeted Muslim people simply because of their faith.
Never before has a president called "for a complete and total shutdown of Muslims entering
the United States." And never before has a president implemented such pointedly
Islamophobic policies, such as Trump's Muslim travel ban.
Islamophobia and Islamophobic ideas (the belief Muslim people are inherently inferior) are
currently more common than ever. This may come as a shock when one considers America's
long history of prejudices. But even the founders of the United States did not hold such
Islamophobic beliefs( The Gainesville Sun (Florida) July 28, 2017).
5. Our very secular national media have a favorite narrative when it comes to "hate speech" and
religion. Since 9/11, our national sin is "Islamophobia." Anti-Semitism continues to exist in
isolated pockets, but it's so ... yesterday. "Hate speech" against Muslims is now a top-shelf
matter for the politically concerned.
And, like falafel from heaven, they can now attach this Islamophobic hatred to President
Trump and his "travel ban." But how newsworthy is this anti-Muslim wave in the United
States when compared to similar crimes against Jews? The actual numbers do not matter. In
its 2015 "hate crime" statistics, the FBI reported some 664 anti-Semitic incidents and 257 antiPage | 12

Muslim incidents. Those are crimes, not speeches.( Northern Wyoming Daily News, July 29,
2017).
6. Sarah Hassan plans to celebrate her 22nd birthday in September with a woman who earlier
this week here was a stranger threatening to kill her and all Muslims
she was yelling at the sisters, "We're going to kill all ya..We're going to kill every single one
of you (expletive) Muslims."(The Bismarck Tribune, July 28, 2017).
7. Muslim Americans may have distinct religious cultures, but the fear stoked by the election of
Donald Trump is not turning Muslim Americans into more alienated citizens. They strongly
identify with their fellow Americans and the United States. Over nine out of every 10 Muslims
said that they are proud to be American. This is an incredible finding given that three out of
every four Muslims polled reported that their community faces a lot of discrimination in
America.
How to interpret this data in light of unprecedented number of attacks on mosques and Muslim
individuals? It is likely that in response to anti-Muslim violence, many non-Muslims are
reaching out to Muslims like never before(The Indianapolis Star (Indiana) July 27, 2017).
8. "I heard a typical Islamophobic rant from one of the onlookers. It could be condensed into the
sentiment: 'You are a Muslim, and what you believe in not compatible with our values,
therefore you don't belong here,'" Ahmed said(The Post-Crescent (Appleton, Wisconsin) July
26, 2017).
9. The Pew Research Center on Wednesday released the results of a far-reaching new survey of
Muslims nationwide that highlighted a broad sense of anxiety and unease about their place in
the United States and with a president who most consider unfriendly toward Muslims.
"Overall, Muslims in the United States perceive a lot of discrimination against their religious
group, are leery of President Donald Trump and think their fellow Americans do not see Islam
as part of mainstream U.S. society," the study's authors wrote.( The Washington Post, July 26,
2017).
10. As I noted in a prepared statement before the Senate Judiciary Committee in May 2017, this
was the second-highest number of anti-Muslim hate crimes since FBI record-keeping began
in 1992. Not only did anti-Muslim crime cases rise numerically in 2015, they also grew as a
percentage of all hate crime. They now account for 4.4 percent of all reported hate crime even
though Muslims are estimated to be only 1 percent of the population.
From 2002 to 2014, the number of respondents who stated that Islam was more likely to
encourage violence doubled from 25 percent to 50 percent, according to Pew research. A June
2016 Reuters/Ipsos online poll found that 37 percent of Americans had a somewhat or very
unfavorable view of Islam, topped only by antipathy for atheism at 38 percent.( The Shawnee
News-Star (Oklahoma) July 22, 2017).
11. "Sorry no room for Muslims in our government," wrote Chris Siemers.(The Washington Post
July 21, 2017).
Sieting previously defended his First Amendment right to publish whatever he wants on his
Facebook page, including numerous anti-Muslim and other controversial posts. One post he
shared made a call to "Kill every last Muslim."(The Record-Eagle (Traverse City, Michigan)
July 20, 2017).
12. Center officials point to its founder, Brigitte Gabriel, who has said that Muslims who follow
the teachings of the Quran cannot be loyal citizens of the United States(The Virginian - Pilot
(Norfolk, VA.) July 20, 2017).
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13. That lesson also teaches that a key part of Islam and Muslim relations with non-believers is a
requirement to "abhor the enemies of Allah and their hostilities."
The language in 2016-2017 Saudi textbooks that calls for killing people who engage in
adultery, anal sex, apostasy, or certain supposed acts of sorcery are not the only passages that
encourage violence against those who act in a manner inconsistent with the state's vision of
Islam(Congressional Documents and Publications, July 19, 2017).
14. It just wasn't as pure a caliphate as they expected
The manner of the women inside the dorm is very different, it's very far from Islam. Harsh
manner, gossiping, shout each other, backbiting and fighting between the women and, oh, I
was very surprised when I see that.
I'm not far from the beach. I used to go to beach every weekend in a bikini.
WALSH (on camera): In a bikini?
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE (through translator): Yes, in a bikini.
They look to the European men that they are here and in ISIS, they are strong men, you know,
with guns and they can protect them. It's an idea that's just like movies. Many of them was
very shocked because when they got married from a man, you know, three, four days, one
month, they divorced.( CNN, July 16, 2017).
15. They claim rising anti-Muslim sentiment and fear is driving towns and cities to unfairly deny
their applications to build or open mosques by applying unreasonably strict zoning rules to
them that they would not require of other faith groups.
From New York to Minnesota, Muslims are fighting back with discrimination lawsuits. They
have found an ally in the U.S. Department of Justice, which has begun investigations and filed
its own lawsuits against these cities and towns.
In Bayonne, the same kind of "ugliness" has surfaced from anti-Muslim opponents as seen in
other places, said Adeel Abdullah Mangi, an attorney representing Muslim groups in the
Bernards and Bayonne lawsuits. Anti-mosque fliers were put in children's mailboxes at
school.( Courier-Post (Cherry Hill, New Jersey) July 16, 2017).
16. Jeff Sieting, the president of Kalkaska Village, posted a call on Facebook to kill all Muslims.
One of his posts appears to be pulled from a North Carolina-based blog called "NC Renegade,"
titled "Kill them all, every last one." The post calls Muslims "dangerously destructive to
society" and compares Islam to a "flesh-eating bacteria" and a "death cult."
I'm the farthest thing from "flesh-eating bacteria." The closest I've ever been to a death cult
was the last time I was at a Black Friday sale. I'm not "destructive to society."
Sadly, posting and reposting blind hate on social media is destructive. In the digital age, that
radical anti-Muslim hate bacteria was rapidly transmitted from Michigan to Virginia and
elsewhere in a keystroke. That viral post made national news, which empowers haters all the
way over here in Virginia to put me in the cross hairs.
If Sieting believes in God, then he has something in common with Muslims. Allah is just
Arabic for "God." Muslims believe in one God, the same God as that of Abraham, Moses and
Jesus Christ (Peace Be Upon Him).
Islam embraces Jews and Christians believing that God gave three books to the world, the
Torah, the Holy Bible and the Holy Quran. We are all "the People of the Book."
If I could speak directly to Sieting, I would ease his mind by telling him that I would never
harm him, nor would the hundreds of Muslims I know. The people he and others fear are not
acting as any Muslim should- just as those who were part of the Inquisition, the Salem witch
trials, the Ku Klux Klan, the genocide of Native Americans, abortion clinic bombings, the
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Holocaust and any act of hatred or injustice were not acting as good Christians.( Detroit Free
Press (Michigan) July 16, 2017).
17. Yesterday in upstate New York, anti-Muslim groups staged a rally outside a small religious
community called Islamberg. State police formed a protective cordon outside the settlement's
gates to prevent a confrontation. Now, Islamberg has existed since the 1980s without any
history of violence or criminal activity, but the community has become a fixation for hate
groups and the right-wing media, who say without evidence that it is being used as a terrorist
training camp. North Country Public Radio's Brian Mann reports.
BRIAN MANN: On a dusty dirt road in the Western foothills of the Catskill Mountains, birds
chatter in the trees. And faintly in the distance, you can hear the Muslim call to prayer. This
is Islamberg, a deeply private community of mostly African-American Muslim families
established in the 1980s. About 200 people live here. Like a lot of religious communities in
America, it was conceived as a place for families to live and worship apart from mainstream
society. The residents of Islamberg declined repeated requests to talk to NPR. They say they
just prefer to be left alone. Neighbors on this country road say after so many decades, the
people of Islamberg are completely accepted.( NPR Weekend All Things Considered, July
16, 2017).
18. Netanyahu said that "recently we have witnessed a rise of extremist forces that seek to destroy
not only the Jews, but of course the Jewish state as well, but well beyond that. ... The zealots
of militant Islam, who seek to destroy you, seek to destroy us as well. We must stand against
them together."
Pro-Palestinian and other activists protested Netanyahu's appearance in Paris, criticizing
Jewish settlement policy and the blockade of Gaza.
Macron condemned an attack last week that killed two Israeli police officers at a Jerusalem
shrine revered by Jews and Muslims, and said he is committed to Israel's security -- but warned
that continued Jewish settlement construction threatens peace efforts.( The Salt Lake Tribune,
July 16, 2017).
19. These ugly threats come from people who also spout anti-Muslim, xenophobic and whitesupremacist beliefs. Their sole agenda is to silence and discredit me because I am an effective
leader for progress, a Palestinian-American and Brooklyn-born Muslim woman. In short, I am
their worst nightmare.
I began my work as director of the Arab American Association of New York in the wake of
the horrific attacks of 9/11. As crisis after crisis struck Arab and Muslim communities, from
the backlash to the "Ground Zero mosque" to the anti-Muslim hearings held by Rep. Peter
King, a New York Republican, to the rampant surveillance of New York City's Muslim
communities, I became more vocal about Islamophobia's terrible impact on my community,
city and country. Because of that, I become a target of the Islamophobia industry, a wellfunded group of organizations and spokesmen who fuel anti-Muslim sentiment through
misleading narratives, propaganda, local policies and the vilification of Muslim activists and
public figures.
I honored Ricky John Best, Taliesin Myrddin Namkai-Meche and Micah Fletcher, who saved
two young African-American women, one of them Muslim, in Portland, Oregon, when they
were attacked by a white supremacist. Both Best and Namkai-Meche lost their lives that day.
Now comes the malicious twisting of the speech I gave at the Islamic Society of North
America's 54th annual convention.
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In my speech I sent not a call to violence, but a call to speak truth to power and to commit to
the struggle for racial and economic justice. I was speaking to an all-Muslim audience; as an
American, I should be free to share and discuss scripture and teachings of my beloved Prophet.
My statements were clear, and my activism track record is even clearer: My work has always
been rooted in nonviolence as espoused by the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Most disturbing
about this recent defamation campaign is how it is focused on demonizing the legitimate yet
widely misunderstood Islamic term I used, "jihad," which to majority of Muslims and
according to religious scholars means "struggle" or "to strive for." This term has been hijacked
by Muslim extremists and right-wing extremists alike, leaving ordinary Muslims to defend
our faith and in some cases silenced. It sets a dangerous precedent when people of faith are
policed and when practicing their religion peacefully comes with consequences.( Plain Dealer
(Cleveland, OH) July 14, 2017).
20. Well, Sarsour was a key speaker of anti-Trumpism at this event, and she's used that fame to
fuel forward her radicalized Muslim views. Most recently, she suggested jihad against Trump
though she insists her use of that word was for peaceable purposes only. That when she says
jihad -- the word the world knows to mean violent overthrow -- she simply means discussion
and debate, diplomatic resistance and peaceful opposition.
In a videotaped speech to the Annual Islamic Society of North America, ISNA, Sarsour said:
"Why, sisters and brothers, why are we so unprepared. Why are we so afraid of this
administration and the potential chaos that they will ensue on our community. We already saw
their potential when they come out every few weeks, Muslim ban one, Muslim ban two. ...
They are relentless, they are persistent and consistent and persistent. They want to see how
much we as a community can endure. I want to see who our friends are and how hard we are
going to fight back against this administration."
OK. So she didn't call for the suicide bombers. But she used the word associated with Islamic
suicide bombers just the same. She also made it clear that a key duty of a Muslim in America
is to resist assimilation. That's not just un-American. That's a call that evokes images of
violence.
Another?
To remain in a perpetual state of outrage and anger. Read on.
Sarsour's words: "We have to stay outraged. ... We as a Muslim community in these United
States of America have to be perpetually outraged ... when I wake up in the morning and I
remember whose sitting in the White House, I am outraged."( The Washington Times, 14 July
2017).
21. This comes as part of a global trend of increasing religious harassment, particularly for
Muslims in Europe.A congregation of Evangelical Christians sing hymns at the First Baptist
Church in Provo. Christians make up more than 70 percent of the American population. (Ari
Davis)( The Daily Universe: Brigham Young University, July 13, 2017).
22. Pankaj Jain, a Mumbai businessman whose SM Hoax Slayer website combats misinformation
on social media, said that while "hoaxes are nothing new, technology has aggravated it."
The most dangerous stories play on India's political and religious divisions. One site,
Newspur.in, has run stories claiming that cricket star Virat Kohli supported the construction
of a controversial Hindu temple, attributing provocative statements to Muslim actor Irrfan
Khan and alleging that Muslim clerics had issued a fatwa against a pro-government news
anchor. All were debunked.( Los Angeles Times, July 13, 2017).
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Highlights from the European Newspapers’ Stories
1. Far-right rally will take place close to republican parade
During the interview, Ms. Bunting suggested that the Koran - the holy book of Islam
encourages people to commit rape but was criticised after being unable to cite references.
Ms Bunting also admitted she has never met a Muslim or read the Koran.
"I believe that these terrorists who have killed innocent people around the UK, those people
who have raped young girls, they are following the word of the Koran," she said.( The Irish
News, July 28, 2017).
2. Government policy risks 'alienating' Muslims
Max Hill QC, found that mosques and community centres felt under pressure to denounce
atrocities even when they had no links to perpetrators. He took aim at calls, which have been
repeated by senior politicians, for Muslims to "do more" to fight extremism." Many in the
Muslim communities are already doing a great deal and if they could be doing 'more', no one
appears to have made clear what that means," Mr Hill wrote in a foreword to the report."
Failure to do so can lead to further alienation, frustration and perhaps even withdrawal for
many in spheres where we all need to protect and preserve meaningful engagement."
As well as a "perceptible rise in outbreaks of Islamophobia", he found worsening levels of
trust in British security services and the controversial Prevent counter-extremism services.
Researchers visited London in the immediate aftermath of the Finsbury Park attack, which
was seen by attendees as a result of heightened tensions between different communities and
rising Islamophobia. (The Independent - Daily Edition, July 27, 2017)
3. A 'history of wounds': Refugee women's connection with Luxembourg
"I came to Luxembourg after my father and uncle were killed and my son was kidnapped
because of our religious affiliation (Sunni). "It cannot be avoided, however, that some people
do stare at me because of what I'm wearing. I was shopping at a mall, for example, and there
was an old woman in front of me who obviously realised I was Muslim because of my hijab.
She looked at me with open contempt.
"I have not experienced any problems in Luxembourg. On the contrary, many people have
smiled at me and sympathised with me. I've been to worse places, like Belgium and France,
where the hijab is more of an issue.
"The only time I had a problem was when I tried to rent a house. The owner refused to rent it
to me because I was wearing the hijab. She said that, if I took it off, she would rent us the
house. But I refused because the hijab is a part of my faith. (Luxemburger Wort.lu (English)
July 25, 2017).
4. HATE CRIMES RISE AFTER ATTACKS
Spike follows terrorist strikes
'Women hesitant to go outside'
ATTACKS against Muslims have become more aggressive and fear of being assaulted is
spreading among some in the community following the series of terrorist attacks in the UK,
according to campaigners, as Islamophobic crimes rose by 13 per cent in London in the last
year. Imaan Atta, director of Tell Mama, which tackles attacks against Muslims, told Eastern
Page | 17

Eye that the "base line" of anti-Muslim hate crime had gone up after the incidents in
Westminster, Manchester and London Bridge. "There was an increase in the number of
Muslim women being spat on and having their hijabs tampered with, particularly on public
transport.
"People are more aware of what anti-Muslim attacks might look like, but it's still under
reported. There's so much fear within the community, there's concern around safety and a lack
of trust between the community and the police. "The manner of attacks is becoming more
aggressive in the last few months compared to previous years; anything that looks visibly
Muslim gets attacked."
In the month before the Manchester Arena suicide bombing, which killed 23 people including
the lone terrorist, 25 attacks in the city were reported, which dramatically rose to 139 hate
crimes in June.
Areas with high rates of Islamaphobic attacks include London, Manchester, Yorkshire, the
West Midlands and Glasgow, according to Tell Mama. Meanwhile, in London, a man
allegedly tried to pull off a Muslim woman's hijab and spat at her friend last weekend on the
underground.
Faeeza Vaid, executive director of the Muslim Women's Network UK, told Eastern Eye:
"Women who are visibly Muslim have shared that they are now more cautious when travelling
in public places, particularly as there have been many examples of anti-Muslim hate crimes
reported in the media.
"From the Muslim women we have spoken to, they are putting in more safety measures when
out and about, and some women are choosing not to go out unless necessary. It depends on
where and what time they are going, who they're going with, and who they are going to be
around." Over the past year, racist and religious hate crime rose by 18 per cent in London.
Imam Qari Asim from Leeds Central Mosque said: "People who visibly express their faith are
targeted, like old men walking to a mosque or women in hijabs. It is a huge concern, people
are anxious and scared, and the rise in hate crime is alarming. "Young girls are more careful
when travelling and when people are going to the mosque they are more aware of their
surroundings. You are always looking behind your shoulder and that's not healthy behaviour
in a healthy society."
He told Eastern Eye that religious leaders were telling members of the community to remain
calm, and not give in to those who threaten Muslims. (Eastern Eye, July 21, 2017).
5. Google's search engine results show the true extent of private prejudices
Er, no: "searches calling Muslims 'terrorists', 'bad', 'violent' and 'evil' doubled during and
shortly after the speech". As Obama denounced the idea of religious tests for refugees,
"negative searches about Syrian refugees [...] rose 60 per cent, while searches asking how to
help Syrian refugees dropped 35 per cent". In fact, the speech correlated with a threefold rise
in searches for "kill Muslims". The Evening Standard (London) July 10, 2017)
6. Far-right extremists driven by the same hatred as Isil
THE worshippers had gathered at the mosque in the Paris suburb of Creteil for one of the five
Muslim daily prayers when they saw a 4x4 vehicle ploughing towards them. In between were
barriers that had been put in place to protect the mosque.
The driver hit the barriers before speeding off but was later arrested at his home.
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French news reports cited police sources saying the driver had made "confused remarks" in
relation to the string of attacks by Isil militants which have rocked France since early 2015,
killing 239 people.
As the police investigation continues, French Muslims will nevertheless be chilled by what
appears to echo what happened at London's Finsbury Park mosque in mid-June, when a man
in a van mowed down worshippers, killing one and injuring others. The man on trial for that
attack had been thrown out of his local pub for threatening to kill Muslims. The head of the
Grand Mosque of Paris described the incident last Thursday as a "criminal attack" and an
"Islamophobic act".
But what was clear - and was clear also in the UK long before the Finsbury Park mosque was
targeted - is that anti-Muslim sentiment is on the rise in France. The question is when this can
tip into violence.
Several commentators, including French journalist and former Isil hostage Nicolas Henin,
have warned that counter-attacks - plus increased tensions between Muslims and non-Muslims
- are exactly what Isil craves.
In 2013, a Ukrainian neo-Nazi murdered an octogenarian British Muslim and tried to bomb
several mosques in the West Midlands in the hope of triggering a "race war".
The following year another neo-Nazi was jailed for 10 years after plotting to bomb mosques
in Liverpool.
Figures released by London's mayor Sadiq Khan showed a fivefold increase in Islamophobic
attacks within days of the London Bridge atrocity, and a 40pc rise in racist incidents, compared
with the daily average so far this year. In one documented case, a Muslim surgeon who helped
save the lives of several people wounded in the Manchester blast, was racially abused and
labelled a "terrorist".(Irish Independent, July 3, 2017).
7. Time for a radical rethink?; Prevent - Britain's counter-radicalisation programme - is accused
of unfairly targeting ordinary Muslims. But officials insist it is doing vital work. Does it just
need rebranding? Nick Harding investigates
In her book The Enemy Within: A Tale of Muslim Britain, published earlier this year,
Conservative former cabinet minister Baroness Warsi wrote that while she agreed with the
original aims of Prevent in 2006, from 2011 "we started doing Prevent to the [Muslim]
community rather than with them". She argued that "Muslim children are being singled out,"
making them suspicious of the education sys-tem, and cited several examples including a
student "accused of being a terrorist after he was seen reading a textbook on terrorism for his
degree".(i-Independent Print Ltd, July 4, 2017).
8. The media needs to drop its double standard when Muslims are the victims
Jameel Muhktar and his cousin Resham Khan will never forget what happened at 9.15am on
June 21. They were victims of a horrific acid attack by a white male in east London. Jameel
went into an induced coma and Resham's career as an aspiring model is now over. The pair
firmly believe this was an Islamophobic hate crime.
As shocking as the attack was, most mainstream media has either failed to cover it or at best
relegated it to a minor story. One can't help but feel that if Jameel and Resham were James
and Rebecca, and white rather than Asian, then their images would have made headline news
for at least a day.
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This is not the first time tragedy befalling British Muslims has been treated differently from
non-Muslims. Cast your mind back to the brutal murders of Mohammed Saleem and Mushin
Ahmed, who were knifed and kicked to death respectively. Compare and contrast the coverage
of their murders to the rightful attention received by Jo Cox's vicious murder and fusilier Lee
Rigby's. The latter names are now rightly permanently etched into our minds, whereas
Mohamed Saleem and Muhsin Ahmed are virtually unknown outside the Muslim community.
The lack of reporting is not the only problem; a dual reluctance to brand attacks against
Muslims as "terrorism", while attacks by white men are reported as anything but terror, just
smacks of sheer media double-standards in the eyes of British Muslims. When Jo Cox was
murdered by a right-wing terrorist, The Sun preferred to report it as "mental illness of a loner"
while the Daily Mail was fiercely criticised for not even putting it on the front page. No
surprise then that in the immediate aftermath of the Finsbury Park tragedy, Ashish Joshi of
Sky News was hounded by Muslims filled with rage outside the mosque who demanded that
the mowing down of Muslims be called out for what it is: a "terrorist attack".
Figures show there are nearly 7,000 anti-Muslim hate crimes a year. Between March 2016
and March 2017, there were 143,920 anti-Muslim or anti-Islamic Tweets sent from the UK this amounts to 393 a day.
ChildLine showed that Muslim children seem to be bearing the brunt of a 69 per cent increase
in playground racism with "bomber" and "terrorist" being used all too frequently. (The
Independent - Daily Edition, July 2, 2017).
9. Loyalists accuse English far-right group of hijacking city centre protest
Britain First encourages members to "take our country back". Its website shows pictures of
countryside "activist training camps" and is littered with anti-immigrant and anti-Muslim
stories.
London-based deputy leader Fransen (31) told the Belfast Telegraph that support for her group
was growing in Northern Ireland and that it was "happy to stand with Northern Irish people
to ensure Ulster doesn't fall to Islam the way the mainland has".
"One of our main core issues is tackling Islamic extremism and all forms of extremism and
terrorism," she claimed.
"You only have to turn on the news to see that the world is at war with Islam and we want to
make sure that Ulster doesn't fall the way that the mainland has. (Belfast Telegraph, July 28,
2017).
10. The Tory report on British Muslims continues to treat us primarily as suspect
An independent report chaired by Conservative MP Dominic Grieve, titled The Missing
Muslims: Unlocking British Muslim Potential for the Good of All has just been released - and
it's made for discouraging reading. Admittedly, the report includes some well-warranted
policies, including an independent review into the Government's anti-terrorism Prevent
programme, advice for media reporting on issues relating to Islam, adopting a legal definition
of anti-Muslim prejudice, and encouraging universities to offer courses for imams to receive
religious and educational qualifications.
In these respects, the report signals a step forward in battling the rise in Islamophobia seen
since the EU referendum result, and the anti-Muslim rhetoric that has become increasingly
common in politics.
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How many of these Brits criticising their Muslim compatriots actually know that sharia law
dictates a person should obey the law of the country they live in, thus advocating strong
national pride? How much do these Brits really know about British Muslims, given the largescale housing segregation of Muslims across the country? And then on the flip-side, how many
of these Brits also complain about Muslims moving into their neighbourhoods?
Islamophobia has a long history in Britain, and it's currently receiving second wind, with a
series of acid attacks on British Muslims in London last week and 100 attacks on mosques
since 2013, and that's without even mentioning the widespread problems with Prevent. For
many Muslims across Britain, suspicion and violence has become a daily event. So when a
political report is offered to unlock our potential "for the benefit of all", we cannot but help to
treat it as disingenuous. (The Independent - Daily Edition, July 4, 2017).
11. Whitehall dishes out extra cash to fight extremism in the North East; £500,000 to fight the far
right across tyneside
"The issues are around the far right as a whole not just Islamaphobia, we are taking care not
to separate the two problems." In 2015 Newcastle as chosen as the first city in the UK for a
march by German far-right anti-Islam group Pegida while last year pro-Nazi group, National
Action, tried to drum up support on Tyneside unfurling "refugees not wel-come" and "Hitler
was right" banners. (Evening Chronicle, July 31, 2017).
12. Bigot who would lead Ukip is a product of our times; Anne Marie Waters' swerve to the far
right is understandable but unforgivable
Like anyone who has been involved in the fights for freedom of speech and human rights, I
am suspicious of the "Islamophobe" label Waters attracts. From Salman Rushdie onwards, the
religious right has used it to enforce blasphemy taboos. Like others, I prefer "anti-Muslim
bigot" because it describes a real phenomenon: people who hate Muslims because they are
Muslim, rather than freethinkers who criticise the manmade prejudices of "sacred" texts.
Trump is an anti-Muslim bigot, as is Geert Wilders; so, in my view, is Anne Marie Waters.
The 3 million or so Muslims in Britain cannot be a part of British society, she says. "There is
one issue on which Ukip really should now step up to the plate - Islam and Muslim
immigration," her manifesto explains. "The party must publicly acknowledge that Islamic
culture is simply not compatible with our own."
Ukip's vetting procedures may stop Waters running. The party banned her from fighting an
election in London in 2015 because she had described Islam as "evil". (The Observer(London)
July 29, 2017).
13. Resurgent right hires ship to thwart migrant rescue missions; EUROPE Activist-chartered
boat may disrupt NGOs saving lives
Renamed the Sea-Star, the 25-crew vessel has been chartered by European far-right activists
to "intervene" in the ongoing humanitarian mission to rescue refugees and migrants seeking
to cross from Libya to Europe during which so far this year 2,000 lives have been lost.
The ship, whose running costs are being financed with more than Euro 100,000 (£88,000)
raised through crowdfunding supported by white supremacists and neo-Nazis, is expected to
station itself off the Libyan coast within a fortnight to carry out its self-declared mission to
"save Europe and to save lives".
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Defend Europe, the virulently anti-immigrant and anti-Islam group behind the Sea-Star
project, has previously attempted to block a search-and-rescue vessel carrying specialists from
Médecins Sans Frontières from leaving the Sicilian port of Catania in May, launching flares
and claiming to have to slowed the ship until the authorities stepped in. (i-Independent Print
Ltd, July 8, 2017).
14. 'The extremists were contained this time. If we fail, they'll be back with a vengeance'; The
populist wave in Europe is on pause, but it is far from over
The term is vague and encompasses a range of politicians who claim to be anti-elite and antisystem. Populists are prone to authoritarianism and xenophobia. For the most part, they are
anti-Europe, anti-globalisation, anti-immigrant and anti-Muslim.
Wilders's PVV and Alternative for Germany (Afd) now focus mainly on Islam, which Wilders
calls "the totalitarianism of the 21st century".
Orban is an anti-immigrant hardliner who has praised Trump's ban on Muslim immigrants and
the wall on the Mexican border. (The Irish Times, July 4, 2017).
15. Employers must hire more Muslims to combat radicalism; comment
IF anyone knew the solution to the growing rise of Muslim extremism and attacks in the name
of the religion, we'd bottle it and sell it - any savvy businessperson would. Equally, we see the
commercial consequences of not having an answer; just witness the crippling of trade for the
stallholders, restaurants and bars around Borough Market by the horrific attack that shut us all
down for 10 days.
There is clear evidence that British Muslims are discriminated against in the labour market 19.8% of the Muslim population is in full-time employment, compared with 34.9% in the
overall population, and 7.2% of Muslims are unemployed against 4% in the overall
population.
Alienation from a society and economy deemed not to welcome them often leads to a turn to
criminalisation (the Muslim population in our prisons has doubled in the past five years). It
must also be a contributory factor in routes towards radicalisation where promoters of this
wretched narrative have an open goal to shoot at - the West rejects Muslims, which is why it
doesn't employ us, which is why it locks us up and which is why it only bombs or bans Muslim
countries.
'There is clear evidence that British Muslims are discriminated against in the labour
market'(The Evening Standard (London), July 3, 2017).
16. Brexit vote followed by biggest-ever spike in race and religion hate crimes
Hate crimes involving racial and religious discrimination have soared at an unprecedented
rate since the Brexit vote, The Independent can reveal, prompting warnings that minority
groups feel "more vulnerable than ever".
It comes after previous figures showed that in the months following the EU referendum, hate
crimes to regional police forces rose considerably. Incidents reported in the past year have
included a Muslim woman being dragged along the pavement by her hijab, two Polish men
being attacked in the street, killing one of them, and a Muslim man and woman being squirted
with acid, leaving them with life-changing injuries.
Speaking specifically on hate crime against Muslims, Iman Atta, director of Tell Mama, said:
"We have seen significant rises in hate incidents and crimes against Muslim communities in
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areas such as Greater Manchester, Kent, Liverpool and Wales, and these correlate with the
findings of The Independent through an FOI request. Atta explained: "The reality is that antiMuslim hatred is no longer isolated to pockets of the United Kingdom, and it is a phenomenon
that affects mainly visible Muslims at a street level, with the vast majority of victims being
women and perpetrators male.
"We cannot also deny the fact that anti-Muslim sentiment has been amplified heavily through
far right anti-Muslim networks, and these need to be shut down and challenged and social
media companies have far more to do in this area."
Founder of Muslim Engagement and Development (Mend), Sufyan Ismail, added that the
recent terror attacks had also provoked a spike in hate crime which will have contributed to
the new figures."Our Islamophobia Response Unit has seen a considerable rise is hate crime
cases reported to us; many Muslims are feeling more vulnerable than ever," Mr Ismail said.
"We have dealt with 23 cases alone since the April attacks. The nature of these cases we have
seen have varied from a large FTSE 100 company summarily dismissing their Muslim
employees, to attacks on public transport, and a number of schools denying their pupils prayer
facilities.
"We call upon the Government to urgently review incitement to religious hatred legislation,
as it's currently unworkable and thus efficiently exploited the far-right and elements of rightwing press to continually demonise Muslims and stir up intense hatred against them."
One victim of such hate crime is Nahella Ashraf, 46, who was wearing a headscarf when she
was racially assaulted and spat on by a stranger as she sat in a restaurant in London earlier this
year. Ms Ashraf, from Manchester, told The Independent she was left "shaken" after a man
sitting behind her, who was "smartly dressed and well put together," grabbed her from the side
and tried to pull her out of her seat, before launching a barrage of racist remarks and spitting
in her face.
"We'd been in there for about 45 minutes and we'd all finished eating. There was a guy sat
behind me. I assumed he was getting up to leave but he grabbed me and was screaming at
me," she said. "He just grabbed me from the side, my arm. It felt like he was trying to pull me
out of my seat. The first thing I remember him saying was something about him not tolerating
people like me. Right in my face."
She added: "It was racist. He kept saying 'those kinds of people'. He could've grabbed the
white woman on the side of me that would've been easier, but he went for the Muslim woman
in the crowd."
Ms Ashraf, who is a member of campaign organisation Stand Up To Racism, said she and her
Muslim friends had noticed a marked rise in hate crime against them since the Brexit vote: "I
think we've seen more since the referendum, there's no doubt about it. But definitely over the
last couple of years we've become more cautious when we're out and about. "A lot of Muslims
I know, especially my female Muslim friends, have commented on how it's gotten worse.
We're a bit more careful about where we go. We're an easy target nowadays."( The
Independent - Daily Edition, July 9, 2017).
17. East London Muslims living in fear following spate of acid attacks
A spate of acid attacks has left some Muslim residents of east London afraid to leave their
homes. Fears have been heightened after 21-year-old aspiring model Resham Khan and her
Page | 23

cousin Jameel Muhktar, 37, suffered horrific injuries when an attacker squirted acid through
their car window in Newham, east London, on 21 June.
Police initially said they had no evidence the attack was racially or religiously motivated.
They reclassified it as a hate crime, however, after Mr Muhktar insisted Islamophobia was
involved,
As news of the attack spread, social media users began to report other acid attacks, with some
speculating that Muslims or people of Asian appearance were being targeted.
The fears were echoed by a local imam, who stressed that some acid attacks were robberies,
not hate crimes, but admitted: "Even my own wife was saying to me yesterday that she didn't
want to leave the house because she might face an acid attack." On social media, meanwhile,
the warnings have included: "Please be careful, especially if you're brown. These attacks seem
to be targeting south Asians or 'Muslim looking people'." (The Independent - Daily Edition,
July 4, 2017).
18. Why anti-Muslim violence will escalate in Sri Lanka
In the last two months, several violent attacks have targeted the Muslim community in Sri
Lanka. Muslim-owned businesses and places of worship have been badly hit.
In more than 20 separate incidents, the attackers caused economic ruin to many families,
offended the victims' faith and unsettled an entire community.
However, the recent spate of attacks on Muslims is nothing new. They have taken place, on
and off, for several years, escalating in 2014 when a neighborhood with a prominent Muslim
community in Aluthgama town was torched.
The attacks have been accompanied by a social media campaign that claims the Muslim
community has a long-term plan to take over the nation.
A statement issued by the bar association aims to make the legal response easier for the
government, should they need help. It sets out the provisions of law under which the police
can arrest those who perpetrate violence and hate crimes against the Muslim community and
under which the country's attorney general's department can file indictments in court.
A national television station, for instance, broadcast an incident where the temporary shelters
of Muslims in a rural area were demolished by a group in which a prominent Buddhist monk
was identified.
Their strategy has further legitimized the hardliners in the eyes of the general public resulting
in more frequent attacks on Myanmar Muslims, supposedly in the national interest. (La Croix
International, July 12, 2017).
19. Rising Religious Violence Poses Downside Risk To Growth Outlook
HIGHLIGHT: There has been an increase in occurrence of religious violence in Sri Lanka,
and we believe that the government's inaction could further embolden perpetrators and
aggravate religious tensions in the country. Should the situation worsen over the coming
months, we would look to downgrade the country's short-term political risk score (which
currently stands at a mediocre 70.0) and potentially its economic growth outlook.
There have been more than 40 reported episodes of religious violence in Sri Lanka by the
Sinhalese Buddhist majority against both Muslim and Christian minorities since the start of
the year, with more than 20 cases targeting Muslim-owned businesses and places of worship
between April and June alone. While religious violence is nothing new in Sri Lanka, as these
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types of sporadic attacks targeting the Sri Lankan Muslim community have been occurring
for the past several years, the government's continued muted response is a cause for concern.
The recent attacks against Muslims seemed like they were deliberately planned and executed
by a small group of people rather than committed by the larger community.
Undercurrents of anti-Muslim and anti-Christian sentiment among the larger Buddhist
community have existed in the country for years. Some of the notable examples of the
animosity between ethnic groups include the 2012 attack on a mosque in Dambulla by a large
mob which claimed that the mosque had been illegally constructed on sacred Buddhist land,
and the anti-Muslim riot in Aluthgama in 2014 - widely attributed to Sinhalese Buddhist
nationalist organisation Bodu Bala Sena (BBS) - that left at least four dead, 80 injured, and
10,000 people displaced.
It also appears that the frequency of these violations has picked up in recent weeks with over
20 cases of anti-Muslim hate crimes reported since April 17, including arson at Muslim-owned
businesses and petrol-bomb attacks on mosques. Despite evidence being documented and
submitted by victims and bystanders to the authorities, little has been done by the police to
arrest those behind the attacks. (Business Monitor Online, July 4, 2017).
20. Far-right group sends ship to confront boats rescuing migrants in Mediterranean
A far-right organisation has launched a boat in the Mediterranean to confront ships rescuing
refugees and send them "back to Africa". Defend Europe, a group linked to the European antiIslam and anti-immigrant "identitarian" movement, is currently sailing a 25-crew, 422-tonne
vessel to the Libyan coast in a bid to block search-and-rescue vessels operated by
humanitarian organisations.
More than 85,000 refugees and migrants, most of them sub-Saharan Africans, have been
rescued and brought to Italy this year, with fears the total could reach 200,000 by December.
More than 2,000 have died in crossings.
Joe Mulhall, senior researcher at advocacy group Hope Not Hate, said the mission would get
in the way of rescue efforts and put lives at risk, claiming the group had started downplaying
their true aims due to growing media attention. "Defend Europe is an explicitly far-right
project. The identitarian have got a long track record of pulling stunts for anti-Muslim stuff,"
he told The Independent. "For the past few months they've been saying they're going to block
the NGO ships. They've been clear about this. They've changed their tack as more press has
become interested and now said they're going to 'monitor' NGO ships and make sure they don't
enter Libyan waters.
"Getting in the way of any rescue efforts whatsoever, even if you're just sitting there watching,
could result in the loss of lives. All of this stuff in a year when over 2,000 people have already
died in the Med is really concerning." (The Independent - Daily Edition, July 14, 2017).
21. UKIP deputy leader hopeful likens his anti-Islam colleague to 'Joan of Arc'
East of England MEP Stuart Agnew has likened anti-Islam UKIP leadership hopeful Anne
Marie Waters to "Joan of Arc" and confirmed he will be her deputy if she wins.
At a rally in Manchester in June, Ms Waters told the crowd: "Islam is a killing machine."
Mr Agnew said: "I will be her deputy if she wins. She is willing to talk about issues largely
ignored by other parties - female genital mutilation, Sharia law.
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Ms Waters has been widely criticised for setting up a UK division of Italian far-right group
Pegida alongside notorious English Defensive League founder Tommy Robinson. (Eastern
Daily Press, July 29, 2017).
22. Dutch State Council orders financing of an Islamic school
The highest court in the Netherlands instructed the government on Wednesday, July 26, to
finance an Islamic school in Amsterdam with the opening planned for August 2017. Financing
for the school was refused in 2014 after a member of its leadership team expressed support
for ISIS.
Islamic schools are no exception to this trend. In 2009, only 5% of Muslim students went to
these schools.
Nevertheless, they have become a focus of criticism and are often portrayed as places of
communitarianism and a refusal by the Muslim community to integrate. "We need to do
everything possible so that our children will receive the education to which they are entitled
and learn what it means to be part of Dutch society," declared Sander Dekker, secretary of
state for education on the NOS public radio station.
He said that he was saddened by the Council of State decision.
In another criticism often made against these Islamic institutions, Dekker restated his concern
over "the quality of teaching" provided by the school.
Another Islamic school was closed in 2009 for the same reason.
This criticism of communitarianism is finding increasing support in the Netherlands, which
like other European countries has experienced a rise of the extreme right following the
migration crisis and the increased flow of refugees.
The extreme right wing fringe, led by Geert Wilders' Party for Freedom, has been at the
forefront of the "anti-Islam" struggle in the Netherlands.
The party is campaigning for a prohibition of the Koran as well as mosques and other
measures. (La Croix International, July 28, 2017).
23. Vandalising Last Supper poster was a pre-emptive move, Patriots leader says
"It's fine to criticise religions, and indeed I criticise Islam as an invasive religion, but vilifying
and caricaturing religions should be out of bounds and I would never vilify Islam," he said.
"If someone had put up a poster ridiculing your mother then you would have got angry too.
More seriously, he warned that the poster could have prompted someone to satirise the Prophet
Mohammed, which would have then sparked the ire of hot-blooded Muslims.
"If someone had erected a poster mocking Mohammed, then some Muslims would have issued
a fatwa against him, which could have been deadly," he said.
Battistino dismissed accusations of hypocrisy aired at him by people who recounted how his
far-right group had handed out ham sandwiches during an anti-Islam protest at Msida last
year.
"We had handed out ham sandwiches because we had heard that students at a school who were
bringing luncheon meat sandwiches with them were being bullied by Muslim students," he
said. "We were taking a stand, but in no way did we vilify Islam... there were no posters
mocking the Prophet Mohammed at that protest." (Malta Today, July 5, 2017).
24. Bangladesh - Q3 2017, The government's efforts to strengthen ties with conservative Islamic
groups are leading to a stronger 'Islamisation' of political decision-making processes.
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Although this strategy is intended to boost the ruling Awami League's authority, it will also
undermine secular governance and encourage religious intolerance among the country's
Muslim-majority population, posing downside risks to social stability. We will look to
downgrade Bangladesh's short term political risk score from its present level of 60 if social
instability continues to escalate over the coming months.
Islamist Militancy: Although a predominantly Muslim country, Bangladesh has avoided the
radicalisation seen in Pakistan and other parts of the Muslim world. Islamist parties suffered
a major setback in the 2008 elections. Nonetheless, Islamist militants have been active in
recent years and could take advantage of any political or localised security vacuum to build
support. Furthermore, some Bangladeshis worry that Pakistan is supporting local Islamists to
gain 'strategic depth'. (Bangladesh Country Risk Report, July 1, 2017).
25. New imams 'must be British'; Mosque leaders 'must master British life'
Mr Grieve, who is the Conservative MP for Beaconsfield, said: "Polls demonstrate significant
scepticism across British society about the integration, and even the shared allegiance, of their
British Muslim fellow citizens."
He said Muslims face "considerable challenges" from within their own communities that
prevent them from participating in public life.
"The commission has also heard, forcefully expressed to it, the fear of many Muslims that,
even in seeking to participate in public life or to work on a cross-community basis, they
become subject to a much greater degree of adverse scrutiny, or to allegations about their
motivation, than would be considered normal or acceptable for their non-Muslim
counterparts," Mr Grieve wrote. "This is a matter for which there is overwhelming evidence."
The report found that the "increasing absence" of Muslims from British civil society was a
"growing problem".
It said that in some areas Muslims were not participating in public life to their full potential,
but in others they are just as engaged as - if not more so than - their white British counterparts.
(The Daily Telegraph (London) July 3, 2017).
26. Donald Trump's travel ban faces new legal challenge
The state of Hawaii is once again challenging Donald Trump's travel ban, after the Supreme
Court allowed a limited version of the restrictions to take effect. The Court ruled this week
that travellers from six Muslim-majority countries could be barred from entering the country,
unless they had a "bona fide relationship" with a person or entity in the US. The Trump
administration has limited such "bona fide relationships" to parents, spouses, fiancés, sons,
daughters, sons-in-law, daughters-in-law, and siblings of US residents.
Hawaii, however, has filed an emergency injunction to expand this definition, claiming
grandparents, grandchildren, aunts, uncles, and other relatives of US residents should also be
allowed to enter. The injunction calls on a federal judge to clarify the meaning of "bona fide
relationships".
The Court will make their full ruling during their next session in October. In the meantime,
the ban will take effect - with exemptions for those with "bona fide relationships". These
relationships also include any business, educational or professional links that were "formal,
documented and formed in the ordinary course rather than for the purpose of evading" the
ban.
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Mr Trump heralded the Court's decision as a "clear victory for our national security". But
news of the ban's reinstatement sparked backlash from Iran's foreign minister, who decried it
as a "truly shameful exhibition of blind hostility to all Iranians" that "bans Iranian
grandmothers from seeing their grandchildren". The ban will likely have the largest impact on
Iranians, who received the largest share of nonimmigrant visas to the US of any of the six
countries in 2015. Nearly 26,000 Iranians entered the US that year; the latest for which data
is available. (The Independent - Daily Edition, July 1, 2017).
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Highlights from the Australian Newspapers’ Stories

.

1. A PETITION calling for the closure of an Islamic prayer hall in Tooth St, Pialba, has reached
almost 500 signatures.
The petition, started by Hervey Bay's Lyn Morrison, claims the prayer hall was having
"negative impacts" on the neighbourhood.
Ms Morrison says "we have to stop the growth of mosques now".
Several points are made against the prayer hall in the petition: disturbances caused by clashes
between worshippers and anti- Islamic protesters; fears for physical safety because neighbours
are being approached and asked directions to the prayer hall; concerns that neighbouring
properties may be devalued; noise pollution from loud music during the call to prayer and
renovations being undertaken at the hall; and inadequate parking which was causing traffic
congestion.(Fraser Coast Chronicle (Queensland) July 31, 2017).
2. Anyone who dares state an adverse opinion about a religion at the heart of worldwide incidents
of terror and behind the wholesale subjugation of millions of women has to contend with
enraged Islamists and their appeasers from the progressive movement.
The very people who should be backing Dawkins and others such as Muslim reformers Maajid
Nawaz and ex-Muslims like Ayaan Hirsi Ali, who highlight the oppression of women,
homosexuals, unbelievers and other minority groups living under Islamic rule, are the first to
attack them. The Left's efforts to silence dissenting voices, no matter how mainstream and
reasonable, is a phenomenon that has taken hold in the Western world.
"I understand Muslims themselves are the prime victims of the oppressive cruelties of
Islamism, especially Muslim women(Herald Sun (Australia) July 27, 2017).
3. Pig's head, swastika dumped at school Queensland: The head of an Islamic school that had a
rotting pig's head and swastika label thrown into its grounds this week has told perpetrators
they should "meet a Muslim". Two hooded youths were caught on security cameras on
Tuesday night throwing a blue Aldi bag containing the items over the gate of the Islamic
College of Brisbane in Karawatha, in the city's south. Principal Ray Barrett said the incident
at the college for primary and secondary students had stirred up anti-Muslim sentiment, with
the school receiving emails saying it deserved the attack and conflating Muslims with
terrorists. Police took the bag for testing and security has been increased at the school. Dr
Barrett said it was the third time the school had been targeted with a pig's head since 2008.
"Meet a few Muslims. Talk to them," he said. Islamic Council of Queensland president Ali
Kadri said he was not surprised by the hate crime: "The bigotry (towards) and demonization
of Muslims is fair game nowadays." (The Australian, July 20, 2017).
4. "Australian Muslim women who ventured out on their own were almost three times more
likely to face harassment of an Islamophobic nature".
media coverage is found to exacerbate Islamophobic attitudes, and 79.6 per cent of women
abused were wearing head covering, and more than 30 per cent were with children. In cases
where the gender of the victim was known, 67.7 per cent were female. Nearly three-quarters
of abusers were male.
Linda Briskman, Margaret Whitlam Chair of Social Work at Western Sydney University and
a key contributor to the study, said the gendered nature of the attacks was disturbing. "Women
are often quite vulnerable, they're out there in public spaces, they're out with their children,
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5.

6.

.

7.

8.

and they're not seen as being likely to speak back or attack,"(Wagga Daily Advertiser, July
19, 2017).
"She says she's been betrayed by Australia and didn't feel safe in her own country. Well,
actually she might have been right there, because if I had seen her I'd be tempted to run her
over, mate. She says she's Australia's most-hated Muslim. She shouldn't flatter herself - what
about all those Muslim terrorists parked in our jails? We don't give this flea a second thought
any more since she's slinked away from this country in disgrace."
This week, a multi-university report found Muslim women were the victims of two thirds of
all Islamophobic attacks in Australia. Globally, when antipathy to and anxiety about Islam
flares, it is the women who get burnt(The Age (Melbourne, Australia) July 15, 2017).
Often the direct perpetrators are just the tip of the iceberg, with others providing weapons,
safe houses and other support. This is a stark contrast with the rare cases of lethal anti-Islamic
violence, which are almost invariably the work of lone individuals.
After the Charlie Hebdo attacks, polls in France and Britain revealed that about one-quarter
of Muslims expressed some level of sympathy for the terrorists, with support strongest among
the young.
According to a poll of British Muslims commissioned by Channel 4, two-thirds of those asked
would not report a terrorist plot involving someone close to them to the police, a result that
the former chairman of Britain's Equality and Human Rights Commis-sion, Trevor Phillips,
described as "astonishing" and "troubling".
The most sinister aspect is the effective curbing of free speech. Starting with the fatwa against
Salman Rushdie issued by Ayatollah Khomeini in 1989, any high-profile critic of Islam has
had to face the prospect of death threats.
Even today most Islamic scholars agree apostasy is a capital crime, a daunting prospect for
any Muslim inclined to exercise the freedom of religion that we had assumed was an integral
feature of our society, let alone to express it publicly.( The Australian, July 14, 2017).
Conservative voices have mocked the view that the onslaught of unrelenting abuse aimed at
Abiel-Magied - from social media-frenzied citizens up to federal MPs - was motivated by her
Islamic faith and cultural background. Their argument has remained that she crossed an
unforgivable line by expressing her opinion that all conflict is worth our remembrance and
compassion in a seven-word social media post she quickly redacted and apologised for
Three long months on from Anzac Day, to separate the ongoing public reaction to AbielMagied's comment from Islamophobia is really impossible. Abiel-Magied is a young Muslim
woman who chooses to wear a traditional headscarf. Of the almost 250 incidents of Islamic
abuse recorded in a recent 12-month report, 70 per cent of victims were women. The chips are
stacked against her before she even opens her mouth(The Border Mail, July 14, 2017).
Often the direct perpetrators are just the tip of the iceberg, with others providing weapons,
safe houses and other support. This is a stark contrast with the rare cases of lethal anti-Islamic
violence, which are almost invariably the work of lone individuals.
It is also sadly true that substantial minorities in some Muslim communities do identify with
the perpetrators. After the Charlie Hebdo attacks, polls in France and Britain revealed that
about one-quarter of Muslims expressed some level of sympathy for the terrorists, with
support strongest among the young.
According to a poll of British Muslims commissioned by Channel 4, two-thirds of those asked
would not report a terrorist plot involving someone close to them to the police, a result that
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the former chairman of Britain’s Equality and Human Rights Commission, Trevor Phillips,
described as “astonishing” and “troubling”.
Mao Zedong famously stated that in a guerilla war the fighters must move among the people
“as a fish swims in the sea”. Suburbs such as Molenbeek in Brussels, where the Paris and
Brussels terror attacks were incubated, provide just this kind of environment.
Our societies are being transformed by all this — and very much for the worse.
The most sinister aspect is the effective curbing of free speech. Starting with the fatwa against
Salman Rushdie issued by Ayatollah Khomeini in 1989, any high-profile critic of Islam has
had to face the prospect of death threats.
Many have felt the impact of this, from cartoonists (including this newspaper’s Bill Leak) to
historians of Islam who challenge orthodox accounts, such as British author Tom Holland,
who was subjected to what he called a “tsunami of death threats” against his family after the
airing of a Channel 4 documentary about his ideas.
At greatest risk are defectors from Islam, apostates such as Ayaan Hirsi Ali, who must take
extraordinary security measures. Even today most Islamic scholars agree apostasy is a capital
crime, a daunting prospect for any Muslim inclined to exercise the freedom of religion that
we had assumed was an integral feature of our society, let alone to express it publicly.( The
Australian, July 14, 2017).
9. On that day, as on so many others, it entertained attacks on Israel’s sovereignty by Islamists.
And the UN is yet to explain how its benevolent internationalism includes the Organisation
of Islamic Cooperation’s redefinition of human rights to disallow freedoms “contrary to the
principles of the sharia”.
As high commissioner for refugees, Guterres said Islamic law and tradition “provide(d) an
invaluable foundation for the legal framework” used by his office.( The Australian, July 31,
2017).
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The Gainesville Sun (Florida)
July 28, 2017

Michael T. Barry Jr.: Is Trump America's most Islamophobic president?
Michael T. Barry Jr. Special to The Sun

Unbeknownst to many, Muslims have lived in America for as long as the nation has existed. In fact, Muslims came to
America as slaves before the United States was officially created.
As a minority religion in a predominantly Christian nation, Muslims have traversed numerous challenges and
pressures for centuries. Islamophobia is not new to America, but the level of Islamophobic rhetoric and behavior
exhibited by President Donald Trump is new.
One may ask: How is this possible when Muslim Americans lived through slavery, discrimination and the post9/11 age? These were all indeed trying times for Muslim Americans and, yes, many Americans exhibited
Islamophobic rhetoric and behaviors in these instances. But the sad truth is: America may be witnessing its most
Islamophobic president ever.
Never before has a president explicitly targeted Muslim people simply because of their faith. Never before has a
president called "for a complete and total shutdown of Muslims entering the United States." And never before has
a president implemented such pointedly Islamophobic policies, such as Trump's Muslim travel ban.
Yes, there have been bans before, like the 1924 Immigration Act, but this act was not as explicitly Islamophobic as
Trump's current ban. The 1924 act limited immigration from Southern and Eastern European nations, as well as Africa,
Asian and Middle Eastern nations. While indeed racist, xenophobic and unjust, the 1924 act did not exclusively target
Muslims.
Islamophobia and Islamophobic ideas (the belief Muslim people are inherently inferior) are currently more
common than ever. This may come as a shock when one considers America's long history of prejudices. But even
the founders of the United States did not hold such Islamophobic beliefs.
Many early American intellectuals and presidents held a more neutral view of Islam. Scholar Denise Spellberg explains
how these intellectuals -- like Thomas Jefferson who owned a copy of the Qur'an -- were curious about Islam and often
referenced the faith in debates.
In modern political discourses, America and Islam are often posited as long-existing, fundamentally conflicting enemies.
Spellberg presents a much different history. She states, "Muslims, far from being definitively un-American, were deeply
embedded in the concept of citizenship in the United States since the country's inception ... ."
Yes, early America was racist, as Muslim slaves had "no rights, no voice, and no hope of American citizenship." And
yes, this was a fundamental injustice and incredibly hypocritical, but these injustices had little to do with fear of Islam.
Similarly, in the Civil Rights Era, African American Muslims faced injustice, but not because they were Muslim. In the
1950s and 1960s, the Nation of Islam and Malcolm X rose to prominence. The Nation of Islam promoted tenets of African
American self-determination, pride and community. As the Nation of Islam grew stronger, the U.S. government took
notice. But the government was not concerned with the Nation of Islam's Muslim faith.
As FBI files indicate, presidents such Lyndon B. Johnson and the FBI were most concerned with the mobilization,
organization and strength of the rising African American enclave. Like Muslim slaves of early America, African American
Muslims of the Civil Rights Era were targets of injustice, but not the same brand of Islamophobic injustice we are
witnessing from Trump.
Much of today's Islamophobia has to do with the modern War on Terror and the Bush presidencies, but even in the wake
of 9/11, George W. Bush did not reach the levels of Islamophobia Trump has exhibited. On September 20, 2001, Bush
stated, "We respect your faith. It's practiced freely by many millions of Americans and by millions more in countries that
America counts as friends. Its teachings are good and peaceful ... . The enemy of America is not our many Muslim
friends."
Bush does not have the best relationship with the Muslim world, but he never exhibited the same level of Islamophobia
as Trump. Trump has consistently called upon Muslim Americans to "assimilate." He questioned Barack Obama's faith
in an effort to disparage the former president's character. And on numerous occasions, Trump has utilized pointedly
hateful rhetoric such as, "I think Islam hates us."
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Trump has demonstrated his willingness to direct hateful rhetoric and policies toward Muslim people. Fortunately, courts
in certain states and protests across the country have stood up to help combat these injustices. Americans must continue
fighting against these injustices and work to implement policies that protect the rights of Muslim people.
Michael T. Barry Jr. is a doctoral student in modern African American and Muslim American history at the University
of Florida. An award-winning filmmaker, his films "The Universal Soldier: Vietnam" and "Sincerity: From X to ElShabazz" have screened at film festivals across the country.
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The New York Time
JULY 19, 2017

Pig’s Head in Swastika Bag Is Left Outside Islamic School in Australia
ADAM BAIDAWI
MELBOURNE, Australia — A bag marked with a swastika and containing a pig’s head was left at the front gate of
an Islamic school in Brisbane, Australia, this week.
The police were called to the school, the Islamic College of Brisbane, on Wednesday after the bag was discovered by a
groundskeeper and a teacher. The school is one of only two Islamic schools in the state of Queensland.
Ray Barrett, the school’s principal, said that a security camera recorded the episode. Two youths dropped the bag out the
window of a blue car at 11:23 p.m. on Tuesday, he said.
Pigs’ heads are commonly used in hate crimes. Most Muslims do not eat pork because the Quran forbids it. Last
year, vandals defaced a mosque with graffiti in the state of South Australia, using swastikas and neo-Nazi phrases.
Dr. Barrett said on Wednesday that the security video was being analyzed to determine the license plate of the car and
that the police were making progress in the investigation.
A security camera captured video of people in a blue car leaving a pig’s head outside the Islamic College of Brisbane on
Tuesday.CreditIslamic College of Brisbane
“DNA samples are being crosschecked with other samples,” he said.
Islamophobia has been a topic of discussion in Australia recently.
Yassmin Abdel-Magied, a Muslim activist and former television host, announced that she was leaving the country after
one of her Facebook posts set off a storm of criticism. She called for citizens to remember Syrians, Palestinians and the
detainees at Australia’s offshore detention centers on Anzac Day, a holiday that commemorates Australians who died in
overseas wars. She has also said that Islam “is the most feminist religion.”
Ms. Abdel-Magied attended the Islamic College of Brisbane. “I’m so, so sorry we have to live in a world where kids can’t
go to a school in Australia without being shamed and threatened,” she said on Wednesday, responding to news of the
episode.
And then, this?! How is a parent supposed to explain to a kid why people hate them?
Ach this rant will achieve nothing tangible.
— Yassmin Abdel-Magied (@yassmin_a) July 19, 2017
Dr. Barrett dismissed the idea that the episode was related to Ms. Abdel-Magied or that it represeted something broader
about Australia’s relationship with Muslims.
“The fact that this was half past 11 at night and in a bag — it’s obviously not targeted at students for some shock horror,”
he said.
In a Facebook post, the school’s acting chairman, Ali Kadri, laid blame on some politicians and commentators, saying,
“Right-wing extremists including some politicians and shock jocks who demonize Islamic schools are responsible for
this.”
A report about Islamophobia in Australia said that 243 incidents had occurred between September 2014 and December
2015. About 32 percent of respondents in a recent Western Sydney University study said they had “negative” feelings
toward Muslims.
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Chicago Tribune
July 31, 2017

5 myths about Steve Bannon
Joshua Green
Stephen Bannon seemed to come out of nowhere in August 2016, taking over Donald Trump's struggling presidential
campaign and leading it to the most shocking upset in U.S. presidential history. Few people, even in Washington, had
heard of Bannon before he joined the Trump campaign. And because he liked to cultivate an image of himself as a dark,
nationalist political Svengali -- a portrait the media mostly accepted -- a number of myths about Bannon and his beliefs
have arisen. Here are five of them.
1. Bannon hates Muslims
Although he has a long history of making inflammatory statements about what he calls "Islamic fascism," and he
was an architect of the ban on travelers from six majority-Muslim countries, Bannon is not reflexively anti-Muslim.
His nationalist philosophy is built upon ideas drawn from a personal guru of sorts, Rene Guenon, an early-20th-century
French metaphysician who was raised Roman Catholic, practiced occultism and Freemasonry, and later became a Sufi
Muslim and observed Shariah law. Guenon is the intellectual godfather of a movement known as Traditionalism, many
of whose followers converted to Islam because they believed that it was the path to esoteric knowledge lost to the West
(though he admires Guenon, Bannon is a Tridentine Catholic).
Guenon's philosophy is built upon the belief that the world has been in decline since the Enlightenment and is now in the
midst of a "dark age" -- a theme Bannon has echoed and channeled into Trump's politics and speeches. As Guenon wrote
in 1924, he wished to "restore to the West an appropriate traditional civilization." Trump's tweets Wednesday saying that
transgender people would not be allowed to serve in the military was a move in this direction -- and a move Bannon
supported.
2. Bannon is a nationalist
Bannon's political brand, like his boss's, is something he calls "America first" nationalism -- a kind of hard-right, muscular
populism that thinks of itself as being in opposition to what Bannon calls "globalism." Globalists, he argues, are members
of the "Davos class" who subordinate the interests of their own country to those of the transnational financial elite. "I'm a
nationalist," Bannon told the Hollywood Reporter shortly after Trump won the election. "I'm an economic nationalist.
The globalists gutted the American working class and created a middle class in Asia. The issue now is about Americans
looking to not get (expletive) over."
But Bannon is a globalist in the sense that he considers Trump's rise to be the American culmination of a right-wingpopulist global uprising that includes Brexit and the ascent of nationalist politicians and parties in France, Italy, Poland
and elsewhere. Of course, Bannon's Traditionalist philosophy also inclines in a globalist direction. While his focus in the
White House may be the United States, he thinks in much broader, global terms.
3. Bannon is Trump's Rasputin
After Trump's win, Bannon was cast in the popular imagination as a kind of puppet master pulling Trump's strings,
someone who used his wiles to seduce the president into carrying out his agenda. This idea was popularized by the
#PresidentBannon meme and a February Time magazine cover that featured Bannon's brooding image above the headline
"The Great Manipulator."
But Bannon's influence has waxed and waned -- and he's never been in full control. None of Trump's advisers can keep
the president on message for very long or stop him from attacking people on Twitter. Certainly, Bannon can't.
Trump chafes at the puppet master portrayal and periodically takes steps to demonstrate that Bannon doesn't have nearly
the sway ascribed to him. For instance, in April, Trump removed his chief strategist from the National Security Council
and roasted him in a series of interviews. "I like Steve, but you have to remember he was not involved in my campaign
until very late," Trump told the New York Post. "I had already beaten all the senators and all the governors, and I didn't
know Steve." This wasn't true -- Trump had known Bannon for years -- but the president made his point.
Bannon managed to stick it out and return to a position of power. But the recent appointment of Anthony Scaramucci as
White House communications director shows the limit of his influence: Bannon opposed the move and was overruled.
4. 'Seinfeld' effect
When I first profiled Bannon for Bloomberg Businessweek in 2015, I included a colorful detail he told me about his time
in Hollywood: that he owned a piece of the hit television show "Seinfeld." As Bannon told the story, he was running a
boutique investment firm and helped negotiate the sale of Castle Rock Entertainment (which owned "Seinfeld") to Ted
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Turner. In lieu of his full adviser's fee, he accepted a stake in five TV shows. One of them was "Seinfeld." "We calculated
what it would get us if it made it to syndication," Bannon told me. "We were wrong by a factor of five."
After my piece was published, speculation ran rampant as to just how rich Bannon had gotten from the show, which has
earned more than $3.1 billion in syndication. As the Wrap pointed out last November, if Bannon owned just 1 percent of
the show, he'd have netted $31 million. But in a May profile of Bannon, the New Yorker's Connie Bruck went looking
for evidence of his "Seinfeld" residuals and couldn't find any, noting that "neither CBS nor Castle Rock nor Warner Bros.
has records of payments to Bannon, if those records are as they were described to me." Bruck seemed to wonder if
Bannon's claim was even true.
To find out, I tracked down Kim Fennebresque, who was the chief executive of SG Cowen, a subsidiary of the French
bank, Societe Generale, that bought Bannon's firm and who was later his boss. "I know he got a piece of 'Seinfeld,' "
Fennebresque told me. "Steve told me about it one night in '98 or '99 when we were on the subway to a Yankees game."
A source familiar with the deal told me that the "Seinfeld" rights went to Societe Generale when Bannon sold his firm,
but that he and his partner still receive payments. Sure enough, Bannon's White House disclosure form showed income
from Societe Generale of between $50,000 and $100,000 last year. Another source said the number was closer to
$100,000. It's been 20 years since Bannon struck the fateful deal, meaning that he's probably collected as much as $2
million. That's hardly pocket change, but it also means "Seinfeld" has had a relatively small impact on Bannon's net worth,
which may be as much as $48 million, according to financial disclosure forms.
5. Bannon knows what he's doing
After Bannon created chaos with the original travel ban, the Washington Monthly's David Atkins wondered what he was
up to and noted: "His actions are seldom random and always deliberate." When a White House visitor tweeted a picture
of Bannon in front of a white board displaying the administration's to-do list, a writer for The Guardian said, "It would be
naive to think Bannon's great whiteboard reveal is a gaffe." The notion is that every apparent blunder can be explained by
a grand strategy.
But for all his success as an investment banker, film producer, conservative publisher and campaign strategist, Bannon - who had no experience in government -- has had a much tougher time succeeding in the White House. Although he was
credited with being a tactical genius at critical junctures in the campaign, helping Trump battle back from crises such as
the leak of the "Access Hollywood" tape, Bannon hasn't shown nearly the same facility in manipulating the levers of
government.
The travel ban he supported was blocked by the courts (although a revised version has been allowed to take partial effect).
He appears unlikely to get the "border adjustment tax" that he hoped would be a key component of tax reform. On
Thursday, House Speaker Paul Ryan and Republican leaders announced that they were dropping it. Bannon's strategy of
making an enemy of the media may be keeping some Trump supporters in the fold, but it hasn't done anything to advance
Trump's legislative agenda -- a black mark for the chief strategist's image as Machiavelli.
Bloomberg
Joshua Green is a national correspondent for Bloomberg Businessweek and the author of "Devil's Bargain: Steve Bannon,
Donald Trump, and the Storming of the Presidency." ct17 0005 170731 N S 0000000000 00006591
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Post & Courier (Charleston, SC)
July 30, 2017

US Muslims see friendly neighbors, but a foe in White House; Study: US
Muslims see friendly neighbors, foe in White House
RACHEL ZOLL AP Religion Writer ;

NEW YORK - U.S. Muslims say they have experienced widespread suspicion about their faith in the first months of
Donald Trump's presidency, but also have received more support from individual Americans, and remain hopeful they
can eventually be fully accepted in American society, a new survey finds.
Nearly three-quarters of U.S. Muslims view Trump as unfriendly to them, according to a Pew Research Center
report released Wednesday. Sixty-two percent say Americans do not view Islam as part of the mainstream after a
presidential election that saw a surge in hostility toward Muslims and immigrants.
At the same time, nearly half of Muslims said they had received expressions of encouragement from non-Muslims in the
past year, an increase over past polls. And Muslims remain optimistic about their future. Seventy percent believe hard
work can bring success in America, a figure largely unchanged for a decade.
"There's a sense among the American Muslim population that others are beginning to understand them and beginning to
sympathize with them,'" said Amaney Jamal, a Princeton University political scientist and adviser to Pew researchers.
Prejudice against Muslims has "pushed the average American to say, 'This is really not fair. I'm going to knock on my
neighbor's door to see if they're all right," Jamal said.
The Pew survey is its third on American Muslims since 2007, and its first since Trump took office Jan. 20. He promised
to fight terrorism through "extreme vetting" of refugees and had a plan to temporarily ban travelers from six Muslimmajority countries.
The latest poll of 1,001 adults was conducted by phone, both landline and cellphones, between Jan. 23 and May 2, in
English, Arabic, Farsi and Urdu, and has a margin of error of plus or minus 5.8 percentage points.
The last several months have seen an uptick in reports of anti-Muslim harassment, including arson and vandalism
at mosques and bullying at schools. In the Pew survey, nearly half of U.S. Muslims say they have faced some
discrimination in the last year, such as being treated with distrust, threatened or called an offensive name. That
percentage is only a slight increase over previous surveys.
However, the figure is much higher for respondents who said they were more visibly identified as Muslim, for
example by a head covering, or hijab, for women. Sixty-four percent of those with a more distinct Muslim identity
said they had recently faced some type of discrimination.
Still, the survey found evidence of a growing sense of Muslim belonging in the United States. Eighty-nine percent said
they were proud be both Muslim and American and nearly two-thirds said there was no conflict between Islam and
democracy.
A larger share of American Muslims told Pew they had registered to vote and actually voted. Forty-four percent of
Muslims eligible to vote cast ballots in last year's presidential election, compared to 37 percent in 2007. Those numbers
on Muslim voting are compared to 60 percent of eligible voters overall who cast ballots in 2016."
American Muslim leaders, alarmed by anti-Muslim rhetoric in the campaign, made an unprecedented push to register
voters in mosques and at community events. Turnout overall was higher after the highly contested 2016 campaign.
Muslims overwhelmingly backed Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton, who drew 78 percent of their vote compared to 8
percent for Trump.
Following a trend found in other American faith groups, a slight majority of U.S. Muslims now accept homosexuality, a
dramatic reversal from a decade ago when 61 percent said same-sex relationships should be discouraged.
Pew researchers estimate the number of U.S. Muslims has been growing by 100,000 per year, reaching 3.35 million, or 1
percent of the American population. Just over half of U.S. Muslims identify as Sunni, while 16 percent say they are Shiite.
Nearly six in 10 adult American Muslims were born outside the U.S.
The largest share of immigrants come from South Asian countries such as Pakistan, India and Bangladesh, while others
have come from Iraq, Iran, sub-Saharan Africa and Europe. American-born blacks comprise about 13 percent of all
Muslims in America, but their share is shrinking. Overall, eight in 10 are U.S. citizens, according to the survey.
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Eight in 10 American Muslims said they were concerned about Islamic extremism, and more than 70 percent said they
were very or somewhat concerned about Islamic extremism in the U.S. However, three of 10 said that most of those
arrested recently on suspicion of planning a terrorist attack had been tricked by law enforcement authorities and did not
represent a real threat.

Page | 39

Northern Wyoming Daily News
July 29, 2017

American Imams for Pogroms
L. Brent Bozell III
Our very secular national media have a favorite narrative when it comes to "hate speech" and religion. Since 9/11,
our national sin is "Islamophobia." Anti-Semitism continues to exist in isolated pockets, but it's so ... yesterday.
"Hate speech" against Muslims is now a top-shelf matter for the politically concerned.
And, like falafel from heaven, they can now attach this Islamophobic hatred to President Trump and his "travel
ban." But how newsworthy is this anti-Muslim wave in the United States when compared to similar crimes against
Jews? The actual numbers do not matter. In its 2015 "hate crime" statistics, the FBI reported some 664 antiSemitic incidents and 257 anti-Muslim incidents. Those are crimes, not speeches.
It just happened again.
Apparently, only "Islamophobic news organizations" found it newsworthy when left-leaning Jewish groups like the AntiDefamation League, or ADL, and the Simon Wiesenthal Center condemned the July 21 remarks of a California imam
named Ammar Shahin at the Islamic Center of Davis, right across the street from the University of California, Davis.
Shahin, speaking in English and Arabic, prayed to Allah to "liberate the Al-Aqsa Mosque" in Jerusalem "from the filth of
the Jews." And he added: "annihilate them down to the very last one. Do not spare any of them."
When exposed for invoking for a righteous massacre in his Friday prayer, Shahin and his mosque offered a ludicrous
defense. The Middle East Media Research Institute, or MEMRI, which took the sermon from the mosque's website and
translated the Arabic to English, was accused of deliberately misinterpreting the remarks. His apologists claimed the imam
did not say he wanted Allah to "annihilate" all the Jews; the actual word means "destroy," which somehow is not a call to
violence but merely a "supplication that is generally used against oppressors."
The ADL also condemned a sermon on the same day by Mahmoud Harmoush, the imam at the Islamic Center of Riverside
-- surprise, located near the University of California, Riverside -- in which he alleged that the land of Palestine was stolen
from Muslims through "killing and crime and massacres," and that Jews are now attempting
to extend the conflict to "most of the Middle East." He ended his prayer by calling to Allah; as translated by MEMRI, he
said: "destroy them ... rend them asunder. Turn them into booty in the hands of the Muslims."
It must be noted that these imams have been presented in some media circles as victims, not persecutors. The Belief blog
on the CNN website honored Harmoush in 2010 as one of its "Most Intriguing People" when the local Baptists opposed
the relocation of his mosque in Temecula, California.
On March 22, 2016, The Press-Enterprise in Riverside, California, sympathetically spoke to Harmoush about Donald
Trump and Sen. Ted Cruz's proposal to vet Muslims and monitor Muslim communities for terrorism leads. "It would be
a gross mistake to burden the Muslim community with somebody else's crime," Harmoush said.
On Jan. 25, 2016, the San Francisco Chronicle reported mournfully on the Islamic Center of Davis mosque being
vandalized and someone wrapping the front-door handles with bacon to mock Muslims' ban on eating pork. The
community held a "Statement of Love" event for the mosque, and Shahin mourned the uptick in hate crimes as Trump
was sworn in. "We almost had no problem with anybody around us," Shahin said. "It's very rare to have something like
this happen in Davis, and it's very scary, too."
These vicious calls to prayer for a new Holocaust just don't excite the national media. As the Jewish magazine Tablet
preached on its website, these speeches should "jolt good liberals into action, as they imagine how they would feel if the
speakers were, say, right-wing Evangelicals calling on Christ to smite the gays."
As usual, the media don't want to change their narrative that Trump's rhetoric inspires terrorism and he's somehow the
best recruiter for ISIS. In the hands of the "news" manufacturers, facts are malleable things.
L. Brent Bozell III is the president of the Media Research Center. Tim Graham is director of media analysis at the Media
Research Center and executive editor of the blog NewsBusters.org. To read features by other Creators Syndicate writers,
visit www.creators.com.
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Women in confrontation reconcile
Kim Hyatt Forum News Service.

FARGO -- Sarah Hassan plans to celebrate her 22nd birthday in September with a woman who earlier this week
here was a stranger threatening to kill her and all Muslims.
"When something like this happens, hateness increases more," said the Somali-American. "But it doesn't matter what
comes out of your mouth when you're angry. We're all sisters and brothers. It doesn't matter if you're Christian or Muslim."
The outcome of a viral, hate-fueled confrontation that Hassan recorded on her phone Tuesday of an enraged Amber
Hensley in a Walmart parking lot is forgiveness in action.
Transforming the story from tirade to tolerance, Hassan and Hensley exchanged tears, regrets, hugs, apologies and
personal stories Thursday.
At the request of Fargo Police Chief David Todd, the women met at the police department.
Hassan went with her younger sister, Leyla. Rowda Soyan, the third Somali-American woman at the center of the conflict
caught on camera, did not attend the meeting.
"We started talking and [Hensley] was like really, really sad, and then she told us she regrets everything she said to us,"
Hassan said.
In return, Hassan said they are dropping any possible charges against Hensley.
But she's also taking the recent resolution a step farther.
"I'm going to her place of work tomorrow. I'm going to do my best to have her get her job back," Hassan said. Horab &
Wentz, a Fargo accounting firm, said on Wednesday they would fire Hensley after fielding so many calls about the matter,
saying they didn't want the viral episode reflecting on their business.
Moreover, Hassan said she and Hensley are planning a joint celebration in September once they discovered that their
birthdays are only three days apart.
"You feel good from inside," Hassan said. "I know it went viral and everyone was talking about it, so we just want to be
a good example for everybody now."
Hensley did not reply to multiple interview requests from The Forum.
Video of the anti-Muslim incident posted by Hukun Abdullahi, executive director of the Afro American Development
Association in Moorhead, Minn., made headlines across the globe.
Now going viral is a photo that's come to symbolize the power of forgiveness that Chief Todd posted Thursday on the
police department's Facebook page. It shows him beside the Hassan sisters, who embracing Hensley. Two days before,
she was yelling at the sisters, "We're going to kill all ya..We're going to kill every single one of you (expletive)
Muslims."
"The incident that happened at the Walmart parking lot and then went viral on social media shows we have some things
to work on as a community and as individuals," Todd wrote in the Facebook post. "Unfortunately, incidents like what
happened this week and the social media commentary following it can cause further division and set us back from progress
we are trying to make as a community."
When the women met, Hassan said she showed Hensley pictures of her culture - even a photo of what she and her sister
look like without their headscarves on. Then Hensley explained to the sisters that her dad was killed in Iraq, Hassan said,
which is why she had a "bad idea about Muslims."
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Poll: Muslims proudly embrace America
By, Edward E. Curtis IV

The 2017 Pew Research Center's poll of U.S. Muslims released today has one overarching message: even though half the
country might disagree, Muslim and non-Muslim Americans really are more similar than different.
Muslim Americans may have distinct religious cultures, but the fear stoked by the election of Donald Trump is not
turning Muslim Americans into more alienated citizens. They strongly identify with their fellow Americans and
the United States. Over nine out of every 10 Muslims said that they are proud to be American. This is an incredible
finding given that three out of every four Muslims polled reported that their community faces a lot of
discrimination in America.
Many Muslims agree with their fellow Americans that extremist Muslims outside the United States give Islam a bad
name.
But they also blame President Donald Trump, the media and law enforcement for increased discrimination against them.
A significant number, for example, criticize law enforcement for exaggerating the threat posed by Muslim terrorists to
the United States. Though 62 percent of all Americans, regardless of religious affiliation, think that terrorism suspects
arrested by law enforcement are "violent people" who pose a "real threat," only 39 percent of Muslim Americans believe
that this is the case.
Still, Muslims are more likely than non-Muslims to believe in the American dream: 70 percent of Muslims versus 62
percent of all Americans agree that "most people who want to get ahead can make it if they're willing to work hard."
In sum, Muslim Americans tell pollsters that they are bigger believers in America than non-Muslims.
A majority of Muslim Americans also thinks that Americans as a whole are friendly toward them. This year, 55 percent
said that Americans were friendly toward Muslims; in 2011, 48 percent did so. Almost half said that someone had
expressed support for them in the past year because they were Muslim - a number that also represents an increase from
past years.
How to interpret this data in light of unprecedented number of attacks on mosques and Muslim individuals? It is
likely that in response to anti-Muslim violence, many non-Muslims are reaching out to Muslims like never before.
Many non-Muslims are being extra friendly due to the election of the most anti-Muslim president in modern U.S. history.
The other major area in which the 2017 Pew poll reveals groundbreaking, even shocking information is the religious lives
of Muslim Americans. Contrary to the stereotype that Muslims are more religious than the average American, Muslims
attend weekly services at almost the same rate as Christians do - 45 percent of Christians say that they go to church every
week; 43 percent of Muslims say that they go to a mosque, jamatkhana, or other place of worship.
Even more, Muslim Americans refuse to call themselves either religious or spiritual at a rate two times that of Christians.
About 21 percent of all Muslims polled said that they were neither religious nor spiritual. Only 10 percent of American
Christians say the same thing.The number of Muslims who told pollsters that they are spiritual but not religious mirrors
that of the general population: 19 percent.
Overall, only half of all Muslim Americans say that they are both religious and spiritual.
This doesn't necessarily mean, however, that Islam is unimportant to Muslims. It points instead to a most American
religious idea: religion is often associated in Americans' minds with the performance of rituals, and the performance of
rituals is sometimes less important in American religion overall than living in an ethical way, that is, living according to
one's values and morals.
Most Muslims, whether religiously observant or not, agree that ethical behavior is at the heart of Islam. In America,
making the right moral choices is often what it means to follow the Shari'a, God's path to salvation.
According to the Pew poll, 69 percent of Muslim Americans think that working for justice and 62 percent believe that
protecting the environment are essential to being Muslim. Only 44 percent say that dressing modestly is essential to being
Muslim.
And when asked about their life goals, 67 percent said that one of the most important things in their lives was being a
good parent as opposed to having a successful career (35 percent) or living a very religious life (31 percent). Like other
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Americans who identify with various religious and spiritual traditions, trying to live according to one's values is the single
most important aspiration for Muslim Americans.
In sum, this groundbreaking poll reveals a community that names and even blames media, law enforcement, Donald
Trump and extremist Muslims for anti-Muslim prejudice and discrimination - for the suffering - that they face, while also
remaining true to their dreams of a better, more equitable world for themselves and their kids, and for all of us.
The poll shows that the heart of Muslim America is strong and hopeful. In all their religious, racial and ethnic diversity,
and in the midst of a trying time, Muslim Americans seem united in finding and nurturing goodness.
Edward E. Curtis IV, Millennium Chair of the Liberal Arts at IUPUI, is author of "Muslim Americans in the Military:
Centuries of Service."
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Muslims bring message of peace in Fond du Lac
By, Sharon Roznik, USA TODAY NETWORK-Wisconsin

FOND DU LAC - Ahmad Khan works as a developer in the information technology field for Society Insurance in Fond
du Lac.
Not too long ago, he was standing on a corner along Main Street, holding a sign which read: "Meet a Muslim. Ask me
anything."
"People were inquisitive and we didn't receive any negative comments or reactions," Khan said. "Folks were waving and
honking their horns in a positive way."
Umair Ahmed had a much difference experience as he marched in Oshkosh's July Fourth Parade, holding a banner that
read: "Love for all, hatred for none," and giving away candy to kids on the sidewalk.
"I heard a typical Islamophobic rant from one of the onlookers. It could be condensed into the sentiment: 'You
are a Muslim, and what you believe in not compatible with our values, therefore you don't belong here,'" Ahmed
said.
On Saturday, members of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community invited citizens to the Fond du Lac Public Library to help
uncloak the mystery of the teachings of Islam. Billed as the "Quran Exhibition to Fight Ignorance in Society," it was
hosted by area Muslim youth, who have been going door-to-door handing out pamphlets.
Their message is a simple one. Peace, through education and understanding.
Their campaign, "True Islam," is the religious group's means of combating extremist interpretations of Islam's teachings.
"Our approach has been to go to different towns in the area and distribute these flyers and host programs that spread a
message of peace through our Messiah," Khan said.
The Ahmadiyya Muslim Community is a dynamic, reformist movement within Islam. Founded in 1889, it is the only sect
to believe the long-awaited Messiah has come in the form of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian, India (1835-1908).
Followers believe he received a revelation that he was the metaphorical second coming of Jesus of Nazareth, whose advent
was foretold by the prophet of Islam, Muhammad.
"The belief is that God sent Ahmad, like Jesus, to end religious wars, condemn bloodshed and re-institute morality, justice
and peace," Khan said.
Ekaan Ahmed, 15, and Damon Stengl, 18, both of Oshkosh, stood outside the library in the hot sun, their "Meet a Muslim"
signs held high.
"Our job is to show by example," Stengl said. "We are a community that preaches love, and our Holy Quran does not
condone any forms of terrorism."
The Oshkosh chapter (Jamaat) of Ahmadiyya Muslims is comprised of about 130 members living throughout the Fox
Valley area and northern Wisconsin. The membership's mosque is located in Oshkosh at 300 N. Eagle St.
Refugees Tahir Rasool and Qaiser Maqsood fled Pakistan because of religious persecution and have been relocated to
Oshkosh. Rasoot, a former journalist now working at Mercury Marine in Fond du Lac, said he is grateful and jubilant to
be able to express his faith - for the first time - without fear.
Ahmadiyya Muslims are considered heretics in the Islamic community because of their belief in a Messiah, said Hashim
Mumtaz of Appleton, who works at Mercy Medical Center. In May 2010 two mosques of the Ahmadiyya Community
were attacked in Lahore, Pakistan, killing 94 people and injuring 120 others.
"We are condemned a lot and have been put in jails for blasphemy," Mumtaz said. "We also believe in Jesus Christ as a
Messiah. He is holy for us, but not divine."
The campaign means to reclaim the "True Islam" from extremists through 12 principles. The first says Islam "is a religion
that wholly rejects terrorism." Other principles and beliefs include equality of women, loyalty to the country of residence
and freedom of conscience, religion and speech.
"True Islam is a religion of moderation and of inclusion," Khan said. "We do not force our faith, nor do we harbor any
physical or verbal cruelty on any living creature."
Earlier this month thousands of Muslims gathered for the 69th annual convention of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community
USA. Established in 1920, it is among the first Muslim-American organizations.
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"The continued rise in Islamophobia and extremism is a pressing and urgent matter," said Dr. Nasim Rehmatullah, senior
vice president of the Community, according to USA TODAY. "We must work together as Americans to effectively root
out discrimination and intolerance of any kind."
The Oshkosh chapter launched its True Islam campaign last year in De Pere, where Khan said the city's mayor was
welcoming and appreciative of what they were working to accomplish.
Members of the Muslim group hope to do the same in Fond du Lac by reaching out to government leaders.
"This is our service to the community and a campaign to present knowledge, not convert people," Khan said. "We feel it's
our job to let people know who we are."
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Anti-Muslim discrimination on rise in U.S., study finds
Abigail Hauslohner
Anti-Muslim discrimination is common and on the rise - and so, too, are expressions of support for Muslims, according
to a new study on one of the United States' fastest-growing religious minorities.
The Pew Research Center on Wednesday released the results of a far-reaching new survey of Muslims nationwide
that highlighted a broad sense of anxiety and unease about their place in the United States and with a president
who most consider unfriendly toward Muslims.
"Overall, Muslims in the United States perceive a lot of discrimination against their religious group, are leery of
President Donald Trump and think their fellow Americans do not see Islam as part of mainstream U.S. society,"
the study's authors wrote.
Pew surveyed a nationally representative sample of 1,001 Muslim adults by telephone between January and May this
year, and overall results carry a six-point margin of sampling error.
The share of U.S. Muslims who have experienced discriminatory treatment is trending upward, the research center found,
with 48 percent of respondents saying they were subjected to at least one discriminatory incident based on religion over
the past year, compared with 40 percent a decade ago.
A large majority - 75 percent - said there is a lot of discrimination against Muslims in the United States. Nearly threequarters said Trump is unfriendly toward Muslims, compared with just 4 percent who said that of President Barack Obama
in 2011. And about two-thirds said they don't like where the nation is headed.
One immigrant Muslim man, who spoke to Pew on the condition of anonymity, said that the start of Trump's "Muslim
ban" - a travel ban that the president sought to enforce against the citizens of seven majority-Muslim countries - felt like
the official launch of a campaign of anti-Muslim persecution.
"Because we had read the history of Europe and what happened to the Jewish people in Germany," he said. "These little
steps lead to bigger issues later on. So, we really felt we were threatened."
Most of the estimated 3.35 million Muslims living in the United States are immigrants or the children of immigrants. And
nearly two-thirds of those surveyed said they think the American public does not consider Islam a part of mainstream
society.
The poll finds that Trump is not the only source of mistrust. Six in 10 respondents said they think U.S. media coverage
of Islam and Muslims is unfair.
About a third of Muslims said they have been treated with suspicion at least once over the past year, the highest in Pew
surveys since 2007. Nearly 1 in 5 said they have been called offensive names, and a similar share have seen anti-Muslim
graffiti in their communities. Six percent said they were physically threatened or attacked, identical to the share saying
this in 2011.
Those who appear Muslim - either because of the way they look, dress or speak - are significantly more likely to
experience discrimination for being Muslim, and women overall are more likely to report discrimination than men.
And a significant minority - one third - said they are at least somewhat worried that the government is tapping their phones
because of their religion. The poll finds that 30 percent said they are skeptical of law enforcement sting operations against
suspected terrorists, thinking that authorities mostly arrest "people who were tricked and did not pose a real threat." More,
39 percent, said Muslims arrested in such operations are mostly violent people who pose a real threat.
Amid all that, the study also reflects a couple of profound paradoxes that may result in part from the experiences of a
deeply polarized nation.
The study found that Muslims are overwhelmingly proud of both their Muslimness and their Americanness, with 89
percent expressing pride in both. And although nearly half of American Muslims said they have experienced some form
of discrimination in the past 12 months, a similar 49 percent said they had experienced support for being Muslim - a
sizable shift from 10 years ago, when only 32 percent said they had received support.
"In a sense, with rising Islamophobia has come more support from the American public," said Amaney Jamal, a politics
professor at Princeton University who served as an adviser on the study.
The findings underscored a strange optimism amid the wariness toward Trump and the anxieties about hate crimes. Pew
found that there has been a slight increase in the percentage of Muslims who say that Americans are friendly toward
Muslims - from 48 percent in 2011 to 55 percent in 2017. Muslims are also 19 percentage points more likely than the
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general public to say that Americans are friendly toward Muslims. Muslim immigrants and men are the most likely to
have a sunny outlook on how Americans view them.
abigail.hauslohner@washpost.com
Scott Clement contributed to this report.
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Explaining the rise in hate crimes against Muslims in the US; NATIONAL
(THE CONVERSATION) Hate crimes against Muslims have been on the rise. The murder of two samaritans for aiding
two young women who were facing a barrage of anti-Muslim slurs on a Portland train is among the latest examples of
brazen acts of anti-Islamic hatred.
Earlier in 2017, a mosque in Victoria, Texas was burned to the ground by an alleged anti-Muslim bigot. And just last
year, members of a small extremist group called "The Crusaders" plotted a bombing "bloodbath" at a residential housing
complex for Somali-Muslim immigrants in Garden City, Kansas.
I have analyzed hate crime for two decades at California State University-San Bernardino's Center for the Study of Hate
and Extremism. And I have found that the rhetoric politicians use after terrorist attacks is correlated closely to sharp
increases and decreases in hate crimes.
Since 1992 (following the promulgation of the Hate Crime Statistics Act of 1990), the FBI has annually tabulated hate
crime data voluntarily submitted from state and territorial reporting agencies. A "hate crime" is defined as a criminal
offense motivated by either race, ethnicity, religion, disability, sexual orientation, gender or gender identity.
According to the FBI's data, hate crimes against Muslims reported to police surged immediately following the terror
attacks of 9/11. There were 481 crimes reported against Muslims in 2001, up from 28 the year before. However, from
2002 until 2014, the number of anti-Muslim crimes receded to a numerical range between 105 to 160 annually. This
number was still several times higher than their pre-9/11 levels.
It should be noted that other government data, such as the Bureau of Justice Statistics, which relies on almost 200,000
residential crime surveys, as opposed to police reports, show severe official undercounting of hate crime. These studies,
based on respondents' answers to researchers, indicate a far higher annual average of hate crime - 250,000 nationally with over half stating that they never reported such offenses to police. FBI data show that in 2015 there were 257 hate
crimes against Muslims - the highest level since 2001 and a surge of 67 percent over the previous year.
As I noted in a prepared statement before the Senate Judiciary Committee in May 2017, this was the secondhighest number of anti-Muslim hate crimes since FBI record-keeping began in 1992. Not only did anti-Muslim
crime cases rise numerically in 2015, they also grew as a percentage of all hate crime. They now account for 4.4
percent of all reported hate crime even though Muslims are estimated to be only 1 percent of the population.
At our center, we analyzed even more recent disturbing trends related to hate crimes. Based on the latest available police
data for 2016 from 25 of the nation's largest cities and counties, we found a 6 percent increase in all hate crimes, with
over half of the places at a multi-year high. In particular, hate crimes against Muslims had increased in six of the seven
places that provided more detailed breakdowns.
We also observed a spike in such crime following certain events.
In 2015, for example, we found 45 incidents of anti-Muslim crime in the United States in the four weeks following the
November 13 Paris terror attack.
Just under half of these occurred after December 2, when the San Bernardino terror attack took place. Of those, 15 took
place in the five days following then-candidate Donald Trump's proposal of December 7, seeking to indefinitely ban all
Muslims from entering the United States.
In contrast, as I observed in my prepared statement before the Senate Judiciary Committee, after an initial sharp spike
following the 9/11 attacks, sociologist James Nolan and I found that there was a drop in hate crimes after President George
W. Bush delivered a speech promoting tolerance on Sept. 17, 2001.
Other groups too, have found similar spikes in anti-Muslim hatred: The Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC), for
example, noted that from the month of the presidential election, through Dec. 12, 2016, there was a spike in hate
"incidents" against many minority groups. The SPLC found that the third most frequently targeted group after immigrants
and African-Americans were Muslims. And just this month the Council on American-Islamic Relations, a Muslim
advocacy group, reported 72 instances of "harassment" and 69 hate crimes that had occurred between April and June
2017.
Prejudicial stereotypes that broadly paint Muslims in a negative light are quite pervasive.
From 2002 to 2014, the number of respondents who stated that Islam was more likely to encourage violence
doubled from 25 percent to 50 percent, according to Pew research. A June 2016 Reuters/Ipsos online poll found

Page | 48

that 37 percent of Americans had a somewhat or very unfavorable view of Islam, topped only by antipathy for
atheism at 38 percent.
The latest polls also show how Muslims are feared and distrusted as a group in America. While most Americans do not
believe that Muslims living in the U.S. support extremism, these views vary widely by age, level of education and partisan
affiliation: Almost half of those 65 and older believe that Muslims in America support extremism, whereas only few
college-educated adults do so.
Interestingly, current polls also show that when people personally know someone who is a Muslim, the bias is much less.
This confirms what psychology scholar Gordon Allport concludes in his seminal book, "The Nature of Prejudice," that
meaningful contact with those who are different is crucial for reducing hatred.
Indeed, before we can truly say "love thy neighbor(s)," we need to know and understand them.
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Ariz. candidate blasted with - and helped by - anti-Muslim hate
Abigail Hauslohner

U.S. Senate hopeful gains exposure through online attacks and protests
There weren't a ton of people commenting on U.S. Senate hopeful Deedra Abboud's campaign Facebook page before
Tuesday.
Then Abboud, a little-known candidate in Arizona's 2018 Democratic primary, posted a short tribute to the Founding
Fathers, religious freedom and the separation of church and state - and the floodgates opened.
"Sorry no room for Muslims in our government," wrote Chris Siemers.
"Towel headed piece of s---," wrote Brian Zappa.
Abboud, a liberal 45-year-old lawyer and first-time political candidate, might be a long shot in red-state Arizona. But the
fact that Abboud, who converted to Islam in her 20s, also wears a visual marker of her faith - a headscarf - has landed her
unlikely campaign in the national spotlight.
"Now, I'm more on radar. More people know that I'm out there," Abboud said in an interview Wednesday, noting a silver
lining to the larger "ugliness" that she said the online attacks had exposed.
Originally from Little Rock, Abboud moved to Arizona as a young adult in the late 1990s. She has spent most of her
career since then doing advocacy work, including as the founding director of the Council on American-Islamic Relations'
Arizona chapter, before attending law school and working as an immigration and estate law attorney.
Her campaign's Facebook page is filled with posts on her policy positions in favor of environmental protection, LGBT
rights, health-care access and a higher minimum wage. But it wasn't until this week, amid the onslaught of xenophobic
and racist insults (many of the negative comments assumed that Abboud is a Middle Eastern immigrant, which she is not)
that others started to respond to her policy prescriptions.
Running for political office as a Muslim in 2017 - when nonprofit watchdog groups are recording spikes in anti-Muslim
rhetoric and harassment across the country - can seem very stressful.
President Trump has painted Islam as a religion at odds with American values and Muslim refugees as part of a potential
"Trojan horse" plot aiming to attack the United States from within.
Such political rhetoric has fueled spikes in hate crimes as well as "hate incidents" - typically verbal attacks such as insults
plastered on a Facebook page or hurled in the aisle of a grocery store that don't rise to the level of a crime - said Brian
Levin, a criminologist and hate-crimes expert at California State University at San Bernardino.
"When political leaders are perceived to make intolerant statements with respect to Islam or pursue political policies that
may appear intolerant, we see a correlation in hate crimes over the short term," Levin said.
The uptick in harassment has created a "siege mentality" in some Muslim communities, particularly among recent
immigrants, said Wa'el Alzayat, a former Obama administration official who is now the chief executive of Emgage, an
organization that works to foster political participation and representation for American Muslims.
But, Alzayat added, the attacks appear to have also spurred an increase in Muslim political participation, including
candidates such as Abboud, who says on her campaign website that the "verbal attacks" borne of the 2016 presidential
campaign spurred her to quit practicing law and return to advocacy work.
"There's an awakening here," Alzayat said. "With what happened in the last campaign and the anti-Muslim rhetoric, I
think a lot of the Muslims are looking at America and they're thinking, 'Okay, Mom and Dad, I know you're worried
about Iraq, but our own back yard is burning.' I think the community is under siege, and a lot of people are responding by
getting engaged."
For Abboud, the first verbal attacks came in May, when a pair of right-wing militant groups, the Fraternal Order of Alt
Knights and the Proud Boys, got word of a campaign event she had planned at a Phoenix restaurant and staged a protest
outside. The armed demonstrators alarmed Abboud's campaign staffers and drew the attention of police.
Even after working for years as the director of two Muslim advocacy groups, Abboud appeared to bristle at the idea of
having to spend time on the campaign trail defending Islam or her religious beliefs. And it's unclear how she plans to
manage such challenges.
"If questions about my religion are relevant, then I will answer them," she said.
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But the candidate said she also "expected" such attacks to continue, as she said she would for any minority candidate in
today's America, and perhaps especially for a Muslim woman such as her.
The silver lining, she said, is that the backlash might fuel necessary reckoning.
"This is part of what needs to happen in this country," she said. "We need to have a conversation about what is an American
and who gets to decide."
It was after midnight Tuesday when Abboud finally went to bed after the initial wave of Facebook comments. And it was
around 5 a.m. Wednesday when she was awakened by her phone still pinging. By then, her campaign had gotten more
attention than at any other point since she announced her candidacy in April.
abigail.hauslohner@washpost.com
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Village president no-show at meeting over anti-Muslim posts
Mark Johnson, The Record-Eagle, Traverse City, Mich.
July 20--KALKASKA -- A public meeting to discuss the Kalkaska village president's Facebook conduct was canceled
after he and other officials failed to attend.
Trustees Penny Dupuie, Denise Kelly and Kathy Sanborn requested Wednesday's special meeting to discuss controversial
comments and Facebook posts made by village President Jeff Sieting. Sieting and Trustees Diana Needham, Tim Ellis
and Damien White did not attend.
Dupuie read a statement explaining the seven-member board requires four members to convene a meeting.
"I do apologize for those that showed up hoping for some resolution tonight," she said to the roughly 50 people who stood
and sat, listening to her explanation. "They were well aware this meeting had been scheduled."
Neither Sieting nor the other absent trustees alerted officials they would not be present, Dupuie said.
Sieting hung up on a Record-Eagle reporter when called for comment.
Autumn Cottrell, a Grand Traverse County resident who grew up in Kalkaska hoped to attend her first village council
meeting. She read articles about the situation from news agencies around the world.
"(The international coverage) really legitimizes the issue," she said. "It's not just the small town he said, she said and
personal vendettas."
Sieting previously defended his First Amendment right to publish whatever he wants on his Facebook page,
including numerous anti-Muslim and other controversial posts. One post he shared made a call to "Kill every last
Muslim."
Khalid Turaani, president of the nonprofit American Muslim Leadership Council, drove from West Bloomfield to attend
the meeting and "stand in solidarity" with those village and county residents standing up against Sieting and stressing the
impacts his posts calling for the killing of Muslims can have.
"We certainly respect everyone's First Amendment rights, but we recognize the threat that inciting (violence) poses," he
said.
Sieting previously blamed the ongoing debate surrounding his publicly-posted opinions on non-village residents seeking
to have him removed from office because of a sign erected on his Hotel Sieting asking residents pray for President Donald
Trump.
Teresa Skrobecki, a village resident, held a sign reading "Welcome" in Arabic prior to the meeting.
"I love my community, my neighbors, and Mr. Sieting does not represent me as a person, or the majority of people I speak
to," she said.
Mickey Miller appreciated Sieting's help with different community projects, but disagreed with some of the posts
peppering his Facebook page. She opposes the growing number of people attending the meetings to call for Sieting's
resignation and suggested village officials talk with him privately and explain the implications his comments are having.
Timothy Grey attended as a member of a local Redneck Revolt chapter, a "community defense organization." He said he
supports working citizens and believes all people should be free and guaranteed equality.
"We came here because the person that is in charge of this town openly called for the extermination of a population," he
said. "Those are fighting words."
Grey said Sieting's no-show was a "cowardly move." Turaani agreed.
"Hiding behind your Facebook page is not a mark of leadership," Turaani said.
The village council will next meet July 24 where Sanborn expects the conversation to continue.
___ (c)2017 The Record-Eagle (Traverse City, Mich.) Visit The Record-Eagle (Traverse City, Mich.) at record-eagle.com
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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4 hate groups call Hampton Roads home, according to Southern Poverty Law
Center
Katherine Hafner, Amir Vera, Ryan Murphy and Robyn Sidersky The Virginian-Pilot
There are 917 hate groups in America, the highest number since 2013, according to the Southern Poverty Law Center.
Four of them have a presence in South Hampton Roads.
Chapters of two well-known black separatist groups and a small Catholic publishing house that fit the law center's criteria
are located in the area. ACT for America, which calls itself the "NRA of national security," was headquartered in Virginia
Beach until the spring and still has a presence here.
All four espouse ideologies that target others based on race, religion or gender and actively hold events or distribute
literature that promotes these ideologies, according to Ryan Lenz, a spokesman for the liberal-leaning, Alabama-based
center that has compiled and published the annual hate group list since 1999.
All four "vilify a group of people based on immutable characteristics" such as sexual orientation, race or gender, Lenz
said.
But the groups believe the center has mischaracterized them. Leaders say they have separatist beliefs or a desire to
"promote Western values" but stressed their community service work and less controversial beliefs. They said the
designation undermines their efforts and hurts their image.
"I can't think of any groups that scream, 'Hey, yes, we're a hate group,'" Lenz countered. "It's not a moniker or a label
that's meant to applaud their activities. It's a label that's meant to identify organizations that are seeking to undermine the
14th Amendment," which is used to fight discrimination.
The law center lists 39 hate groups in Virginia, including many that are statewide, such as the Old Dominion Knights of
the Ku Klux Klan. Across the country, anti-Muslim hate groups in particular are on the rise, the center said in February
when it issued the report.
All local chapters of national organizations considered hateful are included on the list, Lenz said - unless they were to
break with the core tenets of the affiliated organization.
The Southern Poverty Law Center's hate groups list has been criticized from both the right and the left for making overly
broad characterizations. It stirred even more controversy recently when a conservative Florida-based legal advocacy
organization, Liberty Counsel Inc., sued the Williamsburg-based charity tracking website GuideStar for flagging
nonprofits marked as hate groups by the law center, arguing doing so is defamatory. GuideStar later removed the labels.
Here's a closer look at the four organizations in South Hampton Roads:
ACT for America
ACT for America calls itself the "NRA of national security."
With half a million members nationwide and headquartered in Virginia Beach until recently, the group markets itself as
"promoting Western values."
But the Southern Poverty Law Center says those values are anti-Muslim.
Center officials point to its founder, Brigitte Gabriel, who has said that Muslims who follow the teachings of the
Quran cannot be loyal citizens of the United States.
Gabriel started the group soon after the 9/11 attacks in 2001. On its website, the group says it aims to address a threat
from "those who seek to destroy our Western way of life, especially through advocating violence or radical religious
discrimination through hate groups such as those represented by movements like radical Islam."
ACT officials declined to make Gabriel available for an interview.
ACT often rallies against what members see as "the rise of oppressive Sharia Law in America and its impact on Muslim
women and children including honor killings and Female Genital Mutilation." The group held a series of demonstrations
across the country in June that drew national attention. One was held at Virginia Beach's Mount Trashmore.
Scott Presler, the group's lead activism strategist, said ACT isn't anti-Muslim and the hate group classification is a "false
assessment." He described ACT as diverse and said some speakers at their frequent marches are Muslim.
"I ask them to really open their eyes to the work we're doing," Presler said. The law center, he said, should look at who is
attending ACT's rallies to see that it's a mix of "Muslims, gays, Sudanese, Iranians, Jewish people and Christians ...
everybody under the sun."
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And their message is spreading as the group has gained even more traction lately.
In the past eight months, the group added 200,000 members, Presler said. In the spring, ACT moved its base to
Washington, D.C. The most recent publicly available tax returns for the group, which is an Internal Revenue Serviceapproved social welfare organization, show a balance in its coffers of more than $1 million.
"I think that people are understanding the increasing threat of extremism in the world," Presler said.
Nation of Islam
The Norfolk chapter of the Nation of Islam teaches its members unity and enrichment in the black community, according
to its leaders.
"It seems as though we're fulfilling a need," said Ernest B. Muhammad, the group's student minister.
But the group also believes black people should live apart from white people, in a separate territory or state paid for by
"former slave masters," the national group's website says.
"Time and circumstances have proved that we cannot get along in peace," said Akbar Muhammad, international
representative for the organization, referring to police shootings like that of Michael Brown in Ferguson, Mo.
"The best thing for us is to separate."
The local Nation of Islam chapter - called Muhammad's Study Group No. 57 - has been operating since 1979, decades
after the national organization was founded in Detroit in 1930. The Norfolk chapter holds the same beliefs as the national
organization. Leaders declined to say how many members are in the chapter.
There are now Nation of Islam mosques and study groups in 168 American cities, Akbar Muhammad said. Most are in
low-income neighborhoods - "that's where our people are."
It made the hate group list because of its belief in black superiority as well as the "deeply racist, anti-Semitic and anti-gay
rhetoric of its leaders," the law center's website states.
But Shawn Utsey, interim chair of the Department of African American Studies at Virginia Commonwealth University,
doesn't believe that characterization is accurate.
He said calling it a hate group is "the most ridiculous thing I've ever heard" because he said he's never heard of any
members being charged with a hate crime. "That stuff is kind of what white people do to minimize the legitimacy of black
efforts."
The idea of separation has sometimes led to strange bedfellows. The national Nation of Islam has met with white
supremacist groups, including the American Nazi Party, the Ku Klux Klan and a leader of the White Aryan Resistance,
according to the Southern Poverty Law Center. They all share the wish to live apart.
Akbar Muhammad said just "because you meet with someone, doesn't mean you're working with them."
Regardless of the controversies, local leader Ernest Muhammad said he believes "the brand of Islam we teach helps black
people, 1,000 percent."
New Black
Panther Party
The New Black Panther Party, which formed in Dallas in 1989 as part of the black power movement, made the list for
being anti-white and anti-Semitic, the law center says.
The group has more than 40 chapters around the country, including an active group in Norfolk. It is not connected to the
Black Panther Party of the '60s and '70s, which the law center describes as "militant, but non-racist," and leaders from the
original group have disavowed the new iteration.
The new party calls for black separatism and the establishment of an independent state or nation specifically for black
Americans.
"It's been proven we can't live together with white people," said Jelani Simba, chairman of the Norfolk chapter.
"Integration is hurting us."
He points to cases of what he sees as police brutality and prejudice that black people face every day in America. He argues
that even something as simple as buying a car is inherently different depending on the color of your skin.
But believing in separatism isn't the same as hate, he said. He pointed to the New Black Panther Party's community
outreach efforts - including clothing and food drives and neighborhood cleanups - as well as protest activities. He said the
group promotes black empowerment and hosts cultural classes.
The group is paramilitary, according to Simba. Members regularly practice at the gun range and train in mixed martial
arts, outdoor survival and urban warfare.
"We are a black separatist group, we're not a hate group," Simba said. "We are not a religious organization. We are not a
gang. We are a political organization." He declined to say how many members are in the local chapter.
Throughout an interview with The Pilot, Simba made several comments that many would consider anti-Semitic, including
the implication that Jewish people carried out the 9/11 attacks and control the media.
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However, Simba argued he is just lumping Jews in with everyone else who he says is working against the interests of
black people.
"Just because we're pro-black doesn't mean we're anti-Semitic or anti-Jewish," he said. "I have to know who is fighting
against our people. ... They're fighting against us the way they keep us out of the media."
IHS Press
IHS Press, a Norfolk-based nonprofit publishing house, was founded in 2001 "for the express purpose of re-popularizing
the works of Catholic Social Thought" by early 20th century authors, according to its website.
But the Southern Poverty Law Center says the nonprofit adheres to a strain of "radical traditional Catholicism" that makes
up "the largest single group of serious anti-Semites in America." The center says the Vatican and mainstream Catholics
reject its ideology. The law center emphasized that its finding does not include traditionalist Catholics who simply prefer
their mass in Latin.
The center published a special report in 2007 documenting the rise of these so-called "radical traditionalist Catholics,"
who they say embrace conspiracy theories rooted in anti-Semitism. IHS Press was one of a dozen of these groups listed
nationwide - and is one of "the most nakedly anti-Semitic organizations in the entire radical traditionalist Catholic
pantheon," center officials wrote.
At the center of it is IHS Press founder John Sharpe Jr. He served in the Navy until 2007, when he was relieved of duty
after accusations he headed two anti-Semitic organizations: IHS Press and the since-dissolved Legion of St. Louis,
according to Virginian-Pilot archives.
He told The Pilot at the time that while he did head them, neither was anti-Semitic.
"Have I advocated harming people because they're Jewish, hating people because they're Jewish, having any attitude to
them because they're Jewish or any other religion? Absolutely not," he said.
Sharpe did not return a reporter's calls or an email seeking comment for this story. The organization does not appear to
actively meet or hold events, but Lenz with the law center says IHS Press still sells books deemed anti-Semitic, which
makes it fit the hate group list criteria.
A 2005 post on the Legion of St. Louis site said "the Jew is the living testimony of the disappearance of that state which
had its foundations in theological principles ... the entrance of the Jew into society marked the destruction of the
(Christian) State."
After Sharpe's ejection from the Navy, The Pilot ran a 2007 editorial decrying his views as "openly racist and antiSemitic." He then sued Landmark Media Enterprises, which owns The Pilot, claiming defamation. The case was settled.
In an opinion from that case, Norfolk Judge Norman A. Thomas found that Sharpe "frequently writes or compiles, republishes or endorses the writings of others that ... coalesce around one common denominator, that is, suspicion and
criticism of the role of Jews in ... the downfall on western Christendom, and in particular, Catholicism. ...
"No reasonable person can read Sharpe's individual writings and conclude that he espouses anything other than a deep,
abiding and pervasive suspicion of and hostility toward Jews," Thomas concluded.
IHS Press is principally a publisher of old books from 1930s Catholic authors such as Hilaire Belloc and G.K. Chesterton.
Some of those writings "would make people cringe" today but can be interesting as they relate to the economic theory of
distributism, said John Schmalzbauer, a religious studies professor at Missouri State University.
However, many other books that were published by Sharpe's Legion of St. Louis are "some of the most noxious books in
the history of anti-Semitism," he said.
The church excommunicates some of the most radical traditionalists, religious studies professor Robert Cargill of the
University of Iowa said in an email.
"They are the Catholic equivalent of the Taliban (without the guns)," he wrote.
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House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on Terrorism, Nonproliferation, and
Trade Hearing; "Saudi Arabia's Troubling Educational Curriculum.";
Testimony by David Weinberg, Senior Fellow, Foundation for Defense of
Democracies
Chairman Poe, Ranking Member Keating, and distinguished Members of the Subcommittee, thank you on behalf of the
Foundation for Defense of Democracies for the opportunity to testify before you today about incitement in Saudi Arabia's
government-published textbooks for school children. It is an honor to be back, particularly because I first engaged with
Saudi Arabia on this issue as a staff member for this body's full committee.
Half a decade after 9/11, Nina Shea wrote in an outstanding Freedom House report that Saudi officials accepted their
textbooks had problems but "have repeatedly pledged that reform is underway or completed." n1 That is still the case
today. n2
Yet as the author of the most recent published study on incitement remaining in Saudi textbooks today, n3 I can vouch
that over a decade later Riyadh still has not persuasively shown that this problem has been resolved.
Unfortunately, U.S. policy has not been up to the task of convincing our Saudi allies to remove this incitement with greater
urgency.
For example, I exposed in a 2014 monograph that the State Department appeared to have allocated half a million dollars
in taxpayer funds to commission a two-part study on Saudi textbooks that was intended for public release but was instead
withheld to avoid embarrassing the Saudis or the U.S. administration. n4 Its detailed findings were hidden from public
scrutiny for years n5 and only raised with the Saudis at a senior level after the textbooks it had evaluated were already out
of date. n6
In the testimony that follows, I will argue that this is particularly disturbing because incitement of this sort is not just a
moral issue or a human rights issue, it is a national security issue. While Saudi textbooks are not the only significant
source of incitement from the Gulf - or even in Saudi Arabia - they are an important bellwether and concern for U.S.
policy.
I will then endeavor to present everything we know about incitement in the latest edition of Saudi Arabia's official
textbooks. Examples of such incitement include: (1) directives to kill people in response to their non-violent personal life
choices, (2) messages that are undoubtedly anti-Semitic or anti-Christian, (3) lessons that are intolerant toward adherents
of non-monotheistic religions as well as implicitly toward Shiite and Sufi Muslims, and (4) several other passages
encouraging violence.
I will explain how Riyadh regularly oversells the success of its textbook reforms. I will then argue for why U.S. policy in
this regard needs to change urgently. Next, I will refute some common counterarguments by those who claim that U.S.
pressure cannot have a positive impact on the Saudi curriculum. Finally, I will conclude by offering a list of policy
recommendations for Congress which could help encourage the Saudi government to address this issue in a more effective
and timely manner.
I. The Books are a National Security Issue
Addressing incitement in Saudi Arabia's government-published textbooks is important for several different reasons. First
of all, speaking out when hatred is being spread is simply the right thing to do. It is a barometer of how seriously any U.S.
administration takes the fight against anti-Semitism and protecting Christians and vulnerable Muslim minorities abroad.
n7 It is an important avenue for toning down sectarian hatred in the Middle East without taking the side of Iran's terrorsponsoring regime. And it is a basic human rights issue.
But most importantly, addressing incitement in Saudi Arabia, including in textbooks, is a serious national security issue.
Saudi society has been a top source of foreign terrorist fighters - and, at times, terrorist leaders - in places like Iraq and
Syria. n8 Saudi Arabia was the original home of Osama bin Laden, and fifteen of the nineteen hijackers on 9/11 were
Saudi nationals. While Saudi authorities have reportedly convicted hundreds of defendants on terror finance charges, n9
they still grapple with the enormous challenge of radicalized private individuals seeking to fund terrorist groups. n10
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The kingdom's books have emerged in well over a dozen countries over the years, including Algeria, Austria, Burkina
Faso, China, Comoros, Djibouti, France, Indonesia, Nigeria, Pakistan, Somalia, Tanzania, Thailand, the United Kingdom,
and previously the United States. n11 The valedictorian of a school in Virginia that had used the textbooks was convicted
in 2005 of plotting with al-Qaeda to assassinate President George W. Bush. n12
Until 2015, Saudi textbooks were even the curriculum of choice in territory held by the Islamic State, according to the
New York Times. n13 Much like those books recommended, the Islamic State executed numerous individuals on
suspicion of homosexuality, insulting Allah or the Prophet Muhammad, adultery, or purported sorcery. n14
Saudi textbooks are the most pivotal ones from a national security perspective, due to what author Robert Lacey explains
is an accident of history regarding how the kingdom was established. The Saudi kingdom, founded in 1932, brought
together disparate elements from three different regions: (1) the austere religious traditions of central Saudi Arabia, (2)
the oil wealth of Saudi Arabia's Eastern Province, and (3) the mantle of religious legitimacy from controlling the two
holiest sites in Islam, in Saudi Arabia's west. This fusion allowed Saudi rulers to lavishly and persuasively promote their
brand of Islam, first within the kingdom and then beyond. n15
When Stuart Levey was the U.S. Treasury Department's under secretary for terrorism and financial intelligence, he wrote
that fighting indoctrination such as intolerant textbooks is "even more important" than cutting off terrorist finance. He
explained that unless we stop the indoctrination of future generations, America "will forever be faced with the challenge
of disrupting the next group of terrorist facilitators and supporters." n16
Tom Farr, a former director of the State Department's International Religious Freedom, was even more explicit. In 2008,
he argued that the U.S. government's lack of urgency and failure to hold Riyadh to its own deadlines for fixing the
textbooks and other promised religious freedom reforms meant that "the primary 'lesson' of 9/11 [was] shunted to the
side." n17 Indeed, without urgently addressing the religious incitement that provides fertile intellectual ground for such
violent extremism, we may unfortunately be fated to keep repeating the past.
Saudi Arabia today is not the worst country in the Gulf when it comes to state-backed incitement. That title goes to the
government of Iran, which regularly calls for the annihilation of Israel and viciously dehumanizes its enemies. n18 Qatar's
record is also as bad or worse than Saudi Arabia's when it comes to the extremist messages that are propagated by its
state-backed media and by state-backed preachers. n19 But because Saudi Arabia is so much bigger than Qatar, the impact
of what it teaches to school children at home is felt around the world.
Textbooks are also not the only challenge involving incitement in Saudi Arabia, but they are the most obvious bellwether
for assessing issues of this sort. When the Education Ministry itself adopts certain extremist messages, puts them in
writing, and teaches them to children, the link that runs from the state to such incitement is particularly meaningful. While
the U.S. should seek to address other areas of incitement as well - such as by Saudi government officials n20 and by statebacked preachers n21 - the kingdom's textbooks are a very important indicator of its conduct and intentions.
II. Accessing the Latest Books
Oren Adaki and I worked together at FDD on the issue of Saudi textbooks during the 2013-2014 school year. He did pathbreaking work on those books at the time, n22 and I am thrilled to see him serving as the staff director for this
subcommittee today. For the subsequent two school years, however, two of the main online venues for accessing the
books were made password protected, effectively blocking foreigners. n23 The senior Saudi officials whom I contacted
in this regard declined to grant me access.
Accessing Saudi Arabia's government-published textbooks has been a recurring challenge not just for American
researchers, but also for U.S. government officials. When the State Department undertook a 2006 in-house study of several
textbooks at the U.S. Embassy in Riyadh, it "borrowed" books from school children because the host government did not
answer repeated requests for the books. n24 When the International Center for Religion and Diplomacy (ICRD) was
conducting a review of Saudi textbooks on behalf of the U.S. government, it said religious studies textbooks for grades
three and six "were regrettably unobtainable." n25 On several occasions, the U.S. Commission on International Religious
Freedom was promised textbooks by Saudi officials, wrote letters to follow up, and received no reply. n26 Other times,
the websites recommended by Riyadh to U.S. officials for accessing the books were out of service or incomplete. n27
But in early 2017, I received an invaluable tip that many, if not all, of the Education Ministry-published books for the
2016-2017 school year were now available at a different location that was not password protected - a website maintained
by the state-chartered corporation for curriculum modernization. n28 To the best of my knowledge, books for the 20172018 school year have not yet been released, so these are still the most up-to-date books for use in Saudi public schools.
I conducted a study of key selections from those 2016-2017 books, looking primarily at those textbooks in which religious
incitement had previously been a major problem (especially high school books on religious matters). n29 I published the
results of that study as an article for the Huffington Post, from which I have drawn extensively here. n30 For each passage
from those textbooks that I reference here, I have included at the end of this testimony a copy of that book's cover page,
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copyright page, and the page(s) on which that passage occurred. At two other points in this section, I cite textbook studies
by other authors; in those instances, I reference and footnote their studies explicitly.
(A) Recommending the Death Penalty for Personal Life Choices
The latest editions of several Saudi textbooks call for the killing of any individual who engages in certain acts that we in
the United States would treat as personal life choices. The lessons in these books are even harsher than how the Saudi
state tends to approach such issues: Whereas judges often apply a strict evidentiary standard to reduce the likelihood of
executing a defendant for such acts, no such mitigating context is provided in these lessons.
A 2016-2017 high school textbook on Islamic jurisprudence teaches that the punishment for adultery is being stoned to
death. It adds that the penalty for premarital sex is one hundred lashes and a year of exile.
That same book defines anal sex as a "crime" and says that the majority of jurists have determined that the penalty for it
is "like the penalty for adultery," meaning death. The book dehumanizes anybody who engages in such an act, teaching
that it "creates depravity and lowliness in the soul of whoever commits it, since it extinguishes life." The book adds that
societies in which anal sex spreads are swiftly punished by God, incurring disasters, plagues, iniquity, and corruption.
Additionally, the book teaches that adultery, premarital, and anal sex each bring shame upon one's family and tribe. This
is a key element of the belief system that can lead to tragic honor killings in some communities.
This introductory book on religious law also mandates the death penalty for what is calls "apostasy," meaning abandoning
or renouncing Islam. The book teaches that anybody who does not "return to his religion" after three days must be killed
and will then spend an "eternity in fire." The lesson teaches that there are three main kinds of apostasy: (1) "mocking
Allah or his prophet or his religion" and praying to an entity other than Allah, (2) drawing closer to an entity other than
Allah in ritual acts, or (3) belief in something known to be forbidden in Islam, such as permitting the consumption of
alcohol.
Lastly, the 2016-2017 Saudi curriculum teaches that the death penalty should be applied for certain perceived acts of
sorcery, according to an introductory high school book on monotheism. For those involved in what it calls devil magic,
the penalty given is execution by the state. For acts of magical sleight of hand, the instructed penalty is a rebuke that it
says can also go up to the level of execution.
It is also worth noting that this is the only one of the four directives listed here that specifies that the killing of such people
must be carried out by an authority appointed by the ruler. In all other instances, that assessment is left up to interpretation
by the reader, which could leave open the possibility of vigilante violence by non-state groups.
(B) Anti-Semitic and Anti-Christian Messages
A 2016-2017 Saudi textbook for high school students on Hadith - the traditional corpus of actions attributed to the Prophet
Muhammad - teaches some rather problematic messages about present-day Christianity. The book alleges that
"Christianity in its current state is an invalid, perverted religion" whose promoters seek to dominate Muslim nations using
the "weapon" of "intellectual invasion." The book falsely alleges that the American Universities in Cairo and Beirut are
two of "the institutions leading Christianization all over the world" today.
That same textbook also teaches some misleading lessons about Zionism, the movement to establish a national home for
the Jewish people. It baselessly alleges that Zionism aspires to world domination and a "global Jewish government." It
falsely argues that - as a prelude to world domination - the aim of present-day Zionism and the Israeli government is to
establish a Greater Israel that stretches from the Nile to the Euphrates.
Similarly, a 2016-2017 high school social studies book from Saudi Arabia calls Zionism an "octopus" that it falsely
accuses of seeking to destroy the al-Aqsa Mosque and the entire "Islamic creed." It should be noted that imagery of global
Jewry as an octopus is a common trope used in other anti-Semitic hoaxes, including some editions of the Protocols of the
Elders of Zion n31 Henry Ford's The International Jew, n32 and Nazi propaganda. n33
These books single out Zionism among all other self-determination movements as inherently racist and expansionist,
inexplicably accusing it of spreading drugs and sexually-transmitted diseases in Islamic countries. The books also present
Zionism as inherently "hostile" and a "threat" to the Arab and Muslim world.
In a lesson entitled "the Intifada and the Zionist threat," one of them also falsely asserts that the first Palestinian intifada
caused roughly a million Jews to emigrate from Israel. It praises the intifada as "a war sapping the wave of the Zionists"
and as "a preparation for liberation, Allah permitting."
A twelfth-grade textbook on monotheism from 2016-2017 teaches that God "forbade befriending the infidels," in part
based on a Quranic verse it includes that says not to take Jews or Christians as allies. The book alleges three reasons for
this prohibition, asserting that such infidels are "enemies of God," "enemies of Islam" and its adherents, and that
befriending them would show support for disbelief.
That lesson also teaches that a key part of Islam and Muslim relations with non-believers is a requirement to
"abhor the enemies of Allah and their hostilities."
(C) Messages against Sufi and Shiite Rituals and Non-Monotheistic Religions
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Saudi Arabia's strict brand of Salafist Sunni Islam, commonly referred to in the West as Wahhabism, maintains a strong
emphasis on eschewing any religious practices that could be perceived as deviations from monotheism. As a result, the
kingdom's curriculum includes numerous books on monotheism that admonish against acts of polytheism ("shirk") and
its practitioners ("mushrikeen"). As such, these lessons are inherently critical toward adherents of non-monotheistic
religions. They also single out for criticism many of the rituals that are commonly associated in the local context with
Shiite or Sufi Islam.
For example, an eighth-grade Saudi textbook on monotheism from 2016-2017 that I found defines such rituals - such as
praying while walking around a grave or shrine - as an act of polytheism. Alongside that passage in the text, the book
presents a picture with a big "X" of what appears to be a mock-up of a shrine with names of several Shiite imams behind
it.
In this regard, I would like to recommend to you an important forthcoming study by Human Rights Watch on systematic
discrimination against Shiite citizens of Saudi Arabia. n34 In it, the organization examines how Saudi primary school
textbooks on monotheism from 2016-2017 present relations with non-Sunni Muslims. Generally speaking, it finds that
while the curriculum does not address Shiite Islam explicitly or employ a common local slur for its practitioners as
"rejectionists," the books are still deeply problematic.
They discovered that the 2016-2017 books clearly endorsed Sunni Islam over other religions and repeatedly referred to
well-known stereotypes of Shiite or Sufi rituals as horrendous examples of polytheism. Key examples of such rituals
included swearing by or showing reverence for early figures in Shiite Islam, praying for these or other saintly figures to
"intercede" with Allah on one's behalf, wailing over the dead as some Shiite Muslims do during the holy day of Ashura,
and making pilgrimages to religious sites in addition to those in Mecca and Medina.
(D) Other Encouragement of Violence
The language in 2016-2017 Saudi textbooks that calls for killing people who engage in adultery, anal sex, apostasy,
or certain supposed acts of sorcery are not the only passages that encourage violence against those who act in a
manner inconsistent with the state's vision of Islam.
A 2016-2017 Saudi textbook on monotheism for the twelfth grade teaches that there are four kinds of infidels. The first
three of them include envoys who have diplomatic immunity, peoples who have a non-aggression pact with the Muslim
world, and dhimmis, a term for non-Muslims forced to pay a special tax that is commonly associated with second-class
status. According to this book, the remainder of infidels, who comprise the fourth class, are defined as "combatants,"
whom it says Allah has commanded must be fought until they submit to Islam or agree to become dhimmis.
That book also calls for "fighting the infidels and the polytheists" except under a handful of extenuating circumstances.
Those include: (1) if such non-Muslims have not been given a chance yet to convert to Islam or become dhimmis, (2) if
Muslims are not strong enough to win such a fight, (3) if the ruler does not support it, or (4) if such non-Muslims have a
non-aggression pact with the Muslim world.
According to a February 2017 Wall Street Journal article, a current eighth-grade Saudi textbook on Islamic law instructed
readers to support people who are waging jihad, including by arming them. The passage was translated by the Journal as
follows: "the mujahideen who are doing good deeds for the sake of Allah ... should be given transportation, weapons,
food and anything else they may need to continue their jihad." n35
III. Full Reform is Never Around the Corner
I recently was told by a credible source that Saudi officials now privately claim to have completed the wholesale removal
of religious incitement from their curriculum for the upcoming (2017-2018) school year. Such claims would have to be
viewed with great skepticism due to the kingdom's past track record.
In addition to missing several stated deadlines for textbook reform, Saudi authorities have routinely oversold the extent
of these initiatives to date. As State Department officials have reportedly conceded in private, the real pace of Saudi
textbook reform has been "glacial." n36 Three times in the last decade, newly-appointed Saudi education ministers were
hailed by the West as reformers only to leave office without making meaningful strides toward resolving this issue. n37
In 2003, Adel al-Jubeir - then an advisor to Saudi Arabia's crown prince and now the kingdom's foreign minister - told
Tim Russert that the textbooks issue was "overblown," since the kingdom's books had already been "changed." n38
In 2005, Saudi Arabia's then-foreign minister, Prince Saud al-Faisal, inaccurately assured an audience at the Council on
Foreign Relations that "we have gone through a whole program of going into the educational system from top to bottom,
from schools, teachers, books, and we have taken everything out of them that does not call for cooperation [and]
coexistence." n39
He was echoed by King Abdullah, who told Barbara Walters that fall that the kingdom had "toned ... down" its textbooks
to limit their possible contribution to extremism. n40
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In the spring of 2006, Saudi Arabia's ambassador to the United States, Prince Turki al-Faisal, told a town hall in Los
Angeles that "we eliminated what might be perceived as intolerance from old text books that were in our system," and he
made similar remarks to an audience in Chicago as well. n41
In July 2006, Saudi Arabia pledged to the U.S. government to "remove remaining intolerant references that disparage
Muslims or non-Muslims or that promote hatred toward other religions or religious groups," and that it "expect[ed] to
complete this process in one to two years." n42 Of course, that deadline was missed entirely, and the U.S. did little to
chastise the Saudis for falling short.
In March 2008, Saudi Arabia's deputy minister of education in charge of textbook updates is reported to have incorrectly
claimed to the U.S. Embassy that "most intolerant language had been removed" already from the kingdom's school books.
n43
This reported assertion is particularly surprising because the State Department later reported that his Education Ministry
had just embarked in 2007 on a multi-year process of revising its textbooks, starting with some of the lower grades and
planning to work their way up. n44 In effect, this involved focusing on what Douglas Johnston of ICRD once characterized
as "low-hanging fruit," n45 revising less controversial textbooks for the lower grades while saving the books with the
most problematic materials, which were always at the high school level, for some point down the road.
According to the U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom, Saudi officials claimed several years into this
process that they had "thoroughly revised" the textbooks for these lower grades. n46 According to the State Department,
Saudi Arabia's Ministry of Education said that reforming the textbooks for grades one through nine had been fully
completed by the end of 2012. n47 However, ICRD reported that even these textbooks still contained some deeply
problematic passages. For example, an eighth-grade textbook that has supposedly been already fixed still literally taught
hatred, admonishing students to hate non-believers, as well as calling for the execution of sorcerers. n48
Other problematic passages noted by ICRD in these elementary and middle school books that were supposedly fixed
included: passages that promoted or glorified "aggressive jihad," encouraged "extreme bias toward non-Muslims" and
were "very harmful" for Saudi religious minorities, "gratuitous negative references to Jews and Christians," and "sweeping
indictments" of them as polytheists. n49 According to Hannah Rosenthal, when she was serving as the State Department's
Special Envoy to Monitor and Combat Anti-Semitism, a Saudi official asserted to her in 2011 that a passage calling Jews
the spawn of monkeys or pigs was no longer in use, n50 even though it actually continued to be taught for at least several
more years. n51
If this is what qualifies as a thoroughly revised textbook in Saudi Arabia, then claims that this process may have finally
been extended up through the twelfth grade require renewed scrutiny, not the termination of it.
The Saudis also missed several deadlines after that. In 2011, the kingdom's deputy education minister reportedly told the
U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom that the books would be completely revised by 2013. n52 The
Commission then reported in 2013 that Saudi officials told them that the process of revising these books, including for
grades 10 through 12, would be completed by 2014. n53
In February 2017, Saudi Arabia's education minister said that the kingdom had made strides in reforming its education
system to meet the nation's needs and "get rid of extremism," but that "I think we still have to do a lot in that direction."
n54 According to the Wall Street Journal, he anticipated a "broader curriculum overhaul" after completing a project to
shift Saudi classrooms from using printed materials to electronic tablets, which was expected to take up to three years.
n55
IV. Have the Books Improved at All?
Absolutely, and this is important to recognize while at the same time not treating it as an excuse to avoid raising the issue
urgently with Riyadh.
Some particularly egregious passages evident in past editions have not been spotted in the textbooks of late. For example,
I found the Protocols of the Elders of Zion, a notorious anti-Semitic hoax, n56 being taught in Saudi textbooks as recently
as 2015-2016 but have not yet seen it in those books I have been able to examine for 2016-2017. Whereas previous Saudi
books frequently instructed students to "hate" non-believers, n57 I have seen less of this language in the latest edition.
More often, such language is instead framed somewhat less harshly, as a directive not to befriend non-believers because
it says they are enemies of Muslims and Allah. As noted above, encouragements of violence are still in the curriculum as
well, but they are also less common.
Simultaneously, some passages recommending tolerance have been added to the curriculum over the last sixteen years.
Examples noted this year by the Wall Street Journal included: "terrorism is a form of corruption that God has forbidden"
and terrorism "cannot be considered a form of Islamic jihad," "the prayer of the oppressed, whether from a Muslim or a
non-Muslim, is answered," and "Islam is eager to strengthen bonds of love and brotherhood." n58
The ICRD's 2012 report on Saudi textbooks also found a number of positive passages that had been added to the
curriculum, even though extensive incitement still remained. Positive examples cited by ICRD included: two passages
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describing some or all "people of the book" (meaning Christians, Jews, and Muslims) as "believers," a passage about
human rights under Islam that declares "an Arab has no superiority over a non-Arab," a passage that says the Quran
"commands us to treat parents well and with respect, regardless of whether they are Muslims or non-Muslims," and a
passage specifying that "treating a peaceful kafer [infidel or non-believer] kindly ... is not considered to be forbidden
loyalty." n59
Saudi Arabia has also spent lavishly on teacher training and expanded the teaching of STEM subjects (science, technology,
engineering, and math), for which it receives frequent U.S. praise. n60 But critics rightly point out that these projects
often are used as a distraction from the main problem for U.S. interests: the continued re-publication of incitement year
after year by a U.S. ally in its public school curriculum. n61
V. Why U.S. Policy Needs to Change
The default American approach to this issue is basically to wait and see, what former State Department official Thomas
Farr decried as "no particular sense of urgency" back in 2008. And although working-level bureaucrats sporadically try
to look at this issue, they lack the resources, authorization, and mandate to do so in-depth and regularly enough to have
enough impact. They also lack the support necessary from American leaders, who almost never raise the books in a
serious, detailed, and sustained manner with their Saudi counterparts.
This approach is a formula for failure.
Over a decade-and-a-half has passed since 9/11, and yet millions of Saudi school children have continued to be subjected
to these inhumane lessons. Undoubtedly, such incitement has made America and our allies less secure, making it easier
for the terrorist groups that we are fighting -and that target the kingdom itself - to attract potential new recruits.
Saudi Arabia has not been given a sufficient incentive to undertake the necessary changes to its textbooks in an urgent
enough timeframe. Failing to launch a concerted effort to address Saudi textbooks now would also mean missing a
moment of unusual U.S. leverage with Riyadh.
The Saudi leadership is so eager to see the Trump team follow through on its tough rhetoric regarding Iran that they are
willing to go to great lengths to stay in America's good graces. Furthermore, the kingdom's campaign to mobilize
international pressure against Qatar's reckless policies means that Saudi Arabia now has extra motivation to respond to
public or private concerns about its own record.
VI. Common Counterarguments
I have encountered several main counterarguments to the perspective that America should be pressing Riyadh more
actively to eliminate incitement from its textbooks.
The most reasonable one - with which I still do not agree - is that making a priority out of the textbooks issue cannot be
done without sacrificing other important American interests that pertain to the Saudis. Policy-makers can and should
debate how best to raise this issue without jettisoning other critical priorities with Riyadh.
But more often, the counterarguments that I encounter assert something else: that America bringing up the books would
either be unfair or hurt reformers more that it would help. I find these arguments unpersuasive for the following reasons.
First, some argue that it would be hypocritical for the United States, which was founded on religious liberty, to tell another
nation what to believe. But raising this issue is not the same thing as dictating to Saudi citizens what private beliefs they
should hold. It is beseeching a U.S.-allied government to stop publishing passages in state documents that threaten the
religious liberties and right to life of others, especially when Saudi officials themselves have acknowledged that some
passages in their curriculum do encourage extremism or sow discord. n62
Others argue that outside pressure makes it harder for Saudi Arabia to reform its textbooks because it encourages
hardliners to dig in their heels. Conservatives and preachers undoubtedly care about this issue; but sadly, addressing the
incitement in textbooks has never been a top priority for the kingdom's rulers. Otherwise, they should have been able to
resolve the problem by now without external engagement, as they repeatedly assured us would happen.
Instead, the most explicit Saudi government commitment to address this issue occurred in 2006, just two weeks after Nina
Shea's report on Saudi textbooks revealed that kingdom's claims to have already resolved the issue of incitement in its
textbooks were inaccurate. n63 Whereas Saudi Shiites I encounter - the victims of such incitement - tend to argue for U.S.
pressure over the textbooks issue, n64 it is usually Sunnis close to the regime or Americans focused on eliciting Saudi
cooperation on other issues - who argue that pressuring the Saudis would hurt rather than help Saudi textbook reform.
Another frequent counterargument is the claim that observant Muslim rulers like the Saudis are simply religiously unable
to remove holy directives from state texts. But there are many Muslim-majority nations with Muslim rulers that choose
not to write such egregious forms of incitement in their state curriculum. There is no religious stricture unambiguously
mandating that the textbook of a Muslim state must emphasize particular lines or lessons from scripture. And there are
plenty of lines from which to draw in the Quran and its commentaries that favor coexistence, compassion, tolerance, and
peace. For example, King Salman and his predecessor Abdullah have both admirably emphasized the Quranic dictum that
"there is no compulsion in religion." n65 It has also been persuasively argued by ICRD that on balance, the Quran is
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considerably less negative toward Christians and Jews that the Saudi curriculum. n66 Further, some of the lessons in these
books - such as those calling for killing people for acts considered immoral - are even more extreme than Saudi policy,
since they fail to make clear that such killing must only be conducted by the state and that the bar for such executions
should be prohibitively high.
Finally, some argue that Saudi rulers are simply incapable of moving textbook reform forward more quickly because they
are abjectly dependent upon the kingdom's conservative clerical establishment. And while Saudi rulers do look to senior
clerics for regime support, they are also capable of making textbook reform a greater relative priority among other
culturally contentious topics that the Saudi government is seeking to advance - over, say, hosting the first Saudi "Comic
Con" convention last year and working to open a new Six Flags amusement park. n67 The clerical establishment was
wary of these moves, but the government pushed forward successfully nonetheless. Indeed, Saudi rulers have historically
been able to implement important reforms despite reluctance from the clergy when it suits the needs of the state, such as
with the abolition of slavery, the introduction of television, the hosting American troops during the first Gulf War, and
passing limitations on the austere religious police last year.
VII. Policy Recommendations
More than fifteen years after 9/11, it is unfortunate that we still need to be here today to discuss continued religious
incitement in the government-published textbooks of a pivotal American ally. But the good news is there is plenty that
members of Congress can do to make a difference if they choose to act.
1. Require Timely, Detailed, and Annual U.S. Public Reviews
In its most recent annual report, the U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom called for the executive branch
to "undertake and make public an annual assessment of the relevant Ministry of Education religious textbooks to
determine if passages that teach religious intolerance have been removed." n68 Congress should pass legislation requiring
the executive branch to do exactly that, and should allocate appropriate funding to do so. Legislation of this sort should
require such a public reporting to be as detailed as possible, including full quotations of all passages that could be seen as
encouraging violence or being derogatory toward adherents of other religions. It should require that the U.S. government
complete its review within 90 days from the start of the new Saudi school year each September to ensure its results are
valid long enough that U.S. officials can engage extensively with Riyadh while books are still current and before drafting
of the next edition is finalized. If Saudi officials do not make the books available in time for such an assessment, the U.S.
should revisit Saudi Arabia's longstanding waiver under the International Religious Freedom Act, first granted in 2006 in
part based on assurances that its textbooks would be fully revised long ago. n69 Legislation should also require that copies
of these books be made available in the Library of Congress for private researchers and Congressional staff.
2. Require an Assessment of Saudi Exportation of Incitement
Direct the U.S. intelligence community to monitor for instances in which Saudi Arabia's government-backed exportation
of religious messages involves propagating incitement, and allocate appropriate resources for it to do so. Mandate onetime or ongoing governmental reporting to Congress on the matter, primarily in an unclassified format and with a
classified annex if appropriate, but only to the extent necessary to protect sources and methods.
3. Insist on the Nomination of Relevant U.S. Envoys
Roughly half a year has passed, and yet at the time of writing this, the new U.S. administration still has not picked a
nominee for ambassador to Saudi Arabia. It also has not nominated an ambassador-at-large for international religious
freedom, a special representative to Muslim communities, a special envoy to monitor and combat anti-Semitism, or a
special envoy to promote religious freedom of religious minorities in the Near East and South and Central Asia with the
rank of ambassador, even though three of these four positions are mandated by act of Congress. n70 Members of Congress
should raise this with the administration in public and in private until nominees for all five positions have been named.
4. Call on Saudi Arabia to Replace Old Textbooks Overseas
In its most recent annual report, the U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom called on the U.S. to "press the
Saudi government to denounce publicly the continued use around the world of older versions of Saudi textbooks and other
materials that promote hatred and intolerance, and to make every attempt to retrieve, or buy back, previously distributed
materials that contain intolerance." n71 Members of Congress should add their voice to this call, both in public and in
private, and use letters or legislation to urge the administration to do so as well.
5. Encourage Rebooting the U.S.-Saudi Strategic Dialogue
The George W. Bush administration launched an annual strategic dialogue with Saudi Arabia in 2005 to ensure that issues
of concern to either side would get a full hearing even when top leaders are preoccupied with other matters. That dialogue
lapsed during the Obama administration, but it should be restarted. The new crown prince of Saudi Arabia is said to
support such an idea as well. n72 One of the working groups should be expressly designed to address the U.S. concerns
about incitement (in textbooks and other venues) as well as human rights, while also giving Saudi Arabia an opportunity
to advocate for the rights and dignity of Muslims in America.
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6. Raise Saudi Textbooks, Publicly and Privately, as a Priority Issue
Members of Congress should raise the issue of incitement in Saudi textbooks both privately and publicly. They should
encourage the president and secretary of state to address it as well, and urge President Trump to issue a formal directive
to cabinet members and U.S. agencies to make the issue a priority in U.S.-Saudi relations.
While in Saudi Arabia this May, President Trump participated in the inauguration of a Global Center for Combating
Extremist Ideology, which he predicted "will make history." n73 Reflecting on his visit to the kingdom several weeks
later, he urged all nations to "stop teaching people to kill other people. Stop filling their minds with hate and intolerance."
n74 Trump said he would not "name other countries" besides Qatar, n75 but without addressing the issue of Saudi
textbooks more directly, our Saudi allies will simply continue doing what they have been doing: reprinting incitement
year after year while whittling away at the edges. In the meantime, these deeply problematic books will be delivered to
another generation of school children.
n1 Nina Shea, "Saudi Arabia's Curriculum of Intolerance: With Excerpts from Saudi Ministry of Education Textbooks
for
Islamic
Studies,"
Freedom
House,
2006,
page
11.
(https://freedomhouse.org/sites/default/files/CurriculumOfIntolerance.pdf)
n2 Margherita Stancati and Ahmed Al Omran, "Saudis Ready Digital Push to Get Islamic Extremism out of Schools:
Textbooks were Criticized after 9/11 for Tendentious Content Pitting Muslims against Other Religions," The Wall Street
Journal, February 15, 2017. (https://www.wsi.com/articles/saudis-readv-digital-push-to-get-islamic-extremism-out-ofschools-1487154603)
n3 David Andrew Weinberg, "Trump's Counter-Extremism Effort Should Address Saudi Textbooks: The President Will
Have to Address Incitement in Riyadh's Government-Published Textbooks," The Huffngton Post, May 20, 2017.
(http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/turning-the-page-on-hate-trumps-counter-extremism
us
5920a45de4b0e8f558bb2719)
n4 David Andrew Weinberg, "Textbook Diplomacy: Why the State Department Shelved a Study on Incitement in Saudi
Education
Materials,"
Foundation
for
Defense
of
Democracies,
March
2014.
(http://www.defenddemocracy.org/content/uploads/documents/Textbook Diplomacy.pdf)
n5 "The State of Tolerance in the Curriculum of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia," International Center for Religion and
Diplomacy, 2012, page 104. (https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/08/17/international-home/document-state-deptstudy-on-saudi-textbooks.html); "The Global Spread of Saudi Textbooks," International Center for Religion and
Diplomacy, 2013. (https://www.nvtimes.com/interactive/2016/08/17/intemational-home/document-state-dept-study-onsaudi-textbooks.html)
n6 David Andrew Weinberg, "Textbook Diplomacy: Why the State Department Shelved a Study on Incitement in Saudi
Education Materials," Foundation for Defense of Democracies, March 2014, pages 4 and 8.
(http://www.defenddemocracy.org/content/uploads/documents/Textbook Diplomacy.pdf)
n7 See, for example, "AJC Urges U.S. to Press Saudis on Textbooks," American Jewish Committee, March 26, 2014.
(http://www.aic.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=7oJILSPwFfJSGandb=8479733andct=13805419)
n8 Ned Parker, "Iraqi Insurgency Said to Include Many Saudis: They Outnumber other Foreigners, and Half Join as
Suicide
Bombers,
a
Senior
U.S.
Officer
Says,"
Los
Angeles
Times,
July
15,
2007.(http://articles.latimes.com/2007/iul/15/world/fg-saudi15): Mohanad Hashim, "Iraq and Syria: Who are the Foreign
Fighters?" BBC News (UK), September 3, 2014. (http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-29043331): "The Other
Beheaders: Crime and Punishment in Saudi Arabia," The Economist, September 20, 2014.
(https://www.economist.com/news/middle-east-and-africa/21618918-possible-reasons-mvsterious-surge-executionsother-beheaders)
n9 Financial Action Task Force, "Terrorist Financing FATF Report to G20 Leaders: Actions Being Taken by the FATF,"
November 2015, page 4. (http://www.fatf-gafi.org/media/fatf/documents/reports/Terrorist-financing-actions-taken-byFATF.pdf)
n10 Declan Walsh, "Wikileaks Cables Portray Saudi Arabia as a Cash Machine for Terrorists," The Guardian (UK),
December 5, 2010. (https://www.theguardian.com/world/2010/dec/05/wikileaks-cables-saudi-terrorist-fnnding): David
Andrew Weinberg, "Analysis: State Department Identifies Gulf Shortcomings on Counterterrorism Efforts,"FDD's Long
War Journal, June 3, 2016. (http://www.longwariournal.org/archives/2016/06/analvsis-state-department-identifies-gulfshortcomings-on-counterterrorism-efforts.php)
n11 International Center for Religion and Diplomacy, "The Global Spread of Saudi Textbooks," 2013.
(https://www.nvtimes.com/interactive/2016/08/17/international-home/document-state-dept-studv-on-sauditextbooks.html); Graham Paton, "Muslim Pupils Learn to Cut Off Hands of Thieves," The Telegraph (UK), November
21, 2010. (http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/8150247/Muslim-pupils-learn-to-cut-off-hands-ofthieves.html); "Saudi School 'Teaching Anti-Semitism'," The Local (Austria), November 14, 2014.

Page | 63

(https://www.thelocal.at/20141114/saudi-school-teaching-anti-semitism); Jamie Tarabay, "Virginia Islamic School's
Expansion Met Protests," NPR, January 30, 2010. (http://www.npr.org/templates/storv/storv.php?storvId=122987391)
n12 Jerry Markon, "Va. Man's Sentence Increased to Life in Terror Plot," The Washington Post, July 28, 2009.
(http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/07/27/AR2009072701384.html)
n13 David D. Kirkpatrick, "ISIS' Harsh Brand of Islam is Rooted in Austere Saudi Creed," The New York Times,
September
24,
2014.
(https://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/25/world/middleeast/isis-abu-bakr-baghdadi-caliphwahhabi.html); Scott Shane, "Saudis and Extremism: 'Both the Arsonists and the Firefighters,'" The New York Times,
August 25, 2016. (https://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/26/world/middleeast/saudi-arabia-islam.html)
n14 See, for example, Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, "103 People Executed in 7 Provinces over 50 Days," Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights, February 20, 2015. (http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=13059); David Andrew Weinberg,
"Saudi Textbooks Propagate Intolerance," The Hill, October 30, 2015. (http://thehill.com/blogs/congressblog/education/258583-saudi-textbooks-propagate-intolerance)
n15 Robert Lacey, Inside the Kingdom: Kings, Clerics, Modernists, Terrorists, and the Struggle for Saudi Arabia
(Penguin, 2009), pages xx-xxi.
n16 Stuart A. Levey, "Loss of Moneyman a Big Blow for al-Qaeda," The Washington Post, June 6, 2010.
(http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/06/04/AR2010060404271 .html)
n17 Thomas F. Farr, World of Faith and Freedom: Why International Religious Liberty is Vital to American National
Security (Oxford, 2008), page 241.
n18 Michael Gerson, "Iran's Hate Speech is an Incitement to Genocide," The Washington Post, April 4, 2013.
(https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/michael-gerson-irans-hate-speech-is-an-incitement-togenocide/2013/04/04/2686e7a8-9ca1-11e2-9a79-eb5280c81c63 story.html)
n19 David Andrew Weinberg, "Congress Must Press Qatar for Highlighting Hate Preacher," The Hill, April 30, 2017.
(http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/foreign-policv/331264-congress-must-press-qatar-for-highlighting-hate-preacher)
n20 David Daoud and David Andrew Weinberg, "Two Steps Forward, One Step Back: Saudi Arabia Still Hostile to Jews,"
The Forward, May 15, 2017. (http://www.defenddemocracy.org/media-hit/david-daoud-two-steps-forward-one-stepback-saudi-arabia-still-hostile-to-israel/)
n21 David Daoud and David Andrew Weinberg, "Saudi Clerics' Rhetoric - and Implications for Global Security," The
Wall Street Journal, April 20, 2016. (https://blogs.wsi.com/washwire/2016/04/20/saudi-clerics-rhetoric-and-implicationsfor-global-security/)
n22 Oren Adaki, "Highlighting Hatred in Saudi Textbooks," Foundation for Defense of Democracies website, March 27,
2014. (http://www.defenddemocracy.org/media-hit/oren-adaki-highlighting-hatred-in-saudi-textbooks/)
n23 iTunes app accessed July 14, 2017. (https://goo.gl/qk4SBk); accessed July 14, 2017; archived April 10, 2016.
(https://goo.gl/wo2kyU); accessed July 14, 2017;archived July 8, 2016. (https ://goo. gl/2MZs8A)
n24 David Andrew Weinberg, "Textbook Diplomacy: Why the State Department Shelved a Study on Incitement in Saudi
Education
Materials,"
Foundation
for
Defense
of
Democracies,
March
2014,
page
7.
(http://www.defenddemocracy.org/content/uploads/documents/Textbook Diplomacy.pdf)
n25 "The State of Tolerance in the Curriculum of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia," International Center for Religion and
Diplomacy, 2012, page 104. (https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/08/17/international-home/document-state-deptstudv-on-saudi-textbooks.html)
n26 U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom, "Policy Focus: Saudi Arabia," Fall 2007, pages 2, 6, 13-14,
and 22. (http://www.uscirf,gov/sites/default/files/resources/stories/PDFs/PolicyFocus SaudiArabia Fall2007.pdf); U.S.
Commission on International Religious Freedom, "Annual Report for 2010," May 2010, page 130.
(http://www.uscirf,gov/sites/default/files/resources/ar2010/saudiarabia2010.pdf); U.S. Commission on International
Religious
Freedom,
"Annual
Report
for
2011,"
May
2011,
page
150.(http://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/resources/book%20with%20cover%20for%20web.pdf)
n27 Nina Shea, Ten Years On: Saudi Arabia's Textbooks Still Promote Religious Violence (Hudson Institute, 2011), page
6.
(https://www.hudson.org/content/researchattachments/attachment/931/sauditextbooks2011final.pdf):U.S.
Commission on International Religious Freedom, "Annual Report 2013," April 2013, page 142.
(http://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/fdes/resources/2013%20USCIRF%20Annual%20Report%20(2).pdf)
n28 iEn National Education Portal, "ftdl f^l" accessed July 14, 2017. (https://ien.edu.sa/#/home/5142)
n29 I received invaluable advice in this regard from David Daoud, who was serving as an Arabic-language research
analyst at FDD and now works for United Against a Nuclear Iran.
n30 David Andrew Weinberg, "Trump's Counter-Extremism Effort Should Address Saudi Textbooks: The President Will
Have to Address Incitement in Riyadh's Government-Published Textbooks," The Huffington Post, May 20, 2017.

Page | 64

(http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entrv/turning-the-page-on-hate-trumps-counter-extremism
us
5920a45de4b0e8f558bb2719)
n31 "Egyptian Television Re-Airs Anti-Semitic Miniseries 'Horseman without a Horse,'" Anti-Defamation League, April
5, 2012. (https://www.adl.org/blog/egyptian-television-re-airs-anti-semitic-miniseries-horseman-without-a-horse)
n32 "File:2001 ed The International Jew by Henry Fordjpg," Wikipedia, accessed July 14, 2017.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:2001 ed The International Jew by Henry Ford.jpg)
n33 "'Seppla' [Josef Plank], Churchill as an Octopus, between 1935 and 1943," in Churchill and the Great Republic,
accessed July 14, 2017 via Library of Congress.(http://www.loc. gov/exhibits/churchill/interactive/ html)
n34 Human Rights Watch, They Are Not Our Brothers: Hate Speech by Saudi Officials, (forthcoming).
n35 Margherita Stancati and Ahmed Al Omran, "Saudis Ready Digital Push to Get Islamic Extremism out of Schools:
Textbooks were Criticized after 9/11 for Tendentious Content Pitting Muslims against Other Religions," The Wall Street
Journal, February 15, 2017. (https://www.wsi.com/articles/saudis-readv-digital-push-to-get-islamic-extremism-out-ofschools-1487154603); This newspaper article also included several other worrisome passages from Saudi textbooks, but
there is some inconsistency in the piece as to whether those other passages were from the most recent school year or from
previous editions.
n36 Cited in Nina Shea, Ten Years On: Saudi Arabia's Textbooks Still Promote Religious Violence (Hudson Institute,
2011), page 12. (https://www.hudson.org/content/researchattachments/attachment/931/sauditextbooks2011final.pdf)
n37 "Editorial: A Promise of Reform in Saudi Arabia," The New York Times, February 25, 2009.
(http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/26/opinion/26thu2.html): Ellen Knickmeyer and Ahmed Omran, "Some Saudis See
New Appointments as Challenge to Kingdom's Fundamentalists," The Wall Street Journal, December 23, 2013.
(https://blogs.wsi.com/middleeast/2013/12/23/some-saudis-see-new-appointments-as-challenge-to-kingdomsfundamentalists/): "A New King's Duty to Young Saudis," Christian Science Monitor, February 4, 2015.
(https://www.csmonitor.com/Commentarv/the-monitors-view/2015/0204/A-new-king-s-dutv-to-voung-Saudis)
n38 Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia, Press Release, "Adel al-Jubeir, Foreign Policy Advisor to Crown Prince Abdullah
on
NBC's
'Meet
the
Press',"
May
18,
2003,
archived
June
12,
2015.(http://web.archive.org/web/20150612094516/https://saudiembassy.net/archive/2003/transcript/page21 .aspx)
n39 "The Fight against Extremism and the Search for Peace," Council on Foreign Relations, September 20, 2005, archived
April 19, 2017. (http://web.archive.org/web/20170419011341/https://www.cfr.org/radicalization-and-extremism/fightagainst-extremism-search-peace-rush-transcript-federal-news-service-inc/p8908)
n40 "Transcript: Saudi King Abdullah Talks to Barbara Walters," ABC News, October 14, 2015.
(http://abcnews.go.com/2020/International/storv?id=1214706andpage=1)
n41 Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia, Press Release, "Saudi Ambassador Addresses Town Hall Los Angeles, March 21,
2006,
archived
September
9,
2015.(http://web.archive.org/web/20150909222625/https://saudiembassy.net/archive/2006/speeches/page52.aspx
);
Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia, Press Release, "Prince Turki's Address to the Chicago Council on Foreign Relations,"
April
20,
2006,
archived
September
10,
2015.(http://web.archive.org/web/20150910090029/https://saudiembassy.net/archive/2006/speeches/page43.aspx)
n42 Nina Shea, "Saudi Reform Pledge Publicly Distributed in July 2006 by U.S. State Department Officials," Ten Years
On: Saudi Arabia's Textbooks Still Promote Religious Violence (Hudson Institute, 2011), page 47.
(https://www.hudson.org/content/researchattachments/attachment/931/sauditextbooks2011final.pdf)
n43 Cited in David Andrew Weinberg, "Textbook Diplomacy: Why the State Department Shelved a Study on Incitement
in Saudi Education Materials," Foundation for Defense of Democracies, March 2014, page 7.
(http://www.defenddemocracy.org/content/uploads/documents/Textbook Diplomacy.pdf)
n44 U.S. Department of State, "Saudi Arabia," 2009 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices, March 11, 2010.
(https://www.state.gov/i/drl/rls/hrrpt/2009/nea/136079.htm)
n45 Quoted in David Andrew Weinberg, "Textbook Diplomacy: Why the State Department Shelved a Study on Incitement
in Saudi Education Materials," Foundation for Defense of Democracies, March 2014, page 8.
(http://www.defenddemocracy.org/content/uploads/documents/Textbook Diplomacy.pdf)
n46 U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom, "Annual Report 2012," March 2012, page 167.
(http://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/resources/Annual%20Report%20of%20USCIRF%202012(2).pdf)
n47 U.S. Department of State, "Saudi Arabia," 2012 International Religious Freedom Report, May 20, 2013, page 14.
(https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/208622.pdf)
n48 "The State of Tolerance in the Curriculum of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia," International Center for Religion and
Diplomacy, 2012, page 21. (https://www.nvtimes.com/interactive/2016/08/17/international-home/document-state-deptstudy-on-saudi-textbooks.html)

Page | 65

n49 "The State of Tolerance in the Curriculum of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia," International Center for Religion and
Diplomacy, 2012, pages 21-25. (https://www.nvtimes.com/interactive/2016/08/17/international-home/document-statedept-study-on-saudi-textbooks.html)
n50 Ron Kampeas, "U.S. State Dept. to Study Saudi Texts," Jewish Telegraphic Agency, July 7, 2011.
(http://www.ita.org/2011/07/07/news-opinion/united-states/u-s-state-dept-to-study-saudi-texts)
n51 Nina Shea, Ten Years On: Saudi Arabia's Textbooks Still Promote Religious Violence (Hudson Institute, 2011), page
15. (https://www.hudson.org/content/researchattachments/attachment/931/sauditextbooks2011final.pdf); "The State of
Tolerance in the Curriculum of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia," International Center for Religion and Diplomacy, 2012,
page 40. (https://www.nvtimes.com/interactive/2016/08/17/international-home/document-state-dept-study-on-sauditextbooks.html); Margherita Stancati and Ahmed Al Omran, "Saudis Ready Digital Push to Get Islamic Extremism out
of Schools: Textbooks were Criticized after 9/11 for Tendentious Content Pitting Muslims against Other Religions," The
Wall Street Journal, February 15, 2017. (https://www.wsi.com/articles/saudis-ready-digital-push-to-get-islamicextremism-out-of-schools-1487154603)
n52 U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom, "Annual Report 2012," March 2012, page 167.
(http://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/resources/Annual%20Report%20of%20USCIRF%202012(2).pdf): Nina Shea,
Ten Years On: Saudi Arabia's Textbooks Still Promote Religious Violence (Hudson Institute, 2011), page 12.
(https://www.hudson.org/content/researchattachments/attachment/931/sauditextbooks2011final.pdf):
n53 U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom, "Annual Report 2013," April 2013, page 136.
(http://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/resources/2013%20USCIRF%20Annual%20Report%20(2).pdf)
n54 Margherita Stancati and Ahmed Al Omran, "Saudis Ready Digital Push to Get Islamic Extremism out of Schools:
Textbooks were Criticized after 9/11 for Tendentious Content Pitting Muslims against Other Religions," The Wall Street
Journal, February 15, 2017. (https://www.wsi.com/articles/saudis-readv-digital-push-to-get-islamic-extremism-out-ofschools-1487154603)
n55 Margherita Stancati and Ahmed Al Omran, "Saudis Ready Digital Push to Get Islamic Extremism out of Schools:
Textbooks were Criticized after 9/11 for Tendentious Content Pitting Muslims against Other Religions," The Wall Street
Journal, February 15, 2017. (https://www.wsi.com/articles/saudis-ready-digital-push-to-get-islamic-extremism-out-ofschools-1487154603)
n56 United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, "Protocols of the Elders of Zion," Holocaust Encyclopedia, accessed
July 16, 2017. (https://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php7ModuleIdM0007058)
n57 U.S. Department of State, "Saudi Arabia," 2011 International Religious Freedom Report, July 30, 2012, p. 13.
(https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/193117.pdf)
n58 Slides associated with Margherita Stancati and Ahmed Al Omran, "Saudis Ready Digital Push to Get Islamic
Extremism out of Schools: Textbooks were Criticized after 9/11 for Tendentious Content Pitting Muslims against Other
Religions," The Wall Street Journal, February 15, 2017. (https://www.wsi.com/articles/saudis-ready-digital-push-to-getislamic-extremism-out-of-schools-1487154603)
n59 "The State of Tolerance in the Curriculum of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia," International Center for Religion and
Diplomacy, 2012, pages 93-96. (https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/08/17/international-home/document-statedept-study-on-saudi-textbooks.html)
n60 Royal Saudi Embassy in Washington, DC, "Saudi Arabia and Counterterrorism," April 2017, page 49.
(https://www.saudiembassy.net/sites/default/files/White%20Paper Counterterrorism April2017 0 0.pdf)
n61 David Andrew Weinberg, "Textbook Diplomacy: Why the State Department Shelved a Study on Incitement in Saudi
Education
Materials,"
Foundation
for
Defense
of
Democracies,
March
2014,
pages
7-8.
(http://www.defenddemocracy.org/content/uploads/documents/Textbook Diplomacy.pdf)
n62 Abdallah Yahya al-Mouallimi, al-Madina (Saudi Arabia), November 10, 2014. (http://www.almadina.com/article/341901/); Margherita Stancati and Ahmed Al Omran, "Saudis Ready Digital Push to Get Islamic
Extremism out of Schools: Textbooks were Criticized after 9/11 for Tendentious Content Pitting Muslims against Other
Religions," The Wall Street Journal, February 15, 2017.(https://www.wsi.com/articles/saudis-readv-digital-push-to-getislamic-extremism-out-of-schools-1487154603)
n63 David Andrew Weinberg, "Textbook Diplomacy: Why the State Department Shelved a Study on Incitement in Saudi
Education Materials," Foundation for Defense of Democracies, March 2014, pages 6 and 9.
(http://www.defenddemocracy.org/content/uploads/documents/Textbook Diplomacy.pdf)
n64 See also Thomas F. Farr, World of Faith and Freedom: Why International Religious Liberty is Vital to American
National Security (Oxford, 2008), page 238.
n65 U.S. Department of State, Saudi Arabia 2013 Report on International Religious Freedom, July 28, 2014, page 16.
(https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/222523.pdf)

Page | 66

n66 "The State of Tolerance in the Curriculum of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia," International Center for Religion and
Diplomacy, 2012, pages 83-91. (https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/08/17/international-home/document-statedept-study-on-saudi-textbooks.html)
n67 Katie Paul and William Maclean, "Saudi Entertainment Chief Sees Cinemas Returning, Eventually," Reuters, April
27, 2017. (http://www.reuters.com/article/us-saudi-entertainment-idUSKBN17T2WP)
n68 U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom, "2017 Annual Report," April 2017, page 76.
(http://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/2017.USCIRFAnnualReport.pdf)
n69 U.S. Department of State, Press Release, "Ambassador at Large for International Religious Freedom Briefs Congress
on U.S.-Saudi Discussions on Religious Practice and Tolerance," July 19, 2006. (https://20012009.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2006/69197.htm)
n70 "Tracking How Many Key Positions Trump Has Filled So Far," The Washington Post, updated July 14, 2017,
accessed July 16, 2017. (https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/politics/trump-administration-appointeetracker/database/)
n71 U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom, "2017 Annual Report," April 2017, page 76.
(http://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/2017.USCIRFAnnualReport.pdf)
n72 Bilal Y. Saab, "Can Mohamed bin Salman Reshape Saudi Arabia? The Treacherous Path to Reform," Foreign Affairs,
January 5, 2017. (https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/saudi-arabia/2017-01-05/can-mohamed-bin-salman-reshapesaudi-arabia)
n73 White House, Press Release, "President Trump's Speech to the Arab Islamic American Summit," May 21, 2017.
(https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/05/21/president-trumps-speech-arab-islamic-american-summit)
n74 White House, Press Release, "Remarks by President Trump and President Iohannis of Romania in a Joint Press
Conference," June 9, 2017. (https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/06/09/remarks-president-trump-andpresident-iohannis-romania-joint-press)
n75 White House, Press Release, "Remarks by President Trump and President Iohannis of Romania in a Joint Press
Conference," June 9, 2017. (https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/06/09/remarks-president-trump-andpresident-iohannis-romania-joint-press)
Read this original document at: http://docs.house.gov/meetings/FA/FA18/20170719/106289/HHRG-115-FA18-WstateWeinbergD-20170719.pdf

Page | 67

Post & Courier (Charleston, SC)
July 17, 2017

Macron decries France's Nazi past during Netanyahu visit; Macron decries
France's Nazi past during Netanyahu visit
ANGELA CHARLTON Associated Press ;
PARIS - French President Emmanuel Macron denounced France's collaboration in the Holocaust, lashing out Sunday at
those who negate or minimize the country's role in sending tens of thousands of Jews to their deaths.
After he and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu attended a Holocaust commemoration, Macron also appealed
for renewed Israeli-Palestinian peace talks. Worried that Netanyahu is backing away from commitment to a two-state
solution, Macron assailed Jewish settlement construction as a threat to international hopes for peace.
Commemorating 75 years since a mass roundup of Jews during the darkest chapter of modern French history, Macron
insisted that "it was indeed France that organized this."
"Not a single German" was directly involved, he said, but French police collaborating with the Nazis.
Holocaust survivors recounted wrenching stories at the ceremony at the site of Vel d'Hiv stadium outside Paris, where
police herded some 13,000 people on July 16-17, 1942, before they were deported to camps. More than 4,000 were
children. Fewer than 100 survived.
They were among some 76,000 Jews deported from France to Nazi camps.
It was a half-century later that then-President Jacques Chirac became the first French leader to acknowledge the state's
role in the Holocaust's horrors.
Macron dismissed arguments by French far-right leaders and others that the collaborationist Vichy regime didn't represent
France. "It is convenient to see the Vichy regime as born of nothingness, returned to nothingness. Yes, it's convenient,
but it is false. We cannot build pride upon a lie."
French Jewish leaders hailed Macron's speech Sunday - even as critics railed at him online, where renewed anti-Semitism
has flourished. Macron pledged to fight such racism, and called for thorough investigation into the recent killing of a
Parisian woman believed linked to anti-Jewish sentiment.
Netanyahu said that "recently we have witnessed a rise of extremist forces that seek to destroy not only the Jews, but of
course the Jewish state as well, but well beyond that. ... The zealots of militant Islam, who seek to destroy you, seek to
destroy us as well. We must stand against them together."
Pro-Palestinian and other activists protested Netanyahu's appearance in Paris, criticizing Jewish settlement policy and the
blockade of Gaza.
Macron condemned an attack last week that killed two Israeli police officers at a Jerusalem shrine revered by Jews and
Muslims, and said he is committed to Israel's security - but warned that continued Jewish settlement construction threatens
peace efforts.
"I call for a resumption of negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians in the framework of the search for a solution
of two states, Israel and Palestine, living in recognized, secure borders with Jerusalem as the capital," Macron told
reporters.
At his side, Netanyahu said, "We share the same desire for a peaceful Middle East," but didn't elaborate on eventual peace
talks.
While Macron has been flexing his diplomatic skills with outreach to President Donald Trump and others, he didn't
indicate any eagerness for France to spearhead such negotiations, after a lackluster French Mideast diplomatic effort under
his predecessor early this year.
Macron and Netanyahu also discussed fighting extremism in Syria and elsewhere, and improving economic cooperation.
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CNN SHOW: New Day Sunday 7:00 AM EST
July 16, 2017

Poll: Trump Approval Drops to 36 Percent Amid Stalled Agenda; Re-Election
Campaign Paid $50K to Firm Repping Trump Jr.; Fired FBI Director Writing
Book About Public Service; Senate Health Bill Vote Delayed After McCain
Surgery; Pope Francis' Confidants Blast Some Trump Supporters; Women of
ISIS Describe Life Inside "Caliphate"; Tech World Hit By Sexual Harassment
Storm; U.K. Judge Rules U.S. Doctor Can Examine Charlie Gard. Aired 7-8a ET
Christi Paul, Victor Blackwell, Eugene Scott, Norm Eisen, Brian Stelter, Daniel Burke, Nick Paton Walsh, Laurie
Segall, Jacqueline Howard
GUESTS: Ashley Willcott
HIGHLIGHT: According to a new poll from "The Washington Post" and ABC News, just 36 percent of likely voters
say President Trump is doing a good job, 58 percent disapprove. The president's reelection campaign has since paid
$50,000 to a law firm that is now defending Donald Trump Jr. Fired FBI Director James Comey is writing a book about
his public service now, and could share about his involvement in the election and its controversial interactions with
President Trump. Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell putting the brake on this week's planned vote after word that
Senator John McCain is recovering from surgery to remove a blood clot. Two close confidants of Pope France are blasting
Trump and his supporters on what the religious leaders called a xenophobic and Islamophobic vision. The women who
wanted to marry ISIS fighters, were they tricked with false promises? There is a scandal in Silicon Valley, and women
are now coming forward revealing stories of sexual harassment. A neurologist from New York's Columbia University
Medical Center is being allowed to fly to London to assess Charlie Charlie's condition this week.
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: -- keeps eating away at the credibility of the president.
[07:00:03] UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Why is it lie after lie after lie? If you clean, come on clean.
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Ty Cobb is powerful Washington, D.C. defense attorney. He is now expected to oversee the
White House response to the Russia investigation.
MIKE PENCE, VICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: We are going to repeal and replace Obamacare.
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: Republican Senator John McCain recovering from eye surgery will not perform any official
duties all next week.
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Donald Trump was in Paris this week. He met the French president's wife, Brigitte Macron,
and he said, you're in such great shape. If he said that to you, would you be flattered or offended?
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: I'd be taken aback. I wonder if she could say the same of him?
(END VIDEOTAPE)
ANNOUNCER: This is NEW DAY WEEKEND with Victor Blackwell and Christi Paul.
CHRISTI PAUL, CNN ANCHOR: I hope Sunday is good to you today. Thank you for spending some time with us this
morning here.
We are talking about a lot of things when it comes to Washington -- the Russian scandal, the intense battle over health
care, stalling the president's agenda, and taking a hefty toll, it seems, on the president's approval rating.
VICTOR BLACKWELL, CNN ANCHOR: Yes, look at these numbers. According to a new poll from "The Washington
Post" and ABC News, just 36 percent of likely voters say President Trump is doing a good job, 58 percent disapprove.
This comes as President Trump deals with the fallout of a secret meeting his son and campaign aides held with the
Russians. The president's reelection campaign has since paid $50,000 to a law firm that is now defending Donald Trump
Jr.
PAUL: Also from memos to a memoir, the man who was once at the helm of the Russian investigation is writing a book
about his public service now. What fired FBI Director James Comey could share about his involvement in the election
and its controversial interactions with President Trump.
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BLACKWELL: And health care off track again. Overnight, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell putting the brake
on this week's planned vote after word that Senator John McCain is recovering from surgery to remove a blood clot. The
Senate cannot afford to lose even one vote, so the voting will be delayed on that plan.
With me now is CNN politics reporter Eugene Scott, and CNN contributor and former ethics czar in the Obama
administration, Ambassador Norm Eisen.
Good morning to both of you.
EUGENE SCOTT, CNN POLITICS REPORTER: Good morning.
BLACKWELL: So, Mr. Ambassador, let me start with you.
And a new official statement via Twitter from the president defending his son Donald Trump Jr., and this is what he says,
Hillary Clinton can illegally get the questions to the debate and delete 33,000 emails that my son Don is scorned by the
fake news media.
That coming within the last few minutes on Twitter. For the first question given during a debate, someone lost a job.
There was an investigation for the 33,000 e-mails. This is now an investigation into this potential or possible collusion
with Russia and what we're learning is not fake news because it's been disclosed by his son-in- law, his also senior adviser,
and his son.
NORM EISEN, CNN CONTRIBUTOR: Well, Victor, thanks for having me.
And I have to say that the president's tweet is unseemly. He is the chief law enforcement officer and this situation is a
very serious one. The e-mail trail between Don Jr. and Mr. Goldstone makes clear that there was an enthusiastic embrace
of what was described as a Russian government effort to aid the Trump campaign and to hurt Hillary Clinton. That raises
a host of legal issues under American law, campaign finance violations, possible conspiracy relating to the computer fraud
statutes, a host of other legal issues.
So, the president should be allowing the investigation to proceed, not slandering it. It's ridiculous to say that passing a
debate question is illegal.
BLACKWELL: Eugene, let me come to you about what this exposes and still the major challenging of this incoming
attorney Ty Cobb who is going to be joining the White House staff is to control the message. If you've got the president
waking up 6:30 Eastern starting to tweet about this investigation, that, I would assume, does not fall in line with where
Ty Cobb wants the White House messaging to go?
SCOTT: I would imagine that that's the case, Victor. But if Ty Cobb has been paying attention to the president before he
came on board, he certainly realizes he did not control Donald Trump when it comes to social media. I think one of the
big challenges that the president's team has faced in responding to this is that the message they want to put out is quite an
incomplete message which forces the media, opponents and even other Republicans to go on the record to clarify things.
[07:05:11] For example, he tweets about Trump Jr. and e-mails. The reality that is very important is that it was not just
Trump Jr. attending this meeting. It was his campaign manager, as well as a current White House adviser to the president
himself and as we have learned, other people. And so, the reality is when the president tweets things that are not completely
true, he keeps this story in the news because the new has to clarify it.
BLACKWELL: All right. Ambassador, let's move on to Jared Kushner who is of the three campaign official who were in
the room, the only one who's a part of the administration. And you believe that it's unlikely due to the nature and what we
are learning about the number of people who are in the room now, up to eight, that it's unlikely that he simply forgot about
this meeting and it opens him up to liability related to false statements. But is that something that can be proven, that he
didn't simply forget?
EISEN: Well, the special counsel, Bob Mueller, will make that assessment based on all of the evidence, Victor. He'll look
at the nature of this e-mail that was forwarded to Mr. Kushner. We know that. And it says in the subject line,
Clinton/Russia. So, he'll need to assess whether this is the kind of meeting that Mr. Kushner would have forgotten or not.
Reportedly, a hundred foreign meetings have been added to Kushner's filings with the United States for his security
clearance.
The false statements liability is significant. And, remember, often when with prosecutors feel that something wrong has
happened, but they can't prove the underlying case, they believe Mr. Kushner was involved perhaps, at the end, if the
evidence shows it in the computer fraud, they go after the false statements. And so I think there's a serious worry here. I
think Mr. Kushner is probably not sleeping very easily these days.
BLACKWELL: Yes. He also had a shift in his legal team as well this weekend. Eugene, let me come to you with the
latest on "Washington Post"/ABC News poll numbers that show that 48 percent of respondents disapprove strongly of the
president's job so far in office which is up from the polling in April. Is the Russia controversy at the center of that? Or on
is it potentially something else?
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SCOTT: It appears to be not just the Russian controversy but the multiple levels of it, right? So, when we talk about
Russia in the past, we usually can pinpoint one thing. For example, maybe around January or February when you thought
of Russia, you might have thought of Michael Flynn.
But I think what it's leading about 48 percent of Americans not to trust president Donald Trump at all is that there seems
to be multiple layers to this Russia situation and the past week is a perfect example when we got at least three different
stories in as many days regarding this specific meeting. As people find out more information, more information that comes
public, there are more questions that the American people have.
BLACKWELL: Now, Mr. Ambassador, before we let you go, I want to talk about health care now we know this potential
vote will be pushed back. And we know that you were an opponent of the Senate bill, the first one that came out. Now,
there's this revised bill with the Cruz amendment.
I want to read for you something that Trump campaign economic adviser Stephen Moore, now CNN economic analyst,
wrote for CNN.com.
He says of the Cruz amendment it's smart because it doesn't take anything away from anyone. If you want Obamacare,
you can have it. You can have the coverage for the 10 essential benefits. You can have subsidies and the exchanges
supposed to save $2,500 family, it's there for you.
Also making the case that if someone wants a bare bones kind of strip down health care plan as well, or health insurance
plan, they can get that.
Your response to what we are hearing from Stephen Moore?
EISEN: Well, I have to disagree with my friend Steve Moore. Let's not look at those who are on either side of the issue.
Let's look at the Congressional Budget Office estimates. These plans, both of them, I think the second plan is a little
altered, are going to throw ten of millions of Americans off of the health care that is currently available. There is no
question that the ACA, Obamacare, need to be fixed. It ought to be fixed in a bipartisan way. There are things that need
to be done.
It's basically working. I think the president's questioning has caused it to suffer, but I don't think the new bill is a step in
the right direction. They're going the wrong way, making it more partisan.
The proof of that is, at the moment, they don't have the votes to move the bill this week.
[07:10:02] It's hanging by a thread. One more Republican defection, they won't be able to get a vote on the bill even to
discuss the bill. So, I think they are going the wrong direction. Let's work on it in a bipartisan way. BLACKWELL: We'll
have to see if any of the problems that some of these Republicans senators had with the first Senate health care bill are
resolved by the second one.
CNN politics reporter Eugene Scott, and former ethics czar and ambassador, Norm Eisen, thank you both.
EISEN: Thank you, Victor.
SCOTT: Thank you.
BLACKWELL: And three big guests on "STATE OF THE UNION" today with Jake Tapper. Jay Sekulow, attorney for
the president, as well as Senator Susan Collins of Maine, who's right now a no vote on the health care bill, and the ranking
Democrat on Senate Intelligence, Mark Warner. Again, "STATE OF THE UNION" with Jake Tapper, today at 9:00 a.m.,
only on CNN.
PAUL: Well, James Comey, the former FBI director fired by President Trump is shopping a new book deal.
Brian Stelter will be talking about it.
Hi, Brian.
BRIAN STELTER, CNN SENIOR MEDIA CORRESPONDENT: Hey, good morning.
Yes, all of the major publishing house are said to be keenly interested in what Comey has to say. This could be a
multimillion dollar deal. I'll have the details in a few minutes.
BLACKWELL: Also, more fallout over president Trump's compliments of the French first lady about hers looks. This
time, Australia's foreign minister weighs in.
(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: I wonder if she could say the same of him?
(END VIDEO CLIP)
PAUL: And a rare insight into the life of ISIS told by their former brides. What attracted them to the terror group in the
first place and what happened once they got there.
(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)
JULIE BISHOP, AUSTRALIAN FOREIGN MINISTER: A look to the European men that they are here and ISIS, they
are strong men, you know, with guns and they can protect them. It's an idea that is just like movies.
(END VIDEO CLIP)
[07:15:53] PAUL: Well, former FBI director to author James Comey writing a book about his time in public service.
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BLACKWELL: He is known for his meticulous memos. So, what else will he say about his role in the 2016 election and
his Oval Office encounters with President Trump. CNN senior media correspondent Brian Stelter is here.
So, a lot of people including myself will be looking forward to reading whatever he is willing to talk about in this book.
STELTER: Yes, he had only one public hearing where he spoke at length about his experiences with President Trump
and about being fired. We haven't heard anything else from James Comey but now we know the book deal is in the works.
"The New York Times" is reporting they are working on a pitch to publishers. It's going to go out the next few days.
And the way this works, guys, is when you are an A lister like James Comey or a former president or somebody who has
a big story to tell, all the big publishing houses try to bid four book and usually the highest bidder wins. So, in the next
few days, there's essentially going to be an auction for this book. It won't come out for a while though.
And according to "The Times", it won't be a tell-all. It's going to be about Comey's entire career, not just his time with
President Trump, but shortly even a few pages about President Trump will be of great interest to people, even if this
doesn't come out for a year or two.
PAUL: All right. Listen, we want to shift gears here. We saw something on FOX News that we don't normally see, the
Shepard Smith this week. Let's listen here together.
(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)
SHEPARD SMITH, FOX NEWS HOST: What is it lie after lie after lie? If you clean, come on clean, you know? My
grandmother used to say when first we practice to, oh, oh, what a tangled web we weave when first we practice to deceive.
The deception, Chris, is mindboggling and there are still people who are out there who believe we're making it up, and
one day, they're going to realize we're not, and look around and go, where are we and why are we getting told all of these
lies?
(END VIDEO CLIP)
PAUL: Obviously, very passionate there, Brian. "The Washington Post" is calling this a Cronkite moment. What are you
hearing?
STELTER: This is unusual on FOX News because most of the hosts on FOX, really all of the opinion hosts, are proTrump and are expressing support, making excuses in some cases for Don Jr. and trying to explain away this evidence of
Don Jr.'s willingness to collude.
I think Shep Smith is the exception to the rule, sort of breaking with the narrative that we've heard from conservative
media, and that makes sense. You know, Shep is a news anchor at the network. He is known for his independent streak,
but this moment in particular was striking because I think he is expressing what most of the country is wondering, why
all of the misleading statements?
However, I think we got to recognize because of the dominant narrative of conservatives media being that Don Jr. is a
victim, that this is all about a blame game, that Russia did not actually interfere, you've got to look at the poll and see how
that's affecting the country. The new "Washington Post"/ABC poll this morning finds that only 33 percent of Republicans
believe that Russia tried to interfere in the election, 80 percent of Democrats believe the same thing.
So, there is a big, big partisan gap even in basic beliefs whether Russia was trying to support Donald Trump and that is at
least, in part, a result of FOX News and other conservative media coverage of the story.
PAUL: All righty. Brian Stelter, always good to hear from you. Thank you so much.
STELTER: Thanks.
PAUL: And he's not going anywhere, folks. You can catch Brian on "RELIABLE SOURCES", of course, at 11:00 a.m.
Eastern today, right here on CNN.
BLACKWELL: Democrats are taking Kid Rock's Senate run plans seriously. The singer, whose name is Robert Ritchie,
tweeted his announcement this week and his intentions responding to questions about what appears to be his campaign
Web site. His tweet insists this is not a joke. Some people still believe it is.
But Senator Elizabeth Warren responded to the announcement in an e- mail to her supporters saying this: Well, maybe
this is all a joke but we all thought Donald Trump was joking when he rode down the escalator at Trump Tower and
announced his campaign, too.
Question: Was President Trump out of line when he complimented the first lady of France's looks? A close U.S. ally is
hitting back with some choice words of her own.
PAUL: Also, two close confidants of Pope Frances are blasting evangelical support of Donald Trump. Why they describe
some voters as, quote, community of combatants with xenophobic and Islamophobic vision?
(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)
JEFFREY TOOBIN, CNN SENIOR LEGAL ANALYST: The Whitewater investigation unfolds and Hillary Clinton
becomes the focus of prosecutor's interests.
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: The first lady arrived to a crash of cameras. There were vocal Hillary Rodham Clinton
supporters and detractors.
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UNIDENTIFIED MALE: It's the first time the wife of a sitting president has ever been forced to appear before a grand
jury and testified under oath.
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: She was subpoenaed by the independent counsel Kenneth Starr who wants to ask her about
those missing law firm billing records that mysteriously appeared in the first family quarters.
JAMES STEWART, AUTHOR: You now have independent counsel Kenneth Starr, a prosecutor with unlimited financial
resources and unlimited time who is doing nothing except investigating you. If you have anything to hide, that is not a
situation you want to be in.
(END VIDEO CLIP)
[07:25:22] BLACKWELL: A Senate vote on the Republican health care bill has been delayed again, this time because
Senator John McCain is in Arizona recovering from surgery.
PAUL: As President Trump's agenda stalls and the Russia controversy swirls, a new "Washington Post" poll shows the
president's approval dropping to 36 percent.
BLACKWELL: Also, we are learning the president's re-election campaign paid $50,000 to the law firm now representing
Donald Trump Jr.
PAUL: And former FBI Director James Comey is writing a new book that will detail his experiences and public service
could reveal new details about his role in the 2016 election and his interactions with President Trump before he was fired.
BLACKWELL: Do you remember this moment from the president's trip to Paris?
(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)
DONALD TRUMP, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: You're in such good shape. Beautiful.
(END VIDEO CLIP)
BLACKWELL: Well, Australian Foreign Minister Julie Bishop is among those criticizing President Trump for his
remarks to the French first lady this week. She talked about it in an interview with Australian media. Watch this.
(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)
INTERVIEWER: If he said that to you, would you be flattered or offended?
BISHOP: I would be taken aback, I think. It's a rather interesting comment to make. I wonder if she could say the same
of him.
(END VIDEO CLIP) PAUL: President Trump often leans on his base of evangelical supporters as his support. But two
close confidants of Pope France are blasting Trump and his supporters what the religious leaders called a xenophobic and
Islamophobic vision. They wrote in "The Catholic Journal" this: The panorama of threats to their understanding of the
American way of life have included modernist spirits, the black civil rights movement, the hippy movement, communism,
feminist movements and so on. And now, in our day, there are the migrants and the Muslims.
Daniel Burke, CNN religion editor, with is us now.
First of all, talk to us about that statement.
DANIEL BURKE, CNN RELIGION EDITOR: Well, it's really a remarkable article, Christi. As you mentioned, it's
written by two men who are pretty close to this pope so we don't know if this is what the pope thinks but we know that
the people who are talking to the pope think this.
It calls out Steve Bannon, the president's adviser, by name for promoting an apocalyptic battle in which the Christian
West battles Islam. It really says the union between Catholics and evangelicals in American politics is built on hatred of
other groups. They call them a community of combatants at one point.
And what the article makes a point is this is really contrary to the way the pope thinks who is trying to build bridges to
other groups, particularly Muslims at a time when divisions between religions is really dangerous. So, the article makes
a point that as the U.S., evangelicals and Catholics continue down this road, it could get even more dangerous.
PAUL: OK. So, Father Spadaro explained what he meant behind his words to "American" magazine and I want to read
what he said, quote: The central question is the mutual manipulation between politics and religion, which is a risk that is
not exclusive to the United States, it's a constant risk. Often this fundamentalism is born from the perception of a threat
of a world that is threatened, a world that is a collapsing, and so, it responds with a religion from a reading of the Bible
transformed into an ideological message of fear. It's a manipulation of anxiety and insecurity.
Daniel, on some level, hasn't religion always influenced, in some way, or manipulated politics, even though they are
supposed to be separate?
BURKE: Oh, sure. I mean, if you remember the first people, the first colonists who came to the United States came strictly
because of religion. They set up theocracies in the United States, the first pilgrims. So, this has always been a thread
within American politics.
I think what Father Spadaro is looking at this through a European lens and saying that maybe it's time for the Catholics
and evangelicals in the United States to rethink this and for them to take a step back from politics. It's unusual to hear a
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Catholic priest to make an argument. This is not an argument that we've heard Pope Francis make. In fact, he wants
Catholics to bring their values to government, bring their values to the polls.
So, I would liked him to delve into that argument a little bit more, show how Pope Francis himself exemplifies exactly
what he is calling for, the separation of church and state.
PAUL: Daniel, is there a gauge of how expansive the evangelical support is for Donald Trump and do they believe Donald
Trump to be a true Christian?
BURKE: Well, the second question, part of the question, I'm not sure. But the first part is, according to surveys, white
evangelicals, two- thirds back him, according to an April poll.
[07:30:07] They support the job he is doing. You know, he often presents himself as the protector of evangelicals.
When he speaks to evangelical groups, he says, as long as I'm president, no one is ever going to stop you from praying,
no one is ever going to stop you from speaking in the manner that you want to.
But you can make the argument that evangelicals also protect this president and while his approval ratings among some
groups have been slipping, among evangelicals, they certainly have not. Two-thirds still approve of the way that he is
doing his job as president.
PAUL: All righty. Daniel Burke, we appreciate the conversation. Thank you.
BURKE: Thanks.
BLACKWELL: Well, some women in Silicon Valley are now talking about sexual harassment there. Next, we are going
to hear from six women who gave CNN their firsthand accounts.
(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: It was about ego and power.
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: It was a moment that I felt my leg being grabbed under the table, that I thought, holy molly,
this is real!
(END VIDEO CLIP)
PAUL: Also, the women who wanted to marry ISIS fighters. Were they tricked with false promises? Were they willing
partners in horrific crimes? We are taking to you a refuge camp next where many are being held and they are telling us
quite the stories.
[07:35:25] PAUL: Well, the mothers, wives, girlfriends of ISIS fighters, some of them flocked to ISIS based on promises
ISIS was making to them. So, people are wondering, are they willing supporters of what we have seen ISIS doing? Or are
these innocent victims drawn in by false promises? BLACKWELL: Nick Paton Walsh spoke with women in a refugee
camp. But, first, it's important to point out that these women have not been charged in what is essentially a lawless area.
They have been rounded up as ISIS sympathizers until authorities can figure out what to do with them.
Here's Nick Paton Walsh.
(BEGIN VIDEOTAPE)
NICK PATON WALSH, CNN SENIOR INTERNATIONAL CORRESPONDENT (voice-over): Don't kid yourself.
They saw the video, girls, mothers, some who married into ISIS who knew what they were about but still came. Now
jailed in a refuge camp, stock in limbo as ISIS collapses and trying to go home, they want your pity and that you believe
them when they say it was all, all of it, a huge mistake.
(on camera): They use women for sex.
RAHMA: Yes. It's very disgusting.
WALSH: Three Indonesian sisters say they paid thousands of dollars to get here and lured by the false promise of free
health care and schools, but ended up living off selling their jewelry and paying thousands to get smuggled out. It just
wasn't as pure a caliphate as they expected.
RAHMA: They say they want to jihad for the sake of Allah but what they want it's only about women and sex. It's
disgusting.
FINA: I heard if they marry a widow, they will get a thousand dollars.
WALSH (voice-over): Single women arrivals like them kept in a commune while they look for husbands.
NOOR: The manner of the women inside the dorm is very different, it's very far from Islam. Harsh manner,
gossiping, shout each other, backbiting and fighting between the women and, oh, I was very surprised when I see
that.
WALSH: Sida (ph) explains the dorm is a bit like tinder.
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE (through translator): When the woman arrives in this dormitory, she makes a sort of CV, puts
down her age, name, how her personality is like, what she looks for in a man. And men also post their CVs.
WALSH (on camera): This is like tinder of the caliphate?
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE (through translator): Yes, it's dating. So, you meet, you talk for 15, 20 minutes, and then it's
a yes or no. If they both agree, then they get married. It's very quick.
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WALSH (voice-over): She said she came for charity work but her husband was killed the second time they tried to flee.
She's as appalled by the Paris terrorist attacks as she was by the coalition bombing of Raqqa and just wants to go back to
France.
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE (through translator): I love life. I love to work. I love my jeans and I love my makeup and
my parents. The only thing I want is to go back.
I'm not far from the beach. I used to go to beach every weekend in a bikini.
WALSH (on camera): In a bikini?
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE (through translator): Yes, in a bikini.
WALSH (voice-over): May is Syrian English teacher who is first husband was killed by sniper in Homs and says she was
traveling to Turkey when she was relayed in Raqqa where she met and married a Moroccan, Bilab (ph).
WALSH (on camera): Were you looking for a woman when you went to Raqqa?
MAY: No.
WALSH: How come you found one just like? You moved into a how and said, who is this guy next door?
MAY: I think God sent him to me.
WALSH (voice-over): She says ISIS spokesman Abu Muhammad Adnani knew Bilab (ph) and allowed him not to fight.
He's now in jail. She is disapproving of less pure love stories.
(on camera): Did you hear other stories of women here who came looking for husband?
MAY: They look to the European men that they are here and in ISIS, they are strong men, you know, with guns
and they can protect them. It's an idea that's just like movies. Many of them was very shocked because when they
got married from a man, you know, three, four days, one month, they divorced.
I know a woman, she was married six times and after three days, she goes to court and asks the judge to divorce her from
him. And when the judge asked her, why you want divorce? And that man say that she prevent him from making any,
you know, sexual, you know?
And she say, I can't accept him. I'm all the time thinking of my dying husband. And the judge asked her, so, why marry
him if you don't want him? He say, I will send you to the prison and will, you know, slash (ph) you. And she is crying,
no, no, it's last time, I promise.
[07:40:00] WALSH (voice-over): Her husband was once arrested for smoking by the religious police and because they
weren't talking to women, she had to literally enter a man's world to get him out of jail. MAY: You know what? I had a
crazy idea. I just my husband call this his shoes and his, you know, that view? I covered my eyes but that black glasses
and put lens down from my nose. I take it from him and I take my boy and let's go to the police part.
WALSH (voice-over: Can you do me a man voice now?
MAY: (INAUDIBLE).
WALSH: That is how men sound.
(voice-over): These stories decide their fate here whether they stay in limbo or go home.
MAY: I think that you don't believe me! You know? I speak language more than most.
WALSH (on camera): Yes.
MAY: Don't you feel there is a trust in my eyes?
WALSH: Yes. Your husband, what if you never see him again?
MAY: I want someone to kill me because I can't kill myself. It's suicide, and I can't commit sued. I just can't.
WALSH (voice-over): Nick Paton Walsh, Analisa (ph), northern Syria.
(END VIDEOTAPE)
[07:45:40] BLACKWELL: Well, there is a scandal in Silicon Valley. Women now coming forward revealing stories of
sexual harassment.
PAUL: One tells, in fact, of an investor exposing himself to a female entrepreneur. Another woman says she was groped
during a business dinner.
Now, CNN senior tech correspondent Laurie Segall sat down with them. Please let us forewarn you here, this is not a
conversation that is appropriate for children. So, we just want to give you a heads-up. We want to make sure you
understand what's coming out of this here.
But Laurie Segall did talk to them and some fascinating conversations here.
Good morning, Laurie.
(BEGIN VIDEOTAPE)
LAURIE SEGALL, CNN SENIOR TECH CORRESPONDENT: Hey, Christi. Hey, Victor.
Well, it's a watershed moment for Silicon Valley. We have heard stories of sexual harassment happening behind closed
doors for years, but now, those stories are finally coming to the surface. Six women agreed to speak with us about their
personal experiences with sexual harassment in hopes that they can bring about change. Take a listen.
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BEA ARTHUR, FOUNDER, THE DIFFERENCE: You don't want to tell people that you were in a business meeting and
somebody shamed you and made you feel less than. Who wants to say that?
LEITI HSU, CO-FOUNDER, JOURNY: It was a moment I felt my leg being grabbed under the table that I thought holy
moly, this is real.
LISA WANG, CO-FOUNDER, SHEWORX: We're sitting at a Starbucks and he grabs my face and tries to make out with
me.
CECILIA PAGKALINAWAN, FOUNDER, APPLOUD, STYLETREK: I hate to say this, but it's the norm. And I hope
that we can change that.
So, this is my story. In 2001 the environment was a lot different because of the dotcom crash. So I was faced with raising
more money or letting go of employees.
So one time I had a meeting with a potential V.C., one of the more powerful ones out there, and he ordered a $5,000 bottle
of wine. And I couldn't even remember how many times the glass got filled.
All of a sudden, he was conveying to me how attracted he was to me, tried to lean over to kiss me and I pulled away. I'll
never forget when he touched me under the table and looked into my eyes and grabbed my leg and squeezed it and say,
you know, I'm going to help you. I'm going to do this for you, as if he was my savior or something. And at the same time
he is violating me.
ARTHUR: I was lucky enough to have an advisor or mentor who had never expressed any romantic or sexual interest in
me and we were literally working on spreadsheets, the least sexy thing in the world. Remember, we're sitting side by side
in front of a computer.
And at the end of that he stood up and he pulled out his erect penis, genitalia. He pulled out his erect penis. And it was
right in eyesight.
It was awkward. It was uncomfortable. It was unfair. But it happened. And it wasn't the last time something like that
would happen.
HSU: When he did that, it made me feel disgusted.
PAGKALINAWAN: Demoralized, and disrespected.
GESCHE HAAS, FOUNDER, DREAMERS/DOERS: Like I didn't have any worth as a woman in business.
PAGKALINAWAN: Like all of my accomplishments, I'd already raised $5 million in venture funding, like none of that
mattered.
SEGALL: Now, many of the women we spoke with talked to us about wanting better reporting standards for anyone who
wants to speak out. So, this idea of making it easier for women to come forward, there's not exactly an HR department
when it comes to VC firms.
So, now that stories are coming out, it's going to be more about accountability and actually creating a structure for change
and moving that dialogue forward -- Christi, Victor.
(END VIDEOTAPE)
BLACKWELL: All right. Laurie, thank you for bringing us that story.
Now, in the past three weeks, two Silicon Valley executives have resigned over allegations of sexual harassment. For
more, you can visit our page at CNNtech.com/sexual harassment.
PAUL: A terminally ill child at the center of a controversial case in the U.K. is raising questions about the quality of life,
government outreach and the rights of parents when it comes to their own children. We're going to speak with a child
welfare law specialist and look where this may go this week.
Stay close.
[07:51:44] PAUL: Even with years of intervention and tutoring, people with dyslexia can still struggle with reading and
writing. But there's a growing list of smartphone apps and off the shelf technology that are helping level that field.
CNN health writer Jacqueline Howard looks at how it does so in this "Tech-ing Care of Your Health".
(BEGIN VIDEOTAPE)
JACQUELINE HOWARD, CNN HEALTH WRITER: Cole Harvey and his brother Stephen have dyslexia, a learning
disability that makes reading and writing hard.
COLE HARVEY, 9TH GRADER, SAINT FRANCIS SCHOOLS: I felt like everybody was smarter than me. And when
technology came in, I was able to compensate.
MARTHA RUST, ADAPTIVE TECHNOLOGY SPECIALIST, AMAC ACCESSIBILITY: The school systems are
having students bring their own technology to the classroom so students could put apps on it that really works for them.
HOWARD: Apps like Bookshare and Darwin Reader let students hear words as they're highlighted on the screen.
Grammarly can help young writers pick the right words and also catch spelling mistakes. The smart pin can help with
note-taking. A recorder on the pen captures what you hear and sinks it to what you write.
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The pen can be tricky to use and may be better for older students. Educators do stress that no technology can replace good
face-to-face instruction.
(END VIDEOTAPE)
BLACKWELL: O.J. Simpson will go before a Nevada parole board this week. He served a minimum nine years for his
conviction of kidnapping and armed robbery and assault with a deadly weapon.
[07:55:06] Simpson was sentenced in 2008 for attempting to steal sports memorabilia at gun point. The Simpson's lawyers
argued that the crime did not justify the time. They said that Simpson, who is 70 years old, was getting a does taste of
payback from the Nevada justice system after his acquittal in the Nicole Brown and Ron Goldman murders.
PAUL: OK, I want to go to this heartbreaking story that has really captured the worlds' attention, from the White House
to the Vatican. We're talking about 11-month-old Charlie Gard. He has this rare terminal condition and is at the center of
a legal battle in the U.K. now.
Doctors there say he's not going to survive this illness. His parents say let's give him an experimental treatment. Let's give
him a shot. But this experimental treatment is in the U.S. Doctors say it's not in Charlie's best interest.
But in a glimmer of hope, a neurologist from New York's Columbia University Medical Center is being allowed to fly to
London to assess Charlie's condition this week.
Ashley Willcott is a certificated child welfare law specialist. She's with us this morning.
Good morning to you and thank you -ASHLEY WILLCOTT, CERTIFIED CHILD WELFARE LAW SPECIALIST: Good morning.
PAUL: -- for walking us through here.
So, what do you think it is that changed the judge's mind, first of all? Was it the public pressure that was put on this case?
WILLCOTT: You know, I don't know if it was public pressure or not. It might have been. But I do think what made a
difference was there was a doctor from the United States who said there's a 10 percent chance that this experimental
treatment can improve the condition of the child. And so, I think that pressure said, okay, let's do this and see if perhaps
that's an option.
PAUL: I had heard it was an 11 percent to 56 percent chance.
WILLCOTT: And it may have changed.
PAUL: Depending on -- yes, I think that -- that was the last percentage that came out on Friday about this. But that's still
-- even that sounds risky. WILLCOTT: I think it is risky. But bottom line, it comes down, should a parent be able to
decide what medical treatment to pursue, even if it's experimental for a terminally ill child? Or, you know, in the United
Kingdom, the court is allowed to intercede and allowed to say, no, parent, you don't get to make that decision. We're
going to make that decision because the hospital didn't support you.
I think it's important to note, the hospital now supports the parents in saying, OK, it's worth exploring this treatment to
see if it's an option. And once that happened, the court said, OK, we're going to let you do it.
PAUL: So, the hospital, in a sense, really kind of drove where this was going to go?
WILLCOTT: Absolutely. And under U.K. law, that's what happens. The hospital can say we're speaking for this child
that cannot speak on its own behalf and we're saying it's best to take the child off life support, you don't agree, parent,
we're going to go to the high court.
PAUL: So, it was an interesting moment, I think it was Friday, when the parents, they were all in court, and there was an
argument being made that the parents should not be part of that initial meeting between the doctor -- doctor from the U.S.
that is going there, Michio Hirono, and the rest of the British team. They were saying maybe the parents shouldn't be in
this first meeting because they may not be able to speak freely with the parents there. And at that point, you had the mother
shaking her head in court saying, no, I understand what's going on.
What would -- do you see, in any way that the parents should or should not be in that meeting?
WILLCOTT: Right. From my perspective as working with children, think as a parent, if your child is in the hospital and
you are excluded from a meeting that has to do with the health of your child who is terminally ill. To me, that's appalling,
right?
(CROSSTALK)
WILLCOTT: In the United States, you're going to say, no, it's my child. I have a right to be there and I'm going to be
there, no matter what. So, from that perspective, to me, the right thing to do is let the parents be there.
PAUL: And we'll see if that happens. We know that the doctor is there, Dr. Hirono is there, meeting with the baby and
the British team tomorrow. We will certainly keep you posted.
Ashley, thank you very much. We appreciate it.
WILLCOTT: Thank you. Thanks for having me this morning.
PAUL: Absolutely.
Victor? BLACKWELL: All right. Thank you.
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And thank you for joining me this morning.
Starting now, "INSIDE POLITICS WITH JOHN KING". Sitting in today, Nia-Malika Henderson.
(BEGIN VIDEOTAPE)
NIA MALIKA HENDERSON, CNN HOST (voice-over): Everywhere he goes, the Russia story follows. The president's
son now caught in its current.
SEAN HANNITY, FOX NEWS HOST: This is all of it?
DONALD TRUMP, JR., SON OF PRESIDENT: This is everything. This is everything.
HENDERSON: Shifting explanations and a growing number inside the room at a meeting with Russians.
DONALD TRUMP, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: I think it's a meeting that most people in politics probably
would have taken.
HENDERSON: And after a long good-bye, the president returns home to a stalled Senate and unfulfilled health care
campaign promise.
PRESIDENT TRUMP: I am sitting in the oval office with a pen in hand waiting for our senators to give it to me.
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Suits help Muslims fight for places to pray
By, Hannan Adely, Staff Writer, @AdelyReporter

"We're born and raised here. This is our community."
Dina Sayedahmed
Bayonne resident
Around the country, Muslims seeking places to pray say they have faced religious slurs, online attacks and fierce
opposition at public hearings. They claim rising anti-Muslim sentiment and fear is driving towns and cities to
unfairly deny their applications to build or open mosques by applying unreasonably strict zoning rules to them
that they would not require of other faith groups.
From New York to Minnesota, Muslims are fighting back with discrimination lawsuits. They have found an ally
in the U.S. Department of Justice, which has begun investigations and filed its own lawsuits against these cities and
towns.
Recently, the Department of Justice announced that Bernards Township will pay $3.25 million to settle a lawsuit over its
denial of a permit to build a mosque. As that lawsuit was settled, another took shape over the denial of a mosque some 30
miles away in Bayonne and the Justice Department opened an investigation into the matter.
In Bayonne, the same kind of "ugliness" has surfaced from anti-Muslim opponents as seen in other places, said
Adeel Abdullah Mangi, an attorney representing Muslim groups in the Bernards and Bayonne lawsuits. Antimosque fliers were put in children's mailboxes at school. The church basement where they used to pray was spraypainted with slurs and curses. A "stop the mosque" Facebook page has drawn hundreds of followers and bigoted
comments.
"How much uglier can it get than that?" said Mangi, who works for the firm Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler.
"Municipalities around the country should pay close attention to what happened in Bernards Township," he said. "The
American Muslim community has the legal resources, the allies and the determination to stand up for its constitutional
rights in court and will do so."
A place to pray
Mohammad Ali Chaudry has lived for 40 years in Bernards Township, where he has served as a mayor and school board
member and raised three children. But when Chaudry, president of the Islamic Society of Basking Ridge, sought a place
to pray, the township rejected the plan after 39 hearings and numerous updates to the proposal. The group sued.
A judge ruled Dec. 31 that the board discriminated by requiring the congregation to provide more parking spots than other
places of worship in the town. The Department of Justice filed its own lawsuit.
"Bernards Township made decisions that treated the Islamic Society of Basking Ridge differently than other houses of
worship," said Acting U.S. Attorney William E. Fitzpatrick of the District of New Jersey.
The settlement, he said, "corrects those decisions and ensures that members of this religious community have the same
ability to practice their faith as all other religions."
Besides the $3.25 million, the settlement will allow the mosque to be built and require town officials to be trained in
federal religious-freedom law and diversity. Bernards Township maintains that the denial was based on land use criteria
only, said the township spokesman Michael Turner.
Meanwhile, in Bayonne, a Muslim group filed a federal-discrimination lawsuit in late May after the city rejected its plan
to convert an old warehouse on a dead-end street into a mosque.
The city cited parking and traffic concerns. The group, Bayonne Muslims, said there is ample parking and the project
was treated differently from other houses of worship.
John Coffey II, law director for Bayonne, said the city does not comment on active litigation.
Dina Sayedahmed, 22, of Bayonne, said it was hard to hear hateful comments from people in the city where she grew up
and attended school. "If someone tells us 'Go back to where we came from' or 'We want to save the community from you
guys,' that's going to hurt," she said.
"We're born and raised here," she said. "This is our community."
DOJ finds "sharp increase"
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in cases
The U.S. Department of Justice, in a report last year, said there had been a "sharp increase" in the number of its
investigations into religious discrimination involving mosques or Islamic schools over the past six years. During that time,
the department opened 17 investigations involving Muslim groups under the Religious Land Use and Institutionalized
Persons Act, which protects groups from discrimination in land-use decisions.
The report cites "particularly severe discrimination faced by Muslims in land use." It notes that 84 percent of
investigations that don't involve Muslim issues ended in a positive resolution without any lawsuit compared to only 20
percent of cases involving mosques and Islamic schools.
New Jersey, with a growing Muslim population, has seen several recent discrimination cases involving mosques. In 2014,
Bridgewater paid $7.5 million to settle a lawsuit after officials rejected a proposal to turn a former banquet hall into an
Islamic community center.
And in February, the Garden State Islamic Center alleged in a federal lawsuit that Vineland discriminated when it denied
a permit for full use of the mosque, also citing unequal treatment.
On June 9, Vineland filed a motion to dismiss the lawsuit, claiming the GSIC "has failed to state any viable cause of
action upon which this Court may grant it relief."
In the dismissal motion, Vineland claims a series of administrative missteps have hampered GSIC, not the city.
Some of Vineland's claims include:
GSIC was denied a tax exemption for one year because the mosque missed a filing deadline.
GSIC did not receive a certificate of occupancy because it did not obtain the proper approvals from the state Department
of Environmental Protection.
GSIC tried to blame Vineland for "failure to follow the most minimal and basic obligations imposed on any landowner to
comply with uniform prerequisites for health and safety and for the process for obtaining a local property tax exemption.
GSIC did not return phone calls or email requests for comment for this story.
In Vineland, Bernards and Toms River, where a mosque application is also pending, boards have changed their zoning
rules in ways that have made it more difficult for mosque proposals to proceed.
Cases that have erupted around the country include:
In a settlement announced recently, Des Plaines, Illinois, will pay $580,000 and require employees to be trained in land
use law after it denied a Muslim group permission to use a vacant office building as a mosque. Lawsuits were filed by
the congregation in 2013 and by the Department of Justice in 2015.
A Muslim group filed a federal lawsuit last September, alleging that the City of Yonkers, New York, discriminated when
it designated a planned mosque site as a landmark. A lawyer for the mosque said the property had been there for a century
with no effort to landmark it before the congregation bought it.
In 2016, the U.S. Justice Department sued Bensalem, Pennsylvania, after it declined to grant a permit for a mosque. The
plaintiffs said they were denied zoning variances given to other groups and that they were subject to more scrutiny.
In August 2014, the Department of Justice sued St. Anthony Village, Minnesota, after it denied approval of a prayer space
in the basement of an office building. A consent order was reached the following year allowing the Muslim group to use
the building
Faith and civil rights groups say the mosque denials are linked to rising anti-Islam sentiment fueled by heated political
rhetoric. Opponents have claimed that Muslims would bring terrorism or Islamic law to their communities.
The opposition also has to do with changing demographics, said James Sues, executive director of the Council on
American-Islamic Relations of New Jersey.
Growing Muslim communities are moving to suburban and semi-rural areas that aren't traditionally diverse.
"We're seeing the Muslim population expanding ... into other areas where they're finding a little more resistance to a
foreign religion or foreign people that are different," he said. "These communities are typically, historically, a bit more
uniform or solidly Christian or white."
In Bernards Township, Chaudry, who serves on state law enforcement committees and leads a statewide interfaith
coalition, said he wants to focus on healing in the community.
"Whether you supported us or opposed us, the doors will be open to anyone who wants to work with us," said Chaudry.
"We want to build bridges of understanding and bring the community together."
Meanwhile, Sayedahmed and other Muslim residents in Bayonne hope for their own place to pray and be together. She
noted that at this time last year, her congregation was celebrating the Ramadan holy month in the rented church space,
but they've since lost their lease.
Now, many travel to other cities and towns for mosque services and worship apart.
"This time last year we were setting up decorations," said Sayedahmed. "It's not just about decorations. It's about getting
people together. It created community and it's upsetting and it's really hurtful to see that go."
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Sues said Muslim groups would not back down from the fight for religious freedom and that towns and cities weighing
mosque applications should heed the lesson from Bernards Township.
"We hope this case sends a message to other communities that freedom of religion is a guaranteed constitutional right,
and that the Muslim community is prepared to rigorously defend its rights," he said.
"We're born and raised here. This is our community."
Dina Sayedahmed
Bayonne resident
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Those who'd kill all Muslims should know a few things first
By, Lisa Suhay

A Michigan politician has basically called for my death via Facebook, and I was just wondering if we could talk about
that.
Allow me to introduce myself. I'm the blonde, Caucasian of Eastern European decent, 52-year-old mother of five, food
bank volunteer, helper of the homeless, chess teacher and children's book author who just happens to be a Muslim.
Jeff Sieting, the president of Kalkaska Village, posted a call on Facebook to kill all Muslims.
One of his posts appears to be pulled from a North Carolina-based blog called "NC Renegade," titled "Kill them
all, every last one." The post calls Muslims "dangerously destructive to society" and compares Islam to a "flesheating bacteria" and a "death cult."
I'm the farthest thing from "flesh-eating bacteria." The closest I've ever been to a death cult was the last time I was at a
Black Friday sale. I'm not "destructive to society."
Sadly, posting and reposting blind hate on social media is destructive. In the digital age, that radical anti-Muslim
hate bacteria was rapidly transmitted from Michigan to Virginia and elsewhere in a keystroke. That viral post
made national news, which empowers haters all the way over here in Virginia to put me in the cross hairs.
I'm not interested in obtaining the apology Sieting said he doesn't owe anyone. I just want him to know a few things.
I speak as someone born in America into a Christian family and who recently converted. I was not brainwashed. I am not
ignorant or uneducated. I'm not politically or historically uninformed.
I was swayed to Islam by the kindness and spirit of the many Muslims I met after I went with some neighbors to observe
a Friday prayer service at the local mosque last November. Nobody ever tried to convert me. They figured I was just
another religious tourist.
What I know of Islam I learned through both study and encounters with hundreds of Muslims I've since met from Saudi
Arabia, Africa, Iran, Syria, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Egypt and Indonesia, among other lands. Our faith, which we all strive
to reflect in our every action, is one of peace, charity, respect for others, patience and obedience to God.
If Sieting believes in God, then he has something in common with Muslims. Allah is just Arabic for "God." Muslims
believe in one God, the same God as that of Abraham, Moses and Jesus Christ (Peace Be Upon Him).
Islam embraces Jews and Christians believing that God gave three books to the world, the Torah, the Holy Bible
and the Holy Quran. We are all "the People of the Book."
If I could speak directly to Sieting, I would ease his mind by telling him that I would never harm him, nor would
the hundreds of Muslims I know. The people he and others fear are not acting as any Muslim should - just as those
who were part of the Inquisition, the Salem witch trials, the Ku Klux Klan, the genocide of Native Americans, abortion
clinic bombings, the Holocaust and any act of hatred or injustice were not acting as good Christians.
I hope this information will inoculate some against virulent hate posting. The cure is to not swallow the idea that there
are no innocents in a religion of 1.6 billion people - some of whom may be your neighbors.
Lisa Suhay is a journalist, children's book author and the founder of the Norfolk Initiative for Chess Excellence (NICE)
in Norfolk, Virginia.
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Militant Right-Wing Activists Protest Religious Community With Peaceful
History
ANCHORS: Brian Mann
GUESTS: Tony Smith, Jessica Veccione, Lisa Joseph, Joseph Laury, Alex Jones, Scott Heggelke

MICHEL MARTIN: Yesterday in upstate New York, anti-Muslim groups staged a rally outside a small religious
community called Islamberg. State police formed a protective cordon outside the settlement's gates to prevent a
confrontation. Now, Islamberg has existed since the 1980s without any history of violence or criminal activity, but
the community has become a fixation for hate groups and the right-wing media, who say without evidence that it
is being used as a terrorist training camp. North Country Public Radio's Brian Mann reports.
BRIAN MANN:
On a dusty dirt road in the Western foothills of the Catskill Mountains, birds chatter in
the trees. And faintly in the distance, you can hear the Muslim call to prayer. This is Islamberg, a deeply private
community of mostly African-American Muslim families established in the 1980s. About 200 people live here. Like
a lot of religious communities in America, it was conceived as a place for families to live and worship apart from
mainstream society. The residents of Islamberg declined repeated requests to talk to NPR. They say they just
prefer to be left alone. Neighbors on this country road say after so many decades, the people of Islamberg are
completely accepted.
TONY SMITH:
No, they've always been pretty friendly with us.
BRIAN MANN:
Tony Smith has lived next door to Islamberg for 15 years.
TONY SMITH:
They wave when they go by. And I have no problems with them. They don't have no problems
with me.
BRIAN MANN:
Jessica Veccione is a local photographer who's been inside Islamberg over the years. She says
the place feels like a normal small mountain town that just happens to have a mosque.
JESSICA VECCIONE:
The people here are families that work and live in the community with children. There
are lots of children.
BRIAN MANN:
But this portrait of Islamberg - a peaceful community of devout Muslims - is rejected by many
far-right activists across the country. A 10-minute drive from Islamberg, dozens of people gathered before the rally
Saturday to prepare, many of them wearing militia-style uniforms, fatigues, flak jackets with anti-Muslim slogans and
symbols.
LISA JOSEPH:
We will not tolerate ISIS training camps, militant-style training camps, radicalized training
camps.
BRIAN MANN:
Lisa Joseph from Syracuse stands next to Joseph Laury, who came all the way from Maine for
this rally. They believe Islamberg is a kind of beachhead for Muslim jihadists.
JOSEPH LAURY:
There's all kinds of videos being shown on Fox News. It's all over the Internet.
BRIAN MANN:
In recent years, right-wing media sites like Alex Jones' InfoWars, which regularly promotes
conspiracy theories, have turned more of their attention to Islamberg.
(SOUNDBITE OF ARCHIVED RECORDING)
ALEX JONES:
Potential radical jihadist training camps within the United States. I mean, we're talking right
here in our own backyards.
BRIAN MANN:
In 2015, a man from Tennessee was caught preparing to attack Islamberg. Robert Doggart
schemed to burn down the mosque here and the children's school. Last month, he was sentenced to nearly 20 years in
prison for civil rights violations and for trying to recruit people to help him commit arson. On Saturday, there was no
threat of that kind of violence. The activist's cars and motorcycles rumbled past the gate of Islamberg and passed dozens
of state police standing guard. One of the community's leaders speaking on background told NPR that this kind of display
is terrifying to the people inside. State Police Captain Scott Heggelke says it's also based on Internet hokum.
SCOTT HEGGELKE:
There is no hint of truth to that.
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BRIAN MANN:
Heggelke says his investigators have looked repeatedly at claims and theories about Islamberg
- none turned out to be real.
SCOTT HEGGELKE:
We have an ongoing open relationship with the community that's located in Islamberg.
BRIAN MANN:
State and federal authorities do maintain a heightened presence here. They keep a close watch
on Islamberg and go inside regularly. Not because it's a threat, they say, but because it's faced serious threats of violence
in the past. For NPR News, I'm Brian Mann.
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Macron decries France's Nazi past during Netanyahu visit
By Angela Charlton The Associated Press
Paris French President Emmanuel Macron denounced France's collaboration in the Holocaust, lashing out Sunday at those
who negate or minimize the country's role in sending tens of thousands of Jews to their deaths.
After he and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu attended a Holocaust commemoration, Macron also appealed
for renewed Israeli-Palestinian peace talks. Worried that Netanyahu is backing away from commitment to a two-state
solution, Macron assailed Jewish settlement construction as a threat to international hopes for peace.
Commemorating 75 years since a mass roundup of Jews during the darkest chapter of modern French history, Macron
insisted that "it was indeed France that organized this."
"Not a single German" was directly involved, he said, but French police collaborating with the Nazis.
Holocaust survivors recounted wrenching stories at the ceremony at the site of Vel d'Hiv stadium outside Paris, where
police herded some 13,000 people on July 16-17, 1942 before they were deported to camps. More than 4,000 were
children. Fewer than 100 survived.
They were among some 76,000 Jews deported from France to Nazi camps.
It was a half century later when then-President Jacques Chirac became the first French leader to acknowledge the state's
role in the Holocaust's horrors.
Macron dismissed arguments by French far right leaders and others that the collaborationist Vichy regime didn't represent
France.
"It is convenient to see the Vichy regime as born of nothingness, returned to nothingness . Yes, it's convenient, but it is
false. We cannot build pride upon a lie."
French Jewish leaders hailed Macron's speech Sunday -- even as critics railed at him online, where renewed anti-Semitism
has flourished. Macron pledged to fight such racism, and called for thorough investigation into the recent killing of a
Parisian woman believed linked to anti-Jewish sentiment.
Netanyahu said that "recently we have witnessed a rise of extremist forces that seek to destroy not only the Jews,
but of course the Jewish state as well, but well beyond that. ... The zealots of militant Islam, who seek to destroy
you, seek to destroy us as well. We must stand against them together."
Pro-Palestinian and other activists protested Netanyahu's appearance in Paris, criticizing Jewish settlement policy
and the blockade of Gaza.
Macron condemned an attack last week that killed two Israeli police officers at a Jerusalem shrine revered by Jews
and Muslims, and said he is committed to Israel's security -- but warned that continued Jewish settlement
construction threatens peace efforts.
"I call for a resumption of negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians in the framework of the search for a solution
of two states, Israel and Palestine, living in recognized, secure borders with Jerusalem as the capital," Macron told
reporters.
At his side, Netanyahu said, "We share the same desire for a peaceful Middle East," but didn't elaborate on eventual peace
talks.
While Macron has been flexing his diplomatic skills with outreach to President Donald Trump and others, he didn't
indicate any eagerness for France to spearhead such negotiations, after a lackluster French Mideast diplomatic effort under
his predecessor early this year.
Macron and Netanyahu also discussed fighting extremism in Syria and elsewhere, and improving economic cooperation.
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Threaten her, misquote her, but you won't silence her
Linda Sarsour

This week, conservative media outlets took a speech I gave to the largest gathering of Muslims in America out of context
and alleged that I had called for a violent "jihad" against the president. I did not. Sadly, this is not a new experience for
me. Since the Women's March on Washington, D.C., which I had the privilege of co-chairing with inspirational women
from across the country, my family and I have received countless threats of physical violence.
These ugly threats come from people who also spout anti-Muslim, xenophobic and white-supremacist beliefs. Their
sole agenda is to silence and discredit me because I am an effective leader for progress, a Palestinian-American
and Brooklyn-born Muslim woman. In short, I am their worst nightmare.
I began my work as director of the Arab American Association of New York in the wake of the horrific attacks of
9/11. As crisis after crisis struck Arab and Muslim communities, from the backlash to the "Ground Zero mosque"
to the anti-Muslim hearings held by Rep. Peter King, a New York Republican, to the rampant surveillance of New
York City's Muslim communities, I became more vocal about Islamophobia's terrible impact on my community,
city and country. Because of that, I become a target of the Islamophobia industry, a well-funded group of
organizations and spokesmen who fuel anti-Muslim sentiment through misleading narratives, propaganda, local
policies and the vilification of Muslim activists and public figures.
But the post-9/11 environment did not prepare me for the onslaught of vitriol that has come my way since January. First
came a campaign to remove me as the commencement speaker at City University of New York's School of Public Health
and Health Policy. With hired security at my side, I gave a speech that focused on the rise of hate crimes and xenophobia
and the importance of choosing to never be bystanders in the face of injustice.
I honored Ricky John Best, Taliesin Myrddin Namkai-Meche and Micah Fletcher, who saved two young AfricanAmerican women, one of them Muslim, in Portland, Oregon, when they were attacked by a white supremacist.
Both Best and Namkai-Meche lost their lives that day.
Now comes the malicious twisting of the speech I gave at the Islamic Society of North America's 54th annual convention.
In my speech I sent not a call to violence, but a call to speak truth to power and to commit to the struggle for racial
and economic justice. I was speaking to an all-Muslim audience; as an American, I should be free to share and
discuss scripture and teachings of my beloved Prophet. My statements were clear, and my activism track record
is even clearer: My work has always been rooted in nonviolence as espoused by the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.
Most disturbing about this recent defamation campaign is how it is focused on demonizing the legitimate yet widely
misunderstood Islamic term I used, "jihad," which to majority of Muslims and according to religious scholars
means "struggle" or "to strive for." This term has been hijacked by Muslim extremists and right-wing extremists
alike, leaving ordinary Muslims to defend our faith and in some cases silenced. It sets a dangerous precedent when
people of faith are policed and when practicing their religion peacefully comes with consequences.
Nevertheless, the attacks from xenophobes and the conservative media have continued. It saddens me deeply that my
three children are frightened. It angers me that I have to think about securing my physical safety even while walking
through the neighborhoods of Brooklyn.
Every day, I speak about women's issues, indigenous rights, the necessity to fight for black lives and against the Muslim
and refugee bans. I believe wholeheartedly that we must fight injustice and inequality -- through marches and direct
actions, through policy changes, and through our own voices permeating media spaces. My views are not unique or
special, and many activists around the country express them as well. The reasons I am subjected to such particularly public
vitriol are simple: I am a Palestinian-American woman in a hijab who has become a familiar presence and name in
American living rooms when it comes to nonviolent resistance and activism. Indeed, those targeting me have an even
broader agenda: to silence and discredit racial-justice activists altogether because we are awakening the masses.
But I refuse to be intimidated. I will not walk away from the people and communities whom I love deeply.
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I will continue to raise my voice for justice and equality for all, organize communities who want to defend the rights of
black people, stand against policies that target and marginalize Muslims, and advocate for health care for all people.
Dissent is the highest form of patriotism, and I intend to continue to push my country to respect the rights of all its citizens.
I will not be silenced.
Sarsour is an activist and a co-chairwoman of the Women's March on Washington. This was written for the Washington
Post.
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Thailand Facing Dilemma Over Fate of Ethnic Uighurs
Ron Corben

Thailand is facing a renewed dilemma over the fate of more than 60 ethnic Uighur asylum seekers amid reports of pressure
by China for the group's return.
The 62 men and women, held in detention centers, represent the last of more than 350 Uighurs found by authorities in
Southern Thailand in 2014 who were seeking to travel to Turkey.
Thailand is a key destination for ethnic Uighurs, a predominantly Muslim Turkic minority originating in western China's
Xinjiang province.
Human rights groups say unrest in Xinjiang in recent years was followed by a Chinese central government crackdown
against the Muslim community.
Rights groups accuse Beijing of ethnic discrimination, and what they call "severe religious repression and increasing
cultural suppression."
Beijing accuses the Uighur community of having links with separatists and terrorist organizations, such as Islamic State.
Hundreds of Uighurs have traveled clandestinely through Southeast Asia in an effort to reach Turkey, which already hosts
large Uighur populations.
Thailand's military government came to power in May 2014 and faced Western international isolation over the deposing
of an elected government. Thitinan Pongsudhirak, a political scientist at Chulalongkorn University, said this isolation led
to Thailand moving closer to China.
In 2015, Beijing stepped up pressure on Thailand for the Uighurs to be sent to China. At the same time, Turkish diplomats
also insisted the people be transferred to Turkey.
FILE - Riot police use pepper spray to push back a group of Uighur protesters who try to break through a barricade outside
the Chinese Embassy in Ankara, Turkey, June 9. 2015.
In July 2015 Thailand allowed 172 Uighur men, women and children to travel to Turkey. But Thailand faced international
condemnation after it deported 109 Uighurs - mostly men - to China. Grim CCTV footage reportedly showed the group
in flight back to China, their heads hooded, and security officials sitting on either side of the detainees.
The transporting of the Uighurs to China triggered angry protests against Thai diplomatic buildings in Turkey. In August
2015, a bomb blast at a shrine in central Bangkok, popular with visiting ethnic Chinese, left 20 people dead and dozens
injured. A second bomb plot, targeting a restaurant catering to Chinese tourists, failed to go ahead.
The arrest of two ethnic Turks followed, with police blaming the bombing on the breakup of a human trafficking ring.
But reports said the attack's masterminds had fled the country, and analysts suggested a link between the bombing atrocity
and the earlier sending of the Uighurs to an unknown fate in China.
Thai Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha called the bombing "the worst in the country's history."
Analysts said the bombing also led to divisions within the government.
FILE - Paramedics treat a person injured by a bomb blast in central Bangkok, Thailand, Aug. 17, 2015. (Photo: Zinlet
Aung for VOA)
"It also plays into domestic Thai politics about who is in charge and about the dynamics of the people in charge. Deputy
Prime Minister Prawit Wongsuwan appears more pleasing to the Chinese whereas maybe the Prime Minister Prayut is a
little more detached or impartial," Thitinan said.
In May 2016, Uighurs held in Thai detention went on a hunger strike, saying they feared for their safety if returned to
China.
Panitan Wattanayagorn, an adviser to Deputy Prime Minister Prawit, said a final decision on the Uighur - and other groups
- is still pending.
"The situation is we are still - the National Security Council in particular, is still evaluating the possibilities of sending
back different groups, including the Uighur group, to their origin countries or the third party countries," Panitan told
VOA.
Prime Minister Prayut is the chair of the National Security Council.
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"It's there in the process. They are evaluating but no major decision has been made yet, so that it means they are on hold
- and this is not the Uighur alone but for all groups," Panitan said.
Thailand is also evaluating its access to assess the Uighurs once they are back in China.
But rights groups say major concerns remain over the well-being of the ethnic minorities.
Dolkum Isa, secretary general of the World Uyghur (sic) Congress based in Munich, in emailed comments to VOA, said
he fears for the safety of those still in detention.
"The Thai government must act in accordance with its international obligations in terms of ensuring that the Uighurs held
there indefinitely [in detention centers] are processed in a speedy fashion," Isa said.
U.S.-based Human Rights Watch Asia Director, Brad Adams, in emailed comments, said no Uighurs be returned to China
because of the threat of them disappearing, "into the maw of a non-transparent, non-accountable prison system, where
they are liable to be tortured and worse."
Thitinan said the combination of fears of another terrorist attack if the Uighurs are transported to China, combined with
Thailand's improving international diplomatic ties, including with the United States, may ease the pressure from China.
"So perhaps this is a big difference to two, three years ago. China is not the only game in town. If the Western countries
show some movement then that could lead to some leverage for the military government to deal with China." "So Thailand
is not fully beholden to Chinese preferences," he said.
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Linda Sarsour, Islam defender, Donald Trump attacker, plays victim
Cheryl K. Chumley

Linda Sarsour, defender of all things Islam and hater of all things President Donald Trump, set the conservative world on
notice that she's taking names and taking numbers.
And those in her crosshairs better watch out: Lawsuits, they will be a 'flyin' soon.
"Just know that I am taking names of those who have lied about me to defame my character," she tweeted. "I may be
quiet now, but not for long. I am working."
Quiet, in Sarsour's mind, must actually mean loud-mouthed -- because here's a woman who's been anything but quiet
lately.
Sarsour, for the uninitiated, has risen to the top of the left's love chain of late, mostly because of her co-chairmanship of
the Women's March earlier this year -- you know, the one where women wore mock-ups of their genitals on their heads
and clamored in the streets for rights they already have?
Yeah, that one. The charge of the pink hat brigade.
Well, Sarsour was a key speaker of anti-Trumpism at this event, and she's used that fame to fuel forward her
radicalized Muslim views. Most recently, she suggested jihad against Trump -- though she insists her use of that
word was for peaceable purposes only. That when she says jihad -- the word the world knows to mean violent
overthrow -- she simply means discussion and debate, diplomatic resistance and peaceful opposition.
But decide for yourself.
In a videotaped speech to the Annual Islamic Society of North America, ISNA, Sarsour said: "Why, sisters and
brothers, why are we so unprepared. Why are we so afraid of this administration and the potential chaos that they
will ensue on our community. We already saw their potential when they come out every few weeks, Muslim ban
one, Muslim ban two. ... They are relentless, they are persistent and consistent and persistent. They want to see
how much we as a community can endure. I want to see who our friends are and how hard we are going to fight
back against this administration."
Call to arms? Fiery, to say the least.
Then she said this: "I hope that we, when we stand up to those that oppress our community, that Allah accepts from us
that as a form of jihad, that we are struggling against tyrants and rulers not only abroad ... but here in these United States
of America where you have fascists and white supremacists and Islamophobes reigning in the White House."
OK. So she didn't call for the suicide bombers. But she used the word associated with Islamic suicide bombers
just the same. She also made it clear that a key duty of a Muslim in America is to resist assimilation. That's not
just un-American. That's a call that evokes images of violence.
Another?
To remain in a perpetual state of outrage and anger. Read on.
Sarsour's words: "We have to stay outraged. ... We as a Muslim community in these United States of America
have to be perpetually outraged ... when I wake up in the morning and I remember whose sitting in the White
House, I am outraged."
More of Sarsour's words: "Do not ever be those citizens that normalize this administration."
And again, even more: "Our number one and top priority is to protect and defend our community. It is not to assimilate
and to please any other people in authority. Our obligation is to our young people, to our women, make sure our women
are protected in our community, and our top priority, even higher than all those priorities, is to please Allah and only
Allah," Sarsour said.
So stay separated, stay angry. The picture's starting to fill in.
Put it all together and suddenly, use of the word jihad -- already a disingenuous substitute for simple struggle and peaceful
First Amendment protest -- becomes the fiery, angry, kill-the-infidel definition we all know and love.
Sarsour is deceptive, to the point of dangerous. And now she's donning the victim hat.
Her Twitter feed, post ISNA speech, was filled with not-so-veiled threats, a pity-poor-me tone and a victimhood mentality
that's sure to be a winner with her leftist fan base.

Page | 90

One tweet: "These past few months have shown there is a clear campaign to defame my character that has come with
emotional & financial damage."
Another: "I can't put a price tag on the trauma that these propaganda campaigns have put on my family. People will pay
w/ their pockets."
Her angst, in part, is due to a story that appeared in Gothamist about a Brooklyn assemblyman, Dov Hikind, saying he
had heard Sarsour misappropriated money she helped raised for vandalized Jewish cemeteries. Sarsour denies, and has
provided a breakdown of where the money was spent, and will be spent.
But her Twitter cries go beyond the one story.
"I have the unfortunate receipts of what it costs to be the target of right wing media, elected officials, prominent
individuals," Sarsour tweeted.
Then this: "I have a running document of the lies & who is putting them out there. This is not about setting records
straight, it's who will pay 4 lies?"
And this: "I have NO PROBLEM with folks vehemently disagreeing with me on anything BUT I do have a problem with
threats & lies. That's unacceptable."
Don't be fooled, or frightened, by Sarsour's rants. This is all a classic case of thee, not me.
Using a word like jihad is not a slip of the tongue. It's a word with a widely recognized meaning, and its meaning is
violence, mayhem and murder. It's not a synonym for peaceful resistance. It's not a truthful call for quiet struggle, and it's
not an honest plea for the simple act of striving.
Calling for Muslims to resist assimilation into American culture is not a path for peace. It's a prod for opposition, at all
costs, whatever the price.
Setting the pleasing of Allah as a top priority, above all others, is an outright demand to separate -- to the point of placing
religion first, all else second. After all, does Sarsour not know this nation was built on Judeo-Christian principles?
Does Sarsour not recognize the teachings of Allah and the principles of Islam are completely incompatible with the U.S.
Constitution -- not to mention the Christian Bible?
But of course she does. If she didn't, she wouldn't have to buck the existing cultural and political systems with such
vehemence.
So how about this as a response: All Americans -- all Christian-Americans, that is, minus the Muslim community -ought to live in a perpetual state of outrage against the advancing Islamic influence seeping into U.S. society, and ought
to resist such assimilation on a daily basis. It's to protect the women and children, you see. But wait, hold that thought.
An even higher priority than that is for all Americans, minus the Muslims, that is, to live a life that's pleasing to Jesus.
Yes, the highest priority for this separated community of Christian-Americans is to please Jesus.
And, to borrow from Sarsour: The hope is that when we stand up to those who oppress our community -- our community
of Christian faithfuls -- that Jesus accepts from us that as a form of crusade.
That OK with you, Linda? Doubtful. Suddenly, that scenario would seem not just anti-American and unconstitutional,
but also a not-so-thinly-veiled call for violence against Muslims. And no amount of explaining away the word crusade as
a synonym for peaceful protest would suffice.
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Global religious harassment increases
Eleanor Cain

Christians face harassment in more countries than any other religious group, and most harassment takes place in Christianmajority countries, according to the Pew Research Center.
This comes as part of a global trend of increasing religious harassment, particularly for Muslims in Europe.A
congregation of Evangelical Christians sing hymns at the First Baptist Church in Provo. Christians make up more
than 70 percent of the American population. (Ari Davis)
Christians make up a majority of the U.S. population at 70.6 percent. In Utah, the rate is just higher than the national
average, with 73 percent of the adult population identifying as Christian in 2015, according to the Pew Research Center.
BYU Law professor Elizabeth Clark said despite America's legacy as an advocate and global role model for religious
freedom, Christians and people of other faiths in the U.S. are still harassed.
"I think that religious beliefs are often at the core of individuals' identity and meaning, and thus religion will likely remain
a source of significant disagreement among many," Clark said. "I think that religious discrimination still happens."
Clark said religious persecution is deeply harmful because it can destabilize a country by increased violence and social
hostilities. Religious freedom, on the other hand, is correlated with increased political and civil rights, economic growth
and education for women and reduced amount of GDP spent on military and other social goods, Clark said.
Pastor Russ Robinson of Provo's First Baptist Church said he feels Christian marginalization in the United States is
correlated with the rise of secularism in American society.
"I think the fact that our nation is becoming increasingly secular and secular progressive overall, also very pluralistic,
relativistic in their worldview, is ultimately where the marginalization comes," Robinson said.Pastor Russ Robinson
teaches about the scriptures at Provo's First Baptist Church. Robinson said he feels Christian marginalization has increased
because of the rise of secularism in America. (Ari Davis)
BYU communications professor Mark Callister said a prevalent form of Christian harassment in the United States is
through the media, particularly in movies.
Callister said Christians are often portrayed as fanatics, hypocrites or naive or insensitive. He said these portrayals are
detrimental not only for Christians themselves, but for other religions as well.
"Young audiences who are still in those formative years of creating their own perceptions and attitudes for groups of
people may become particularly vulnerable to those message patterns and as a result may feel that religion is not something
that would be of value to them," Callister said.
However, a 2017 Pew Research Center study found Americans express more positive feelings toward religious groups
than they have in the past.
Emma Finch, a BYU senior majoring in exercise and wellness, said she thinks social media has also become a tool for
religious harassment, and has seen many of her Christians friends harassed online for their beliefs.
"Growing up, I've definitely seen a lot of persecution towards many very strong Christian friends," Finch said. "I think
because social media is such a powerful tool for expressing our ideas and our opinions ... it's pretty obvious when they're
persecuted."
BYU golf athlete Alexandra White, a bible-believing Christian, said she thinks society has grown to have an issue with
Christianity because of the judgment that exists between different Christian groups themselves.
"We each believe that we have it right, and it takes the focus off of Christ and puts it on our beliefs," White said. "It's not
supposed to be a system of beliefs. It's supposed to be a relationship where Christ is leading us and guiding us and showing
us the way."
Robinson said he's experienced marginalization for being an Evangelical Christian in Utah where the majority of the
population is Mormon.
He said the two most common issues he sees in Utah are people not taking Evangelicals seriously because they're a
minority and judgment against Christians who have left the LDS Church.
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However, Robinson said he thinks attitudes toward different Christian groups are changing as Utah's population grows
and becomes more diverse.Worshippers embrace at Provo's First Baptist Church. Pastor Russ Robinson said Christians
can eliminate marginalization by being open and respectful about their differences. (Ari Davis)
He said the best thing Christians can do to eliminate harassment and marginalization of each other is to create an open
and honest dialogue about what makes them different.
"That opens the door to much greater in-depth, honest, respectful and friendly dialogue," Robinson said.
White said the best thing Christians can do when faced with harassment is choose to react in a positive way while still
respecting others.
"We're supposed to be loving each other whether we believe in Christ or not," White said. "Whether we believe in Christ
differently or not, it doesn't matter. We're supposed to focus on Christ and express the love that he shared."Tags: Christian
harassment, Christian harassment in the US, Christian persecution, Christianity, Christians in the US, Christians
persecuting Christians, marginalization of Christians
Eleanor Cain
Eleanor is a News Media major double minoring in Spanish and International Development. She loves telling people's
stories and believes the media can be a force for good in the world, especially to educate and inspire change. She currently
works as a Senior Reporter for the Daily Universe.0000

Page | 93

Los Angeles Times
July 13, 2017

India's fake news fuels nationalism; The hoaxes are used by politicians to glorify
the country and put down critics.
Parth M.N., Shashank Bengali
Pro-government websites in India circulated a story in May saying Arundhati Roy, the renowned Indian novelist, had
criticized the army's heavy-handed presence in Kashmir, the disputed territory that is also claimed by Pakistan.
India would never gain full control of Kashmir, Roy was quoted as saying, "even if its army deployment increases from
7 lakh to 70 lakh," numbers equaling 700,000 to 7 million.
Indian news media ran with the story. Arnab Goswami, the main anchor on a news channel owned by a politician from
India's governing Bharatiya Janata Party, denounced Roy, author of the 1997 bestseller "The God of Small Things" and
an outspoken government critic, as "anti-national" and a "one-book whiner wonder."
One BJP lawmaker suggested she be tied to the hood of an army jeep, like a Kashmiri civilian who was used as a human
shield in an infamous incident this year.
There was, however, one major problem: Roy did not make the comments about India controlling Kashmir.
The original source of the report was a Pakistani nationalist site called Times of Islamabad that said Roy -- whose name
it misspelled as "Rai" -- spoke during a visit to Srinagar, the summer capital of India's Jammu and Kashmir state.
Roy later clarified that she had not visited Srinagar and made no such comments. But by then she had already become the
latest victim of India's swirling epidemic of fake news.
Like many countries, India is witnessing a proliferation of spurious websites passing off hoaxes and conspiracy theories
as news. But even more than in the United States, fake news is seeping into the national conversation as politicians and a
credulous news media seize on reports that glorify the country and bash its critics.
Many of the fake stories go viral because they advance the Hindu nationalist agenda of the popular prime minister,
Narendra Modi, and promote Islamophobia at the expense of the country's large Muslim minority.
Several citizen-journalism initiatives have sprung up to combat fake news, but they face an uphill battle. The stories
ricochet through echo chambers on Facebook, Twitter and the WhatsApp mobile messaging platform, which has more
than 200 million users in India, and find a receptive audience on mainstream news channels that increasingly back the
government.
"No single party or ideology has a monopoly on fake news in India, but it's certainly true that in many prominent cases
stories that were later debunked took a pro-BJP line," said Sadanand Dhume, a South Asia expert and fellow at the
American Enterprise Institute in Washington.
The Times Now news channel in June reported on "rate cards" allegedly circulating in the southern state of Kerala that
offered cash rewards of up to $10,000 for converting Hindus to Islam. The anchor, Rahul Shivshankar, said the rewards
system was the work of Islamic State, which had set up "a base in India."
Alt News, a website that aims to debunk fake news, found that the report was based on a doctored image that had been
circulating on propaganda websites and WhatsApp since 2010.
Times Now stood by its report, saying that critics had "mischievously focused on a peripheral aspect of the story" and
that it was trying "to determine [the cards'] origins."
According to Indian officials, a few dozen Muslims from Kerala have been identified as Islamic State recruits or
supporters, but authorities have found no sign that the extremist group has set up any kind of foothold in India.
Some commentators accused the channel of fanning anti-Muslim sentiment with shoddy journalism.
Last year, Times Now and other channels aired reports of a speech in which Kanhaiya Kumar, a student who had
been jailed for sedition after leading protests at Jawaharlal Nehru University in New Delhi, called for " azadi," or
freedom, a slogan used by Kashmiri separatists.
"Hear Kanhaiya's 'seditious rant,' " read a graphic on the NewsX channel.
But the stories were based on a doctored video. In the full speech, Kumar is seen calling for freedom from hunger,
communalism, economic inequality, the caste system and other social ills. None of the channels retracted their reports.
India has a vibrant free press with several well-respected English and vernacular newspapers. But some experts say that
an explosion of satellite channels and websites has diluted the quality of reporting in electronic media.
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"Much of the mainstream media lacks the skills, resources and public trust to debunk fake news," Dhume said. "Moreover,
increasingly even mainline media outlets -- including TV news channels with significant viewership -- are willing to
peddle half-baked rumors as fact."
Outlets critical of the government could face repercussions.
In June, government investigators raided the offices and houses of the founder of NDTV, widely seen as India's most
independent broadcaster, in connection with allegations that he defrauded a private bank, a highly unusual move that
advocacy groups said was an attempt to muzzle free speech.
Modi prides himself on his social media presence -- he has more Twitter followers than any world leader except President
Trump. But his official account follows some Twitter users who are blamed for spreading fake news, and his government
has been caught peddling half-baked information.
In 2015, the government press office tweeted a clumsily altered image showing Modi surveying flood damage. This year
the Home Affairs Ministry published a photo of floodlights it had installed along India's border -- but the picture was
determined by Alt News to be an image of the Spanish-Moroccan frontier.
"In the ruling party, it's not clear that using faked photos or citing dodgy websites will set back your career," Dhume said.
"It may even advance it."
Pankaj Jain, a Mumbai businessman whose SM Hoax Slayer website combats misinformation on social media,
said that while "hoaxes are nothing new, technology has aggravated it."
The most dangerous stories play on India's political and religious divisions. One site, Newspur.in, has run stories
claiming that cricket star Virat Kohli supported the construction of a controversial Hindu temple, attributing
provocative statements to Muslim actor Irrfan Khan and alleging that Muslim clerics had issued a fatwa against
a pro-government news anchor. All were debunked.
In an interview over Facebook, the site's founder, Subhash Chaudhary, a college student in the northeastern state of Bihar,
acknowledged that his stories are fake "maximum time," but expressed no regrets. The son of a farmer, he said he started
the site to pay for his education and earned about $600 a month from online ads.
"I would not have been able to study if not for the website," he said. "A farmer in Bihar cannot provide anything other
than regular meals to his kids."
Chaudhary also has an influential patron: the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, or RSS, the militant Hindu organization
that is the ideological parent of Modi's party. He attends meetings at the group's local branch, but denied that RSS members
fed him information.
Chaudhary said he planned to slow down his site because of media attention. He said he wasn't worried about paying for
his schooling.
"An RSS brother will take care of it," he said.
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The Irish News
July 28, 2017

Far-right rally will take place close to republican parade
Connla Young

An 'anti-terrorism' rally involving members of a controversial far-right group will take place close to a planned republican
anti-internment parade through Belfast city centre next week.
Leading figures from Britain First are among those expected to take part in the city hall event jointly organised by
independent unionist councillor Jolene Bunting.
Those set to travel to the city for the 'Northern Ireland Against Terrorism' rally include Britain First leader and former
BNP councillor Paul Golding.
One of the group's founders was Jim Dowson, a Scottish loyalist who lives in north and at one time was close to Golding.
Dowson and Golding were also linked to the Protestant Coalition, which emerged from the loyalist flag protests.
Britain First is known for its extreme anti-Muslim views and Golding was jailed for eight weeks last year after breaching
a High Court ban on him entering any mosques in England and Wales.
It has been reported that he was also detained by Kent Police earlier this week but later released.
The organisers of the anti-internment parade - the Anti-Interment League - plan to march from north Belfast through the
city centre on Sunday August 6 before making their way to a rally at Dunville Park in the west of the city.
Organisers say up to 5,000 people are expected to take part.
A loyalist parade organised by the Loyal People's Protest is also planned for the city centre at the same time.
The group has in the past held protests during republican parades through the city, including the now annual antiinternment march.
Both parades have been listed by the Parades Commission as sensitive.
Anti-Internment League spokes- man Dee Fennell met the Parades Commission yesterday and said he believes "it is no
coincidence" that the rally and loyalist parade have been planned at the same time as the republican march.
He expressed concern at the possibility of a "perverse situation where republicans marching on a human rights issue will
be banned" while far-right leaders are "seemingly able to travel to Belfast from Britain and have a free rein".
He said parade organisers have voluntarily agreed to start earlier and have reduced the number of bands taking part to
five.
When asked if the anti-terrorism rally and the loyalist parade are linked, Ms Bunting hung up last night.
But speaking earlier on Radio Ulster's Talkback programme, the former TUV representative confirmed she has helped
organise the rally and said next Sunday had been the date that had suited speakers.
During the interview she suggested that the Koran - the holy book of Islam - encourages people to commit rape
but was criticised after being unable to cite references.
Ms Bunting also admitted she has never met a Muslim or read the Koran.
"I believe that these terrorists who have killed innocent people around the UK, those people who have raped young
girls, they are following the word of the Koran," she said.
The councillor, who has apologised in the past for making sectarian remarks online, later said she would accept an offer
from the Belfast Islamic Centre to meet Muslims.
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The Independent - Daily Edition
July 27, 2017

Government policy risks 'alienating' Muslims
LIZZIE DEARDEN

The Government's response to terror attacks risks alienating Muslims and driving them away from authorities seeking to
protect the UK, a watchdog has warned. A report by the Independent Reviewer of Terrorism Legislation, Max Hill QC,
found that mosques and community centres felt under pressure to denounce atrocities even when they had no links
to perpetrators.
He took aim at calls, which have been repeated by senior politicians, for Muslims to "do more" to fight extremism."
Many in the Muslim communities are already doing a great deal and if they could be doing 'more', no one appears
to have made clear what that means," Mr Hill wrote in a foreword to the report." Failure to do so can lead to
further alienation, frustration and perhaps even withdrawal for many in spheres where we all need to protect and
preserve meaningful engagement."
Sajid Javid, the Communities Secretary, said that British Muslims like himself "must go further" than condemning terror
attacks in the wake of the massacre at London Bridge." Enough is enough", announced the Prime Minister the following
day, in a speech that claimed there was "far too much tolerance of extremism in our country".
Jeremy Corbyn had been heavily criticised by Conservative politicians for calling for a "smarter way to reduce the threat"
than the War on Terror. He argued that it was the "responsibility of Government is to minimise" the chance of attacks by
giving police the resources they need and to ensure "foreign policy reduces rather than increases the threat to this country".
Mr Hill made no reference to individual politicians or groups in his report but cautioned over a lack of engagement felt
by some communities. "A more proactive role ought to be taken by government at all levels to address wider concerns,
and thereby to avoid the perception of engagement with these communities only when things have gone wrong," he added,
saying that only the response to the Finsbury Park terror attack was viewed as positive.
The pre-planned research was carried through in May and June in Leicester, Bradford, Manchester and London,
coincidentally coming as the UK was hit by a string of terror attacks.
In under three months, atrocities in Westminster, Manchester, London Bridge and Finsbury Park left 36 people dead and
200 injured. The last atrocity, targeting worshippers leaving a mosque following Ramadan prayers, came after mounting
fears that the far-right would attack Muslims in perceived revenge for Isis-inspired attacks.
Mr Hill said that the consequences of the assaults was felt most keenly by victims and their loved ones, survivors and
witnesses, as well as the "communities closest to the attacks" and the former homes of terrorists. As well as a "perceptible
rise in outbreaks of Islamophobia", he found worsening levels of trust in British security services and the
controversial Prevent counter-extremism services.
Mr Hill said many Muslims he spoke to at community meetings across the country feared being blamed for being
"complicit" in Isis-inspired attacks, with younger followers of the faith sometimes afraid to engage with their local
mosques, or to debate their identities and religion because they thought they might be reported to police.
Researchers visited Manchester shortly after the bombing that killed 22 victims leaving an Ariana Grande concert on 22
May.They met families including one who had their home searched by counter-terror officers in a "distressing" raid during
the investigation into bomber Salman Abedi.
The Forward Thinking report noted that relatives felt police had been "heavy handed", taking a mother and young children
away from their home, and urged authorities to treat affected families with care and proportionality.
"These matters are sensitive and the long-term welfare of Muslim families affected by police investigations must always
be uppermost in our minds," Mr Hill said. "These steps and conversations are important because they have the capacity
to engender trust and confidence in our security apparatus."
Researchers also held community meetings in Bradford, Leicester and London, with participants in all cities raising
concern that underlying problems with housing, health, education, employment and general crime were being placed
second to countering violent extremism.

Page | 98

Respondents in Leicester said local Muslim communities had been split into those who work with the Government's
Prevent strategy and those who reject it, while in Bradford attendees accused authorities of "taking their eye off the ball"
on key community issues leaving young Muslims more vulnerable to radicalisation.
There was anger in Manchester over the calls to "do more" to counter extremism after it emerged that Abedi had been
repeatedly reported to relevant authorities, with community organisations feeling much of their positive work was being
ignored. Researchers visited London in the immediate aftermath of the Finsbury Park attack, which was seen by
attendees as a result of heightened tensions between different communities and rising Islamophobia.
"Greater engagement should be part of a wider shift in the government's approach to countering violent extremism,
whereby Muslim communities are not perceived as a problem to be managed but an essential part of the solution," they
recommended. The report said participants in every meeting called for a review to the Prevent strategy, which they said
was having a "chilling effect and adds to a strong sense of grievance".
Mr Hill said: "To allow these feelings to fester may well prove counterproductive in the context where a programme like
Prevent needs to succeed - and where our police and intelligence services need the full cooperation of communities in
rooting out extremism and detecting nascent plots."
The warning came after Britain's most senior police officer said she expects more terror attack plans to be discovered in
the UK. Cressida Dick, the Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police, said six plots have been thwarted in the last four
months alone, adding: "Progress on the ground in Syria and Iraq does not necessarily translate into a reduction in threat
here."
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Luxemburger Wort.lu (English)
July 25, 2017

A 'history of wounds': Refugee women's connection with Luxembourg
Ennas Al Sharifi

Luxembourg, with its long history of accommodating different cultures and religions, is one of the many European
countries to have welcomed refugees with open arms.
Indeed, most of the Muslim refugees I have spoken with - particularly women who wear the hijab - say they have not
experienced in Luxembourg the degree of racial and religious intolerance they often face in other countries.
I recently had the opportunity to meet with a few fellow Muslim refugees living here in the Grand Duchy to get a sense
of how accepted they felt, particularly in the context of recent terrorist attacks that have occurred across Europe.
Haifa Ahmed, a 30-year-old woman from Iraq and mother of two
"I have been veiled and living my day-to-day life here in Luxembourg now for more than 20 months, and I do not get the
sense the people here are looking at Muslim refugees in a prejudiced way.
"I came to Luxembourg after my father and uncle were killed and my son was kidnapped because of our religious
affiliation (Sunni).
"It cannot be avoided, however, that some people do stare at me because of what I'm wearing. I was shopping at a
mall, for example, and there was an old woman in front of me who obviously realised I was Muslim because of my
hijab. She looked at me with open contempt - but, at the same time, the woman at the register smiled at me, then winked,
trying to comfort me.
"What happened with the old lady did not really bother me because we obviously cannot change people's mindsets. What
we can do, though, is face this sort of reaction with confidence."
Humanity is in everyone's hearts
Nawal Hassan, a 40-year-old woman from Iraq and mother of three
"I have not experienced any problems in Luxembourg. On the contrary, many people have smiled at me and
sympathised with me. I've been to worse places, like Belgium and France, where the hijab is more of an issue.
"The only time I had a problem was when I tried to rent a house. The owner refused to rent it to me because I was
wearing the hijab. She said that, if I took it off, she would rent us the house. But I refused because the hijab is a part
of my faith.
"But, generally, I respect people's reaction to Muslims, and I really appreciate that we have been given refuge here, as
we are persecuted in our own countries. I lost my brother in 2014, and another cousin of mine was killed in an explosion.
We constantly lose our loved ones because of terrorism and sectarianism."
Ghada Adel, a 50-year-old woman from Syria
"Luxembourg is a country with a history full of wounds. During World War II, many of Luxembourg's inhabitants were
forcibly displaced. It is a history whose legacy you can still see today.
"I can see that, perhaps because of this history, Luxembourg is one of the countries that feels for us most, that understands
our plight as refugees, deeply saddened by the loss of our homes, our jobs and our families, the people who have been
left behind and are now under the soil.
"I cannot recall ever having been confronted here for wearing the hijab or being a Muslim, but I understand some people
will always react to us. We cannot impose ourselves on anyone. Some will accept our existence and our vision of life, and
others will reject us. But humanity is in everyone's hearts."
Connections
Speaking as a Muslim refugee myself, who has lived in the Grand Duchy for nearly two years now, I feel we particularly
share a connection and understanding with the women of Luxembourg, who have themselves had a difficult history in
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their fight for equal rights and against discrimination. It is a struggle that continues. I very much respect Luxembourgish
women, and I know they can understand how it might feel to be a Muslim woman wearing the hijab at this time.
Luxembourgers have shown much sympathy for refugees and tolerance for their religion, offering programmes such as
Open House, Ramadan in a Basket, and Connections, not to mention language courses and many projects to help refugees
to integrate into Luxembourgish society. And for that, I think they deserve great respect.
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Eastern Eye
July 21, 2017

HATE CRIMES RISE AFTER ATTACKS
Reena Kumar

Spike follows terrorist strikes
'Women hesitant to go outside'
ATTACKS against Muslims have become more aggressive and fear of being assaulted is spreading among some in
the community following the series of terrorist attacks in the UK, according to campaigners, as Islamophobic
crimes rose by 13 per cent in London in the last year.
Imaan Atta, director of Tell Mama, which tackles attacks against Muslims, told Eastern Eye that the "base line"
of anti-Muslim hate crime had gone up after the incidents in Westminster, Manchester and London Bridge.
Last month's attack in Finsbury Park, where one man was killed and eleven people were injured when a van
allegedly ploughed into worshippers as they left a mosque, had also resulted in a rise in Islamophobic incidents,
Atta added.
Organised and coordinated criminal activities targeted at mosques around the UK had resulted in white powder
and threatening letters being sent to several religious institutions, she said.
Following police investigation, the powder was identified as sodium bicarbonate. "It's about threatening the
mosques," Atta said.
"There was an increase in the number of Muslim women being spat on and having their hijabs tampered with,
particularly on public transport.
"People are more aware of what anti-Muslim attacks might look like, but it's still under reported. There's so much
fear within the community, there's concern around safety and a lack of trust between the community and the
police.
"The manner of attacks is becoming more aggressive in the last few months compared to previous years; anything
that looks visibly Muslim gets attacked."
Tell Mama has worked with the police and identified certain crimes as anti-Muslim to ensure that they are recorded as
such.
Atta said the police were moving in the right direction when looking at hate crimes, but added: "There's a growing fear in
the community.
"Rest assured that things are being handled, but it is vital that attacks are recorded."
In the month before the Manchester Arena suicide bombing, which killed 23 people including the lone terrorist,
25 attacks in the city were reported, which dramatically rose to 139 hate crimes in June.
Areas with high rates of Islamaphobic attacks include London, Manchester, Yorkshire, the West Midlands and
Glasgow, according to Tell Mama.
Detectives in Manchester launched an investigation last Sunday (16) night after the Nasfat Islamic Centre was gutted by
a fire after the third suspected arson attack in three years.
Monsurat Adebanjo-Aremu, the mosque secretary, said it had previously been targeted by vandals who threw two pigs'
heads inside and urinated outside the building in the past year.
The suspected arson attack is expected to be treated as a possible hate crime by Greater Manchester police, which says it
is taking a zero-tolerance approach following a huge spike in Islamophobic incidents since the Manchester attack.
Meanwhile, in London, a man allegedly tried to pull off a Muslim woman's hijab and spat at her friend last
weekend on the underground. Police are investigating after the woman, who posted about the incident on Twitter, said
she was waiting for the tube at Baker Street early last Saturday (15), when she alleges she was set upon.
A British Transport Police spokesman said the incident was being investigated as a hate crime, adding: "Behaviour like
this is totally unacceptable and will not be tolerated. This incident has been reported to us and we're investigating."
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However the man who was accused of carrying out the assault claimed on Twitter that he had been defending his partner
from what he called a "racist attack".
Faeeza Vaid, executive director of the Muslim Women's Network UK, told Eastern Eye: "Women who are visibly
Muslim have shared that they are now more cautious when travelling in public places, particularly as there have
been many examples of anti-Muslim hate crimes reported in the media.
"From the Muslim women we have spoken to, they are putting in more safety measures when out and about, and
some women are choosing not to go out unless necessary. It depends on where and what time they are going, who
they're going with, and who they are going to be around."
Vaid added that there was significant under reporting of incidents, particularly by men, because often people just write
offcomments thinking: "What's the point of reporting it?"
"The current reporting figures are not a true reflection of the scale of the problem. All levels of anti-Muslim crimes should
be taken seriously by the police," she added.
Over the past year, racist and religious hate crime rose by 18 per cent in London.
Imam Qari Asim from Leeds Central Mosque said: "People who visibly express their faith are targeted, like old
men walking to a mosque or women in hijabs. It is a huge concern, people are anxious and scared, and the rise in
hate crime is alarming.
"Young girls are more careful when travelling and when people are going to the mosque they are more aware of
their surroundings. You are always looking behind your shoulder and that's not healthy behaviour in a healthy
society."
He told Eastern Eye that religious leaders were telling members of the community to remain calm, and not give in
to those who threaten Muslims.
"When you feel anxious, you build invisible walls around you; it's about striking a balance. We need to raise awareness
about the reporting mechanisms and people believing in the criminal justice system. People want to see politicians taking
it seriously and all hate crimes being dealt with equally."
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The Evening Standard (London)
July 10, 2017

Google's search engine results show the true extent of private prejudices
Sam Leith

EVERYONE'S a little bit racist," sing the foul-mouthed muppets in the musical Avenue Q. They might, had they read the
extract published yesterday from a new book about Google searches, have added the lyrics: "And lots and lots of people
are a lot racist too."
Cripes, Seth Stephens-Davidowitz's Everybody Lies: Big Data, New Data, and What the Internet Can Tell Us About Who
We Really Are makes for glum reading. But it's glumly compelling. The author's notion is, basically, that people lie to
surveys but they tell the truth to search engines. And that truth isn't pretty.
Very few people, for instance, admit to being racist. It's widely argued that "implicit" or unconscious prejudice among
the basically well-meaning is at the root of most discrimination. But Stephens-Davidowitz can show that seven million
Americans (or, conceivably, one very busy one) search for a phrase including the n-word every year, with 17 times as
many searches for "n***** jokes" as for any other racial jokes. The word is searched as often as "migraine" or
"economist".
Charmingly, there's a 30 per cent uptick in those searches each year on Martin Luther King Day. The map of where these
searches come from, just as charmingly, correlates closely to the map of the strongest electoral support for the now
President in the Republican primaries.
There were some dismaying results, too, during President Obama's wellreceived speech after the San Bernardino
shootings in 2015 calling for calm and tolerance towards Muslims. Did it increase calm and tolerance? Er, no: "searches
calling Muslims 'terrorists', 'bad', 'violent' and 'evil' doubled during and shortly after the speech". As Obama
denounced the idea of religious tests for refugees, "negative searches about Syrian refugees [...] rose 60 per cent,
while searches asking how to help Syrian refugees dropped 35 per cent". In fact, the speech correlated with a
threefold rise in searches for "kill Muslims".
It's not just racial or religious prejudice that Google searches can tell us about. "Digital truth serum," as StephensDavidowitz calls them. "Google searches are the most important dataset ever collected on the human psyche." Some
things, mind you, may not come as a complete surprise. Men ask Google about their willies more than "their lungs, liver,
feet, ears, nose, throat and brain combined".
But complaints from women about men refusing sex come at twice the rate of complaints from men about women refusing
sex. And "Is my husband gay?" is asked 10 per cent more often than "Is my husband cheating?"; eight times more often
than "an alcoholic?" and 10 times more often than "depressed?" (Which is making me wonder, nervously, whether all this
data was gathered from my own ISP.) If you gaze for long into an abyss, said Nietzsche, the abyss gazes into you.
Likewise, if you ask Google to give you information about the world, you give Google an awful lot of information about
yourself. And it shows us to be, well, www.abysmal.No man, as Mme Cornuel almost said, is a hero to Silicon Valley.
But it's not all bad. Stephens-Davidowitz offers grounds for cautious optimism. In our neuroses and anxieties, Google's
giant dataset tells us: you are not alone. It tells us where people need help and how - it can tell epidemiologists where
diseases are spreading; and it can help outreach workers identify communities with high numbers of closeted and fearful
gay people. And, a most intriguing finding: when President Obama talked about Muslim sportspeople in that speech, the
hate-searching dropped for a bit. Distracted by curiosity, people started Googling Muslim athletes.
So Google searches are a window into boundlessness - and not just of human hatefulness and sexobsession. They are also
a window into the boundlessness of our species's greatest asset, the asset that may save us: curiosity. On which count I
note that if you type "Do mid" into your Google search box, autocomplete will still offer as its first option: "Do midgets
have night vision?" There's hope for this wicked old world.
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Far-right extremists driven by the same hatred as Isil
Mary Fitzgerald

THE worshippers had gathered at the mosque in the Paris suburb of Creteil for one of the five Muslim daily
prayers when they saw a 4x4 vehicle ploughing towards them. In between were barriers that had been put in place
to protect the mosque.
The driver hit the barriers before speeding off but was later arrested at his home.
French news reports cited police sources saying the driver had made "confused remarks" in relation to the string
of attacks by Isil militants which have rocked France since early 2015, killing 239 people.
As the police investigation continues, French Muslims will nevertheless be chilled by what appears to echo what
happened at London's Finsbury Park mosque in mid-June, when a man in a van mowed down worshippers, killing
one and injuring others. The man on trial for that attack had been thrown out of his local pub for threatening to
kill Muslims.
The head of the Grand Mosque of Paris described the incident last Thursday as a "criminal attack" and an
"Islamophobic act".
I remember a conversation I had with a French academic who advises his government on issues related to Islam in France
some weeks after Isil claimed responsibility for the killing of an 84-year-old priest in an attack on a church in Normandy
last summer. The academic, while concerned about how often Isil was striking France, said he was heartened by how
resilient French society was proving to be, in the sense that the attacks had not prompted what he called a counter-reaction,
in the form of an attack on a mosque.
But what was clear - and was clear also in the UK long before the Finsbury Park mosque was targeted - is that
anti-Muslim sentiment is on the rise in France. The question is when this can tip into violence.
Several commentators, including French journalist and former Isil hostage Nicolas Henin, have warned that
counter-attacks - plus increased tensions between Muslims and non-Muslims - are exactly what Isil craves.
Others have drawn similarities between extremists of the far right and their religious equivalents.
"Far-right fascists and Islamist terrorists are driven by the same hatred of difference, same ideology and use the same
tactics," said Brendan Cox, whose British MP wife Jo was murdered by a far-right extremist last year. "We'll defeat both."
Police in Britain have noted that the Finsbury Park attack was not the first act of violence against Muslims in the country.
In 2013, a Ukrainian neo-Nazi murdered an octogenarian British Muslim and tried to bomb several mosques in
the West Midlands in the hope of triggering a "race war".
The following year another neo-Nazi was jailed for 10 years after plotting to bomb mosques in Liverpool.
The Finsbury Park attack came two weeks after a group of men shouting religious slogans ploughed into and
stabbed people on London Bridge, killing eight and injuring dozens more. That attack - itself so soon after the pop
concert bombing in Manchester - prompted a major uptick in the number of hate crimes directed at British
Muslims. Figures released by London's mayor Sadiq Khan showed a fivefold increase in Islamophobic attacks
within days of the London Bridge atrocity, and a 40pc rise in racist incidents, compared with the daily average so
far this year.
In one documented case, a Muslim surgeon who helped save the lives of several people wounded in the Manchester
blast, was racially abused and labelled a "terrorist".
Shifts in far-right dynamics in Britain - particularly after the Brexit poll which is considered to have emboldened such
currents - appear to have led to a more violent approach from some.
Joe Mulhall, a researcher at advocacy group Hope Not Hate, told 'Time' magazine that Britain's far-right was "going
through a period where it is more violent than it has been in some time". He detailed some 40 far-right groups operating
in the country. "You get lots of groups that completely condemn violence but they contribute to an eco-system where
violence becomes more legitimised, especially towards Muslims," he said.
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And so the extremists of different stripes feed off each other, copying each other's rhetoric and tactics. The ire of the farright extremist might be directed at different targets than his Muslim equivalent but they are motivated by the same notion
of intolerance and a supposed 'clash of civilisations' - their political vision and world view a mirror-image of the other.
It's a world view that must be resisted and challenged.
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Time for a radical rethink?; Prevent - Britain's counter-radicalisation
programme - is accused of unfairly targeting ordinary Muslims. But officials
insist it is doing vital work. Does it just need rebranding? Nick Harding
investigates
Nick Harding

When Theresa May visited Muslim community leaders in Finsbury Park hours after Markam Ali was killed in an alleged
Islamophobic terrorist murder by van driver Darren Osborne, she was left in no doubt how they felt about Prevent.
As a former Home Secretary, of course, the Prime Minister was already well aware of the opposition to the Government's
counter-radicalisation programme. But Toufik Kacimi, the chief executive of Muslim Welfare House, where Ali and his
friends had gathered to mark the end of their daily Ramadan fast, used the chance to tell her personally that it was
"definitely not working".
"The strategy is bringing more harm to the community," he said "and with the media, the Government should act to
address the messaging and titles that are doing more harm to us."
Kacimi's comments, reported by the website Middle East Eye, reflect widely held criticisms by British Muslims that
Prevent unfairly targets them, by encouraging those tasked with delivering the strategy to spy on them.
Some politicians agree. The Greater Manchester Mayor, Andy Burnham, recently announced that the scheme and its
"toxic" brand would be reviewed as part of a regional anti-terror rethink - having previously likened Prevent to internment
in Northern Ireland, as a "policy felt to be highly discriminatory against one section of the community".
Security officials dispute this, saying Prevent has also been pivotal in targeting far-right extremism. This week, James
Muncie, of the Office for Security and Counter-Terrorism revealed that a third of all referrals to Prevent were related to
far-right extremism. Nevertheless, it continues to be a bone of contention with several Muslim groups.
The focal point It is Prevent's focus on individuals - under its Channel programme - which comes under most criticism.
This is also the area which proponents say has the most positive effect. Individuals vulnerable to radicalisation may be
identified and reported by family members, youth workers, teachers, the police or social workers.
If it is thought an individual is vulnerable to becoming drawn to extremism, details are passed on to one of the Channel
panels run by every local authority. They are chaired by council employees but also include representatives from the
police, social services, education, child safeguarding and other key workers. The panel evaluates whether the individual
identified needs support by considering their vulnerability. This is done using an assessment framework built around three
criteria: engagement with a group, cause or ideology; intent to cause harm; and capability to cause harm.
These three criteria are considered using 22 factors - including whether they have a sense of grievance, political and moral
motivation, susceptibility to indoctrination and mental health issues.
But these factors - known as the "Extremism Risk Guidance 22+" - were identified by a classified study conducted by
psychologists at the prison service, and some groups say the science used to build this controversial assessment model is
flawed. If the Channel panel identifies that an individual needs support, it has a range of measures open to it and can tailor
interventions to that person's needs.
How it is supposed to work Local Prevent co-ordinator Sean Arbuthnot delivered the strategy when he was a police officer
in Nottinghamshire and now is a joint Prevent Officer in Leicester where he helps the Channel panel to design
interventions and trains public sector workers.
"The process is about supporting the vulnerable individuals who get referred through the Channel process," he explains.
"That support takes various forms if the vulnerable person consents, which generally they do.
"On a basic level, it could mean a Prevent officer nipping round and having a chat. It could be a mental health assessment.
It could be some form of reasonable adjustments at school, such as more one-to-one time or more time for exams.
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"In my experience, the process is most effective when support is tailored for the individual; for example, mentoring, which
is one of the key things we do. We will use a Home Office-approved mentor who will strike up a confidential one-toone
relationship with the individual. They will talk through their issues in a safe space. Many of the mentors are former
extremists themselves.
"Other initiatives could be constructive pursuits such as work placements, sports clubs and talent " He recalls one
successful intervention in which a young man was referred to Channel after becoming immersed in right-wing ideology
and conspiracy theories.
"He refused to speak to my black colleague because he had become so racist. He believed 9/11 was a government plot
and was a Holocaust denier. We took him on a visit to the Holocaust Memorial Centre in Nottingham and he met a
survivor and spent a couple of hours with him over lunch.
"After that his world view changed. It was a huge moment for him and a rewarding example of some of the positive things
that Prevent does. We try and think creatively and out of the box."
Other initiatives carried out under the Prevent umbrella include specially commissioned theatre productions which deal
with themes of radicalisation and are staged in schools and youth groups and speaker school tours.
One of the most successful examples has been a tour of UK schools by Humza Arshad, a hugely popular young British
Pakistani Muslim YouTube comedian whose hilarious sketch poking fun at Isis terrorists went viral. That initiative was
started by a Prevent officer in Lincolnshire.
Just an image problem? Despite these positive examples, and the official insistence that Prevent is concerned with all
forms of extremism, critics continue to maintain that the strategy unfairly targets Muslims. They say it undermines free
speech and civil liberties and claim that the suspicion it creates means that people from the Muslim community are less
likely to engage with it.
In her book The Enemy Within: A Tale of Muslim Britain, published earlier this year, Conservative former cabinet
minister Baroness Warsi wrote that while she agreed with the original aims of Prevent in 2006, from 2011 "we started
doing Prevent to the [Muslim] community rather than with them".
She argued that "Muslim children are being singled out," making them suspicious of the education sys-tem, and
cited several examples including a student "accused of being a terrorist after he was seen reading a textbook on
terrorism for his degree".
And yet, despite its domestic problems, further afield the programme is considered one of the best of its kind in Europe.
Earlier this year, the Quilliam Foundation produced an independent study for EU counterterror policymakers called Terror
and Radicalisation (Terra). It recommended that EU governments use Prevent as a guide to best practice when devising
their own counterextremism strategies.
The view is also mirrored by the Radicalisation Awareness Network.
Earlier this year, Rob Wainwright, the head of Europol law enforcement agency, described Prevent as a "best practice
model in Europe" for tackling extremism. Hans Das, head of the European Commission's Terrorism and Radicalisation
Unit, cited the UK as a country "that has a lot of good practice", and described how the commission was supporting
teachers, social workers and healthcare workers to spot early signs of radicalisation, as is standard practice in the UK.
Prevent clearly has an image problem in the UK, says Mr Arbuthnot - who contends that much of the unease stems from
a misunderstanding of what Prevent is.
"It is the soft end of counter-terrorism. No one gets arrested by a Prevent officer or gets put under surveillance. The only
interventions tend to be positive."
Supporters argue an anti-Prevent narrative has been driven in part by community groups such as anti-Islamophobia
organisation Mend and the controversial advocacy group Cage, which have consistently criticised the policy and lobbied
for it to be scrapped.
"It is frustrating," says Mr Arbuthnot. "We let these groups do all the early running, so by the time the Home Office got
properly involved in terms of promoting the positive aspects of Prevent, we were already on the back foot because the
negative narrative was established."
He adds: "It is difficult to get success stories out because you rely on the consent and goodwill of those involved, which
isn't always appropriate as they are usually vulnerable people and our primary duty of care is to them."
The consequence of this one-sided representation, it is claimed, is that people such as teachers and social workers tasked
with delivering the policy encounter "a barrage of negativity" when they research it. Last month, the former Chief Crown
Prosecutor and the country's most prominent Muslim lawyer, Nazir Afzal, told The Times that some groups are
underminnurturing."
ing Prevent by spreading misinformation about the strategy.
What do other countries do? In the Terra report, four other programmes were identified as the most effective: Exit and
Hayat in Germany, Aarthus in Denmark and the Dutch integration policy.
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Exit focuses on deradicalising farright extremists and targets people in the upper echelons of organisations. The
programme offers psychological support to people leaving groups but does not seek to contact its target group. It has
handled 500 cases since 2000 with a 3 percent rate of recidivism.
Unlike Prevent, it widely publicises its existence and services and uses attention-grabbing tactics. In one novel example,
free T-shirts were given out at a recent nationalist concert with right-wing logos printed on them. When the T-shirts were
washed, the logos faded and were replaced by the words "If your T-shirt can do it, so can you".
Hayat is a family support programme for mothers concerned that their children are becoming involved with Islamic
extremism. It offers confidential counselling and support focused on preventing the person identified from travelling
abroad to become a combatant. Those who work in the programme only notify authorities if they learn of a terror attack
or that a person is travelling to or from Syria.
Aarthus, launched by Danish police following the 7/7 bombings in London, aims to deal with homegrown radicals in
Denmark, though it widened its remit to deal with travellers to Syria.
It is unique in Europe because in Denmark, jihadists travelling to and from Syria are not criminalised. Aarthus hosts a
hotline for teachers and parents and gives advice on how to communicate with at-risk individuals and how to influence
fighters returning home. It also runs a mentoring programme for them.
The Dutch integration policy is not specifically concerned with radicalisation but promotes a model of integration in
which immigrants are expected to "internalise a fundament of shared core values, basic principles, rights and duties of
Dutch society upon their arrival in the country". None of these programmes have attracted the same level of controversy
in their home countries as Prevent. Some argue that much of the criticism in the UK is misdirected and should be levelled
against the other elements of Contest, the UK's counter-terrorism strategy.
"Prevent gets confused and becomes the fall guy for all the counter terrorism measures in the UK," says Mr Arbuthnot.
He believes an annual report into Prevent work would be a positive step to help counter some of the negativity.
"The happiest years of my police career were spent in Prevent," he says. "I felt I was making more of a difference there
than I was in all the other areas of investigation I used to work in. We saw a real change in many of the youngsters we
worked with. There may well be something better and I'm all ears if there is. But in my experience, Prevent is certainly a
largely positive strategy."
The Government's strategy Prevent is one of the four strands of the Government's counter-terrorism strategy, Contest. It
is designed as the first tier, to safeguard vulnerable people from becoming radicalised. (The other, less well-known parts
of Contest are: Pursue, which targets terrorists; Protect, aimed at reducing our vulnerability to attacks; and Prepare, to
ensure we are ready to deal with any attacks that slip through the net.) In simple terms, the overall aim of Prevent is to
stop people becoming terrorists or supporting violent extremism in the first place, by raising awareness of the issues and
supporting people who may be vulnerable.
The Prevent strategy focuses on three areas. It aims to counter extremist ideology by disrupting extremist speakers,
removing material online and developing counter narratives; it supports individuals at risk of being drawn into terrorism
by identifying them and intervening to stop them being radicalised; and it works within sectors and institutions where the
ideology, ideologues and vulnerable people come together such as education, health, faith, charities, prisons probation,
and the internet.
It takes up around 1 per cent of the total UK counter-terrorism budget. It is thought to receive around £40m a year, though
figures are not published, and it dealt with 7,500 referrals in 2015-16.
All 353 local authorities in England and Wales have a duty to follow the strategy - as do police forces, some NHS bodies,
schools, further and higher education providers, prisons, young offender institutions and probation services.
Each of these have workers trained in Prevent methods. Between 2012 and 2014 more than 120,000 frontline staff in the
public sector received training to help them identify the signs of radicalisation.
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The media needs to drop its double standard when Muslims are the victims
SUFYAN ISMAIL

Jameel Muhktar and his cousin Resham Khan will never forget what happened at 9.15am on June 21. They were
victims of a horrific acid attack by a white male in east London. Jameel went into an induced coma and Resham's
career as an aspiring model is now over. The pair firmly believe this was an Islamophobic hate crime.
As shocking as the attack was, most mainstream media has either failed to cover it or at best relegated it to a minor
story. One can't help but feel that if Jameel and Resham were James and Rebecca, and white rather than Asian,
then their images would have made headline news for at least a day.
This is not the first time tragedy befalling British Muslims has been treated differently from non-Muslims. Cast
your mind back to the brutal murders of Mohammed Saleem and Mushin Ahmed, who were knifed and kicked to
death respectively. Compare and contrast the coverage of their murders to the rightful attention received by Jo
Cox's vicious murder and fusilier Lee Rigby's. The latter names are now rightly permanently etched into our
minds, whereas Mohamed Saleem and Muhsin Ahmed are virtually unknown outside the Muslim community.
The lack of reporting is not the only problem; a dual reluctance to brand attacks against Muslims as "terrorism",
while attacks by white men are reported as anything but terror, just smacks of sheer media double-standards in
the eyes of British Muslims. When Jo Cox was murdered by a right-wing terrorist, The Sun preferred to report it
as "mental illness of a loner" while the Daily Mail was fiercely criticised for not even putting it on the front page.
No surprise then that in the immediate aftermath of the Finsbury Park tragedy, Ashish Joshi of Sky News was
hounded by Muslims filled with rage outside the mosque who demanded that the mowing down of Muslims be
called out for what it is: a "terrorist attack".
The simple, underlying, and inconvenient truth is that Islamophobia is now institutionalised within parts of our society.
This week I wrote an open letter to the Home Secretary challenging her to come good on the "full protection" she promised
British Muslims and revealing some troubling statistics. Figures show there are nearly 7,000 anti-Muslim hate crimes
a year. Between March 2016 and March 2017, there were 143,920 anti-Muslim or anti-Islamic Tweets sent from
the UK - this amounts to 393 a day.
The National Equality Panel found Muslims are paid 13-21 per cent less than others with equal qualifications. BBC
research showed Muslim job applicants were three times less likely to be offered an interview.
For every one occasion a positive or neutral reference is used to describe Muslims in the print press, there are no fewer
than twenty-one occasions of negative or extremist references. ChildLine showed that Muslim children seem to be
bearing the brunt of a 69 per cent increase in playground racism with "bomber" and "terrorist" being used all
too frequently.
To add insult to injury, since 2010 successive Tory governments which could have tackled Islamophobic hate crimes have
effectively boycotted mainstream Muslim organisations and instead dealt with a tiny number of government stooges
lacking any credibility in the Muslim community. Worse still, if media reports are to be believed then Mak Chishty, the
former Met officer roundly criticised by over 100 Muslim organisations may well land the job of the new countering
extremism commission - more evidence that the Government is just not listening. Only when we treat Muslims like equals
will things finally improve.
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Loyalists accuse English far-right group of hijacking city centre protest
LEONA O'NEILL

A SENIOR figure from controversial far-right group Britain First has defended a planned appearance during a loyalist
protest coinciding with an anti-internment parade in Belfast city centre.
But organisers of next weekend's Loyal People's Protest have accused the group of hijacking their event.
The loyalist "anti-terrorism march" is due to take place at the same time as the republican Anti-Internment League parade.
Tensions are high in the runup to both marches on August 6 and there are concerns over the potential for violence as
loyalists and republicans take to the streets en masse.
Britain First said the rally will be addressed by "pro-British, anti-Islamic, anti-immigration" Britain First leader Paul
Golding and his deputy Jayda Fransen.
Belfast independent unionist councillor Jolene Bunting is also listed to appear.
However, the Loyal People's Protest Facebook page stated: "We are not affiliated to any political party, or any independent
councillors on Belfast City www.Council.No one will speak at this March without our approval."
It also posted a photo of Britain First's poster for the event with the word 'Hijacked' plastered across it.
Britain First encourages members to "take our country back". Its website shows pictures of countryside "activist
training camps" and is littered with anti-immigrant and anti-Muslim stories.
London-based deputy leader Fransen (31) told the Belfast Telegraph that support for her group was growing in
Northern Ireland and that it was "happy to stand with Northern Irish people to ensure Ulster doesn't fall to Islam
the way the mainland has".
"One of our main core issues is tackling Islamic extremism and all forms of extremism and terrorism," she claimed.
"We are getting far more active in Northern Ireland. This march is a good opportunity for us to reach out to the people in
Northern Ireland.
"We have a huge amount of support over there and there are a lot of calls for us to be more active there.
Paul had been in Northern Ireland over the Twelfth and we plan to come over far more frequently now, myself
particularly." Ms Fransen said one of the group's key issues and concerns was Islamic terrorism.
She added: "Obviously the issue on the mainland is far worse than it is in Northern Ireland.
"Our concern is that we keep Britain British, and of course, Ulster forms part of Britain (sic). "We would hate to see the
situation we have here - as in my home town of London is no longer recognisable, it has been completely colonised, and
it is not a safe place to be.
"We want to raise awareness about that and stand with the British people in Ulster.
"The message that we will be bringing over is that there is a new threat, the greatest threat to our country, and indeed the
world, is Islamic terrorism.
"You only have to turn on the news to see that the world is at war with Islam and we want to make sure that Ulster
doesn't fall the way that the mainland has.
"Britain First is a political movement, but we are also a street movement. Ultimately, we believe that the country is going
to descend into civil war and we believe that it will be Britain First who will lead the resistance against that."
The Anti-Internment League is planning its event from 11.30am through until 2pm, and has predicted 5,000 supporters
will attend.
The planned route for its march will pass through parts of north and west Belfast including Ardoyne Avenue, Cliftonville
Road, New Lodge and Divis Street - and will also pass through central Belfast.
The timing of the Loyal People's Protest overlaps with the anti-internment march, with it running from 11.15am through
until 1pm.
As it stands, both the anti-internment and Loyal People's Protest parades are under consideration by the Parades
Commission and are considered "sensitive".
The SDLP has described the sharing of any platform with Britain First as "shameful".

Page | 111

However, Ms Bunting, a former TUV member, said it was right the group appear, and that it was "not right" it was
considered dangerous.
"I have seen their demonstrations, I've heard them speak and they are very articulate when it comes to international
terrorism," she told the BBC.
Last year a planned march by the Anti-Internment League was banned from entering Belfast city centre by the Parades
Commission when it said that there was "extremely high risks of public disorder" if the parade was allowed to go ahead.
In 2015 violence erupted on Oldpark Road in north Belfast after the republican parade was stopped by police.
The Loyal People's Protest previously drew controversy for its demonstrations outside of Belfast City Hall, including a
12-hour 'Union flag vigil' on St Patrick's Day last year.
? We believe country is going to descend into civil war and Britain First will lead the resistance...
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The Tory report on British Muslims continues to treat us primarily as suspect
ALI MEGHJI

An independent report chaired by Conservative MP Dominic Grieve, titled The Missing Muslims: Unlocking
British Muslim Potential for the Good of All has just been released - and it's made for discouraging reading.
Admittedly, the report includes some well-warranted policies, including an independent review into the
Government's anti-terrorism Prevent programme, advice for media reporting on issues relating to Islam, adopting
a legal definition of anti-Muslim prejudice, and encouraging universities to offer courses for imams to receive
religious and educational qualifications.
In these respects, the report signals a step forward in battling the rise in Islamophobia seen since the EU
referendum result, and the anti-Muslim rhetoric that has become increasingly common in politics. And I appreciate
that Dominic Grieve wants to unlock my potential "for the benefit of all". However, the whole thing is inconsistent at
best, providing only a half-hearted understanding of the political dynamics surrounding "integration", and continuing to
treat Muslims primarily as suspect.
In Dominic Grieve's words, the report signals that "we cannot ignore the fact that polls demonstrate significant scepticism
across British society about the integration, and even the shared allegiance, of their British Muslim fellow citizens". A
key recommendation of the report is thus to promote the integration of British Muslims; one such proposal being that
imams ought to be fluent in English, ideally British-born, knowledgeable of British culture (although we've been asking
what this means for at least the past decade), and more forceful in their condemnation of religious hatred.
Nevertheless, the question remains as to why the burden of integration must lie with British Muslims, especially when
counter-reports show how Muslim identity has no bearing on whether or not someone feels British. This report claims
that many British people believe Muslims have not integrated - but does this not tell us more about those British people
than it does about British Muslims?
How many of these Brits criticising their Muslim compatriots actually know that sharia law dictates a person
should obey the law of the country they live in, thus advocating strong national pride? How much do these Brits
really know about British Muslims, given the large-scale housing segregation of Muslims across the country? And
then on the flip-side, how many of these Brits also complain about Muslims moving into their neighbourhoods?
The Missing Muslims report also raises a more cynical question about contemporary Britain. Why do powerful authorities
only care about Muslims when it is "for the benefit of all"? Why can't we just talk about "unlocking Muslim potential"
for the good of Muslims themselves?
Islamophobia has a long history in Britain, and it's currently receiving second wind, with a series of acid attacks
on British Muslims in London last week and 100 attacks on mosques since 2013, and that's without even mentioning
the widespread problems with Prevent. For many Muslims across Britain, suspicion and violence has become a
daily event. So when a political report is offered to unlock our potential "for the benefit of all", we cannot but help
to treat it as disingenuous.
We want to be helped because of our own struggles, our own pride, and our own conditions. It is farcical that our being
"unlocked" can only happen on the justification that it is perceived to benefit everybody else too. This report's reasoning
offers a slippery slope that suggests Muslims only deserve help with their potential because authorities are convinced that
if we don't feel integrated, we will turn to violent extremism. And what sort of a message is that?
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Whitehall dishes out extra cash to fight extremism in the North East; £500,000 to
fight the far right across tyneside
LAURA HILL

HALF a million pounds has been set aside to tackle right wing extremism in Newcastle.
The Home Office is set to pledge up to £500,000 to Newcastle City Council to tackle the issue as politicians say the city
is seen as a 'target' for the far right.
Coun Nick Kemp, the cabinet member responsible for the Safer Newcastle Partnership, revealed details of the project at
a meeting this week.
The overview and scrutiny committee heard on Thursday that there are 15 hate crimes each week across the city, As the
Home Office looks to invest in tackling anti-extremism in the UK, Newcastle is expected to be at the forefront and one
of the few major cities where tackling right wing extremism is the priority.
Coun Kemp told the committee: "The extremist we are seeing in the North East are of far right tendencies.
"The issues are around the far right as a whole not just Islamaphobia, we are taking care not to separate the two
problems."
He said that any Home Office funding would be used by the authority to communicate with and engage different
community groups across the city. Coun Kemp added: "We are a target city for far right political groups and movements."
In 2015 Newcastle as chosen as the first city in the UK for a march by German far-right anti-Islam group Pegida
while last year pro-Nazi group, National Action, tried to drum up support on Tyneside unfurling "refugees not
wel-come" and "Hitler was right" banners.
On both occasions the far right groups were met by protest groups and anti-racism campaigners have come out in
opposition to every EDL march ever held in the city.
The council is hoping to change the perception of the city as a potential target for far right groups. A Newcastle City
Council spokesperson said: "Through our community safety partnership Safe Newcastle, our aim is to build a stronger
Newcastle and promote Newcastle as a friendly, diverse and open minded city.
"We are currently in discussions with the Home Office about working together to counter extremist narratives in the local
area. This exciting work is still in its very early stages, and we look forward to providing Coun more details in due course."
The Home Office said that the amount of cash it will put toward the project is not yet set in stone.
A spokesperson said: "This Government is committed to stamping out extremism in all its forms.
"As part of our ongoing work to tackle these harmful ideologies, we are in discussions with Newcastle City Council, as
we are with other local authorities, to explore how we can work together to eradicate the scourge of extremism."
Only last week, how the Community Security Trust which monitors hate crimes against the Jewish Community revealed
a worrying rise in anti-semitism on Tyneside, They said there had been 22 incidents in Gateshead, a rise of 73% on last
year, in the first six months of 2017.
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Bigot who would lead Ukip is a product of our times; Anne Marie Waters'
swerve to the far right is understandable but unforgivable
Nick Cohen

It sounds like the start of a bad stand-up routine. An Irish lesbian feminist walks into Ukip's HQ and... And the Kippers
walk out. Or at least three-quarters of Ukip's members of the European parliament say they will walk out if Anne Marie
Waters becomes their new leader.
Ukip's politicians are not threatening to resign because Waters is Irish or a lesbian or even a feminist. Despite Nigel
Farage's cloying friendship with Trump and admiration for Putin, despite Ukip's naked use of racist scaremongering in
the Brexit campaign, Ukip politicians are not objecting to Waters because she is left wing, but because she is not nearly
left wing enough.
Waters has managed a feat many thought impossible - she is too reactionary for Ukip's leaders to stomach. Like anyone
who has been involved in the fights for freedom of speech and human rights, I am suspicious of the "Islamophobe"
label Waters attracts. From Salman Rushdie onwards, the religious right has used it to enforce blasphemy taboos.
Like others, I prefer "anti-Muslim bigot" because it describes a real phenomenon: people who hate Muslims
because they are Muslim, rather than freethinkers who criticise the manmade prejudices of "sacred" texts.
Trump is an anti-Muslim bigot, as is Geert Wilders; so, in my view, is Anne Marie Waters. The 3 million or so
Muslims in Britain cannot be a part of British society, she says. "There is one issue on which Ukip really should
now step up to the plate - Islam and Muslim immigration," her manifesto explains. "The party must publicly
acknowledge that Islamic culture is simply not compatible with our own."
Ukip politicians say in public that they must stop her because they do not want their party to become a sectarian gang that
offers British Muslims no hope. In private, they timorously echo many of today's artists and satirists. They tell journalists
they do not want to make themselves a Charlie Hebdo -style target by taking on Islam too vocally.
Ukip's vetting procedures may stop Waters running. The party banned her from fighting an election in London in
2015 because she had described Islam as "evil". But if they don't, many of the party's old guard think that Waters and
the activists she has brought in with her will take control. Ukip could soon become a "party of the street", one told me.
More suited to fistfights than electoral fights.
Too right wing for Ukip. Too extreme for the extremists. What a fanatical figure Anne Marie Waters cuts today. To my
eyes in particular. I once knew and admired her as a principled Labour activist. She worked with Asian feminists in their
hard and essential struggle against theocratic constraints, most notably on British Muslim women.
The pressure group I knew her from was called One Law for All. It opposed the willingness of "liberal" society to allow
the spread of sharia courts that more often than not treated women as second-class citizens. As its founder and Waters's
then boss, Maryam Namazie, explained, secular campaigns against intolerance from ethnic minority religious leaders
must walk a tightrope. On the one hand, they must cope with attacks from the relativist left, which thinks it wrong to stand
up for women's rights and gay rights if the women and gays in question are not being oppressed by western or capitalist
forces. On the other, secularists and feminists had to take great care to stop their campaigns being exploited by racists and
xenophobes.
I know from experience that all who have offered what help they can to the secular cause can become infuriated by the
self-negating vacuities of the modern liberal left. It is my firm view that historians will look back on our willingness to
bend the knee before self-appointed clerical leaders with amazement and more than a little contempt. But Waters was not
content with fighting liberal hypocrisy. She flipped. She cut all links with her sisters and comrades and chose the worst
possible course. Henceforth, she determined to fight the Islamist religious right by joining the white racist right.
The tale of the former leftist turned Ukip contender is emblematic of our times. Everywhere you see the upholders of
ideas that were once ignored or dismissed extracting their vengeance on a Britain that spurned them.
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It is easy to forget it, as we live through the unnecessary crisis they have brought on the country they profess to love, but
Britain's Eurosceptics once had a point. In areas of public policy as varied as agriculture and health and safety, EU
directives lacked democratic legitimacy. Official Britain, by which I mean the leaders of the main parties, the civil service
and the BBC, took little notice. Just as our supposedly "liberal" society ignored complaints about illiberal religious
practices, so our supposedly "democratic" country ignored complaints about the undemocratic EU. Or, rather, its leaders
did on the grounds that the price of regaining sovereignty was too high to pay. As we are now finding out. The Corbyn
movement is starting to resemble a red version of Ukip in its indulgence of conspiracy theory and support for a hard
Brexit. Farage praised Corbyn as "almost a proper chap" and Katie Hopkins has hailed him as a "good man". If you are
repelled by the spectacle of the far left and far right uniting in their opposition to the EU, do not forget that Corbyn and
his supporters once had a justified grievance as well.
They had every reason to believe that official society had failed to live up to basic standards when it bailed out the bankers
and made the poor and working classes pick up the bill. The left's campaign against the hypocrisies of austerity, like the
dissident feminist campaign against the hypocrisies of liberal multiculturalism and the Eurosceptic campaign against EU
authoritarianism, was justified. The fringe movements had every right to be self-righteous and, as you cannot help but
have noticed, they have exercised that right to the full.
But they cannot keep on claiming victim status now that they control the White House, Britain's Brexit administration
and the Labour party.
"Tout comprendre c'est tout pardonner," goes the French proverb. To understand all is to forgive all. But that cannot be
true in politics. I understand how anger at liberal hypocrisy drove Anne Marie Waters to the far right. Just as I understand
why Britain voted to leave and why the far left controls the Labour party. But I don't forgive a single thing about it.
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Resurgent right hires ship to thwart migrant rescue missions; EUROPE
Activist-chartered boat may disrupt NGOs saving lives
Cahal Milmo

At some point this weekend, a 42-year-old former Finnish research vessel will set sail from the east African country of
Djibouti bound for the Mediterranean. In its previous life, the Suunta surveyed the Arctic seas, but in its latest voyage it
will enter far more contentious waters.
Renamed the Sea-Star, the 25-crew vessel has been chartered by European far-right activists to "intervene" in the
ongoing humanitarian mission to rescue refugees and migrants seeking to cross from Libya to Europe during
which so far this year 2,000 lives have been lost.
The ship, whose running costs are being financed with more than Euro 100,000 (£88,000) raised through
crowdfunding supported by white supremacists and neo-Nazis, is expected to station itself off the Libyan coast
within a fortnight to carry out its self-declared mission to "save Europe and to save lives".
In reality, charities and antiextremist campaigners believe the Sea-Star has but one mission - to directly interfere with and
disrupt the humanitarian vessels which every week pluck hundreds of people from waters where they would otherwise
perish.
Campaigners accused the far-right activists yesterday of actively putting lives at risk by threatening to target NGO ships
which rescue refugees from overloaded and unseaworthy boats provided by people smugglers. The authorities believe the
pace of arrivals across the Mediterranean means 2017 could overtake last year in terms of rescues, when 181,000 people
were brought to safety.
Defend Europe, the virulently anti-immigrant and anti-Islam group behind the Sea-Star project, has previously
attempted to block a search-and-rescue vessel carrying specialists from Médecins Sans Frontières from leaving the
Sicilian port of Catania in May, launching flares and claiming to have to slowed the ship until the authorities
stepped in.
But the group's leader told i that the Sea-Star will merely "overwatch" the rescue operations and insisted it would not seek
to block any ships working near the Libyan coast.
Martin Sellner, an Austrian law student who is also co-leader of the country's Identitarian movement, had previously said
Defend Europe would use its "big ship" to "block those NGO ships from going to the Libyan coast".
Speaking yesterday, he said: "It is the NGOs who are luring people out into the sea. They are a pull factor and it is our
intention that this should be ultimately stopped. But we would never hinder any active rescue operation."
The organisation said it would comply with maritime law and answer SOS calls by taking refugees on board. But rather
than bring those it rescues to safety in Italy, Defend Europe says it will return people to a port in north Africa, most likely
in Libya. One NGO insider said this move in particular risks provoking a desperate reaction among refugees, most of
whom will have paid an average of £500 to traffickers for their crossing.
Campaigners say the result is a reckless game of politicking with refugees' lives as Defend Europe seeks to adapt tactics
similar to those popularised by Greenpeace for a far-right agenda.
The group has previously staged protests on prominent landmarks to further its cause of "protecting European identity"
from Muslim immigration.
Nick Lowles, chief executive of the anti-extremist group Hope Not Hate, said: "With a history of carrying out provocative
stunts, these far-right activists - who cloak themselves in an aura of youth and respectability - pose a serious risk to life
on the high seas.
"The Identitarians are simply a new wolf in sheep's clothing, with long and deep-held far-right beliefs and connections.
While they have always used controversial and confrontational tactics, the hiring of this ship is emblematic of a dangerous
new confidence with the movement."
Alt-right What is Defend Europe?
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Defend Europe is a project launched by far-right activists across Europe, drawing on the conservative youth Identitarian
movement, which is often equated with the American alt-right.
Its leader Martin Sellner describes the group, which is adept at using social media and video to spread its message, as
"neither left nor right" and says it uses only peaceful means.
But its campaign has attracted support from some of the most unsavoury corners of extreme right, including the white
supremacist David Duke, former Grand Wizard of the Ku Klux Klan, who tweeted to supporters to donate towards the
fund to charter the vessel.
And the members of Defend Europe used images showing vessels bearing its flag blocking NGO ships under the slogan
"You shall not pass" as part of its fundraising efforts to charter the Sea-Star. A neo-Nazi website has also published
multiple articles supporting the project, describing it as a "great initiative" and, referring to refugees, adding "these
parasites need to be inculcated with a deep fear of making the trip across the Mediterranean".
Defend Europe's PayPal donations account was locked in 2017. Its account at the Steiermärkische Sparkasse, an Austrian
bank, was also closed, according to the German newspaper Die Zeit. It reports that the group is looking for new ways to
accept donations.
It is the NGOs who are luring people out to sea. We would never hinder any active rescue operation
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'The extremists were contained this time. If we fail, they'll be back with a
vengeance'; The populist wave in Europe is on pause, but it is far from over
Lara Marlowe

Populism has been on the rise in the West for more than four decades. But the earth-shattering events of the past year, the
Brexit referendum, the election of Donald Trump and Marine Le Pen's failed presidential candidacy, have ensured it will
be a leading question for the foreseeable future.
The term is vague and encompasses a range of politicians who claim to be anti-elite and anti-system. Populists are
prone to authoritarianism and xenophobia. For the most part, they are anti-Europe, anti-globalisation, antiimmigrant and anti-Muslim.
Some, including Trump and Front National (FN) leader Le Pen, have ties to Vladimir Putin's Russia. Others, such as
Polish prime minister Beata Szydlo and Poland's de facto leader, former prime minister Jaroslaw Kaczynski, are virulently
anti-Russian.
Though right-wing populism is more prevalent, left-wing populist movements have emerged in recent years in Greece
(Syriza), Spain (Podemos) and France (La France Insoumise).
Populists are not necessarily extremists. It was British Conservatives who called the Brexit referendum. The US
Republican Party made Trump's election possible. The last seven months have seen a break in what seemed to be an
unstoppable wave.
Last December, former Greens leader Alexander Van der Bellen defeated Norbert Hofer, the candidate of the antiimmigration Austrian Freedom Party (FPO). Van der Bellen had warned that Hofer would take Austrians down the same
road as Brexit and warned them not to "play with this fire".
Far-right populists
Dutch populist Geert Wilders, leader of the Party for Freedom (PVV), failed to make a predicted breakthrough in the
Netherlands' general election in March. The PVV nonetheless gained five seats in the House of Representatives, where it
is the second party.
Wilders's PVV and Alternative for Germany (Afd) now focus mainly on Islam, which Wilders calls "the
totalitarianism of the 21st century".
These far-right populists, like much of the French FN, are liberal on societal issues such as homosexuality. Emmanuel
Macron's defeat of Le Pen by 66 to 34 per cent in the May 7th French presidential election, was the biggest blow to
populism in recent years. Le Pen's plan to leave the euro, which 72 per cent of the French want to keep, was a major
factor.
Renewal of Europe's ageing political class is one antidote to populism, and Macron's election heralded the emergence of
a new generation of European leaders. They include not only Taoiseach Leo Varadkar (38), but Estonia's prime minister
Juri Ratas (38) and Belgian prime minister Charles Michel (41). The Austrian foreign minister and probable future
chancellor, Sebastian Kurz, is only 30.
Macron's election transformed the mood in France. It left the FN in crisis, mulling over its anti-EU policies. Historian
Patrick Boucheron, whose best-selling Global History of France highlights the contribution of immigrants, has made
pessimistic déclinistes such as Alain Finkielkraut and Éric Zemmour look outdated. Le Monde recently published two
newspaper pages on the return of the smile.
The month of June saw a further string of populist defeats. Beppe Grillo's anti-euro 5 Star Movement performed poorly
in Italian municipal elections. The True Finns Party, known for discrimination against ethnic Swedes and the indigenous
Lapland minority, left the coalition government in Helsinki and split in two.
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Influence beyond size
The Eurosceptic, anti-immigrant Ukip party won zero seats in the June 8th British general election. Though Ukip had
only two MPs in the previous parliament, it wielded influence beyond its size. Had Ukip not existed, it is doubtful the
Brexit referendum would have taken place. But Brexit turned Ukip into a one-issue party without an issue.
British prime minister Theresa May's loss of her absolute majority was a further blow to anti-EU populism.
In what may be a backlash against Brexit and Trump, a Pew Research Centre poll shows a surge in public support for the
EU. Even in the UK, 54 per cent of respondents said they hold a favourable opinion of the EU.
With Ukip voters having fallen back on the Tories, "the Conservative Party is now populist", says Jean-Dominique
Giuliani, chairman of the Fondation Robert Schuman. "They've understood nothing about what's happening in the world,
and are turning inward. It's stale and borderline racist. You see it in May's 'generous' offer to EU residents of Britain. If
you're there less than five years, she expels you."
The muddled policies of the Trump presidency are also a poor advertisement for populism. Leaders who've shown support
for Trump, like May and Le Pen, have been punished at the polls.
When Trump was elected, Hungary's populist prime minister Viktor Orban concluded that "the West is undergoing a
change of character".
Orban is an anti-immigrant hardliner who has praised Trump's ban on Muslim immigrants and the wall on the
Mexican border.
Orban, Szydlo in Poland and Trump are "illiberal leaders" who show little respect for independent media or the justice
system.
"Everyone is massively relieved" by recent populist setbacks, says a European ambassador. "But we may be King Canute
waiting for the tide to rise. The extremists were contained this time. If we fail, they'll be back with a vengeance."
With the world's two leading powers under the yoke of what Le Monde columnist Arnaud Leparmentier calls
"Trumputinism", central Europe ruled by populists and seven EU countries represented in Marine Le Pen's Europe of
Nations and Freedom group in the EU Parliament, it is far too soon to declare populism over.
"We must find a new way of communicating with citizens, listen to them, calm them, give them an idea where we're
going . . . show people that Europe can do concrete things, build security together, control migration and refugees," says
Giuliani.
None of the underlying, structural causes of populism have been altered, notes Christophe Guilluy, whose last two books,
La France Périphériqueand The Twilight of the French Elite, have been widely cited to explain the rise of the FN.
"Populism is the consequence of the transformation of western societies over the last 20 to 30 years," Guilluy said in an
interview. Those transformations include de-industrialisation, the "financialisation" of the economy, the concentration of
growth and jobs in a small number of metropolises, multiculturalism, globalisation and mass immigration.
Employees, workers and shopkeepers have been the first victims of these transformations. The disillusioned millions have
swollen the ranks of populist movements. Most live on the periphery of society, in the countryside or in "desertified"
small towns and cities.
'Forgotten categories'
"The globalised system doesn't need the former middle class," Guilluy says. "When a populist leader like Trump unites
the periphery, the balance tips We won't solve this unless we recognise the importance of these forgotten categories."
The phenomenon is the same in the US, UK, France and most European countries, Guilluy says. "It's only logical, since
we all adopted the same, globalised economic model."
Ireland is one of the rare European countries to have escaped the populist wave, says Jean-Yves Camus, co-author of Far
Right Politics in Europe, published by Harvard University Press. "The Irish are at ease with their identity and have a
strong sense of belonging. And they haven't known mass immigration."
By contrast, "The French are searching for their identity.
We don't know who we are any more," Camus continues. "It is hard for the French to define themselves, to agree on their
shared history."
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Employers must hire more Muslims to combat radicalism; comment
Iqbal Wahhab

IF anyone knew the solution to the growing rise of Muslim extremism and attacks in the name of the religion, we'd
bottle it and sell it - any savvy businessperson would. Equally, we see the commercial consequences of not having
an answer; just witness the crippling of trade for the stallholders, restaurants and bars around Borough Market
by the horrific attack that shut us all down for 10 days.
A report published today by Citizens UK, The Missing Muslims - Unlocking British Muslim Potential for the Benefit of
All, is the result of an 18-month study by a distinguished panel of commissioners chaired by Dominic Grieve MP. It has
a wide range of recommendations for national and local governments, Muslim groups and mosques and also, for a change,
businesses.
There is clear evidence that British Muslims are discriminated against in the labour market - 19.8% of the Muslim
population is in full-time employment, compared with 34.9% in the overall population, and 7.2% of Muslims are
unemployed against 4% in the overall population.
This can't just be put down to the fact that many families of Pakistani and Bangladeshi origin live in areas of urban plight
- just look at the borough of Tower Hamlets, sandwiched between the City on one side and the ever-growing Canary
Wharf estate on the other - yet they are largely not participating in the upside of the regeneration happening all around
them.
Alienation from a society and economy deemed not to welcome them often leads to a turn to criminalisation (the
Muslim population in our prisons has doubled in the past five years). It must also be a contributory factor in routes
towards radicalisation where promoters of this wretched narrative have an open goal to shoot at - the West rejects
Muslims, which is why it doesn't employ us, which is why it locks us up and which is why it only bombs or bans
Muslim countries.
Counter-extremism bodies such as Quilliam and public initiatives like Prevent are easily branded as toxic, but where does
that get us and what should businesses be doing? For a start, let's all look at whether our workforces are reflective of the
communities around us, and at all levels of the company.
Let's engage with companies that are part of Business in the Community, whose founding chief executive Sir Stephen
O'Brien was a commissioner in this report, to go out into Birmingham, Bradford and Brick Lane and speak face to face
with people who invariably feel that they are not wanted in our organisations, and make sure our practices can actively
change that feeling of alienation and suspicion.
THIS can cut both ways - Muslim-owned businesses also have a role to play in diversifying the nature of their workforces.
Next time you go into your local Indian restaurant and see how few, if any, non-brown faces are working there, suggest
to the owner that companies who have teams that accurately reflect their customer profile tend to commercially score
higher than those that don't.
This would be an added and muchneeded economic driver for social integration. If, as we're constantly saying or having
it said to us, we're all in this together, let's go out and prove it.
Iqbal Wahhab OBE is the founder of London restaurants Roast and The Cinnamon Club
'There is clear evidence that British Muslims are discriminated against in the labour market'
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Brexit vote followed by biggest-ever spike in race and religion hate crimes
MAY BULMAN

Hate crimes involving racial and religious discrimination have soared at an unprecedented rate since the Brexit
vote, The Independent can reveal, prompting warnings that minority groups feel "more vulnerable than ever".
Police figures obtained through Freedom of Information (FOI) requests show incidents surged by 23 per cent - from
40,741 to 49,921 - in the 11 months after the EU referendum, compared with the same period the previous year, marking
an unparallelled rise. Eleven of the 32 police forces in England and Wales that responded to the FOI requests saw reports
of race and faith-based hate crimes increase by more than 40 per cent, with several regions including Gwent,
Nottinghamshire and Kent soaring by more than half in a year.
The record figures consolidate previous indications that the Leave vote on 23 June last year prompted a wave of hate
crimes based on religion and ethnicity, and have led to calls for the Government to "urgently" review its response to such
reports.
Gwent in Wales saw the highest increase, with the number of incidents rising by 77 per cent, from 367 to 649. Reports of
racially and religiously aggravated hate crimes also rose considerably in Kent (66 per cent, from 874 to 1,452),
Warwickshire (65 per cent, 286 to 471) and Nottinghamshire (57 per cent, 681 to 1,071). Indeed, the number increased
in every region except the City of London, which is the smallest territorial police force in England and Wales, both in
terms of geographic area and head count.
Previous Home Office figures from all police forces reported that race and faith-based hate crimes had decreased by 0.4
per cent in 2012-13, before climbing by 7 per cent in 2013-14, 16 per cent in 2014-15 and 17 per cent in 2015-16. If the
23 per cent rise reported by the 32 forces responding to the FOI were applied to the 2015-16 figure of 53,819, it would be
an unprecedented annual rise.
It comes after previous figures showed that in the months following the EU referendum, hate crimes to regional
police forces rose considerably. Incidents reported in the past year have included a Muslim woman being dragged
along the pavement by her hijab, two Polish men being attacked in the street, killing one of them, and a Muslim
man and woman being squirted with acid, leaving them with life-changing injuries.
When informed of the new figures, faith groups and organisations representing foreign nationalities told The Independent
they had noticed a "significant" rise in race and faith-based hate crimes to the extent that they had become a UK-wide
phenomenon, and urged the Government to take "urgent" action to review their approach to such crimes.
Speaking specifically on hate crime against Muslims, Iman Atta, director of Tell Mama, said: "We have seen
significant rises in hate incidents and crimes against Muslim communities in areas such as Greater Manchester,
Kent, Liverpool and Wales, and these correlate with the findings of The Independent through an FOI request.
Atta explained: "The reality is that anti-Muslim hatred is no longer isolated to pockets of the United Kingdom,
and it is a phenomenon that affects mainly visible Muslims at a street level, with the vast majority of victims being
women and perpetrators male.
"We cannot also deny the fact that anti-Muslim sentiment has been amplified heavily through far right antiMuslim networks, and these need to be shut down and challenged and social media companies have far more to do
in this area."
Founder of Muslim Engagement and Development (Mend), Sufyan Ismail, added that the recent terror attacks
had also provoked a spike in hate crime which will have contributed to the new figures."Our Islamophobia
Response Unit has seen a considerable rise is hate crime cases reported to us; many Muslims are feeling more
vulnerable than ever," Mr Ismail said. "We have dealt with 23 cases alone since the April attacks. The nature of
these cases we have seen have varied from a large FTSE 100 company summarily dismissing their Muslim
employees, to attacks on public transport, and a number of schools denying their pupils prayer facilities.
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"We call upon the Government to urgently review incitement to religious hatred legislation, as it's currently
unworkable and thus efficiently exploited the far-right and elements of right-wing press to continually demonise
Muslims and stir up intense hatred against them."
One victim of such hate crime is Nahella Ashraf, 46, who was wearing a headscarf when she was racially assaulted
and spat on by a stranger as she sat in a restaurant in London earlier this year. Ms Ashraf, from Manchester, told
The Independent she was left "shaken" after a man sitting behind her, who was "smartly dressed and well put
together," grabbed her from the side and tried to pull her out of her seat, before launching a barrage of racist
remarks and spitting in her face.
"We'd been in there for about 45 minutes and we'd all finished eating. There was a guy sat behind me. I assumed
he was getting up to leave but he grabbed me and was screaming at me," she said. "He just grabbed me from the
side, my arm. It felt like he was trying to pull me out of my seat. The first thing I remember him saying was
something about him not tolerating people like me. Right in my face."
She added: "It was racist. He kept saying 'those kinds of people'. He could've grabbed the white woman on the
side of me that would've been easier, but he went for the Muslim woman in the crowd."
Ms Ashraf, who is a member of campaign organisation Stand Up To Racism, said she and her Muslim friends had
noticed a marked rise in hate crime against them since the Brexit vote: "I think we've seen more since the
referendum, there's no doubt about it. But definitely over the last couple of years we've become more cautious
when we're out and about. "A lot of Muslims I know, especially my female Muslim friends, have commented on
how it's gotten worse. We're a bit more careful about where we go. We're an easy target nowadays."
The increase in racially and religiously aggravated crimes have also been felt by EU nationals, many of whom have
noticed heightened antagonism against them. In August 2016, the Polish embassy in London has said it was "shocked and
deeply concerned" by reports of xenophobic abuse directed against the Polish community following the Brexit vote. Two
months later, a Polish man was attacked and killed in a suspected hate crime.
Nicolas Hatton, co-founder of campaign group The3Million, which represents EU nationals in the UK, said they had also
noted a rise in Europeans being targeted by a "small minoritiy" of British people since the EU referendum, and urged that
this rise "lies strongly" with the Government. "British people didn't vote against EU citizens, but to leave the EU. Having
said that, the refusal of the Prime Minister to guarantee the rights of EU citizens encouraged a small minority of white
disfranchised British to behave pathetically," said Mr Hatton.
Jeff Cuthbert, police and crime commissioner for Gwent, the region that saw the biggest increase in race and faith hate
crime, observed that some groups had "undoubtedly" used events such as the Leave vote to fuel hate crime attacks. "We
have seen an increase in the reporting of hate crime in Gwent over the last year. In some respects, this is to be welcomed
as hate crimes were traditionally underreported across the UK. It provides a clear indication that people have more
confidence in reporting crimes of this nature," Mr Cuthbert told The Independent.
"The increase could be attributed to a number of factors. Some groups have undoubtedly used events such as the decision
to leave the EU and recent terror attacks as an opportunity to spread their message of hatred, division and intolerance.
However, hate crime will not be tolerated in Gwent and there will be consequences for the perpetrators."
The figures showed that reports in South Yorkshire rose by 57 per cent and Hertfordshire by 44 per cent, while in
Merseyside the figure rose by 26 per cent: 18 per cent in Greater Manchester and 15 per cent in London.
The National Police Chiefs Council (NPCC) said that in response to a rise in hate crime incidents following major events
such as Brexit police forces across the country had taken a "robust approached" to addressing such offences, but that any
level of hate crime is "unacceptable". A spokesman said: "We know that national and global events have the potential to
trigger short-terms rises in hate crime, and we saw this following the EU referendum last year. Police forces took a robust
approach to addressing these crimes and engaging with communities, and we have typically seen these spikes return to
expected levels within a few days.
"Any level of hate crime is too high and unacceptable. We remain committed to helping people feel safe and secure as
they go about their lives, so more officers have been deployed on visible patrol routes and forces continue to reach out to
all communities to provide reassurance, strengthen our bonds and deal with tensions. Victims and those feeling vulnerable
should report any incident of hate crime to the police on 101, or using our True Vision website (www.report-it.org.uk).
In an emergency, always dial 999."
Responding to the figures, a Home Office spokesperson said: "Hate crime is not acceptable and those who commit these
offences should be prosecuted. Our Hate Crime Action Plan has encouraged further action against hate crime across the
police and criminal justice system. This includes encouraging more victims of hate crime to report it to the police. The
plan also aims to challenge the beliefs and misperceptions that lead to hate crime and to support victims."
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East London Muslims living in fear following spate of acid attacks
ADAM LUSHER

A spate of acid attacks has left some Muslim residents of east London afraid to leave their homes. Fears have been
heightened after 21-year-old aspiring model Resham Khan and her cousin Jameel Muhktar, 37, suffered horrific
injuries when an attacker squirted acid through their car window in Newham, east London, on 21 June.
Police initially said they had no evidence the attack was racially or religiously motivated. They reclassified it as a
hate crime, however, after Mr Muhktar insisted Islamophobia was involved, and after posts expressing sympathy for
the far-right were allegedly found on the Facebook page of John Tomlin, 24, who is being sought for questioning in
relation to the incident.
As news of the attack spread, social media users began to report other acid attacks, with some speculating that
Muslims or people of Asian appearance were being targeted. The incidents included a man of Asian origin having a
noxious substance squirted at him while driving in Commercial Road, Tower Hamlets, on Thursday, with the attackers
stealing his car as soon as he got out to seek help.
There were also social media reports of two attacks in East Ham on Friday - one involving a woman being partially burned
on her doorstep by someone pretending to be a delivery man, and the other of a woman being targeted by moped-driving
acid attackers in the Plashet Grove area.
Fears about what was happening led to east London residents calling an emergency meeting on Sunday evening that was
attended by Tower Hamlets mayor John Biggs. He listened as the resident chairing the meeting said: "These attacks are
happening on our doorsteps. Our women, our men, our youngsters are feeling unsafe. They are scared to come out of their
homes."
The fears were echoed by a local imam, who stressed that some acid attacks were robberies, not hate crimes, but
admitted: "Even my own wife was saying to me yesterday that she didn't want to leave the house because she might
face an acid attack." On social media, meanwhile, the warnings have included: "Please be careful, especially if
you're brown. These attacks seem to be targeting south Asians or 'Muslim looking people'."
At this stage, however, the only acid attack being officially treated as a hate crime by police is the one on Ms Khan and
Mr Muhktar. Many of the other incidents seem to bear the hallmarks of particularly vicious robberies, rather than hate
crimes.
In one incident, in Limehouse, east London, the victim was white, and the social media user who tweeted a video of him
being hosed down with water by paramedics confirmed it had been a "mugging".
It was not immediately clear whether all the incidents detailed on social media have been reported to police, but Scotland
Yard told The Independent that the attack on the man who had his car stolen on Commercial Road was being treated as a
robbery.
A spokesman added that it was not being linked to the attack on Ms Khan and Mr Muhktar, which took place in the
neighbouring borough of Newham.
In another attack cited on social media, outside Whipps Cross Hospital in Leytonstone on 8 June, the victim, junior doctor
Syed Nadeem, 44, said four masked men on mopeds had rushed towards him shouting: "Give me your money or I'll cut
your throat." Mr Nadeem was sprayed in the face with acid and suffered burns to his face and arms.
Mr Nadeem did reveal that NHS staff had been sent a warning on WhatsApp after A&E doctors treated three other victims
for acid burns in the space of an hour. He said: "We got a text message saying people had been knocking on car windows
and when you open it, they throw acid in."
The methods outlined in the warning and in the robbery of Mr Nadeem seem similar to those used in the attack on the
woman driver near Plashet Grove in East Ham. This was described as an attack by "four men on mopeds". The intended
victim escaped unharmed because her car doors were locked and her windows were up. The incidents in Newham and
Tower Hamlets also come after the two boroughs were said to be among the areas of London where acid attacks are most
common.
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In March, a Freedom of Information request to the Metropolitan Police suggested Newham was the London borough with
the most recorded acid attacks, with 398 incidents between 2011 and 2016.
Tower Hamlets had the third highest number of acid attacks, with 84 incidents recorded between 2011 and 2016. The
figures also showed a sharp rise in acid attacks across London as a whole, with 431 incidents in the capital in 2016,
compared to 261 in 2015.
Worldwide, about 80 per cent of acid attacks are by men on women, often in revenge for spurned sexual advances or
marriage proposals. But in the UK, acid attack charities believe that a high percentage of attacks are male-on-male, with
gang members increasingly using acid as an easily-obtained weapon.
The attack on Ms Khan and Mr Muhktar has led to a more than 255,000 people signing a petition calling for tighter
restrictions on the sale of corrosive acid. Stand Up To Racism is also organising a vigil in solidarity with the two cousins,
to be held at Stratford Station in east London tomorrow evening.
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Why anti-Muslim violence will escalate in Sri Lanka
The government is walking a tight-rope between political and religious factions.
In the last two months, several violent attacks have targeted the Muslim community in Sri Lanka. Muslim-owned
businesses and places of worship have been badly hit.
In more than 20 separate incidents, the attackers caused economic ruin to many families, offended the victims'
faith and unsettled an entire community.
However, the recent spate of attacks on Muslims is nothing new. They have taken place, on and off, for several
years, escalating in 2014 when a neighborhood with a prominent Muslim community in Aluthgama town was
torched.
The attacks have been accompanied by a social media campaign that claims the Muslim community has a longterm plan to take over the nation. Thankfully, the most recent attacks, which took place in different parts of the country,
did not result in any deaths. However, the acts of terror appear to be premeditated and carefully planned while none of
the assailants have been arrested.
This failure of the security forces to apprehend the criminals is at the root of the puzzle. It has led to numerous calls from
civil society organizations, opposition political parties, foreign governments and the bar association for the government
to act and uphold the rule of law.
A statement issued by the bar association aims to make the legal response easier for the government, should they
need help. It sets out the provisions of law under which the police can arrest those who perpetrate violence and
hate crimes against the Muslim community and under which the country's attorney general's department can file
indictments in court.
In the statement, the bar association calls on the police to take appropriate security measures to protect these religious
communities and for "the Hon. Attorney General to expedite the prosecution of all suspects in appropriate circumstances
for offenses under Chapter XV of the Penal Code and the provisions of the ICCPR Act, irrespective of their social status".
Troublingly, the police have so far been dormant in their response. They have taken no steps to protect the community
from the criminals or to arrest the suspects whose actions have been videoed or documented.
A national television station, for instance, broadcast an incident where the temporary shelters of Muslims in a
rural area were demolished by a group in which a prominent Buddhist monk was identified.
The victims of the violence and destruction have also handed in footage to the police as evidence. Ironically, the politicians
who oversee the security forces have stressed the need for the police to act. Yet we remain in a quandary, where
government and police inaction continue. The government does not appear willing to respond.
A couple of months ago, massive crowds attended a May Day rally that was larger than any other in recent memory. The
masses had been bussed into the capital by the joint opposition parties. This operation is indicative of the current political
momentum in support of the opposition and their ability to rally people power onto the streets.
In the current political climate, the government's instinct may be to delay taking decisive action and hope that the problem
will disappear.
Courting hardliners
The Sri Lanka government may also be inspired by the example set by Myanmar, where Aung San Suu Kyi's ruling party
has sought to win the support of hard-line Buddhist nationalist groups.
The greatest threat to the stability of the Myanmar government comes from the military that ruled the country under a
dictatorship for over five decades.
Five years ago, the military eased its stranglehold, relinquishing some of its power to the democratically elected party led
by Suu Kyi. But the civilian government is afraid that the military generals are waiting in the wings to take back power.
This is why the democratically elected government has worked to bring the Buddhist nationalist groups within its fold.
During the period of military rule, the Buddhist monks were a powerful and non-violent force that stood in opposition to
the military dictatorship. The problem is that while the Buddhist nationalists in Myanmar are set against the return of a
military dictatorship, they have also identified the Muslims as the source of a potential threat to Myanmar, especially in
terms of changes in the demographic composition of some regions of the country.
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Therefore, the government's attempt to bring the hard-line nationalists onside is fraught with problems. Their strategy
has further legitimized the hardliners in the eyes of the general public resulting in more frequent attacks on
Myanmar Muslims, supposedly in the national interest.
In a similar vein in Sri Lanka, the government appears intent on accommodating hard-line Buddhist nationalist groups to
dilute the political challenges posed by the opposition parties which can exploit Buddhist nationalist sentiment and
insecurities.
Whenever politicians are at a loss for new ideas or explanations for the difficulties that face the country, they claim to be
protecting the country from anti-Sri Lanka groups from abroad and their collaborators within the country.
Naturally, as the major religions practiced in Sri Lanka are found around the globe, it is inevitable that the minorities'
religions will have adherents abroad. This is the source of the paranoia to Sinhalese who have far-reaching memories of
repeated foreign invasions that lay waste to their ancient kingdoms and to the suppression of Sinhalese civilization.
Although the anti-Muslim violence has got the center stage this time, there is also anti-Christian violence, that has been
directed for a longer period, against evangelical Christian groups engaged in conversion activities. The National Christian
Evangelical Alliance of Sri Lanka reported that, since the start of the year, over 20 incidents of violence and intimidation
took place against Christian places of worship across the country.
The government may be right to fear the collaboration of opposition political parties and Buddhist nationalist groups if it
cracks down on the perpetrators of religious violence. The concern would be that these two powerful forces could combine
on the ground and generate tensions and conflicts on the streets in a way that would make the country difficult to govern.
However, the government must act wisely and decisively. The situation left unresolved and unchecked is only likely to
deteriorate.
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Rising Religious Violence Poses Downside Risk To Growth Outlook
HIGHLIGHT: There has been an increase in occurrence of religious violence in Sri Lanka, and we believe that the
government's inaction could further embolden perpetrators and aggravate religious tensions in the country. Should the
situation worsen over the coming months, we would look to downgrade the country's short-term political risk score (which
currently stands at a mediocre 70.0) and potentially its economic growth outlook.
BMI View: There has been an increase in occurrence of religious violence in Sri Lanka, and we believe that the
government's inaction could further embolden perpetrators and aggravate religious tensions in the country. Shouldthe
situation worsen over the coming months, we would look to downgrade the country's short-term political risk score (which
currently stands at a mediocre 70.0) and potentially its economic growth outlook. There have been more than 40
reported episodes of religious violence in Sri Lanka by the Sinhalese Buddhist majority against both Muslim and
Christian minorities since the start of the year, with more than 20 cases targeting Muslim-owned businesses and
places of worship between April and June alone. While religious violence is nothing new in Sri Lanka, as these
types of sporadic attacks targeting the Sri Lankan Muslim community have been occurring for the past several
years, the government's continued muted response is a cause for concern. The recent attacks against Muslims
seemed like they were deliberately planned and executed by a small group of people rather than committed by the
larger community. This is particularly concerning as the government and police's inaction has likely bred a culture of
impunity among perpetuators which has led to repeated offences and a pick up in the number of violations. Currently, Sri
Lanka scores a middling 70.0 out of 100 in our short-term political risk index score, weighed down chiefly by the 'security
and external threats' component. However, should the situation in Sri Lanka worsens, we would look to downgrade the
country's political score and potentially its economic growth outlook, particularly if such violence insinuates wider ethnoreligious tensions which threaten social stability.

Sri Lanka Holds A Middling Position
Asia - Short-Term Political Risk Index Score, Out Of 100

BMI
Religious Violence Continues To Loom Undercurrents of anti-Muslim and anti-Christian sentiment among the
larger Buddhist community have existed in the country for years. Some of the notable examples of the animosity
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between ethnic groups include the 2012 attack on a mosque in Dambulla by a large mob which claimed that the
mosque had been illegally constructed on sacred Buddhist land, and the anti-Muslim riot in Aluthgama in 2014 widely attributed to Sinhalese Buddhist nationalist organisation Bodu Bala Sena (BBS) - that left at least four dead,
80 injured, and 10,000 people displaced. Meanwhile, according to data compiled by the National Christian Evangelical
Association of Sri Lanka, there were over 900 reports of discrimination and violence against Christians between 1994 and
2014, as well as 190 incidents of religious violence against churches, clergy, and Christians since 2015.Although President
Maithripala Sirisena came to power in January 2015 vowing to investigate and clamp down on religious hate crimes,
reports of multiple incidents of ethno-religious violence across the country in recent months show that it remains a
widespread problem. It also appears that the frequency of these violations has picked up in recent weeks with over
20 cases of anti-Muslim hate crimes reported since April 17, including arson at Muslim-owned businesses and
petrol-bomb attacks on mosques. Despite evidence being documented and submitted by victims and bystanders to
the authorities, little has been done by the police to arrest those behind the attacks.

Sinhalese Buddhists Make Up The Majority Of Population
Sri Lanka - Population Breakdown By Religion, %

BMI, Sri Lanka Statistics
Inaction Likely To Continue As Government Is In A Delicate Position In our view, this inaction is likely to continue
because the government jointly led by President Sirisena and Prime Minister (PM) Ranil Wickremsinghe is politically on
a back foot. There are political differences between the United National Party ([UNP] which the PM is at the helm of)
and the Sri Lanka Freedom Party ([SLFP] which President Sirisena chairs) which forms the ruling coalition, and this has
limited the effectiveness of the government and posed challenges in policy making and enactment of reforms (
see'Increasingly Fragile Coalition Will Struggle To Enact Reform', May 2 2017). Moreover, the joint opposition led by
former president Mahinda Rajakpaksa (also from the SLFP) has been trying to exploit Buddhist nationalist sentiment in
order to undermine the government. Given that the previous administration under Rajapaksa was the first to embrace the
Sinhalese Buddhist nationalist ideology and the BBS back in 2005, and the nationalist group retains the ability to rally
massive crowds, this has likely forced the government to have to adopt a more accommodative stance towards these
radical Buddhists to avoid losing their support to the opposition. In this context, we believe that the government will
continue to delay taking decisive action against the perpetuators.Meanwhile, it appears that the government's muted
response towards offenders has emboldened hard-line Buddhists in the country as seen by the increase in frequency of
these attacks. Although the police reportedly arrested five people in mid-June, only one of the five men arrested is
connected to BBS, while many of these transgressions by the radical Buddhist group remain unchecked. Given that the
lack of accountability and culture of impunity could give rise to more violence, we see scope for a further escalation of
religious tensions over the coming months. If that happens, we will look to downgrade Sri Lanka's short-term political
risk score and also to re-examine the country's economic growth outlook given that social stability in the country (after
the 26-year civil war between the Sinhalese and Tamil populations that ended in 2009) has been imperative for the
country's rapid economic growth in recent years.
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Far-right group sends ship to confront boats rescuing migrants in
Mediterranean
MAY BULMAN

A far-right organisation has launched a boat in the Mediterranean to confront ships rescuing refugees and send
them "back to Africa". Defend Europe, a group linked to the European anti-Islam and anti-immigrant
"identitarian" movement, is currently sailing a 25-crew, 422-tonne vessel to the Libyan coast in a bid to block
search-and-rescue vessels operated by humanitarian organisations.
More than 85,000 refugees and migrants, most of them sub-Saharan Africans, have been rescued and brought to
Italy this year, with fears the total could reach 200,000 by December. More than 2,000 have died in crossings.
NGOs and advocacy groups expressed alarm at Defend Europe's mission, telling The Independent that if it carries out its
aims it will "get in the way of genuine lifesaving efforts" and risk further loss of life.
In May Defend Europe carried out a failed attempt to block a Médecins Sans Frontières ship with a small dinghy, and off
the back of the stunt has crowdfunded more than Euro 100,000 and bought the larger boat, the C-Star, to pursue its more
ambitious plans in the Mediterranean. The group said in a statement that for the new, larger-scale mission it would
"overwatch the doings of the NGOs and disrupt the human trafficking rings by sinking the abandoned boats they leave
behind".
It added that the group would offer the Libyan Coastguard support by "saving anyone [it] can" if the boat receives an SOS
signal, but that anyone it saved would be taken "back to Africa", as part of its bid to "guard the borders of Europe".
Joe Mulhall, senior researcher at advocacy group Hope Not Hate, said the mission would get in the way of rescue
efforts and put lives at risk, claiming the group had started downplaying their true aims due to growing media
attention. "Defend Europe is an explicitly far-right project. The identitarian have got a long track record of pulling
stunts for anti-Muslim stuff," he told The Independent. "For the past few months they've been saying they're going
to block the NGO ships. They've been clear about this. They've changed their tack as more press has become
interested and now said they're going to 'monitor' NGO ships and make sure they don't enter Libyan waters.
"But should they do what they've been planning to do for the past few months, they'll be getting in the way of genuine
lifesaving efforts. The fact of the matter is that there's no question that a bunch of far-right activists on a large ship getting
in the way for NGOs trying to save lives will no doubt will be putting lives at risk. "Getting in the way of any rescue
efforts whatsoever, even if you're just sitting there watching, could result in the loss of lives. All of this stuff in a
year when over 2,000 people have already died in the Med is really concerning."
Hope Not Hate has pulled together a team of researchers to monitor what Defend Europe is saying and will produce a
comprehensive legal report of the maritime laws, in order to put pressure on lawmakers and politicians to take action.
"They're claiming that NGOs are essentially people-trafficking. The research is quite clear that this isn't the case," Mr
Mulhall added. "What's happening in the Med is so dangerous at the moment that the last thing the NGOs and the
coastguards and the refugees themselves is a bunch of far-right activists getting in the way."
He said the mission was also cause for political concern, claiming it has "excited the whole of the international far-right
movement" and has attracted funding from extreme right forces from around the world. "The way they've done this has
excited the whole of the international far-right movement. It's raised their profile. The money's coming from all sorts of
extreme forces around the world. Far-right rallying around it," he said. "Everyone in the international far-right is animated
by this project. In the long term this is going to make them a huge amount of money. We'll have a network of European
far-right network with resources they've never had before, and that's a concern."
Defend Europe said in a statement to The Independent: "As we have stated clearly from the beginning, we never planned
to and never will hinder any actual rescuing activities. Our plan is to cooperate with the Libyan coastguard and support
their efforts to control their waters, to overwatch and expose the NGOs, especially if they breach the new code of conduct
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by the Italian government. Furthermore we will sink all the abandoned migrant-ships we can find, to drain the financial
resources of the trafficking rings."
The identitarian movement, which started in France in 2002, is a conservative youth movement advocating a return to
"traditional Western values". It has recently gained momentum in the UK, with a British branch, Identity Generation, on
social media platforms.
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UKIP deputy leader hopeful likens his anti-Islam colleague to 'Joan of Arc'
East of England MEP Stuart Agnew has likened anti-Islam UKIP leadership hopeful Anne Marie Waters to "Joan
of Arc" and confirmed he will be her deputy if she wins.
Mr Agnew said Ms Waters was a "unique" candidate but admitted her leadership bid will cause division within a party
still reeling from a poor general election.
Ms Waters has been widely criticised for setting up a UK division of Italian far-right group Pegida alongside notorious
English Defensive League founder Tommy Robinson.
Sources also say she is being helped in her campaign by Jack Buckby, the only candidate to stand against Labour in the
seat vacated after Jo Cox's murder. He stood as the candidate for Liberty GB, a movement which refers to transgender
people as "freaks" and called immigrants "savages".
At a rally in Manchester in June, Ms Waters told the crowd: "Islam is a killing machine."
Mr Agnew said: "I will be her deputy if she wins. She is willing to talk about issues largely ignored by other parties
- female genital mutilation, Sharia law.
"I think she has been on a journey and there is no stopping her. She is a driven and impressive woman. I would not be
able to look myself in the mirror each morning unless I gave her my full backing. She is unique - a Joan of Arc-like figure.
"This is already divisive within the party and that will increase if she wins. But this is a vital moment for UKIP and we
have three choices: we can say 'job done on Europe, let's wind up'; we can stay as a party of low taxes and small
government; or we can address the issues at the heart of so many of the problems we face in this country today. I think
;Anne Marie can do the latter.
"There are perhaps some question marks [over her involvement with Tommy Robinson and Jack Buckby] but she is well
aware that associations with certain people might not be helpful."
This week two senior UKIP figures - MEPs Bill Etheridge and Patrick O'Flynn - raised fears about the direction of the
party.
Mr Agnew said Ms Waters was a "unique" candidate but admitted her leadership bid will cause division within a party
still reeling from a poor general election.
Ms Waters has been widely criticised for setting up a UK division of Italian far-right group Pegida alongside
notorious English Defensive League founder Tommy Robinson.

Page | 132

La Croix International
July 28, 2017

Dutch State Council orders financing of an Islamic school
HIGHLIGHT: The highest court in the Netherlands instructed the government on Wednesday, July 26, to finance an
Islamic school in Amsterdam with the opening planned for August 2017. Financing for the school was refused in 2014
after a member of its leadership team expressed support for ISIS.
"No valid reason," ruled the State Council, the Netherlands highest court, in rejecting a refusal by the nation's ministry of
education to finance an Islamic school the opening of which is planned at the end of summer 2017.
The decision to stop funding was taken three years ago after a member of the school's management team published
messages of support for ISIS.
In its decision which was published on Wednesday, the State Council emphasized that the school had distanced itself
from the views of the man, who had since been excluded from the school's management.
In addition, the judges called on the city of Amsterdam to find a site for the high school, which is expected to host 200
students from the start of the new school year in 2017.
Islamic schools under discussion
While the incident may seem anecdotic, it illustrates the polemic that has arisen around Islamic schools. Initially, these
schools seemed to adapt perfectly to the Dutch model of educational freedom.
In the Netherlands, the education system is based principally around private schools that are subsidized by the government,
which in many cases gives them a confessional orientation.
Whereas early schools were mainly Catholic and Protestant, Islamic schools began to develop from the 1980s to
meet the needs of Muslim families who desired to give a religious education to their children.
By 2014, the Netherlands had 46 Islamic primary schools and two Islamic high schools.
Although these private Netherlands institutions have a religious character, this aspect has diminished progressively along
with an increasing mix of students of various confessions.
Islamic schools are no exception to this trend. In 2009, only 5% of Muslim students went to these schools.
Nevertheless, they have become a focus of criticism and are often portrayed as places of communitarianism and a
refusal by the Muslim community to integrate. "We need to do everything possible so that our children will receive
the education to which they are entitled and learn what it means to be part of Dutch society," declared Sander
Dekker, secretary of state for education on the NOS public radio station.
He said that he was saddened by the Council of State decision.
Concerns over the "quality of education"
In another criticism often made against these Islamic institutions, Dekker restated his concern over "the quality
of teaching" provided by the school.
Another Islamic school was closed in 2009 for the same reason.
This criticism of communitarianism is finding increasing support in the Netherlands, which like other European
countries has experienced a rise of the extreme right following the migration crisis and the increased flow of
refugees.
The extreme right wing fringe, led by Geert Wilders' Party for Freedom, has been at the forefront of the "antiIslam" struggle in the Netherlands.
The party is campaigning for a prohibition of the Koran as well as mosques and other measures.
In March, despite a lower than expected showing in the polls, the party gained five seats at the parliamentary elections.
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Vandalising Last Supper poster was a pre-emptive move, Patriots leader says
Tim Diacono

Henry Battistino urges government to backtrack on religious vilification law: 'It is hurting true believers'
Patriots' leader Henry Battistino (left) and candidate Desmond Falzon pose with the ripped poster
The leader of the far-right 'Patriots' party has said he ripped out Jesus' face from a controversial public advert satirising
the Last Supper to discourage people from vilifying religions.
Henry Battistino told MaltaToday that true Christians were genuinely hurt at the New York Best poster depicting Jesus
and his apostles eating fast food, and that the outrage should convince the government to backtrack on its decision to
decriminalise the vilification of religion. Religious vilification was decriminalised last year as part of a package of laws
intended to protect artists against censorship. However, Battistino said that the government's decision has hurt many true
believers and that his vandalism was intended to raise awareness against the new law.
"It's fine to criticise religions, and indeed I criticise Islam as an invasive religion, but vilifying and caricaturing
religions should be out of bounds and I would never vilify Islam," he said. "If someone had put up a poster
ridiculing your mother then you would have got angry too.
"Joseph Muscat has had no problem admitting mistakes in the past, and now I am asking him to admit that this law was a
mistake too."
His sentiment has already been shared by new Nationalist MP Ivan Bartolo, who said in Parliament earlier this week that
the Last Supper poster was "provocative" and that the removal of religious vilification has left many Maltese without
legal recourse to defend themselves when their religions have been vilified.
The poster put up by NYB might have come as a surprise for some, but many other parodies of the famous painting by
Leonardo Da Vinci have been circulating for many years - on the internet and in the world of art curation.
One such parody, a painting by Zeng Fanzhi, scored an auction record for Asian contemporary art when it sold for €23
million at a Hong Kong auction in 2013. Henry Battistino warned that the mockery of Jesus would have snowballed had
he not stepped in, and that someone might have eventually erected a poster of Jesus smoking a joint at the Last Supper.
More seriously, he warned that the poster could have prompted someone to satirise the Prophet Mohammed, which
would have then sparked the ire of hot-blooded Muslims.
"If someone had erected a poster mocking Mohammed, then some Muslims would have issued a fatwa against him,
which could have been deadly," he said.
Battistino dismissed accusations of hypocrisy aired at him by people who recounted how his far-right group had
handed out ham sandwiches during an anti-Islam protest at Msida last year.
"We had handed out ham sandwiches because we had heard that students at a school who were bringing luncheon
meat sandwiches with them were being bullied by Muslim students," he said. "We were taking a stand, but in no
way did we vilify Islam... there were no posters mocking the Prophet Mohammed at that protest."
Battistino said that he was in no way encouraging people to take the law into their own hands, but that citizens sometimes
need to take direct action in "exceptional cases" to nudge the authorities into action.
Indeed, he cited how Moviment Graffitti activists had last year broken through the gates of Manoel Island, an action that
eventually prompted MIDI to keep the island's gates open to the public, a protest Battistino said he fully agreed with.
"I didn't do what I did because I wanted to play the hero. Indeed, I felt a great deal of stress as I was tearing down the
poster, which is why I had to light up a cigarette.
"When there's something wrong going on and there's no institutional back-up, then yes, sometimes you have to take a
stand. If you are a true Christian, then you consider manmade laws as secondary to the laws of God."
NYB to replace poster with 'generic' advert
Meanwhile, NYB owner Tommy Diacono confirmed with MaltaToday that he will not print another copy of the
controversial poster, but will instead replace it with a "generic" advert.

Page | 134

"I miscalculated how much the original poster was going to offend people and I now just want to put the issue behind
me," he said. "I've offended too many people in this past week and although many people have told me to put the poster
back, this situation has simply exhausted me and I just want to move on now."
He reiterated that he would not seek legal action against Battistino and fellow Patrijotti candidate Desmond Falzon for
ripping down the poster.
"I want to give an example of how to turn the other cheek, and also I just want to move on from this issue," he said.
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Bangladesh Country Risk Report
July 1, 2017

Bangladesh - Q3 2017
HIGHLIGHT: The government's efforts to strengthen ties with conservative Islamic groups are leading to a stronger
'Islamisation' of political decision-making processes. Although this strategy is intended to boost the ruling Awami
League's authority, it will also undermine secular governance and encourage religious intolerance among the country's
Muslim-majority population, posing downside risks to social stability. We will look to downgrade Bangladesh's short
term political risk score from its present level of 60 if social instability continues to escalate over the coming months.
Ties With India To Benefit From Greater Cooperation
BMI View: Following the success of PM Sheikh Hasina's meeting with her Indian counterpart in New Delhi in April, we
expect bilateral ties between the two neighbouring countries to further improve over the coming years despite
disagreement over the Teesta water sharing scheme. New Delhi will likely continue to woo Dhaka both economically and
politically to counter China's rising influence in the region.Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's meeting with her
Indian counterpart Narendra Modi from April 7-10 in New Delhi concluded with the signing of 22 agreements and
memorandum of understanding (MoU) on defence, civil nuclear cooperation, and cyber security among others. These
agreements underscore the commitment by the two neighboring South Asian countries to deepen bilateral relations despite
tensions and disagreements surrounding the Teesta water sharing agreement. The visit comes at a time when New Delhi
is increasingly concerned about Beijing's growing influence in South Asia, a region commonly viewed as India's backyard.
Given that Bangladesh is of geostrategic importance to India, we expect New Delhi to continuously court Dhaka away
from Beijing (in October, Chinese President Xi Jinping made a landmark visit to Bangladesh after three decades and
signed 27 agreements worth USD13.0bn), and expect bilateral relations between the two South Asian countries to benefit
from greater cooperation over the coming years.
Hydro Politics A Thorn In The Side Of India-Bangladesh Relations... The Teesta River, which originates from
Sikkim, and runs through West Bengal, and then Bangladesh, has long been a thorn in bilateral relations between the two
South Asian neighbours. The river is of strategic importance to both sides given their large agrarian economies, but water
flow in the lower stream of the river belonging to Bangladesh has dropped drastically in recent years during the dry season
due to the construction of multiple dams and the Gajoldoba Barrage in the upper stream of the river (belonging to India).
According to the Bangladesh government data, the average flow of the Teesta in the last 10 days of March (the peak of
the dry period) dropped to 315-550 cusecs in the last few years, when it used to be over 6,000 cusecs back in the 1970s
and 1980s. Meanwhile, it is estimated that about 21 million people in Bangladesh (13% of the total population) live in the
basin of the river and the country relies on water from the river to irrigate over 600,000 hectares of land (4.3% of total
land area).Although numerous attempts have been made to try to resolve the long-standing issue, little progress has been
made. For instance, in 1983, a water sharing agreement was reached between India and Bangladesh, but the deal fell
through when the then newly elected chief minister of West Bengal Mamata Banerjee rejected the treaty for fear of a
shortage of water resources in the northern region of the state, particularly during the drier months. In 2011, another
attempt by then Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh to allow more water to flow to the lower stream of the river was
shelved when Banerjee (who was supposed to accompany the Prime Minister) cancelled the trip. The latest attempt by
Prime Minister Modi to persuade Banerjee to share more of the river flow with Bangladesh has not yielded much success
either, with the chief minister making it clear that Teesta has no water to share and urging Modi's government to look at
alternative rivers for the sharing of water. The dispute over the Teesta River holds more than just economic significance
for the Hasina administration, and its resolution would be a considerable political boost for her Awami League party in
the upcoming 2018 general election.
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Bilateral Trade Likely To Increase Further
Bangladesh And India - Total Trade, USDmn
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...But Ties Have Improved In Recent Years Nevertheless Although the disagreement over the water sharing treaty has
cast a shadow over India-Bangladesh relations previously, we note that bilateral ties have warmed considerably since
Hasina took office in 2009, and as both sides deepen their economic cooperation. Indeed, bilateral trade flows in the
period of FY2009/10 (July to June) - FY2015/16 increased by more than 75% in US dollar terms, while India has become
the eighth largest foreign investor in Bangladesh. In our view, this is a win-win situation as Bangladesh needs India for
trade and investment, while India needs its smaller neighbour to maintain its geopolitical dominance in the region and to
fulfill its Act East policy. Some of the recent developments include: In September 2011, India and Bangladesh signed a
major treaty on border demarcation which ended a four-decade old dispute over boundaries. The agreement also included
an exchange of enclaves. In October 2013, New Delhi and Dhaka inaugurated the Baharampur-Bheramara cross border
power transmission link which would initially facility the export of 500MW of electricity per day from India to
Bangladesh, with an option to increase the power flow to 1,000MW. In June 2014, during a visit by Foreign Minister of
India, Sushma Swaraj to Bangladesh, India agreed to ease visa requirement for Bangladeshis, set up a special economic
zone in Bangladesh, export more electricity from Tripura, while Bangladesh agreed to allow India to use its territory and
infrastructure to transport food and produce to the landlock Northeast India. In June 2015, during a state visit by PM
Modi to Bangladesh, 22 agreements were signed by both sides. India extended line of credit of USD2.0bn to Bangladesh
and pledged USD5.0bn worth of investment, mostly in the power sector.nt, mostly in the power sectros s ing business
index, nlikely yo In July 2015, the two nations swapped 162 enclaves (111 Indian enclaves in Bangladesh and 51
Bangladesh enclaves in India) under the 2011 border agreement, and around 50,000 people became citizens of India or
Bangladesh. Chinese Influence Encroaching On India's Backyard Given China's rising influence in the region (
see'Indian Ocean: The Growing Struggle For Dominance', March 10 2010), which India deems as encroaching on its
backyard, we expect New Delhi to continue to step up its efforts to engage Dhaka in both the economic and political
domain over the coming years to prevent Bangladesh from falling to China's sphere of influence. We expect the
competition between China and India in the Indian Ocean and South Asia region to intensify over the coming years, as
Beijing strives to secure its economic interest in the region and New Delhi moves to counterbalance China's rising
influence. In the race between China and India, we expect Bangladesh to reap considerable benefits. Long-Term Political
Outlook - Limited Chances Of Major Improvement
BMI View: Although Bangladesh returned to full civilian rule following elections in December 2008, the political system
remains immature and prone to instability. We see only limited prospects for a substantial improvement over the next 10
years.Bangladesh can best be described as an immature democracy. Since independence from Pakistan in 1971, it has
succumbed to military rule many times, with the country governed by generals either directly or indirectly for at least 17
years, most recently through the Caretaker Government that held power from January 2007 to December 2008. Regardless
of the military's role, the political scene has been characterised by a very high degree of animosity between the two main
political parties. This has been manifested in a political culture of opposition-led strikes and street demonstrations. The
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disruption that this causes is bad for domestic business and sullies Bangladesh's reputation in the eyes of foreign investors.
Threats And Challenges To StabilityPoverty: Bangladesh is one of the poorer countries in Asia, with an estimated
GDP per capita of only USD1,211 in 2015. Combined with a high level of illiteracy, this means the political system is
prone to populism. Until Bangladesh develops a more solid middle class, the political scene is likely to remain highly
confrontational. Extreme Animosity Between Parties: There is a very high degree of hostility between the centristliberal Bangladesh Awami League (AL) and the conservative Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), as well as between
the parties' respective leaders, Sheikh Hasina Wajed and Begum Khaleda Zia. Hasina is the daughter of Bangladesh's
founder, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, while Khaleda is the widow of former military ruler General Ziaur Rahman (no relation
to the founder). Uncertain Future Of Political Parties: Hasina and Khaleda are still politically active, but it is unclear
who will eventually succeed them as leaders of the AL and BNP respectively. Both have influential sons, but dynastic
successions could alienate reform-minded party members. The detention of Hasina and Khaleda by the Caretaker
Government in 2007 opened new schisms in both parties. Propensity For Street Protests: Both parties have a tendency
to mobilise their supporters on the streets by means of mass demonstrations, strike actions or blockades of key roads, thus
disrupting economic activity and instigating violence. It was precisely a fear of anarchy that prompted military
intervention in January 2007 and the postponement of general elections due that month. In the 2014 general elections,
opposition parties launched nationwide hartals and transportation blockades in protest of the ruling Awami League's
refusal to hand over power to a non-partisan government caretaker. Powerful Military Establishment: The military will
remain a powerful force, as it has since independence. The military acted as a stabiliser in 2007 when it installed the
caretaker government. On the other hand, the public typically tires of military or quasi-military rule after a while and
demands fresh elections. Given the number of coups in Bangladesh's history, a future coup cannot be ruled out. Islamist
Militancy: Although a predominantly Muslim country, Bangladesh has avoided the radicalisation seen in Pakistan
and other parts of the Muslim world. Islamist parties suffered a major setback in the 2008 elections. Nonetheless,
Islamist militants have been active in recent years and could take advantage of any political or localised security
vacuum to build support. Furthermore, some Bangladeshis worry that Pakistan is supporting local Islamists to
gain 'strategic depth'. Natural Disasters And Resource Issues: As one of the most densely populated countries in the
world, Bangladesh is prone to food, resource, and energy shortages. Its vulnerability to natural disasters means that vast
tracts of crop land can be wiped out by floods, driving up food prices. Over the long term, rising global sea levels threaten
to inundate large parts of Bangladesh. This in turn would create new refugee problems.The above factors explain why our
long-term political risk score for Bangladesh is low at 60.4. The country scores only 52.9 for the 'characteristics of polity'
sub-component (which has a 30% weighting), 65.0 for 'scope of state' (20% weighting) and 60.0 for 'policy continuity'
(20% weighting). It also scores 65.0 in the 'characteristics of society' sub-component (with a 30% weighting), reflecting
a still-high poverty rate, and a homogenous society which is increasingly at risk from rising conservative Islamism.
Political System Still Unstable
Bangladesh - Long-Term Political Risk Index, Out Of 100
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Scenarios For Political Evolution With so many variables, it is difficult to predict how Bangladesh's political scene will
evolve over the coming decade or so. Additional complicating factors are on-again-off-again proposals to introduce an
executive presidential system and shortening the legislative term from five years to four years (although it is far from
clear how this would improve governance). The possible emergence of a third party would also complicate matters,
although the strongest such attempt - by Nobel Laureate Muhammad Yunus in early 2007 - failed to take off. Below, we
list three broad scenarios. Mature Two- Or Three-Party System: In the best case scenario, the AL and BNP agree to
respect each other's administrations and challenge each other in the legislature rather than on the streets. Both parties
refrain from mass public mobilisation to weaken the other and respect the outcome of future elections without crying foul.
In time, reformers in both parties make them less family-focused and more policy-focused. Eventually, a credible third
party may develop that would act as a balancer between the AL and BNP. Overall, we see the above scenario as credible
in the long run, but perhaps not within the next five years. Status Quo: In this intermediate scenario, Bangladesh continues
to muddle through as it has done since democracy was restored in 1991, with the AL and BNP alternating in power and
retaining their antagonistic stance towards each other. In this scenario, the parties are still led by Hasina and Khaleda as
they prepare their sons to succeed them. Street protests and unrest continue, and while Bangladesh still achieves
respectable economic growth of 6.0%, it fails to attract substantial foreign investment or take off like India. Meanwhile,
occasional attacks by Islamist militants add a further element of danger to the political scene, which fails to mature
but also avoids collapsing outright. The likelihood of the above scenario is high. State Collapse: In the worst-case
scenario, the AL and BNP remain as antagonistic as ever and fail to reform. The BNP resorts to mass mobilisation at the
first sign of AL weakness (or vice versa) and seeks to disrupt the country through strikes and blockades. The cycle of
unrest then intensifies ahead of the next election in 2018 - and worsens if neither party wins a convincing victory.
Meanwhile, the central government finds itself increasingly unable to govern and loses control of parts of the country,
paving the way for Islamist militants to become more active. Under such circumstances, the military could become
tempted to intervene again or assume direct control of the country. If it chooses the latter, then the generals could decide
that Bangladesh is simply not capable of sustaining democracy and decides to rule for a multi-year period. The likelihood
of this scenario is modest.
Table: Political Overview
System
of
Government
Head of State
Head
of
Government
Last Election
Presidential
(indirect) - April 22,
2013
Composition
Of
Current
Government
Key Figures

Parliamentary Democracy, Universal Suffrage: 350-Seat Parliament (Five-Year Term).
Executive Power rests with Prime Minister.
President Abdul Hamid (since April 24 2013). President is limited to two five-year terms.
Sheikh Hasina Wajed (since January 6 2009)
Parliamentary - January 5, 2014

Bangladesh is governed by a coalition comprising the Awami League, the Jatiya Party, Jatiyo
Samajtantrik Dal and the Workers Party of Bangladesh.

Defense - Sheikh Hasina, Finance - A.M.A. Muhith, Foreign Affairs - A. H. Mahmood Ali,
Home Affairs - Asaduzzaman Khan, Central Bank Governor - Atiur Rahman, Army Chief General Iqbal Karim Bhuiyan, Textiles and Jute - Md. Emaj Uddin Pramanik, Commerce Tofail Ahmed
Main
Political Bangladesh Awami League, AL (273 seats): Relatively liberal, centre-left, secular. Maintains
Parties [No. of seats an anti-Pakistan bias. Founded in 1949 as a party of East Pakistan's Bengalis. Led by Sheikh
won
in
2014 Hasina Wajed.
elections]
Bangladesh Nationalist Party, BNP (0 seats): Conservative, centre-right, pro-business and
pro-religion (Islam). Maintains an anti-India bias. Founded in 1978. Led by Begum Khaleda
Zia.
Jatiya Party, Ershad (41 seats): Conservative, consists of loyalists of former military ruler
Hossain Mohammed Ershad.
Jatiyo Samajtantrik Dal (6 seats): Nationalist, socialist. Founded in 1972.
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Table: Political Overview
System
Government

of Parliamentary Democracy, Universal Suffrage: 350-Seat Parliament (Five-Year Term).
Executive Power rests with Prime Minister.
Jamaat-e-Islami, JI (0 seats): Islamist party, initially opposed Bangladesh's independence from
Pakistan. Allied to BNP in 2001-06 coalition government. Led by Moulana Matiur Rahman
Nizami.
Workers Party of Bangladesh (7 seats): Communist. Founded in 1980.
Liberal Democratic Party (0 seat): Founded in 2006 by dissident members of BNP. Led by
Col (Retd) Oli Ahmed.
Next Election
Parliamentary - Late 2018- Early 2019
Presidential - April
2018
Key
Relations/ Bangladesh has long been a member of the Non-Aligned Movement, the British
Treaties
Commonwealth, and the Organization of the Islamic Conference. In 1985 it was a founding
member of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC).
BMI Short-Term 60.0
Political
Risk
Rating
BMI
Structural 60.4
Political
Risk
Rating
Source: BMI
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New imams 'must be British'; Mosque leaders 'must master British life'
Camilla Turner

MOSQUES must appoint British-born imams who speak fluent English because Islamic communities need "better
leadership", a report has concluded.
An inquiry chaired by Dominic Grieve, the former attorney general, found that Muslims need "fit-for-purpose" leaders
who can understand modern British life. The report, commissioned by the community-organising charity Citizens UK,
set out to examine the participation of the Islamic community in public life. It noted that many Imams are born and
educated overseas, but said: "It is of great importance that British-born imams, who have a good understanding of British
culture and who fluently speak English, are encouraged and appointed in preference to overseas alternatives."
Imams were told they must take a "stronger stance" against persecution of Christians and other branches of Islam, as well
as anti-Semitism.
The report, entitled Missing Muslims: Unlocking British Muslim Potential for the Benefit of All, also recommends that
universities provide Continued on Page 2 Continued from Page 1 courses so that imams can be accredited with religious
and education qualifications.
"The commission has heard a great deal about the need for better leadership within the UK's Muslim communities," it
said. "The management committees of the UK's mosques need to better understand and respond to modern British life."
Mr Grieve, who is the Conservative MP for Beaconsfield, said: "Polls demonstrate significant scepticism across British
society about the integration, and even the shared allegiance, of their British Muslim fellow citizens."
He said Muslims face "considerable challenges" from within their own communities that prevent them from
participating in public life.
"The commission has also heard, forcefully expressed to it, the fear of many Muslims that, even in seeking to
participate in public life or to work on a cross-community basis, they become subject to a much greater degree of
adverse scrutiny, or to allegations about their motivation, than would be considered normal or acceptable for their
non-Muslim counterparts," Mr Grieve wrote. "This is a matter for which there is overwhelming evidence."
The report found that the "increasing absence" of Muslims from British civil society was a "growing problem".
It said that in some areas Muslims were not participating in public life to their full potential, but in others they are
just as engaged as - if not more so than - their white British counterparts.
The lack of integration was most pronounced in areas of high deprivation, the report found, but added that there was a
"wealth of positive community work" by British Muslims at a local level.
The commission found that most Muslims live in urban areas, and - particularly among British Pakistani and Bangladeshi
communities - children generally attend schools where most other children are of the same ethnic group.
But the report notes that integration is a "two-way street" and other groups must find ways to engage with different
communities.
There is no definitive figure for how many mosques there are in the UK, the report said, although it said the best estimate
is 1,500.
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Donald Trump's travel ban faces new legal challenge
EMILY SHUGERMAN
The state of Hawaii is once again challenging Donald Trump's travel ban, after the Supreme Court allowed a
limited version of the restrictions to take effect. The Court ruled this week that travellers from six Muslim-majority
countries could be barred from entering the country, unless they had a "bona fide relationship" with a person or
entity in the US. The Trump administration has limited such "bona fide relationships" to parents, spouses, fiancés,
sons, daughters, sons-in-law, daughters-in-law, and siblings of US residents.
Hawaii, however, has filed an emergency injunction to expand this definition, claiming grandparents,
grandchildren, aunts, uncles, and other relatives of US residents should also be allowed to enter. The injunction
calls on a federal judge to clarify the meaning of "bona fide relationships".
"In Hawaii, 'close family' includes many of the people that the federal government decided on its own to exclude from
that definition," Hawaii Attorney General Douglas Chin said in a statement. "Unfortunately, this severely limited
definition may be in violation of the Supreme Court ruling." In March, Hawaii became the first state to sue over the
revised travel ban, which barred visitors from Syria, Sudan, Somalia, Libya, Iran and Yemen for 90 days and suspended
the US refugee program for 120 days. Mr Chin at the time equated the executive order to "a neon sign flashing 'Muslim
ban, Muslim ban'". A federal judge agreed, blocking the ban from taking effect. The 9th Circuit Court of Appeals upheld
the decision.
The result earned widespread condemnation from the Trump administration, with Mr Trump promising to take it to the
Supreme Court, and Attorney General Jeff Sessions referring to Hawaii disparagingly as "an island in the Pacific".
Mr Chin at the time said the administration's statements threatened the basic principles of American government. "The
whole point of what America stands for is the idea that you can have an executive that gets checked by the two other
branches," he told The Independent. "And that includes the judiciary."
The Governor of Hawaii, meanwhile, said he would continue to stand up for the rights of immigrants to his state. "Hawaii
is a very special place. We are a community of minorities," Governor David Ige told The Independent. "Certainly we felt
compelled to take a stand against the executive order which, to us, is clearly focused on national origin and religious
basis."
Several lower courts echoed this sentiment, blocking the ban on the grounds of religious discrimination. But the Supreme
Court, in announcing that they would take on the case, did not address this issue, ruling only that the temporary exclusion
of these individuals would not harm anyone in the US.
The Court will make their full ruling during their next session in October. In the meantime, the ban will take effect
- with exemptions for those with "bona fide relationships". These relationships also include any business,
educational or professional links that were "formal, documented and formed in the ordinary course rather than
for the purpose of evading" the ban.
Mr Trump heralded the Court's decision as a "clear victory for our national security". But news of the ban's
reinstatement sparked backlash from Iran's foreign minister, who decried it as a "truly shameful exhibition of
blind hostility to all Iranians" that "bans Iranian grandmothers from seeing their grandchildren". The ban will
likely have the largest impact on Iranians, who received the largest share of nonimmigrant visas to the US of any
of the six countries in 2015. Nearly 26,000 Iranians entered the US that year; the latest for which data is available.
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500 oppose Islamic hall
Carlie Walker

A PETITION calling for the closure of an Islamic prayer hall in Tooth St, Pialba, has reached almost 500
signatures.
The petition, started by Hervey Bay's Lyn Morrison, claims the prayer hall was having "negative impacts" on the
neighbourhood.
Ms Morrison says "we have to stop the growth of mosques now".
The petition acknowledges the site is legitimately zoned as a place of worship, but argues (because of the "intrusions and
impacts" of the prayer hall in the residential area), it should be closed and any future places of worship in Fraser Coast
Regional Council jurisdiction should be impact assessed and public consultation undertaken before approval is granted.
Ali Kadri from the Islamic Council of Queensland said opposing a correctly zoned place of worship could only be
described as "ironical".
Mr Kadri said the council was in close contact with the Muslim community in Hervey Bay.
He said the Islamic council did not support prayer halls that were not correctly zoned.
"Our position is very clear, if it does not meet (local) council rules we can't support it," Mr Kadri said.
Opposing the hall when it is correctly zoned was "unpatriotic". "Opposing it in the name of Australian values, it's ironical,"
he said.
Mr Kadri said freedom of religion was one of the fundamental parts of Australian society and to protest against one group
having that freedom was "unpatriotic and against Australian law".
He said if there were issues with planning laws or traffic that could be addressed, people had the right to do so.
"Opposing the hall because it's a Muslim place of worship - I have no other word but "~hypocrite'," he said.
"The irony is they are opposing it in the name of patriotism, but their actions are unpatriotic."
Several points are made against the prayer hall in the petition: disturbances caused by clashes between
worshippers and anti- Islamic protesters; fears for physical safety because neighbours are being approached and
asked directions to the prayer hall; concerns that neighbouring properties may be devalued; noise pollution from
loud music during the call to prayer and renovations being undertaken at the hall; and inadequate parking which
was causing traffic congestion.
The petition is being circulated online through change.org and will be delivered to the Fraser Coast Regional Council at
a later date.
A resident who lives on the same street and who asked to stay anonymous said they held no concerns at all over the hall's
location.
They said those who used the prayer hall were only ever kind, respectful and generous to the surrounding residents.
They do not agree with the petition and say it is not needed.
The Fraser Coast council was contacted for comment but was unable to respond before we went to print.
Ms Morrison said the petition was not motivated by racism.
"The residents are quite distraught," she said.
"We're standing up for the people."
The petition was started less than a week ago and had reached hundreds of signatures in that time, she said.
"It's just the social impact it's had on communities.
"There's no public consultation."
Efforts were made to contact representatives from Hervey Bay's Muslim community, but the Chronicle had not received
a response at the time of going to print yesterday.

Page | 144

Herald Sun (Australia)
July 27, 2017

Dawkins learns free speech is far from secure
RITA PANAHI

RENOWNED atheist, author, scholar, evolutionary biologist and ethnologist Richard Dawkins has come to learn that
some religions are more equal than others. You can condemn Christianity in the strongest terms possible, criticise Judaism
to your heart's content, mock just about every organised religion imaginable but do not dare say an unkind word about
Islam unless you want to be labelled a racist or bigot guilty of propagating "Islamophobic rhetoric".
The same godless Lefties who lauded Dawkins for attacking Christianity are now denigrating him for the crime of being
principled and consistent, qualities unfamiliar to the typical social justice activists.
Last weekend Dawkins suffered the ignominy of being disinvited from a speaking engagement in Berkeley, California
after radio station KPFA declared his disparagement of Islam amounted to hate speech. Diversity of thought is no longer
valued by those on the totalitarian Left, who cannot stomach facts and critical thinking at odds with their warped
worldview. It seems progressives cannot even stomach a world-renowned scientist challenging their sloppy thinking.
Dawkins was to appear at a fundraiser for the public station where he would discuss his latest book, Science in the Soul:
Selected Writings of a Passionate Rationalist. That was until members of the "Berkeley community" became aware of
Dawkins' comments about Islam and criticism of Muslim scholars.
"We serve a broad and diverse community, including many Muslims living under threat of persecution and violence in
the current political context â€¦ Islamophobic rhetoric stokes that threat." KPFA said. "KPFA does not endorse hurtful
speech. While KPFA emphatically supports serious free speech, we do not support abusive speech." Never mind the
absurdity of claiming to support free speech, but only if you like the tone and content, it's the misrepresentation of
Dawkins' criticism of Islam that is most egregious.
The God Delusion author has become the latest victim of the modern Left's bizarre alliance with Islam. These days any
criticism of Islam, no matter how richly deserved, is accompanied by cries of "Islamophobia" from the Left.
Anyone who dares state an adverse opinion about a religion at the heart of worldwide incidents of terror and
behind the wholesale subjugation of millions of women has to contend with enraged Islamists and their appeasers
from the progressive movement.
The very people who should be backing Dawkins and others such as Muslim reformers Maajid Nawaz and exMuslims like Ayaan Hirsi Ali, who highlight the oppression of women, homosexuals, unbelievers and other
minority groups living under Islamic rule, are the first to attack them. The Left's efforts to silence dissenting voices,
no matter how mainstream and reasonable, is a phenomenon that has taken hold in the Western world.
That is at odds with the values the Old Left once prized: free speech, diversity of opinion and treating everybody the same
regardless of race, colour or creed.
Toxic identity politics is at the heart of the current malaise in which you're measured not by the veracity of your words
and deeds but by your grievance quota; race, sexual preference, religious affiliation, or anything that can be twisted into
a form of victimhood. FREE speech is under attack across the Western world, even in the US where the First Amendment
was once sacrosanct. Terms like "Islamophobia" are being misused to shut down debate and smear those who dare speak
inconvenient truths. The conflation of Islam - a set of beliefs that can be reasonably challenged - with race is deliberately
and intellectually dishonest. To try to portray people as ethnically diverse as Chechens, Indonesians, Nigerians and Arabs
as one race is farcical. In 2006 journalist and author Christopher Hitchens warned about the way "the shady term
Islamophobia" would be used to smear and silence: "The word Islamophobia is in fact beginning to acquire the opprobrium
that was once reserved for racial prejudice," he said. 'This is subtle and very nasty insinuation that needs to be met headon." Sadly, his warnings were not heeded. Hitchens is gone but Dawkins continues to speak, when allowed, with clarity
on religion.Dawkins pointed out the double standards in finding fault with his criticism of Islam when critics have no
issues with his equally harsh words on other religions. "I have never used abusive speech against Islam," he said. "I
understand Muslims themselves are the prime victims of the oppressive cruelties of Islamism, especially Muslim
women. I am known as a frequent critic of Christianity and have never been de-platformed for that. Why do you give
Islam a free pass? Why is it fine to criticise Christianity but not Islam?" RITA PANAHI IS A HERALD SUN
COLUMNIST rita.panahi@news.com.au@ritapanahi
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YOUR NATION
Pig's head, swastika dumped at school Queensland: The head of an Islamic school that had a rotting pig's head
and swastika label thrown into its grounds this week has told perpetrators they should "meet a Muslim". Two
hooded youths were caught on security cameras on Tuesday night throwing a blue Aldi bag containing the
items over the gate of the Islamic College of Brisbane in Karawatha, in the city's south. Principal Ray Barrett
said the incident at the college for primary and secondary students had stirred up anti-Muslim sentiment, with
the school receiving emails saying it deserved the attack and conflating Muslims with terrorists. Police took the
bag for testing and security has been increased at the school. Dr Barrett said it was the third time the school had
been targeted with a pig's head since 2008. "Meet a few Muslims. Talk to them," he said. Islamic Council of
Queensland president Ali Kadri said he was not surprised by the hate crime: "The bigotry (towards) and
demonization of Muslims is fair game nowadays."
Boy, 3, killed by car as he walked with mum NSW: A three-year-old boy has died after he was hit by a car while
walking with his mother to a park in Sydney's northwest yesterday afternoon. The boy was walking hand-in-hand with
his mother in Eastwood when he was hit by a car driven by a 71-year-old woman. The child went into cardiac arrest
and was rushed to The Children's Hospital at Westmead but died later. The car driver was treated for shock in hospital.
The boy's mother was not injured. Crash unit officers are investigating.
Man spat on graves, tore down tombstones NSW: A 23-year-old man who desecrated 68 grave sites in a western
Sydney cemetery in 2015 has escaped a jail sentence but has been ordered to repay the extensive damage. Nassem
Raad appeared in a Burwood local court yesterday charged with entering a premises without a lawful excuse and
property damage exceeding $15,000. Raad broke into the Ukrainian and Greek sections of the Rookwood Cemetery
at about 1am in November 2015, and caused more than $63,000 in damage to graves, tearing down granite crosses
and tombstones and even spitting on grave sites. Magistrate Eve Wynhausen sentenced Raad to an intensive
corrections order over nine months involving home detention and drug testing. He was also ordered to pay more than
$63,400 in damages.
Syringes planted at supermarket deli Victoria: Police are seeking a person who allegedly "maliciously" planted a
syringe that pierced the fingers of two children this week. The syringe was hidden under a rail in the delicatessen
section of a supermarket in Broadmeadows, 16km north of Melbourne, on Monday afternoon.
Woman, 70, charged with drug trafficking South Australia: An elderly woman has been charged with drug trafficking
after a large quantity of cannabis and methamphetamine was found in her home this week. Police received a tip-off to
search the 70-year-old's home in Kingscote, southwest of Adelaide. They found 24g of cannabis, 3g of
methamphetamine, plastic bags and a scale. The woman appears in court next month.
Conwoman posed as foster kid for benefits NSW: A 28-year-old conwoman, who posed as a Sydney teenager to
defraud the NSW government of more than $155,000, was sentenced in Hornsby Local Court yesterday to at least six
months' jail. Samantha Azzopardi pleaded guilty last month to four counts of fraud for pretending to be a 13-year-old
girl in foster care so she could claim government benefits. Posing as schoolgirl "Harper Hart", she received an iPad, a
phone, transport and medical assistance from the NSW Department of Family and Community Services and other
charity organisations.
And you thought it safe to go back in the waterQueensland: A Gold Coast lake was closed this week after a visitor
spotted a deadly stonefish in the water. The visitor filmed the fish at the Evandale Lake in Surfers Paradise. Stonefish
are among the most venomous fish known, with neurotoxin spines that stick up when they are threatened or disturbed,
and can inject a potentially deadly jab. A team of Sea World divers will be sent to move the fish to the Nerang River
this morning.
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Islamophobia on rise at home and abroad
MY MAIN story for this week comes from a report published by Charles Sturt University (CSU), which was headlined
"Australian Muslim women who ventured out on their own were almost three times more likely to face
harassment of an Islamophobic nature".
This was one of the key findings in a first-of-its-kind research report on Islamophobia in Australia, released last week
at the NSW Parliament as a joint study conducted by the Centre for Islamic Studies and Civilisation, CSU and the
Islamophobia Register of Australia.
The report captures and critically analyses 243 verified incidents reported to the Islamophobia Register Australia
between September 2014 and December 2015.
The key points of the report, which are unpleasant reading and something to be ashamed about, also show that there
is a clear relationship between Islamic terrorist attacks and an increase in Islamophobic incidents.
Furthermore, media coverage is found to exacerbate Islamophobic attitudes, and 79.6 per cent of women abused
were wearing head covering, and more than 30 per cent were with children. In cases where the gender of the
victim was known, 67.7 per cent were female. Nearly three-quarters of abusers were male.
Linda Briskman, Margaret Whitlam Chair of Social Work at Western Sydney University and a key contributor to the
study, said the gendered nature of the attacks was disturbing. "Women are often quite vulnerable, they're out there
in public spaces, they're out with their children, and they're not seen as being likely to speak back or attack,"
she said. "It's a finding of great concern, and not only women themselves. When women are targeted it has an impact
on their children." She's not wrong, these are disturbing findings.
"The Report offers a window into the types of religiously motivated Islamophobic incidents taking place out in
suburban Australia and its release is especially timely as there is a continuing debate over the existence and the scale
of Islamophobia in Australia" said Mariam Veiszadeh, Lawyer and President of the Islamophobia Register Australia.
The principle researcher, Dr Derya Iner, a senior lecturer at CSU said, "The report documents and analyses the present
manifestations of Islamophobia in Australia both at an institutional and individual level and provides authentic and
vigorous data by quoting from the victims, their proxies and witnesses".
Women, especially those with Islamic head covering (79.6 per cent of the female victims), have been the main targets
of Islamophobia and more than half of the female victims had their children with them at the time of the reported
incident.
On the same day as I read of this Australian research I read a key report that Israeli universities discriminate against
their Palestinian students (Half of Arabs in University suffer racism, Haaretz, Jerusalem, July 5, 2017). The report
stated half of all Arab university students reported experiencing racism and discrimination in the academic setting,
and some 40 per cent say racist comments come from the faculty.
Palestinians account for 20 per cent of Israel's population, that they also suffer discrimination in many other walks of
life, and that the Israelis incorrectly insist on referring to them as Arabs rather than as Palestinians, no doubt in large
part so as to avoid acknowledging their rights as a conquered people.
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Fear burns another woman; The public eye - Racism, sexism and
Islamophobia make a potent brew. - Talking point
Julia Baird
Twenty years ago, Les Murray wrote a poem about women getting roasted, one by one, on the greasy spit of Australian
public life. It began:
"In Australia, a lone woman
is being crucified by the Press
at any given moment."
Not much has changed - though thanks to social media, the abuse is broader, more intense and intrusive, more
sustained.
Not so much a firing squad with timed attacks as constant assault by drone and sniper, air, land and sea.
Years ago, it was Lindy Chamberlain, grieving mother who would not cry on cue.
In 2017, it is Yassmin Abdel-Magied, a 26-year-old mechanical engineer who argued her Muslim faith could be
feminist, and wrote a Facebook post on Anzac Day about remembering other people fleeing from, and suffering as a
result of, wars today. Some of this is provocative. Not ill-intentioned but ill-timed. But hardly incendiary. You'll hear
similar ideas about how to remember war debated among students and veterans alike.
The reaction has been lacking in all proportion and reason. In the past few weeks, a crowd bearing torches have
gathered in the town square and jabbed fists in the air: Deport her! Sack her! Run her over! Shut her down! Seize her
passport! Shut the gates! Pull up the drawbridge! Front-page stories, editorials, polls, a clogging of social media
arteries.
What is going on? Why the hysteria?
Les Murray told me on Friday that the poem still stands. "It is not about whether I like people," he said, "but about the
fact that women get slaughtered in Australia. I don't like to see people being bullied, I know a bit about the dynamics
of bullying, and women cop it."
Abdel-Magied's savaging has been so grotesque in its meanness, ugly in its intolerance and alarming in its violence,
that it's obvious something else is going on too - something has been legitimised and unleashed. And it seems to be
hostility to Islam, as well as women.
Just two years ago, she was made Queensland's Young Australian of the Year for her work founding Youth Without
Borders, an organisation that helps young people work for positive change in their communities. In her own words, "I
do not hold an elected office, I do not officially represent any racial or cultural group, and I have never been part of a
political party, union or even political student organisation ... if a few words that I put together are enough to terrify
institutions into attacking me ... then one has to ask, what are they so afraid of?"
What, indeed?
Racism, sexism and Islamophobia make a potent brew. Almost 90,000 words, by her reckoning, have been written
about Abdel-Magied in three months. She gets daily death threats, has had to change her phone number and move
house.
Then, when she said she was moving to London, trolls sent songs: "You are a c---." Others taunted her "funny hat"
and asked why it took so long: adding "good bloody riddance"; now "London will be an Islamic s---hole", "don't f--ing come back".
It's important to note that the hate this young author has experienced is not just infantile, graceless "trolling". It has
also been fuelled by powerful politicians and commentators. LNP backbencher George Christensen said she should
consider "self-deportation". Liberal Senator Eric Abetz said she should move to an "Arab dictatorship" and asked
Foreign Minister Julie Bishop to sack her from the board of the Council on Australian-Arab Relations.
Then, in a new low, this week, commentator Prue MacSween said she would run her over if she had the chance.
"She says she's been betrayed by Australia and didn't feel safe in her own country. Well, actually she might
have been right there, because if I had seen her I'd be tempted to run her over, mate. She says she's Australia's
most-hated Muslim. She shouldn't flatter herself - what about all those Muslim terrorists parked in our jails?
We don't give this flea a second thought any more since she's slinked away from this country in disgrace."
Charming.
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And foolish - Abel-Magied's most vehement critics are those who say they oppose extreme Islam. Most experts will
tell you their best shot of doing this is through empowering progressive Muslims. But when one sticks their head
above the parapet, they are shot down. So how many will want to enter the fray now? After all, Abdel-Magied is also
attacked by conservative Muslims for who she is, how she looks and how she thinks.
Remember when we ostensibly invaded Afghanistan so Muslim women could be more free? We seem more
comfortable with Muslim women being victims than being actors - even worse, assertive actors using their freedom
to freely disagree.
This week, a multi-university report found Muslim women were the victims of two thirds of all Islamophobic
attacks in Australia. Globally, when antipathy to and anxiety about Islam flares, it is the women who get burnt.
On Wednesday, Abdel-Magied tweeted: "Striving to always respond from a place of forgiveness and grace, inshallah."
Shame the rest of us don't do the same.
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LEFT LOOKS AWAY FROM ISLAMIST THREAT
PETER BALDWIN

Q&A's audience can laugh, but our fridges aren't out to reshape society
On a recent episode of the ABC's Q&A American physicist Lawrence Krauss delighted the audience by claiming that
in the US falling fridges posed a greater safety risk than terrorist attacks.
Variations on this theme recur in statements by those determined to minimise the threat posed by terrorists inspired
by Islamic doctrine. What about bathroom drownings? Electrocutions while changing light bulbs? In Australia we
could throw in fun-nel-web spiders and brown snakes. All the better to get people to focus on the real menace: an
outbreak of Islamophobia in response to the attacks among the unenlightened masses.
This is pernicious nonsense. It is patently absurd to make statistical comparisons between deaths by accident,
misadventure and disease with those resulting from deliberately orchestrated violence by groups determined to reshape
our society.
Morally, there is no comparison between the inevitable accidents of life and planned slaughter. The terrorists
responsible for the Manchester atrocity real-ly intended to kill and maim large numbers of teenage girls. People are
profoundly unnerved, and rightly so, to think that we have people in our midst capable of forming this kind of evil
intention and of carrying it out.
And, crucially, we are not just talking about individuals, the proverbial "lone wolves". In case after case it turns out
that the attacks are committed by organised cells, sometimes involving scores of people. In the case of the 2015 Paris
attacks, for example, 23 arrests were made in addition to the eight who carried out the attacks.
Often the direct perpetrators are just the tip of the iceberg, with others providing weapons, safe houses and
other support. This is a stark contrast with the rare cases of lethal anti-Islamic violence, which are almost
invariably the work of lone individuals.
It is true, of course, that only a tiny minority of Muslims directly participates in these attacks, and most do not support
them. But it takes only a handful of violent -jihadists to cast a pall of fear over a society. I wonder if Krauss can point
to any instances of feral -fridges causing cities to go into lockdown, as happened in Boston, Paris and Brussels.
It is also sadly true that substantial minorities in some Muslim communities do identify with the perpetrators. After
the Charlie Hebdo attacks, polls in France and Britain revealed that about one-quarter of Muslims expressed
some level of sympathy for the terrorists, with support strongest among the young.
According to a poll of British Muslims commissioned by Channel 4, two-thirds of those asked would not report
a terrorist plot involving someone close to them to the police, a result that the former chairman of Britain's
Equality and Human Rights Commis-sion, Trevor Phillips, described as "astonishing" and "troubling".
Mao Zedong famously stated that in a guerilla war the fighters must move among the people "as a fish swims in the
sea". Suburbs such as Molenbeek in Brussels, where the Paris and Brussels terror attacks were incubated, provide just
this kind of environment.
We need to also bear in mind the "sky's the limit" mentality of -jihadist attackers, in which catastrophically successful
attacks such as the 9/11 World Trade Centre atrocity are the gold standard. Such attacks need a high level of
organisation, technical competence and substantial financial backing. Those responsible would think nothing of
inflict-ing hundreds of thousands or even millions of casualties, given the opportunity.
This forces Western governments to take extreme measures to ensure security, including legislative and surveillance
measures that would not be contemplated in more benign circumstances.
In France, heavily armed troops patrol beaches in Nice; Jewish schools and synagogues resemble armed camps. In
Britain troops were ordered on to streets after the Manchester bombing. In Melbourne ugly concrete bollards have
been placed in 10 CBD locations to protect pedestrians from terror attacks. Our societies are being transformed by all
this - and very much for the worse.
The most sinister aspect is the effective curbing of free speech. Starting with the fatwa against Salman Rushdie
issued by Ayatollah Khomeini in 1989, any high-profile critic of Islam has had to face the prospect of death
threats.
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Many have felt the impact of this, from cartoonists (including this newspaper's Bill Leak) to historians of Islam who
challenge orthodox accounts, such as British author Tom Holland, who was subjected to what he called a "tsunami of
death threats" against his family after the airing of a Channel 4 documentary about his ideas.
At greatest risk are defectors from Islam, apostates such as Ayaan Hirsi Ali, who must take extraordinary security
measures. Even today most Islamic scholars agree apostasy is a capital crime, a daunting prospect for any
Muslim inclined to exercise the freedom of religion that we had assumed was an integral feature of our society,
let alone to express it publicly.
Hirsi Ali can afford 24-hour security. But what about those who cannot, such as Molly Norris, of whom many readers
may be unaware? She is a young cartoonist of liberal-progressive politics who was based in Seattle.
In 2010 she responded to the censorship of an episode of the television show South Park that depicted Mohammed by
calling for an "Everybody Draw Mohammed Day". According to a friend, "she didn't mean to skewer or offend - she
just thought people should lighten up". This resulted in Norris being placed on a hit list by Yemeni-American cleric
Anwar al-Awlaki.
After being advised by the FBI that the threat was "very serious", Norris effectively disappeared. Seattle Weekly
published this: "You may have noticed that Molly Norris' comic is not in the paper this week. That's because there is
no more Molly. The gifted artist is alive and well, thankfully. But on the insistence of top security specialists at the
FBI, she is, as they put it, 'going ghost': moving, changing her name, and essentially wiping away her identity." She
is still in hiding - in the land of the first amendment. On YouTube you can watch a speech to the American Humanist
Association by Sarah Haider, an extraordinarily articulate and courageous young woman from a Pakistani Muslim
background, and a founder of the group Ex-Muslims of North America. Needless to say, her group is forced to operate
like a secret society, venues and identities carefully concealed. But the most remarkable aspect of her speech was her
description of reactions from her erstwhile colleagues of the progressive left.
As Haider said: "I always expected feeling unwelcome from Muslim audiences, but I didn't anticipate an equal amount
of hostility from my allies on the left â€¦ almost all of whom questioned my motives rather than addressing my
claims.".
She lists the epithets directed at people like her: "House Muslim", "Uncle Tom" and the particularly sinister "native
informant". Who would have thought it? Self-styled "progressives" in a de facto alliance with Islamist fanatics to
marginalise and suppress religious dissenters?
This is the intellectual and moral abyss that the postmodern left has fallen into with its embrace of identity
politics.Peter Baldwin was a minister in the Hawke and Keating governments.
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Australia: a land of free speech, for some
Emma Elsworthy

This week, the hateful vitriol for commentator Yassmin Abiel-Magied continued to bubble over with fellow
commentator Prue MacSween proudly declaring on 2GB radio that she was "tempted to run her over".
The comments were made as MacSween discussed Abiel-Magied's decision to move to London, after the 26-year-old
penned a reflective essay where she described reassuring her parents her life wasn't at risk without any solid conviction
of the fact.
Conservative voices have mocked the view that the onslaught of unrelenting abuse aimed at Abiel-Magied from social media-frenzied citizens up to federal MPs - was motivated by her Islamic faith and cultural
background. Their argument has remained that she crossed an unforgivable line by expressing her opinion that all
conflict is worth our remembrance and compassion in a seven-word social media post she quickly redacted and
apologised for.
Pondering MacSween's comment, I recall how the very method she said was used in recent Islamic extremism-related
incidents, including in Nice where a truck mowed into celebrating crowds, and in London, where a white van driven
over London Bridge ploughed through pedestrians.
Three long months on from Anzac Day, to separate the ongoing public reaction to Abiel-Magied's comment
from Islamophobia is really impossible. Abiel-Magied is a young Muslim woman who chooses to wear a
traditional headscarf. Of the almost 250 incidents of Islamic abuse recorded in a recent 12-month report, 70
per cent of victims were women. The chips are stacked against her before she even opens her mouth.
There is also no shortage of irony in that the conservative voices who so viciously attack Abiel-Magied so loudly
defend their own right to espouse views under 'free speech' and lament political correctness muzzling public discourse.
It is clear being white affords you the space to assert your opinion, even if it's bigoted or murderous, that being of a
non-white cultural background doesn't.
A recent example is commentator Rowan Dean saying that Race Discrimination Commissioner Tim
Soutphommasane, who has Chinese and Laos heritage, should follow Abdel-Magied's lead and leave the country.
Dean's comment was in response to Soutphommasaneâ€‹ calling for more cultural diversity in Australian media and
politics.
It seems Australia is the land of free speech, but only for some. Entry into public discourse is largely dependent on an
Anglo-Saxon heritage and, once in, you're also afforded the right to banish, or joke about the murder of, other cultural
voices exercising their right to free speech - or literally doing their job, in the case of Soutphommasane. This is
symptomatic of an entrenched racism that is actively discouraging diverse voices, creating a generally vanilla
mainstream discourse that, for the most part, doesn't reflect the worthy thoughts and ideas of a rich variety of citizens
who wish to make Australia more prosperous for all.
MacSween's and Dean's public comments were made with the confidence that their skin colour affords them. They
were said with the conviction that the public wouldn't threaten their lives, call for their sacking, systematically bully
them or declare they should leave the country.
One can only imagine the reaction if Waleed Aly had said he considered running over a public figure for asserting
their opinion. Funny though - why do I feel more afraid of how white Australia is destroying my society than any
other colour or creed?
Emma Elsworthy is a Fairfax journalist.
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Left looks away from Islamist threat
PETER BALDWIN
On a recent episode of the ABC’s Q&A American physicist Lawrence Krauss delighted the audience by claiming that
in the US falling fridges posed a greater safety risk than terrorist attacks.
Variations on this theme recur in statements by those determined to minimise the threat posed by terrorists inspired
by Islamic doctrine. What about bathroom drownings? Electrocutions while changing light bulbs? In Australia we
could throw in funnel-web spiders and brown snakes. All the better to get people to focus on the real menace: an
outbreak of Islamophobia in response to the attacks among the unenlightened masses.
This is pernicious nonsense. It is patently absurd to make statistical comparisons between deaths by accident,
misadventure and disease with those resulting from deliberately orchestrated violence by groups determined to reshape
our society.
Morally, there is no comparison between the inevitable accidents of life and planned slaughter. The terrorists
responsible for the Manchester atrocity really intended to kill and maim large numbers of teenage girls. People are
profoundly unnerved, and rightly so, to think that we have people in our midst capable of forming this kind of evil
intention and of carrying it out.
And, crucially, we are not just talking about individuals, the proverbial “lone wolves”. In case after case it turns out
that the attacks are committed by organised cells, sometimes involving scores of people. In the case of the 2015 Paris
attacks, for example, 23 arrests were made in addition to the eight who carried out the attacks.
Often the direct perpetrators are just the tip of the iceberg, with others providing weapons, safe houses and
other support. This is a stark contrast with the rare cases of lethal anti-Islamic violence, which are almost
invariably the work of lone individuals.
It is true, of course, that only a tiny minority of Muslims directly participates in these attacks, and most do not support
them. But it takes only a handful of violent jihadists to cast a pall of fear over a society. I wonder if Krauss can point
to any instances of feral fridges causing cities to go into lockdown, as happened in Boston, Paris and Brussels.
It is also sadly true that substantial minorities in some Muslim communities do identify with the perpetrators.
After the Charlie Hebdo attacks, polls in France and Britain revealed that about one-quarter of Muslims
expressed some level of sympathy for the terrorists, with support strongest among the young.
According to a poll of British Muslims commissioned by Channel 4, two-thirds of those asked would not report a
terrorist plot involving someone close to them to the police, a result that the former chairman of Britain’s
Equality and Human Rights Commission, Trevor Phillips, described as “astonishing” and “troubling”.
Mao Zedong famously stated that in a guerilla war the fighters must move among the people “as a fish swims
in the sea”. Suburbs such as Molenbeek in Brussels, where the Paris and Brussels terror attacks were incubated,
provide just this kind of environment.
We need to also bear in mind the “sky’s the limit” mentality of jihadist attackers, in which catastrophically successful
attacks such as the 9/11 World Trade Centre atrocity are the gold standard. Such attacks need a high level of
organisation, technical competence and substantial financial backing. Those responsible would think nothing of
inflicting hundreds of thousands or even millions of casualties, given the opportunity.
This forces Western governments to take extreme measures to ensure security, including legislative and surveillance
measures that would not be contemplated in more benign circumstances.
In France, heavily armed troops patrol beaches in Nice; Jewish schools and synagogues resemble armed camps. In
Britain troops were ordered on to streets after the Manchester bombing. In Melbourne ugly concrete bollards have
been placed in 10 CBD locations to protect pedestrians from terror attacks. Our societies are being transformed by
all this — and very much for the worse.
The most sinister aspect is the effective curbing of free speech. Starting with the fatwa against Salman Rushdie
issued by Ayatollah Khomeini in 1989, any high-profile critic of Islam has had to face the prospect of death threats.
Many have felt the impact of this, from cartoonists (including this newspaper’s Bill Leak) to historians of Islam who
challenge orthodox accounts, such as British author Tom Holland, who was subjected to what he called a “tsunami of
death threats” against his family after the airing of a Channel 4 documentary about his ideas.
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At greatest risk are defectors from Islam, apostates such as Ayaan Hirsi Ali, who must take extraordinary
security measures. Even today most Islamic scholars agree apostasy is a capital crime, a daunting prospect for
any Muslim inclined to exercise the freedom of religion that we had assumed was an integral feature of our society,
let alone to express it publicly.
Hirsi Ali can afford 24-hour security. But what about those who cannot, such as Molly Norris, of whom many readers
may be unaware? She is a young cartoonist of liberal-progressive politics who was based in Seattle.
In 2010 she responded to the censorship of an episode of the television show South Park that depicted Mohammed by
calling for an “Everybody Draw Mohammed Day”. According to a friend, “she didn’t mean to skewer or offend —
she just thought people should lighten up”. This resulted in Norris being placed on a hit list by Yemeni-American
cleric Anwar al-Awlaki.
After being advised by the FBI that the threat was “very serious”, Norris effectively disappeared. Seattle
Weekly published this: “You may have noticed that Molly Norris’ comic is not in the paper this week. That’s because
there is no more Molly. The gifted artist is alive and well, thankfully. But on the insistence of top security specialists
at the FBI, she is, as they put it, ‘going ghost’: moving, changing her name, and essentially wiping away her identity.”
She is still in hiding — in the land of the first amendment.
On YouTube you can watch a speech to the American Humanist Association by Sarah Haider, an extraordinarily
articulate and courageous young woman from a Pakistani Muslim background, and a founder of the group Ex-Muslims
of North America. Needless to say, her group is forced to operate like a secret society, venues and identities carefully
concealed. But the most remarkable aspect of her speech was her description of reactions from her erstwhile colleagues
of the progressive left.
As Haider said: “I always expected feeling unwelcome from Muslim audiences, but I didn’t anticipate an equal amount
of hostility from my allies on the left … almost all of whom questioned my motives rather than addressing my claims.”.
She lists the epithets directed at people like her: “House Muslim”, “Uncle Tom” and the particularly sinister “native
informant”. Who would have thought it? Self-styled “progressives” in a de facto alliance with Islamist fanatics to
marginalise and suppress religious dissenters?
This is the intellectual and moral abyss that the postmodern left has fallen into with its embrace of identity politics.
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The UN doesn’t like this free, liberal world
JENNIFER ORIEL

The United Nations has become a threat to the liberal international order. It weakens the constitution of liberal
democratic states by attacking the political and cultural conditions required for their survival. It attacks the security of
free-world countries and the common values that underpin free societies. In recent years, UN leadership has become
more hostile to free citizens and politicians who dissent from illiberal supranational rule.
The UN often acts against the free world by targeting politicians who defend the liberty, security and safety of free
citizens. In particular, UN chiefs target pro-Western politicians who defend the free world by upholding democratic
rule over supranational rule and adopt secure border policy to keep free societies free. During the US presidential
campaign, UN human rights chief Zeid Ra’ad al-Hussein said he didn’t intend to interfere with political campaigns
but declared Donald Trump “dangerous from an international point of view”.
UN members attack the free world by smearing pro-Western politicians with propaganda terms such as xenophobia,
Islamophobia, racism and populism. Its leadership has framed democratic citizens’ defence of free-world countries as
“xenophobia”. They call democratically elected politicians who represent their people and protect them from harm
“populist”. They claim secure border policy is a form of nationalism and by extension (in UN thought), an abuse of
human rights. And they depict the UN as a bastion of benevolent internationalism, despite its track record.
In the past week, we witnessed the UN act as a seemingly illiberal and dishonest organisation. The High Commissioner
for Refugees, Filippo Grandi, accused the Australian government of misleading the UN. He claimed the UNHCR
agreed to help facilitate the Australia-US refugee transfer “on the clear understanding that vulnerable refugees with
close family ties in Australia would ultimately be allowed to settle there”. To Australian ears, the supposed deal
sounded improbable. It would undermine the hard-won border policy developed by the Abbott government. Operation
Sovereign Borders broke the business model of people smugglers by refusing to reward them with entry to Australia.
The gravity of the UN refugee commissioner’s claims against the Australian government prompted media to request
supporting evidence. On the ABC, Leigh Sales asked the UNHCR’s assistant commissioner for protection, Volker
Turk, who had given the “clear understanding” to the commission. After several attempts to clarify what agreement
had been made, it appeared that the UN was misleading Australia, not the reverse. We are still waiting for the UNHCR
to provide valid evidence or apologise for misleading the international community about Australia’s secure border
policy. But apparently, being the UN means never having to say you’re sorry.
Since the election of Australia’s conservative government, the UN has attacked our secure border policy, counterterrorism measures and attempts to reduce unprecedented national debt by curbing expenditure on discretionary
foreign aid programs. In 2015, UN migrant rights rapporteur Francois Crepeau claimed falsely that he was denied
proper access to offshore immigration processing centres. At the time, I questioned Crepeau’s objectivity given that
he was a council member of the Global Detention Project, an activist group highly critical of such centres.
UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres also has a history of left activism. He was president of the Socialist
International at its 22nd congress, which resolved that “the goal of the SI must be to parliamentarise the global political
system” by the establishment of a “UN Parliamentary Assembly”. Later, as UNHCR chief, Guterres criticised
“manifestations of xenophobia … Islamophobia, racism” and “xenophobic parties” in Europe. While he praised
Australia’s generosity in hosting and integrating refugees, Guterres made the rather extraordinary claim that our issue
with boat arrivals was “a kind of collective sociological and psychological question”. No, it was a kind of 1200-deathsat-sea atrocity.
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The reason Australia’s conservative government introduced Operation Sovereign Borders was to break the people
smugglers’ business model. The smuggling industry thrived under Labor’s porous border policy, which resulted in
50,000 unlawful arrivals and 1200 deaths at sea. Some porous border activists use asylum-seekers dying at sea to push
for even more open borders. For conservatives, however, lives and procedural fairness matter more. As Malcolm
Turnbull acknowledged in London, managing the 50,000 unlawful arrivals under Labor cost Australians more than
$10 billion. And it meant more than 14,500 refugees waiting in UN camps were denied a place under Australia’s
offshore humanitarian program.
The UN rails against conservative party politicians who defend secure border policy so that Western democracy and
open society and can flourish. Human rights chief Hussein described right-wing Western politicians as “demagogues”
and compared their “tactics” with those of genocidal Islamic State.
However, the UN adopts a comparatively accommodationist approach to closed and illiberal societies under Islamist
and communist rule. Last year, the UN General Assembly honoured communist dictator Fidel Castro with a minute
of silence. On that day, as on so many others, it entertained attacks on Israel’s sovereignty by Islamists. And
the UN is yet to explain how its benevolent internationalism includes the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation’s
redefinition of human rights to disallow freedoms “contrary to the principles of the sharia”.
As high commissioner for refugees, Guterres said Islamic law and tradition “provide(d) an invaluable
foundation for the legal framework” used by his office.
The UN’s capitulation to an increasingly illiberal international order manifests in a frontal assault on the core values
that form the foundations of the free world. The liberal democratic state is sustained by a society of citizens who are
taught to uphold and defend such values. They include the separation of powers between religious authority and state
authority embodied in the secular state; public reason tempered by the mastery of free thought, speech and objective
scholarly inquiry; formal equality; the protection of free citizens from harm by means of secure borders; and the
defence of free societies from the tyranny of illiberalism.
It is popular to blame Trump or conservatives for declining confidence in the liberal international order and multilateral
institutions. But the decline predates Trump’s presidency by years. Liberal internationalists need to acknowledge
there’s something rotten in the state of the UN.
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U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place in Society, but Continue to
Believe in the American Dream
Findings from Pew Research Center’s 2017 survey of U.S. Muslims
JULY 26, 2017

(Photo by Spencer Platt/Getty Images)
The early days of Donald Trump’s presidency have been an anxious time for many Muslim Americans, according to
a new Pew Research Center survey. Overall, Muslims in the United States perceive a lot of discrimination against
their religious group, are leery of Trump and think their fellow Americans do not see Islam as part of mainstream U.S.
society.

At the same time, however, Muslim Americans express a persistent streak of optimism and positive feelings.
Overwhelmingly, they say they are proud to be Americans, believe that hard work generally brings success in this
country and are satisfied with the way things are going in their own lives – even if they are not satisfied with the
direction of the country as a whole.
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Indeed, nearly two-thirds of Muslim Americans say they are dissatisfied with the way things are going in the U.S.
today. And about three-quarters say Donald Trump is unfriendly toward Muslims in America. On both of these counts,
Muslim opinion has undergone a stark reversal since 2011, when Barack Obama was president, at which point most
Muslims thought the country was headed in the right direction and viewed the president as friendly toward them.
In addition, half of Muslim Americans say it has become harder to be Muslim in the U.S. in recent years. And 48%
say they have experienced at least one incident of discrimination in the past 12 months.
But alongside these reports of discrimination, a similar – and growing – share (49%) of Muslim Americans say
someone has expressed support for them because of their religion in the past year. And 55% think Americans in
general are friendly toward U.S. Muslims, compared with just 14% who say they are unfriendly.
Despite the concerns and perceived challenges they face, 89% of Muslims say they are bothproud to be American and
proud to be Muslim. Fully eight-in-ten say they are satisfied with the way things are going in their lives. And a large
majority of U.S. Muslims continue to profess faith in the American dream, with 70% saying that most people who
want to get ahead can make it in America if they are willing to work hard.
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These are among the key findings of Pew Research Center’s new survey of U.S. Muslims, conducted Jan. 23 to May
2, 2017, on landlines and cellphones, among a representative sample of 1,001 Muslim adults living in the United
States. This is the third time Pew Research Center has conducted a comprehensive survey of U.S. Muslims. The
Center’s initial survey of Muslim Americans was conducted in 2007; the second survey took place in 2011.
The new survey asked U.S. Muslims about a wide variety of topics, including religious beliefs and practices, social
values, views on extremism and political preferences. While the survey finds that a majority disapprove of the way
Trump is handling his job, this is not the first time the community has looked askance at a Republican in the White
House. Indeed, Muslim Americans are no more disapproving of Trump today than they were of George W. Bush’s
performance in office during his second term a decade ago.
And while Muslims say they face a variety of challenges and obstacles in the U.S., this too is nothing new. The share
of U.S. Muslims who say it is getting harder to be a Muslim in America has hovered around 50% over the past 10
years. Over the same period, half or more of Muslims have consistently said that U.S. media coverage of Muslims is
unfair.
The Muslim population in the U.S. is growing and highly diverse, made up largely of immigrants and the children of
immigrants from all across the world. Indeed, respondents in the survey hail from at least 75 nations – although the
vast majority are now U.S. citizens. As a group, Muslims are younger and more racially diverse than the general
population.
Muslims also are quite varied in their religious allegiances and observances. Slightly more than half of U.S. Muslims
are Sunnis (55%), but significant minorities identify as Shiite (16%) or as “just Muslim” (14%). Most Muslims say
religion is very important in their lives (65%), and about four-in-ten (42%) say they pray five times a day. But many
others say religion is less important to them and that they are not so consistent in performing salah, the ritual prayers
that constitute one of the Five Pillars of Islam and traditionally are performed five times each day.
The survey also shows that Muslims largely share the general public’s concerns about religious extremism. Indeed, if
anything, Muslims may be more concerned than non-Muslims about extremism in the name of Islam. Yet most
Muslims say there is little support for extremism within the U.S. Muslim community, and few say they think violence
against civilians can be justified in pursuit of religious, political or social causes.
Muslims concerned about extremism, both globally and in U.S.
Overall, eight-in-ten Muslims (82%) say they are either very concerned (66%) or somewhat concerned (16%) about
extremism in the name of Islam around the world. This is similar to the percentage of the U.S. general public that
shares these concerns (83%), although Muslims are more likely than U.S. adults overall to say they are very concerned
about extremism in the name of Islam around the world (66% vs. 49%).
About seven-in-ten Muslims – and a similar share of Americans overall – are concerned about extremism in the name
of Islam in the U.S., including roughly half of U.S. Muslims (49%) who say they are very concerned about domestic
extremism.
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Among both Muslims and the larger U.S. public, concern about extremism around the world is higher now than it was
in 2011 (see Chapter 5 for details on trends over time).

While concern about extremism has risen, there is little change in perceptions of how much support for extremism
exists among Muslims in the United States. Nearly three-quarters of U.S. Muslims (73%) say there is little or no
support for extremism among American Muslims, while about one-in-six say there is either a “fair amount” (11%) or
a “great deal” (6%) of support for extremism within the U.S. Muslim community.
The overall American public is more divided on this question. While 54% of U.S. adults say there is little or no support
for extremism among Muslim Americans, roughly a third (35%) say there is at least a “fair amount” of backing for
extremism among U.S. Muslims, including 11% who think there is a “great deal.” (For more information about how
the U.S. public views Muslims and Islam, see Chapter 7.)
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When is killing civilians seen as justifiable?
To better understand what some people had in mind when answering this question about targeting and killing civilians
for political, social or religious reasons, Pew Research Center staff called back a small number of respondents and
conducted non-scientific follow-up interviews. Many respondents – both Muslims and non-Muslims – who said
violence against civilians can sometimes or often be justified said they had in mind situations other than terrorism,
such as military action or self-defense. For more details on this question, see Chapter 5.
When asked whether targeting and killing civilians can be justified to further a political, social or religious cause, 84%
of U.S. Muslims say such tactics can rarely (8%) or never (76%) be justified, while 12% say such violence can
sometimes (7%) or often (5%) be justified.
This question was designed to be asked of the general public as well. Compared with the U.S. public as a whole,
Muslims are more likely to say targeting and killing civilians for political, social or religious reasons
is never justifiable (76% vs. 59%). Roughly equal shares of Muslims (5%) and Americans as a whole (3%) say such
tactics are often justified (the difference between these numbers is not statistically significant).1
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While U.S. Muslims are concerned about extremism and overwhelmingly opposed to the use of violence against
civilians, they also are somewhat mistrustful of law enforcement officials and skeptical of the integrity of government
sting operations. About four-in-ten U.S. Muslims (39%) believe most Muslims who have been arrested in the U.S. on
suspicion of plotting terrorist acts posed a real threat. But three-in-ten (30%) say law enforcement officers have
arrested mostly people who were tricked and did not pose a real threat. And an additional three-in-ten volunteer that
“it depends” or offer another response or no response. Views on this topic among the general public are less divided:
A majority of U.S. adults (62%) say officers in sting operations have mostly arrested people who posed a real threat
to others.
Meanwhile, about a third of Muslim Americans say they are either very worried (15%) or somewhat worried (20%)
that the government monitors their phone calls and emails because of their religion. However, on a different question
– which does not mention religion – Muslims actually are less likely than Americans overall to think the government
is monitoring them: About six-in-ten Muslims (59%) say it is either very likely or somewhat likely that the government
monitors their communications, compared with 70% of the general public.
Roughly half of Muslims say they have experienced recent discrimination

In addition to gauging broad concerns about discrimination, the survey also asked Muslims whether they personally
have experienced a few specific kinds of discrimination within the past year. The share of U.S. Muslims who say they
have faced at least one of these types of discrimination has risen modestly in recent years.
About a third of Muslims, for example, say they have been treated with suspicion over the past 12 months because of
their religion. Nearly one-in-five say they have been called offensive names or singled out by airport security, while
one-in-ten say they have been singled out by other law enforcement officials. And 6% say they have even been
physically threatened or attacked.
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In total, nearly half of Muslims (48%) say they have experienced at least one of these types of discrimination over the
past year, which is up slightly from 2011 (43%) and 2007 (40%). In addition, nearly one-in-five U.S. Muslims (18%)
say they have seen anti-Muslim graffiti in their local community in the last 12 months.

Experiences with discriminatory treatment are especially common among those whose appearance identifies them as
Muslim. Overall, about four-in-ten Muslims (38%) – including half of Muslim women (49%) – say that on a typical
day, there is something distinctive about their appearance, voice or clothing that people might associate with Muslims.
Of those whose appearance is identifiably Muslim, nearly two-thirds (64%) say they have experienced at least one of
the specific types of discrimination asked about in the survey. Among Muslims who say they do not have a
distinctively Muslim appearance, fewer report these types of experiences (39%).
While roughly half of Muslims say they have experienced a specific instance of discrimination over the past year, a
similar share (49%) say someone has expressed support for them because they are Muslim in the past 12 months. The
percentage of U.S. Muslims who report this type of experience is up significantly since 2011 (37%) and 2007 (32%).

In their own words: What Muslims said about discrimination and support
Pew Research Center staff called back some of the Muslim American respondents in this survey to get additional
thoughts on some of the topics covered. Here is a sampling of what they said about their experiences with
discrimination and the expressions of support they have received:
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“I have definitely experienced both [discrimination and support]. I’ve had people make comments and of course they’ll
give me weird looks and things like that. But I’ve definitely heard people [make] rude comments straight to my face.
I’ve also had people say really nice things about my hijab, or say it’s beautiful or say they think my religion is
beautiful.” –
Muslim
woman
under
30
“There was a time where I used to wear a veil that covered my face, the niqab, and I take public transportation, and
when I was on a bus someone claimed I was a terrorist. I did not know what to do because no one ever called me that.
The person was sitting near me, and I remember getting off the bus. No one came to my defense and I did not expect
anyone to come to my defense. If you cover your face, people assume you are dangerous. I don’t wear the niqab
anymore. … I heard a woman took a bus and she wore niqab and got attacked. People were worried for my safety,
and I did not want to take a chance. I wear the hijab [covering the hair, but not face] now. This happened a year ago
and after that I stopped wearing a niqab. Now, I get questions a lot, but people are not afraid. [When wearing the
niqab], people assumed I was not born here and don’t speak English. Even wearing hijab I get that. But with hijab,
there
is
curiosity
but
not
discrimination.” –
Muslim
woman
under
30
“I have lived in this country for 15 years and have never had a bad experience because of my religion or faith.” –
Muslim
woman
over
60
“I have never experienced discrimination in a direct or targeted way. Things have been very good. But sometimes I
see someone looking at me funny because of my accent and the way I look, and it makes me a little uncomfortable.
But I have a lot of support. Everyone I work with supports me, so I have many people who can help.” – Muslim man
under
30
“I have a lot of friends, and just community members, who are very open – who are glad to have this kind of diversity
in their community, where there aren’t a lot of Muslims at all. I’m probably the only Muslim they know or they’ll ever
know. And they’re glad for that, and they like to give support and be there.” – Muslim man under 30
“Occasionally [my daughter] would say kids make fun of her. Or the kids would ask, ‘Are you bald under hijab?’
‘Why don’t you show your hair?’ … [While attending a parade], a couple from [the South] engaged my daughter, and
my wife was sitting on one bench and my other daughter and I were sitting on another. And she started asking her,
‘Does your dad make you wear this?’ And my daughter was prepared to respond and said, ‘Nope. This is my choice.
He supports me. It’s not required. My mom doesn’t wear it. But I wear it because I choose to wear it.’ I think those
types of experiences are something she goes through, and I think we basically reassure her every time that we get an
opportunity: ‘This is what you’ve chosen to do. Now you have chosen to express yourself, and we stand by you 100%.
This is America and everyone is free to choose to live the way they choose.’” – Muslim father
Muslims leery of Trump

Page | 165

The relationship between Donald
Trump and the U.S. Muslim community has received a lot of media coverage, especially following Trump’s statement
during the campaign that he would seek a “total and complete shutdown of Muslims entering the United States” and
his executive order blocking travel from six Muslim-majority countries. 2
About three-quarters of Muslim Americans (74%) say the nation’s new chief executive is unfriendly toward their
group, while two-thirds (65%) say they disapprove of the way Trump is handling his job as president. U.S. Muslim
opinion on the sitting president has turned dramatically since 2011, when Muslims expressed much more positive
views of Barack Obama.
In 2007, near the end of his second term, George W. Bush received approval ratings from U.S. Muslims that were
about as low as Trump’s today. Respondents in that survey were not asked whether they thought Bush was friendly
toward Muslim Americans.
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In the new survey, respondents were asked whether
Trump makes them feel four emotions – two positive (hope and happiness) and two negative (worry and anger). Fully
two-thirds of Muslim Americans (68%) say the president makes them feel worried, and 45% say he makes them feel
angry. Far fewer say the president makes them feel hopeful (26%) or happy (17%).
Muslim Americans are less likely than the public as a whole to say Trump makes them feel hopeful (26% vs. 40%) or
happy (17% vs. 30%), but about as likely to say Trump makes them feel worried or angry.
Muslims proud to be American, but say they face significant challenges in U.S. society

U.S. Muslims express pride in their religious and national
identities alike. Fully 97% agree with the statement, “I am proud to be Muslim.” Nearly as many (92%) say they agree
with the statement, “I am proud to be an American.” In total, 89% agree with bothstatements, saying they are proud
to be Muslim and proud to be American. Just 6% say they are proud to be Muslim and not proud to be American, and
1% say they are proud to be American and not proud to be Muslim.
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At the same time, many Muslims say they face a variety of significant challenges
in making their way in American society. Fully half say that it has become more difficult to be Muslim in the U.S. in
recent years, and an additional 44% say the difficulty or ease of being Muslim has not changed very much. Just 3%
volunteer that it has become easier to be Muslim in America.
Muslims who say it has become more difficult to be Muslim in the U.S. in recent years were asked to describe, in their
own words, the main reasons for this. The most common responses include statements about Muslim extremists in
other countries, misconceptions and stereotyping about Islam among the U.S. public, and Trump’s attitudes and
policies toward Muslims. (For full details, see here.)
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Most Muslims (60%) also perceive media coverage of
Muslims and Islam as unfair, and a similar share (62%) think the American people as a whole do not see Islam as part
of mainstream American society. These views are largely echoed by U.S. adults overall, many of whom agree that
media coverage of Muslims is unfair and say they personally do not see Islam as part of mainstream society.
But tension is not the only thing that defines the relationship between Muslims and the rest of the U.S. population.
Six-in-ten U.S. Muslims say they have a lot in common with most Americans. And Muslims are much more likely to
say the American people, in general, are friendly toward Muslims in the country (55%) than to view Americans as a
whole as unfriendly (14%). (Three-in-ten say Americans are generally neutral toward Muslims.) Moreover, U.S.
Muslims have become slightly more likely to view the American public as friendly toward them since 2011, when
48% took this position.
Muslim women more concerned than men about their place in society
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The survey finds a consistent gender gap on several
questions about what it is like to be a Muslim in America, showing that Muslim women have a higher level of concern
than Muslim men about the place of Muslims in U.S. society.
For example, more Muslim women than men say that there is a lot of discrimination against Muslims in the U.S.
today, that they have personally experienced discrimination and that it has become more difficult to be Muslim in the
U.S. in recent years.
In addition, more Muslim women than men say Donald Trump makes them angry or worried, and more women than
men say both Trump and the Republican Party are unfriendly toward Muslim Americans.
Muslim women are more likely than Muslim men to say that they are dissatisfied with the way things are going in the
country and that media coverage of Muslims is unfair. Meanwhile, more Muslim men than women say that they have
a lot in common with most Americans and that the American people in general are friendly toward Muslim Americans.
In their own words: What Muslims said about their place in America
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Pew Research Center staff called back some of the Muslim American respondents in this survey to get additional
thoughts on some of the topics covered. Here is a sampling of what they said about what it is like to be a Muslim in
the United States in 2017:
“One of the things I noticed as I was going through this [survey] process … as a result of things [such as] … Muslims
spying on our own population, electronic monitoring, the Muslim lists, I noticed I was actually self-censoring. I was
very nervous about providing the feedback initially. … It’s one of those underlying subliminal things that just happens.
Because you feel like you’re in a constant state of nervousness. … It’s something that is prevalent across the
community.” – Immigrant Muslim man
“I don’t really feel like I have a lot in common with most Americans. It depends on their upbringing, their race,
everything like that. I think that we have a lot of different ideals, and we believe a lot of different things. … So I do
feel a lot different, a sense of not fitting in as much.” – Muslim woman under 30
“What I have in common with most Americans is a dedication to this country. We also have in common our shared
humanity. … We’re all struggling to earn, pay our taxes and raise our kids. More and more, I’m finding it hard to find
common ground with people who don’t understand minority communities. The minorities are becoming the majority,
and I know that’s hard for some people. I feel sympathy for them; empathy as well. But they need to accept this new
reality.” – Muslim woman in her 40s
“There is so much attention drawn to people being Muslim and symbols of Islam, hijab being one of them. We have
to take extra caution scanning our surroundings – know where we are, who is around and what kind of thoughts they
might hold for Islam, about Islam or against Islam. Especially when the Muslim ban was introduced the first time
around, I literally felt like the persecution had started. Because we had read the history of Europe and what happened
to the Jewish people in Germany. These little steps lead to bigger issues later on. So, we really felt like we were
threatened. And, fortunately, the justice system stopped implementation. And later on people stopped talking about it,
and after a while it seemed like things might be getting better.” – Immigrant Muslim man
“I see some immigrants – and not just Muslims, they could be Latinos too – who don’t adapt well to their new country
and don’t want to be part of American society. They stick with others like themselves because they’re afraid and feel
strange here. But that’s not me. I am completely American, and I feel at home here. When I first came here, I went to
high school and that helped me to become more fully American and to adapt to the culture. I feel like I have a lot in
common with the people I meet and know here, and I feel completely comfortable here. When you arrive in America
as an immigrant, you have to let your past go, or else you won’t be able to become a part of your new country.” –
Muslim man under 30
“I’d say it’s been increasingly difficult, really. You almost get that post-9/11 atmosphere in the United States because
of the suppression, really, of minorities and minorities’ thoughts and voices. People like the alt-right or
ultraconservative Trump supporters now have a larger voice that was suppressed just years ago, and now they’re really
allowed to make heard what they think about Muslims and minorities in general. So it’s a lot of tensions have been
rising and fears that we’re going backward.” – Muslim man under 30
Muslim demographics: A diverse and young population
Muslims represent a relatively small but rapidly growing portion of the U.S. religious landscape. Pew Research Center
estimates that there are 3.35 million Muslims of all ages living in the U.S. – up from about 2.75 million in 2011 and
2.35 million in 2007. This means Muslims currently make up roughly 1% of the U.S. population. (For more
information about how many Muslims live in the U.S. and about how Pew Research Center calculates these figures,
see Chapter 1.)
Muslim Americans are largely an immigrant population: Roughly six-in-ten U.S. Muslims ages 18 and over (58%)
were born outside the U.S., with origins spread throughout the world. The most common region of origin for Muslim
immigrants is South Asia, where one-in-five U.S. Muslims were born, including 9% who were born in Pakistan. An
additional 13% of U.S. Muslims were born elsewhere in the Asia-Pacific region (including Iran), 14% in the Middle
East or North Africa, and 5% in sub-Saharan Africa.
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Due in no small part to their wide range of geographic origins, U.S. Muslims are a racially and ethnically diverse
population. No single racial group forms a majority, with about four-in-ten Muslim adults (41%) identifying as white
(including Arabs and people of Middle Eastern ancestry), 28% identifying as Asian (including people of Pakistani or
Indian descent) and one-in-five identifying as black or African American.
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The data also show that Muslim
Americans are a very young group. Most Muslim adults (60%) are under the age of 40. By comparison, just 38% of
the U.S. adult population as a whole is younger than 40.
Three-in-ten Muslims (31%) are college graduates, which is on par with the share of U.S. adults as a whole who have
completed college. But Muslim immigrants are, on average, more highly educated than both U.S.-born Muslims and
the U.S. public as a whole. (For more on the demographics of the U.S. Muslim population, see Chapter 1.)
Muslims say their faith is not only about beliefs and rituals
The diversity of Muslims in the U.S. extends to religious beliefs and practices as well. While nearly all Muslims say
they are proud to be Muslim, they are not of one mind about what is essential to being Muslim, and their levels of
religious practice vary widely.
Most U.S. Muslims (64%) say there is more than one true way to interpret Islam. They also are more likely to say
traditional understandings of Islam need to be reinterpreted in light of modern contexts (52%) than to say traditional
understandings are all that is needed (38%).
Muslims also were asked whether each of eight actions and behaviors is an “essential” part of what being Muslim
means to them, an “important but not essential” part or “not an important” part. Fully 85% of Muslims say believing
in God is essential to what being Muslim means to them, more than say the same about any other item in the survey.
And nearly three-quarters say “loving the Prophet Muhammad” is essential to what being Muslim means to them.
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Yet many U.S. Muslims say that for them, personally, being Muslim is about more than these core religious beliefs.
Roughly seven-in-ten, for instance, say “working for justice and equality in society” is an essential part of their Muslim
identity, and 62% say the same about “working to protect the environment” – which is higher than the share of U.S.
Christians who said protecting the environment is essential to their Christian identity in response to a similar question
(22%).
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In other ways, though, U.S. Muslims look similar to U.S.
Christians – on average, the two groups show roughly equal levels of religious commitment. About two-thirds of U.S.
Muslims (65%), for instance, say religion is very important in their lives, as do 68% of Christians, according to Pew
Research Center’s 2014 Religious Landscape Study. And 43% of Muslim Americans say they attend a mosque on a
weekly basis, on par with the 45% of U.S. Christians who have described themselves as weekly churchgoers in recent
surveys. Another 12% of U.S. Muslims say they go to a mosque monthly, and one-in-five (20%) say they go to a
mosque a few times a year, especially for important Muslim holidays such as Eids.3 (For more information on Eid
and other terms, see the glossary.)
The survey also shows that eight-in-ten Muslim Americans say they fast during the Islamic holy month of Ramadan.
And roughly four-in-ten Muslims (42%) say they pray all five salah daily, with another 17% saying they make some
of the five salah each day. (Salah is a form of ritual prayer or observance performed throughout the day, and praying
salah is one of the Five Pillars of Islam. For more information, see the glossary.)
Social values: Growing acceptance of homosexuality
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American Muslims, like the U.S. public
as a whole, have become much more accepting of homosexuality in recent years. In the first Pew Research Center
survey of Muslims, in 2007, far more Muslims said homosexuality should be discouraged by society (61%) than said
it should be accepted (27%). By 2011, Muslims were roughly evenly split on this question. Today, Muslims who say
homosexuality should be accepted by society clearly outnumber those who say it should be discouraged (52% vs.
33%).
While Muslims remain somewhat more conservative than the general public on views toward homosexuality, they are
more ideologically liberal than U.S. adults overall when it comes to immigration and the size of government. About
eight-in-ten U.S. Muslims believe that immigrants strengthen the country with their hard work and talent (79%), which
is perhaps not surprising, given that most Muslims are themselves immigrants. And two-thirds of Muslim Americans
(67%) say they prefer a larger government that provides more services over a smaller government that provides fewer
services.
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On some other issues, the views of U.S.
Muslims mirror those of the larger public. Like Americans overall, most Muslims rank being a good parent as “one
of the most important things” in their lives, and they tend to rate having a successful career and living a very religious
life as at least somewhat important but not necessarily among the most important things in life.
Political preferences: Muslims are strongly Democratic

Two-thirds of U.S. Muslims either identify as Democrats or
lean toward the Democratic Party; far fewer (13%) identify as Republican or lean toward the GOP. Muslims favored
the Democratic Party over the GOP by comparable margins in both previous Pew Research Center surveys.
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When asked how they voted in last year’s presidential
election, three-quarters of Muslim voters (78%) say they backed Hillary Clinton, 8% say they voted for Trump, and
14% say they voted for another candidate or decline to say how they voted. Clinton’s 70-point margin of victory over
Trump among Muslims falls short of Barack Obama’s margin over John McCain; in the 2011 survey, 92% of U.S.
Muslim voters said they cast ballots for Obama in 2008, compared with just 4% who reported voting for McCain. In
2007, 71% of U.S. Muslims said they voted for John Kerry in 2004, compared with 14% who voted for George W.
Bush.
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Overall, 44% of U.S. Muslims say they
voted in the 2016 election.4 Nearly one-in-five Muslim adults living in the U.S. (18%) are not U.S. citizens, and thus
not eligible to vote. In addition, one-in-four Muslims are citizens but are not registered to vote (25%), and 13% of
Muslims are registered voters who stayed home on Election Day.5
Two-thirds of Muslims (65%) say they do not think there is a natural conflict between the teachings of Islam and
democracy, while three-in-ten say there is an inherent conflict between Islam and democracy.
Those who say there is a conflict were asked to explain, in their own words, why they think Islam and democracy
clash. Some say that Islam and democracy have fundamentally incompatible principles and values (40% of those who
say there is a conflict), others say the apparent conflict is because non-Muslims don’t understand Islam or because
terrorists give Islam a bad name (16%), and still others say democracy is incompatible with all religion (9%). (For
more details on responses to these questions, see Chapter 4.)
http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/findings-from-pew-research-centers-2017-survey-of-us-muslims/
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Women at center of anti-Muslim tirade in N.D. Walmart
parking lot reconcile
Kim Hyatt Forum News Service
Jul 27, 2017

Fargo Police Chief David Todd takes a picture of reconciliation with Amber Hensley, flanked by Somali-American
sisters Sarah and Leyla Hassan Thursday, July 27. On Tuesday, Hensley threatened to kill the women and their friend
while in the 13th Avenue South Walmart parking lot. Todd said he arranged the meeting to show an example of
forgiveness and understanding.
Special to The Forum
FARGO, N.D. — Sarah Hassan plans to celebrate her 22nd birthday in September with a woman who earlier this
week here was a stranger threatening to kill her and all Muslims.
“When something like this happens, hateness increases more,” said the Somali-American. “But it doesn't matter what
comes out of your mouth when you’re angry. We’re all sisters and brothers. It doesn't matter if you’re Christian or
Muslim.”
The outcome of a viral, hate-fueled confrontation that Hassan recorded on her phone Tuesday, July 25, of an enraged
Amber Hensley in a Walmart parking lot is forgiveness in action.
Transforming the story from tirade to tolerance, Hassan and Hensley exchanged tears, regrets, hugs, apologies and
personal stories Thursday.
At the request of Fargo Police Chief David Todd, the women met at the police department.
Hassan went with her younger sister, Leyla. Rowda Soyan, the third Somali-American woman at the center of the
conflict caught on camera, did not attend the meeting.
“We started talking and (Hensley) was like really, really sad, and then she told us she regrets everything she said to
us,” Hassan said.
In return, Hassan said they are dropping any possible charges against Hensley.
But she’s also taking the recent resolution a step further.
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“I’m going to her place of work tomorrow. I’m going to do my best to have her get her job back,” Hassan said. Horab
& Wentz, a Fargo accounting firm, said on Wednesday they would fire Hensley after fielding so many calls about the
matter, saying they didn’t want the viral episode reflecting on their business.
Moreover, Hassan said she and Hensley are planning a joint celebration in September once they discovered that their
birthdays are only three days apart.
“You feel good from inside,” Hassan said. “I know it went viral and everyone was talking about it, so we just want to
be a good example for everybody now.”
Hensley did not reply to multiple interview requests from The Forum.
Video of the anti-Muslim incident posted by Hukun Abdullahi, executive director of the Afro American Development
Association in Moorhead, made headlines across the globe. One version of the video shared by famed writer and
activist Shaun King was shared more than 22,500 times.
Now going viral is a photo that’s come to symbolize the power of forgiveness that Chief Todd posted Thursday on
the police department’s Facebook page. It shows him beside the Hassan sisters, who are embracing Hensley. Two
days before, she was yelling at the sisters, “We’re going to kill all ya … .We’re going to kill every single one of you
(expletive) Muslims.”
“The incident that happened at the Walmart parking lot and then went viral on social media shows we have some
things to work on as a community and as individuals,” Todd wrote in the Facebook post. “Unfortunately, incidents
like what happened this week and the social media commentary following it can cause further division and set us back
from progress we are trying to make as a community.”
When the women met, Hassan said she showed Hensley pictures of her culture — even a photo of what she and her
sister look like without their headscarves on. Then Hensley explained to the sisters that her dad was killed in Iraq,
Hassan said, which is why she had a “bad idea about Muslims.”
But now, it’s a different story.
“We are all a little different and that is okay, in fact it’s good — if we strive to understand each other, accept each
other and respect each other. If we do that, our diversity can make us stronger as a community,” Chief Todd wrote.
The chief also acknowledged in the post that the vast majority of people can trace their heritage to somewhere other
than the United States.
“Not everything is perfect in this resolution. We have some ugliness in our community that needs to be addressed and
worked on. Social media shows us that,” Todd wrote. “However, perhaps we can all take a lesson from what was an
ugly unfortunate interaction and how even despite words being said that cannot be taken back, forgiveness and
understanding can still be achieved.”
http://billingsgazette.com/news/local/women-at-center-of-anti-muslim-tirade-in-n-d/article_b7990c20-ff63-559092cd-78fe92de444d.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_campaign=user-share
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Attacks on American Muslims are un-American. Under Trump, they’re
on the rise.
July 21, 2017

A Muslim woman participates in a 'Trump/Pence Regime Must Go' protest in Atlanta. (Erik S. Lesser/European
Pressphoto Agency)
By Khizr Khan July 21
Khizr Khan is a board member of People For the American Way.
Dozens of events organized under the banner “March Against Sharia” were held across the country last month.
Organizers said that the effort was not anti-Muslim, but there can be no question that the campaign to depict sharia as
a threat to the Constitution, and to pass “anti-sharia” laws at the state level, is about portraying American Muslims as
un-American.
Such views have had deadly consequences.
These anti-sharia marches — organized by a group called ACT for America, which the Southern Poverty Law
Center (SPLC) classifies as an extremist anti-Muslim organization — did not take place in a vacuum. They came
shortly after a horrific incident in Portland, Ore., in which a white nationalist who was screaming anti-Muslim abuse
at two teenage girls brutally stabbed three men who stepped in to defend them. U.S. Army veteran Ricky Best, 53, the
father of four children, and recent college graduate Taliesin Myrddin Namkai Meche, 23, were killed.
Our sorrow over these events is compounded by knowing that they are part of a broader reality in the United States
since President Trump’s election, in which harassment, intimidation and physical violence against Muslims, people
wrongly perceived to be Muslims, and other religious and ethnic minorities have been on the rise.
Violence grounded in hatred and ignorance did not begin with Trump, of course. I remember an incident a few years
ago when Prabhjot Singh, a Sikh doctor, was knocked from his bike and beaten by a group of people calling him a
“terrorist.”
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But there is no question that things have gotten worse since Trump took the national spotlight. In the first 10 days
after his victory, the SPLC reported 867 incidents of harassment and intimidation. The group also reported that the
number of anti-Muslim hate groups in the United States went from 34 in 2015 to 101 in 2016, while the Council on
American-Islamic Relations reported a 57 percent increase in anti-Muslim incidents over the same year.
Behind these numbers are real people, sacred sites and wounded communities. Hate crime charges have been filed
against a man accused of setting the fire that destroyed a mosque in Victoria, Tex., in January. In February, a Jewish
cemetery in St. Louis was vandalized (Muslims stepped forward to raise funds for repairs). In May, African
American Richard Collins, a newly commissioned U.S. Army second lieutenant on the verge of graduating from
Bowie State University, was stabbed to death, allegedly by another student who belonged to an “alt-Reich” whitesupremacist online group.
Has our president paused to wonder why his campaign and election have coincided with such attacks?
In Virginia, where I live, a Muslim teenager was killed last month as she walked with friends near their mosque. It
was a horrific and senseless crime that has deeply shaken the community. Police think the killing grew out of a “road
rage” dispute, but how could you blame Muslims for fearing that she was targeted for her faith? And how could you
blame Muslims for grieving that the Republican candidate for governor of Virginia has not been able to bring himself
to renounce the support he had sought from a local Republican leader who works for ACT for America?
The campaign against sharia reflects, at best, a deep misunderstanding of what sharia is and, at worst, a willingness to
blame all Muslims for the heinous acts of those few who brutalize others in the name of Islam. Such misplaced blame
can lead to piling tragedy upon tragedy.
ACT for America’s founder, Brigitte Gabriel, had said that a practicing Muslim who believes the words of the Koran
“cannot be a loyal citizen of the United States.” Lest you think this view is relegated to the political extremes, virtually
identical language — “devout Muslims cannot truthfully swear the oath to become citizens of the United States of
America” — has been used by the American Center for Law and Justice, whose founder, Jay Sekulow, is part of
Trump’s personal legal team. As a Muslim, a patriotic American and a Gold Star father, these false assertions offend
me deeply.
Other conservative Christians who rub shoulders with prominent Republican officials have argued that Islam is not a
religion but a totalitarian ideology, and that therefore American Muslims are not protected by the First Amendment’s
guarantees of religious liberty. Some of those who refrain from saying such things decline to speak out against those
who do.
This is a dangerous form of divisiveness that is completely contrary to the spirit and letter of the Constitution.
Intimidating and threatening communities on the basis of their religion goes against the core values of this country.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/attacks-on-american-muslims-are-un-american-under-trump-theyre-onthe-rise/2017/07/21/fb7a0526-6cc7-11e7-9c15-177740635e83_story.html?tid=ss_tw&utm_term=.978aef369b6a
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Palos Township trustee resigns from county commission after anti-Muslim
Facebook posts
Palos Township trustee Sharon Brannigan, whose Facebook comments about Middle Eastern
immigration sparked protests, has stepped down from her post on Cook County's Commission on
Women's Issues.
(Zak Koeske / Daily Southtown)

A Palos Township trustee whose controversial Facebook comments about Middle Eastern immigration sparked
protests earlier this month has stepped down from her post on Cook County's Commission on Women's Issues, a
county spokesman said.
Sharon Brannigan, a Republican who ran against U.S. Rep. Dan Lipinski in 2014, took heat recently for Facebook
posts suggesting the area's schools were filling with undocumented Middle Eastern students, asserting that local
Muslims often failed to integrate into the community and questioning what Lipinski had done to "stem the flow of
Middle Eastern immigration into our beloved United States while we are at war with Islamic extremists."
More than 100 activists rallied outside Palos Township offices to condemn Brannigan's remarks and demand her
immediate resignation from the township board prior to that panel's July 10 meeting. She has thus far refused to step
down from that board.
Brannigan did, however, relinquish her seat on the county's women's commission shortly after Cook County Board
President Toni Preckwinkle called for her resignation from it, county spokesman Frank Shuftan said.
She had served on the commission since May 2016 after being appointed by County Board Commissioner Sean M.
Morrison.
"Such viewpoints certainly do not reflect our values nor, in my opinion, the kind of representation we want on the
Commission," Preckwinkle said in a statement released July 12. "Ms. Brannigan is the appointee of Commissioner
Sean Morrison. I ask that Commissioner Morrison seek Ms. Brannigan's immediate resignation."
A staffer from Morrison's office confirmed that Brannigan had resigned from the county women's commission but
said it was related to her difficulty making it to downtown meetings from the south suburbs and not Preckwinkle's
demand for her to step aside.
Brannigan had been phoning in to meetings for the past few months but ultimately decided even that was interfering
too much with her small business and notified Morrison that she planned to relinquish the position, staffer Chris
Provenzano said.
"(Preckwinkle) called for her resignation that wasn't even needed because she could no longer commit the time to
serve on the women's commission," he said. "If the president's office would have called and spoken with us, we could
have let them know."
On July 14, Morrison sent the commission's chairwoman, Peggy Montes, a letter in which he stated that Brannigan
had advised him on July 1 that she would need to withdraw from the commission.
"Ms. Brannigan had been concerned that she could not give the proper attention to the Commission and had indicated
her desire to no longer serve due to the time her professional and business commitments demanded," Morrison's letter
states. It makes no mention of the controversy over Brannigan's Facebook comments.
Provenzano said Morrison had no comment on his appointee's statements.
"He's not jumping into any of these local issues. That's for Sharon to explain and to handle," Provenzano said, adding
that Brannigan was a "strong advocate for taxpayers" and "watches carefully the allocation of tax dollars."
Brannigan did not return requests for comment on the matter.
She has since taken down her Facebook page where the controversial comments were made but has not apologized
for them. She defended the statements at the Palos Township board meeting in July, citing her First Amendment right
to free speech, and said she would not resign.
The activists who protested Brannigan at the July meeting said they would continue attending the monthly meetings
until she resigned.
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"For us, the outcome that the Muslim and Arab community wants is very simple," activist and organizer Rush Darwish
said after the July 10 meeting. "This trustee must resign. Must resign her post. And until that happens, this crowd you
saw here tonight, you will continue seeing until that result is met."
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Muslim family in Malverne targeted in hate messages, cops say
Updated July 25, 2017 7:58 PM
By William Murphy and Mark
A Muslim family in Malverne discovered hate messages in their mailbox, prompting investigators to search for the
culprits, Nassau police said Tuesday.
When the victims, who live on Norwood Avenue, went to their mailbox at about 4 p.m. Monday, they found a note,
written on paper in red ink that read: “KKK Hate Muslims. We will kill you. Jesus loves you,” police said.
Police said a second note on a paper plate, also written in red ink, declared: “The KKK is coming for you Muslims.”
“We take these very, very seriously. It’s never a joke when it comes to a bias incident,” said Det. Vincent Garcia, a
police spokesman.
Bias incidents are up this year, with 29 reported in Nassau through June. There were 21 incidents reported during the
same period last year.
The New York chapter of the Council on American-Islamic Relations condemned the incident.
“This is evidence of the ongoing and increasing number of hate incidents targeting the Muslim community in New
York and nationwide,” said executive director Afaf Nasher. “It is an obligation of our government to ensure that
everyone in our community is free to practice their faith without intimidation. We are glad to see that authorities are
pursuing this incident as a hate crime and hope that the perpetrator is caught and brought to justice.”

http://www.newsday.com/long-island/crime/muslim-family-in-malverne-targeted-in-hate-messages-cops-say1.13821454
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Man accused of religious slur and throwing coins at woman with Muslim-style
headdress is arrested
By
SCOTT SCHWEBKE |
PUBLISHED: July 27, 2017 at 11:16 am

Man accused of religious slur and throwing coins at woman with Muslim-style headdress is arrested
IRVINE A 35-year-old man is accused of making a religious slur at a woman wearing a head scarf traditionally worn by
Muslims at a Target and then throwing coins at her and another woman’s car after the pair had driven away, police said
on Thursday.
The women were able to get a partial license-plate number, helping police find him, and on Wednesday, July 26, Brandon
Ricardo Pascual of Irvine turned himself in and was arrested and booked into Orange County Jail, said Kim Mohr, an
Irvine Police Department spokeswoman.
He was charged with two counts of assault-hate crime with the ability to cause injury, according to the Orange County
District Attorney’s Office. On Thursday, he was being held on $50,000 bail. If convicted, he faces three years in prison.
On March 1, the two women, one wearing a hijab, a veil or head scarf traditionally worn by Muslim women, were leaving
the Target store at 3750 Barranca Parkway. A man in a silver Toyota Camry pulled up alongside them and made a
religious slur, Mohr said. The women got into their car and drove away.
Moments later, the victims were stopped at a traffic light at Culver Drive and Alton Parkway and heard clanking. The
same Toyota Camry had pulled up behind them and was tossing coins at the women’s car, Mohr said. It was the man
who had bothered them at the Target, who then pulled up alongside the women and threw coins through a rolled-down
window, Mohr said.
The passenger was struck but uninjured. The victims were able to get a partial license plate of the Camry and reported it
to police, Mohr said.
“In Irvine, we take this crime very seriously,” Mohr said.

http://www.ocregister.com/2017/07/27/man-accused-of-religious-slur-and-throwing-coins-at-woman-with-muslimstyle-headdress-is-arrested/

Page | 187

MUSLIM FAMILY IN LONG ISLAND TOLD 'THE KKK IS COMING FOR
YOU
BY
HARRIET SINCLAIR
7/25/17 AT 8:30 PM
A Muslim family in Long Island says it received threatening messages saying: “The KKK is coming for you,” part of
a series of incidents that authorities are investigating as hate crimes.
The family said it discovered the messages in its mailbox on two different occasions, with an image of a swastika
posted to them as well as letters saying “KKK Hate Muslims, We will kill you, Jesus loves you” the Council on
American Islamic Relations (CAIR) reported.
Related: Man rips up Quran after breaking into mosque
People pray at the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community Baitus-Salaam Mosque in Hawthorne, California on
December 18, 2015.M A R I O A N Z U O N I / R E U T E R S
“This is evidence of the ongoing and increasing number of hate incidents targeting the Muslim community in New
York and nationwide,” Afaf Nasher, the executive director for CAIR-NY, said in a statement.
“It is an obligation of our government to ensure that everyone in our community is free to practice their faith without
intimidation. We are glad to see that authorities are pursuing this incident as a hate crime and hope that the perpetrator
is caught and brought to justice."
CAIR says the number of anti-Muslim hate crimes has spiked in the first half of 2017 compared with the same period
in 2016. In one incident last week, someone sent a Quran wrapped in pork lard to a Sacramento, California chapter of
the CAIR. Two mosques in the area also reported receiving a charred Quran filled with bacon. In recent months, other
mosques in the U.S. have been targeted with abusive messages or they've been vandalized.
http://www.newsweek.com/muslim-family-long-island-told-kkk-coming-you-quran-bacon-burned-641926
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Man who made threats at Oregon mosque sentenced to time served
Updated on July 21, 2017 at 10:18 PM
(The Oregonian/OregonLive file photo)
By
The Associated Press
EUGENE (AP) — A man who threatened worshippers at an Oregon mosque has pleaded guilty to charges of
intimidation and harassment. But he will be released from jail because of the time he's already served.
Lane County Judge Maurice Merten sentenced Chad Russell on Friday to 60 days in jail and three years on
probation. Russell, 44, has spent 2½ months in jail since his May arrest, exceeding the 60-day penalty.
The Oregon committee of the Council on American-Islamic Relations released a statement criticizing the sentence
as too lenient.
"We are disappointed that the perpetrator of multiple hate crimes will spend only two months in prison," the
statement said. "We believe this sends a troubling message to potential perpetrators of hate crimes and also serves
to deter future reporting by victims."
Police said Russell confronted worshippers at the Eugene Islamic Center on May 8 and verbally threatened to kill
them. He was arrested the following day after shouting racial slurs at a man in a Eugene park. Police found a knife
in his backpack.
Public defender Allison Knight told The Register-Guard her client served in both the Army and the Navy, suffers
from brain damage and does not hold anti-Muslim beliefs.
Knight said she understands why victims in the case are frustrated. But given Russell's limite d criminal history,
his brain damage and his military service — all of which can be considered mitigating factors in sentencing —
the punishment is appropriate, she said.
"While this is certainly a terrible crime, it's a class A misdemeanor," Knight said.
Russell declined to make a statement in court.
http://www.oregonlive.com/pacific-northwest-news/index.ssf/2017/07/man_who_made_threats_at_oregon.html
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Anti-Muslim Hate Crime Increase Traced To Trump’s Travel Ban
A quarterly report from the Council on American-Islamic Relations says anti-Muslim hate crime
incidents that have been tracked by the FBI can be triggered even when someone is just
perceived as being Muslim.
ED MAYBERRY
| POSTED ONJULY 24, 2017, 6:00 AM
CAIR’s report says hate crimes spiked 91 percent in the first half of 2017 compared to last year. Ruth Nasrullah with
CAIR’s Houston office traces the increase to the Trump campaign and presidency. Many incidents are directed at the
homes of Muslims, and 37 percent have been directed to children in schools.
“That’s just shocking. When the election results came out, there were counseling sessions because they were so
anxious. We can’t live in a country where children are afraid of the president.”
A Muslim woman’s headscarf has been a trigger in 15 percent of incidents. Whenever there’s news of a terrorist attack
in Europe, the American Muslim community gets anxious.
“Well, I’ll tell you what personally goes through my mind is, ‘Why again do I have to worry, is it a Muslim and will
there be backlash?'”
Nasrullah says a lot of myths are repeated on social media. But she says the best way to help dispel anti-Muslim
sentiment is for people to have a neighbor or co-worker who is Muslim.
“When you know a Muslim, then you’re less likely to think that a Muslim is a terrorist or that Islam is a bad ideology
or something like that. So just humanizing us.”
CAIR recently launched an app to share critical “know your rights” information and simplify the process to report
hate crimes.
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Democrats in Congress Rethink Anti-boycott Bill in Wake of ACLU Warning
Rep. Joe Kennedy is among the first of the bill's co-sponsors to say he is reviewing his position
on the draft law, which critics say would criminalize support for boycotts of Israel or the
settlements
Washington, D.C.
Jul 24, 2017 6:22 AM
5003share on facebook
Participants at a summit to counter BDS, United Nations, New York, March 29, 2017. Shahar Azran / WJC
ACLU urges U.S. senators to oppose bill targeting boycotts of Israel and settlements
'This was the last straw': Why a pro-boycott activist dared Israel to arrest her at the airport
Opinion Israel's travel ban: How banning settlement boycotters is driving me into the arms of BDS
WASHINGTON — Democrats on Capitol Hill are reexamining their support for a bipartisan bill intended to fight
boycotts against Israel and the settlements after the American Civil Liberties Union warned U.S. senators last week
that it endangers free speech in the United States and could lead to citizens’ going to prison simply for expressing a
political opinion.
Two Democratic staffers who are involved in discussions over the legislation told Haaretz that over a dozen Democrats
in both houses of Congress have already began to reconsider their positions in light of the letter the ACLU sent to
U.S. senators. One of the first members of the House of Representatives to publicly announce such a review is Rep.
Joe Kennedy III, a Democrat representing Massachusetts. Kennedy, a grandson of the late Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, is
considered a rising political star in the Democratic Party and is one of 240 co-sponsors of the bill in the House.
The controversial Israel Anti-Boycott Act was proposed in the both the Senate and the House in March, but it only
garnered national attention after the ACLU issued the letter last week expressing strong opposition to it. The leading
civil rights organization warned that under the bill’s current language, U.S. citizens could face fines of hundreds of
thousands of dollars, and potentially even go to prison for up to 20 years, simply for expressing support for boycotts
of Israel and the settlements.
Another organization that came out against the legislation last week was J Street, which opposes boycotts of Israel
and the boycott, divestment and sanctions movement but warned that the bill caused “serious concerns” because of its
potential for restricting free speech. J Street also noted that the legislation does not differentiate between boycotts
targeting the entire State of Israel and those aimed specifically at settlements in the occupied West Bank.
skip - ACLU letter
Criticism of the bill has not been limited to the political left. The American Interest, a magazine that is considered to
have a centrist, pro-Israeli editorial line, wrote last week, “It’s true that the bill is probably not as blatantly
unconstitutional as some of its opponents are arguing: it modifies a decades-old law that has been upheld in court, and
legal scholars are still debating exactly how it would be enforced. But it’s not free-and-clear either. It seems possible,
for example, that a person funding a student campaign for a university to enforce a UN or EU-backed Israel boycott
could be exposed to criminal liability. Now, in fact the courts would quickly throw a case like that out — the First
Amendment easily trumps a piece of feel-good legislation that Congress whooped through to gain popularity points.
But it is hard to base a case for supporting a legal proposal on the argument that some of its obvious applications to
domestic circumstances would be dismissed out of hand.”
Keep updated: Sign up to our newsletter
Email* Sign up
These warnings have caused two of the bill’s original co-sponsors, Sen. Ben Cardin, a Democrat from Maryland, and
Rep. Rob Portman, an Ohio Republican, to publish a letter on Friday responding to accusations that the bill would
endanger free speech. They wrote that the bill’s critics misunderstood its’ language and that despite the ACLU’s
warnings, no U.S. citizen will face legal penalties for supporting a boycott of Israel under the new legislation.
The two congressman explained in their letter that the most controversial part of the bill — the one detailing the
criminal penalties for participating in boycotts of Israel — was in fact an expansion of a law, enacted in 1977,
prohibiting U.S. companies from taking part in state-led boycotts of Israel. That bill was adopted in order to counter
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the Arab boycott of Israel. The new bill adds a new component to it, stipulating that the penalties for participating in
a state-led boycott of Israel will also extend to participation in boycotts led by international governmental
organizations such as the United Nations and the European Union.
Jay Michaelson, a legal affairs analyst for The Daily Beast, published a piece on Friday that reached a similar
conclusion: The new bill only technically expands the 1977 anti-boycott law, in a way that would make it illegal for
U.S. companies to cooperate with any boycotts of Israel and the settlements initiated by the UN or the EU. Michaelson
accused AIPAC, the powerful pro-Israeli lobby which supports the legislation, of exaggerating its importance, thereby
provoking a harsh response from the left that he says was not in keeping with the language of the draft law.
Not all of the bill’s critics are convinced. “The language in the bill is confusing and doesn’t clearly state what Cardin
and Portman wrote in their letter,” one Democratic staffer told Haaretz, adding that “it wouldn’t surprise me if a large
number of Democrats will ask to amend this, making it much more clear that citizens expressing support for boycotts
will not be punished for their political opinion.” Organizations supporting the BDS movement are worried that even
if the bill doesn’t in fact include harsh penalties for supporting boycotts, it could be used to deter and frighten activists
who support such boycotts from expressing their opinion.
Democratic members of Congress face a difficult decision on the bill, since many of them have pro-Israeli donors and
constituents who would likely be pleased by the passage of a bill making it harder to boycott the country, but they also
need the support of the progressive wing of the party, which is paying more and more attention to this legislation in
recent days. A key Democratic politician to follow with regards to this bill is Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand of New York,
the only Democratic co-sponsor of the bill who is considered a possible contender for the 2020 presidential election.
Gillibrand was one of 43 senators who co-sponsored the legislation.
An aide to Senator Gillibrand said: "We have a different read of the specific bill language, however, due to the ACLU's
concerns, the Senator has extended an invitation to them to meet with her and discuss their concerns."

http://www.haaretz.com/us-news/1.803037
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Roy Moore: Islam is a 'false religion'
U.S. Senate candidate Roy Moore works the crowd before addressing the North Jefferson
County Republican Club at Jim 'N Nick's BBQ in Gardendale.(Howard Koplowitz)
By
Howard Koplowitz
July 24, 2017 at 10:01
9595 Replies/623623 Retweets/1,195 likes
Islam is a "false religion," former Alabama Supreme Court Chief Justice a nd U.S. Senate candidate Roy Moore
said Monday during a meeting of the North Jefferson County Republican Club.
Moore made the comment in response to a Gardendale resident who said she was concerned about the
implementation of Sharia law.
He suggested the Muslim faith was incompatible with American values.
"False religions like Islam, who teach that 'you must worship this way,' are completely opposite with what our
First Amendment stands for," Moore told the crowd at Jim 'N Nick's BBQ in Gardendale.
Moore, who was ousted twice from the Alabama Supreme Court -- the most recent instance for issuing an order
prohibiting probate judges from issuing marriage licenses to same-sex couples --, maintained that his action didn't
violate judicial ethics. He also claimed the U.S. Supreme Court's ruling did not make gay marriage legal
throughout the country.
"If they can do that, they can make legal [marriage for] a man and five women or a woman and five men," he said.
"There's no historical context for two men to get married."
While speaking about the need to strengthen the military, Moore also said he was against allowing transgender
people to serve.
"We do not need to think about transgender rights in the military," he said. "We're talking about something that
will actually decimate the morale in the military."
Moore, who is among the top tier of Republican candidates on the ballot for the Aug. 15 special election primary,
began and ended his talk by holding up a CNN article from earlier this month reporting that Senate M ajority
Leader Mitch McConnell was 'in panic mode' over Moore's chances of winning the seat currently occupied by
Sen. Luther Strange.
"Notice who [the Republican establishment] does not want up there" in the Senate, he said.
Moore made a parallel between his last election in 2012, when he said his campaign "broke the Democratic Party"
and bankrupted the state party in its efforts to defeat him, and the Republican establishment's position in the
special primary.
"Maybe they'll be hurt, too,' he said.
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Why did everyone stop asking Sebastian Gorka about Nazis?
The combative, controversial Trump adviser is back to his old self.
ADDY BAIRD
JUL 24, 2017, 12:44 PM
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO PRESIDENT TRUMP SEBASTIAN GORKA TALKS WITH PEOPLE IN THE
TREATY ROOM IN THE EISENHOWER EXECUTIVE OFFICE BUILDING ON THE WHITE HOUSE
COMPLEX IN WASHINGTON, TUESDAY, MAY 2, 2017, DURING A CEREMONY COMMEMORATING
ISRAELI INDEPENDENCE DAY. CREDIT: AP PHOTO/SUSAN WALSH
By early May 2017, half of Washington D.C. wanted Sebastian Gorka fired.
Notably, no one was sure what exactly Gorka’s role in the White House was. At any rate, a lot of people wanted him
to stop doing it, because Gorka had been linked to a Nazi-allied group in Hungary, and he was advising the president
of the United States.
“As members of the U.S. Congress who care deeply about fighting anti-Semitism at home and abroad, we urge you
to immediately dismiss senior White House counterterrorism adviser Sebastian Gorka,” a group of 55 Congresspeople
wrote in a letter to President Donald Trump. “Based on recent revelations about Mr. Gorka’s public support for and
membership in several anti-Semitic and racist groups in Hungary, he is clearly unfit to serve in any position of
responsibility in your administration.”
The Council on American-Islamic Relations called for Gorka’s firing, along with a number of Jewish groups.
Gorka has denied that he is a sworn member of the group, known as Vitézi Rend, but the group itself disputes that
denial. Gorka wore a Vitézi Rend medal to Trump’s inaugural ball and his ties to the group reportedly stretch back
decades.
Before the report came out, Gorka had been a frequent Trump defender on TV and radio, attacking the media and
deftly ducking questions about Trump policies, and the accusations should have ended his career. Instead, in the wake
of an increasingly chaotic Russia scandal that is consuming the White House, Gorka is back in the spotlight— and,
remarkably, no one asks him about Nazis.
Gorka’s unlikely rise
Trump appointed Gorka a deputy assistant to the president in January. Before joining the Trump team, Gorka worked
as national security editor at Breitbart, and last month, The Daily Beast reported that Gorka was working as a
consultant for the FBI during the 2016 campaign until he was fired for anti-Muslim rants.
It’s unclear exactly what Gorka now does in the White House. Axios has reported that Gorka has virtually no influence
over national security decisions, saying he is “functionally a strategist for [Steve] Bannon,” the current Chief White
House Strategist and former executive chair of Breitbart. Gorka was reportedly denied security clearance, and his
credentials are highly questionable.
“Several experts interviewed by POLITICO puzzled over the gap between the numerous military academic credentials
listed by Gorka — a political science Ph.D. who unfailingly uses the title ‘Dr.’ — and their unfamiliarity with his work
and views,” a POLITICO story from February said.
Gorka’s ascent is an example of the Trump White House forgoing traditional communications strategies. Trump’s
communication director resigned in March and was not replaced until Friday, and Trump doesn’t seem to trust his
actual communications staff to defend him.
Trump’s distrust of his own communications staff elevates characters like Gorka, with questionable skills and
backgrounds, to the role of high-level surrogate.
In the early weeks of the Trump administration, Gorka was a frequent defender of the White House on television. He
defended the controversial travel ban and sang the praises of the president. Gorka was frequently combative and
condescending, and his style drew the ire of viewers, listeners, and the occasional ombudsman.
On March 1, Gorka appeared on PBS NewsHour to discuss the death of Navy SEAL Ryan Owen who was killed
during a January raid in Yemen.
“Well, my question is, Mr. Gorka, because we just — again, looking at that FOX interview, referring to the generals,
the president said, ‘They lost Ryan,’” PBS’s Judy Woodruff said. “Does that mean he doesn’t accept responsibility?”
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“Of course it doesn’t. And I find it quite churlish when the media focuses on half a sentence here, half a sentence
there,” Gorka snapped back. “Why would you even posit that of the president? It’s really unbecoming.”
Two days later, PBS ombudsman Michael Getler wrote, “Personally, and as a viewer, I found Gorka to be aggressive
and condescending, as some viewers also point out, and not to be a good spokesperson for the new administration.”
On the same day, NPR ombudsman Elizabeth Jensen addressed letters from listeners about Gorka’s appearances on
the station.
“As those who have contacted NPR have pointed out, his interviews have been combative, condescending and
seemingly deliberately rude (this listener would agree),” Jensen said. “In his most recent interview, Wednesday, on
Morning Edition, he several times chastised the interviewer, Steve Inskeep. The interviews have been unpleasant or
at least uncomfortable to listen to, at times, regardless of one’s political views.”
There had been rumors that Gorka was a Nazi sympathizer, but Gorka dismissed them during a softball interview with
Fox News’ Sean Hannity in February.
“Like Reince, like Bannon, like Jared, like Ivanka, like the president’s children, like Kellyanne, like Steve Miller, you,
too, have come under fire,” Hannity said. “I just wanted to give you a chance to respond, because I know you’re being
attacked unfairly… Even people suggesting you’re a Nazi sympathizer. What is your reaction?”

“I think we’re doing our job very well, don’t you, Sean? If this is the best they can do,” Gorka said. “I just find it
amusing. My father was nine years old when World War II started. He lived through the siege of Budapest. He was
put in prison by the communist dictators. And I’m the guy who’s some kind of extremist?”
The Nazi connection
But in mid-March, Forward, a Jewish-American publication, reported that Gorka was indeed some kind of extremist,
a sworn member of a Nazi-allied group known as Vitézi Rend. According to the State Department, the group was
“under the direction of the Nazi Government of Germany” during World War II.
Leaders of Vitézi Rend told Forward of Gorka’s ties, and the revelation created a firestorm of controversy for a White
House that had already, on multiple occasions, been accused of harboring and pandering to white supremacists.
Members of Congress called for Gorka to be suspended and investigated, and a number of activist groups quickly
called for Trump to fire Gorka. Trump did neither of those things, but then Gorka, who had so often graced cable news
and radio, went dark.
Gorka reappeared in early April, when he made an appearance on Fox News to discuss missile strikes in Syria. He
was not asked about his ties to Vitézi Rend.
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A few days later, he appeared on Hannity’s show, where Hannity treated Gorka with kid gloves. Hannity praised
Trump’s decision to to attack Syria saying, “He did draw a line and said, ‘We cannot allow this moral boundary to be
crossed.’ To me, that’s the right thing to do. Your answer.”
“You’re absolutely right, Sean,” Gorka said.
The two chatted for several minutes. Hannity did not ask about Vitézi Rend.
“Dr. Gorka, good to see you,” Hannity said. “Thank you.”
The next weekend, Gorka made another appearance on Fox, on Sunday Morning Futures with Maria Bartiromo. The
pair discussed North Korea. Other than occasional appearances on the very friendly network, Gorka kept quiet.
He was thrust back in the news cycle when, on April 30, The Washington Examiner reported that Gorka would accept
a position outside the White House. CNN confirmed the report the next day, but later that week Gorka called the
reports “very fake news.”
Around the same time, Gorka was spotted at the White House by some reporters, who asked if he was being forced
out.
“Do I look like I’m going?” he responded.

As of Monday, Gorka remains in the White House — and he’s seemingly everywhere else again, too.
Don’t call it a comeback
After weeks of relative quiet, a twist in the Russia-Trump collusion controversy thrust Gorka back onto the airwaves.
The New York Times first reported Trump Jr.’s meeting with a Russian lawyer on Saturday, July 8. Trump Jr.’s
conduct was difficult to defend, but Gorka, with his proven ability to turn any Trump misstep back on the media, was
perfect for the job.
On Monday, Gorka was on Hannity (the pair, unsurprisingly, agreed the story was a hoax).
On Tuesday, Gorka was on MSNBC saying Trump Jr.’s meeting was a “nothing burger.” He was on CNN’s New Day
saying getting dirt was “what political campaigns do,” and assuring viewers that Trump “sent a very clear message”
to Putin during their meeting at the G-20 summit.

Page | 196

Gorka was back.
“The amount of time you spend in desperation on a topic that has plummeted you to 13th place in viewership ranking
across America,” Gorka told CNN’s Alisyn Camerota. “More people watch Nick at Night cartoons than CNN today.”
By Tuesday afternoon, Gorka wasn’t just doing Russia anymore. He addressed reports that Islamic State leader Abu
Bakr al-Baghdadi has been killed, saying he could not confirm the news.
“We take any report of this nature with a large dose of salt,” Gorka said on Fox. “We will verify it. We will look at
the intelligence available … and we will give a statement when we have the requisite facts.”
On Wednesday, Gorka was mocking Anderson Cooper, saying his questions were “laughable.”
“I’m sad to see CNN fall to this,” Gorka said to Cooper. “I know you want salacious, sensationalist coverage for your
ratings so your corporate sponsors and owners have more money but that’s not media. That’s not reportage. It’s just
fake news.”
Cooper, whose eye rolls have practically become a rallying cry, said he was “just going to ignore the insults.”
A Nexis search of interviews by Gorka shows that, between July 11 and July 18, Gorka did at least 11 interviews on
Fox, CNN, MSNBC, and NBC. No one asked him about his association with Vitézi Rend.
Meanwhile, at the White House, Trump had fallen in love with seeing Gorka on his television. Axios reported that,
before he left for his trip to Paris, Trump asked his West Wing team, “Did you see Gorka? So great, I mean really,
truly great.”
Trump, who loves turning any skeptical question into an attack on the media, reportedly loves that Gorka does the
same.
“Trump gets highly agitated when anyone representing him on TV says anything that reeks of ‘weakness,’” Axios
reporter Jonathan Swan wrote. “People who’ve spoken to him say he views Kellyanne and Gorka as people willing to
go ‘into lions’ dens’ where others are more particular and want to play it safe.”
Last Thursday, Gorka took to the web to sing the praises of the president, writing an op-ed in the Hill headlined
“America is back with the first 6 months of Trump.”
“America is back. And under President Trump, so is American leadership,” Gorka wrote. “American influence is a
global good and this recognition is a first step toward advancing our leadership, which in turn can help set the
conditions for the security and prosperity of the United States and its allies.”
Debatable.
What’s not debatable, though: Gorka is back. And, apparently, under President Trump, there’s just too much other
news to take a minute ask Gorka about his ties to Vitézi Rend.
https://thinkprogress.org/why-did-everyone-stop-asking-sebastian-gorka-about-nazis-91236f795dc4/
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Couple detained on honeymoon ‘because the groom is Muslim
Ashitha Nagesh
Tuesday 25 Jul 2017 12:24 pm

\

Natasha Politakis and Ali Gul managed to book a last minute honeymoon to Mexico after being deported from the US
(Picture: SWNS)
A newlywed couple’s honeymoon was ruined after they were detained in a US airport for 26 hours and then deported,
apparently because the groom was Muslim.
Natasha Politakis, 29, and her new husband Ali Gul, 32, paid £7,000 for their dream two-week trip to LA, Hawaii and
Las Vegas – and were naturally really looking forward to it.
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Train derails after colliding with freight train at Waterloo station
But they ended up having to spend more than a day in LAX airport in Los Angeles, before being refused entry entirely
and flown back to the UK.
While in the detention centre, they were refused a shower and had all of their possessions confiscated. They were only
given their phones back when they were back on British soil.
When they tried to find out why they were detained, officials handcuffed them and marched them onto a flight back
to London.
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The couple got married two weeks before they travelled to the US for their honeymoon (Picture: SWNS)
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A stamp on Ali Gul’s passport refusing him entry into the USA at LAX airport (Picture: SWNS)
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The stamp says they were ‘refused in accordance with INA section 217’ (Picture: SWNS)
Although they were never told why they were denied entry, Natasha suspects it was because of her husband’s Turkish
name and origin. Ali is British, however, and holds a British passport.

Cyclist 'killed woman then blamed her after he crashed into her'
‘I am in utter shock that this has happened,’ she said. ‘We had just got married, we were on our way to our honeymoon
as excited as anything, and never expected that we would be deported.
‘We were treated like criminals and we had all the relevant documentation and answered all their questions.
‘It’s not OK to treat people like that. As far as we knew before we left everything was fine, but as soon as we got there
they wouldn’t let us in.
‘We believe that since Trump was elected, they took one look at his name, thought he was Muslim and didn’t let him
in.’
The couple, from Enfield in North London, had two weddings earlier this year – a registrar wedding in April for Ali’s
Turkish family, and then a big church wedding with a reception at the Mariott on May 6.
Two weeks later they set off for their honeymoon.
However, the only souvenirs they’ve brought back are stamps in their passports stating that they were ‘refused in
accordance with INA section 217’, and a £7,000 hole in their pockets.
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Natasha believes they were detained because of Ali’s Muslim name and Turkish background (Picture: SWNS)
They’ve now been told that if they wish to complain they need to contact the US embassy, but they’ve struggled to
get an appointment.
The couple managed to book a last-minute holiday to Mexico instead, and are now in the process of trying to get their
money back from their insurance.
‘All we want is answers as to why our entire trip was ruined,’ Natasha said.
http://metro.co.uk/2017/07/25/couple-detained-on-honeymoon-because-the-groom-is-muslim6803939/#ixzz4po0mUyib
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Police: Man eggs Muslim neighbor's car 2x, leaves note, calls all Muslims
'cockroaches'
Kevin Lewis
ASPEN HILL, Md. (ABC7) — A cemetery groundskeeper pelted his Muslim neighbor's vehicle with eggs and
tomatoes, left a handwritten note under the windshield mocking Mecca and later caused a traffic crash on
Georgia Avenue all in effort to stop a fictitious web of terrorists, police say.

Jeffrey Frizzell, 58, of Aspen Hill, is currently charged with first-degree assault, second-degree assault, reckless
endangerment and race-religious harassment of a person.
On Sunday, June 11, a Muslim man found his Chevrolet Silverado pick-up truck coated in egg and tomato residue.
The vehicle was parked in front of his home along Aspen Hill Road. Under the windshield wiper, the man located a
note, which read in all capital letters: "ALLAH SUCKS COCKROACH C**** IN MECCA."
Three weeks later, on Saturday, July 1, the same Muslim man found his pick-up truck peppered yet again with "broken
gooey egg residue." The man needed to pay for a carwash to clear the egg remains from the vehicle. Harboring genuine
concern for his family's safety, the man called Montgomery County Police. Officers took a report, but had no obvious
or immediate suspects in mind.
Then on Sunday, July 2, Montgomery County Police were dispatched to a house located a few doors down from the
targeted Muslim family. The caller stated he had witnessed "Middle Eastern looking men" enter the home and was
fearful that the men were plotting "some kind of attack."
Jeffrey Frizzell greeted a patrol officer at the front door. According to police, Frizzell referred to Muslims as
"cockroaches" and further opined that Muslims are dangerous people.
Coincidentally, the officer dispatched to Frizzell's home had also responded to the previous hate crime calls. When
questioned about the egging incidents, police say Frizzell cracked, stating, "Muslims are like an infestation of
cockroaches." Frizzell allegedly continued his diatribe, adding, "I know you are going to arrest me for a hate crime,
it's a hate crime I know."
As if things weren't bad enough, on the following day, Frizzell allegedly chased a female motorist down Aspen Hill
Road and onto Georgia Avenue. Police say Frizzell, who was driving a blue Buick Lasabre at the time, repeatedly
rammed the back of the woman's Dodge minivan. At the intersection of Georgia Avenue and Bel Pre Road, Frizzell
hit the woman's car with such force, she crashed into a third vehicle.
Eyewitnesses say Frizzell shouted at one motorist, "Don't move you van! Block her, she's a terrorist." The 58-yearold proceeded to explain he was working on behalf of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. While being taken
to jail, a meek and perhaps remorseful Frizzell stated, "I shouldn't of done this." - and - "What was I thinking?"
“I think he’s mentally unstable," said one female neighbor who didn't want to be identified. "He’ll start talking about
terrorists and Muslim and use derogatory terms. He really makes you uncomfortable. What is he going to progress
into next?”
According to Montgomery County District Court documents, Frizzell has a criminal record, which includes a number
of drug offenses. He has lived in Aspen Hill for 22 years, and at the time of his arrest, was residing with an elderly
woman who he cared for. Court records further indicate Frizzell had recently worked as a groundskeeper at the Gate
of Heaven Cemetery along Georgia Avenue in Aspen Hill.
Frizzell has two active court cases, one for the alleged hate crimes and another for the alleged car-ramming episode.
All combined, he faces more than 50 years in prison. He is currently in Montgomery County custody.
http://wjla.com/news/local/police-man-eggs-muslim-neighbors-car-2x-leaves-note-calls-all-muslims-cockroaches
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Christian man prays with Jerusalem Muslims as religious tensions flare
By
Abeer Salman and Oren Liebermann, CNN
Updated 1942 GMT (0342 HKT) July 23, 2017

Nidal Aboud, a Christian, holds a Bible and prays beside Muslims in Jerusalem, where there recently have been clashes
between Israeli forces and Palestinians.
Story highlights
•
•

The prayers follow clashes between Palestinians and Israeli security forces
A CNN photo of the prayer has been widely shared on social media
Jerusalem (CNN)Nidal Aboud stood out as one among many. As the men around him bowed, he made the sign of
the cross. As they chanted their prayers, he read the Bible to himself. And as they said "Allahu Akbar" -- God is
greatest -- he stood silently and respectfully.
He was the only Christian among thousands of Muslims at Friday prayers in the Wadi el-Joz neighbourhood, outside
the Old City of Jerusalem.
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The photograph, taken by CNN, of this simple interfaith moment has been published in local media and widely shared
on social network sites as a touching example of cooperation in a time of conflict.
The prayers took place after Israel restricted access to Al-Aqsa mosque, which sits on the holiest site in the Old City,
known to Muslims as the Noble Sanctuary and to Jews as the Temple Mount.

Israel installs security cameras as Jerusalem tensions build
After an attack at the Lion's Gate entrance to the siteleft two Israeli police officers dead last week, Israeli authorities
installed metal detectors and limited entry to men over 50 and women. On Sunday, they installed security cameras, a
move that is likely to further inflame tensions.
The security measures are seen by Palestinians and Arab countries as a unilateral attempt by Israel to control the site
-- considered holy by both the Muslim and Jewish communities -- and they have triggered widespread demonstrations
and violent clashes between Palestinians and Israeli security forces.
Aboud, a 24-year-old Palestinian who has never before joined the midday Muslim prayers, says he wanted to stand
alongside Muslims as they worshiped.
"I had a dream since I was a child. I wanted to spread the world with love. I wanted to be the one who plants love in
people's hearts," Aboud told CNN.
Holding a Bible with a cross draped around his neck, he said he didn't feel out of place.
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"I asked my Muslim friends for their permission to pray between them. They were asking me to stand beside them,"
he said.
"My motivation was to stand in solidarity with my Muslim brothers and in solidarity with our Palestinian issue against
the (Israeli) occupation and its policies against our holy sites, whether it's the mosque or the church."
Aboud says he would refuse to walk through a metal detector if one were placed outside the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre in the Old City, the biblical site of the crucifixion of Jesus Christ.
He is urging all Christians to unite with Muslims against what he says is blatant unfairness, and even urged Jews to
stand against Israeli occupation.
Tensions have been high in Jerusalem and the West Bank following the attack on police in the Old City and the
increased security measures.
Aboud sees his small act of inclusiveness as a way of bridging the gap between the region's religions. "I see it as a
sign from God that my dream came true to be the ambassador of goodwill between religions."
http://edition.cnn.com/2017/07/23/middleeast/jerusalem-christian-man-prays-muslims/index.html
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Lawsuit alleges Atlanta principal banned Muslim bus driver for praying
Ellen Eldridge
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
12:02 p.m Monday, July 24, 2017
An Atlanta Public Schools bus driver says a local principal won’t allow her inside one of her assigned schools because
she is a Muslim, according to a federal lawsuit.
Twanesia Crawford, who filed the suit against the school system, said she hasn’t been allowed inside Hope-Hill
Elementary School since the principal caught her praying on an empty school bus during her break in October 2015.

Twanesia Crawford (Credit: Channel 2 Action News)
“I can’t go in,” Crawford tearfully told Channel 2 Action News. “I have to use the bathroom at a gas station.”
An Atlanta Public Schools official told Channel 2 a similar lawsuit filed by Crawford against the principal was
dismissed in 2015.
Crawford started driving buses for APS in 1996 and says used time after dropping children at school to pray because
part of her Islamic faith is to pray daily before the sun rises, according to a lawsuit filed in Atlanta’s district court.
On Oct. 29, 2015, Crawford’s bus became blocked in and she couldn’t get out of the parking lot, the lawsuit states.
“Since it was still dark, and given that Ms. Crawford was unable to move her bus with other vehicles in her path, Ms.
Crawford took the time to lower her head and raise her palms in silent prayer,” the lawsuit states.
The principal knocked on the bus window and asked Crawford what she was doing, Crawford’s attorney, A.J. Lakraj,
told Channel 2.
“She said, ‘I'm praying to Allah,’” Lakraj said. “She had her palms raised and the principal said, 'You can't do that
here. You need to leave.’”
After that interaction, Crawford had to use the restroom and the principal waited by the door as Crawford used the
restroom and then followed her as she left the school, the lawsuit states. Two days later, on Nov. 6, 2015, Crawford
alleges that the principal blocked the bus driver from entering the building.
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Deputy accused of choking wife faces aggravated assault charge

The lawsuit further alleges that on Nov. 13, 2015, after entering Hope-Hill Elementary School to use the restroom,
the principal followed Crawford and told her: “I don’t want you in the building. I don’t want to see you here anymore.”
That’s when Crawford called police. She followed up by filing a grievance with the director of transportation about a
month later, citing violation of her religious freedom, the lawsuit states.
The principal is not named in the current lawsuit, which was filed in January 2016.
http://www.ajc.com/news/local/lawsuit-alleges-atlanta-principal-banned-muslim-bus-driver-forpraying/n3MEeP6CAdtClcWmYXYiCP/
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Racist sign reappears in Saguenay after Musl im cemetery
project revived
PRESSE CANADIENNE
July 20, 2017

A sign bearing the words “Saguenay ville blanche” (Saguenay white city) was posted early Thursday at the Saguenay
cemetery in St-Honoré.
On Monday, in an interview with Le Quotidien, a local newspaper, the Association islamique du Saguenay-Lac-SaintJean announced it would revive a two-year-old plan to establish a Muslim cemetery within the existing Catholic
cemetery at Saint-Honoré.
In the interview, association president Mustapha Elayoubi said the decision to revive the project followed
a controversial referendum a day earlier in St-Apollinaire, southwest of Québec City, that saw a plan to establish a
Muslim cemetery in that municipality defeated by a few votes.
Thursday’s incident is not the first time the logo “Saguenay ville blanche” has appeared in the area. Similar signs
appeared in 2014, as did stickers bearing xenophobic messages.

http://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/racist-sign-reappears-in-saguenay-after-muslim-cemetery-projectrevived
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Sacramento Valley CAIR Receives Quran in a Tub of Lard in the Mail
JULY 19, 2017
BY
ANISCA MILES AND MARK DEMSKY
SACRAMENTO -- The Sacramento Police Department is investigating after the Sacramento Valley Council on
American-Islamic Relations received a strange package in the mail.
"We did not know what would be inside. We thought we saw a book, it was probably the Quran, but we let the
authorities open it," Katelyn Costa, CAIR, said.
The organization received a FedEx package and inside they found a Quran stuffed in a tub of pork lard.

(Photo Courtesy: CAIR Sacramento)
The sender also wrote "menacing" and "hateful" messages inside the pages of the Quran.
The incident happened June 28, just days after two area mosques were vandalized.
On June 24, a burned Quran filled with bacon was left hanging on a handcuff near the Masjid Islamic Center in
Sacramento and on June 23 a driver threw large pieces of the Quran at the Islamic Center of Davis.
Those incidents though were classified as hate crimes, this one however, falls into a different category.
"We are looking into it as hate-related activity. However, there was no actual crime committed," said Linda Matthew
with the Sacramento Police Department.
Although this wouldn't be classified as a hate crime, CAIR members see it as a hateful act.
"Definitely hateful. We're going to let the authorities determine if it's a crime or not. But this is part of a rash of hate
incidents. There were three in June, and it's just part of a larger up-tick in hateful incidents across the country," Costa
said.
Officials from CAIR say that the package was sent from Houston, Texas.
"Through the investigation the detectives were able to determine the package was shipped by a female, white adult in
her 40s or 50s," Matthew said.
The Sacramento Police Department has made no arrests for any of the incidents in June.
"We are currently working with the Regional Terrorism Threat Assessment Center as this behavior is something that
we do not tolerate,” said the Sacramento Police Department in a Statement to FOX40.
http://fox40.com/2017/07/19/sacramento-valley-cair-receives-quran-in-a-tub-of-lard-in-the-mail/
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Muslim running for U.S. Senate praised the Founding Fathers. Then the
diatribes began.
By
Abigail Hauslohner
July 20, 2017
There weren’t a ton of people commenting on U.S. Senate hopeful Deedra Abboud’s campaign Facebook page before
Tuesday.
Then Abboud, a little-known candidate in Arizona’s 2018 Democratic primary, posted a short tribute to the Founding
Fathers, religious freedom and the separation of church and state — and the floodgates opened.
“Sorry no room for Muslims in our government,” wrote Chris Siemers.
“Towel headed piece of s—,” wrote Brian Zappa.
Abboud, a liberal 45-year-old lawyer and first-time political candidate, might be a long shot in red-state Arizona. But
the fact that Abboud, who converted to Islam in her 20s, also wears a visual marker of her faith — a headscarf —
might also have just landed her unlikely campaign in the national spotlight.
“Now, I’m more on the radar. More people know that I’m out there,” Abboud said in an interview Wednesday, noting
a silver lining to the larger “ugliness” that she said the online attacks had exposed.
Originally from Little Rock, Abboud moved to Arizona as a young adult in the late 1990s. She has spent most of her
career since then doing advocacy work, including as the founding director of the Council on American-Islamic
Relations’ Arizona chapter, before attending law school and working as an immigration and estate law attorney.
[In Mississippi, aging Muslim community worries about its future]
Her campaign’s Facebook page is filled with posts on her policy positions in favor of environmental protection, LGBT
rights, health-care access and a higher minimum wage. But it wasn’t until this week, amid the onslaught of xenophobic
and racist insults (many of the negative comments assumed that Abboud is a Middle Eastern immigrant, which she is
not) that other people started to respond to her policy prescriptions as well.
“I’d have to say I agree,” Desiree Miller wrote in response to a post about raising the minimum wage.
“Do you really think that the corporation is going to willingly double their payroll without passing that cost on to the
consumer?” Aaron Kuhne wrote.
Running for political office as a Muslim in 2017 — when nonprofit watchdog groups are recording spikes in antiMuslim rhetoric and harassment across the country — can seem fraught or exceedingly stressful.
President Trump has painted Islam as a religion at odds with American values and Muslim refugees and other
immigrants as potentially part of a Trojan-horse plot aiming to attack or destroy the United States from within.
Such political rhetoric has fueled noticeable spikes in hate crimes, as well as “hate incidents” — typically verbal
attacks such as insults plastered on a Facebook page or hurled in the aisle of a grocery store that don’t rise to the level
of a crime — said Brian Levin, a criminologist and hate-crimes expert at California State University at San Bernardino.
“When political leaders are perceived to make intolerant statements with respect to Islam or pursue political policies
that may appear intolerant, we see a correlation in hate crimes over the short term,” Levin said.
The uptick in harassment has created a “siege mentality” in some Muslim communities, and particularly among recent
immigrants, said Wa’el Alzayat, a former Obama administration official who is now the chief executive of Emgage,
an organization that works to foster political participation and representation for American Muslims.
[U.S. family suing federal government after 11-hour detention on Canadian border]
But paradoxically, Alzayat added, the attacks appear also to have spurred an increase in Muslim political participation,
including in the form of candidates such as Abboud, who says on her campaign website that the “verbal attacks” born
of the 2016 presidential campaign spurred her to quit practicing law and return to advocacy work.
“There’s an awakening here,” said Alzayat, who has never met Abboud but says he will soon reach out to her. “With
what happened in the last campaign and the anti-Muslim rhetoric, I think a lot of the Muslims are looking at America
and they’re thinking, ‘Okay Mom and Dad, I know you’re worried about Iraq, but our own back yard is burning.’ I
think the community is under siege, and a lot of people are responding by getting engaged.”
For Abboud, the first series of verbal attacks came in May, when a pair of right-wing militant groups, the Fraternal
Order of Alt Knights and the Proud Boys, got word of a campaign event she had planned at a Phoenix restaurant and
staged a protest outside. The armed demonstrators alarmed Abboud’s campaign staffers and drew the attention of
police.
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Even after working for years as the director of two Muslim advocacy groups, Abboud appeared to bristle at the idea
of having to spend time on the campaign trail defending Islam or her personal religious beliefs. And it’s unclear how
she plans to manage such challenges.
“If questions about my religion are relevant, then I will answer them,” she said.
But the candidate said she also “expected” such attacks to continue, as she said she would for any minority candidate
in today’s America, and perhaps especially for a Muslim woman such as her.
The silver lining, she suggested, is that the backlash might fuel some necessary reckoning.
Must Reads
5 stories you can't afford to miss, every Saturday.
Sign up
“This is part of what needs to happen in this country,” she said. “We need to have a conversation about what is an
American and who gets to decide.”
It was after midnight Tuesday when Abboud finally went to bed after the initial wave of Facebook comments, thrusting
her for the first time into the national spotlight. And it was around 5 a.m. Wednesday when she was awakened by her
phone still pinging. By then, her campaign had gotten more attention than at any other point since she announced her
candidacy in April.
Sen. Jeff Flake (R-Ariz.) — who Abboud would run against if they both win their primaries — had joined the debate,
too, defending her on Twitter. “Hang in there @deedra2018,” he wrote. “Sorry you have to put up with this. Lots of
wonderful people across AZ. You’ll find them.”
Scores of other people from Arizona and beyond also jumped to Abboud’s defense, with one urging her to “ignore the
haters” and some even pledging their votes.
“Ignore the ignorance and hatred, Deedra. Arizona NEEDS you. You have my vote!” wrote L.J. Roberts.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-nation/wp/2017/07/20/muslim-running-for-u-s-senate-praised-thefounding-fathers-then-the-diatribes-began/?tid=ss_tw&utm_term=.b6f80026ff71
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When A Somali-American Woman Was Attacked, Support Came From
An Unlikely Source
July 21, 2017
Wynne Davis, Jud Esty-Kendall & Emily Martinez

Asma Jama was out to dinner with her family at an Applebee's in Coon Rapids, Minn., in October 2015, when a
woman seated nearby starting getting angry. Why? Jama, who is Somali-American and Muslim, was speaking Swahili
and wearing a hijab.
The woman, Jodie Bruchard-Risch, demanded that Jama speak English — and then smashed Jama in the face with a
glass beer mug.
"I could see it from the doctor's face that it was really bad," says Jama, who is 39. "I had lacerations across my chest,
all over my hands, and 17 total stitches."
Bruchard-Risch pleaded guilty to felony assault charges, admitted she acted out of bias, and served time in jail for the
assault crime.
After the trial ended, Jama found support from an unlikely source — her attacker's sister.
Dawn Sahr, 50, contacted Jama online to see how Jama had been doing in the year since the incident occurred. The
two met in person for the first time when they came to StoryCorps to talk about the attack.
"I wanted to reach out to you so much," Sahr says. "I just wanted to know that you were OK. That was my biggest
concern."
Jama says that was her biggest concern, too.
"I used to be carefree," she says. "I used to go everywhere by myself. I would say hi to strangers, but after what
happened to me, I felt like I had to look over my shoulder every time I go outside."
Sahr says she's sorry for what Jama has had to go through. She's also stopped talking to her sister and hasn't forgiven
her for what she did to Jama, "because then it's telling Jodie that it's OK; and it's not OK."
After what happened in the restaurant, Jama says she doesn't feel like she can speak Swahili in public anymore.
"I realized I don't belong," Jama says. "I have to prove myself every single day and it makes me feel like I had to give
up a lot of who I was."
Sahr says she hopes Jama doesn't feel that way forever.
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"I'm going to pray that you can eventually become the person you used to be," Sahr says.
Jama says she believes she will get there, but it will take her a while.
"For you to stand up for somebody you don't know, and to say that what she did was unacceptable, that meant the world
to me," Jama says.
Since the attack and trial, Jama started traveling to churches and organizations across the Midwest, so people who
have never met a Muslim before can meet one for the first time.
Sahr's sister served 113 days in jail for the crime. Though Bruchard-Risch is out of jail now, Sahr still doesn't speak
to her. Instead, Sahr says she's going to support Jama in any way she can.
"You know, they say blood's thicker than water and you stand behind your family no matter what," Sahr tells Jama.
"Well, you've got to draw the line somewhere, and you're my line."
Audio produced for Morning Edition by Emily Martinez with Jud Esty-Kendall.

StoryCorps is a national nonprofit that gives people the chance to interview friends and loved ones about
their lives. These conversations are archived at the American Folklife Center at the Library of Congress,
allowing participants to leave a legacy for future generations. Learn more, including how to interview
someone in your life, at StoryCorps.org.
Copyright NPR 2017.
Transcript
(SOUNDBITE OF MUSIC)
DAVID GREENE, HOST:
It's Friday and time for StoryCorps - and today, a story about a woman who was attacked in public and who found
support from an unlikely source.
In 2015, Asma Jama was out to dinner with her family at an Applebee's in Coon Rapids, Minn. Asma, who is SomaliAmerican and Muslim, was wearing a hijab and speaking Swahili when a woman seated nearby demanded she speak
English. She then smashed Asma in the face with a beer mug.
ASMA JAMA: I could see it from the doctor's face that it was really bad. I had lacerations across my chest, all over
my hands and 17 total stitches.
GREENE: Asma's attacker was convicted of assault and jailed. After the trial, the attacker's sister, Dawn Sahr,
contacted Asma online. And at StoryCorps, they met in person for the first time.
DAWN SAHR: I wanted to reach out to you so much. I just wanted to know that you were OK. That was my biggest
concern.
JAMA: That was my biggest concern, too. I used to be carefree. I used to go everywhere by myself. I would say hi to
strangers. But after what happened to me, I felt like I have to look over my shoulder every time I go outside.
SAHR: I'm so sorry you had to go through that.
JAMA: Did you stop talking to her because of what she did to me?
SAHR: I did, yeah.
JAMA: Why can't you forgive her?
SAHR: Because then it's telling Jodie that it's OK, and it's not OK.
Do you feel like you can't speak Swahili in public anymore?
JAMA: Yes because I realize I don't belong. I have to prove myself every single day, and - makes me feel like I had
to give up a lot of who I was.
SAHR: I'm going to pray that you can eventually become that person you used to be.
JAMA: I will get there. It's going to take me a while. But for you to stand up for somebody you don't know and to say
that what she did was unacceptable - that meant the world to me.
SAHR: I will support you in any possible way I can. You know, they say blood's thicker than water, and you stand
behind your family no matter what. Well, you've got to draw a line somewhere. And you're my line.
JAMA: Thank you.
http://www.wbur.org/npr/538295334/when-a-somali-american-woman-was-attacked-support-came-from-anunlikely-source

Page | 215

Hate crime prosecution significant for Muslims
By
Jon Wilcox
July 15, 2017

Marq Vincent Perez was arraigned in June at the U.S. Courthouse in Corpus Christi for crimes relating to the January
arson of the Victoria Islamic Center. Jon Wilcox for The Victoria Advocate

The looming prosecution of Marq Vincent Perez may send a message that
American Muslims have equal protection under the law.
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"Muslims in Texas and the U.S. want to see the system work to protect them," said Corey Saylor, spokesman for the
Council on American-Islamic Relations. "Oftentimes, Muslims are concerned that authorities will look the other way.
This case, so far, is not at all (that)."
So far in 2017, the council has noted 85 incidents in which U.S. mosques were the targets of prejudice, making this
year on track to surpass 2015, the year with the most anti-mosque incidents since 2001, Saylor said.
Perez, 25, of Victoria, was indicted on federal hate crime and arson charges June 22, more than four months after fire
destroyed the Victoria Islamic Center. A week later, he pleaded not guilty to those charges at an arraignment in Corpus
Christi.
The case is currently set in Victoria, and a trial, if it occurs, should happen at the federal courthouse in Victoria.
Perez faces a maximum sentence of 40 years in a federal prison and up to $750,000 in fines.
Road to trial
Perez could appear before a jury by early 2018, said Victoria criminal defense attorney Micah Hatley, who spoke
speculatively.
Before Perez can have his day in court, the prosecution and defense first must agree upon deadlines, how information
and evidence will be shared and who will serve as expert witnesses among other details through a series of pretrial
hearings, Hatley said.
"Due to the substantial evidence, it could take some time to go through it and make decisions," Hatley said. "It's also
a high-profile case, so you want to make decisions with a lot of thought."
The first pretrial hearing is set for 3 p.m. Wednesday at the Martin Luther King Jr. Federal Building in Victoria.
At that hearing, a trial date is likely to be set, although a trial still could be delayed by unexpected circumstances,
Hatley said.
But Victoria criminal defense attorney Alex Hernandez said despite the uncertainty inherent to criminal court
procedure, federal courts tend to have more structure than state district courts.
"Federal judges are wanting to move the caseload faster and with more efficiency," Hernandez said.
Pleas and deals
Perez's initial plea of not guilty is hardly uncommon, Hatley said.
"At this stage of the case, almost 100 percent of people charged with crimes are going to be pleading not guilty at their
arraignment hearings," he said. "You can always change your plea to guilty."
If Perez decides to change his plea, he will need to do so before a deadline, which will likely be set by a judge at a
pretrial conference, he said.
Plea deals, which may be common in state district court, are almost unheard of at the federal level, Hatley said.
When it comes to federal sentencing, which is conducted by a judge rather than a jury, pleading guilty can make a
lesser sentence more likely, he said.
As such, the vast majority of federal cases end with guilty pleas, said Victoria criminal defense attorney Eddie
Wilkinson.
While investigators and prosecutors mostly have kept silent about what kind of evidence they plan to use, some details
have come out through court documents and hearings.
The prosecution and defense must pore over an abundance of information, which includes a 26-page report about the
cause of the fire, thousands of Perez's online communications and more than 10,000 pages of documents, according
to court documents.
At a March hearing to determine Perez's bond, a special agent from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives testified investigators learned details from confidential informants and Perez's Facebook communications.
According to that special agent's testimony, those informants were with Perez on the night of the fire as well as on a
previous burglary at the mosque.
But testimony from confidential informants, Wilkinson said, can present problems for prosecutors - especially when
they may have participated in the crime in question.
"If the witness made a deal, the jury needs to know that," he said. "What if they are not talking truthfully and just
trying to get out of the crime itself?"
Jurors and justice
Finding jurors who have not been exposed to news reports about the case may be difficult "unless they have been in a
closet somewhere," Hernandez said.
As long as jurors can make a decision based on the evidence and testimony presented in trial, exposure to media should
not exclude them, Wilkinson said.
"Generally, jurors are going to say 'Yeah, I can be fair,'" he said.
Jurors will be selected not only from Victoria County but also from neighboring counties, including Refugio, DeWitt,
Jackson, Calhoun, Goliad and Lavaca counties, Hernandez said.
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And unlike in state district courts, a judge will conduct interviews and select jurors rather than leave the task to
attorneys, he said.
That selection process and other court procedures serve a vital purpose, Hatley said.
However complicated and cryptic the process may seem, it is to uphold justice not only for the victims of the fire but
also for the defendant.
"There's a process," Hatley said. "Even for someone considered the bad guy, there has to be a fair trial."
https://www.victoriaadvocate.com/news/2017/jul/15/trial-a-possibility-for-mosque-arson-suspect/
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Minneapolis hate crime hot line becomes a lightning rod
Critics say hot line could end up chilling free expression
By
Andy Mannix Star Tribune
JULY 17, 2017

ELIZABETH FLORES, STAR TRIBUNEA U of M student made his way across the Washington Avenue Bridge
seemingly unaware of the graffiti that is rousing controversy over a "build the wall" message that university college
Republicans painted on the bridge, and others painted over, Tuesday, October 4, 2016 in Minneapolis, MN.More
The University of Minnesota’s College Republicans lit up a heated debate after painting the pro-Trump slogan “Build the
Wall” on a campus bridge, a move that prompted protests and calls for its removal.
Instead, in the tumult leading to the 2016 election, University President Eric Kaler defended the mural as protected speech —
denouncing the vandal who scrawled “Stop White Supremacy” over the sign.
Debate over the limits of free speech and whether it should be policed has intensified since the election. An increase in
documented crimes against Muslims in Minnesota, combined with incidents nationally, have immigrant and minority
communities on high alert. The Department of Justice acknowledges that many hate crimes are not reported to law
enforcement, making trends difficult to track.
In June the city of Minneapolis launched a new statewide hot line for reporting hate crimes, joining cities such as New York
City, Washington, D.C., and Seattle. In the announcement, Velma Korbel, director of the city’s Department of Civil Rights,
warned of a rise in bigotry and xenophobia and said that, “in no uncertain terms,” hate-based actions had no place in
Minneapolis, including “hate-motivated speech.”
How this will be enforced is yet to be seen, but trying to crack down on speech gets into legally tricky territory, said Jane
Kirtley, media ethics and law professor at the University of Minnesota. The problem, she said, is that most speech — even
hateful and demeaning speech — is protected under the First Amendment, a fact reaffirmed by the U.S. Supreme Court in
June.
Colliding with First Amendment
When government tries to make decisions in investigating speech, it runs the risk of colliding with the First Amendment and
creating a chilling effect, Kirtley said. That exposes a potential danger of the city’s new hot line, she said. “This is one of these
things that strikes me as well-intentioned but probably not very well thought out in terms of what the constitutional
implications would be.”
In Minnesota, there is no clear definition of “hate speech” or any single law addressing it. Some speech may be illegal under
the Human Rights Act, designed to combat certain types of discrimination, such as in housing or the workplace. Speech may
also reach the threshold of a criminal statute, such as “terroristic threats,” defined as a threat with the intent of committing a
violent crime.
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The law covering hate crimes is rarely simple. In November 2015, when Allen Scarsella shot protesters outside a Minneapolis
police station, community members dogged prosecutors for declining to charge the incident as a hate crime. But under
Minnesota law, they could have sought only a “penalty enhancement,” which would have actually been a lesser charge than
the multiple felonies Scarsella faced.
Other high-profile incidents in Minnesota have sparked calls for hate crime charges and have even inspired lawmakers to push
for stiffer penalties, though the measure did not pass. Last October, a woman was arrested after hitting another woman in the
face with a beer glass because she was speaking her native Swahili in a Coon Rapids restaurant. Swastikas have appeared on
north Minneapolis buildings and on a Jewish student’s dorm door at the U.
Korbel said these incidents and community concerns started conversations last summer about how to more effectively address
crimes of bias.
“What we were hearing was that there were people who were afraid, who were nervous, who were insecure and who were
uncertain about their place in the community,” Korbel said.
The city launched the hot line in June. In its first three weeks, it received 30 complaints — nine fewer than recorded by
Minneapolis police in 2016. Of those, 14 have been deemed “viable” — ranging from assault to property damage — said
Korbel, meaning they warranted further investigation.
The hot line has fast become a focal point of criticism in the blogosphere, where it was called a political move designed to
quell speech in the wake of President Donald Trump’s election. One website dubbed it a “Sharia Hotline for Hate Speech
Snitches” and included a comment by former Minnesota congresswoman Michele Bachmann, who labeled the hot line a
stealthy means of imposing “Islamic anti-blasphemy laws on non-Muslims.”
Korbel said no complaints about speech have been made so far. But Korbel’s mere mention of speech in the initial
announcement raised suspicions, said John Hinderaker, president of conservative think tank Center of the American
Experiment.
Drawing the line legally
“The vast majority of actions and speech that are motivated by hate are legal,” said Hinderaker, who proclaimed free speech
as dead in Minneapolis on the conservative blog Power Line. “It’s not a slight error. It’s frankly an astonishing misstatement
of the law.”
Korbel disputed that contention. She said the hot line is an expansion of services already offered in the city, such as the 311
hot line, that don’t favor one political affiliation or religion over another. When somebody makes a viable complaint, the city
passes it on to the police, FBI or the civil rights department.
“The hot line is not a tool to curtail anybody’s free speech, nor is it set up to compel anybody to worship or not worship in a
way that they choose,” she said. “I would stress that anybody that believes that they’ve been the victim of a crime that’s based
on their race, or their national origin, their gender, their gender identity, their religion — anybody can call the hot line number.”
Teresa Nelson, legal director for Minnesota’s American Civil Liberties Union chapter, said the line between hate crimes and
protected actions or speech can be gray, and “the devil is going to be in the details” of how the city handles complaints in that
murky territory. Nelson and other civil liberty advocates say they hope the hot line will help law enforcement and politicians
better understand the nature and prevalence of these types of incidents.
Jaylani Hussein, executive director of CAIR Minnesota, a Muslim civil rights and legal advocacy organization, said the hot
line is a “welcome initiative,” but he hopes it leads to more comprehensive work on stopping acts of discrimination, such as
training for law enforcement on how to more effectively investigate when bias isn’t blatantly obvious.
“We definitely need more resources allocated for prevention and awareness,” said Hussein. “There aren’t really any resources
available for hate crimes, or dealing with hate crimes, at all.”

https://t.co/lUta6G8mZq
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Islamic centre destroyed in ‘arson attack’ in Manchester
Richard Hartley-Parkinson
Monday 17 Jul 2017
8K

Firfighters were called to the Nasfat Islamic Centre late last night (Picture: MEN)
An Islamic centre in Manchester has suffered significant damage following a suspected arson attack overnight.
Manchester Fire Brigade were called at around 11.40pm yesterday evening and police this morning confirmed they
are treating it as suspicious.
A spokesman for the centre told the Manchester Evening News that they had received a call to say the building ‘was
being attacked’.
Emergency services confirmed that the fire at the Manchester Nasfat Islamic Centre on Droylsedon Road was being
investigated.
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In image from the scene shows the damage inside the Islamic centre
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Firefighters tackled the fire before it spread to neighbouring buildings (Picture: MEN)
Flames appeared to come out of the roof and lit up the sky and surrounding buildings.
Greater Manchester Fire and Rescue Service said: ‘We were called at 11.43pm to Droylsden Road in Newton Heath
to reports of a fire. We sent five pumps to the scene and an investigation is now underway.’
The mosque has previously been targeted with two pigs’ heads thrown into the building while people were praying
and a minibus was destroyed in an arson attack in 2014.
Greater Manchester Police said the fire is being treated as suspicious and a joint investigation has been launched.
This afternoon the force confirmed that the offender forced open a window before pouring an accelerant inside.
Detective Chief Inspector Paul Walker of GMP’s City of Manchester Borough, said: ‘People are understandably
shocked that someone has attacked a place of worship.
‘We are investigating this as a hate crime which has damaged a place of worship used by members of the Nigerian
community.
‘Hate crime is often under reported for a number of reasons, but people should have the confidence in coming forward,
as no one should be the subject of hate and intolerance.’
http://metro.co.uk/2017/07/17/mosque-suffers-significant-damage-after-arson-attack-in-manchester6784748/#ixzz4poFtR7lq
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EDITORIAL: Questions for the haters
July 17, 2017

Attacks against the local Muslim community and responses to those acts of hate sent us over the edge last week.
A few responses to news that vandals spray-painted vulgarities to Allah and tried spelling the same in bacon in front
of the Islamic Center of Murfreesboro read:
• "Cool"
• "It's bacon!!! Is it really a crime... Since when in America did bacon become a crime"
• "Fake hate crime by the liberal media" (later deleted)
• "So... are the patriots in the (surveillance) video now up for an award?"
This crime and these comments left us with a few questions, like what on God's green earth is wrong with people?
The definition of a hate crime according to the FBI: a traditional offense like murder, arson or vandalism with an
added element of bias... against a race, religion, disability, sexual orientation, ethnicity, gender or gender identity.
We think most folks would agree last week's events fit the bill. Covering vandalism at our community's mosque doesn't
make us "liberal media" anymore than covering vandalized churches in the past makes us conservative. It's simply the
nature of our job as a news organization.
Would Facebook's armchair experts say the same things if vandalism found outside the front entrance of a church or
synagogue spelled an obscenity in lamb's blood, symbolic for Christians and Jews?
• Would it be "cool" if someone tagged the wall with "F--- Jesus" or "F--- God?"
• "It's animal blood!!! Is it really a crime... Since when in America did animal blood become a crime"
• "Fake hate crime by the Christian/Jewish media"
• "So... are the patriots in the (surveillance) video now up for an award?"
We think people of those faiths might (rightly) feel threatened by such actions.
According to the non-profit Human Rights Watch, citing data from the Council on American-Islamic Relations, hate
crimes against the Muslim community have risen the past two years. Although reporting of hate crimes is highly
inaccurate according to the organization itself, the study states attacks on mosques and Muslims rose 67 percent from
2014 to 2015, then another 44 percent from 2015 to 2016.
What exactly do the haters contribute to society?
• Do they install and stock little libraries in our community to encourage literacy?
• Do they collect restaurant gift cards for The Journey Home?
• Do they host a giant Thanksgiving meal where everyone is welcome, so no one has to eat alone?
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•

Did they rally to help a refugee family have a Christian funeral for their father, taken too soon after fleeing a
brutal, devastating war?
• Did they partner with Murfreesboro Cold Patrol to create a meal voucher program at Kwik Sack, where the
homeless folks hang out? Cold Patrol's director says the Muslim community has been one of the (Christian)
nonprofit's biggest supporters.
This isn't even half of what the local Muslim community does to make Murfreesboro a better place to live and raise a
family.
So what on God's green earth is wrong with people? Here's our best guess.
These vandals and those who endorse their crimes have never known someone different than themselves. They never
wander outside their fishbowl, living their lives with similar people who hold similar values and share similar beliefs.
Perhaps these beliefs make them think it's OK to hate another person, a neighbor, the color of their skin or who they
love.
Dr. Sbenaty said last Tuesday night "the people of Murfreesboro, the people of Rutherford County, the people of
Tennessee, the people of the United States, are way above hatred, are way above racism."
He believes it, and we wish we could too. But the vandals who sprayed slurs on the walls and pavement of the Islamic
Center obviously aren't above hatred or racism. The Facebook trolls don't appear to be above such behavior, either.
According to the FBI, hate is not a crime. And as a news outlet, we cherish the freedom of speech.
But as people, it hurts to read such callousness, indifference and hatred towards those we call neighbors.
Agree? Disagree? Let us know by emailing editor@murfreesboropost.com. Please include your name, address and
phone number if you would like your response to be published.
http://www.murfreesboropost.com/editorial-questions-for-the-haters-cms-47242
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City Posts Signs Depicting How To Help Defuse Islamophobic Situations
July 17, 2017
Lisa Creamer
City workers are putting up PSA posters around Boston Monday in a new initiative to show people how to safely step
in and help stop incidents of Islamophobic harassment.
The cartoons depict a public transit scene where a disheartened-lookingwoman wearing a hijab sits while an irate
person towers above her in a threatening manner. Another young woman looks on before deciding to intervene.
The step-by-step instructions, city officials said, encourage bystanders to quickly strike up conversations with
Muslims being assailed by strangers, in hopes the actions will help disrupt the abuse, make victims feel safer and less
alienated, and help disempower perpetrators.
The posters also stress that both bystanders and victims should ignore the attacker, which city officials said in a
statement is an approach called "non-complementary behavior." The logic is that harassers will stop or go away as
others' reactions deviate from their expectations and as they lose a captive audience.

The poster offers people instructions on how to intervene when witnessing incidents of Islamophobic harassment.
(Courtesy city of Boston)
The posters, which were originally designed in 2015 by a Paris-based artist known as Maeril, are being placed on cityowned furniture in about 50 locations, officials said. Other cities, like San Francisco and New York, have launched
similar campaigns.
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The initiative follows recent charges against a man for allegedly yelling anti-Muslim slurs at a 61-year-old woman
who was wearing a headscarf and riding the Orange Line.
"It's an awkward place to be in, when you see someone being harassed," said Faisa Sharif, Boston's citywide Somali
neighborhood service liaison. "[The poster] does feature a Muslim woman, a woman in hijab. But I think it applies
across all people from different backgrounds who are just in a tense situation in public or being harassed in public."
Yusufi Vali, executive director of the Islamic Society of Boston Cultural Center, said he feels the city's initiative is
timely.
"The climate across the nation is certainly different under the current White House administration," Vali said. "The
Boston-Muslim community is feeling what the rest of the nation is feeling: a lot of uncertainty and a sense of
insecurity."
He said he felt heartened by the city's efforts to make Muslims feel welcome.
"We are touched by the mayor's team taking this on," Vali said. "It speaks to how Boston truly is a home for its
Muslims."
The number of reported hate crimes targeting Muslims tripled from 5 in 2015 to 19 in 2016, according to a Boston
Globe analysis of Boston police data.
http://www.wbur.org/news/2017/07/17/boston-islamophobic-harassment-psa
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A Pre-Teen Takes On Middle School and Islamophobia in New Book
‘Amina’s Voice’
BY
LAKSHMI GANDHI
Hena Khan clearly remembers being in school and listening to teachers and her fellow students mangle her name. She
knew she wanted to include those moments when it came time for her to write “Amina’s Voice,” her new middlegrade novel about a piano playing Pakistani-American sixth grader who loves "The Voice" and sometimes struggles
to fit in.

In the book, Amina is startled when her best friend Soojin suddenly announces she is going to change her name to
something more Western when her family officially becomes American citizens.
“[W]e had always been the only kids in elementary school with names that everyone stumbled over,” Amina recalled.
“It’s always been one of our ‘things.’”
For Khan, those hurt feelings were quite familiar. “That did come from my own experiences,” Khan told NBC News.
“I had a friend making that decision and I drew from that.”
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While Khan has written Muslim-themed children’s books before — including the picture book “It’s Ramadan, Curious
George” — "Amina’s Voice" is her first geared toward middle schoolers. A mother of two, Khan noted how hard it
can be to find books with strong Muslim characters for children.
“We had always been the only kids in elementary school with names that everyone stumbled over.”
“I never saw myself portrayed in the the books I read growing up,” she said, adding that part of the reason she was
inspired to create Amina’s story was because parents who had purchased her picture books were asking her for book
recommendations that would be appropriate for older readers.
Khan also noted that the search for those books may become a bit easier in the months ahead: “Amina’s Voice” is the
first book released by Salaam Reads, a new imprint that was created by Simon and Schuster last year.

The cover of 'Amina's Voice'
“I feel tremendously honored [that my book is their first title,” Khan said. “And not only do I feel honored, there’s
also the anticipation of waiting to see what the rest of the books will be.”
But “Amina’s Voice” is not just about the ups and downs of middle school life. As Amina tries to concentrate on
school and her music, two harmful, real-life events get in her way. The first occurs when a great uncle visiting from
Pakistan becomes indignant about her piano playing and declares to Amina’s parents that it is “un-Islamic.”
“A friend of mine said that his nephew who attended Sunday school at a nearby mosque had a question on a quiz
about God hating music, which made me imagine my music-loving son hearing that,” said Khan. “Of course there are
people who believe that [music is forbidden.] But I wanted to introduce the idea that Muslims are not a monolith.”
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The second event that shakes Amina’s world was far more frightening. The mosque her family has always attended is
vandalized and severely damaged by a fire that is suspected to be part of a hate crime.
RELATED: With #MuslimShelfSpace, Muslim Authors Get The Spotlight
“For children who are experiencing this, they can realize that they aren’t alone. They can see people coming together
as a community in an ideal way.”
“It’s so unfortunately timely. In a way, it’s comforting that this important conversation about something that is so
scary for children is addressed in a book,” Khan said, noting that the mosque in Maryland she attended growing up
had also faced threats in the past month. “For children who are experiencing this, they can realize that they aren’t
alone. They can see people coming together as a community in an ideal way.”
Ultimately, Khan says that she hopes both Muslim and non-Muslim readers find a connection to Amina.
“I really hope girls from all backgrounds find a friend in Amina, especially those who may not have met a Muslim
before,” she said. “I also hope that little Muslim girls can be inspired by Amina’s journey and find the confidence to
use their voices and pride in their identity.”
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/teen-takes-middle-school-islamophobia-new-book-amina-s-voicen739191?cid=sm_npd_nn_tw_aa
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CAIR: Hate crimes against Muslims spike after Trump win
Advocacy group says Islamophobic abuse rose 91 percent in first half of 2017,
compared with same period last year.

CAIR warned that 2017 could be the worst year for US Muslims if anti-Islam bias and hate crimes continue at this
rate [File: Reuters]
The number of anti-Muslim hate crimes in the United States rose 91 percent in the first half of the year compared with
the same period in 2016, according to a leading Muslim advocacy and civil rights group.
In a report published on Monday, the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) said hate crimes have spiked
since 2016, which was the worst year on record for anti-Muslim incidents since the group began its documenting
system in 2013.
The number of bias incidents in the first half of 2017 also rose by 24 percent compared with the first six months of
2016, CAIR said.
READ MORE: Anti-Muslim groups 'tripled in US since Trump campaign'
"The presidential election campaign and the Trump administration have tapped into a seam of bigotry and hate that
has resulted in the targeting of American Muslims and other
minority groups," said Zainab Arain, a CAIR coordinator
working to monitor and combat Islamophobia.
Top five types of abuses:
"If acts of bias impacting the American Muslim community
continue as they have been, 2017 could be one of the worst years
▪ Harassment: 16 percent
ever for such incidents."
▪ Hate crimes: 15 percent
The most common form of Islamophobia from April to June this
▪ FBI targeting: 12 percent
year involved harassment, defined by CAIR as non-violent or
▪ Intimidation: 12 percent
non-threatening incidents.
▪ Customs and Border Protection: 8
The second was hate crimes, involving physical violence or
percent
property damage.
In the 347 cases in which the gender of the victims was identified,
males accounted for 57 percent, and females for 43 percent.
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READ MORE: How US groups spread hate via the Islamophobia industry
Victims were most likely to be targeted at their homes, followed by a highway, road, alley or street. In third place
were air, train or bus terminals, the report said.
CAIR said the most common trigger of anti-Muslim bias incidents in 2017 remains the victim's ethnicity or national
origin, accounting for 32 percent of the total.
"20 percent of incidents occurred because of an individual being perceived as Muslim. A Muslim woman's headscarf
was a trigger in 15 percent of incidents," it added.
The group based its report on data gathered from reported and witnessed cases but acknowledged that under-reporting
was a challenge, with many victims failing to notify law enforcement or community institutions.
According to CAIR's 2016 report, anti-Muslim hate incidents rose more than 40 percent compared with 2015.
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/07/cair-hate-crimes-muslims-spike-trump-win-170718034249621.html

Page | 232

UNDER TRUMP, ANTI-MUSLIM HATE CRIMES HAVE INCREASED
AT AN ALARMING RATE
BY
JANICE WILLIAMS
7/17/17 AT 6:05 PM
There were more than 940 reports of potential bias incidents involving the targeting of Muslims between April and
June, according to a report released by the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) on Monday. Of those, the
organization determined 451 stemmed from anti-Muslim bias, which contributed to a 91 percent increase in antiMuslim hate crimes during the first half of the year as compared to the same time period in 2016.
Nonviolent and nonthreatening instances of harassment accounted for 16 percent of the incidents involving Muslims
between April 1 and June 30, while outright hate crimes—in which violence or a physical altercation was involved—
accounted for 15 percent. Incidents in which Muslims were inappropriately targeted by the FBI made up 12 percent
of cases.
People were targeted at their places of residence in 17 percent of the reports, while 14 percent involved Muslim who
were on walking the streets or driving their cars. Another 13 percent faced anti-Muslim bias while flying or traveling
by bus or train. About 33 percent of incidents took place at a mosque or Islamic center, and 9 percent occurred at
schools.
Daily Emails and Alerts - Get the best of Newsweek delivered to your inbox
Of the incidents reported, CAIR identified triggering factors for 358, including a victim’s ethnicity or national origin—
32 percent—and preconceived notions of a victim being a Muslim—20 percent. Fifteen percent of incidents were
triggered by the presence of a headscarf or hijab. Forty-six percent of the people targeted were from Middle Eastern
and North African countries.
Of the number of crimes identified to be based on anti-Muslim bias, the CAIR report said 126 had been investigated
by federal agencies between April 1 and June 30.
Although the CAIR report did not cite President Donald Trump’s rhetoric toward Muslims as a factor in the increased
anti-Muslim bias in the U.S., a previous report conducted by researchers at California State University’s Center for
the Study of Hate and Extremism found that bias crimes against various minorities and religious groups were up some
20 percent since Trump’s election win in November. The majority of the crimes documented were against Muslims
and individuals recognized as belonging to the LGBT community.
On multiple occasions during his campaign, Trump made harsh statements regarding “Islamic terrorists” and
promoted a stronger vetting system to identify immigrants with “ties to radical ideology.”
About 3.3 million people in the United States are Muslim, according to a Pew Research Center report released in May.
http://www.newsweek.com/hate-crime-america-muslims-trump-638000

Page | 233

Anti-Muslim hate crimes rise alarmingly in US
Mohammed Elshamy

Bias incidents up 24 percent on year compared to first half of 2016, advocacy group says

WASHINGTON
The number of anti-Muslim hate crimes rose 91 percent in the first half of the year compared with the same period in
2016, a leading Muslim advocacy group said Monday.
The Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) said the number of hate crimes spiked from the corresponding
period of 2016, which was the worst year for anti-Muslim incidents since the civil rights organization began its current
documenting system in 2013.
According to the report, the number of bias incidents in the first half of 2017 also rose by 24 percent on year.
“The presidential election campaign and the Trump administration have tapped into a seam of bigotry and hate that
has resulted in the targeting of American Muslims and other minority groups,” said Zainab Arain, coordinator in
CAIR’s Department to Monitor and Combat Islamophobia.
“If acts of bias impacting the American Muslim community continue as they have been, 2017 could be one of the
worst years ever for such incidents.”
The most frequent type of incidents documented by CAIR in the second quarter of 2017 involved harassment, defined
as a non-violent or non-threatening incident. The second most common type of bias incidents were hate crimes and
involved physical violence or property damage.
CAIR said the most prevalent trigger of anti-Muslim bias incidents in 2017 remains the victim's ethnicity or national
origin, accounting for 32 percent of the total.
"Twenty percent of incidents occurred because of an individual being perceived as Muslim. A Muslim woman’s
headscarf was a trigger in 15 percent of incidents," it added.
The report dataset is drawn primarily from the intakes CAIR conducts each year. With each case, civil rights and legal
staff seek to ensure the highest possible level of accuracy.
According to CAIR's 2016 report, anti-Muslim hate incidents rose over 40 percent compared to 2015, with a 44 percent
increase in hate crimes targeting Muslims as well as a 57 percent increase in anti-Muslim bias incidents during that
time.
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Anti-Muslim hate crimes rise alarmingly in US
Asia & Americas
July 18, 2017 at 5:34 am

The number of anti-Muslim hate crimes rose 91 percent in the first half of the year compared with the same period in
2016, a leading Muslim advocacy group said Monday.
The Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) said the number of hate crimes spiked from the corresponding
period of 2016, which was the worst year for anti-Muslim incidents since the civil rights organization began its current
documenting system in 2013.
According to the report, the number of bias incidents in the first half of 2017 also rose by 24 percent on year.
“The presidential election campaign and the Trump administration have tapped into a seam of bigotry and hate that
has resulted in the targeting of American Muslims and other minority groups,” said Zainab Arain, coordinator in
CAIR’s Department to Monitor and Combat Islamophobia.
“If acts of bias impacting the American Muslim community continue as they have been, 2017 could be one of the
worst years ever for such incidents.”
Read:Fighting the Wrong Enemy, why Americans Hate Muslims
The most frequent type of incidents documented by CAIR in the second quarter of 2017 involved harassment, defined
as a non-violent or non-threatening incident. The second most common type of bias incidents were hate crimes and
involved physical violence or property damage.
CAIR said the most prevalent trigger of anti-Muslim bias incidents in 2017 remains the victim’s ethnicity or national
origin, accounting for 32 percent of the total.
“Twenty percent of incidents occurred because of an individual being perceived as Muslim. A Muslim woman’s
headscarf was a trigger in 15 percent of incidents,” it added.
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#MuslimBan
The report dataset is drawn primarily from the intakes CAIR conducts each year. With each case, civil rights and legal
staff seek to ensure the highest possible level of accuracy.
According to CAIR’s 2016 report, anti-Muslim hate incidents rose over 40 percent compared to 2015, with a 44
percent increase in hate crimes targeting Muslims as well as a 57 percent increase in anti-Muslim bias incidents during
that time.
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20170718-anti-muslim-hate-crimes-rise-alarmingly-in-us/
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