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About the Compendium

This is a monthly compendium of news reports and opinion pieces published in the western media
during November and December 2016 on issues related to Islam and Muslims. Western media has
more often been found to be painting Islam and Muslims as a global threat and danger for the
world peace. It has launched an outlaw campaign against Islam and Muslims to vandalize its bright
face. For the accomplishment of this unethical campaign, media everyday float new diabolic terms
to target Islam and Muslims.
To observe the frequency of western media packaging Islam and Muslims negatively, the Centre
for Research on Islam and Global Media (CRIGM) collected the news stories and leading
artciles published in the western newspapers, matched them with the indicators of Islamophobia
and found abundant negative contents, highlighted, and published them in a bound form. CRIGM
is not only observing western media on issues concerning Islam and Muslim societies but has an
eye on entire array of media invluding electronic, broadcast, online and social media as well. Very
soon, it will start publishing the reports for every medium separately.
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Preface

Media has long intruded into society, continuously raising questions about popular trends and
blurring the line between public and private, which is explicit from the fact that religion, supposed
to be private in secular western societies, is becoming is becoming public at a rapid pace. The
compendium in hand is an attempt to bring out this development vis-a- vis Muslims’ movement in
western cultures in recent times and a wave of Islamophobia that followed it.
Department of Media and Communication Studies, International Islamic University Islamabad,
has taken up the task of putting on the round what western media reports about Muslims negatively.
Under the leadership of able professors, a team of researchers, students, and faculty members is
keenly monitoring international media, so that a line is drawn to indicate what has gone wrong.
The aim of this research activity is only to show the world that we are watching it and we are
willing to make it right. The message is: Together we can do it. This monthly edition covers US
election 2016 campaign considerably. This campaign has a dimension which has been underresearched: it has jerked out stronghold of mainstream media on a modern society and told the
world that social media is the future. Almost all mainstream media houses, we are telling the world
that Donald J. Trump is not the white man for the White House but the social media was saying
otherwise and election results proved that the social media is more into society than mainstream
one.
On the other hand, this election campaign has torn the mask of civility off the face of the world’s
super power as at least 437 incidents of violence against Muslims were reported only within five
days after Trump’s election (Nov 9-14).
The core research team has prepared an executive summary of Islamophobia related incidents
reported in the Western media. Most shocking are the attacks on Hijab wearing Muslim women.
Apart from Islamophobia, it indicates towards gender discrimination in the US society in particular
and western societies in general. Hillary Clinton herself has been a victim of this gender
discrimination with Trump trying to shame her in presidential debates because of her husband’s
infamous affairs. Washington Post come in issuing absence photos of Trump’s wife in a blatant
bid on body shaming the would-be First Lady of the country. The fact that western state dignitaries
refuse to wear Hijab when they go to Muslims countries speaks, volume about cultural pluralism
of Muslim societies, or at least these are not as closed as western media portrays them to be.
Secondly, a concentrated drive to threaten centers of Muslim gathering has acquired a daunting
magnitude. Deliberate attempts were made to defile these centers and western religious right dug
out historical disputes. The notions of clash of civilization was strengthened in this brief period
and Muslims societies felt threatened all over the globe.
Our monthly reviews of western media are not but milestones tracking which the global society
can scale down conflicts. These are the chapters of modern history seeing which we can change
because it is so ugly that we can’t live with.
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Introduction

Department of Media and Communication Studies at International Islamic University, Islamabad
feels proud to announce the launch of Islam and Muslims in Global Media compendium for
November / December 2016 as its first initiative under the recently established Centre for Research
on Islam and Global Media (CRIGM). This compendium would shed some light on western media
discourses on Islam, Muslim societies and other related issues including but not limited to
Islamophobia etc.
The compendium documents variety of media reports and leading articles and highlights the
polemical approaches and negativities by highlighting and making them appear in bold. These
media reports and opinion pieces have been retrived using LexisNexis for a period from November
01, 2016 to December 31, 2016. The search (key) words were Islam and Muslims and media from
North America, Europe and Australia were selected for data retrieval. A total of over 2500 pages
of news reports and leading articles from print media were retrieved in the search on our given key
words. Out of them, some of the reports are made part of this compendium as being highly negative
in nature. The reports with minor tendency of negativity torwards Muslims and Islam were
excluded to avoid this compendium becoming huge enough to handle.
A summary analysis of media negativities has been made to provide a glimpse of how media have
been treating Islam and Muslims in their reports and leading articles.
For this initiative and other associated tasks, CRIGM is highly indebted to Professor Dr. Suliman
Abdullah Aba Al-Khail, Pro-Chancellor IIUI and Rector Al-Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic
University, Riyadh, KSA; Professor Dr. Masoom Yasinzai, Rector IIUI and Professor Dr. Ahmed
Yousif Ahmed Al-Draiweesh for their relentless support and guidance.

6

How to read it
CRIGM has compiled this book having the ease of readers in mind. For quick readers the antiIslam and Muslims contents hve been bolded and underlined. The Summary/round up of each
region has been presented separately. To read negative contents in its context, the whole news
stories are given region wise. The negative contents against Islam, Muslims and Muslim Societies
have been picked up and placed separately at the end of this compendium with the name of
highlights.
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Methodology of Data Collection

The Centre for Research on Islam and Global Media (CRIGM) has adopted a comprehensive
strategy to monitor the Islamophobic content in the Western media as we see that Islamophobia
has been on rise critically in the West and at times it turns violent as in the case of US Presidential
elections 2016, where so many hate related incidents, have been reported against Muslims on the
basis of their faith and identity. This situation demands an extensive and thorough approach to
counter prejudice against Islam and Muslims in the West. We need multi-faceted approach for this
purpose and CRIGM has initiated the most important and the basic one by observing and
monitoring the Islamophobic discourse in the Western globalized media, this will help us to
comprehend the prevailing state and level of hatred and hostility towards Islam and Muslims.
We have developed a mechanism to monitor and observe the Western media regularly to obtain
relevant content, CRIGM team closely watch Western media and emphasize on news stories and
content related to Islam and Muslims to collect the data. We examine all the news content in the
Western media on Islam and Muslims and focus on those stories where Muslims are being
portrayed negatively or reported as victims of bigotry and prejudice. We have categorized Western
media into three regions, United States & North America, Europe & United Kingdom and
Australia & New Zealand. CRIGM maintains daily media watch by monitoring all forms of media
including Electronic media, Print Media, online and Social Media. CRIGM is also utilizing the
corporate data dissemination services like LexisNexis to get the most relevant content. Data of this
very monthly compendium has been collected through online data service provider LexisNexis by
searching news content related to two words Islam and Muslims for the period of November and
December, 2016 and comprising of regions of United states and Europe & UK. This has provided
hundreds of news stories related to Islam and Muslims and we have read each story thoroughly
and used those stories as our data where hatred and negativities have been found against Muslims
and Islam. We have highlighted and underlined the Islamophobic content in news stories also give
whole text to provide full context of stories so that readers can have clear idea about the perspective
and background of news stories of prejudice and bigotry against Muslims and Islam in the Western
media.
This very monthly compendium consists of only print media news content of two regions, USA
and Europe & UK. We have collected data from diverse news websites of main stream newspapers
as well as regional newspapers of those two regions through LexisNexis, this will provide us more
detailed views and picture of Western media. We collected this data by monitoring content of news
stories, opinion based stories, special reports and letters to editors.
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Summary Analysis of the US Print Media Contents
Against Islam and Muslims (Nov – Dec 2016)
Islam is the religion of peace, love, respect and harmony. It expands its hands to integrate the world
regardless from religion, race, color, gender, have and have not. This is the only religion which
talks about the human rights, it does not tag anyone superior or inferior. Islam compel its followers
to love and care not only for humanity but also animal, birds even everything under the sky. The
teachings of Islam are an open secret across the world. Every decent entity of the world respect
Islam because of its peaceful mission of unite the world. It declares the peace as bedrock of Islam.
In spite of knowing all these things the Western media discourse Islam and Muslims as a global
threat and trying to proliferate their agendas by portraying Islam as a political ideology which
reveals the diabolic policy of the western media; trying to vandalize the peaceful face of Islam for
its certain overwhelming purposes. It looks like Western media has launched a crusade against
Islam. It ignores millions of nice doings of Muslims and spikes out non-realistic and fabricated
wrong doings. The clatter of Media against Islam and Muslims has successfully produced
Islamophobia among its blind followers. So, a wave of reactions from the non-Muslim bigotries is
being reported even in Western Media. The raise of hate crimes against Islam and Muslims is
considerable.
Owing to this regrettable anxieties, the CRIGM tried to find out reason behind Islamophobia,
collected two months (November-December) data. To find out the reasons of anti-Islamic rhetoric,
harassment of Muslims, attacks on Muslim Students, Shouting at Muslim hijab girls as Mrs ISIS,
we collected the data published in American Newspapers, and read it word by word and matched
indicators of Islamophobia. Found some Islamophobic terms used in American Print media like
Muslims are terrorists, Muslims cannot be trusted, Islam is not a religion, it is a political ideology.
F*** Muslims, Islam is cancer, Fear of Islam is rational, Mrs ISIS, go back to your F***g country
and Go trump, Political Islam is security threat, Muslims are barbarians, Muslims are crybabies,
ISIS, you don’t belong to here, He is going to do you Muslims what Hitler did the Jews, You look
weird with the rag on your head, Islamic terrorists, America has a Muslim problem, not only
extremist Muslims but all Muslims, you can all go home now, we don’t want you and terrorists
here, ISIS sympathizers, young Muslims in the west are a ticking time bomb, Muslims migrants
are devastate a community, Muslim call for prayer causing noise in society, children of Satan, vile
and filthy people, ban on Muslims entering the country, you Muslims would be wise to pack your
bags and get back of doge, you are coward, we afraid of all Muslims, Islam is a political ideology
and driver of extremism, we highlighted Islamophobic content by bold and underline options to
make it prominent and picket up whole stories. It is noticed that the Donald Trump's Islamaphobic
presidential campaign fueled people to become more aggressive, it is obvious that from the
beginning of US Elections Campaign 2016, the minority groups especially Muslims are highly
targeted by the New Elected President of the United States “Donald Trump” where minority
groups including immigrants, Muslims and women have been left feeling anxious and afraid, as
the nation waits to see what policies the new president will put into place. The higher level of
hateful harassments, racial slurs and physical attacks against Muslims seen just days after the
president Donald Trump win the election. The Southern Poverty Law Center reported 437 reports
of hateful intimidation and harassment from Nov. 9 to Nov. 14. According to NYPD Reports, more
than 115 percent increase in bias crimes since President-elect Donald Trump triumphed. According
to Southern Poverty Law Center, more than 700 occurrences of violence, hateful harassment and
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intimidation against immigrants, African Americans, Jews, Muslims and women in the week
following Election Day where more than 40 percent of the incidents occurred in educational
sectors. The center, which monitors extremism and bigotry, said there were 867 hate incidents
nationally post-election. Michigan had the sixth-highest number of hate incidents during that time
period, after California, which had 99, New York, 69, Texas, 57, Washington state, 48, and
Massachusetts, 42. "People have experienced harassment at school, at work, at home, on the street,
in public transportation, in their cars, in grocery stores and other places of business, and in their
houses of worship. They most often have received messages of hate and intolerance through
graffiti and verbal harassment, although a small number also have reported violent physical
interactions." The FBI has reported an uptick in hate crimes against Muslims across the country,
as incidents rose by 67 percent in 2015. Last year saw 257 bias crimes against Muslims, compared
to 154 crimes in 2014.
In the result of islamophobia, a number of reactions from the non-Muslims blind followers of
media have been reported.












CAIR received the letter which calls the recipients "children of Satan" and "vile and filthy
people." The letter also threatens that President-elect Donald Trump is "going to do to you
Muslims what Hitler did to the Jews." 30 Nov, The San Francisco Chronicle (California).
Threatening letters sent to five California mosques referring to Muslims as "vile" and "evil"
,"He's going to do to you Muslims what Hitler did to the Jews," the letter reads. "You
Muslims would be wise to pack your bags and get out of Dodge." 29 Nov, Redlands Daily
Facts (California).
Elcheikhali said some of the students have opted not to wear their hijabs on the street and
only wear it once they are in school. 29 Nov, Long Island City-Astoria Journal & Jackson
Heights News (New York).
The following weekend, two Muslim teenagers were attacked by a group of four white men
on 21st Street in Long Island City. One of the two teens was punched in the face and was
sent to the hospital. 29 Nov, Long Island City-Astoria Journal & Jackson Heights News
(New York)
Van Bramer said he was "extremely disturbed" by the recent increase in anti-Muslim hate
crimes in the neighborhood and in the city and country. 29 Nov, Long Island City-Astoria
Journal & Jackson Heights News (New York).
The Southern Poverty Law Center reported 701 incidents of harassment nationwide in the
first week after the presidential election. Of those, 206 were anti-immigrant and 51 were
anti-Muslim. SPLC also reported 27 anti-Trump incidents. FBI hate crime statistics
released this month show 257 reported bias crimes against Muslims last year, a 67 percent
surge over 2014. 28 Nov Fresno Bee (California).
The FBI released some disturbing data last week about the rise in hate crimes reported in
the country, and particularly the sharp increase in hate crimes against Muslims. 25 Nov,
Chicago Daily Herald.
The Southern Poverty Law Center reported 437 reports of hateful intimidation and
harassment from Nov. 9 to Nov. 14. The center also stated that many incidents involved
direct references to the president-elect's campaign and slogans. 20 Nov, The San Francisco
Chronicle (California)
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Rima Yousuf is a Biology student at St. Edward's University. She is a Muslim and attests
to the difficulties in practicing Islam not only in a westernized culture but also in a college
culture. 28 Nov, Hilltop News: St Edward's University.
In Michigan, after someone threatened a young Muslim woman that he would set her on
fire if she did not remove her hijab. 28 Nov, The Pioneer (Big Rapids, Michigan).
Earlier this month, a Muslim student at San Diego State University reported that she was
robbed by two men who made comments about Trump. Police said they believe she was
targeted because she was wearing a hijab. The week before the election, a black church in
Mississippi was burned and spray-painted with the words "Vote Trump." During his
campaign, Trump vowed to have law enforcement conduct surveillance at mosques and
called for at least a temporary ban on Muslims immigrating to the United States. 27 Nov,
The Houston Chronicle.
The Dec. 2 attack in San Bernardino, which killed 14 people and wounded 22, rekindled
and intensified Muslim anxieties - feelings of "otherness," frustration, embarrassment and
fear. 27 Nov, The Press Enterprise (Riverside, CA.).
." Only a day after Trump became our country's President-elect, a woman in New York
City, who was wearing a hijab, was told by a man on the subway, "Your time is up, girlie."
24 Nov, Sentinel; Los Angeles, California.
I've been told I look like an alien before," Dina Sadduk of Marina says. "Now, those insults
are more pronounced because they think they now have the right to discriminate because
Trump won." 23 Nov, Monterey County Weekly.
Mary Young, an Orange County GOP official and volunteer to Donald Trump's campaign,
broadly attacked Muslims in a Facebook post Monday, among other things writing in all
capital letters, "I do not want any type of Muslims in our country, period!" 22 Nov, Orange
County Register (California).
That same day after the election, a Muslim woman says, she was wearing a hijab as she
shopped in her favorite Wichita store when a woman stepped close to her. "Bye," the
woman said to the Muslim woman, waving her hand. "You need to go home ... pack up
and leave." 22 Nov, The Wichita Eagle (Kansas).
With the rise of Islamophobic sentiments across the country, many Muslim women who
choose to wear a hijab face this same anxiety. Ouri, a third-year Arabic student and transfer
student, explains that being openly Muslim can bring unwanted attention and judgment. 21
Nov, Daily Bruin: University of California - Los Angeles.
Yasra Syed, a 23-year-old student at San Francisco State University and president of the
Muslim Women Student Association, said her fear isn't confined to campus boundaries.
"After the elections, I've been more conscious of my surroundings," Syed said, adding that
because many students at San Francisco State are commuters, they're more worried about
being targeted on Muni or BART. 20 Nov, The San Francisco Chronicle (California).
State Rep. Jason Spencer, R-Woodbine, retreated overnight from a bill he drafted and
submitted this week that would have singled out Muslim women by banning the wearing
of burqas and veils while driving motor vehicles. 18 Nov, Waycross Journal-Herald
(Georgia).
Donald Trump announced his pick for national security advisor, retired Lt. Gen. Michael
Flynn, who says "Islam is a cancer. Telegraph Herald (Dubuque, IA) on 27 Nov, Asbury
Park Press (New Jersey) on 25 Nov, The Washington Post on 20 Nov, CNN on 25 Nov,
3:00 Est, The New York Times on 19 Nov, Daily News (New York) on 17 Nov.
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Recently, in Gwinnett, Georgia, a Muslim teacher was told to "hang herself" with her hijab,
or head covering. And in Troy, Michigan, a jogger was arrested for exposing himself to a
Muslim woman and hurling racial epithets at her. 14 Nov, The State Journal- Register
(Springfield, IL).
On Thursday morning, a white middle-aged couple boarded the bus, walked towards her
and began yelling at her to take off her hijab because it is "not allowed" anymore. 17 Nov,
Queens Tribune (New York).
A woman who wore a headscarf to protect her from the sun returned from a hike in the
East Bay hills to find her car vandalized and burglarized, and a note left behind by the
culprits reading "Hijab Wearing Bitch," officials said Wednesday. Nicki Pancholy, 41, of
Milpitas said she felt fear and panic after discovering the note on her car. She said she is
not Muslim and wears a bandanna around her head because she has lupus. 17 Nov, The San
Francisco Chronicle (California).
Bellerose resident Fariha Nizam took her grievances to Facebook after a middle-aged
couple harassed her about the hijab she was wearing on a Q43 bus during a commute to
her internship in Manhattan. The couple were led to believe that Muslims are no longer
allowed to wear traditional garb following the election. 17 Nov, TimesLedger Newspapers
(Queens, New York)
"Trump won, go home!" written on doors and walls of a Muslim Student Association's
prayer room on the campus of NYU. 17 Nov, The Torch: Valparaiso University.
Bengabsia said. "I was standing in my local Starbucks recently, putting my straw into my
drink, when a man almost double my size leaned into my ear and muttered, 'fucking
terrorist.' A few days before that, I was walking in the streets of Boston when two men
stopped, stared me down and started shouting about how those people 'are going to fucking
bomb everything.'" 17 Nov, Washington Square News: New York University.
I was at a hospital in Miami. I sat down. And I was wearing my head scarf. I went into the
waiting room and sat down next to an older, white guy. There was a seat between us, empty.
So he took out his pocket knife and set it next to me. And I felt very threatened. I was
shocked. And I was waiting to be stabbed just for the fact that I was wearing my head scarf.
He then took his weapon, closed it, put it in his pocket, and walked past me and said, deport
them all. CNN NEWSROOM 9:30 AM EST, 16 Nov.
Galloway mentioned: His wife, who wears a headscarf, has been yelled at to "Go home!"
A colleague believes her scarf was the reason the driver of a huge pickup truck tried to run
her off the road last week in Knoxville, Tenn. 15 Nov, The Chronicle (Willimantic,
Connecticut).
Rebekah Tychsen said in court documents that the Muslim defendant, who stands 5 feet
tall and weighs 95 pounds, was a victim of excessive force by Fresno police Officer Mark
Witrado. Tychsen also accused Witrado of making false statements in his police report.
after he ripped off her hijab, a traditional headgear worn by Muslim women. "He
disrespected me and my religion," 15 Nov, Fresno Bee (California).
"You can all go home now. We don't want n------ and terrorists here. #trump," said the
note, which was taped to Amar Samel's front door late Friday night. 15 Nov, Iowa City
Press-Citizen (Iowa).
AZRA BAIG: Someone wrote ISIS sympathizer on the sign. The next day we found
another sign that was vandalized. So multiple times basically the same signs were
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vandalized - you know, Miss ISIS, anti-American, raghead. All Things Considered 08:00
PM EST, 15 Nov.
Two women wearing headscarves were attacked. At San Diego State University,
authorities said car keys and a vehicle belonging to a Muslim woman were stolen by two
men who targeted her while she wore a hijab and made comments about Trump's election.
15 Nov, The Seattle Times.
German chancellor calls for ban on veils; 7 Dec, Los Angeles Times and Washington Post.
Rep. Jay Rodne, R-Snoqualmie, took to the web to denounce Muslims as "barbarians" 7
Dec, The Seattle Times.
The man called her an "ISIS (expletive)," and threatened, "I will cut your throat. Go back
to your country!" 5 Dec, Daily News (New York).
The trio yelled "You don't belong here," and called her a terrorist. 4 Dec, Newsday (New
York) & Daily News.
"Your religion's outfit, just like gang signs, represent the beliefs of the most disgusting
radicals in the civilized world. Drop it!" 2 Dec, Fresno Bee (California)
F*** MUSLIMS/#TRUMP2016 on a whiteboard outside a Middlebury College. 1 Dec,
Addison County Independent (Vermont).
Muslim Reporter Asmaa Says, she was constantly abused on Twitter during Elections
Campaign. 7 Dec, NPR All Things Considered
He said "I want you to just let a wave of intolerance wash over you. 7 Dec, The Pioneer
(Big Rapids, Michigan).
Republican candidates have proposed requiring a loyalty oath for Muslims to serve in
government and ruled out Muslims serving in their administration; called Shariah law "a
mortal threat to the survival of freedom in the United States"; described Muslim
immigration as "colonization," warning that Muslim immigrants "want to come and
conquer us"; said there were only a handful of "reasonable, moderate followers of Islam";
and described Islam as "a religion that promotes the most murderous mayhem on the
planet." 10 Nov, Chicago Tribune.
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Summary Analysis of the European Media Contents
Against Islam and Muslims (Nov – Dec 2016)
After the incident of 9/11, the religion of Islam and its followers Muslims are being portrayed as
negative in the Western media. Muslims are much concerned about their portraying of negative
stereotypes in the Western media. As a research centre of the public sector university in the capital
of Islamic Republic of Pakistan, CRIGM (Centre for Research on Islam and Global Media) aims
to become a voice of these Muslims by highlighting the negative image of Islam and Muslims that
is being shown in the Western media. Due to this, the Muslims are also experiencing the issues of
anti-Islamic rhetoric, hate crimes, religious discrimination, shouting on Muslim hijab girls etc. in
the countries of Europe as well. So the CRIGM tried to find out the Islamophobic discourses in
the European newspapers. The published material in the European newspapers of the months of
November and December have been collected and analyzed for this purpose. The news stories,
features, columns etc. were analyzed by matching the indicators of Islamophobia.
The Islamophobic terms that have been found in European print media like Muslims are terrorists,
totalitarian Islamists, Muslims who failed to condemn terrorist acts were potentially complicit,
Muslim as a pro-terrorist, Muslims are the evil of the world, World War Three has begun - Islam
against the world, Why are you covered?, Muslim lady as a terrorist, Imam 'A Jekyll And Hyde'
Character, considered as barbaric, aggressive, or violent; bracketed as terrorists; name calling
such as ragheads; Osama Bin Laden costumes on Halloween; and slurs insinuating that the entire
population is criminal, Muslim problem, Islam hates us, Islamism as a vicious cancer present in
all Muslims, fear of the religion as rational, definitely hides behind being a religion, Sharia Law
enticing fear, Islamic fundamentalists, Shame on Sharia, sharia councils as fundamentalist,
Muslim extremists, Islamist gunman , wave of jihadist murders, extremist cleric, Fear of Muslims
is RATIONAL, jihadism is an existential threat, How jihadist are you? strap gelignite to your chest
and march into Walmart screaming, In the name of Allah the almighty, the merciful, let us bring
holy war to your infidel faulty appliances, peace be upon him and blow yourself up?
The Islamophobic content has been highlighted by using the bold and underlined options to make
it prominent for the readers. New police figures obtained by the Observer (UK) reveal that
incidents of anti-Muslim hate crime are eight times higher this year in Bradford than Rotherham,
the South Yorkshire town where the grooming scandal has prompted racial tensions. West
Yorkshire police recorded 40 incidents in Bradford between January and September, the highest
number for any town and city in the force area. Of the 137 cases recorded in West Yorskhire, 60
were violence against the person and 47 harassments. The anti-Muslim hate crime hotline Tell
Mama recorded another 23 incidents in the region during that period.
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Highlights of Negative Contents from Western Media
(Nov – Dec 2016)
1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

The president-elect, who beat Democrat Hillary Clinton in the Nov. 8 race, has instilled
fear in many Muslim-Americans. (The Chronicle, 30 Nov 2016)
"Our president-elect did say offensive things about other groups as well, but Muslims were
under the spotlight," said Salem, assistant professor of Islamic scriptures and law and codirector of the Islamic Chaplaincy Program at Hartford Seminary. . (The Chronicle, 30 Nov
2016).
I think the president-elect's picks are fantastic. All of his national security picks understand
we are at war with radical Islam. They aren't afraid of identifying our attackers as "Islamic
terrorists." They won't mislabel "Islamic terror attacks" as "workplace violence" or some
other excuse. They couldn't care less about political correctness. They understand their job
isn't to be sensitive to the feelings of our enemies. Their only job is to protect Americans.
Period. (Las Vegas Review-Journal, 30 Nov 2016).
In light of what appears to be a terrorist attack Monday at Ohio State University by a Somali
refugee, it's time to practice "extreme vetting." It's dumbfounding to realize that President
Barack Obama has imported 43,000 Somali refugees into our country since taking office.
Ninety-nine percent of those are Muslims, according to the Washington Examiner. (Las
Vegas Review-Journal, 30 Nov 2016).
Likewise, immigrants from Muslim countries that pose a threat to the U.S. will not be
allowed in. They include Libya, Syria, Iran, Yemen and several other hideous lands that
harbor or produce terrorists. (Newton TAB (Massachusetts) 30 Nov 2016)
"In order for us to act, we have to make sure it's not free speech and that it is actually a
threat." (The San Francisco Chronicle, 30 Nov 2016).
The Islamic Cultural Center of Fresno received the letter Monday, which calls the
recipients "children of Satan" and "vile and filthy people." The letter also threatens that
President-elect Donald Trump is "going to cleanse America and make it shine again" and
will "do to you Muslims what Hitler did to the Jews." (The San Francisco Chronicle, 30
Nov 2016).
The FBI released its annual hate crime report nearly two weeks ago, finding that antiMuslim hate crimes spiked to 257 incidents nationwide in 2015 compared with 154 in
2014, a 67 percent increase. (The San Francisco Chronicle, 30 Nov 2016).
Authorities are investigating whether a Somali-born Muslim student's attack at Ohio State
University was terrorism, after the 18-year-old man plowed his car into a group of people,
got out and began hacking at them with a butcher knife before he was shot dead by a
campus cop yesterday. (The Boston Herald, November 29, 2016 ).
Ohio State University police Chief Craig Stone said Abdul Razak Ali Artan deliberately
drove his small gray Honda over a curb outside an engineering classroom building and then
began knifing people. Eleven people were hurt, one critically. (The Boston Herald,
November 29, 2016 ).
'We were killed by other Muslims. And now it's Jewish people who are helping us.';Syrian
refugee family's harrowing story of fleeing war-ravaged land, resettling in Buffalo speaks
to humanity's triumph over differences. (The Buffalo News (New York) November 29,
2016).
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.
18.

19.

20.
21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

"I don't have any problems with Jewish or Christian or any other religion," he said.
"Muslims, we were killed by other Muslims. And now it's Jewish people who are helping
us. So it's not religion, it's politics." . (The Buffalo News (New York) November 29, 2016).
also talked about enacting a ban on Muslims entering the country until a system for what
he called "extreme vetting" of refugees can be put in place. (Catholic Standard
(Washington DC) November 29, 2016).
Five California mosques that received anonymous threatening letters referring to Muslims
as "vile" and "evil" this month appear to be written by the same person, the FBI said
Monday at a news conference in Los Angeles. (Inland Valley Daily Bulletin (Ontario, CA)
November 29, 2016).
Islamic centers in L.A.'s Koreatown neighborhood, Northridge, Pomona, Signal Hill and
San Jose all received copies of a handwritten letter addressing Muslims as "the Children of
Satan" and warning that their "day of reckoning has arrived." (Inland Valley Daily Bulletin
(Ontario, CA) November 29, 2016).
Just minutes before an 18-year-old Somali college student used a car and butcher knife to
attack people on the Ohio State University campus Monday morning, he said in a Facebook
post that he'd reached a "boiling point" and was "sick and tired" of seeing Muslims around
the globe "killed and tortured," law enforcement officials told CNN and NBC. Journal,
The (Cortez, Dolores, Mancos, CO) November 29, 2016).
The post said the U.S. should stop "interfering" in the Muslim world and referenced "lone
wolf" attacks. (Journal, The (Cortez, Dolores, Mancos, CO) November 29, 2016).
The post appeared to be on the Facebook page of the alleged attacker, Ohio State student
Abdul Razak Ali Artan, and has since been disabled, reported ABC News. The Post could
not independently confirm the story. (Journal, The (Cortez, Dolores, Mancos, CO)
November 29, 2016).
On Twitter, CNN's Jake Tapper shared the full text of the post, which he said law
enforcement officials confirmed was connected to Artan. (Journal, The (Cortez, Dolores,
Mancos, CO) November 29, 2016).
The official claimed the government's goal was "ethnic cleansing of the Muslim minority."
(Journal, The (Cortez, Dolores, Mancos, CO) November 29, 2016).
"By Allah, we will not let you sleep unless you give peace to the Muslims," the post
continues. "You will not celebrate or enjoy any holiday." (Journal, The (Cortez, Dolores,
Mancos, CO) November 29, 2016).
Dr. Ghassan Elcheikhali of the Razi School on Queens Boulevard in Woodside said
students and parents are fearful about their futures after a campaign in which Trump
promised to ban all Muslims from entering the country. (Long Island City-Astoria Journal
& Jackson Heights News (New York), November 29, 2016)
They are also scared about their safety after a recent rise in hate crimes, including actions
and hate speech directed at Muslim and Arab Americans. (Long Island City-Astoria
Journal & Jackson Heights News (New York), November 29, 2016).
Elcheikhali said some of the students have opted not to wear their hijabs on the street and
only wear it once they are in school. (Long Island City-Astoria Journal & Jackson Heights
News (New York), November 29, 2016).
Especially for the students who take public transportation to school, religious clothing like
the hijab may distinguish them. Elcheikhali encouraged students to report any incident of
harassment to local authorities. (Redlands Daily Facts (California), November 29, 2016).
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The following weekend, two Muslim teenagers were attacked by a group of four white
men on 21st Street in Long Island City. One of the two teens was punched in the face and
was sent to the hospital. (Redlands Daily Facts (California), November 29, 2016).
Van Bramer said he was "extremely disturbed" by the recent increase in anti-Muslim hate
crimes in the neighborhood and in the city and country. (Long Island City-Astoria Journal
& Jackson Heights News (New York), November 29, 2016).
However, the fears were brought on by Trump's hateful rhetoric, much of which has been
compiled by The New York Times: building a massive wall between Mexico and the U.S.,
special IDs for Muslim citizens and "locker room talk" about women. (The Oakland Post:
Oakland University (Michigan), November 29, 2016).
Threatening letters sent to five California mosques referring to Muslims as "vile" and "evil"
appear to be written by the same person, the FBI said Monday at a news conference in Los
Angeles. (Redlands Daily Facts (California), November 29, 2016).
Islamic centers in L.A.'s Koreatown neighborhood, Northridge, Signal Hill, Pomona and
San Jose all received copies of a handwritten letter this month addressing Muslims as "the
Children of Satan" and warning that their "day of reckoning has arrived." (Redlands Daily
Facts (California), November 29, 2016).
Based on the post office from where the letters were mailed, members of the Los Angeles
Police Department's Counter-Terrorism and Special Operations Bureau said they are
confident they can track down the person who wrote and sent them to the Koreatown and
Northridge mosques, which fall under LAPD's jurisdiction. Both were postmarked on Nov.
19. (Redlands Daily Facts (California), November 29, 2016).
Statistics from the FBI also show a 67 percent jump in incidents against Muslims in 2015.
(Redlands Daily Facts (California), November 29, 2016).
Elcheikhali of the Razi School on Queens Boulevard in Woodside said students and parents
are fearful about their futures after a campaign in which Trump promised to ban all
Muslims from entering the country. . (Long Island City-Astoria Journal & Jackson Heights
News (New York), November 29, 2016).
They are also scared about their safety after a recent rise in hate crimes, including actions
and hate speech directed at Muslim and Arab Americans. (Redlands Daily Facts
(California), November 29, 2016).
Elcheikhali said some of the students have opted not to wear their hijabs on the street and
only wear it once they are in school. (Redlands Daily Facts (California), November 29,
2016).
Especially for the students who take public transportation to school, religious clothing like
the hijab may distinguish them. Elcheikhali encouraged students to report any incident of
harassment to local authorities. (Long Island City-Astoria Journal & Jackson Heights News
(New York), November 29, 2016).
The following weekend, two Muslim teenagers were attacked by a group of four white
men on 21st Street in Long Island City. One of the two teens was punched in the face and
was sent to the hospital. (Long Island City-Astoria Journal & Jackson Heights News (New
York), November 29, 2016).
Van Bramer said he was "extremely disturbed" by the recent increase in anti-Muslim hate
crimes in the neighborhood and in the city and country. (Long Island City-Astoria Journal
& Jackson Heights News (New York), November 29, 2016).
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However, the fears were brought on by Trump's hateful rhetoric, much of which has been
compiled by The New York Times: building a massive wall between Mexico and the U.S.,
special IDs for Muslim citizens and "locker room talk" about women. (The Oakland Post:
Oakland University (Michigan), November 29, 2016).
Threatening letters sent to five California mosques referring to Muslims as "vile" and "evil"
appear to be written by the same person, the FBI said Monday at a news conference in Los
Angeles. (Redlands Daily Facts (California), November 29, 2016).
Islamic centers in L.A.'s Koreatown neighborhood, Northridge, Signal Hill, Pomona and
San Jose all received copies of a handwritten letter this month addressing Muslims as "the
Children of Satan" and warning that their "day of reckoning has arrived." (Redlands Daily
Facts (California), November 29, 2016).
Based on the post office from where the letters were mailed, members of the Los Angeles
Police Department's Counter-Terrorism and Special Operations Bureau said they are
confident they can track down the person who wrote and sent them to the Koreatown and
Northridge mosques, which fall under LAPD's jurisdiction. Both were postmarked on Nov.
19. ." (Redlands Daily Facts (California), November 29, 2016).
Statistics from the FBI also show a 67 percent jump in incidents against Muslims in 2015.
(Redlands Daily Facts (California), November 29, 2016).
"He's going to do to you Muslims what Hitler did to the Jews," the letter said. "You
Muslims would be wise to pack your bags and get out of Dodge." (Redlands Daily Facts
(California), November 29, 2016).
Muslim leaders are calling on the FBI to open an investigation into an incident on the
University of Washington campus in which a Muslim student was struck in the face with
a bottle earlier this month. (The Seattle Times, November 29, 2016).
Speaking at a news conference at the UW on Monday, officials with the Washington state
chapter of the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) say they believe the attack
was a possible hate crime and that the victim, Nasro Hassan, was targeted because she is
Muslim. The organization also announced a $5,000 reward for information leading to the
arrest and conviction of the person who assaulted her.
Immediately ask the generals to present a plan within 30 days to defeat and destroy the
Islamic State.
Frequently use the term "radical Islamic terrorism."
Call an international conference focused on how to halt the spread of the "hateful ideology
of Radical Islam. "
Allow Russia to deal with the Islamic State in Syria and/or work with Putin to wipe out
shared enemies.
Work with allies to cut off funding to the Islamic State, expand intelligence sharing and
use cyberwarfare to disrupt and disable their propaganda and recruiting. Work closely with
NATO and "our Arab allies and friends in the Middle East." Partner with Israel, King
Abdullah II of Jordan, and Egyptian President Abdel Fatah al-Sissi and "all others who
recognize this ideology of death that must be extinguished." 172) "Our administration will
be a friend to all moderate Muslim reformers in the Middle East, and will amplify their
voices. This includes speaking out against the horrible practice of honor killings."( Sioux
City Journal (Iowa), November 29, 2016).
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Letters sent to five California mosques, including one in Signal Hill, appear to be written
by the same person, the FBI said at a news conference Monday in Los Angeles. (Torrance
Daily Breeze (California), November 29, 2016).
Islamic centers in Los Angeles' Koreatown neighborhood, Northridge, Signal Hill near
Long Beach, Pomona and San Jose all received copies of a handwritten letter addressing
Muslims as "the Children of Satan," and calling them degrading names, such as "vile" and
"evil." . (Torrance Daily Breeze (California), November 29, 2016).
The letters prompted Islamic leaders to ask police for more vigilance and to call on
members of the Muslim community to say something if they are the target of acts of hate.
The letters mark an increase in anti-Muslim incidents reported since the Nov. 8 election.
(Torrance Daily Breeze (California), November 29, 2016).
More than 100 such incidents have occurred across the country over the past few weeks,
according to the Council on American-Islamic Relations, a Washington, D.C.-based civil
rights organization. Statistics from the FBI show a 67 percent jump in incidents against
Muslims in 2015. (Torrance Daily Breeze (California), November 29, 2016).
"He's going to do to you Muslims what Hitler did to the Jews," the letter reads. "You
Muslims would be wise to pack your bags and get out of Dodge." (Torrance Daily Breeze
(California), November 29, 2016).
The letters aren't considered a hate crime and a federal investigation is unlikely, said
Stephen Woolery, FBI special agent in charge of the bureau's Counter Terrorism Division
in Los Angeles. He said a mosque in Georgia also received a similar letter. The letters are
being looked at as an incident of hate and intimidation and he urged people in the Muslim
community to report them if they are received. (Torrance Daily Breeze (California),
November 29, 2016).
He said hateful rhetoric creates fear in many communities and is likely caused by people
who are uneducated and fearful. (Torrance Daily Breeze (California), November 29,
2016).
"Let me just speak directly to the person who wrote these letters to the mosques: You are
a coward - unless you come here and debate the points that you apparently believe so much
in." (Torrance Daily Breeze (California), November 29, 2016).
In a Washington Post op/ed Mehdi Hasan declared the American political system is
"broken." Hasan is a British journalist and author who works for Al Jazeera, a media
network owned by the government of Qatar. Al Jazeera is perceived to have mainly Islamist
perspectives in their reporting, promoting the Muslim Brotherhood and having an antiWestern slant. While Hasan's opinion should be dismissed as irrelevant and nonsensical,
much of what he addresses is the same rhetoric being pushed by Democrat leaders. (Tulsa
World (Oklahoma), November 29, 2016).
The same letter made national news after being sent to three other mosques in California
starting Thursday and one in Georgia on Monday. It is addressed to "the children of Satan"
and says that Trump will do to Muslims what Hitler did to Jews. It calls Muslims "filthy
people" and "evil" and says they "worship the devil." It is signed by "Americans for a Better
Way." (Fresno Bee (California), November 28, 2016).
During his campaign, Trump told CNN "I think Islam hates us" and said it's difficult to
separate "radical" Islam from Islam itself. Since winning the election, he has continued to
call for a registry of immigrants and visitors from Muslim countries and a ban on others
from entering. ." (Fresno Bee (California), November 28, 2016).
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The letter states "There's a new sheriff in town - President Donald Trump" and tells
Muslims to "pack your bags and get out of Dodge." Nekumanesh said the way it's written
makes it difficult to take seriously, like it's from "somebody who watches a lot of cowboy
movies." ." (Fresno Bee (California), November 28, 2016).
Since the 9/11 terrorist attacks in New York in 2001, Islamophobia has been on the rise
and incidents of Muslim-Americans facing discrimination have been rampant on traditional
and social media. The rise of Islamophobia has driven pockets of Muslim communities to
fear. Yousuf explains that she is becoming more cautious about standing out in public as a
Muslim. (Hilltop News: St Edward's University, November 28, 2016).
KUALA LUMPUR (Thomson Reuters Foundation) - Malaysian kindergarten teacher
Indira Gandhi last saw her infant daughter in 2009 before her estranged husband snatched
the 11-month-old away after an argument. (Metro - New York, November 28, 2016).
"I thought he would return in one or two days with (her). I never thought this was going to
happen, I was devastated," the 41-year-old said. (Metro - New York, November 28, 2016).
Now the Malaysian parliament, spurred by her case, is considering legislative reforms to
stop such cases of secret conversion, sometimes dubbed "child snatching". (Metro - New
York, November 28, 2016).
that he would set her on fire if she did not remove her hijab, the Muslim Student
Association decided to hold a group Ishaa prayer (which happens at night) at University of
Michigan to show that they are proud to be Muslim and will not let hatred and threats push
them into fear. (The Pioneer (Big Rapids, Michigan), November 28, 2016).
Several hate crimes made the news. Among them: Officials said a Muslim woman at San
Diego State University became a victim when two men who spoke of Trump's victory stole
her car keys and vehicle after targeting her for covering her head with a hijab. There was
also news of a video footage showing black men attacking a white man in Chicago as
bystanders shouted "You voted Trump!"(The Daily News of Los Angeles, November 27,
2016).
"If something happens like 9/11, what are they going to do? Take all the Muslims and put
them into camps like we were put into concentration camps?" said Fuchigami, who recalls
the infamous ABC system used to track Japanese Americans during the World War II era.
"When you start to make lists, it's sort of like the first step toward doing things like that."
(he Denver Post. SUN FINAL Edition, November 27, 2016).
Hate crimes against Muslims spiked last year to their highest level in more than a decade an increase that experts and advocates say was fueled by anger over terrorist attacks and
anti-Islam rhetoric on the campaign trail. Law enforcement agencies across the country
reported 257 anti-Muslim incidents in 2015, up nearly 67 percent from the year before,
according to FBI data. That is significant in its own right, but even more so in historical
context. The last time the FBI recorded more than 160 anti-Muslim incidents was in 2001,
when it reported 481. That was the year that Islamist militants attacked the World Trade
Center, killing thousands and sparking a wave of anti-Muslim incidents. (The Houston
Chronicle, November 27, 2016).
Earlier this month, a Muslim student at San Diego State University reported that she was
robbed by two men who made comments about Trump. Police said they believe she was
targeted because she was wearing a hijab. The week before the election, a black church in
Mississippi was burned and spray-painted with the words "Vote Trump." During his
campaign, Trump vowed to have law enforcement conduct surveillance at mosques and
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called for at least a temporary ban on Muslims immigrating to the United States, . (The
Houston Chronicle, November 27, 2016).
Dr. Ghassan Elcheikhali of the Razi School on Queens Boulevard in Woodside said
students and parents are fearful about their futures after a campaign in which Trump
promised to ban all Muslims from entering the country.( Long Island City-Astoria Journal
& Jackson Heights News (New York), November 29, 2016).
They are also scared about their safety after a recent rise in hate crimes, including actions
and hate speech directed at Muslim and Arab Americans. .(Long Island City-Astoria
Journal & Jackson Heights News (New York), November 29, 2016).
Especially for the students who take public transportation to school, religious clothing like
the hijab may distinguish them. Elcheikhali encouraged students to report any incident of
harassment to local authorities. .(Long Island City-Astoria Journal & Jackson Heights
News (New York), November 29, 2016).
The following weekend, two Muslim teenagers were attacked by a group of four white
men on 21st Street in Long Island City. One of the two teens was punched in the face and
was sent to the hospital. .(Long Island City-Astoria Journal & Jackson Heights News (New
York), November 29, 2016).
However, the fears were brought on by Trump's hateful rhetoric, much of which has been
compiled by The New York Times: building a massive wall between Mexico and the U.S.,
special IDs for Muslim citizens and "locker room talk" about women. (The Oakland Post:
Oakland University (Michigan), November 29, 2016).
Based on the post office from where the letters were mailed, members of the Los Angeles
Police Department's Counter-Terrorism and Special Operations Bureau said they are
confident they can track down the person who wrote and sent them to the Koreatown and
Northridge mosques, which fall under LAPD's jurisdiction. Both were postmarked on Nov.
19. (Redlands Daily Facts (California), November 29, 2016).
Elcheikhali of the Razi School on Queens Boulevard in Woodside said students and parents
are fearful about their futures after a campaign in which Trump promised to ban all
Muslims from entering the country.
They are also scared about their safety after a recent rise in hate crimes, including actions
and hate speech directed at Muslim and Arab Americans. (Redlands Daily Facts
(California), November 29, 2016).
Especially for the students who take public transportation to school, religious clothing like
the hijab may distinguish them. Elcheikhali encouraged students to report any incident of
harassment to local authorities. (Long Island City-Astoria Journal & Jackson Heights News
(New York), November 29, 2016)
The following weekend, two Muslim teenagers were attacked by a group of four white men
on 21st Street in Long Island City. One of the two teens was punched in the face and was
sent to the hospital. (Long Island City-Astoria Journal & Jackson Heights News (New
York), November 29, 2016).
Based on the post office from where the letters were mailed, members of the Los Angeles
Police Department's Counter-Terrorism and Special Operations Bureau said they are
confident they can track down the person who wrote and sent them to the Koreatown and
Northridge mosques, which fall under LAPD's jurisdiction. Both were postmarked on Nov.
19. . (Redlands Daily Facts (California), November 29, 2016).
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"He's going to do to you Muslims what Hitler did to the Jews," the letter reads. "You
Muslims would be wise to pack your bags and get out of Dodge."(Torrance Daily Breeze
(California), November 29, 2016).
The letters aren't considered a hate crime and a federal investigation is unlikely, said
Stephen Woolery, FBI special agent in charge of the bureau's Counter Terrorism Division
in Los Angeles. He said a mosque in Georgia also received a similar letter. The letters are
being looked at as an incident of hate and intimidation and he urged people in the Muslim
community to report them if they are received. ."(Torrance Daily Breeze (California),
November 29, 2016).
He said hateful rhetoric creates fear in many communities and is likely caused by people
who are uneducated and fearful.
In a Washington Post op/ed Mehdi Hasan declared the American political system is
"broken." Hasan is a British journalist and author who works for Al Jazeera, a media
network owned by the government of Qatar. Al Jazeera is perceived to have mainly Islamist
perspectives in their reporting, promoting the Muslim Brotherhood and having an antiWestern slant. While Hasan's opinion should be dismissed as irrelevant and nonsensical,
much of what he addresses is the same rhetoric being pushed by Democrat leaders. (Tulsa
World (Oklahoma), November 29, 2016).
The letter states "There's a new sheriff in town - President Donald Trump" and tells
Muslims to "pack your bags and get out of Dodge." Nekumanesh said the way it's written
makes it difficult to take seriously, like it's from "somebody who watches a lot of cowboy
movies." (Fresno Bee (California), November 28, 2016).
Since the 9/11 terrorist attacks in New York in 2001, Islamophobia has been on the rise
and incidents of Muslim-Americans facing discrimination have been rampant on traditional
and social media. The rise of Islamophobia has driven pockets of Muslim communities to
fear. Yousuf explains that she is becoming more cautious about standing out in public as a
Muslim. (Hilltop News: St Edward's University, November 28, 2016).
KUALA LUMPUR (Thomson Reuters Foundation) - Malaysian kindergarten teacher
Indira Gandhi last saw her infant daughter in 2009 before her estranged husband snatched
the 11-month-old away after an argument. (Metro - New York, November 28, 2016).
Gandhi is one of several women whose husbands converted to Islam in Muslim-majority
Malaysia, before secretly converting their children and then applying for custody of them
in an Islamic court. As a Hindu, Gandhi is unable to challenge his bid in the Islamic court
because she is not a Muslim. Now the Malaysian parliament, spurred by her case, is
considering legislative reforms to stop such cases of secret conversion, sometimes dubbed
"child snatching". Without her knowledge, he then converted the baby girl and their two
older children - giving him grounds to apply in an Islamic court for custody, which was
granted. (Metro - New York, November 28, 2016).
In Michigan, after someone threatened a young Muslim woman that he would set her on
fire if she did not remove her hijab, the Muslim Student Association decided to hold a
group Ishaa prayer (which happens at night) at University of Michigan to show that they
are proud to be Muslim and will not let hatred and threats push them into fear. (The Pioneer
(Big Rapids, Michigan), November 28, 2016).
Bob Fuchigami spent three years of his boyhood detained at a Japanese American
internment camp in Colorado. Now 86, the U.S. Navy veteran says he fears what might
happen if President elect Donald Trump listens to one of his advisers and creates a registry
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for immigrants primarily from Muslim countries. "If something happens like 9/11, what
are they going to do? Take all the Muslims and put them into camps like we were put into
concentration camps?" said Fuchigami, who recalls the infamous ABC system used to track
Japanese Americans during the World War II era. "When you start to make lists, it's sort
of like the first step toward doing things like that." An analysis of hate crime statistics by
the Pew Research Center found that in 2015 there were 91 reported aggravated or simple
assaults "motivated by anti Muslim bias." That's two shy of the 93 assaults recorded in
2001 and the most in the past 16 years. (he Denver Post. SUN FINAL Edition, November
27, 2016).
Reports that school children of Hispanic and Muslim backgrounds have been harassed by
fellow students in the wake of the presidential election should be troubling to everyone and
acceptable to no one. Hate crimes against Muslims spiked last year to their highest level in
more than a decade - an increase that experts and advocates say was fueled by anger over
terrorist attacks and anti-Islam rhetoric on the campaign trail. Law enforcement agencies
across the country reported 257 anti-Muslim incidents in 2015, up nearly 67 percent from
the year before, according to FBI data. That is significant in its own right, but even more
so in historical context. The last time the FBI recorded more than 160 anti-Muslim
incidents was in 2001, when it reported 481. That was the year that Islamist militants
attacked the World Trade Center, killing thousands and sparking a wave of anti-Muslim
incidents. (The Houston Chronicle, November 27, 2016)
Donald Trump mainstreaming and empowering Islamophobia in the nation, Earlier this
month, a Muslim student at San Diego State University reported that she was robbed by
two men who made comments about Trump. Police said they believe she was targeted
because she was wearing a hijab. The week before the election, a black church in
Mississippi was burned and spray-painted with the words "Vote Trump." During his
campaign, Trump vowed to have law enforcement conduct surveillance at mosques and
called for at least a temporary ban on Muslims immigrating to the United States, (The
Houston Chronicle, November 27, 2016)
That same day after the election, a Muslim woman says, she was wearing a hijab as she
shopped in her favorite Wichita store when a woman stepped close to her. "Bye," the
woman said to the Muslim woman, waving her hand. "You need to go home ... pack up
and leave." Officials have confirmed there have been incidents at two Wichita public
schools and at a private school in which students acted inappropriately in reacting to the
presidential election. (The Wichita Eagle (Kansas), November 22, 2016).
Steinberg: Which are more dangerous, Muslims or gun owners? Republicans may be
against gay marriage, but they'll happily wed "Radical" to "Islamic" and "Islamic" to
"Terror." blame, which is what this exercise is really about: offloading responsibility for
terror from those who commit it to i Yes, there is terror inspired by Islam. In their zeal to
make those who disagree seem ridiculous, the GOP insists that not using the phrase means
you are unaware there are terrorists who blame Islam for their actions. (Chicago Sun-Times,
November 21, 2016).
Look at it this way: terrorists also have two legs, and mirrored left and right halves to their
bodies - every single terrorist is like this, in fact - and yet we don't scream "BIPED
BILATERAL TERROR!" because that would draw white folk into the range of innocent
individuals who share their religion. (Chicago Sun-Times, November 21, 2016).
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Parents of a University of Oklahoma student asked whether their daughter would be safe
attending classes. One woman wanted to know if she could grocery shop without being
assaulted. Others, afraid to be identified as Muslim, inquired about religious law and
removing their head scarves in public.The phone calls to the Oklahoma chapter of the
Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) came in the wake of Donald Trump's
election on a platform built partly on a promise to ban Muslims and other immigrants from
entering the United States unless they submitted to "extreme vetting" of their ideologies.
He also called for building a wall along the nation's southern border.While many of those
who voted Trump into office celebrated his victory as a triumph of nationalism, others
heeded the Republican's electoral college trouncing of Democrat Hillary Clinton as an
emphatic endorsement of extremism."The biggest concern for the Islamic community is
the country has elected somebody that is blatantly hateful and bigoted toward our
community," said CAIR-OK Executive Director Adam Soltani. "When that kind of rhetoric
is allowed to take place on a national level, it creates an atmosphere of hostility, and a fear
of Muslims in our country, and our community has felt that."In Oklahoma, acts of religious
and racial hostility have bookended Trump's election, leaving some academics, civil rights
advocates and others to question whether the polarizing figure's ascent has emboldened
fringe groups on either end of the political spectrum."What we've seen in the last week are
white separatists and white nationalists that have been emboldened by the election results,
and we've seen a rise in reprehensible speech," said Ryan Kiesel, executive director of the
American Civil Liberties Union of Oklahoma. (The Daily Oklahoman (Oklahoma City,
OK), November 21, 2016).
It's been a difficult time for Muslims across the country. Trump's comments in the 2016
presidential campaign have released a flood of anti-Muslim sentiment in communities
throughout the United States. With this rising tide of Islamophobia, some students have
said they're worried about outward displays of their faith. Reporter Denise Lin talked to
Muslim students at UCLA to discuss the effects that Islamophobia has had on the Muslim
community, and how students have been searching for solutions. (Daily Bruin: University
of California - Los Angeles, November 21, 2016).
LIN - Last December, Nour Ouri made a big decision., OURI - It was a really big day for
me because I thought, "Am I going to be accepted? If I display my beliefs, if I wear the
hijab - this is important to me." LIN - Like many other students taking finals, Ouri was
nervous on her last day of community college ... but not for the usual reason. She didn't
know how her classmates would react to her coming to class and, for the very first time,
wearing a hijab. LIN - With the rise of Islamophobic sentiments across the country, many
Muslim women who choose to wear a hijab face this same anxiety. Ouri, a third-year
Arabic student and transfer student, explains that being openly Muslim can bring unwanted
attention and judgment. (Daily Bruin: University of California - Los Angeles, November
21, 2016).
One of New Mexico's top Muslim spiritual leaders has been held in federal detention for
more than two months, despite a judge's order he be released on bond, a move federal
officials say is necessary due to alleged national security concerns. In a lawsuit filed in
federal court seeking his release, Tahla Elsayed's attorney says he is the target of a "witch
hunt." The arrest of Elsayed, a Saudi-born Egyptian citizen and Islamic studies scholar, on
Sept. 1 stunned the local Muslim community and leaves the two mosques in Albuquerque
without an imam, or priest. (Albuquerque Journal (New Mexico), November 20, 2016).
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Ghanim and other Muslim students at universities across the Bay Area are taking
precautions after a number of hate crimes occurred on their campuses since the Nov. 8
presidential election of Donald Trump, who said during his campaign that he would ban
people of her faith from entering the country "We were mainly motivated to create it after
Esra Altun was attacked" on campus, said Abdelrahman, 22. "A lot of people were feeling
unsafe on campus after her attack, and they didn't want to walk alone." (The San Francisco
Chronicle (California), November 20, 2016).
Altun was walking to her car in a university parking garage, on the day the Berkeley
incident occurred, when a man came up behind her and grabbed her hijab, causing it to
tighten around her neck and choke her. Additionally, Abdelrahman proposed that a
workshop on hate crimes, including incidents inspired by Islamophobia, be added to
orientation sessions for new students. (The San Francisco Chronicle (California),
November 20, 2016).
Yasra Syed, a 23-year-old student at San Francisco State University and president of the
Muslim Women Student Association, said her fear isn't confined to campus boundaries.
"After the elections, I've been more conscious of my surroundings," Syed said, adding that
because many students at San Francisco State are commuters, they're more worried about
being targeted on Muni or BART. Throughout his campaign, Trump said Muslims should
be barred from entering the United States and called for a database to track American
Muslims. The Southern Poverty Law Center reported 437 reports of hateful intimidation
and harassment from Nov. 9 to Nov. 14. The center also stated that many incidents involved
direct references to the president-elect's campaign and slogans. The FBI released its annual
hate crime report on Monday, finding that anti-Muslim hate crimes spiked to 257 incidents
nationwide in 2015 compared to 154 in 2014, a 67 percent increase."It's so sad that these
incidents could happen to anyone," said Syed. "It's very scary just knowing that this is part
of the Bay Area." Also since the election, a Muslim teacher in a Georgia high school was
told via an anonymous note that she should hang herself with her headscarf, and a Michigan
police officer was suspended, and later resigned, after driving his pickup truck - with a
large Confederate flag in the bed - through a lawful anti-Trump rally. At Council Rock
North High School in suburban Philadelphia, swastikas and anti-gay slurs were found along
with "I Love Trump" messages. (The San Francisco Chronicle (California), November 20,
2016).
The naming of Trump's choices for attorney general, CIA director and national security
adviser drew public condemnations from Muslim civil rights groups as well as private
expressions of concern from several Arab states that cooperate closely with the United
States in the fight against the Islamic State and other terrorist groups. Some current and
former government officials worried that the appointments could reinforce perceptions
among the world's Muslims that the United States is at war against Islam itself. American
civil rights organizations and faith leaders said Friday they were disturbed by Trump's
appointment of retired Lt. Gen. Michael T. Flynn to be his top national security adviser.
Flynn, a former head of the Defense Intelligence Agency, has repeatedly referred to Islam
as "a cancer," claimed that a "fear of Muslims is rational" and warned - despite a lack of
evidence - that Sharia or Islamic law is spreading throughout the United States. Flynn
joined the board of Act for America, an activist group that has helped introduce bills to ban
Islamic Sharia law in nearly two dozen U.S. states, shortly after he joined the Trump
campaign. Act for America's founder, Brigitte Gabriel, has assailed a "cancer called
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Islamofacism" that permeates a Muslim world in which "extreme is mainstream." "Why
it's okay to be an anti-Muslim bigot and have a powerful post in the administration is a
mystery," Hooper said. Of Flynn, whom Hooper described as "beyond the pale," he said:
"He should not be in public office. We can only imagine what policies will flow from the
fact that he believes Islam is a cancer, and that he's been at war with Islam." (The
Washington Post, November 20, 2016).
A case involving a 21-year-old man from Bolingbrook who wanted to go to Syria to join
the Islamic State highlights the quandary of dealing with impressionable young Muslims
in the U.S. who fall under the sway of the militant group's online recruiters, a federal judge
said Friday as he sentenced the man to just over three years in prison (Chicago Daily
Herald, November 19, 2016).
With time served since his arrest at a Chicago airport in 2014, Mohammed Hamzah Khan
will be released late next year, after which, his attorneys say, he intends to enroll in college.
Kahn will also be subject to an exceptionally long 20 years of close monitoring that
prosecutors characterized as among the strictest in the district (Chicago Daily Herald,
November 19, 2016).
This week, a supporter of President-elect Donald Trump said in a national TV interview
that Japanese internment camps provide a precedent for a proposed registry of Muslims in
the United States.
In December, Trump used his campaign website to call "for a total and complete shutdown
of Muslims entering the United States" under an entry on "preventing Muslim
immigration." The candidate reiterated his call for a travel ban in the wake of the Orlando,
Florida, gay nightclub massacre in June (The Cincinnati Enquirer (Ohio), November 19,
2016).
For Dr. Inayat Malik, who emigrated in 1964, a travel ban for Muslims would mean a
suspension of people coming here from his home country of Pakistan (The Cincinnati
Enquirer (Ohio), November 19, 2016).
Donald Trump announced his pick for national security advisor, retired Lt. Gen. Michael
Flynn, who says "Islam is a cancer (CNN, SHOW: CNN NEWSROOM 3:00 PM EST,
November 19, 2016).
Trump also named retired Lt. Gen Michael Flynn as his national security adviser. A former
military intelligence chief, Flynn has accused the Obama administration of being too soft
on terrorism and has cast Islam as a "political ideology" and driver of extremism (The Daily
News of Los Angeles, November 19, 2016).
Trump's initial decisions suggest a more aggressive military involvement in counterterror
strategy and a greater emphasis on Islam's role in stoking extremism. Sessions, who is best
known for his hard-line immigration views, has questioned whether terror suspects should
benefit from the rights available in U.S. courts. Pompeo has said Muslim leaders are
"potentially complicit" in attacks if they do not denounce violence carried out in the name
of Islam (The Daily News of Los Angeles, November 19, 2016).
Trump also named retired Lt. Gen Michael Flynn as his national security adviser. A former
military intelligence chief, Flynn has accused the Obama administration of being too soft
on terrorism and has cast Islam as a "political ideology" and driver of extremism (Dayton
Daily News (Ohio), November 19, 2016).
Muslimleadersare"potentially complicit"inattacksiftheydo not denounce violence carried
out in the name of Islam (Dayton Daily News (Ohio), November 19, 2016).
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That same day after the election, a Muslim woman says, she was wearing a hijab as she
shopped in her favorite Wichita store when a woman stepped close to her. "Bye," the
woman said to the Muslim woman, waving her hand. "You need to go home ... pack up
and leave." (The Wichita Eagle (Kansas), November 22, 2016 Tuesday).
Officials have confirmed there have been incidents at two Wichita public schools and at a
private school in which students acted inappropriately in reacting to the presidential
election (The Wichita Eagle (Kansas), November 22, 2016 Tuesday).
Steinberg: Which are more dangerous, Muslims or gun owners? (Chicago Sun-Times,
November 21, 2016).
Republicans may be against gay marriage, but they'll happily wed "Radical" to "Islamic"
and "Islamic" to "Terror." (Chicago Sun-Times, November 21, 2016).
Yes, there is terror inspired by Islam. In their zeal to make those who disagree seem
ridiculous, the GOP insists that not using the phrase means you are unaware there are
terrorists who blame Islam for their actions (Chicago Sun-Times, November 21, 2016).
Look at it this way: terrorists also have two legs, and mirrored left and right halves to their
bodies - every single terrorist is like this, in fact - and yet we don't scream "BIPED
BILATERAL TERROR!" because that would draw white folk into the range of innocent
individuals who share their religion (Chicago Sun-Times, November 21, 2016).
Parents of a University of Oklahoma student asked whether their daughter would be safe
attending classes. One woman wanted to know if she could grocery shop without being
assaulted. Others, afraid to be identified as Muslim, inquired about religious law and
removing their head scarves in public. The phone calls to the Oklahoma chapter of the
Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) came in the wake of Donald Trump's
election on a platform built partly on a promise to ban Muslims and other immigrants from
entering the United States unless they submitted to "extreme vetting" of their ideologies.
He also called for building a wall along the nation's southern border.While many of those
who voted Trump into office celebrated his victory as a triumph of nationalism, others
heeded the Republican's electoral college trouncing of Democrat Hillary Clinton as an
emphatic endorsement of extremism."The biggest concern for the Islamic community is
the country has elected somebody that is blatantly hateful and bigoted toward our
community," said CAIR-OK Executive Director Adam Soltani. "When that kind of rhetoric
is allowed to take place on a national level, it creates an atmosphere of hostility, and a fear
of Muslims in our country, and our community has felt that."In Oklahoma, acts of religious
and racial hostility have bookended Trump's election, leaving some academics, civil rights
advocates and others to question whether the polarizing figure's ascent has emboldened
fringe groups on either end of the political spectrum."What we've seen in the last week are
white separatists and white nationalists that have been emboldened by the election results,
and we've seen a rise in reprehensible speech," said Ryan Kiesel, executive director of the
American Civil Liberties Union of Oklahoma (The Daily Oklahoman, (Oklahoma City,
OK), November 21, 2016).
It's been a difficult time for Muslims across the country. Trump's comments in the 2016
presidential campaign have released a flood of anti-Muslim sentiment in communities
throughout the United States. With this rising tide of Islamophobia, some students have
said they're worried about outward displays of their faith. Reporter Denise Lin talked to
Muslim students at UCLA to discuss the effects that Islamophobia has had on the Muslim
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community, and how students have been searching for solutions (Daily Bruin: University
of California - Los Angeles, November 21, 2016).
OURI - It was a really big day for me because I thought, "Am I going to be accepted? If I
display my beliefs, if I wear the hijab - this is important to me." (Daily Bruin: University
of California - Los Angeles, November 21, 2016).
LIN - Like many other students taking finals, Ouri was nervous on her last day of
community college ... but not for the usual reason. She didn't know how her classmates
would react to her coming to class and, for the very first time, wearing a hijab (Daily Bruin:
University of California - Los Angeles, November 21, 2016).
LIN - With the rise of Islamophobic sentiments across the country, many Muslim women
who choose to wear a hijab face this same anxiety. Ouri, a third-year Arabic student and
transfer student, explains that being openly Muslim can bring unwanted attention and
judgment (Daily Bruin: University of California - Los Angeles, November 21, 2016).
One of New Mexico's top Muslim spiritual leaders has been held in federal detention for
more than two months, despite a judge's order he be released on bond, a move federal
officials say is necessary due to alleged national security concerns (Albuquerque Journal
(New Mexico), November 20, 2016).
In a lawsuit filed in federal court seeking his release, Tahla Elsayed's attorney says he is
the target of a "witch hunt." (Albuquerque Journal (New Mexico), November 20, 2016).
The arrest of Elsayed, a Saudi-born Egyptian citizen and Islamic studies scholar, on Sept.
1 stunned the local Muslim community and leaves the two mosques in Albuquerque
without an imam, or priest (Albuquerque Journal (New Mexico), November 20, 2016).
Ghanim and other Muslim students at universities across the Bay Area are taking
precautions after a number of hate crimes occurred on their campuses since the Nov. 8
presidential election of Donald Trump, who said during his campaign that he would ban
people of her faith from entering the country (The San Francisco Chronicle (California),
November 20, 2016).
"We were mainly motivated to create it after Esra Altun was attacked" on campus, said
Abdelrahman, 22. "A lot of people were feeling unsafe on campus after her attack, and they
didn't want to walk alone." (The San Francisco Chronicle (California), November 20,
2016).
Altun was walking to her car in a university parking garage, on the day the Berkeley
incident occurred, when a man came up behind her and grabbed her hijab, causing it to
tighten around her neck and choke her.
Additionally, Abdelrahman proposed that a workshop on hate crimes, including incidents
inspired by Islamophobia, be added to orientation sessions for new students (The San
Francisco Chronicle (California), November 20, 2016).
Yasra Syed, a 23-year-old student at San Francisco State University and president of the
Muslim Women Student Association, said her fear isn't confined to campus boundaries
(The San Francisco Chronicle (California), November 20, 2016).
"After the elections, I've been more conscious of my surroundings," Syed said, adding that
because many students at San Francisco State are commuters, they're more worried about
being targeted on Muni or BART (The San Francisco Chronicle (California), November
20, 2016).
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Throughout his campaign, Trump said Muslims should be barred from entering the United
States and called for a database to track American Muslims (The San Francisco Chronicle
(California),November 20, 2016).
The Southern Poverty Law Center reported 437 reports of hateful intimidation and
harassment from Nov. 9 to Nov. 14. The center also stated that many incidents involved
direct references to the president-elect's campaign and slogans (The San Francisco
Chronicle (California, November 20, 2016).
The FBI released its annual hate crime report on Monday, finding that anti-Muslim hate
crimes spiked to 257 incidents nationwide in 2015 compared to 154 in 2014, a 67 percent
increase (The San Francisco Chronicle (California), November 20, 2016).
"It's so sad that these incidents could happen to anyone," said Syed. "It's very scary just
knowing that this is part of the Bay Area." (The San Francisco Chronicle (California),
November 20, 2016).
Also since the election, a Muslim teacher in a Georgia high school was told via an
anonymous note that she should hang herself with her headscarf, and a Michigan police
officer was suspended, and later resigned, after driving his pickup truck - with a large
Confederate flag in the bed - through a lawful anti-Trump rally. At Council Rock North
High School in suburban Philadelphia, swastikas and anti-gay slurs were found along with
"I Love Trump" messages (South Jersey Times (New Jersey), November 20, 2016).
National security choices stoke Muslim fears of an anti-Islamic White House (South Jersey
Times (New Jersey), November 20, 2016).
The naming of Trump's choices for attorney general, CIA director and national security
adviser drew public condemnations from Muslim civil rights groups as well as private
expressions of concern from several Arab states that cooperate closely with the United
States in the fight against the Islamic State and other terrorist groups. Some current and
former government officials worried that the appointments could reinforce perceptions
among the world's Muslims that the United States is at war against Islam itself (The
Washington Post, November 20, 2016).
American civil rights organizations and faith leaders said Friday they were disturbed by
Trump's appointment of retired Lt. Gen. Michael T. Flynn to be his top national security
adviser. Flynn, a former head of the Defense Intelligence Agency, has repeatedly referred
to Islam as "a cancer," claimed that a "fear of Muslims is rational" and warned - despite a
lack of evidence - that Sharia or Islamic law is spreading throughout the United States (The
Washington Post, November 20, 2016).
Flynn joined the board of Act for America, an activist group that has helped introduce bills
to ban Islamic Sharia law in nearly two dozen U.S. states, shortly after he joined the Trump
campaign. Act for America's founder, Brigitte Gabriel, has assailed a "cancer called
Islamofacism" that permeates a Muslim world in which "extreme is mainstream." (The
Washington Post, November 20, 2016).
"Why it's okay to be an anti-Muslim bigot and have a powerful post in the administration
is a mystery," Hooper said. Of Flynn, whom Hooper described as "beyond the pale," he
said: "He should not be in public office. We can only imagine what policies will flow from
the fact that he believes Islam is a cancer, and that he's been at war with Islam." (The
Washington Post, November 20, 2016).
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A case involving a 21-year-old man young Muslims in the U.S. who fall under the sway of
the militant group's online recruiters, a federal judge said Friday as he sentenced the man
to just over three years in prison.
With time served since his arrest at a Chicago airport in 2014, Mohammed Hamzah Khan
will be released late next year, after which, his attorneys say, he intends to enroll in college.
Kahn will also be subject to an exceptionally long 20 years of close monitoring that
prosecutors characterized as among the strictest in the district (Chicago Daily Herald,
November 19, 2016).
Kahn could have faced up to 15 years in prison. Prosecutors had asked for a five-year
sentence, saying Khan's cooperation in identifying two IS recruiters justified leniency. The
defense had asked for the sentence Judge John Tharp ended up imposing (Chicago Daily
Herald, November 19, 2016).
This week, a supporter of President-elect Donald Trump said in a national TV interview
that Japanese internment camps provide a precedent for a proposed registry of Muslims in
the United States (The Cincinnati Enquirer (Ohio), November 19, 2016).
In December, Trump used his campaign website to call "for a total and complete shutdown
of Muslims entering the United States" under an entry on "preventing Muslim
immigration." The candidate reiterated his call for a travel ban in the wake of the Orlando,
Florida, gay nightclub massacre in June (The Cincinnati Enquirer (Ohio), November 19,
2016).
For Dr. Inayat Malik, who emigrated in 1964, a travel ban for Muslims would mean a
suspension of people coming here from his home country of Pakistan (The Cincinnati
Enquirer (Ohio), November 19, 2016).
Donald Trump announced his pick for national security advisor, retired Lt. Gen. Michael
Flynn, who says "Islam is a cancer (CNN, SHOW: CNN NEWSROOM 3:00 PM EST,
November 19, 2016).
Trump also named retired Lt. Gen Michael Flynn as his national security adviser. A former
military intelligence chief, Flynn has accused the Obama administration of being too soft
on terrorism and has cast Islam as a "political ideology" and driver of extremism (The Daily
News of Los Angeles, November 19, 2016).
Trump's initial decisions suggest a more aggressive military involvement in counterterror
strategy and a greater emphasis on Islam's role in stoking extremism. Sessions, who is best
known for his hard-line immigration views, has questioned whether terror suspects should
benefit from the rights available in U.S. courts. Pompeo has said Muslim leaders are
"potentially complicit" in attacks if they do not denounce violence carried out in the name
of Islam (The Daily News of Los Angeles, November 19, 2016).
Muslimleadersare" potentially complicit"inattacksiftheydo not denounce violence carried
out in the name of Islam ((The Daily News of Los Angeles, November 19, 2016).DETROIT
- The U.S. Department of Justice has filed a lawsuit against the city of Sterling Heights
claiming the Detroit suburb was biased against Muslims when it shot down a plan to build
a mosque there last year (The Lawton Constitution (Oklahoma, December 31, 2016).
The Justice Department claims in the lawsuit filed Thursday in U.S. District Court in
Detroit that Sterling Heights officials catered to the fears and views of anti-Muslim
residents who showed up at public meetings and expressed views of all sorts in opposition
to the mosque (The Lawton Constitution (Oklahoma), December 31, 2016).
One person said "Remember 9/11," according to the lawsuit, while another held up a
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picture of a woman wearing a head covering and said he didn't want to "be near people like
this" and a third person asked Homeland Security to screen the group that wanted the
mosque, saying "they're cutting people's heads off; they kill our soldiers." (The Lawton
Constitution (Oklahoma), December 31, 2016).
A national security adviser who called Islam "a political ideology hiding behind a religion."
(The State Journal- Register (Springfield, IL), December 31, 2016).
choosing Cabinet members who have made controversial statements on religious and
ethical issues (The State Journal- Register (Springfield, IL), December 31, 2016).
Here is a list of some of the appointees and what they have said and done with regards to
religion. Rick PerrY. Perry is an outspoken evangelical Christian, stating the U.S. was
founded on "Christian values (The State Journal- Register (Springfield, IL), December 31,
2016).
"Suspension of entry or imposition of restrictions by the President, whenever the President
finds that the entry of aliens or of any class of aliens into the United States would be
detrimental to the interests of the United States. The President may, by proclamation, and
for such a period as he shall deem necessary, suspend the entry of all aliens or any class of
aliens as immigrants or non-immigrants, or impose any restrictions on the entry of aliens
he may deem to be appropriate." (The Coeur d'Alene Press (Idaho), December 30, 2016).
Why it was president Jimmy Carter, no less than 37 years ago, in 1979, to keep Iranians
out of the United States after Iran took American hostages (The State Journal- Register
(Springfield, IL), December 31, 2016).
Additionally, it is important to note that the McCarran-Walter Act also requires that an
"applicant for immigration must be of good moral character and in agreement with the
principles of our Constitution." Therefore, one could surmise that since the Quran forbids
Muslims to swear allegiance to the U.S. Constitution, technically, ALL Muslims should be
refused immigration to OUR country (The State Journal- Register (Springfield, IL),
December 31, 2016).
Now Donald Trump - a man who has repeatedly cast doubt on the patriotism of Muslims
- is the president-elect, and he has selected a national security adviser, retired Lt. Gen.
Michael Flynn, who has called Islam a "cancer." And a deep unease has again seeped into
the daily life of many here in this Muslim community of about (Herald Democrat
(Sherman, Texas), December 30, 2016).
"I'm sad about the crashed Russian military jet. The TU-154 could have carried up to 180
military personnel instead of just 92!" the tweet read (Los Angeles Times, December 30,
2016).
A spokeswoman for CAIR-LA directed inquiries to Ayloush's response on Facebook and
noted that no disciplinary actions had been taken against him (Los Angeles Times,
December 30, 2016).
A Muslim police officer and her teenage son were reportedly threatened in New York City.
Houses of worship, schools and even libraries have been vandalized (The Philadelphia
Tribune, December 30, 2016).
A recent study by the Associated Press, for example, found that roughly 17% of all city
and county law enforcement agencies nationwide didn't submit a single hate crime report
from 2009 to 2014. FBI statistics on hate crime violence are thus grossly under-inclusive,
as it defies logic to assume none of those localities experienced hate-driven violence (The
Philadelphia Tribune, December 30, 2016).
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Data from the Department of Justice spanning a nine-year period from 2003 to 2011
suggests that hate violence in America is 25 to 40 times higher than FBI totals suggest,
likely exceeding more than 250,000 incidents a year (The Philadelphia Tribune, December
30, 2016).
"If that happens, I would immediately go and register as one," declared one youthful
woman, a non-Islamic mother of two small children (The Philadelphia Tribune, December
30, 2016).
Trump's staff, however, says he never advocated a registry based on religion, but when
asked about it in an NBC-TV interview in November 2015, he said, "Oh I would certainly
implement that. Absolutely." (The Sonoma Index-Tribune (California), December 30,
2016).
It's uncertain that Trump will order a Muslim registry, although his transition team's chief
advisor on immigration, Kansas Secretary of State Kris Kobach, has said he advised Trump
to establish a list of immigrants and visitors from countries where terrorist organizations
are active. Read: refugees and others from predominantly Islamic places like Syria, Iran,
Iraq, Egypt, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Libya, Morocco, Tunisia, Sudan, Somalia and Algeria
(The Sonoma Index-Tribune (California), December 30, 2016).
Rohingya Muslim villagers who spoke to a group of visiting reporters in Myanmar's
Rakhine state have been harassed and, in at least one case, murdered. Government and
Rohingya advocates are offering conflicting accounts of who is responsible (Voice of
America News, December 29, 2016).
The body of one of the men who spoke to reporters was found headless in a river, while
others fled to neighboring Bangladesh. One woman told VOA by telephone from
Bangladesh that she feared for her life after telling the visiting journalists reporters that she
had been raped by soldiers (Voice of America News, December 29, 2016).
Human rights groups accused the Myanmar military of responding with excessive force,
and released satellite photos to support their claims that several Rohingya villages were
burned to the ground. Soldiers are also accused of rapes, killings and other abuses that
prompted thousands of Rohingya to flee to Bangladesh. Myanmar authorities reject the
charges (Voice of America News, December 29, 2016).
He will try to tighten screening for many applying from Muslim countries, NSEERS
entailed registering some 180,000 teenage boys and men from 25 countries, most of them
Muslim - subjecting them to fingerprinting, interrogations and, in some cases, periodic
visits from federal agents. At least 13,000 of them were placed into deportation proceedings
after overstaying their visas or otherwise failing to comply with rule, Ms. Shhaideh would
have been the first woman and the first Muslim to hold the office. "I can't wait until Trump
is president because he'll send you back to where you came from." (The Washington Post,
December 29, 2016).
The man then scooped up a handful of wood chips and threw them at Grajek's son. At that
moment, Grajek said, enough was enough. She decided to take off her head covering
(Dayton Daily News (Ohio), December 27, 2016).
"I had been on the fence regarding hijab, but that incident made it clear my religious choices
could be putting my son at risk," she said. Grajek's decision to doff the hi-jab follows
reports of assaults against Muslim women (Dayton Daily News (Ohio), December 27,
2016).
THE CITY'S former top cop said Sunday that the U.S. should more thoroughly vet
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immigrants, reflecting President-elect Donald Trump's calls for more scrutiny of people
entering the country from predominantly Muslim countries (Daily News (New York),
December 26, 2016).
Rep. Pete King this month urged Trump to monitor Muslims on a national level, and he
cited the NYPD's surveillance program as a model (Daily News (New York), December 26,
2016).
But they are a familiar part of the landscape. They are Christians. They have been a big
part of the community for decades. Muslims, however, are none of those things. Most of
what people know comes in the form of the daily drip of news into their iPads, and that
does not leave a good impression. So the part of the immigration message that really
resonates is about Muslims from the Middle East (Daily News (New York), December 26,
2016).
Hendersonville Presbyterian Church. "Terrorism is an ideology, it's not a religion, but the
religion that tends to give birth to it most often these days is Islam. The threat from that is
very real, and we can't just ignore it." (The Daily Gazette (Schenectady, New York),
December 26, 2016).
The FBI recently released statistics that show hate crimes against Muslims have increased
by 67 percent since 2015 (Queens Tribune (New York), November 17, 2016).
Although hate crimes and incidents had begun to spiral after 9/11 and had continued to
grow due to ISIS (the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant), last week's election results the
country has seen a stunning 7 percent increase in hate crimes (Queens Tribune (New York),
November 17, 2016).
On Thursday morning, a white middle-aged couple boarded the bus, walked towards her
and began yelling at her to take off her hijab because it is "not allowed" anymore Nicki
Pancholy, 41, of Milpitas said she felt fear and panic after discovering the note on her car.
She said she is not Muslim and wears a bandanna around her head because she has lupus
(Queens Tribune (New York), November 17, 2016).
Supporters of the bill, including Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, have painted it as a
matter of quality of life. But it has deepened a sense among the Arab minority that it is
being increasingly marginalized by his hard-line government (St. Louis Post-Dispatch
(Missouri), November 17, 2016).
"I cannot count the times, they are simply too numerous, that citizens have turned to me
from all parts of Israeli society, from all religions, with complaints about the noise,"
Netanyahu told his Cabinet this week (St. Louis Post-Dispatch (Missouri), November 17,
2016).
But Palestinians and Arab citizens of Israel see the initiative as yet another affront by an
increasingly hostile Israeli society and leadership (St. Louis Post-Dispatch (Missouri),
November 17, 2016).
On election day last year, Netanyahu galvanized his hawkish supporters by warning that
"Arab voters are going in droves to the polls." (St. Louis Post-Dispatch (Missouri),
November 17, 2016).
The FBI report on the recent uptick in hate crimes has Queens elected officials on edge
with incidents in Queens and across the city coming to the forefront of public attention.
Crimes are up 7 percent against minorities, and those targeting Muslims are up 67 percent
nationwide, according to the federal agency (St. Louis Post-Dispatch (Missouri),
November 17, 2016).
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On Nov. 10, Bellerose resident Fariha Nizam took her grievances to Facebook after a
middle-aged couple harassed her about the hijab she was wearing on a Q43 bus during a
commute to her internship in Manhattan. The couple were led to believe that Muslims are
no longer allowed to wear traditional garb following the election (TimesLedger
Newspapers (Queens, New York), November 17, 2016).
"I dare someone to tell me that this is simply a coincidental event," Nizam said. "I dare
someone to tell me that the route that I have taken for so many years without a single
incident happened to contain a couple of violent, hateful bigots simply because of bad luck.
Donald Trump did this to me, he did this to each and every minority group that I have been
holding in my prayers." Some of his most divisive comments have come at the expense of
the Muslim population in the U.S (TimesLedger Newspapers (Queens, New York),
November 17, 2016).
Students on campus have been battling islamophobic sentiments since Trump announced
his campaign in July 2015. Comments from the Trump campaign include proposed
implementation of "extreme vetting" for refugees entering the country from Islamic states,
deportation of Muslim immigrants and documentation of every Muslim in the country.
These comments and others from the President-elect have ignited conflict across the
country as our nation moves toward Trump's first 100 days (The Torch: Valparaiso
University, November 17, 2016).
Across the U.S., accounts compiled in the Twitter moment "Day One in Trump's America"
have told the story of islamophobic incidents from women having the hijab torn off their
heads to inflammatory comments and "Trump won, go home!" written on doors and walls
of a Muslim Student Association's prayer room on the campus of NYU has published
articles with titles like "Young Muslims in the west are a ticking time bomb" and "How
Muslim migrants devastate a community." (The Torch: Valparaiso University, November
17, 2016).
"There is a sense of suspicion wherever you go," Atassi said. "You always feel like people
are not always fully trusting of you if they can see that you're a Muslim. I think that's
probably a sense that all Muslim students have and truthfully a sense that all students that
are minorities feel." (The Torch: Valparaiso University, November 17, 2016).
Donald Trump's top immigration advisor wants to create a registry for Muslims, the
Tandon prayer room was graffitied with "Trump!" on the door and people shouted hateful
slurs to students wearing hijabs on campus this past week. Muslims faced Islamophobia on
and off NYU's campus throughout the election cycle, and with the Trump as the new
president-elect, some Muslims such as Stern junior Essma Bengabsia fear it will start
escalating (Washington Square News: New York University, November 17, 2016).
"Throughout the election season, Muslims have been treated like second-class citizens. I
don't know how else to say it," Bengabsia said. "We've been dehumanized and degraded to
be perceived as something less of an American and less of a human. Our deaths have been
celebrated, our patriotism has been questioned and our very citizenship within this nation
has been threatened." (Washington Square News: New York University, November 17,
2016).
Trump proposed a ban on all Muslims entering the United States, and Bengabsia said his
propositions made her ask, "Where will I go?" if new legislature banned her from the
country. Bengabsia said Trump's hateful rhetoric such as celebrating an army general who
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dipped bullets in pig blood and shot Muslims with them normalizes hate speech towards
Muslims (Washington Square News: New York University, November 17, 2016).
"Almost once a week for the past month, I have gotten verbally assaulted by Islamophobic
bigots," Bengabsia said. "I was standing in my local Starbucks recently, putting my straw
into my drink, when a man almost double my size leaned into my ear and muttered, 'fucking
terrorist.' A few days before that, I was walking in the streets of Boston when two men
stopped, stared me down and started shouting about how those people 'are going to fucking
bomb everything.' (Washington Square News: New York University, November 17, 2016).
Bengabsia said that in addition to harassment outside school, she has experienced
acceptance and normalization of racism, bigotry, ignorance and hate as a result of the
elections at NYU, and that has impacted her life by delegitimizing her basic human rights
(Washington Square News: New York University, November 17, 2016).
CAS sophomore Bayan Abubakr said that this situation will probably get worse under a
Trump presidency. Although Abubakr said that she personally has not been subjected to
many attacks, such as people ripping off her hijab, she thinks Islamophobia at NYU is
present through discourse between people (Washington Square News: New York
University, November 17, 2016).
Adding to this anxiety, Reuters is now reporting that Trump's policy advisers are mulling
a proposal that would reinstate a registry for Muslim immigrants. And a source familiar
with Trump's transition team tells CNN that Frank Gaffney, a man known for anti-Islamic
rhetoric, is now working with them on national security issues. This is a man who was a
big supporter of the theory that President Obama is a secret Muslim and was not born in
the United States (CNN NEWS; International, November 16, 2016).
BASATNEH: I've been wearing my head scarf for the past twelve years. It was my choice
since the beginning, since day one. And I can guarantee you that I will walk out of those
studios today and take off my head scarf and wear a hat instead because it's no longer safe
to walk on the streets with a head scarf on, as of now (CNN NEWS; International,
November 16, 2016).
BASATNEH: I'd like to share an incident that happened a couple of days ago. I was at a
hospital in Miami. I sat down. And I was wearing my head scarf. I went into the waiting
room and sat down next to an older, white guy. There was a seat between us, empty. So he
took out his pocket knife and set it next to me. And I felt very threatened. I was shocked.
And I was waiting to be stabbed just for the fact that I was wearing my head scarf (CNN
NEWS; International, November 16, 2016).
He then took his weapon, closed it, put it in his pocket, and walked past me and said, deport
them all. With such incidents happening to Muslim women who wear the head scarf on the
streets, on daily matters, it's no longer safe. And I don't know till when this is going to last
(CNN NEWS; International, November 16, 2016).
BASATNEH: You know, in the past, twelve years of wearing my head scarf, I occasionally
get the, "go back to your country," or, "you're a terrorist," something like that, on the streets,
and I'd ignore it. But for someone to pull out a weapon in a safe place, which was a hospital,
and set it next to me, and I was waiting to be stabbed, that just escalated to a whole new
level (CNN NEWS; International, November 16, 2016).
BASATNEH: President-elect Trump told Anderson Cooper a couple months ago that he
thinks Islam hates us. I don't know what's going to heal that wound because he -- he really
opened a large wound within the Muslim community. And to me personally, I think he
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needs to apologize for what he's been saying and to -- to reassure the Muslim community
that we will be safe, because I don't know when I will be able to walk on the streets with
my head scarf back on again (CNN NEWS; International, November 16, 2016).
Trump's win legitimized and normalized Islamophobia tendencies in many communities,
heightening it to new levels and empowering some to commit hate crimes towards Muslims
(The Daily Iowan: University of Iowa, November 16, 2016).
According to NBC News, Muslim students at San Jose University and San Diego State
University were recent victims of hate crimes. The hijab of a student from San Jose was
pulled while a man choked her. Another student at San Diego State was followed by two
men, who proceeded to rob her after making comments about Trump. The Iowa City Press
Citizen reported on Tuesday that a Sudanese-American family in Iowa City, who are
Muslims, discovered a racist note telling them to "go home" in front of their front door on
the night of Nov. 11 (The Daily Iowan: University of Iowa, November 16, 2016).
BERLIN -- A German organization that calls itself the True Religion and that is known for
distributing German-language copies of the Quran was outlawed on Tuesday, after the
authorities accused it of recruiting jihadists to fight in Iraq and Syria (The New York Times,
November 16, 2016).
''The organization brings Islamic jihadists together under the pretext of the harmless
distribution of the Quran,'' The move comes after months of surveillance of the
organization, whose bushy-bearded members have become a common sight in pedestrian
shopping areas in major German cities (The New York Times, November 16, 2016).
''The translations of the Quran are being distributed along with messages of hatred and
unconstitutional ideologies,'' Mr. de Maizière said. ''Teenagers are being radicalized with
conspiracy theories.'' (The New York Times, November 16, 2016).
Most of the nearly one million migrants and refugees who arrived in Germany last year
were Muslims. Security officials have been concerned that those who become frustrated or
disillusioned at the difficulty of starting a new life in Europe could provide fertile ground
for radical Islamists seeking to recruit members (The New York Times, November 16,
2016).
The campaign to hand out the Qurans to passers-by was the idea of Ibrahim Abou-Nagie,
a Palestinian who preaches a conservative brand of Islam known as Salafism (The New
York Times, November 16, 2016).
ATLANTA - Reported hate crimes against Muslims rose in 2015 to their highest number
since the aftermath of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, according to FBI statistics
released Monday (Telegraph Herald (Dubuque, IA), November 16, 2016).
The most recent reporting covers calendar year 2015, which included the terror attacks in
Paris and San Bernardino, Calif., as well as Republican Donald Trump's call for a ban on
all Muslims entering the U.S. All of those, however, did not occur until the final two
months of the year (Telegraph Herald (Dubuque, IA), November 16, 2016).
Last year, there were 257 reported incidents of anti- Muslim bias compared to 154 the year
before, a 67 percent increase. The number of reported hate crimes against Muslims peaked
at 481 in 2001 (Telegraph Herald (Dubuque, IA), November 16, 2016).
"We saw a spike in anti- Muslim incidents nationwide beginning toward the end of 2015.
That spike has continued until today and even accelerated after the election of Presidentelect Trump," Hooper said (Telegraph Herald (Dubuque, IA), November 16, 2016).
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At Breitbart, Bannon's antagonisms manifested themselves in coverage that routinely
referred negatively to Muslims, inner-city minorities and women, among other groups.
Often the facts were suspect, as when Breitbart wrote about an extremely flawed poll's
finding that more than half of American Muslims wanted Shariah law, or suggested that
Hillary Clinton's aide, Huma Abedin, might be a Saudi operative (Telegraph Herald
(Dubuque, IA), November 16, 2016).
One Breitbart writer declared, "America has a Muslim problem," and made clear he was
not talking about extremist Muslims, but all Muslims (Cecil Whig (Elkton, Maryland),
November 15, 2016).
Long before the FBI released its findings, American Muslims had sounded the alarm on a
rise in attacks they categorized as " Islamophobic," targeting Muslims specifically because
of their faith. A resurgence of anti-Muslim and anti-immigrant rhetoric, most notably in
Donald Trump's presidential campaign, correlated with a flurry of reports of assailants
ripping off headscarves, spraypainting slurs on mosques and harassing or even beating
Muslims in the street (Cecil Whig (Elkton, Maryland), November 15, 2016).
The anti- Muslim offenses were part of a nearly 7 percent increase overall in hate crime
incidents, according to the FBI's statistics, which many activists consider underreported
because not all jurisdictions record bias-related offenses and there's a relatively high bar of
proof for getting such a classification. The FBI recorded 5,818 incidents in 2015 - 59
percent were related to race or ethnicity, 20 percent were related to religious bias and nearly
18 percent were related to sexual orientation (The Chronicle (Willimantic, Connecticut),
November 15, 2016).
In a half- hour interview, Galloway mentioned several incidents he knew of personally:
His wife, who wears a headscarf, has been yelled at to "Go home!" A colleague believes
her scarf was the reason the driver of a huge pickup truck tried to run her off the road last
week in Knoxville, Tenn. A student he knows in Nashville said a teacher told Muslim and
Latino students to get their passports ready now that Trump will be president. "Do we have
to move now” (The District Chronicles: Howard University, 15 Nov, 2016)
Such was the reality in hundreds of Muslim homes in Raleigh and across the nation as
parents tried to comfort their children and to calm their own fears in the wake of Donald's
Trump's election (The District Chronicles: Howard University, November 15, 2016).
The Republican candidate, who proposed banning Muslims from entering the United
States, monitoring mosques and torturing terrorism suspects is now the president-elect, and
for many American Muslims that's an uncomfortable reality (The District Chronicles:
Howard University, November 15, 2016).
The shooting in the usually harmonious university town became part of a larger narrative
of hate crimes against Muslims (The District Chronicles: Howard University, November
15, 2016).
Jamil Qurneh, a Raleigh businessman, recalled a scene at the pool during family vacation
at a Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, resort this summer in which a distraught mother pulled
her son away from his children saying, "You can't play with these kinds of people." (The
District Chronicles: Howard University, November 15, 2016).
Many people have been on edge, especially Muslim Americans. NPR's Joel Rose reports
on a New Jersey mosque where members are trying to figure out their place in the
community and in America (NPR All Things Considered, November 15, 2016).
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AZRA BAIG: Someone wrote ISIS sympathizer on the sign. AZRA BAIG: The next day
we found another sign that was vandalized. So multiple times basically the same signs were
vandalized - you know, Miss ISIS, anti-American, raghead (NPR All Things Considered,
November 15, 2016).
ATLANTA - Reported hate crimes against Muslims rose in 2015 to their highest number
since the aftermath of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, according to FBI statistics
released Monday (The Seattle Times, November 15, 2016).
The most recent reporting covers calendar year 2015, which included the terror attacks in
Paris and San Bernardino, Calif., as well as Republican Donald Trump's call for a ban on
all Muslims entering the United States. All of those, however, did not occur until the final
two months of the year. Critics say his pledge has contributed to anti-Muslim sentiment
(The Seattle Times, November 15, 2016).
This past year, there were 257 reported incidents of anti-Muslim bias compared with 154
the year before, a 67 percent increase. The number of reported hate crimes against Muslims
peaked at 481 in 2001 (The Seattle Times, November 15, 2016).
Authorities on two California State University campuses, in San Diego and San Jose, were
investigating reports that two women wearing headscarves were attacked. At San Diego
State University, authorities said car keys and a vehicle belonging to a Muslim woman
were stolen by two men who targeted her while she wore a hijab and made comments about
Trump's election ((The Seattle Times, November 15, 2016).
American Muslims are reeling following the election of Trump, whose campaign was rife
with anti-Muslim rhetoric and proposals that included banning Muslims from entering the
country and heightened surveillance of mosques across the nation. Now, among many of
the 3.3 million Muslims living in the U.S., there is significant fear, along with some reports
of harassment; one hijab-wearing student at San Diego State University said she was briefly
choked by suspects who made remarks about Trump's victory (Chico Enterprise-Record
(California), November 14, 2016).
"There are lots and lots of people who aren't going out of the house," said Eboo Patel, a
Muslim who heads the Interfaith Youth Core, a Chicago-based organization that works
with colleges and government officials to build interreligious relationships (Chico
Enterprise-Record (California), November 14, 2016).
"They were worried for me," said Khan, a 21-year-old graduate student at the University
of Texas at Dallas.
"They were scared for me to go outside, as someone who wears a hijab." (THE DALLAS
MORNING NEWS, November 14, 2016).
Khan's parents weren't the only ones who were scared. Last week, frightened by the
sweeping victory of a man who at one point called for a national database to track Muslims,
young Muslim Americans across Texas described feeling alienated from the only country
they've known as home (THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS, November 14, 2016).
According to a study released in September, hate crimes against American Muslims have
skyrocketed over the last two years to a level not seen since the aftermath of the Sept. 11
attacks. Khan and others attribute much of that spike to Trump's rhetoric (THE DALLAS
MORNING NEWS, November 14, 2016).
Since Tuesday, there have been reports of widespread harassment against Muslims and
other minority groups in schools across the country. In Plano, one Muslim student reported
that a group of students called him a terrorist and used a racial slur to refer to his African38
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American friend (THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS, November 14, 2016).
"I already knew there was the fear, but I didn't know there was the hate, too," Ghwari said.
"When people look at me, all that they can see is a foreign woman." (THE DALLAS
MORNING NEWS, November 14, 2016).
Local Muslims are registering fear, disbelief and shock at Trump's ascendancy, especially
in light of his proposal of banning Muslims from entering the U.S. and his suggestion that
Muslims carry identification cards (The State Journal- Register (Springfield, IL),
November 14, 2016).
Maryam Mostoufi likened the Muslim situation the last eight years to a pressure cooker
(The State Journal- Register (Springfield, IL), November 14, 2016).
"It's been heating up and heating up and heating up and Donald Trump opened the valve,"
said Mostoufi, who often speaks on behalf of the local Muslim community, which has
about 300 members from over 30 different countries (The State Journal- Register
(Springfield, IL), November 14, 2016).
Mostoufi said the reality Muslims face in the current political climate can't be ignored. The
Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR), a civil rights and advocacy group, has
reported a spike in Islamophobic hate crimes. Recently, in Gwinnett, Georgia, a Muslim
teacher was told to "hang herself" with her hijab, or head covering. And in Troy, Michigan,
a jogger was arrested for exposing himself to a Muslim woman and hurling racial epithets
at her (The State Journal- Register (Springfield, IL), November 14, 2016).
A University of New Mexico student said another student pulled off her hijab, wearing a
Trump shirt and making comments suggesting she was a terrorist while doing so, according
to ABC News. Multiple reports of people pulling off Muslim-Americans' hijabs and
making threatening comments have surfaced since Tuesday's election results (Daily
O'Collegian: Oklahoma State University, November 13, 2016).
When Joe Gavish saw the truck, with its "I Hate Muslims" bumper sticker and enormous
flapping Trump flags, he knew it would catch fire on social media. So he quickly posted a
video on Facebook, along with a plea to "check this guy out." (The Washington Post,
November 13, 2016).
Other commenters suggested the driver had good reason for his views. By Wednesday
night, Gavish had deleted the video (The Washington Post, November 13, 2016).
The note, scribbled in black ink, also told her to "tie" her headscarf around her neck and
"hang yourself with it." (Journal, The (Cortez, Dolores, Mancos, CO), November 12,
2016).
The incident comes as similar incidents involving harassment and hateful messages against
people from certain backgrounds were reported in other parts of the country following
Trump's victory. On the campaign trail, the president-elect had promised to keep Muslims
from entering the United States. He later backed off from a complete ban, saying his
proposal would keep immigrants from countries that have been "compromised by
terrorism." (Journal, The (Cortez, Dolores, Mancos, CO), November 12, 2016).
In Ohio, a Muslim woman, her children and elderly parents were threatened by a man while
they were stopped at a traffic light, according to the Ohio chapter of the Council on
American-Islamic Relations. The man allegedly approached the family's car, banged on
the window, and told the woman that she "doesn't belong in this country" - while yelling
obscenities and taking pictures of her children (Journal, The (Cortez, Dolores, Mancos,
CO), November 12, 2016).
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A man had approached her from behind earlier in the afternoon and pulled at her hijab,
choking her and throwing her off balance, the e-mail said (The Boston Globe, November
11, 2016).
"He caused me to choke, and my back arched," the student, 19-year-old Esra Altun, told
NBC Bay Area on Thursday (The Boston Globe, November 11, 2016).
In fact, there have been at least three reports of attacks on Muslim women since the
election, two in California and one in Louisiana. All three women were wearing a hijab
(The Columbus Dispatch (Ohio), November 11, 2016)
One attack occurred on the campus of San Diego University, where a Muslim woman said
she was hit by two men on Wednesday who shouted at her about being Muslim and
mentioned Trump. Authorities have deemed that a hate crime. The other California incident
occurred at San Jose State University, where something similar unfolded. And at the
University of Louisiana-Lafayette, a Muslim woman was hit in the head with a metal object
by two men who took her hijab. She said that one was wearing a Trump hat (The Columbus
Dispatch (Ohio), November 11, 2016)
As Altun approached her car that afternoon, a man came up behind her in the third-floor of
the garage and pulled her by her head scarf, or hijab, causing it to tighten around her neck
and choke her, she said (The San Francisco Chronicle (California), November 11, 2016).
It is important to keep in mind that Islamophobia in America did not begin with Trump,
and it will not end with Trump. Former presidential speechwriter Michael Gerson once
noted in a Washington Post column that Islamophobia is becoming an entrenched platform
within the Republican Party. During the last two nomination cycles, Gerson observed,
Republican candidates have proposed requiring a loyalty oath for Muslims to serve in
government and ruled out Muslims serving in their administration; called Shariah law "a
mortal threat to the survival of freedom in the United States"; described Muslim
immigration as "colonization," warning that Muslim immigrants "want (Chicago Tribune,
November 10, 2016).
to come and conquer us"; said there were only a handful of "reasonable, moderate followers
of Islam"; and described Islam as "a religion that promotes the most murderous mayhem
on the planet." (Chicago Tribune, November 10, 2016)
He also said he would consider requiring Muslim-Americans to register with the
government or to carry special identification cards with us at all times. (Chicago Tribune,
November 10, 2016)
After Trump confirmed to reporters that he would set up a database for Muslim Americans,
an NBC News reporter asked him point-blank: "Is there a difference between requiring
Muslims to register and Jews in Nazi Germany?" "You tell me," Trump replied, walking
away (Chicago Tribune, November 10, 2016)
Middle school rolls around and the first wave of terrorist jokes comes with it, with one kid
in my sixth grade homeroom telling me "Allah hu akbar" - a common Arabic prayer phrase
meaning "God is great" - was a terrorist cry, and another asking me why my family and I
support Osama bin Laden. As I get older, I see the pundits on Fox News asking why it's
always my religion causing the problems, and I hear my high school classmates wondering
aloud, "But why are they so violent?" You deal with the Islamophobia, ranging from the
benign to the malicious and from the simply misinformed to the purely intolerant.
(Massachusetts Daily Collegian November 10, 2016)
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A female student wearing a hijab near the University of Louisiana at Lafayette was hit on
Wednesday with a metal object, had obscenities shouted at her and had her head scarf
removed by two suspects, including one wearing a Trump hat, university police said on
Thursday. (Metro – Philadelphia November 10, 2016)
Another female student in a hijab at San Diego State University was assaulted and robbed
on Wednesday, the university said. The assailants were reported to have made comments
to the victim in support of Trump and hurled anti-Muslim insults at her, the school said in
a statement, adding the case was being investigated as a hate crime. (Metro – Philadelphia,
November 10, 2016)
He went on to say that being a Muslim in America this year has forced him to deal with
discrimination brought up by anti-Muslim rhetoric in the media and throughout the
presidential election. (The Eagle: American University, November 8, 2016)
Smith said, "No lies will be told. It's not about rhetoric against Muslims. It's about what
they teach their own people," according to CBS 19. (The Forum: Piedmont Virginia
Community College
November 8, 2016)
According to Gaubatz, Muhammad transitioned from a religious leader into a political and
military leader upon arriving at Medina. (The Forum: Piedmont Virginia Community
College November 8, 2016)
Later suras (chapters) in the Koran were less peaceful, because Muhammad had more
followers, according to Gaubatz, who also added that the later suras always took precedent
over the earlier ones. (The Forum: Piedmont Virginia Community College November 8,
2016)
Using this perspective, Gaubatz pointed out that Muhammad married his wife when she
was six and consummated the marriage when she was nine, concluding that it can't be
against Islamic law. Audible gasps and exclamations of disbelief rose from the audience.
(The Forum: Piedmont Virginia Community College November 8, 2016)
The next topic of the lecture involved the treatment of those not of the Muslim faith.
Gaubatz said that according to Sharia law, Muslims gave pagans and unbelievers the choice
to convert or die. Christians, Jews and Zoroastrians had the third option of paying a penalty
tax. Gaubatz acted out this last point by comparing it to paid protection in Brooklyn. He
spoke with a fake New York accent, saying, "Hey, how about a little side money," while
rubbing his thumb against his fingers in the familiar gesture for money grubbing (The
Forum: Piedmont Virginia Community College November 8, 2016)
The next set of Suras presented involved passages advocating terror, according to Gaubatz.
He referenced several verses from the Koran before asking the audience, "Were people
terrorized on 9/11?" The audience responded, "Yes!" "Was it against Islamic Law?" "No!"
(The Forum: Piedmont Virginia Community College November 8, 2016)
He finished that portion of lecture by saying that the events of September 11, 2001 had
everything to do with Islamic law. (The Forum: Piedmont Virginia Community College
November 8, 2016)
The last subject of the lecture included passages from Muslim literature that allegedly said
that Allah intended to kill Christians and Jews and send them to hell during the the day of
judgment. Gaubatz said that Muslims now (The Forum: Piedmont Virginia Community
College November 8, 2016)
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''I have to go an extra hour earlier than anybody else, because it's not random checking,''
Ms. Syed said. (The New York Times November 8, 2016)
An American and a Muslim, Ms. Syed wears a hijab, or head covering. More often than
not, she said, she is pulled aside at security check-in for secondary screenings and patdowns, the examiner feeling her head through the hijab. (The New York Times November
8, 2016)
Ms. Syed, along with many of her American Muslim friends and Islamic-rights advocates,
is all too familiar with what many refer to as the stigma of traveling while Muslim. (The
New York Times November 8, 2016
no-fly lists. But for followers of Islam who signal their identity through the way they dress,
their clothing can sometimes feel like a red flag. (The New York Times November 8, 2016)
Since posting the video on Facebook, CAIR has received five credible phone calls from
Muslim community members about FBI agents wanting to interview them, Salem said.
That's in addition to the three reports that prompted her warning. (THE DALLAS
MORNING NEWS, November 7, 2016)
Trump said that he wouldn't rule out the unthinkable. The reporter pressed the point to its
logical extreme, eventually asking if Trump would be content with forcing Muslims to
register with the government or wear special identification on their clothes. "He wouldn't
rule it out," the article reads. (The Daily Texan: University of Texas at Austin, November
7, 2016)
He reiterated the comments the next day, when an NBC reporter asked him if he'd compel
Muslim-Americans to specially register. "Absolutely!" he said. (The Daily Texan:
University of Texas at Austin, November 7, 2016)
"Who is an American?" is the epitomic question of this election. More specifically, are
Muslim-Americans really Americans? Trump says no (The Daily Texan: University of
Texas at Austin, November 7, 2016)
They cringed, but were not surprised, when he suggested law enforcement spy on their
mosques--a controversial tool that has become all-too commonplace after the Sept. 11,
2001 attacks--and have the federal government establish a database of all Muslims living
in the US. (Long Island Press (New York) November 7, 2016)
"Go back where you came from!" people yell, he says. "Sometimes they would use the 'F'
word." (Long Island Press (New York) November 7, 2016)
"This is quite derogatory and full of hatred," Jabbar continues. "And this has never been
before--and this is because of Trump." (Long Island Press (New York) November 7, 2016)
In September, Adelphi University in Garden City shared with the Long Island Press
preliminary results of a study scrutinizing how the election has impacted Muslim
Americans. Respondents overwhelmingly blamed the rancorous presidential election for
their feeling unsafe in the US. A majority also said they felt obligated to prove their
patriotism and have experienced their loyalty come under fire. (Long Island Press (New
York) November 7, 2016)
But now Muslim Americans, a group that accounts for about 1-percent of the US
population and one that is often used as a tool by some to sew fear in the hearts of concerned
Americans, will finally have their moment to have their voices heard--at the polls. (Long
Island Press (New York) November 7, 2016)
Now there are calls to boycott Chobani. Ulukaya and the company have been taunted with
racist epithets on Twitter and Facebook. Fringe websites have published false stories
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claiming Ulukaya wants "to drown the United States in Muslims." And the mayor of Twin
Falls has received death threats, partly as a result of his support for Chobani. (The Post
Standard (Syracuse, NY) November 6, 2016)
But while an alliance of well-known companies was now working together on the issue,
the online critics zeroed in on Chobani. Shortly after Ulukaya spoke in Davos, the far-right
website WND published a story originally titled "American Yogurt Tycoon Vows to Choke
U.S. With Muslims (The Post Standard (Syracuse, NY) November 6, 2016)
"We are asking for the immediate halting of all Muslim immigration and the removal of all
illegal aliens from the United States," the controversial Florida pastor told a Detroit radio
station back in 2011. "We are asking for the monitoring of all the mosques in America."
(The Washington Post, November 6, 2016)
They told their audiences that Islam isn't a religion but a political ideology that is inherently
violent and opposed to Judeo-Christian values. They warned that mosques and Muslims
should be watched. And they argued that practicing Islam means belief in the oppression
of women and the murder of infidels, and that the religion is therefore unconstitutional.
(The Washington Post, November 6, 2016)
Most important of all, they said, was to stop the advance of what they labeled "creeping
sharia," an alleged Muslim plot to impose Islamic law across American institutions. (The
Washington Post, November 6, 2016)
The theory that 'the Muslims are coming'" has helped anti-Muslim activists to "malign
Muslim individuals and groups, and suggest that they have some sort of terrorist ties," Patel
said. "We've seen this with [longtime Hillary Clinton aide] Huma Abedin. And we've seen
a concerted campaign against [Muslim lobbyist group] the Council on American-Islamic
Relations for some time." (The Washington Post, November 6, 2016)
The business of speaking out against Muslims also has been lucrative. (The Washington
Post, November 6, 2016)
Seven charitable groups provided $42.6 million to "Islamophobia think tanks" such as
those run by Gaffney and Gabriel between 2001 and 2009, researchers at the Center for
American Progress found. (The Washington Post, November 6, 2016)
The Islamic State was practicing Islamic law when it executed journalists and religious
minorities, the anti-Islam activists told their audiences, and so were the gunmen who
carried out the 2015 and 2016 terrorist attacks in Paris, Brussels, San Bernardino, Calif.,
and Orlando. (The Washington Post, November 6, 2016)
When Trump in December first called for a "total and complete shutdown of Muslims
entering the United States," he cited a widely debunked poll, conducted by Conway for
Gaffney's Center for Security Policy, that claims that 25percent of Muslims surveyed
supported violence against Americans and that 51percent think Muslims should have the
choice of being governed by sharia in America. (The Washington Post, November 6, 2016)
On the campaign trail, where Trump warns repeatedly of the dangers posed by Muslims,
the candidate is articulating, Gaffney said, "the most serious and thoughtful and necessary
policy toward the threat that we face from the global jihad movement of anybody in public
life at the moment." (The Washington Post, November 6, 2016)
"Anyone who believes sharia law supplants American law will not be given an immigrant
visa," Trump said at an August campaign rally in North Carolina. The crowd shouted its
response. (The Washington Post, November 6, 2016)
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Nationalist groups have complained that the increase in Muslims threatens traditional
Greek values, while the leftist-led government and Mayor Giorgos Kaminis, of Athens,
have insisted that the creation of the mosque is an obligation for Greece as a European
Union member state. (The New York Times on the Web, November 5, 2016)
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Some prominent Republicans immediately criticized him for these decisions, even
claiming that he is the founder of the Islamic State group and a closeted Muslim. For these
people, Islam presents a threat to society, one that the president should crush. (The Hoya:
Georgetown University, November 4, 2016)
Yet, failure to name the threat allows individuals to imagine their own enemies. When
terrorists scream "Allahu Akbar" before committing their acts, Islam becomes associated
with radicalism in the public conscience. When political leaders fail to even mention the
word Islam in response to attack, it angers those who have already made an association
between the Islam and terrorism. When demagogues put the blame on Islam as a whole,
this reinforces these individuals' association of Islam and terrorism. (The Hoya:
Georgetown University, November 4, 2016)
German chancellor calls for ban on veils; Merkel appears to be girding for next year's
election amid rising anti-migrant fervor (Los Angeles Times, December 7, 2016)
In a distinct nod to voter angst over an enormous influx of mainly Muslim migrants, the
62-year-old leader for the first time endorsed legal restrictions on face-covering veils in
public. (Los Angeles Times, December 7, 2016)
Merkel said bans on coverings such as the burqa and niqab should be enacted "wherever it
is legally possible" – (Los Angeles Times, December 7, 2016)
Merkel says,"Our law takes precedence over honor codes, tribal or family rules and over
sharia law," she said. "That has to be spelled out clearly." (Los Angeles Times, December
7, 2016)
Many privacy and civil rights advocates worry Trump will seek to expand these powers
further in order to spy on Muslim Americans, activists and political opponents. (Los
Angeles Times, December 7, 2016)
The Southern Poverty Law Center reported more than 700 incidents against immigrants,
African Americans, Jews, Muslims and women in the week following Election Day, as
well as approximately 30 anti-Trump incidents. (Plainview-Old Bethpage Herald (New
York) December 7, 2016)
"Children are the hardest hit. They are extremely anxious," said Maryann Slutsky,
executive director of Long Island Wins, a nonprofit organization that provides online
resources to educate people on immigration policy and their rights. "If you're a little kid
and your parents are undocumented, what happens to you?" (Plainview-Old Bethpage
Herald (New York) December 7, 2016)
"This is absolute madness! Islam is incompatible with western civilization!" Rodne wrote
on Facebook. "In the interim, Amicans [sic], arm yourselves!!!!!" (The Seattle Times,
December 7, 2016)
Merkel says, "We don't want any parallel societies," she said. "Our law takes precedence
before tribal rules, codes of honor and sharia." (The Washington Post, December 7, 2016)
"We are still fighting over the question of what is legally possible," CDU lawmaker Jens
Spahn told broadcaster Deutschlandfunk. "And I would actually like to ban it everywhere.
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I don't want to see the full veil - no niqab, no burqa - in public life in Germany." (The
Washington Post, December 7, 2016)
THE CITY'S growing hate epidemic spread Monday when for the second time in a week,
a Muslim woman was taunted on a train and accused of being a terrorist. (Daily News (New
York) December 6, 2016)
Yasmin Seweid, 18, was taunted on a 6 train by several drunken men shouting "Donald
Trump" who called her a terrorist and told her to take the "rag" off her head. (Daily News
(New York) December 6, 2016)
"You're a terrorist!" the passenger shouted at her," according to cops. "You shouldn't be
working for the city. Go back to your country!" (Daily News (New York) December 6,
2016)
You guys think this is a joke," Nelson said, according to a criminal complaint. "I'll slit your
throat, you ISIS (expletive)." (Daily News (New York) December 6, 2016)
ANN ARBOR -- A letter received by the Islamic Center of Ann Arbor also was sent to
mosques across the country this week, addressing Muslims as "children of Satan" and
declaring President-elect Donald Trump as the "new sheriff in town." (The Post Standard
(Syracuse, NY) December 6, 2016 Tuesday)
AS COPS arrested a Brooklyn man they say shouted anti-Muslim slurs and threatened an
off-duty cop wearing a hijab in Brooklyn, the father of a girl she saved from a fire expressed
sympathy for her. (Daily News (New York) December 5, 2016 Monday)
When Elsokary intervened, the man called her an "ISIS (expletive)," and threatened, "I will
cut your throat. Go back to your country!" police said. (Daily News (New York) December
5, 2016 Monday)
Three white men walked up to Seweid on Thursday night on the 6 train near E. 23rd St.
and chanted "Donald Trump! Donald Trump!" before ripping her bag off her shoulder and
trying to pull off her hijab. "Oh, look, a (expletive) terrorist," they said, according to
Seweid. "Get the hell out of the country! You don't belong here!" (Daily News (New York)
December 5, 2016 Monday)
The police department revealed today that the city has witnessed a 115 percent increase in
bias crimes since President-elect Donald Trump triumphed over Hillary Clinton last monthand paid tribute to one of the victims, a Muslim cop who became the victim of threats while
off-duty in Brooklyn. (New York Observer, December 5, 2016)
Flynn tweeted a link to a YouTube video at 4 December, 2016 with the message: "Fear of
Muslims is RATIONAL. (Lewiston Morning Tribune, December 4, 2016)
Muslim woman harassed on subway says she 'can't let it stop my life'; Three men taunted
Yasmin Seweid, tried to yank off her hijab NYPD Hate Crimes Task Force is investigating
(Newsday (New York) December 4, 2016 Sunday)
STRAPHANGERS stood by and watched as three drunk white men repeatedly screamed
"Donald Trump!" and hurled anti-Islam slurs Thursday at a Muslim Baruch College student
before trying to rip her hijab off her head on an East Side subway, the woman told The
News. (Daily News (New York), December 3, 2016 Saturday)
They kept screaming Trump's name at her, and then said, "Oh look, a (expletive) terrorist,"
she said. "Get the hell out of the country!" they yelled during the train ride. "You don't
belong here!" (Daily News (New York), December 3, 2016 Saturday)
The Islamic Center of Davis received an anonymous letter at 2 December, 2016 threatening
genocide on all American Muslims last Saturday, adding Davis to a growing number of
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cities that have received similar letters. The letter claims that "There's a new sheriff in town
-- President Donald Trump ... He's going to do to you Muslims what Hitler did to the Jews."
It calls upon Muslims to pack their bags and ends "Long live President Trump and God
bless the USA." (The Davis Enterprise (California) December 2, 2016 Friday)
Trump told CNN's Anderson Cooper that "tremendous hatred" partly defines the world's
second-largest religion. "I think Islam hates us," he said, adding that it's hard to distinguish
between the religion and Islamic extremism. (Fresno Bee (California) December 2, 2016
Friday)
FBI hate crime statistics released this month show 257 reported such crimes against
Muslims last year, a 67 percent surge over 2014. (Fresno Bee (California) December 2,
2016 Friday)
Donald Trump chosed retired Marine Gen. James Mattis to be secretary of defense,
according to people familiar with the decision, selecting a former senior military officer
who has said that responding to "political Islam" is the major security issue facing the
United States. (Las Vegas Review-Journal, December 1, 2016 Thursday
The Southern Poverty Law Center, a Montgomery, Ala.-based organization that tracks hate
crimes nationally, documented more than 700 instances of "hateful harassment" during the
week after the Nov. 8 presidential election. At least two of those were in Middlebury: the
scrawling of swastikas on the door of Havurah House, Addison County's Jewish
congregation; and F*** MUSLIMS/#TRUMP2016 on a whiteboard outside a Middlebury
College dorm room occupied by two Muslim students. (Addison County Independent
(Vermont) December 1, 2016)
Flynn is an adviser and a former speaker for ACT for America, an organization described
by the Southern Poverty Law Center as the "largest grassroots anti-Muslim group in
America." In a speech to that organization he described Islam as a "cancer" and "a political
ideology . . . that definitely hides behind religion." He has stated that "Sharia law is
spreading in the United States" and tweeted that "Fear of Muslims is RATIONAL."
(Columbus Ledger-Enquirer (Georgia) December 1, 2016 Thursday)
“Hate speech serves to reinforce negative stereotypes and cast a shadow of suspicion and
doubt over all Muslims," said James Sues, executive director of CAIR's New Jersey
chapter. "We urge state and federal law enforcement authorities to investigate this incident
as a possible hate crime." (Home News Tribune, December 1, 2016 Thursday)
A Muslim teenager of Pakistani origin was brutally beaten in Hamilton, Ontario by white
men with baseball bats and his family believes the attack was "race related." An avowed
supporter of Donald Trump, the paper said, was filmed yelling at a black man on a Toronto
streetcar, telling him to "go back to your f----g country" and "Go Trump." (Journal, The
(Cortez, Dolores, Mancos, CO) December 1, 2016)
General Flynn wrote that the United States needed to confront a global ''alliance'' between
''radical Islamists'' and the governments of China and North Korea, as well as Russia.
''Suffice to say, the same sort of cooperation binds together jihadis, Communists and
garden-riety tyrants,'' (The New York Times, December 1, 2016)
Gora says things have improved vastly in the period since, but the shift of Islamophobic
rhetoric into the mainstream has perturbed Bradford's Muslim women. (The Observer,
November 27, 2016)
"These are scary times, there's a heightened fear and anxiety over what the future holds.
The Muslim community feels it's under a magnifying glass. The rhetoric in the media,
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constant negative messages being disseminated. It's unsettling," she said. Even in
Manningham, racist attacks have happened. "We've had women with their headscarves
ripped off," said Gora nodding to Carlisle Road, lined with charity stores and a greendomed masjid. (The Observer, November 27, 2016)
In a briefing note to Casey, the Runnymede Trust said that Pakistani and Bangladeshi
women encountered "discrimination at every stage of the recruitment process". (The
Observer, November 27, 2016)
She added: "If you have a CV fit for purpose and you've been rejected for similar jobs on
many occasions, it affects you. Issues of low aspirations and confidence combined with a
degree of racism start in the education sector." Various studies quantify the marginalisation
of Muslim women. MPs in August revealed that white women. (The Observer, November
27, 2016)
. Women recount illegal forms of interrogation at job interviews like being asked if they
are married or if they will contemplate removing their headscarf. "They keep saying: 'I
can't get a job, I've applied hundreds of times.' Others tell us: 'When I turn up I get questions
like would I wear that all the time?" (The Observer, November 27, 2016)
Mughal says women are frequently targeted in the street for wearing the headscarf. New
police figures obtained by the Observer reveal that incidents of anti-Muslim hate crime are
eight times higher this year in Bradford than Rotherham, the South Yorkshire town where
the grooming scandal has prompted racial tensions. (The Observer, November 27, 2016)
The anti-Muslim hate crime hotline Tell Mama recorded another 23 incidents in the region
during that period. (The Observer, November 27, 2016)
THE terror suspect at the centre of the Brussels and Paris bombings was funded by two
British Muslims who gave him £3,000 in a Birmingham park, a court heard yesterday.
(DAILY MAIL, November 25, 2016)
The Arab region has been facing threats from the religious terrorist organizations,
particularly the Muslim Brotherhood group -- the mother of all of them. These terrorist
groups have put the region on the road to catastrophe, unlike at any other time in the Arab
region's modern history. (Arab Times, November 24, 2016)
The NYPD's Hate Crimes Task Force is investigating a possible bias crime that occurred
Saturday night in Long Island City in which a group of three white men attacked a Muslim
teenager. The 17-year-old was sitting outside 21-35 21st St.just after 7 p.m. when the
assailants approached and one yelled, "I don't want no Muslims (expletive) sitting on this
bench," according to an NYPD spokeswoman. (Times Ledger Newspapers, November 23,
2016)
The driver Mohhamed had captured the abusive, obscenity-filled trirade from a white man
in a white SUV shouting, "Trump is president, [expletive]! You you can kiss your
[expletive] visa goodbye, scumbag." he said. "They'll deport you soon. Don't worry, you
[expletive] terrorist." (Times Ledger Newspapers, November 23, 2016)
There are significant numbers of Sunni Muslims here who support Islamic State and alQa'ida and maniacs who may want to launch attacks in Ireland. (Sunday Independent,
November 20, 2016)
After years of spouting fanatical extremism, defending terrorist attacks on the West, calling
for Barack Obama's death, radicalising on social media and preaching from a soapbox
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outside the GPO, Kelly had turned from propagandist to activist. (Sunday Independent,
November 20, 2016)
After being radicalised in a Saudi jail, where he served eight months for distilling alcohol,
Kelly went to London in 2002 and hooked up with the now jailed extremist Anjem
Choudary, and reportedly trained with the Taliban in Pakistan. (Sunday Independent,
November 20, 2016)
But the Garda's principle suspicion was that Kelly was trying to radicalise young Muslims
online. (Sunday Independent, November 20, 2016)
The Jordanian moved to Ireland with his family in 2000. He applied for asylum but
abandoned that after his son was born here. Gardai had been monitoring him since 2011,
the year of the Arab Spring uprisings across the Middle East, when he was suspected of
helping people to travel. Based on intelligence they gathered over the next four years,
gardai later described him in court as a "recruiter" of Isil terrorists, a "foremost organiser"
and "facilitator" of Isil in Ireland. (Sunday Independent, November 20, 2016)
Muslims who failed to condemn terrorist acts were "potentially complicit". (Irish
Independent, November 19, 2016)
Mr Pompeo said: "When the most devastating terrorist attacks on America in the last 20
years come overwhelmingly from people of a single faith, and are performed in the name
of that faith, a special obligation falls on that faith's leaders to respond. (Irish Independent,
November 19, 2016)
"Instead, their silence has made most Islamic leaders across America complicit in these
acts." (Irish Independent, November 19, 2016)
[Huma Abedin]'s mother, [Kumar] alleged, writes for a magazine in Saudi Arabia with
connections to the Muslim Brotherhood, an organization banned in the United States. "Why
is the daughter of such a person a top aide to Clinton?" Kumar asked, alleging, "Huma in
general is as pro-terrorist as you could be... She's got a really dark background. I don't
understand why Hillary will associate herself with Huma." (India Abroad, November 11,
2016)
The Republican Hindu Coalition, headed by Chicago businessman Shalabh ?Shalli' Kumar,
branded her ?pro-terrorist.' (India Abroad, November 11, 2016)
A 30-second television ad, beamed on desi channels here, questioned her ?Pakistani and
Saudi background.' (India Abroad, November 11, 2016)
The ad began by attacking Clinton, alleging she is sympathetic towards Pakistan. It went
on to say, ?Hillary gave billions of dollars in aid and military equipment used against India.
(India Abroad, November 11, 2016)
"Huma in general is as pro-terrorist as you could be... She's got a really dark background.
I don't understand why Hillary will associate herself with Huma." (India Abroad,
November 11, 2016)
"Everything I ever cared to know about Islam was taught to me by Muslims on 9-11-2001";
where armed, masked protestors will patrol outside a mosque to, in their words, "Stop the
Islamization of America"; where state officials compare Syrian refugees to a pit of
venomous snakes and joke about nuking "the Muslim world"; and where at least one state
lawmaker made Muslim visitors to her office swear an oath "to renounce Islamic terrorist
groups and publicly announce allegiance to America and our laws." (Current, November
9, 2016)
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The overwhelming majority Texas Republican voters who responded to a University of
Texas/ Texas Tribune poll just ahead of the election also held "very unfavorable" views on
the Black Lives Matter movement. Seven out of ten Texas Republicans "strongly favor"
subjecting Muslims living in this country - American Muslims - to "more scrutiny than
people in other religious groups," according to the poll. (Current, November 9, 2016)
And when it comes to how conservatives in Texas treat Muslims - well, this state has been
a laboratory for trickle-down Islamophobia for some time. Public school teachers who
teach in districts with high Arab-American populations publicly and unapologetically rant
about how Muslims are "the evil of the world." Others teach their students how Islam is
"an ideology of war." Some might call a Muslim student a terrorist in front of the class.
Others might call the cops if a kid named Ahmed brings a clock with too many wires to
school. (These are all real life Texas examples from just the past year.) (Current, November
9, 2016
"Everything I ever cared to know about Islam was taught to me by Muslims on 9-11-2001";
where armed, masked protestors will patrol outside a mosque to, in their words, "Stop the
Islamization of America"; where state officials compare Syrian refugees to a pit of
venomous snakes and joke about nuking "the Muslim world"; and where at least one state
lawmaker made Muslim visitors to her office swear an oath "to renounce Islamic terrorist
groups and publicly announce allegiance to America and our laws." (Current, November
9, 2016)
A group of suspected Isis supporters accused of radicalising people and sending them to
fight in Syria have been arrested in Germany. The German federal prosecutor's office said
the five men were part of a "national Salafist-jihadi network" suspected of supporting Isis.
The group's alleged leader is a preacher known as Abu Walaa, who is the head of a group
promoting an "authentic understanding of Islam" through online speeches, videos and texts.
(Independent - Daily Edition, November 9, 2016)
Abu Walaa is known for his online sermons and is also prominent on Facebook, with more
than 25,000 followers on a page offering his religious teachings. His official Facebook
page contains tacit references to jihadi violence. "The Arabs fight us with their religion and
they call it terrorism," says one post, with an altered picture of Barack Obama, Hillary
Clinton and other American politicians. Another includes photos of air strikes in Syria and
Iraq saying the preacher's "heart bleeds", while one orders Muslim couples not to argue
while the "nation" needs their help. The post says: "The Ummah [nation] is bleeding and
crying out for help, and Muslims are fighting about whether the socks have been washed
or not." (Independent - Daily Edition, November 9, 2016)
radicalised that they are in danger of becoming terrorists". (Independent - Daily Edition,
November 9, 2016)
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan was at his repellent best when he was interviewed
by Israeli television journalist Ilana Dayan last week (The Jewish Star (New York)
November 30, 2016)
In the summer of 2014, when Israel went to war in Gaza to bring an end to the barrages of
missiles and rockets that Hamas terrorists fired over the border. (The Jewish Star (New
York) November 30, 2016)
With many of his fellow citizens uneasy over immigration, terrorist attacks and the
integration of Muslims, Mr. Fillon vowed to restore a more traditional France by strictly
regulating Islam and limiting immigration, and promised an alliance with Russia to crush
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what he called "totalitarian" Islamists. (International New York Times, November 27,
2016)
Azmi told ANI that a conspiracy was being hatched to link Naik's NGO to terrorist
activities. (News International (ANI), November 26, 2016)
"Zakir Naik was neither given notice nor was he summoned. I reckon that a conspiracy is
being created to link Zakir Naik's foundation to terrorist activities. (News International
(ANI), November 26, 2016)
U.S. President Barack Obama's policy to resettle 10,000 Syrians in the United States has
been met with fierce opposition, primarily from Republicans who have expressed concern
that Islamic State could exploit the system to enter the country and carry out terrorist
attacks. (Handelsblatt Global Edition, November 7, 2016)
Muslim fliers, particularly women who cover their hair, are often subjected to extra
screening, which requires more time to navigate security. (International New York Times,
November 7, 2016)
"I have to go an extra hour earlier than anybody else, because it's not random checking,"
Ms. Syed said. (International New York Times, November 7, 2016)
An American and a Muslim, Ms. Syed wears a hijab, or head covering. More often than
not, she said, she is pulled aside at security check-in for secondary screenings and patdowns, the examiner feeling her head through the hijab. (International New York Times,
November 7, 2016)
Ms. Syed, along with many of her American Muslim friends and Islamic-rights advocates,
is all too familiar with what many refer to as the stigma of traveling while Muslim.
(International New York Times, November 7, 2016)
But for followers of Islam who signal their identity through the way they dress, their
clothing can sometimes feel like a red flag. (International New York Times, November 7,
2016)
Being a business executive or a professional like Ms. Syed - a Yale Law School graduate
and commercial litigator in the prestigious firm Boies, Schiller & Flexner - does not
necessarily exempt American Muslim travelers from the sort of scrutiny that they say has
become more common in recent years as a result of terrorist incidents and anti-Islamic
political rhetoric. (International New York Times, November 7, 2016)
"I don't want them to see the humiliation I am going to go through," she said (International
New York Times, November 7, 2016)
"Word on the Muslim street is that if you're Muslim it's either really hard to get that or it
doesn't necessarily help anyway," she said. (International New York Times, November 7,
2016)
"Unfortunately, the global terror network created racial profiling against Muslims," said
Hilal Elver, a professor at the University of California, Santa Barbara and author of "The
Headscarf Controversy: Secularism and Freedom of Religion." (International New York
Times, November 7, 2016)
The deputy leader of far-right group Britain First has been found guilty of religiously
aggravated harassment after hurling abuse at a Muslim woman wearing a hijab in front of
her four young children. (The Independent -November 4, 2016)

50

378.

379.

380.

381.

382.

383.

384.

385.
386.
387.

388.
389.

390.

Around 20 Britain First members took part in the "patrol" of Bury Park, distributing
branded newspapers which had a front page reading "World War Three has begun - Islam
against the world" (The Independent -November 4, 2016)
Footage of the incident with Ms Sharpe was edited and included in a video which was
posted on the party's YouTube channel. District Judge Mellanby said she was aware that
as a result, Ms Sharpe had been branded a "terrorist" on some websites. (The Independent
-November 4, 2016)
words spoken by the show's presenter, journalist Andrew Neil , meant that he was "a
member of a rogue's gallery of extremists who actively encourage the hatred of, violence
towards and murder of non-Muslims", and that he promoted and encouraged religious
violence by telling Muslims that violence in support of Islam would constitute a man's
greatest deed. (Media Lawyer, November 3, 2016)
"The claimant also uses a variety of rhetorical, didactic and other techniques in his
speeches, which have the effect of enhancing the attractiveness and authenticity of the core
extremist message to his audience." (Media Lawyer, November 3, 2016)
He had also used a variety of historical and metaphorical devices to cloak and embellish
his extremist messages, and had used his position as an Imam to state definitive (extremist)
religious theological positions, the judge said. (Media Lawyer, November 3, 2016)
Microinsults according to Sue, include remarks and comments that are culturally
insensitive and rude to a particular demographic. These would include being considered
barbaric, aggressive, or violent; bracketed as terrorists; name calling such as ragheads;
Osama Bin Laden costumes on Halloween; and slurs insinuating that the entire population
is criminal. Microassaults go a step further - verbal and nonverbal attacks are made.
(Islamic Horizons, November 1, 2016)
In conversations with eighth graders over the last five years, I have repeatedly heard how
they feel guilty about 9/11 even though they were born after it, and are stressed in public
places where there is media coverage of a terrorist event. Having these conversations at
home, and sharing your own public and workplace experience of Islamophobia, and how
you dealt with it, are tools that need to be passed on to our kids. (Islamic Horizons,
November 1, 2016)
"Muslim problem" and proclaimed that "Islam hates us". (The Evening Standard,
November 24, 2016)
Flynn has described Islamism as a "vicious cancer" present in all Muslims, and described
fear of the religion as "rational". (The Evening Standard, November 24, 2016)
[Walid Phares] is an American citizen and a Maronite Christian of Ixbanese origin who has
been outspoken about radical Islam in books he's authored, including, "Future Jihad:
Terrorist Strategies against America" and "The Coming Revolution: Straggle for Freedom
in the Middle East." (Arab American News, November 19, 2016)
outspoken about radical Islam in books he's authored, including, "Future Jihad: Terrorist
Strategies against America" (Arab American News, November 19, 2016)
Flynn has had a long history of anti-Muslim comments and associations. Earlier this year,
at a Texas event hosted by the anti-Islam hate group ACT for America, Flynn compared
Islam to "a cancer" and said that faith of 1.6 billion people worldwide "definitely hides
behind being a religion." (Arab American News, November 19, 2016)
"One of America's notorious Islamophobes. (Arab American News, November 19, 2016)
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Gaffney, like many other Islamophobes, had a strange fixation with "Sharia Law"enticing
fear into mainstream Americans that Muslims living in the U.S. had an agenda to make it
the law of the land. (Arab American News, November 19, 2016)
He caused anger in June 2013 when he said Muslims who fail to condemn terrorist acts
were "potentially complicit". (The Daily Telegraph, November 19, 2016)
." Mr Trump's appointment of Mr Flynn as national security adviser puts back into power
a retired intelligence officer who has called Islam "a cancer". (The Daily Telegraph,
November 19, 2016
As a result of my activism, I was physically attacked three times by Islamic
fundamentalists: (Freethought Today, November 1, 2016)
On Jan. 11, 2014, I was attacked by a group of fundamentalists with the intent to kill me.
(Freethought Today, November 1, 2016)
On May 12, 2015, I organized a protest in Syihet against the murder of blogger Ananta
Bijoy Dash after he was killed by fundamentalists. (Freethought Today, November 1,
2016)
As an activist and documentary film-maker who has spent more than two decades
investigating religious fundamentalism in Britain, I can reveal that sharia courts seek to
undermine British law, subject women to humiliation, subjugation and the risk of physical
harm, and apply a version of Islamic law that is far more extreme than that used in Muslim
countries such as Bangladesh and Pakistan. The most prominent sharia councils are also
the fundamentalist ones. (MAIL ON SUNDAY (London) November 13, 2016)
Yet a generation ago, they were unknown. Now, because of pressure from radical mosques
and elsewhere, the basic principle of equality in marriage is dispensed with in favour of an
extreme interpretation of Islamic law. The ending of a marriage in a civil court is simply
not enough for a woman to feel she will not be labelled an adulterer if she marries again.
That is why some women choose' sharia divorce, even if they are already divorced. (MAIL
ON SUNDAY (London) November 13, 2016)
By common agreement, Islamic divorces account for the vast majority of cases heard in
the sharia courts, which are dominated in this country by fundamentalists who seek to
perpetuate the male domination of marriage. (MAIL ON SUNDAY (London) November 13,
2016)
. But in truth the first was established around 1986 by Islamic fundamentalists in an attempt
to promulgate their rigid version of faith. (MAIL ON SUNDAY (London) November 13,
2016)
Another is the Piranhas gang which was formed after extremist Muslim prisoners began
assaulting other inmates and trying to convert them. (The People, November 13, 2016)
Ashton, 33, is alleged to have been moved to another prison after Muslim inmates
threatened to harm him. (The People, November 13, 2016)
despite, in recent years, the rise in attacks on French Jews from a small segment of Muslim
extremists. (Jewish Chronicle, November 11, 2016)
In 2012, the murder of four French Jews in Toulouse by an Islamist gunman ushered in
what the president of the Conference of European Rabbis, Pinchas Goldschmidt, has called
a "wave of jihadist murders and other attacks" that has had a deep impact on the feeling of
safety of many of the 500.000 Jews living in France. (Jewish Chronicle, November 11,
2016)
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The perpetrators of 9/11 were Muslim extremists bent on destroying the United States. (The
Irish Times, November 10, 2016)
He was sent to prison for eight months, where he converted to Islam. After serving his
sentence, Kelly assumed the name Khalid, and moved to London, where he became friends
with extremist cleric Omar Bakri. (MAIL ON SUNDAY (London) November 6, 2016)
As a leading member of Bakri's banned group Al-Muhajiroun, Kelly attended extremist
rallies across London. (MAIL ON SUNDAY (London) November 6, 2016)
Pakistan, where he was training with the Taliban, earning him the nickname. (MAIL ON
SUNDAY (London) November 6, 2016)
Ahead of travelling to Pakistan to train with the Taliban, Kelly was reported as saying that
he could end up killing a British soldier within a week. (MAIL ON SUNDAY (London)
November 6, 2016)
"We're in a world war against a messianic mass-movement of evil people, most of them
inspired by totalitarian ideology: radical Islam," (The Economist, November 26, 2016)
: "Fear of Muslims is RATIONAL." (The Economist, November 26, 2016)
". He holds that jihadism is an "existential" threat to America's way of life. (The Economist,
November 26, 2016)
. It was also infuriated by his insistence that the war against jihadists was being lost, even
as Mr Obama was trying to put it behind him. (The Economist, November 26, 2016)
A FORMER governor of a group of schools at the centre of the so-called "Trojan horse"
affair has spoken of how her 19-year-old son was radicalised by Islamist extremists and
eventually died fighting with Isil in Syria. (The Daily Telegraph (London) November 23,
2016
hardline Muslim groups had attempted to infiltrate schools in the city. (The Daily
Telegraph (London) November 23, 2016)
"disturbing" evidence of attempts to take control of schools to spread an ultraconservative
brand of Islam, leaving children "vulnerable" to radicalisation. (The Daily Telegraph
(London) November 23, 2016)
Mrs Benyahia, 46, a British convert to Islam, has recently set up a support group to reverse
the process of radicalisation, working with experts to identify "triggers" for vulnerable
youngsters. (The Daily Telegraph (London) November 23, 2016)
In an extensive interview with the BBC, offering a rare glimpse into the experiences of
families of those who have travelled to join Jihadist networks, Mrs Benyahia describes how
the teenager gradually changed during the course of 2014. (The Daily Telegraph (London)
November 23, 2016)
The TTP, LeJ and IS are united in their pathological loathing of Shias, who make up an
estimated 20% of Pakistan's population. They also regard the relatively gentle, folksy
version of Islam practised by many Sunnis in Pakistan, with its Sufi shrines and saints, as
blasphemous. (The Economist, November 19, 2016)
The two local jihadist outfits are, in part, creatures of Pakistan's disastrous policy of
attempting to harness Sunni militancy to advance its own domestic and regional agenda.
The TTP sees itself as a sister organisation of the Afghan Taliban, a group long patronised
by Pakistan as a tool to influence the internal affairs of its neighbour. LeJ's parent
organisation, Sipah-e-Sahaba, was backed by the state in the 1980s as a counter to Pakistani
Shias who sympathised with the Iranian revolution. More recently the state allied itself

53

421.

422.

423.

424.

425.

426.

427.

428.

429.

430.

431.

with Shafiq Mengal, among LeJ's current crop of leaders, in an effort to suppress the 12year-old separatist insurgency in Balochistan. (The Economist, November 19, 2016)
The Ahle Sunnat-Wal-Jamaat, successor to Sipah-e-Sahaba, was supposedly banned in
2012 but remains influential and active. Its leader, Muhammad Ahmed Ludhianvi, was
photographed meeting the interior minister on October 21st and was allowed to take part
in a recent rally in the capital with other hardliners at which anti-Shia rhetoric flowed
freely. (The Economist, November 19, 2016)
. The registration for Muslims could be even more accurate if they're all made to fill out
one of those personality quizzes called "How jihadist are you?" They would have to answer
a series of question such as: "You've had a stressful morning as the washing machine has
broken down and need to unwind. Do you a) book yourself in for a foot massage b) relax
with a bottle of wine and a takeaway pizza c) strap gelignite to your chest and march into
Walmart screaming, 'In the name of Allah the almighty, the merciful, let us bring holy war
to your infidel faulty appliances, peace be upon him" and blow yourself up?' (The
Independent - November 18, 2016)
A top Isis commander in Afghanistan has called the President-elect Donald Trump a
"complete maniac" and said his "utter hate towards Muslims" will make it "much easier"
to recruit thousands more supporters. (The Independent - November 16, 2016)
Mr Trump was widely condemned for his call, shortly after the terrorist attacks in Paris in
November 2015, to temporarily ban all Muslims from entering the United States until he
figured out "what the hell was going on". (The Independent - November 16, 2016)
A senior Taliban commander in Afghanistan said the group had kept track of Mr Trump's
speeches and anti-Muslim comments: "If he does what he warned in his election campaign,
I am sure it will provoke Muslim Ummah [community] across the world and jihadi
organisations can exploit it." (The Independent - November 16, 2016)
Hisham al Hashimi an adviser to the Iraqi government on Sunni jihadist movements, told
Reuters that "Al-Qaeda is known for its recruitment strategy that heavily quotes speeches
of the White House and other Western officials." (The Independent - November 16, 2016)
The President-elect vocalised his tough stance on Islamic militants during his campaign,
vowing to defeat "radical Islam just as we won the Cold War". However, he has failed to
give extensive details on his plans to combat jihadist groups. (The Independent - November
16, 2016)
THE advocates of cultural diversity like to see themselves as progressive but in truth they
are agents for oppression and fear. Through their bullying demands for submission to their
dogma they are destroying the very liberties on which our democratic society is based.
(Scottish Express, November 3, 2016)
A disturbing example of this trend can be seen in the case of British gymnast Louis Smith,
who was punished this week by officialdom for showing insufficient reverence towards
Islam. (Scottish Express, November 3, 2016)
The action against him by his professional body British Gymnastics arose after a video
emerged of Smith and fellow gymnast Luke Carson joking about the religion at a private
wedding in a Northamptonshire hotel. In the footage which caused the furore Carson
mimicked the Islamic prayer practice and shouted "Allah Akbar", while Smith laughed at
his antics. (Scottish Express, November 3, 2016)
For this behaviour Smith has been turned into a pariah. He has received death threats from
jihadists and vilification from the media. (Scottish Express, November 3, 2016)
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Muslim leaders constantly talk of "Islamophobia" if any of their religious sensitivities are
challenged. But Islam is not a race, it is a belief system, and like all faiths it should be open
to questioning, censure or humour. The idea that any religion, especially one as
controversial as Islam, should be above debate is repugnant. (Scottish Express, November
3, 2016)
Many Muslim Americans cringe at the way they have been portrayed by both candidates
during the US presidential campaign - either as potential jihadis or eyes and ears who can
help the government's anti-terror efforts. (Asian Image, November 2, 2016
Those descriptions, offered by Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton respectively, are
troubling to Muslims who complain they are being pigeonholed and their concerns on other
issues ignored. (Asian Image, November 2, 2016
Mr Trump answered a question about how to stop Islamophobia in America by saying
American Muslims must report other Muslims engaging in dangerous behavior. (Asian
Image, November 2, 2016)
Both the passers-by are covered in black Islamic gowns, only a glimpse of their eyes show
from the 2 in gap in the veils across their faces. (DAILY MAIL (London) November 3, 2016)
Savile Town was left to become an ethnic enclave. And it seems that this detachment from
mainstream society had disturbing repercussions. For this small area has produced several
young jihadists who disappeared to fight and die as suicide bombers for Islamic State in
the Middle East. (DAILY MAIL (London) November 3, 2016)
Lorraine Matthews, in the house near the canal, is outspoken in her comments about the
community in which she now lives: I wouldn't go out at night on my own as it is dangerous
if you're not from the Muslim community. It isn't sensible for a woman to walk there after
dark. The Asian lads gather on the corners, they make you feel intimidated because they
don't respect white women.' (DAILY MAIL (London) November 3, 2016)
I asked one tall teenager, wearing an Islamic cap and white robes over his jeans, for
directions to the mosque entrance. His response was to spit at me and shout: Go away, you
shouldn't be here. Don't come back.' It is depressing to be confronted with such aggression
(DAILY MAIL (London) November 3, 2016)
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The Chronicle (Willimantic, Connecticut)
November 30, 2016

Come together; ECSU program builds bridges to Islam
MICHELLE FIRESTONE
WILLIMANTIC - Feryal Salem said she cried when she heard that Republican Donald Trump won the presidential
election.
The president-elect, who beat Democrat Hillary Clinton in the Nov. 8 race, has instilled fear in many MuslimAmericans.
"Our president-elect did say offensive things about other groups as well, but Muslims were under the
spotlight," said Salem, assistant professor of Islamic scriptures and law and co-director of the Islamic
Chaplaincy Program at Hartford Seminary.
Salem, who said she " grieved" and " mourned" after learning about the presidential election results, was one of three
panelists during "Honest Conversations with Muslim Neighbors," an event in the Betty Tipton Room in the Eastern
Connecticut State University Student Center Tuesday evening.
The event was hosted by ECSU Campus Ministry and the Windham Region Interfaith Working Group.
The event, designed to educate the public about Islamic culture, was co-sponsored by Connecticut (ECSU, Page 4)
(Continued from Page 1)
Council for Interreligious Understanding, Hartford Seminary and the Muslim Coalition of Connecticut.
Terry Schmitt, the executive director of Connecticut Council for Interreligious Understanding, moderated the panel.
The other two panelists were Refai Arefin, an attorney and imam for the Islamic Association of Greater Hartford, a
mosque in Berlin, and Diana Hossain, a recently retired professor at Manchester Community College.
Salem noted racism and Islamophobia were not "deal breakers" for many who voted during the presidential election.
Since the election, she said many mosques around the country have received hate mail.
During the long, divisive presidential campaign, Trump frequently targeted Muslims as a way to eliminate terrorist
threats, even going so far as to suggest they be temporarily banned from coming to the U.S.
Critics decried that campaign promise as going against the Constitutionally protected freedom of religion.
"There are women who have taken head coverings off out of fear," said Salem. "I'd never do that."
She said while many Muslims are scared, "I'm a tough cookie."
Audience members asked several questions during the two-hour event, including questions about Islamic beliefs.
Muslims believe in God, "Allah" in Arabic, and the Prophet Muhammad, who is the prophet, or "messenger," of God.
"It's not a tribal identity," said Salem. "You have Muslims of various different ethnic groups."
Muslims follow five pillars: "Shahada," recitation of the Muslim profession of faith; "salat," performing ritual prayers
in the proper way, five times a day; "zakat," paying an alms (charity) tax to benefit the poor and the needy; "sawm,"
fasting during the month of Ramadan; and "hajj," a pilgrimage to Mecca.
Hossain noted that charity is not just about donating money.
For example, she said she gives charity through her work with English as a second language students. Hossain taught
ESL and coordinated the ESL program at MCC.
Hossain also created and taught a course in peace and conflict studies at MCC.
She said there is charity in almost "everything I do."
Panelists also discussed the significance of wearing a head scarf.
"Men as well as women are supposed to be dressed modestly," said Hossain.
Salem said covering her head "helps me to keep a certain mindfulness in why I believe in what I do."
"It's a spiritual practice," she said.
Another issue addressed during the panel was how non-Muslims should respond when they see Muslims engaging in
prayer.
One audience member said they went to a store and saw a Muslim store owner praying in his store.
That person inquired as to what he or she should have done in that situation.
"If you're not in a hurry, you could wait," said Hossain.
One person asked why radical Islam has become attractive to young people and what can be done to stop it.
Arefin said Islamic State members are "terrorists and their goal is to cause as much harm to society and kill as many
people as possible."
He said the radicalization is not happening at the mosques, rather, it is happening "by-and-large" on the internet.
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"It's a problem that society as a whole has to tackle," Arefin said.
He said it is important to make sure young people are well-educated about religions and do not "feel bullied."
The panelists noted the importance of reaching out to people who are from different cultural backgrounds.
"No one knows I'm a Muslim," said Hossain. "I fly right under the radar."
Salem said it is important to "say hello" to people, noting that, often, people are "afraid to talk to me" because they
think "I'm strict or rigid."
She said by interacting with people from different cultures, we learn more about ourselves.
Hossain said there about 43 mosques in Connecticut.
"We have an open-door policy," said Arefin, noting anyone is welcome to visit the mosque in Berlin that he works at
Imam Refai Arefin answers a question at Eastern Connecticut State University's 'Honest Conversations with Muslim
Neighbors' forum Tuesday night.
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Las Vegas Review-Journal
November 30, 2016

Thoughts on Trump's Cabinet, Mitt and Castro's death
WAYNE ALLYN ROOT LAS VEGAS REVIEWJOURNAL
To put Donald Trump's Cabinet in Las Vegas terms, so far I'm all in.
I think the president-elect's picks are fantastic. All of his national security picks understand we are at war with
radical Islam. They aren't afraid of identifying our attackers as "Islamic terrorists." They won't mislabel
"Islamic terror attacks" as "workplace violence" or some other excuse. They couldn't care less about political
correctness. They understand their job isn't to be sensitive to the feelings of our enemies. Their only job is to
protect Americans. Period.
In light of what appears to be a terrorist attack Monday at Ohio State University by a Somali refugee, it's time
to practice "extreme vetting." It's dumbfounding to realize that President Barack Obama has imported 43,000
Somali refugees into our country since taking office. Ninety-nine percent of those are Muslims, according to
the Washington Examiner.
Add in hundreds of thousands of Syrian refugees. None of them was properly vetted. Who says so? Obama's own
Department of Homeland Security. And the FBI director. How many are ticking time bombs?
All of that is about to change under President Donald Trump. A wall will be built. The border will be secured.
Sanctuary cities will be defunded until they obey the law. Illegal immigrants who have committed felonies will be
deported. And we will no longer be in the business of importing Syrian refugees. Thank God we will have adults in
charge starting Jan. 20. I will feel safe for the first time in eight years.
My only worry is getting through the last six weeks of the Obama era.
About Mitt Romney: Mitt is no doubt highly qualified. But the most important trait in life is loyalty. Mitt was disloyal.
I have no problem with Trump adding a few talented rivals to his team. Maybe even one Democrat. But not Mitt. I
don't care how talented he is. If you can't trust someone, you can't give him your most important role. Elections have
consequences. Trump won. Romney was the biggest loser. Publicly denigrating his own party's nominee showed poor
judgment. Romney should not be rewarded for his disloyalty -- no matter how talented he is. I'd take Rudy Giuliani,
John Bolton or Gen. David Petraeus over Romney for secretary of state.
Moving on to the death of Fidel Castro. Fidel was a murdering tyrant who lived like a king, owned 20 mansions, a
yacht, a private island and kept a concubine of mistresses while his Cuban people starved. He tortured and murdered
political opponents. Castro was Exhibit A for where socialism leads. I stayed up late celebrating his entrance into hell.
Trump is a great negotiator. He should pressure Cuba to release its political prisoners and boost freedom and
prosperity for its citizens. If Raul Castro refuses, then Trump should terminate Obama's deal with Cuba.
Lastly, did you ever wonder why Nevada turned Democrat blue two weeks ago? Breaking news: Our state is now the
food stamp capital of America. Food stamp use was up a staggering 640 percent since 2000 in Nevada, according to
the Mises Institute. That is the highest rate of growth by far out of all 50 states.
It's no coincidence the state turned blue.
How many of those were illegal immigrants? I'm betting a large majority. How many of those illegals were
automatically registered to vote at the welfare office while signing up for food stamps? They are encouraged to register
-- with no proof of citizenship required.
It's this combination of welfare state expansion, illegal immigrant invasion and automatic registration at the welfare
office that has turned Nevada blue. Registering illegals to vote is voter fraud. All of this must change in the next four
years under President Donald J. Trump.
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Newton TAB (Massachusetts)
November 30, 2016

Commentary; The fate of dispossessed liberals
Thomas Mountain
Comes now Maura Healey with the revelation that Trump supporters are so consumed with hate for immigrants,
Muslims, gays, women in yarmulkes, guys with green hair and girls with nose rings, she's set up an emergency hotline
for the above victims to report any Trump ruffians who so much as look askance at any post-Nov. 8 liberal still
wallowing in their double lattes and tofu burgers at the defeat of Madam Mao ... I mean, Hillary.
The state attorney general is so convinced that the Make America Great Again crowd is on the verge of a blue collar
pogrom of her Hillaryites, she had the hotline patched in directly to her office lest any hysterical Wellesley College
coed be put on hold after witnessing some guy with a Trump hat in a pickup singing "We Are the Champions" while
giving her the thumbs up.
Ever the champion of dispossessed liberals, Maura let it be known that, in the wake of the greatest liberal debacle
since Mike Dukakis drove that tank back in '88, she feels their pain to the point where she's ready to circle the wagons
against the inevitable coronation of The Donald.
Last week the uber liberal Anti-Defamation League, vying to be the first major Jewish organization banned from the
Trump White House, hosted a "No Place for Hate" rally at the Statehouse, which loosely translated means a rally of,
by and for liberals, against anything of, by and for conservatives.
This highly publicized rally was able to fill the whole sidewalk and shut down a whole car lane, tying up traffic a
hundred feet or less down Beacon Street. The throngs looked like they came from as far away as Brookline and
Cambridge, replete with such witty signs as "Love Trumps Hate," "We Are All Immigrants," "Dump Bannon" and
(my favorite ) "In The Name Of Humanity We Refuse To Accept A Fascist America," held by an young boy astride
his beaming mother.
The guest speakers included Maura, State Treasurer Deb Goldberg, Mayor Marty Walsh and Senate President Stan
Rosenberg. All Democrats, but you knew that already.
Maura and Company proceeded to warn everyone to be extra vigilant of the hatemongers looming in the hinterland
beyond the Brookline-Cambridge safe zones. Who these haters are and how many hate crimes were committed, they
didn't say. But it must be a lot, since they all seemed so ... threatened. For real.
Picture these poor liberals in the aftermath of the most crushing election of their lives. Everywhere they look they see
Red. And not the friendly Red of their socialist parents' generation. Red, as in the Red Republican states that launched
the Republican tsunami that displaced their Blue Democrats from the House, Senate and now the presidency. Thus,
anyone who didn't support their virtuous Democrat ticket must be one of those haters who helped plummet their
country into a Red Republican abyss.
Got that?
Like the Salem Puritans of old they conjure up haters everywhere. Look there's a Trump bumper sticker -- "Hater!"
The driver's wearing an NRA button -- "Double hater!" And he just smiled at me -- "Double hater sexist pig!" "I feel
threatened! Quick! Call Maura's hotline! She'll know what to do."
Pity these paranoid heirs to the Salem witch hunters. Their liberal world is turned upside down, their safe spaces
vulnerable. A hater can be lurking anywhere in that hostile Red country just outside Starbucks, Whole Foods and
Harvard Square, ready to cause micro-aggressions to their fragile liberal selves. Lucky they can run to Maura Cotton
Mather Healy.
Problem is, Ms. Mather-Healy can't just lock up anyone who sneers at her liberal lemmings. Would that she had the
power to, every Trump activist from here to Holyoke would be sent packing to PC re-education camps somewhere in
the Berkshires. Lucky for me, my relatives and most of my friends in the commonwealth, arrest and trial by hearsay
ended with Maura's ideological soulmate Cotton Mather at the Salem Witch Trials.
Yet Maura's biggest problem, which she'll learn soon enough, isn't the mythical haters that she can't seem to find and
prosecute, but the power of that soon-to-be attorney general in D.C. who could easily indict her, Mayor Walsh,
Somerville Mayor Curtatone and any other state or local official who defies federal law.
It's called obstruction of justice. Breaking the law. And when the state attorney general refuses to follow the law by
aiding and abetting criminal illegal immigrants, she can be prosecuted by the incoming U.S. attorney general -- a guy
named Sessions -- who is sworn to uphold the law. And he will. All the laws. Not just the ones that Healy, Walsh and
Curatone like.
If Mayor Walsh continues to defy federal law by keeping Boston a so-called sanctuary city, Boston will lose millions
in federal aid. So too Somerville. And any other city that harbors illegal aliens and diverts tax dollars to their
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sustenance. Because our next president is especially adamant about enforcing our immigration laws. And that means
arresting, detaining and deporting illegal aliens -- those who have broken the law by entering the country illegally or
overstaying their visa. They are not allowed to live, work or receive government benefits of any kind, such as public
housing, welfare, food stamps, etc, which in this state alone costs around $2 billion.
Likewise, immigrants from Muslim countries that pose a threat to the U.S. will not be allowed in. They include
Libya, Syria, Iran, Yemen and several other hideous lands that harbor or produce terrorists.
News flash to the Anti-Defamation League -- these countries are among the most anti-Semitic on earth, so their Jewhating surplus population won't be allowed in our country in the near or distant future.
Thank you, Mr. Trump.
And that proposed wall on the Mexican border that you heard so much about? Guess what? It really is going to be
built. From the Pacific to the Gulf, San Diego to Brownsville, Texas, the wall will be so sturdy that even a rabbit won't
get through. This wall is essential to enforce U.S. immigration law by protecting our borders from illegals entering
our nation to commit crimes, inflict terrorism or steal jobs from American workers -- those blue collar workers that
Republicans care about and Democrats pretend to.
Thank you again, Mr. Trump.
And if Maura Healy and Mayor Walsh assume they can defy federal law with their sanctuary cities farce, Attorney
General Sessions will help them to remember that their job description really does include obeying and enforcing the
law. And lest they forget, he'll send a reminder in a white envelop that Maura Healey will certainly recognize.
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The San Francisco Chronicle (California)
November 30, 2016

Hate mail to mosques stirs call for FBI probe; Muslim group calls for FBI
probe on hate letters sent to mosques
By Sarah Ravani
A Muslim civil rights organization has asked the director of the FBI to launch a formal probe into a hate-filled and
threatening letter sent to a number of mosques in California, including ones in San Jose and Fresno.
The Council on American-Islamic Relations sent FBI Director James Comey a letter urging him to open an
investigation on the handwritten message mailed to at least six mosques in California and one in Georgia.
"Because the person used the U.S. Postal Service and has targeted mosques across the state and the country, this merits
extra scrutiny and federal resources," said Zahra Billoo, the executive director of the Bay Area office of CAIR.
Prentice Danner, a spokesman for the FBI office in San Francisco, said it's up to the U.S. Postal Service to investigate
who is sending the letters before the FBI will consider opening an investigation.
"We are aware of the reports and are in contact with our local law enforcement counterparts and Muslim community
leaders," Danner said. "In order for us to act, we have to make sure it's not free speech and that it is actually a
threat."
The U.S. Postal Service did not immediately respond to calls for comment.
The Islamic Cultural Center of Fresno received the letter Monday, which calls the recipients "children of
Satan" and "vile and filthy people." The letter also threatens that President-elect Donald Trump is "going to
cleanse America and make it shine again" and will "do to you Muslims what Hitler did to the Jews."
Reza Nekumanesh, the executive director of the Islamic Cultural Center of Fresno, said this wasn't the first time his
mosque has received hateful letters or calls.
"If you look at the letter, it's ridiculous," Nekumanesh said. "It's very childish."
The center in Fresno joins a number of mosquesin Southern California, including the Islamic Center of Northridge
and the Islamic Center of Long Beach, as targets of the hateful letter.
Tarek Mohamed, the chairman of the Long Beach mosque, agreed that the situation required the involvement of the
FBI since the letters are reaching mosques throughout the state.
Last week, the Evergreen Islamic Center in San Jose received the same letter. Investigators in San Jose are treating it
as a "hate-motivated incident," said Sgt. Enrique Garcia, spokesman for the San Jose Police Department. Since
receiving the letter, Faisal Yazadi, spokesman for the Evergreen Islamic Center, said support from different
community members has been overwhelming.
"We've received hundreds and hundreds of emails in support from people from all walks of life in response to this
letter," Yazadi said. "Emails of support are coming from as far away as Australia."
In response, the center is holding a solidarity prayer hour at 2 p.m. on Dec. 11 that's open to people of all faiths and
backgrounds.
The FBI released its annual hate crime report nearly two weeks ago, finding that anti-Muslim hate crimes
spiked to 257 incidents nationwide in 2015 compared with 154 in 2014, a 67 percent increase.
"Donald Trump didn't create hatred," Nekumanesh said. "Hatred is something that is there, that people have felt.
Trump just made it OK to do it loudly."
" Hatred is something that is there, that people have felt. Donald Trump just made it OK to do it loudly. "
Reza Nekumanesh, Islamic Cultural Center of Fresno executive director
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The Boston Herald
November 29, 2016

11 hurt in attack bearing 'hallmarks' of terror
MARIE SZANISZLO
Authorities are investigating whether a Somali-born Muslim student's attack at Ohio State University was
terrorism, after the 18-year-old man plowed his car into a group of people, got out and began hacking at them
with a butcher knife before he was shot dead by a campus cop yesterday.
Ohio State University police Chief Craig Stone said Abdul Razak Ali Artan deliberately drove his small gray
Honda over a curb outside an engineering classroom building and then began knifing people. Eleven people
were hurt, one critically.
The initial tweet from the university went out around 10 a.m. and said: "Buckeye Alert: Active Shooter on campus.
Run Hide Fight."
Angshuman Kapil, a graduate student, was outside Watts Hall when the car barreled onto the sidewalk.
"It just hit everybody who was in front," he said. "After that everybody was shouting, 'Run! Run! Run!' "
Student Martin Schneider said, "I thought it was an accident initially until I saw the guy come out with a knife." He
said he didn't hear the attacker say anything when he got out.
Most of the injured were hurt by the car, and at least two were stabbed, officials said. One had a fractured skull.
OSU police officer Alan Horujko, 28, was working at a suspected gas leak nearby and quickly shot and killed Artan.
The FBI is now investigating the case.
Columbus police Chief Kim Jacobs, when asked by reporters if authorities were considering terrorism, said: "I think
we have to consider that it is."
Rep. Adam Schiff (D-Calif.), the top Democrat on the House Intelligence Committee, said that while the bloodshed
is still under investigation, it "bears all of the hallmarks of a terror attack carried out by someone who may have been
self-radicalized."
In September, a 20-year-old Somali-American stabbed 10 people at a Minnesota shopping mall before being shot to
death by an off-duty officer. London and other cities abroad have also seen knife attacks blamed on extremists in
recent years.
Recent online Islamic State exhortations to lone wolves to target "Crusaders" with Nice, France-style vehicle attacks
-- easier to organize than bombings -- advise attackers to get out and use whatever weapons they can when their
vehicles can't go farther.
Ohio State's student newspaper, The Lantern, ran an interview in August with Artan, who identified himself as a
Muslim and a logistics management student who had just transferred from Columbus State in the fall.
He said he was looking for a place to pray openly and worried about how he would be received.
"I was kind of scared with everything going on in the media. I'm a Muslim, it's not what media portrays me to be," he
told the newspaper.
"If people look at me, a Muslim praying, I don't know what they're going to think, what's going to happen. But I don't
blame them. It's the media that put that picture in their heads," Artan said.
OSU Sophomore Haylee Gardiner told the Herald the attack was "devastating."
Gardiner said she was lucky enough to be running a few minutes late as she walked to meet a professor in a building
near Watts Hall, the scene of the attack, when she "saw people screaming and running in all directions."
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"Then, shortly after, I heard a few gunshots and ran to seek shelter in the nearest residence hall," she said. "I was safe,
but unfortunately a few of my fellow Buckeyes were not."
OSU student Anthony Falzarano, 22, in a lecture hall near the scene of the attack, told the Herald that when students
got the "terrifying" text message to "Run Hide Fight," they alerted the professor, who ran and locked the door and
drew the blinds.
Falzarano and some other students peeked out the windows and saw police officers form a perimeter around the area
while others unloaded bulletproof vests and what appeared to be rifles from their cruisers.
Then students fell silent and waited, many of them streaming the incident live on their laptops, Falzarano said. He
texted his parents, who hadn't yet heard of the attack, and told them he was safe.
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The Buffalo News (New York)
November 29, 2016

'We were killed by other Muslims. And now it's Jewish people who are
helping us.';Syrian refugee family's harrowing story of fleeing war-ravaged
land, resettling in Buffalo speaks to humanity's triumph over differences
Jay Tokasz / News Staff Reporter
Mohammed Ay Toghlo asked if the captor was going to count the ransom money that he brought in a plastic bag in
exchange for his son, Najati. ¶ The captor just laughed. ¶ The kidnappers had demanded 2 million Syrian lira, and
Ay Toghlo was able to cobble together just 1.2 million lira in three days, raiding his meager savings and selling off a
car and his wife's gold jewelry. He worried it wouldn't be enough to save Najati, a university student who went missing
for nearly a month. ¶ The captor's laugh provided little assurance. ¶ Ultimately, though, a blindfolded Najati
emerged, flanked by two armed soldiers. He was ordered to take 300 steps before removing the blindfold and meeting
his father again. ¶ Ay Toghlo still gets choked up recounting the reunion with his son near Damascus, Syria, in 2013.
He is now resettled in Buffalo, living in a second-floor apartment where he and his wife, Eidah Al Suleiman, were
placed along with Najati a few months ago.
Ay Toghlo, 67, and Suleiman, 54, who is struggling to recover from a stroke, arrived in Buffalo in August, followed
a few weeks later by Najati. They are among the estimated 11 million Syrians who have fled their homes since civil
war broke out in March 2011. More than 10,000 Syrian refugees have been admitted into the United States this year,
including at least 225 who have resettled in Buffalo.
Ay Toghlo rises from a living room sofa, wipes tears from his eyes and retreats to the kitchen for a few moments.
Najati Ay Toghlo, 24, picks up the retelling of the kidnapping story from his perspective, explaining how he was kept
alone in a room of a house, where armed members of the shabiha, a Syrian militia group supportive of President
Bashar Assad's regime, regularly beat and threatened him.
The kidnapping isn't even the worst experience of their family.
A few months earlier, 26-year-old Mona Ay Toghlo, was fatally shot by a sniper as she headed for a checkup
appointment at her doctor's office. She was nine months pregnant.
Government officials refused to release Mona's body to her parents for burial unless they signed papers specifying
that she died in childbirth, and not at the hands of a sniper.
"We signed the papers, and we agreed to the conditions that she died during childbirth," Ay Toghlo said.
The Ay Toghlo and Suleiman family met last Tuesday with Samantha Power, the U.S. ambassador to the United
Nations, who visited Buffalo in an effort to better understand the resettlement stories of a city with a robust refugee
population.
In an interview with The Buffalo News, they discussed the devastation they experienced in Syria, while also
acknowledging being in the crosshairs of intense political debates in the United States and Europe over the degree to
which exiled Syrians should be welcomed elsewhere amid growing fears of terrorism.
President-elect Donald J. Trump has been highly critical of President Obama's efforts to embrace more Syrian refugees
in the United States, and he proposed during his campaign to ban Muslim immigrants and Syrian refugees from
entering America.
"What we watch in media is that there are Americans who don't like Syrian refugees," said Najati Ay Toghlo. "But
our experience in Buffalo, we find all love. We didn't have any bad experience with anybody. Wherever we go, we
find helpful people, loving people."
Mohammed Ay Toghlo said he was well aware that terrorist attacks such as the one in Brussels last March have made
it appear that Islam is at fault.
"These religious terrorist organizations, they use religion as a pretext to advance their goals, but they have no relation
whatsoever to religion," he said.
Islam "calls for peace," he added. "It doesn't call for killing or for committing these atrocities all over the place."
During the interview, which lasted about three hours, The News relied on Salah Elhag to interpret questions and
answers. Elhag, a native of Sudan, is fluent in both English and Arabic. He works as a care coordinator at Jewish
Family Service, the agency that resettled the Syrian family.
Ay Toghlo and Suleiman married in 1978, and they raised three daughters and two sons in a Damascus apartment
before they bought some land in a village outside the city and built a house.
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Ay Toghlo operated a home business, making anti-microbial soap that he sold to laboratories and pharmacies. The
business provided a "decent income," he said.
"We were able as a family to eat and drink and have shelter," he said.
Kidnappers' demand
All of that began to change as a result of the civil war and Assad's crackdown on dissent and opposition.
Najati Ay Toghlo admitted being critical of Assad on social media, but he is not someone who would take up arms in
rebellion.
Mohammed Ay Toghlo said that both of his sons refused the advances of rebel fighters.
"They said, 'Our weapons are our pens, our cameras. This is how we are going to fight the regime,' " he said.
Najati took the bus to Damascus University on a mid-August morning and didn't come home. His father knew right
away something was wrong. He also knew that it was best to be discreet if he was going to find his son safe and sound.
More than three weeks into his search, he caught a break at one of the military checkpoints that are common in Syria.
After he presented his ID, an armed militia guard asked him a question.
"Najati, what is your relation to Najati?"
Ay Toghlo explained that Najati was his son.
"Do you want him dead or alive?" the guard replied.
It was a Tuesday, and Ay Toghlo was instructed to bring back 2 million Syrian lira - or nearly $19,000 U.S. at the
time - within three days, in exchange for his son.
Ay Toghlo went home crying, wondering how he was going to come up with the cash. He cobbled together whatever
savings he had and sold off his wife's gold bracelets. His other son, Mohammed, sold his Hyundai. He was still short
by 800,000 lira, but the kidnappers took what he had and let Najati go.
Less than two weeks later, the same captor warned Ay Toghlo of future problems. Ay Toghlo was ready to leave.
"My two sons said, 'No, we're not going anywhere. Where would we go? It's not safe anywhere,' " he recounted.
Two days later, the decision was made for them. Their village was under siege. A mortar shell blasted their home. The
family took shelter in the basement of a large commercial building.
Ay Toghlo needed a government permit to be able to travel outside the besieged area and get across the border to
Lebanon.
The pharmacist to whom Ay Toghlo sold his special soap had government connections, so Ay Toghlo called for help.
The pharmacist agreed, with two conditions: It would cost 400,000 lira, and Ay Toghlo would have to provide the
pharmacist with the recipe for the soap.
Ay Toghlo agreed.
The pharmacist secured a travel permit signed by Assad's brother.
"All I wanted to do is get out safely, me and my kids," he said.
Ay Toghlo, Suleiman, Najati and Mohammed and his wife and two kids arrived in Lebanon on Nov. 24, 2013. They
rented a house and waited.
"We never thought of going anywhere. We were hoping, or we thought, the Assad regime would go out at any moment
and we would go back to our place," Najati said. "The idea of going to other countries was still not in our minds."
'A big relief for us'
Nonetheless, the family registered at a United Nations office, primarily to get food, and when officials there asked if
they would agree to travel to a foreign country, they said yes. It was many months before the family learned they
would be resettled in the United States.
"I thought, "I'm dreaming,' because the United State for us is a big thing. I don't even see that in my dreams. I was so
happy," said Ay Toghlo.
"That was a big relief for us," Najati added. "In Lebanon, we never felt safe because at any time we can be extradited
or kidnapped by the Assad forces."
Ay Toghlo and Suleiman flew from Beirut to Hamburg, Germany, to Chicago and finally to Buffalo, where they were
greeted at the airport by Apple Domingo, director of resettlement for Jewish Family Service. Najati joined them a few
weeks later.
Mohammed and his wife and children are still in Lebanon, which is a cause of grave concern for family members in
Buffalo.
"Now his visa expired, and we are afraid he will be deported to Syria. This is a real threat to his life," Najati said.
In a sparsely decorated apartment on the West Side, a small television in the corner of the living room is set to Al
Hadath, an Arabic news channel out of Saudi Arabia.
Ay Toghlo walks to another room and returns with an illustration he sketched to show his appreciation for Jewish
Family Service. An earlier drawing features a menorah and Jewish star with an Arabic inscription that translated reads,
"Thank you, Jewish Family Service."
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While many Muslims in Syria have harbored negative views of Jews, Ay Toghlo said he has never felt any ill will.
"I don't have any problems with Jewish or Christian or any other religion," he said. "Muslims, we were killed
by other Muslims. And now it's Jewish people who are helping us. So it's not religion, it's politics."
It's only natural for the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society to be resettling large numbers of refugees from Syria, said
Mark Hetfield, president and chief executive officer of the national refugee resettlement program that is affiliated
locally with Jewish Family Service.
"It's the biggest refugee crisis in the world, so we feel we have to participate in a large way with it," he said.
Families desperate to unite
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society was founded in the late 1800s to help Jews fleeing pogroms in Russia and Eastern
Europe, but the mission of the organization has changed over time.
"We used to resettle refugees because they were Jewish," he said.
"Today we do it because we're Jewish."
Hetfield dismissed as "a myth" the notion that refugees from Syria could pose a security threat. He pointed to the
multilevel vetting process that all refugees are subjected to before being allowed admission to the United States, which
includes multiple background checks and interviews.
"They're already subjected to what Donald Trump calls 'extreme vetting,' " Hetfield said.
A ban on Syrian refugees would be particularly difficult on those who have already resettled in the United States, he
added.
"It's heartbreaking to talk to Syrian refugees about this," he said. "Obviously, their total obsession is being reunited
with their families. It's harder for them to integrate into American society if they have family left behind. Keeping
families apart is not good for anybody."
Ay Toghlo, Suleiman and Najati are struggling to adjust in Buffalo. Both parents have some health problems, and they
could use a car so their son can get them to doctor's appointments.
Suleiman, in particular, needs warmer clothes for Buffalo's winter temperatures. And overcoming the language barrier
is difficult.
"But our main concern," said Ay Toghlo, "is our son in Lebanon."
News Washington Bureau Chief Jerry Zremski contributed to this report. email: jtokasz@buffnews.com
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Advocates of refugees, immigrants seek to calm postelection fears
Theresa Laurence
As the American people continue to unpack exactly what the election of Donald Trump means for the country, those
who work with vulnerable populations such as refugees and immigrants have serious concerns and questions about
what the future holds.
President-elect Trump made the issue of immigration one of the foundations of his campaign. He promised to round
up those in the country without legal permission and deport them, and build a wall along the U.S.-Mexico border; he
also talked about enacting a ban on Muslims entering the country until a system for what he called "extreme
vetting" of refugees can be put in place.
In the days following Trump's election as president, the Catholic Charities Office of Refugee Resettlement in the
Diocese of Nashville began receiving calls from school counselors seeking assistance for how to talk with refugee
children who are afraid of being sent back to the countries they fled. "These are calls we haven't gotten before," said
Kellye Branson, Refugee Resettlement department director.
"We want to calm their fears," Branson said, noting that anyone who arrived in the country through the refugee
resettlement program is here legally and faces no imminent threat of deportation. However, "we're kind of in a holding
position, waiting to see what policy implications are for the future," she told the Tennessee Register, Nashville's
diocesan newspaper.
The president has the authority to set the number of refugees accepted annually by the United States. President Barack
Obama has raised it from 70,000 in 2015 to 85,000 in 2016 to 110,000 for 2017. Trump could reduce that number for
future years.
Catholic Charities of Tennessee has decades of experience resettling refugees in this state. Since its founding in 1962,
it has assisted refugees and asylum seekers and helped them assimilate to American culture and the local community.
Catholic Charities has helped resettle 637 refugees in the Nashville area so far this year, including refugees from
Congo, Somalia and Syria.
While the world's refugees wait and hope to be resettled in a more stable and secure country, those who work with
refugees in Tennessee are taking steps to clear up misconceptions about who refugees are and the rigorous process
they must undergo to reach the United States.
Refugees are defined as individuals who have had to leave their home country because of a well-founded fear of
persecution. They are targeted because of their religious or political beliefs, or membership in a particular social class.
Branson pointed out that the refugee resettlement program "is the most secure way of entering the U.S. It's a lengthy
process."
First, a refugee reports to a representative of the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees. If a refugee is seeking entry
into the U.S., he or she will undergo vetting from the Department of Homeland Security, the FBI and the State
Department. This involves extensive interviews and background checks, with a particular focus on any signs of
radicalization or connection with a terrorist group, which would immediately disqualify that person from entry into
the U.S.
Branson understands that Americans are concerned about national security and the integrity of the refugee
resettlement program.
"We want it to be secure too," she said. "The people resettling are fleeing the same people we don't want to enter the
country. We want to safely and humanely resettle the people who have been persecuted most throughout the world."
She also noted that less than 1 percent of refugees worldwide ever get resettled.
One positive outcome of the election so far, Branson said, is a surge in calls from people interested in volunteering
with the Refugee Resettlement office. In the two days following the election, her office received about 20 calls from
interested volunteers, the same amount they normally receive in a month.
"Now more than ever, Americans and longtime residents are needed to reach out to our new arrivals and offer a hand
of friendship and welcome," Branson said.
If newly arrived refugees can make personal connections with American volunteers, it can make for a smoother
transition to a new culture, help them learn English and make them feel like a part of the community more quickly.
"Developing those connections is a huge thing for our clients," Branson said.
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Donna Gann, program coordinator of Immigration Services for Catholic Charities of Tennessee, said her clients are
anxious as well. "There has been an increase in calls wanting to know what's going to happen now," she said.
Maggie McCluney, a caseworker with the agency's Immigration and Hispanic Family Services, echoed Gann, saying
that since the election, "it is especially difficult to keep up with inquiries. Many clients are concerned about deportation
and separation of families. There is a lot of uncertainty."
If clients have their paperwork in order and are applying for citizenship, "we are hopeful that any process currently
pending will continue without (increased) scrutiny," Gann said via email. "The only clients we are really concerned
about are the DACA recipients," Gann said, referring to those who are currently protected under Obama's Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals program. Many immigrants in the country without legal permission who fall under that
protection were brought to the United States by their parents as young children and may not even remember living in
their country of origin.
More than 720,000 of these young immigrants have been approved for that program, which protects them from
deportation for two-year periods and grants them work permits. Since DACA was created by executive order, it could
be rescinded by executive order under the new Trump administration, which officially begins with Inauguration Day
Jan. 20.
During his campaign, Trump vowed to undo what he called Obama's "overreaching" executive orders on immigration.
"If the threats come to fruition, then they could be under removal proceedings," Gann said of those currently protected
under DACA and DAPA, the Deferred Action for Parents of Americans and Lawful Permanent Residents program.
"That will be an issue we will continue to review and fight hard against," she added.
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Police hunt authors of hateful letters; The FBI doesn't consider the
communications a hate crime
Susan Abram; sabram@scng.com @sabramLA on Twitter
LOS ANGELES >> Five California mosques that received anonymous threatening letters referring to Muslims
as "vile" and "evil" this month appear to be written by the same person, the FBI said Monday at a news
conference in Los Angeles.
Islamic centers in L.A.'s Koreatown neighborhood, Northridge, Pomona, Signal Hill and San Jose all received
copies of a handwritten letter addressing Muslims as "the Children of Satan" and warning that their "day of
reckoning has arrived."
Mahmoud Tarifi, vice president in charge of refugees and social services at the Pomona-based Islamic Center of
Claremont, said Monday the letter reached the office last week and was opened by the center's treasurer.
"He was really upset," Tarifi said. "It definitely was very
threatening. I personally feel sorry for the person who wrote it, for the hatred and darkness the person is in."
Based on the post office from where the letters were mailed, members of LAPD's Counter-Terrorism and Special
Operations Bureau said they are confident they can track down the person who wrote and sent them to the Koreatown
and Northridge mosques, which fall under LAPD's jurisdiction. Both were postmarked Nov. 19.
LAPD Commander Horace Frank said he hadn't seen the handwritten notes that were sent to other communities, but
that they all carried the same message and had the same printed letters.
The letters prompted Islamic leaders to ask police for more vigilance and to call on members of the Muslim community
to notify authorities in the event they are targeted by acts of hate. The letters mark an increase in anti-Muslim incidents
reported since the Nov. 8 election in which real estate mogul and billionaire Donald J. Trump was elected president.
More than 100 such events have occurred across the country over the past few weeks, according to the Council on
American-Islamic Relations, a Washington D.C.-based civil rights organization.
Statistics from the FBI also show a 67 percent jump in incidents against Muslims in 2015.
The letters are not considered a hate crime and a federal investigation is unlikely, said Stephen Woolery, FBI special
agent in charge of the bureau's Counter Terrorism Division in Los Angeles. He said a mosque in Georgia also received
a similar letter. The letters are being looked at as an incident of hate and intimidation and he urged people in the
Muslim community to report them if they are received.
"We know that there is under-reporting in a number of crimes that occur," Woolery explained. "We encourage you to
report these things so we can get to the bottom of it and we can keep the community safe."
Pomona police Chief Paul Capraro said Monday his department first became involved in the matter after receiving a
call from a media agency Saturday with questions about the letter. Officers obtained the letter Sunday and are working
with the FBI on the case, he said.
The partnership between law enforcement and the Muslim community is a strong one, said Salam Al-Marayati,
president of the Los Angeles-based Muslim Public Affairs Council, an advocacy and public policy group.
"Let me just speak directly to the person who wrote these letters to the mosques: You are a coward - unless you come
here and debate the points that you apparently believe so much in," he said.
The letter states that President-elect Trump - who during his campaign proposed making Muslims register and
blocking people of the Muslim faith from entering the country - is going to "cleanse America."
"He's going to do to you Muslims what Hitler did to the Jews," the letter said. "You Muslims would be wise to pack
your bags and get out of Dodge."
The letter is signed "Americans for a Better Way."
Despite the concern and work by law enforcement, some in the Muslim community felt unsettled by the words.
Tayseer Mahmoud, vice president of the Islamic Center of Long Beach in Signal Hill, said he doesn't feel safe since
receiving the letter.
He's been careful to lock the door behind him and double check to make sure there's nobody waiting outside for him
when he exits a building.
On Monday Pomona police contacted the center along with the City of Knowledge, a pre-school to 12th grade Islamic
school located a short distance from the center, to check if there was anything either needed in addition to providing
extra patrols, he said.
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Pomona's Tarifi said the content of the letter does not reflect the values of the people of the United States. The country
has tolerance for people of diverse backgrounds and religious traditions, he said.
"It's what America is founded on," Tarifi added.
A community interfaith candlelight vigil is planned for tonight in La Verne. While the event was planned before the
letters were mailed, they have helped underscore the need for such a gathering, said Rev. Zandra Wagoner, university
chaplain at the University of La Verne.
Initially the vigil was meant to bring people together to "strengthen the bonds of the campus and solidarity throughout
the community" of the Inland Valley, Wagoner said.
In the current political environment many people including members of the LGBT, African-American, Latino and
Muslim communities feel vulnerable. But the arrival of the letter at the Islamic Center of Claremont has bumped up
the need for the vigil and will serve as a show of support for all but especially for those in the Islamic community, she
said.
Members of the Islamic community are "our brothers and sisters, our neighbors, our friends," Wagoner said.
The vigil is a way of saying "we will stand with you and do whatever is needed to help you feel safe and be safe," she
said.
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Ohio State attacker complained bitterly in Facebook post of treatment of
Muslims 'everywhere,' reports say
Katie Mettler
Just minutes before an 18-year-old Somali college student used a car and butcher knife to attack people on the
Ohio State University campus Monday morning, he said in a Facebook post that he'd reached a "boiling point"
and was "sick and tired" of seeing Muslims around the globe "killed and tortured," law enforcement officials
told CNN and NBC.
The post said the U.S. should stop "interfering" in the Muslim world and referenced "lone wolf" attacks.
The post appeared to be on the Facebook page of the alleged attacker, Ohio State student Abdul Razak Ali
Artan, and has since been disabled, reported ABC News. The Post could not independently confirm the story.
On Twitter, CNN's Jake Tapper shared the full text of the post, which he said law enforcement officials
confirmed was connected to Artan.
It began with a general denunciation of violence against Muslims "everywhere," then referenced specifically the
Rohingya Muslim community in Myanmar, also known as Burma, who have been long-persecuted and are denied
citizenship and basic rights. While the struggles of the Rohingya Muslims receive little publicity in the U.S., their
situation has attracted more attention in recent weeks.
Thousands of them have been fleeing into the forests and neighboring Bangladesh on the heels of a brutal military
crackdown that followed a terrorist attack on police posts Oct. 9, allegedly carried out by Rohingya militants.
This week, a United Nations refugee agency official told the BBC that Myanmar troops were "killing men, shooting
them, slaughtering children, raping women, burning and looting houses, forcing these people to cross the river" into
Bangladesh.
The official claimed the government's goal was "ethnic cleansing of the Muslim minority."
"Seeing my fellow Muslims being tortured, raped and killed in Burma led to a boiling point," the Facebook post on
Artan's page reads, according to CNN. "I can't take it anymore."
The State Department has been critical of the ongoing humanitarian crisis, and the U.S. Ambassador to Myanmar
visited the region in early November.
Even so, the Facebook post from Artan's page also seems to call on America to "stop interfering" with the Muslim
world.
"We are not weak," it says. " . . . remember that."
The post also references "lone wolf attacks," and says the only way to stop them is for the United States to make
peace, through a pact or treaty, with "Dawla in al sham," which translates roughly to the Islamic State. The original
name for ISIS in Arabic is Al-Dawla Al-Islamiya fi al-Iraq wa al-Sham, which translates to the Islamic State of Iraq,
and Syria and the wider surrounding area.
"By Allah, we will not let you sleep unless you give peace to the Muslims," the post continues. "You will not
celebrate or enjoy any holiday."
The post's intended audience then seems to shift to other Muslims. It calls any Muslim who disapproves of the writer's
"actions" a "sleeper cell, waiting for a signal" and calls upon the community to follow "our hero" Anwar Al-Awlaki,
a U.S. citizen who was killed in a U.S. drone strike in Yemen in 2011. Videos recorded by Al-Awlaki before he died
have been cited by numerous radicalized Muslims who went on to plan or carry out terrorist attacks, including the
Boston Marathon bombing and the massacre at the satirical French newspaper, Charlie Hebdo, reported the New York
Times.
It ends with a criticism of western media, asserting that if the prophet Muhammad were alive today he'd be labeled a
terrorist.
Law enforcement officials told CNN they were investigating the Facebook post.
If it was written by Artan, the media critique at the end of the post matches a similar, less-harsh analysis he offered
the student newspaper at Ohio State when it profiled him three months ago at the beginning of the school year. He
said he'd just transferred from a community college, where there were rooms for Muslims like him to pray. At Ohio
State, he felt overwhelmed.
He told the student newspaper:
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"This place is huge, and I don't even know where to pray. I wanted to pray in the open, but I was kind of scared with
everything going on in the media. I'm a Muslim, it's not what the media portrays me to be. If people look at me, a
Muslim praying, I don't know what they're going to think, what's going to happen. But, I don't blame them. It's the
media that put that picture in their heads to they're just going to have it and it, it's going to make them feel
uncomfortable. I was kind of scared right now. But I just did it. I relied on God. I went over to the corner and just
prayed."
Video footage of Artan's spring graduation from the community college, where he earned an associate of arts degree,
shows a jovial student bounding across stage to receive his degree. Neighbors and the owner of the home where Artan
lived with his mother and siblings described the teen as friendly, quiet and respectful. Artan had told one woman he
went to the mosque daily.
Law enforcement officials have yet to say if the attack Monday morning, which sent 11 people to hospitals and left
Artan dead, was related to terrorism, but added they weren't ruling it out.
That didn't stop some Ohio political leaders from stepping into what the Columbus Dispatch characterized as
"rhetorical land mines."
After Artan was identified as a Muslim and Somali refugee who spent a short time in Pakistan, State Treasurer Josh
Mandel, who is expected to run for the U.S. Senate in 2018, tweeted: "Looks like Radical Islamic terror came to my
alma mater today. So sad what happened at OSU. We must remain vigilant against Radical Islam."
Michael Premo, chief of staff for the Ohio Senate Democrats, quoted Mandel's tweet and criticized his language:
"Looks like knee-jerk islamophobia came to my state today. So sad what @JoshMandelOhio said. We must remain
vigilant against prejudice. "
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Fear in Muslim community "very high" after Trump election
Benjamin Fang
The level of fear and concern at an Islamic school in Woodside is still very high after the presidential election of
Donald Trump, according to the school's principal.
Dr. Ghassan Elcheikhali of the Razi School on Queens Boulevard in Woodside said students and parents are
fearful about their futures after a campaign in which Trump promised to ban all Muslims from entering the
country.
They are also scared about their safety after a recent rise in hate crimes, including actions and hate speech
directed at Muslim and Arab Americans.
"After the election, the concern and fear with parents is with statements about having all Muslims register their names
or being treated like a second-class citizen in this country," Elcheikhali said. "Some have more concerns about bringing
their families here. They feel they're going to give them a hard time to get their families to the United States."
The principal said he has attempted to reassure the school community that if anything like a Muslim registry was to
be enacted, the Trump administration would need to go through many steps first.
He said it's hard to "pass the message" of equality and opportunity to students when they hear otherwise on television
or online. "Even when we encourage them that they are part of this world and that they cannot see themselves
differently," he said, "they hear someone who says, 'No, you are different.'"
Fortunately, Elcheikhali said, no major new incidents have rocked the Razi School community since the election. But
there are still concerns, particularly for girls who wear hijabs.
Elcheikhali said some of the students have opted not to wear their hijabs on the street and only wear it once
they are in school.
Especially for the students who take public transportation to school, religious clothing like the hijab may
distinguish them. Elcheikhali encouraged students to report any incident of harassment to local authorities.
"We addressed the students that no matter how insignificant they think any incident is, report it," he said. "Report it
to us and report to the nearest police officer or authority. We do not take anything lightly.
"We follow up with every incident, even a small case," he added, "to address and eliminate the fear from the minds
of kids and make them feel comfortable."
To ensure students are not isolated, Elcheikhali said the school often hosts interfaith gatherings. During the programs,
students from different religions interact with one another, which makes students feel "that they are not different."
That work includes visits from local representatives, such as Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer, who spoke to students
at the school last Wednesday. He answered dozens of questions about how Trump won the election, what his
administration would do, and why he's targeting the Muslim community.
"This election has brought with it near-unprecedented rates of anti-Muslim hate and bias," Van Bramer said. "Children
are frightened. It's important that we all step up on behalf of our friends and neighbors."
Two weeks after the election, an Arab-American Uber driver in Long Island City recorded another motorist shouting
insults at him, including calling him a terrorist. The motorist said "Trump is president" and asserted that the Uber
driver would be deported soon.
The following weekend, two Muslim teenagers were attacked by a group of four white men on 21st Street in
Long Island City. One of the two teens was punched in the face and was sent to the hospital.
Van Bramer said he was "extremely disturbed" by the recent increase in anti-Muslim hate crimes in the
neighborhood and in the city and country.
"This is not normal," he said. "This election has elevated hate and given it a platform, and we must resist, fight back,
and work to protect our friends and neighbors."
Although the local school community was shocked about the election outcome, Elcheikhali said he was still hopeful.
He said in a city like New York, which he called "the ideal for integration of large, diverse communities," people are
still accepting of other cultures and religions.
"There is much less fear that you feel," Elcheikhali said. "Government officials are very supportive of you."
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Trump's top cabinet picks
Ethan Fogle, STAFF INTERN
On election night, the results weren't what most polls predicted. Donald Trump beat Hillary Clinton in key
battleground states and even turned blue states red, according to the National Review.
Soon after came panic from the anti-Trump side. Irrational thoughts like comparisons to Hitler and predictions that
the economy would collapse abounded, according to The Washington Post and The New York Times, respectively.
However, the fears were brought on by Trump's hateful rhetoric, much of which has been compiled by The
New York Times: building a massive wall between Mexico and the U.S., special IDs for Muslim citizens and
"locker room talk" about women.
Three weeks into being the President-elect, Trump has toned down his rhetoric, according to CBC News. As recently
as Nov. 22, Trump dropped his pursuit of putting Clinton in prison, revoked his idea of torturing terrorists and
promised an open mind on climate change.
It seems that the pillars that Trump built his campaign on are starting to transform into more realistic ideals.
Trump's lack of experience and aid from political insiders probably helped Trump dial down on some of the campaign
promises.
However, his inexperience and role as "political outsider" appealed to voters and helped him win the presidency,
according to USA Today.
The lack in experience may have caused him to elect potentially damaging individuals to his cabinet. One of these
people is Steve Bannon.
The top of Bannon's resume looks like it belongs to a guy who is qualified to be Trump's chief strategist and senior
counselor. It includes veteran, investment banker and executive chairman of a news organization, according to
Bloomberg.
The latter profession on his impressive resume could raise concerns.
Bannon is executive chairman of Breitbart News, a far-right conservative online news organization that both
conservative and liberal news outlets have criticized, according to Fox News.
The site is considered by some to be the founder of the alt-right movement, and Bannon acknowledged that it has an
alt-right tone.
"The alt-right has some racial and anti-Semitic overtones," Bannon told The Wall Street Journal. While he said that
he does not promote or believe in such ideas, he was Brietbart's executive chairman while the alt-right posted articles
on Breitbart's site.
Another recent hire to Trump's cabinet that raises concerns is Betsy DeVos.
Hired to be the education secretary, DeVos graduated from Calvin College with a bachelor's degree in business
administration and political science, according to Snopes.com.
DeVos grew up in Holland, Michigan, and went to Holland Christian High School, a private school.
DeVos, who is married to billionaire Richard DeVos, has donated a significant amount of money to the Republican
Party.
Her creationist ideas and advocacy for private and charter schools are something that may be harmful to federal
funding of public education. In fact, DeVos took state funding away from Michigan's public schools and awarded it
to the state's ever-growing private and charter schools, according to The New York Times.
She also is an advocate for Common Core education, something that many Republicans and conservative news outlets,
including Trump and Breitbart, have criticized, according to Breitbart.
Trump's background in the political process was displayed when he hired someone that believes in an education
system that he called a "disaster" during his political campaign.
Trump's flip-flopping on beliefs has appeared after the election when he hired a top climate change skeptic, Myron
Ebell, to lead the Environmental Protection Agency transition team.
This comes just days after Trump said he would have an "open mind" on climate change, according to The Verge.
Differing from what Trump said in early June of this year, when he tweeted, "the concept of global warming was
created by and for the Chinese in order to make U.S. manufacturing non-competitive," according to PolitiFact.
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In 2007, Ebell spoke with Vanity Fair about climate change. "There has been a little bit of warming . . . but it's been
very modest and well within the range for natural variability, and whether it's caused by human beings or not, it's
nothing to worry about."
Despite admitting to the fact that the planet is warming, Ebell has a plan to dismantle President Barack Obama's Clean
Power Plan, and revoke several rules currently enforced over oil, gas and coal industries, according to The Washington
Post.
While Obama's presidency comes to an end, the cabinet choices for Trump's presidency will continue and the choices
may keep Democrats' and Republicans' heads shaking.
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FBI: Same person wrote hate letters
Susan Abram; sabram@scng.com @sabramLA on Twitter
ABSTRACT
Top brass from the LAPD plan to address safety measures after several Islmaic Centers received threatening letters.
FULL TEXT
Threatening letters sent to five California mosques referring to Muslims as "vile" and "evil" appear to be
written by the same person, the FBI said Monday at a news conference in Los Angeles.
Islamic centers in L.A.'s Koreatown neighborhood, Northridge, Signal Hill, Pomona and San Jose all received
copies of a handwritten letter this month addressing Muslims as "the Children of Satan" and warning that
their "day of reckoning has arrived."
Based on the post office from where the letters were mailed, members of the Los Angeles Police Department's
Counter-Terrorism and Special Operations Bureau said they are confident they can track down the person
who wrote and sent them to the Koreatown and Northridge mosques, which fall under LAPD's jurisdiction.
Both were postmarked on Nov. 19.
"We know where they sent the letters from," LAPD Cmdr. Horace Frank said during a news conference at the Islamic
Center of Southern California in Koreatown, which received one of the letters. "We feel we're confident we'll be able
to identify the person."
Frank said he hadn't seen the handwritten notes that were sent to other communities, but that they all carried the same
message and had the same printed letters.
The letters prompted Islamic leaders to ask police for more vigilance and to call on members of the Muslim community
to notify authorities in the event they are targeted by acts of hate. The letters are part of an increase in anti-Muslim
incidents reported since Donald Trump won the Nov. 8 presidential election.
More than 100 such events have occurred across the country over the past few weeks, according to the Council on
American-Islamic Relations, a Washington, D.C.-based civil rights organization.
Statistics from the FBI also show a 67 percent jump in incidents against Muslims in 2015.
The letters are not considered a hate crime and a federal investigation is unlikely, said Stephen Dr. Ghassan
Elcheikhali of the Razi School on Queens Boulevard in Woodside said students and parents are fearful about
their futures after a campaign in which Trump promised to ban all Muslims from entering the country.
They are also scared about their safety after a recent rise in hate crimes, including actions and hate speech
directed at Muslim and Arab Americans.
Elcheikhali said some of the students have opted not to wear their hijabs on the street and only wear it once
they are in school.
Especially for the students who take public transportation to school, religious clothing like the hijab may
distinguish them. Elcheikhali encouraged students to report any incident of harassment to local authorities.
The following weekend, two Muslim teenagers were attacked by a group of four white men on 21st Street in
Long Island City. One of the two teens was punched in the face and was sent to the hospital.
Van Bramer said he was "extremely disturbed" by the recent increase in anti-Muslim hate crimes in the
neighborhood and in the city and country
However, the fears were brought on by Trump's hateful rhetoric, much of which has been compiled by The
New York Times: building a massive wall between Mexico and the U.S., special IDs for Muslim citizens and
"locker room talk" about women
Threatening letters sent to five California mosques referring to Muslims as "vile" and "evil" appear to be
written by the same person, the FBI said Monday at a news conference in Los Angeles.
Islamic centers in L.A.'s Koreatown neighborhood, Northridge, Signal Hill, Pomona and San Jose all received
copies of a handwritten letter this month addressing Muslims as "the Children of Satan" and warning that
their "day of reckoning has arrived."
Based on the post office from where the letters were mailed, members of the Los Angeles Police Department's
Counter-Terrorism and Special Operations Bureau said they are confident they can track down the person
who wrote and sent them to the Koreatown and Northridge mosques, which fall under LAPD's jurisdiction.
Both were postmarked on Nov. 19.
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Statistics from the FBI also show a 67 percent jump in incidents against Muslims in 2015.
The letters are not considered a hate crime and a federal investigation is unlikely, said Stephen
Woolery, FBI special agent in charge of the bureau's Counter Terrorism Division in Los Angeles. He said a mosque
in Georgia also received a similar letter. The letters are being looked at as an incident of hate and intimidation, and he
urged people in the Muslim community to report them if they are received.
"We know that there is underreporting in a number of crimes that occur," Woolery explained. "We encourage you to
report these things so we can get to the bottom of it and we can keep the community safe."
LAPD Deputy Chief Michael Downing, of the counter terrorism unit, said the department is taking the letters very
seriously.
A "hate crime is as serious as a homicide to us ... The real message here is we are all Americans. This is our home,
whether you're Christian, Muslim or Jew."
The partnership between law enforcement and the Muslim community is a strong one, said Salam Al-Marayati,
president of the Los Angeles-based Muslim Public Affairs Council, an advocacy and public policy group.
"Let me just speak directly to the person who wrote these letters to the mosques: You are a coward, unless you come
here and debate the points that you apparently believe so much in," he said.
The letter states that Trump, who during his campaign proposed making Muslims register and blocking people of the
Muslim faith from entering the country, is going to "cleanse America."
"He's going to do to you Muslims what Hitler did to the Jews," the letter said. "You Muslims would be wise to
pack your bags and get out of Dodge."
The letter is signed "Americans for a Better Way."
Despite the concern and work by law enforcement, some in the Muslim community felt unsettled by the words.
Tayseer Mahmoud, vice president of the Islamic Center of Long Beach in Signal Hill, said he doesn't feel safe since
receiving the letter.
Staff writers Jeremiah Dobruck and Monica Rodriguez contributed to this report.
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Muslim leaders ask the FBI to investigate UW attack
Sara Jean Green, Seattle Times staff reporter
Muslim leaders are calling on the FBI to open an investigation into an incident on the University of Washington
campus in which a Muslim student was struck in the face with a bottle earlier this month.
Speaking at a news conference at the UW on Monday, officials with the Washington state chapter of the Council on
American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) say they believe the attack was a possible hate crime and that the victim, Nasro
Hassan, was targeted because she is Muslim. The organization also announced a $5,000 reward for information leading
to the arrest and conviction of the person who assaulted her.
Hassan, a 19-year-old UW freshman, was struck in the face with a bottle by a male just before 5 p.m. on Nov. 15 as
she walked between Mary Gates Hall and Suzzallo Library, said Jasmin Samy, CAIR's civil-rights manager.
Hassan, a Somali American and Muslim woman from North Dakota, immediately reported the assault to campus
police and provided a written statement, Samy said. The young woman, who was wearing a hijab, provided a
description of the suspect's clothing, but Samy said Hassan didn't know or mention the assailant's race.
Hassan suffered bruising to the right side of her face and after complaining of headaches was taken to Highline Medical
Center, where she was diagnosed with a concussion, according to Samy.
UW police didn't issue a safety alert or otherwise notify the student body about the attack, said Samy and CAIR's
Executive Director Arsalan Bukhari. They've asked the FBI to lend their expertise because they believe the police
investigation has been inadequate.
Major Steve Rittereiser, a spokesman for UW police, said that in addition to the lack of a detailed description, there
were no witnesses and no video-surveillance footage of the incident, leaving little to go on to identify a suspect and
determine the motivation.
"There's not enough information to make the determination" whether the assault on Hassan was a possible hate or bias
crime, Rittereiser said.
He noted that "it's not the perception of the victim, it's the perception of the suspect" that is key in determining whether
someone is targeted due to perceptions of their race, religion, gender or sexual orientation.
Still, Rittereiser said in this case, "The victim would no doubt be traumatized under the circumstances of what
happened."
Responding to CAIR's critique that UW police didn't issue a safety alert, Rittereiser explained that there are only 13
crimes - including murder, aggravated assault, sexual assault, and robbery - that require notification to the student
body. The only exception would be if there was a cluster or pattern of multiple incidents that police could presumably
tie to the same suspect, Rittereiser said. "It's all about people being able to take actions to protect themselves," he said.
UW police haven't received any other reports of assaults like the one Hassan suffered, he said.
Ayn S. Dietrich, spokeswoman for the FBI's Seattle office, said the agency was aware of the incident but would "defer
to the investigation by the primary responding agency, and maintain communication should our partners develop
information that suggests a federal crime was committed."
UW President Ana Mari Cauce issued a statement on Monday in which she said the university condemned the attack.
"Our university is and will always be a welcoming place for people of every race and faith, including our Muslim
students, faculty and staff," she said. Hassan was initially scheduled to discuss the incident with members of the media
on Monday but had to cancel because of a school assignment.
"The incident, which possibly fits a pattern of hate attacks against American Muslim women locally and nationwide,
has caused a wave of concern among Muslim students for their own safety," Bukhari wrote in a news release.
Earlier this month, University of Washington Bothell officials said they were investigating a possible hate crime that
occurred on campus in which a group of men reportedly targeted several Muslim women, demanding that they remove
their hijabs.
According to recently released FBI statistics, reported hate crimes against Muslims rose in 2015 to their highest
number since the aftermath of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, increasing from 154 in 2014 to 257.
So far this year, 15 malicious harassment, or hate crime, cases have been filed by the King County Prosecuting
Attorney's Office, compared to 19 in all of 2015 and 18 in all of 2014. Prosecutors don't break down their cases by the
types of bias, but Senior Deputy Prosecutor Mike Hogan estimated about 25 percent involve some kind of anti-Muslim,
anti-Arab, anti-immigrant or anti-refugee motivation.
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Fighting the Islamic State
Staff Writer
155) Immediately ask the generals to present a plan within 30 days to defeat and destroy the Islamic State.
156) Frequently use the term "radical Islamic terrorism."
157) Call an international conference focused on how to halt the spread of the "hateful ideology of Radical
Islam. "
158) Allow Russia to deal with the Islamic State in Syria and/or work with Putin to wipe out shared enemies.
159) Work with allies to cut off funding to the Islamic State, expand intelligence sharing and use cyberwarfare
to disrupt and disable their propaganda and recruiting. Work closely with NATO and "our Arab allies and
friends in the Middle East." Partner with Israel, King Abdullah II of Jordan, and Egyptian President Abdel
Fatah al-Sissi and "all others who recognize this ideology of death that must be extinguished."
160) "Bomb the s--- out of ISIS" and "knock them out." Also bomb oil fields controlled by the Islamic State, then
seize the oil and give the profits to military veterans who were wounded while fighting.
161) Target and kill the relatives of suspected terrorists, a violation of international law.
162) Shut down parts of the Internet so that Islamic State terrorists cannot use it to recruit American children.
163) Bring back waterboarding, which is widely considered torture, and use interrogation techniques that are "a hell
of a lot worse than waterboarding." Even if such tactics don't work, Trump says, suspected terrorists "deserve it
anyway, for what they're doing." (Trump suggested after the election, however, that he was reconsidering his position
because of a conversation with a general who opposed the tactic.)
164) Establish a Commission on Radical Islam that will include "reformist voices in the Muslim community" and
will identify the warning signs of radicalization, educate the American public and develop protocol for police officers,
federal investigators and immigration screeners.
165) Temporarily ban most foreign Muslims from entering the United States "until our country's representatives can
figure out what is going on." Trump would allow exceptions for dignitaries, business people, athletes and others who
have "proven" themselves. Although Trump's aides, surrogates and running mate insist he no longer wants this socalled Muslim ban, Trump himself has yet to fully disavow the idea and it is still posted on his campaign website.
166) Temporarily suspend "immigration from some of the most dangerous and volatile regions of the world that have
a history of exporting terrorism." Order the Department of State, Homeland Security and the Department of Justice to
develop a list of regions and countries to include. The list will likely include Syria and Libya.
167) Create an ideological screening test for all immigration applicants with the goal of keeping "radical Islamic
terrorists the hell out of our country." For example, immigrants from Iraq and Afghanistan would be asked for their
views on honor killings and Sharia law, along with their opinions of women, gays and minorities.
168) Heavily surveil mosques in the United States. Trump has said he would "strongly consider" closing some
mosques.
169) Encourage Muslim communities to "cooperate with law enforcement and turn in the people who they know are
bad - and they do know where they are."
170) Deport those "who are guests in our country that are preaching hate."
171) Aggressively investigate and charge anyone who lends material support to terrorism.
172) "Our administration will be a friend to all moderate Muslim reformers in the Middle East, and will
amplify their voices. This includes speaking out against the horrible practice of honor killings."
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Hate letters sent to mosques; Police say that they are closing in on person who
sent derogatory messages to Muslims
Susan Abram; sabram@scng.com @sabramLA on Twitter
Letters sent to five California mosques, including one in Signal Hill, appear to be written by the same person,
the FBI said at a news conference Monday in Los Angeles.
Islamic centers in Los Angeles' Koreatown neighborhood, Northridge, Signal Hill near Long Beach, Pomona
and San Jose all received copies of a handwritten letter addressing Muslims as "the Children of Satan," and
calling them degrading names, such as "vile" and "evil."
Based on the post office from where the letters were mailed, police with the LAPD's counter-terrorism unit said they
are confident they can track down the person who wrote and sent them to the Koreatown and Northridge mosques.
Both were postmarked Nov. 19.
"We know where they sent the letters from," said LAPD Commander Horace Frank at a news conference held at the
Islamic Center of Southern California in Koreatown, which received one of the letters. He said he hasn't
seen the handwritten notes sent to other communities, but that they all carried the same message and had the same,
printed letters.
"We feel we're confident we'll be able to identify the person," he added.
Signal Hill police said Monday afternoon that they were unaware of the LAPD's lead, but the department is working
to coordinate its investigation with other departments in the region.
The letter sent to Signal Hill was also postmarked Nov. 19, according to an Islamic Center of Long Beach official.
Anti-Muslim incidents rise
The letters prompted Islamic leaders to ask police for more vigilance and to call on members of the Muslim
community to say something if they are the target of acts of hate. The letters mark an increase in anti-Muslim
incidents reported since the Nov. 8 election.
More than 100 such incidents have occurred across the country over the past few weeks, according to the
Council on American-Islamic Relations, a Washington, D.C.-based civil rights organization. Statistics from the
FBI show a 67 percent jump in incidents against Muslims in 2015.
The letter states that President-elect Donald Trump - who during his campaign proposed making Muslims register and
blocking people of the faith from entering the country - is going to "cleanse America."
"He's going to do to you Muslims what Hitler did to the Jews," the letter reads. "You Muslims would be wise
to pack your bags and get out of Dodge."
The letter is signed "Americans for a Better Way."
Some in the Muslim community felt unsettled by the words.
Safety concerns real
Tayseer Mahmoud, vice president of the Islamic Center of Long Beach in Signal Hill, said he doesn't feel safe since
receiving the letter.
He's been careful to lock the door behind him and double check to make sure there's nobody waiting outside for him
when he exits a building.
"I just have to keep watching over my shoulder," he said.
Mahmoud said he's felt a change since the election. He said he believes Trump's rhetoric about Muslims has
been harmful.
"It fueled people to become more aggressive," he said.
Signal Hill police said Monday they're taking steps to protect the local center and its members, but authorities declined
to reveal exactly what they're doing.
"We are taking precautions to ensure everybody's safety, but I'm not willing to discuss those precautions," Signal Hill
police Lt. Ron Sagmit said.
Reporting incidents encouraged
The letters aren't considered a hate crime and a federal investigation is unlikely, said Stephen Woolery, FBI
special agent in charge of the bureau's Counter Terrorism Division in Los Angeles. He said a mosque in Georgia
also received a similar letter. The letters are being looked at as an incident of hate and intimidation and he
urged people in the Muslim community to report them if they are received.
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"We know that there is under-reporting in a number of crimes that occur," Woolery said. "We encourage you to report
these things so we can get to the bottom of it and we can keep the community safe."
Still, the letters are worth investigating, said LAPD Deputy Chief Michael Downing, of the Counter Terrorism Special
Operations Bureau.
"We take it very seriously," Downing said. "Hate crime is as serious as a homicide to us."
He said hateful rhetoric creates fear in many communities and is likely caused by people who are uneducated
and fearful.
The presence of the FBI, the LAPD, and the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department at the news conference marked
a clear sign that the partnership between law enforcement and the Muslim community was as strong as "the shield
they carry," said Salam Al-Marayati, president of the Los Angeles-based Muslim Public Affairs Council.
"Let me just speak directly to the person who wrote these letters to the mosques: You are a coward - unless
you come here and debate the points that you apparently believe so much in."
Staff writer Jeremiah Dobruck contributed to this report.

82

Tulsa World (Oklahoma)
November 29, 2016

Steve Fair: The U.S. system of government worked
Steve Fair
In a Washington Post op/ed Mehdi Hasan declared the American political system is "broken." Hasan is a
British journalist and author who works for Al Jazeera, a media network owned by the government of Qatar.
Al Jazeera is perceived to have mainly Islamist perspectives in their reporting, promoting the Muslim
Brotherhood and having an anti-Western slant. While Hasan's opinion should be dismissed as irrelevant and
nonsensical, much of what he addresses is the same rhetoric being pushed by Democrat leaders.
Hasan's cites several reasons America's system of government is broken, chief among them the "archaic U.S. electoral
college." He points out that Trump lost the popular vote to Clinton and that just isn't fair. In the Brit's mind, the person
who wins the popular vote should be president. Would liberals be as outraged if the reverse was true? Certainly not
and everyone knows that. Just like every sore loser in a competitive contest, the rules were unfair (even though you
knew the rules going in), the refs were bias, the other team cheated etc.,etc.,etc. It's never about your bad performance
or the good performance of your opponent.
Hasan also cites the amount of money in American's political system as one of the reasons the system is broke.
Welcome to a capitalist society, Mehdi. In America. if someone wants to spend their entire fortune pushing their
ideology (George Soros, Charles Koch), they have the right to do so. It's the job of the educated voter to discern where
candidates are getting their funding. Follow the money! There is too much money in politics because not enough
people are paying attention to politics. Big donors are buying races and politicians, but the answers isn't taking away
the right of the big donor to be engaged. The answer is to get the average citizen constantly engaged in the process.
Hasan says that America has less voter turnout than other developed countries. That is often true and the primary
reason is that people don't believe their vote makes a difference. They see inconsistency between what a candidate
promises and what they actually do in office. If citizens would educate themselves on the issues and would "do
politics" more than just every two years, it would dilute the influences of special interest in our government
Hasan says Republicans try to suppress the minority vote and gerrymander districts to their benefit. Republicans do
support having voters provide a photo ID to vote in an election. That seems to be reasonable and logical. Only those
who plan to cheat would oppose that. You can't cash a check without ID, so why should you be allowed to cast a vote
without ID? That is not suppressing the vote. That is simply ensuring those who vote are who they say they are. As to
gerrymandering, it has been around as long as government and the GOP don't have a monopoly on it. I ran for
Oklahoma State Senate in 2000 against a Democrat incumbent and lost. In 2001, when re-districting for State Senate
districts took place, the Democrat leadership drew me out of the district. The incumbent, who was termed out and
couldn't run again, gleefully declared my political future was dead. I didn't complain or call foul because I understood
that elections have consequences and the party in power gets to draw district lines. Is that unfair to the citizens?
Perhaps, but that is all the more reason for citizens to stay engaged.
Is our system of government broken? Donald Trump's victory over establishment candidates actually proves just the
opposite. When an "outsider" can run and win over career politicians who are better funded and more politically astute,
it means our system of self-government is working, not broken. When unemployed and underemployed Americans
turn out in record numbers to vote for a political outsider, it proves the people are sick of their dysfunctional,
disconnected government.
What is broken is the hearts of the liberal socialists in America. They lost an election they believe they shouldn't have,
but instead of laying the blame where it belongs -- at the feet of Hillary Clinton -- they blame the system. The system,
while not perfect, worked.
Steve Fair is treasurer of the Stephens County Republican Party. He can be reached by phone at 580.252.6284 or by
email at okgop@aol.com His blog is stevefair.blogspot.com.
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Fresno Islamic Cultural Center receives letter threatening Muslim genocide,
praising Trump
Andrea Castillo; Fresno Bee
The Islamic Cultural Center of Fresno received a chain letter Monday threatening genocide against Muslims and
praising President-elect Donald Trump.
The same letter made national news after being sent to three other mosques in California starting Thursday
and one in Georgia on Monday. It is addressed to "the children of Satan" and says that Trump will do to
Muslims what Hitler did to Jews. It calls Muslims "filthy people" and "evil" and says they "worship the devil."
It is signed by "Americans for a Better Way."
Reza Nekumanesh, director of the Islamic center in Fresno, said the letter was postmarked in Santa Clarita and sent
from "Reza Khan." The Washington Post reported the Georgia letter also was postmarked Santa Clarita and by the
same person.
Public records searches revealed there is no one by that name in either city. The Fresno envelope includes a local
return address on Oak Street, but there is no Oak Street in Fresno.
The Council on American-Islamic Relations reported that the letters were sent to the Islamic Center of Long Beach,
the Islamic Center of Claremont, the Evergreen Islamic Center in San Jose and the Islamic Center of Savannah, Ga.
The council has called for greater police protection at local mosques.
Fresno police Chief Jerry Dyer said he increased the presence of an officer around the Islamic center. He said the
police department is working with the FBI to investigate the letter as a terrorist threat and a hate crime, and to
determine who is responsible.
"I'm confident we're going to be able to track down who is responsible for this letter," he said, adding that it's highly
unlikely that the name on the envelope is the person responsible.
Rabbi Rick Winer of Temple Beth Israel in Fresno said the Jewish community "condemns the racist vitriol sent to our
friends at the Islamic Cultural Center."
Nekumanesh said receiving hate mail is nothing new; the center received such messages throughout the presidential
campaign. He said the letter is more emblematic of the deeply rooted hatred that has existed since this country's
inception.
Still, he said many Muslims are anxious and fearful of what could happen to them.
"The idea that Trump is creating hatred is a ridiculous concept," he said. "All he did is make it OK to say it loudly."
During his campaign, Trump told CNN "I think Islam hates us" and said it's difficult to separate "radical"
Islam from Islam itself. Since winning the election, he has continued to call for a registry of immigrants and
visitors from Muslim countries and a ban on others from entering.
The letter states "There's a new sheriff in town - President Donald Trump" and tells Muslims to "pack your
bags and get out of Dodge." Nekumanesh said the way it's written makes it difficult to take seriously, like it's
from "somebody who watches a lot of cowboy movies."
"People are brave when they don't have to look you in the face," he said.
The Southern Poverty Law Center reported 701 incidents of harassment nationwide in the first week after the
presidential election. Of those, 206 were anti-immigrant and 51 were anti-Muslim. SPLC also reported 27 anti-Trump
incidents.
FBI hate crime statistics released this month show 257 reported bias crimes against Muslims last year, a 67 percent
surge over 2014.
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A Test of Faith: Practicing Islam at a Catholic, American university
Rosemond Crown
A group of women bowing their heads in prayer.Lorna Probasco/ Hilltop Views
During college years, students face the difficult task of establishing a balance between their academic life and
other involvements. This balancing act is especially difficult for Muslim students who are striving to meet the
demands of their religion while also schooling in a western culture into which Islam does not fit naturally.
Rima Yousuf is a Biology student at St. Edward's University. She is a Muslim and attests to the difficulties in
practicing Islam not only in a westernized culture but also in a college culture.
Islam, like many religions, sets some requirements for its followers. And while many Muslims customize these
requirements and adhere to them at a variety of levels, these requirements are generally held as important to
Muslims around the world.
Prayer
For Yousuf, her faith has been very important to affirming her identity since she is in the United States alone with her
family living in Dubai. Yousuf strives to pray 5 times a day, eat halal foods and dress modestly as required by her
faith. But prayer, Yousuf says, has been the most difficult to navigate especially being a full-time student.
Although there are no policies in place that make provision for prayer time in the event that it overlaps with class,
Yousuf explains that there are creative ways to make scheduling work for both class and prayer time.
While careful planning can allow for a less chaotic schedule, there are often times when even the most well-thought
out plan fails to ease the friction that occurs when Islam intersects with western culture. For Yousuf, her Biology lab
on Tuesdays from 6-9:00 p.m. overlaps with the Salat al-Maghhrib prayer, which is supposed to happen between 7:00
and 8:00 p.m. In order to make this specific prayer, Yousuf typically takes a small bathroom break - or rather, a prayer
break.
Islam also offers some food restrictions. These restrictions require that Muslims only eat foods classified as Halal.
The instruction is given in the 18th verse of the sixth Surah of the Quran.
"Eat of that (meat) over which the name of Allah has been pronounced (while slaughtering that animal/bird), if you
are believers in His revelations," the verse says.
In many Islamic nations, it is easier for Muslims to have access to food that is halal. But in a western culture like the
United States, where Muslims make up only 1% of the population according to Pew Research Center, getting access
to authentic halal food can be difficult. As Islam spreads out from the Middle East into western societies, many
Muslims are looking to Allah's merciful nature to forgive them when they, without option, have to eat food that is not
halal.
Modesty, while a highly subjective concept, is a vital component of Islam. The hijab headscarf has become a symbol
of Islamic modesty and purity, but with an increased fear of Islamic extremist terrorism, the symbol of the hijab has
also become associated with fear. Yousuf says as a safety precaution she does not wear her headscarf.
Since the 9/11 terrorist attacks in New York in 2001, Islamophobia has been on the rise and incidents of MuslimAmericans facing discrimination have been rampant on traditional and social media. The rise of Islamophobia
has driven pockets of Muslim communities to fear. Yousuf explains that she is becoming more cautious about
standing out in public as a Muslim. Yousuf says that though the world is a scary place to be a Muslim, she feels safe
once she steps onto St. Edward's University's campus. She credits the university for actively putting measures in place
to promote diversity and understanding.
St. Edward's university has a relatively small but vibrant Muslim community which makes up about 2 percent of the
student population, according to preliminary data by the Office of Institutional Research. The university's Campus
Ministry exists to "catalyze both personal and communal transformation. Such transformation invites all people into
right relationship with self, others and God," according to the organization's webpage. In achieving this mission, the
organization has strengthened its inter-faith outreach. For the St. Edward's Muslim community, they have provided a
prayer space and consistently fund events for the Muslim Students Association.
Associate director for Campus Ministry, James Puglisi says their accommodation of the Muslim community is in fact
a demand by the University's Holy Cross Catholic tradition.
St. Edward's University Muslim Students Association president Zaynab Jan testifies that her and her organization have
received tremendous support from the university.
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Malaysian mother's battle sparks reform against 'child snatching' cases
Beh Lih Yi
KUALA LUMPUR (Thomson Reuters Foundation) - Malaysian kindergarten teacher Indira Gandhi last saw
her infant daughter in 2009 before her estranged husband snatched the 11-month-old away after an argument.
"I thought he would return in one or two days with (her). I never thought this was going to happen, I was
devastated," the 41-year-old said.
Gandhi is one of several women whose husbands converted to Islam in Muslim-majority Malaysia, before
secretly converting their children and then applying for custody of them in an Islamic court.
As a Hindu, Gandhi is unable to challenge his bid in the Islamic court because she is not a Muslim.
Now the Malaysian parliament, spurred by her case, is considering legislative reforms to stop such cases of
secret conversion, sometimes dubbed "child snatching".
Campaigners say it is a strategy mostly used by husbands seeking an upper hand in custody battles.
"It is not only my battle... there are cases which are not publicized, there are those who are fighting quietly," Gandhi
told the Thomson Reuters Foundation by phone from Ipoh, a city in northern Malaysia where she lives.
More than 60 percent of Malaysia's population of 30 million are Malay Muslims, but it also has a large number of
Chinese and Indian minorities.
The country's Islamic court, which hears cases of family disputes and inheritance involving Muslims, runs parallel
with the civil court.
Gandhi's problems began in 2009 when her then husband converted from Hinduism to Islam as their marriage fell
apart.
Without her knowledge, he then converted the baby girl and their two older children - giving him grounds to
apply in an Islamic court for custody, which was granted.
While the two older children have remained with Gandhi, her ex-husband took the youngest, and Gandhi has not seen
her since.
A WOMAN'S RIGHT AS GUARDIAN
The proposed reforms seek to outlaw such conversion by one parent, which advocates say will safeguard a mother's
equal access to custody rights and quell unease among religious minorities.
There are no statistics on the number of Malaysian mothers affected by conversion custody cases, but Gandhi is not
alone.
In another high-profile case, Hindu mother Deepa Subramaniam waged a legal battle against her Muslim convert
husband, who had converted and claimed custody of their two children.
Sumitra Visvanathan, executive director of Kuala Lumpur-based Women's Aid Organisation, said amending the law
would protect the rights of women and the best interests of children.
Cases of child conversions "predominantly affected women and demonstrated extreme violations of a woman's right
as equal guardian of her children", she said.
"Failing to fully protect the rights of non-converting spouses and their children erodes women's constitutional right
to equality."
Goh Siu Lin, the president of the Malaysia's Association of Women Lawyers, said the proposal would legally
recognize a mother's equal right in the choice of religion of her child.
"This is a very positive and long-awaited legislative intervention by the government of Malaysia," Goh said.
Malaysian lawmakers are scheduled to debate and vote on the proposal early next year.
Gandhi, who has become the face of the landmark legislative reforms, more than seven years later remains locked in
a legal tussle with her ex-husband, as she challenges the conversion of her three children in a civil court and tries to
convert them back to Hinduism.
And she continues to reminisce about her baby girl: "She was a happy and easy going baby... She is always in our
prayers."
(Reporting by Beh Lih Yi @behlihyi, editing by Alisa Tang. Please credit the Thomson Reuters Foundation, the
charitable arm of Thomson Reuters, that covers humanitarian news, women 's rights, trafficking, property rights and
climate change. Visit http://news.trust.org)

86

The Pioneer (Big Rapids, Michigan)
November 28, 2016

Countering hate and discrimination
Rivera Sun
Many people in the United States are expressing concern over the rise of hatred, hate crimes, bigotry, racism, sexism,
and Islamophobia. At the same time, a number of creative nonviolent responses have arisen for addressing
discrimination and hatred on the ground. Here are a few stories from the past few weeks.
In Michigan, after someone threatened a young Muslim woman that he would set her on fire if she did not
remove her hijab, the Muslim Student Association decided to hold a group Ishaa prayer (which happens at
night) at University of Michigan to show that they are proud to be Muslim and will not let hatred and threats
push them into fear.
Concerned that there would be pushback, they asked allies to join them.
To the MSA's surprise, 200 non-Muslims showed up on the cold night to stand guard in a protective circle around
them.
In Sarasota Springs, Florida, swastikas were spray-painted on buildings and streets. One inspired person turned them
into a message of love. The unknown person connected the legs of the swastika into a square where each section
contains one of the letters L O V E. This was a smart and creative response to a symbol that has become synonymous
with white supremacy, violence, and hate.
In response to concerns that president-elect Trump would follow through with his campaign comments about
establishing a Muslim registry and requiring all Muslims to sign up, thousands of non-Muslim Americans pledged
that they would put their names on the registry if their Muslim brothers and sisters were required to do so. Jonathan
Greenblatt, the head of the Jewish Anti-Defamation League, said that he would, too.
"If one day Muslim Americans will be forced to register their identities, then that is the day that this proud Jew will
register as a Muslim," Greenblatt said.
Sanctuary Cities nationwide state their positions: they're not backing down. Sanctuary Cities are municipalities that
adopt a range of policies that resist unjust immigration laws and deportation practices. Since Election Day, mayors
and police chiefs in more than 10 major cities, including San Francisco, Oakland, Los Angeles, New York, Portland
OR, Chicago and Washington, D.C., have reaffirmed their commitment to upholding their sanctuary polices, even in
the face of federal threats.
The Denver City Council issued an official proclamation to all of its citizens, announcing its position on inclusivity,
justice, and freedom from fear of persecution. One part of the proclamation reads: "We commit to evaluate our systems
of government with an inclusive lens. Our communities will foster and ensure equity, social justice, and freedom from
fear of persecution based on race, religious belief, country of origin, sexual orientation, gender, physical ability, or
age.
Specifically, we must work together to support our brothers and sisters in communities of color, LGBTQ, immigrants,
refugees, and those of the Muslim and Jewish faiths who at times have been targeted in unjust ways."
Everyone has heard of the outspoken comments of the cast of the musical Hamilton. Vice-president-elect Mike Pence
was in the audience and treated to a respectfully, but clearly worded statement from the performers.
Cast member Brandon Victor Dixon said, "We, sir -- we -- are the diverse America who are alarmed and anxious that
your new administration will not protect us, our planet, our children, our parents, or defend us and uphold our
inalienable rights," he said. "We truly hope that this show has inspired you to uphold our American values and to work
on behalf of all of us." The statement set off a storm of reactions nationwide, including from president-elect Donald
Trump. Pence, however, said he was not offended, and that the statement from the cast was, "what freedom sounds
like."
At Baylor University in Texas, a student harassed a young black woman, Natasha Nkhama, on Election Day, shoving
her off the sidewalk and saying it was for whites-only.
Two days later, 300 students walked with her to class to take a clear stand against racism and discrimination. Using
the hashtag #IWalkWithNatasha, they provided a powerful message to a nation reeling from the election results. They
also tapped into the strength of collective action and protective accompaniment to ensure that the harassment not
repeated.
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In many other places across the United States, including Gainesville, FL; Beloit, WI; and Detroit, people took to the
streets in demonstrations, marches, and rallies to proclaim their solidarity and common humanity with all human
beings. These actions focused on common humanity, rather than political figures, and emphasized love and support
for those who are feeling or being targeted by hate speech, policy proposals, or potential cabinet choices of the
incoming administration.
All of these actions, and many more, offer us examples of how we can organize and mobilize in our communities to
take clear and proactive stances in support of respect, dignity, human rights, civil rights and liberties, inclusion, safety,
and justice.
Author/Activist Rivera Sun is the author of The Dandelion Insurrection and other books, and the Programs
Coordinator for Campaign Nonviolence.
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Letter threatening Muslims sent to Long Beach, Claremont-area mosques
Brooke Edwards Staggs and Andrew Edwards; Staff Writers
Local Islamic leaders are asking for increased police protection after at least three California mosques
received a letter that threatens Muslims in the latest of a string of similar incidents reported since the Nov. 8
election.
Over the past several days, Islamic centers in Long Beach, Claremont and San Jose all received the same
photocopy of a handwritten letter addressed to "the Children of Satan."
The letter calls Muslims "vile," "filthy" and "evil." It then states that President-elect Donald Trump - who
during his campaign proposed making Muslims register and block people of the faith from entering the
country - is going to "cleanse America."
"He's going to do to you Muslims what Hitler did to the Jews," the letter reads. "You Muslims would be wise to
pack your bags and get out of Dodge."
The letter is signed "Americans for a Better Way."
The letters are the latest in a series of incidents targeting Muslims and other minority groups since the Nov. 8
election.
More than 100 anti-Muslim incidents have occurred across the country over the past few weeks, according to the
Council on American-Islamic Relations, a Washington, D.C.-based civil rights organization. And FBI statistics
show a 67 percent jump in incidents against Muslims in 2015.
"This hate campaign targeting California houses of worship must be investigated as an act of religious intimidation,
and our state's leaders should speak out against the growing anti-Muslim bigotry that leads to such incidents," said
Hussam Ayloush, executive director of CAIR's greater Los Angeles area chapter.
The organization called for stepped-up police presence around mosques. It also urged American Muslims and
Islamic institutions to take extra security precautions and report any incidents.
Hasan Z. Rahim, a spokesman for the Evergreen Islamic Center in San Jose, said the center has received antiMuslim phone calls in the wake of high-profile terrorist attacks, but never a letter.
"We are not going to be alarmist. It is just one letter," Rahim said. "But we also are going to have to be vigilant."
In Long Beach, it was a reminder for a community seeking ways to promote support for its Muslim community.
Earlier this month, the mayors of Long Beach and Signal Hill and about 100 others assembled outside the Long
Beach Islamic Center to express friendship to congregants as they emerged from Friday prayers.
"It's terrible that these hateful letters and acts are happening across the country and here locally," Long Beach Mayor
Robert Garcia said in a statement Saturday. "Our community continues to reaffirm our support for our Muslim
American neighbors. We will always treat all people equally and with respect."
Rahim said the letter is yet another example of the anti-Muslim attacks that have occurred since Trump's victory.
And there have been more than 700 incidents targeting different minority groups that have been documented by the
Southern Poverty Law Center.
Several hate crimes made the news. Among them: Officials said a Muslim woman at San Diego State
University became a victim when two men who spoke of Trump's victory stole her car keys and vehicle after
targeting her for covering her head with a hijab. There was also news of a video footage showing black men
attacking a white man in Chicago as bystanders shouted "You voted Trump!"
During the campaign, Trump called to temporarily ban all Muslims from entering the United States, raising concerns
across the political spectrum.
"Donald J. Trump is calling for a total and complete shutdown of Muslims entering the United States until our
country's representatives can figure out what is going on," according to a campaign statement at the time.
That message came in the wake of the terrorist attack on Dec. 2 in San Bernardino, by Islamic State sympathizers,
which killed 14.
In a recent interview on CBS' "60 Minutes," the president-elect reiterated his call to tighten security to protect the
nation.
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"Call it whatever you want, change territories, but there are territories and terror states and terror nations that we're
not gonna allow the people to come into our country. And we're gonna have a thing called 'extreme vetting,' " he
said.
In the wake of his election win, he's also called for unity in the nation after a tough campaign.
The time had come, he said, "to begin to heal our divisions."
CAIR-LA is asking Muslim community members to report any bias incidents to police and to CAIR-LA's Civil
Rights Department at 714-776-1847 or by filing a report here.
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Focus on Muslims troubles internment's survivors
Mark K. Matthews
Bob Fuchigami spent three years of his boyhood detained at a Japanese American internment camp in
Colorado. Now 86, the U.S. Navy veteran says he fears what might happen if President elect Donald Trump
listens to one of his advisers and creates a registry for immigrants primarily from Muslim countries.
"If something happens like 9/11, what are they going to do? Take all the Muslims and put them into camps like
we were put into concentration camps?" said Fuchigami, who recalls the infamous ABC system used to track
Japanese Americans during the World War II era. "When you start to make lists, it's sort of like the first step
toward doing things like that."
Fuchigami is one of several survivors of the U.S. policy of Japanese American internment who have criticized what
they see as worrisome rhetoric coming from the Trump transition team and some of his supporters.
Much of the concern stems from Trump's own call to ban travel by Muslims to the U.S., as well the policy
recommendations of Kris Kobach, the Kansas secretary of state and a Trump adviser.
Kobach wants to retool a registry system used after the Sept. 11 attacks to track immigrants and visitors from select
and primarily Muslim majority countries. He recently was photographed alongside Trump with a list of immigration
related proposals that included plans for "extreme vetting" of "high risk aliens" that included questions "regarding
support for Sharia law, jihad, equality of men and women, the United States Constitution."
Aides to Trump recently rejected the idea of a registry based on religion, although Trump was vague about his support
for that kind of system during his presidential run.
It's that kind of uncertainty that worries Gil Asakawa, a board member of the Mile High chapter of the Japanese
American Citizens' League.
"I don't think Japanese Americans, as a community, are freaking out and becoming hysterical," said Asakawa, whose
in laws were interned in California and Arkansas during World War II. "But certainly it's happened to us. We raised
the red flag and warned about it right after 9/11, and I think it's worth being vigilant."
A trend to watch, he added, was the growing visibility of white nationalists or the alt right movement, and the potential
repercussions of their divisive rhetoric. "They really have been given permission to be out of that particular closet,"
Asakawa said.
A white nationalist group calling itself the National Policy Institute met recently in downtown Washington leading to
cheers reminiscent of Nazi Germany in celebrating Trump's victory.
Trump also made waves when he picked Steve Bannon as a strategist. Bannon had served as an executive at Breitbart
News, which Bannon said was a platform for the alt right, among other views although Trump dismissed the criticism.
"I've known Steve Bannon a long time," Trump said in an interview last week with The New York Times. "If I thought
he was a racist, or alt right, or any of the things that we can, you know, the terms we can use, I wouldn't even think
about hiring him."
In recent months, two national research groups said they have seen an uptick in hate motivated crime.
An analysis of hate crime statistics by the Pew Research Center found that in 2015 there were 91 reported
aggravated or simple assaults "motivated by anti Muslim bias." That's two shy of the 93 assaults recorded in
2001 and the most in the past 16 years.
And the Southern Poverty Law Center noted there was a spike in "incidents of hateful harassment" after the Nov. 8
election.
The new national mood has been jarring to Jo Ann Ota Fujioka, a Colorado delegate for U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders
who spent three months in an Arizona internment camp when she was a toddler.
She said she was taken aback when a Trump surrogate suggested in a recent Fox News interview that Japanese
American internment provided a "precedent" for a modern day Muslim registry system, but he clarified he didn't mean
the U.S. should set up camps again.
"I just could not even believe (it) when I heard that," she said.
Her plan was to continue advocating against that kind of rhetoric. "If there's injustice, especially if it happens to you,
speak up. You can't let one thing go by," she said. "If you don't protest it and you don't question it, then it is."
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Colorado has some experience in speaking out. During World War II, Colorado Gov. Ralph Carr to the detriment of
his own political career vocally opposed the policy of Japanese American internment.
The Constitution begins with "We the people of the United States," the Republican governor once said. "It doesn't say,
'We the people, who are descendants of the English or the Scandinavians or the French.' "
Some of the state's current legislators have tried recently to address the divisive tenor of the national discourse.
Democratic U.S. Sen. Michael Bennet referenced Carr when talking about the need to oppose anything resembling a
Muslim registry. "Gov. Carr spoke out against racial intolerance and stood up for our constitutional principles during
a particularly challenging time for our country," he said. "We should honor his legacy today and must never single
out individuals based on their race or religion."
His Republican counterpart, U.S. Sen. Cory Gardner, took a similar tack.
This year, he paid tribute on the Senate floor to a woman held at a Japanese American internment camp in Colorado,
and he criticized some of the more recent episodes of hate speech. "There is no role for racism or discrimination in
America, and any rhetoric or action that reflects racism is abhorrent and at odds with our values as a nation," he said.
U.S. Rep. Mike Coffman, an Aurora Republican who ran on a platform that included a pledge to "stand up" to Trump
or to Democratic presidental candidate Hillary Clinton, did not respond to requests for comment.
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The numbers; Hate crimes against Muslims up across U.S.
Matt Zapotosky
HIGHLIGHT: Associated Press Shiite muslims pray together at a peace rally outside of the White House.
Hate crimes against Muslims spiked last year to their highest level in more than a decade - an increase that
experts and advocates say was fueled by anger over terrorist attacks and anti-Islam rhetoric on the campaign
trail. Law enforcement agencies across the country reported 257 anti-Muslim incidents in 2015, up nearly 67
percent from the year before, according to FBI data. That is significant in its own right, but even more so in
historical context. The last time the FBI recorded more than 160 anti-Muslim incidents was in 2001, when it
reported 481. That was the year that Islamist militants attacked the World Trade Center, killing thousands
and sparking a wave of anti-Muslim incidents.
Ibrahim Hooper, a spokesman for the Council on American-Islamic Relations, said that he believed the anti-Muslim
rhetoric that came out of the presidential campaign was to blame and that he feared there will be more hate crimes this
year. "Whenever you have one of the nation's leading public figures in the person of Donald Trump mainstreaming
and empowering Islamophobia in the nation, it's the inevitable result," he said. A Trump campaign spokeswoman
did not immediately return an email seeking comment. Hate crimes overall increased about 6.7 percent from 2014 to
2015, but the number of such crimes was still less than it was a decade earlier. Anti-black incidents rose by about 7.6
percent, anti-Jewish incidents rose by about 9 percent, and incidents based on sexual orientation rose by about 3.5
percent from 2014 to 2015. Before and after Trump's election, there were reports of hateful acts across the country.
The Southern Poverty Law Center, drawing on news accounts, social media postings and direct reports, said it had
tallied 201 incidents of election-related harassment and intimidation. Earlier this month, a Muslim student at San
Diego State University reported that she was robbed by two men who made comments about Trump. Police
said they believe she was targeted because she was wearing a hijab. The week before the election, a black church
in Mississippi was burned and spray-painted with the words "Vote Trump." During his campaign, Trump
vowed to have law enforcement conduct surveillance at mosques and called for at least a temporary ban on
Muslims immigrating to the United States, measures that he suggested might prevent terrorist attacks. Asked on
"60 Minutes" about reports of supporters harassing Latinos and Muslims, he said: "I am so saddened to hear that. And
I say, 'Stop it.'" Notably, the data from 2015 does not show an increase in anti-Latino incidents from the year before.
Still, advocates say Trump's rhetoric is at least partly to blame for the spike in other incidents. "I don't think there's
any question at all that the Trump campaign contributed and contributed mightily to these numbers," said Mark Potok,
senior fellow at the Southern Poverty Law Center. The data available is somewhat limited, analysts say, because law
enforcement agencies provide numbers voluntarily to the FBI, and many did not report hate crimes. Bureau of Justice
Statistics surveys show a far greater number of hate crimes than what is reported - hundreds of thousands each year.
The data largely confirms the findings of Brian Levin, a professor at California State University at San Bernardino,
who wrote earlier this year about a surge in crimes against Muslims. In an interview, Levin said he attributed the spike
to three factors - anger after terrorist attacks like those in San Bernardino, Calif., and Paris; a generally elevated level
of prejudice against Muslims; and "the coalescence of a sociopolitical movement that labels Muslims as an enemy."
Levin said he found a spate of anti-Muslim incidents in the weeks immediately following the attacks in San Bernardino
and Paris. After Paris, for example, a Florida man threatened violence at two mosques in two anti-Islamic diatribes.
But Levin said he did not expect that those would make 2015 an anomaly. Based on 2016 data in places such as Ohio,
Texas, Delaware and New York, he estimated that anti-Muslim hate crimes are "either at or above the levels of 2015."
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What Trump can learn from Muhammad
President-elect Donald Trump ran a campaign that can only be described as racist, xenophobic, sexist and
Islamophobic.
Now that he has won the election, it appears that Trump's crusade against Muslims may become a reality. A
day after the election, his call for a ban on Muslims was removed from his website and many commentators
understood that as a signal that he was not going to pursue that policy. Anti-Muslim rhetoric was just a dog
whistle used to garner support from the darkest recesses of the American conscience.
But the appointment of Islamophobes like Stephen Bannon in critical positions in the coming administration
says otherwise.
During his campaign, President-elect Trump repeatedly made comments about Muslims that demonized an
entire faith and community and tried to score points with segments of America which are decidedly
Islamophobic. The comments while expressing bigoted views had little policy substance in them. At one point
he advocated a complete ban on Muslims coming to America, at other times he said those coming from areas
infected by terrorism will be banned.
Now we find his surrogates justifying a registry of Muslims based on the internment of Japanese-Americans during
World War II and the now discredited and discontinued National Security Entry-Exit System (NSEER).
Regardless of what policy is implemented, I feel that Trump has launched a soft-crusade against Muslims in
this country, and they will be scapegoated for the many problems that will occur from failure of Trump's
grandiose designs to make America great.
It is tough to get to him. His mind is made up without facts and so it is near impossible to dissuade him with new facts
that challenge his premises. So I thought that perhaps I might share some statements of Prophet Muhammad himself
in the hope that Trump and his supporters get a second look at what Islam really teaches, not what Salafi-Jihadi imams
and terrorist organizations like ISIS claim.
Prophet Muhammad on Christians (taken from Muhammad's covenant with Christians):
"This is a message from Muhammad ibn Abdullah, as a covenant to those who adopt Christianity, near and far, we
are with them. Verily I, the servants, the helpers, and my followers defend them, because Christians are my citizens;
and by Allah! I hold out against anything that displeases them. No compulsion is to be on them. Neither are their
judges to be removed from their jobs nor their monks from their monasteries. No one is to destroy a house of their
religion, to damage it, or to carry anything from it to the Muslims' houses. Should anyone take any of these, he would
spoil God's covenant and disobey His Prophet.
No one is to force them to travel or to oblige them to fight. The Muslims are to fight for them. If a female Christian is
married to a Muslim, it is not to take place without her approval. She is not to be prevented from visiting her church
to pray. Their churches are to be respected. They are neither to be prevented from repairing them nor the sacredness
of their covenants. No one of the nation (Muslims) is to disobey the covenant till the Last Day (end of the world).[1]"
Prophet Muhammad on Jesus (Peace be upon both of them):
"The end of time will not be established until the son of Mary descends amongst you as a just ruler."
"Both in this world and in the Hereafter, I am the nearest of all the people to Jesus, the son of Mary. The prophets are
paternal brothers; their mothers are different, but their religion is one." (Both quotes are taken from Hadith traditions)
Prophet Muhammad on racism
"All mankind is from Adam and Eve. An Arab has no superiority over a non-Arab, nor does a non-Arab have any
superiority over an Arab; a white has no superiority over a black, nor does a black have any superiority over a white;
(none have superiority over another) except by piety and good action." (Quote from his last sermon)
Prophet Muhammad on
gender relations
"Oh, men fear God with regards to women. The best of you are those who are best of you towards women. The more
civil and kind a man is towards women, the more perfect his faith is." (Taken from Hadith traditions)
Dr. Muqtedar Khan is a professor at the University of Delaware and a senior fellow of the Center for Global Policy.
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Local Muslims concerned about nationwide trend; Rise in hate crimes
'troubling,' but Utica remains calm
Micaela Parker, MPARKER@UTICAOD.COM
UTICA - Some congregants of the Bosnian Islamic Association of Utica mosque are frightened about the
security of the building amid reports of a nationwide spike in anti-Muslim hate crimes.
Imam Amsal Memic said that while the Court Street mosque's neighbors are "pretty OK" and have never
taken any issue with them in the past, some members are frightened by what they perceive as a growing antiMuslim rhetoric across the nation. "When we have school for kids they say you should lock the doors so no one
can come in for the protection of you and the kids," Memic said. "(They say) everything should be secure and
locked.
They feel like they are not secure here. I don't feel that individually, but some people have those feelings." The
FBI's Uniform Crime Report, which annually catalogs data about hate crimes, recorded 257 anti-Muslim hate
crimes in 2015-a 67 percent increase from the 154 incidents reported to police in 2014.
That is a 14 percent increase from 2013's reported 135 incidents.
The city's Muslim community began to grow about 20 years ago with the arrival of Bosnian refugees - who notably
founded the Bosnian Islamic Association of Utica mosque at 306 Court St. - a population that has grown with the
arrival of Sudanese, Somali-Bantu and Iraqi refugees, Mohawk Valley Resource Center for Refugees Executive
Director Shelly Callahan said. She said the rise in hate crimes nationally on the Muslim community is concerning to
the organization. "It's troubling," Callahan said. "It's a concern.
I think that there are a lot of people who maybe have some misconceptions about that community. I think their fear
is being inflamed by the media and in particular the rhetoric they heard during the election that just misrepresented
millions and millions of people." Callahan said employees have told her second-hand of people allegedly shouting or
threatening hijab-wearing women within the city, as well as a rumor that someone was punched because they were
wearing the religious head covering.
"I really hope that Utica is more of a leader in terms of how we deal with diversity and culture and all that," Callahan
said, "and that the city doesn't follow national trends for hate speech and craziness." Utica police Lt. Bryan Coromato
said the department has received no such reports similar to the rumors Callahan described, but noted that the
department would be aggressive in investigating any alleged hate crimes that occur within the city.
"We're not seeing any rise in any kind of hate crime, not just specifically toward Muslims, which we're happy about,"
Coromato said. "Hate crimes are something we take very serious and anyone who is a victim of a hate crime, we urge
them to report it to us and it will be taken seriously. We'll do everything we can to bring that person to justice."
Recently, some anonymous citizens left positive messages written in chalk on the sidewalks outside the mosque, such
as "Love wins" and "You are loved." Memic offered those words for anyone who might be confused regarding the
teachings of the Islamic faith.
"Islam is a religion like any other religion," Memic said. "We have our beliefs.
We believe what we believe, and I believe that every single religion gives us all peace to live together and stay
together and to not do anything bad to any other people. To me, that's the study of religion. 'Islam' as a word means
peace.
"The last prophet came with that message," Memic said. "He lived all his life that way. We should continue to live
that way."
Follow@OD Parker on Twitter or call her at 315-792-5063.
Hate Crimes Nationally
The FBI has defined a hate crime as a "criminal offense against a person or property motivated in whole or in part
by an offender's bias against a race, religion, disability, sexual orientation, ethnicity, gender, or gender identity." Year
- Incidents 2015 - 257 2014 - 154 2013 - 135 Source: FBI, Uniform Crime Report
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Intolerance flares anew for Muslims after attack
By BEAU YARBROUGH, STAFF WRITER
When Syed Rizwan Farook and Tashfeen Malik opened fire at San Bernardino's Inland Regional Center on
Dec. 2, the Inland Empire's Muslim community braced for a backlash.
"Every incident that happens - when there's a terrorist attack or somebody being killed, there's gunshots - my
parents sit (watching) the news and say, 'I hope he's not Muslim, I hope he's not Muslim, I hope he's not
Muslim,' " said Chaffey College student Bayan Zehlif. "We didn't do anything, so why should we be hated on?
I don't want to live a life full of fear every time something happens: 'Please don't be a Muslim.' "
Since the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist acts committed by Islamic extremists have cast a shadow over the
estimated 3.3 million Muslims in the U.S.
The Dec. 2 attack in San Bernardino, which killed 14 people and wounded 22, rekindled and intensified Muslim
anxieties - feelings of "otherness," frustration, embarrassment and fear.
On Dec. 3, Zehlif's mother tried to talk her out of going to fitness boot camp, out of concern for her safety. "I told her
that if something happens to me because of my religion, then I will proudly deal with the sacrifice," Zehlif said.
"You lock yourself at home because of something you didn't do, knowing that you're going to receive hate for it. And
it's scary and it's sad, and I wouldn't want my kids to grow up like that. ... That doesn't make sense. Let me continue
my life normally. I had nothing to do with it. We share the same religion; we don't share the same values."
'This is my test'
Mohammad Hossain, who founded the Redlands Islamic Center less than 2 miles from the townhouse rented by Farook
and Malik, knows what it's like to be treated like an unwelcome alien. A Bangladeshi immigrant, Hossain worked and
taught at nearby Loma Linda University Medical Center.
"One of the doctors said, 'Why did you come here? Why don't you go somewhere else?' " he said.
One of his neighbors called police repeatedly over a decade, falsely reporting that Hossain's dog was barking at night.
"You would say 'hello,' and people would look away from you. They would not even look you in the face," he said.
"This is my test. That's the way I took it."
The neighbors who shunned and complained about Hossain and his family in the 1980s moved away over time,
replaced with more tolerant ones.
Understanding started in an unlikely way. Hossain founded the Islamic center in 2000, a year before 9/11.
"After 9/11, everybody is looking at me. The whole city, the whole county, every body," he said. "And they started
coming to me, saying, 'Tell me, Dr. Hossain, tell us about Islam.' "
He printed a four-page leaflet for the curious and regularly spoke before church and service groups.
"People thought 9/11 was going to make people hate Islam. But it was exactly the opposite," Hossain said. "The
awareness worked in our favor. They understood that it wasn't a religion of violence. It was a religion of peace."
He didn't change everyone's minds: "Somebody put (feces) in a brown bag and left it in front of our mosque."
In 2004, the center was vandalized. Drunken neighbors yelled "terrorist, terrorist, terrorist!" as attendees arrived at the
mosque for evening prayers.
"Some of the neighbors came into the parking lot, and they broke some of the lights and poured beer into the car seats
inside," Hossain said.
But the Redlands community, especially the city's Mormon residents, raised money to repair the lights.
'No empathy at all'
But that embrace of Muslim community members can feel tenuous.
Bayan Zehlif wears a hijab, a head scarf worn by many Muslim women to show modesty. For the most part, students
at Los Osos High School in Rancho Cucamonga were respectful of her faith, she said, but she was regularly reminded
that she was different from them.
"They'd put their hoods up and say, 'Oh my God, I'm Bayan,' " she said. "Like ha, ha, ha, I get it; we're friends. You
can't do that. But I would just stay quiet so they wouldn't hate me."
And not everyone was tolerant.
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"On the day of 9/11, we all know we're going to do that speech, the teacher's going to talk, you feel like everyone's
staring at you," Zehlif said. One year, she said, her teacher "just looks up and says, 'I just think that the people who
caused 9/11 shouldn't be here today.' And all my friends look at me, and I was just, like, OK ..."
That feeling of otherness exploded this past spring, when Zehlif's senior yearbook came out. It was riddled with errors,
and her picture, showing Zehlif in a hijab, was printed with the name "Isis Phillips" under it. Hurt, she vented on
Facebook, saying "let's be real" that the mislabeling was a typo, and not a reference to the ISIS terrorist group. (Shortly
before the Dec. 2 attack, Malik pledged her support to ISIS on Facebook.)
Zehlif's Facebook post was picked up by media around the world. Students she thought were her friends turned on
her.
"It became a thing of teams: 'Team Bayan' or 'Team Yearbook,' " she said. "But it shouldn't be like that: This girl was
obviously hurt, she was obviously embarrassed."
School officials ordered students to return the yearbooks so that stickers correcting the name error could be placed
inside. Some students refused to return their yearbooks, and some tried to resell an "Isis Edition" for a markup.
"There was no empathy at all. I missed my last two weeks of school. I went back for one day, and I ended up sitting
in the office, alone, knowing that no one wanted to talk to me," Zehlif said. "That was my last day of high school."
Her labeling as "Isis Phillips" hasn't followed her to college, she said, although she continues to worry about being
attacked for being a Muslim.
"My friend recently was victimized," Zehlif said. "He pulled her scarf off and punched her and took her pepper spray
and pepper-sprayed her."
walking away
Mohammad Salahat is a fourth-year student at Cal State San Bernardino, studying criminal justice with a minor in
prelaw and hoping to intern with the FBI.
Born in Jordan, Salahat was a Moreno Valley High freshman in 2002. No one gave him much trouble about being a
Muslim until after the 9/11 attacks.
"Then the problems started coming in," he said. " 'Terrorist,' 'you go back to your own country,' showing me pictures
of Osama bin Laden and telling me 'that's your father.' And everything in between."
He had fights with other students over the bullying before deciding to turn the other cheek. The students started
respecting him and his faith more, he said.
The hostility flared up last year at CSUSB. In November, terrorist attacks in Paris killed 130 people.
"After the Paris attack, (a fellow student) told me, 'You're a terrorist on this campus,' " Salahat said. "I went to his
face, shook his hand and said, 'Thank you.' Walked away. I face that every time something horrific happens."
Salahat is an active member of CSUSB's Muslim Student Association. He believes Islamophobia isn't going anywhere.
"I'm hoping it'll go away. I'm praying it'll go away," he said. "But it'll never go away."
Salahat met Trenna Meins, the widow of Dec. 2 victim Damian Meins, when she spoke before two classes at CSUSB
on Nov. 2.
"After she was finished, I raised my hand," Salahat said. "I said, 'I apologize for your loss. Please do not label the 1.6
billion Muslims who worship like I worship, who follow the bylaws, who follow the rules, like every other human
being.' ... She looked at me ... and said, 'I know, I know. I have a Muslim friend. We're closer than ever.' "
After the presentation, they spoke more and embraced.
Salahat recalled Meins saying: "I know it's not your fault, it's not Islam's fault. It's that particular group. The bad
apples."
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Nation briefs
The Associated Press
LOS ANGELES - A civil rights group is calling for more police protection of mosques after several in California
received letters that praised President-elect Donald Trump and threatened Muslim genocide.
The Los Angeles Times reported Saturday the Council on American-Islamic Relations said the same handwritten,
photocopied letter was sent last week to the Islamic Center of Long Beach, the Islamic Center of Claremont and the
Evergreen Islamic Center in San Jose.
The letter was addressed to "the children of Satan" and said Trump will "cleanse America and make it shine
again. And, he's going to start with you Muslims." It is signed by "American for A Better Way."
Both the Los Angeles and Bay Area chapters of CAIR have called for increased cooperation with law enforcement
agencies to protect mosques. San Jose Police Department spokesman Sgt. Enrique Garcia said police have opened an
investigation and are treating it as a "hate-motivated incident."
Murder-suicide suspected in Alaska FAIRBANKS, Alaska - Authorities in Alaska are investigating the deaths of four
people, including a 2-month-old girl, found in a hotel room as a murder-suicide.
Hotel staff called Fairbanks police and fire departments to a Hampton Inn on Friday afternoon. When officers arrived,
a man found crying in a second-floor hallway directed police to a nearby room, where they found the bodies.
The victims were identified as 54-year-old Linda Hutton, 22-year-old Emily McDonald, 22-year-old McKay Hutton
and 8-week-old Teagan Hutton.
The police department said all had gunshot wounds and that there is no indication that drugs or alcohol was involved.
Bill would speed drug approval WASHINGTON - The House plans to vote Wednesday on a $6.3 billion bill aimed
at speeding federal approval of drugs and medical devices and boosting biomedical research.
The legislation, a priority for congressional leaders in the lame-duck session, seeks to streamline how federal
regulators assess the safety of new treatments and let them reach markets more quickly. It provides new money for
the National Institutes of Health and Food and Drug Administration, including funding for the White House's cancer
moonshot and precision medicine initiatives. The bill also would seek $1 billion in grants to states to fight opioid
abuse. Rep. Fred Upton, R-Mich., who chairs the House Energy and Commerce Committee, announced details of the
draft bill Saturday along with Sen. Lamar Alexander, R-Tenn., chair of the Senate Committee on Health, Education,
Labor and Pensions. They described the legislation as an "innovation game-changer."
Baltimore police ID officers who shot man
BALTIMORE - Baltimore police say neither of the two officers who shot a knife-wielding man had been involved in
a shooting before.
Police on Saturday released the names of the officers who shot the man on Friday morning.
They are Officer Gary Brown, who's been with the department since 2000, and Officer Supreme Jones, a 2-year
department veteran. Both are on administrative leave.
Police Commissioner Kevin Davis said Friday that the man who was shot had a knife in each hand and was threatening
people. Davis said the man refused to drop the knives and that a stun gun had no effect on him. The man was taken to
a hospital after he was shot. His condition was not immediately known.
Police have not revealed the race of the officers or the man who was shot.
Wells Fargo seeks arbitration order
Wells Fargo & Co. wants a federal court judge in Utah to order that customers suing the banking giant over improper
sales practices submit their claims to binding arbitration.
The San Francisco-based company's request applies to a class-action lawsuit filed initially by three Utah residents
who at one time had accounts with the bank.
They sued Wells Fargo in September, one week after the bank made headlines for agreeing to pay $185 million to
settle allegations that its workers opened millions of accounts without customers' permission to reach aggressive sales
targets.
The class-action complaint, which alleges breach of contract, fraud and other claims, now includes 80 named plaintiffs.
In a filing Wednesday to U.S. District Judge Clark Waddoups, Wells Fargo asserted that the plaintiffs agreed to submit
any disputes to arbitration when they signed up for Wells Fargo checking accounts, credit cards or other services. The
Associated Press
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Mosques get letter threatening Muslims
Brooke Edwards Staggs and Andrew Edwards; Staff Writers
Local Islamic leaders are asking for increased police protection after at least three California mosques received
a letter that threatens Muslims in the latest of a string of similar incidents reported since the Nov. 8 election.
Over the past several days, Islamic centers in Long Beach, Claremont and San Jose all received the same
photocopy of a handwritten letter addressed to "the Children of Satan."
The letter calls Muslims "vile," "filthy" and "evil." It then states that President-elect Donald Trump - who
during his campaign proposed making Muslims register and block people of the faith from entering the country
- is going to "cleanse America."
"He's going to do to you Muslims what Hitler did to the Jews," the letter reads. "You Muslims would be wise
to pack your bags and get out of Dodge."
The letter is signed "Americans for a Better Way."
The letters are the latest in a series of incidents targeting Muslims and other minority groups since the Nov. 8 election.
More than 100 anti-Muslim incidents have occurred across the country over the past few weeks, according to the
Council on American-Islamic Relations, a Washington, D.C.-based civil rights organization. And FBI statistics show
a 67 percent jump in incidents against Muslims in 2015.
"This hate campaign targeting California houses of worship must be investigated as an act of religious intimidation,
and our state's leaders should speak out against the growing anti-Muslim bigotry that leads to such incidents," said
Hussam Ayloush, executive director of CAIR's greater Los Angeles area chapter.
The organization called for stepped-up police presence around mosques. It also urged American Muslims and Islamic
institutions to take extra security precautions and report any incidents.
Hasan Z. Rahim, a spokesman for the Evergreen Islamic Center in San Jose, said the center has received anti-Muslim
phone calls in the wake of high-profile terrorist attacks, but never a letter.
"We are not going to be alarmist. It is just one letter," Rahim said. "But we also are going to have to be vigilant."
In Long Beach, it was a reminder for a community seeking ways to promote support for its Muslim community.
Earlier this month, the mayors of Long Beach and Signal Hill and about 100 others assembled outside the Long Beach
Islamic Center to express friendship to congregants as they emerged from Friday prayers.
"It's terrible that these hateful letters and acts are happening across the country and here locally," Long Beach Mayor
Robert Garcia said in a statement Saturday. "Our community continues to reaffirm our support for our Muslim
American neighbors. We will always treat all people equally and with respect."
Rahim said the letter is yet another example of the anti-Muslim attacks that have occurred since Trump's victory. And
there have been more than 700 incidents targeting different minority groups that have been documented by the
Southern Poverty Law Center.
During the campaign, Trump called to temporarily ban all Muslims from entering the United States, raising concerns
across the political spectrum.
"Donald J. Trump is calling for a total and complete shutdown of Muslims entering the United States until our country's
representatives can figure out what is going on," according to a campaign statement at the time.
That message came in the wake of the terrorist attack on Dec. 2 in San Bernardino, by Islamic State sympathizers,
who killed 14.
In a recent interview on CBS' "60 Minutes," the president-elect reiterated his call to tighten security to protect the
nation.
"Call it whatever you want, change territories, but there are territories and terror states and terror nations that we're
not gonna allow the people to come into our country. And we're gonna have a thing called 'extreme vetting,' " he said.
In the wake of his election win, he's also called for unity in the nation after a tough campaign.
The time had come, he said, "to begin to heal our divisions."
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Muslim shopper harassed by woman; Smith's store staffers, bystanders
intervene
Copyright © 2016 Albuquerque JournalBY MAGGIE SHEPARDJOURNAL STAFF WRITER
Barney Lopez could hear the woman from across the Smith's grocery store aisles.
"You're a terrorist. Get out of here," the woman, wearing a baseball cap and sunglasses, screamed at a female
shopper wearing a hijab, a head covering worn by some Muslim women.
"I left my cart to see what was going on," Lopez said.
The woman in the cap was pointing at the woman in the hijab, yelling "every racist thing you could imagine to
say," store manager Andrew Castillo said Friday.
"Pretty quickly, people started shouting at the lady in the baseball cap to stop and leave her alone, that she (the woman
in the cap) was being the terrorist here and we don't want her here," Lopez said.
One shopper walked to the Muslim woman's side to support her.
Others called 911 and took pictures for evidence, if needed.
Employees at the store at Yale and Coal SE stepped in front of the screaming woman, who pushed so close to them
they could smell the alcohol on her breath.
"Usually, we get some people that are mentally ill and we have to get them out and they'll leave. But she was adamant
about getting her message across, but it wasn't a message any of us wanted to hear," Castillo said.
That sentiment and his actions, along with the shoppers' and employees' support of the woman, earned praise on Friday
from the Center for American-Islamic Relations civil rights group.
"Normally, we would issue a negative release calling for a hate crime probe, but because of the reaction of the store
staff, I think it was appropriate to thank the staff because it sounds like they went above and beyond what is called for
in these situations," said CAIR spokesman Ibrahim Hooper.
About five store employees walked the Muslim woman to her vehicle, making sure she wasn't targeted by the woman,
who had exited the store but remained in the parking lot area.
The raving woman finally walked away.
About five minutes later, Castillo said, police arrived and attempted to track down the woman.
Albuquerque police did not respond to a request for information on the incident.
Castillo said the Muslim woman returned to the store a few hours after the incident.
"After it was over, we (staffers) talked like, 'Did this really happen just now?'" Castillo said. "Everybody was shocked
and freaked out, so when the customer came back and thanked us all for what we did for her, we were really proud of
ourselves to make that kind of impact on somebody we didn't know."
Lopez said he'd like to see the woman in the cap get some help and an "education" that "treating people like that is not
OK" and that it damages people.
"It was kind of difficult to shop after that, because I was hypertensive about the situation that happened. I was walking
around the store like, 'What did I come here to get?' When I checked out at the register, (the cashier) was shocked and
(asked) 'What is the code for ice?' Everybody there was shaken by the incident."
While shaken, Lopez said the incident made him proud and hopeful.
"I think that it's a good example of what we should be doing in our lives when we see someone being hateful to a
person. We need to get in the way and speak out. Too often people turn a blind eye because it's not their business. But
this is a time when we have to look out for each other," Lopez said.
After the incident, Lopez posted a picture he took of the woman and a description of what happened to his Facebook
page.
Hundreds of people have responded to his post, overwhelmingly positive and supportive of the intervention.
However, a few of the posts turned negative - surprising Lopez with their intensity. They called him racist and accused
him of making up the story.
But Lopez said the incident, with so many different people coming together, gives him hope.
"This is the America I know. The America I know is many different faces, many different creeds and many different
people who work together," he said. "It's a reminder to be vigilant to create the community that you want to create."
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Proposal to soften Muslim prayer call draws ire
Daniel Estrin; The Associated Press
A proposal to make mosques reduce the loudspeaker volume of their call to prayer has sparked an uproar
among Israel's Muslims, underscoring their fraught relationship with the country's Jewish majority
FULL TEXT
JERUSALEM >> A proposal to make mosques reduce the loudspeaker volume of their call to prayer has sparked an
uproar among Israel's Muslims, underscoring their fraught relationship with the country's Jewish majority.
Supporters of the bill, including Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, have painted it as a matter of quality of life.
But it has deepened a sense among the Arab minority that it is being increasingly marginalized by his hard-line
government.
"The call to prayer came before the racists. The call to prayer will remain after the racists," said Ayman Odeh,
head of a joint list of Arab parties in parliament.
The bill, which received initial support from a committee of Israeli ministers this week, proposes to limit the
volume of public address systems of all houses of prayer in Israel.
But the bill's sponsor, a lawmaker from a nationalist Jewish religious party, made clear the target is mosque
loudspeakers, and it has been dubbed the "muezzin bill," referring to the man who delivers the call to prayer.
Devout Muslims pray five times a day, beginning around 5 a.m. In Israel, the call to prayer is often loud enough
to wake up residents in Jewish neighborhoods or towns who live in close proximity to Muslim communities.
"I cannot count the times, they are simply too numerous, that citizens have turned to me from all parts of
Israeli society, from all religions, with complaints about the noise," Netanyahu told his Cabinet this week.
"Israel is a country that respects freedom of religion for all faiths. Israel is also committed to defending those who
suffer from the loudness of the excessive noise of the announcements," he added.
But Palestinians and Arab citizens of Israel see the initiative as yet another affront by an increasingly hostile Israeli
society and leadership.
Arabs make up one fifth of Israel's citizenry, but they are generally poorer and less educated than Jews and
suffer from discrimination and substandard public services. Some politicians have questioned their loyalty to
the state.
On election day last year, Netanyahu galvanized his hawkish supporters by warning that "Arab voters are going in
droves to the polls." The comments drew accusations of racism, and Netanyahu later apologized.
Some detractors have said the bill is unnecessary, since Israel already has rules regulating excessive noise. Still, it has
garnered support from many secular liberals who normally are at odds with Netanyahu's conservative government.
Zvi Barel of the liberal Haaretz newspaper said he would support efforts to limit the place of religion in the Israeli
public sphere if the bill wasn't discriminatory.
"Israeli liberals, whether Jewish or Arab, can't support this excellent bill, because it is intended to harm Muslims," he
wrote in an op-ed.
A planned vote on Wednesday was blocked after ultra-Orthodox Jewish lawmakers raised concerns that it could also
affect the sirens that announce the start of the Jewish Sabbath and holidays in many communities.
"I think the whole law is unnecessary," Health Minister Yaakov Litzman told Israeli Army Radio Wednesday, adding
that he would support an amended bill that made an exception for Jewish sirens. A ministerial committee will revisit
the bill.
Netanyahu has claimed that many European cities and Muslim countries place limits on loudspeaker volume.
In Ireland, Muslims seeking to build mosques must agree that there will be no public call to prayer. Local
Muslim leaders have accepted the restriction, citing religious teachings on showing respect for neighbors, and
more than a dozen mosques have been built since 1996.
In Germany, only about 30 of the 160 official mosques have a call to prayer, according to the DPA news agency.
While residents often complain, authorities say it is covered by the right to religious freedom, though still
subject to general laws against making excessive noise.
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The nationalist Alternative for Germany and various far-right parties have tried to exploit the issue, so far to little
avail. Yet the party has done very well in local elections by campaigning against Islam and is surging as the country
heads into a major election year in 2017.
In Britain, local city and town councils mediate occasional disputes over early morning prayer calls. There is an online
petition in support of allowing areas with high Muslim populations to have "a loud call for prayer" at least three times
a day, but it has not yet generated the 100,000 electronic signatures required to put it before Parliament.
While France has no ban, French mosques don't sound public calls to prayer, apparently out of respect to the country's
secular traditions.
Likewise, very few mosques in the U.S. blast a call to prayer. Ibrahim Hooper of the Council on American-Islamic
Relations said most American mosques are not located in the heart of Muslim communities. "Even if they broadcast
it, the likelihood is that people are not close enough to hear it," he said.
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Populist Flair in France Lifts a Bid to Lead
By ADAM NOSSITER
CHASSIEU, France -- A patriotic sea of supporters, waving red, white and blue flags, greeted the newly ascendant
presidential hopeful François Fillon this week at a soulless conference center in this suburb of Lyon.
Mr. Fillon described radical Islam as a ''totalitarianism like the Nazis'' to the cheers of an enthusiastic crowd,
adding that France would need Russia's help to fight it. Catholics, Protestants and Jews ''don't denounce the
values of the Republic,'' he thundered -- unlike the faithful of a certain other religion.
''We've got to reduce immigration to its strict minimum,'' he said. ''Our country is not a sum of communities, it is an
identity!''
In a year when nativist politics have become the ticket to electoral victory, Mr. Fillon, 62, a dark-suited, stern-faced
former prime minister has managed to successfully ride the same nationalist and xenophobic currents as that have
pushed politicians in Britain and the United States to victory.
For months, Mr. Fillon polled third and even fourth among presidential contenders in France and was largely
dismissed. But his defense of French values and identity has suddenly made him the front-runner as France's rightcenter Republican Party prepares to vote Sunday in a runoff to choose its standard-bearer in the 2017 elections -- and
quite possibly the next president of France.
That strategy has not only vaulted Mr. Fillon to the front of the pack, surprising the French news media, pundits and
politicians. It has also has shifted the playing field for French conservatives far to the right, snug alongside the farright National Front, led by Marine Le Pen, who may be his strongest challenger next year.
The two are now competing for some of the same voters, but the xenophobic, anti-immigrant National Front is not
regarded as respectable by many middle-class French people, particularly Catholics.
Mr. Fillon, on the other hand, has positioned himself as a staunch defender of French values, vowing to restore
authority, honor the Roman Catholic Church and exert ''strict administrative control'' over Islam.
Such appeals were met with fervent cheers during his campaign rally here by supporters who agreed that French
identity and French values were under threat from both Islam and the secular left.
If those themes sound familiar to the ones that already shaped pivotal votes in Britain and the United States this year,
it is because they are. And Mr. Fillon, an unsmiling political veteran, has used them to remarkable effect in France to
change his political fortunes.
Few analysts give France's Socialists and their unpopular president, François Hollande, a strong chance in the spring.
But Mr. Fillon, with his dark-eyed frown, suggests a return to authority, and the rally crowd of about 5,000 here loved
it.
''He really respects French values, and that is very, very important to us,'' said Vincent Robert, a man in late middleage who said he was a retired artisan.
''There is uprightness and frankness,'' Mr. Robert said. ''And incredible enthusiasm for him in the middle class.''
His friend Bruno Perrin, a retired management consultant, was equally in thrall. ''It's his defense of values -Christianity, the family, our traditions -- that is what we like,'' he said.
Mr. Fillon's supporters say he is now the candidate best placed to bar Ms. Le Pen's path to victory.
Analysts, however, warn that Mr. Fillon's proposed austerity cure for France's economic stagnation -- cutting 500,000
Civil Service positions and 100 billion euros (about $105 billion) in spending -- could be just the thing to push
frightened voters into the arms of the National Front leader.
Still, parishioners at Paris's solidly bourgeois Sainte-Trinité church, a hulking 19th-century neo-Renaissance
monument that looms over a busy square, were in no doubt that Mr. Fillon was the one.
''He's got a sense of honesty and the family,'' said one churchgoer, Cécile Despointes, after midday Mass this week.
''A man of courage and perseverance.''
It is a surprising turnabout for Mr. Fillon, who just weeks ago was best known as the unsuccessful prime minister
from 2007-2012 of a failed French president, Nicolas Sarkozy, who mocked him behind his back.
''Courage, Fillon!'' Mr. Sarkozy would say derisively, Patrick Buisson, a far-right journalist and one-time adviser to
Mr. Sarkozy, wrote in his recent book ''The People's Cause.''
Then, Mr. Fillon trumped both Mr. Sarkozy -- humiliating him in Sunday's round of voting -- and the pollsters.
He came out on top in 87 of France's 101 départements, or districts, with 44 percent of the vote, 16 points ahead of
the rival he faces Sunday, another former prime minister, Alain Juppé. Mr. Fillon won in Paris and in rural France.
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Mr. Juppé's more moderate agenda -- fewer cuts in the Civil Service and public spending, less accommodation of
Russia, friendlier to gay couples -- attracted left-leaning voters, which in turn disturbed the right's traditional
electorate.
''It bothered me that so many people on the left voted for him,'' Michel Carron, a rural official who attended the rally
here, said of Mr. Juppé.
Mr. Fillon ''defends our values,'' he said. ''We're in a sort of despair, and he makes us live,'' Mr. Carron said, adding
that he knows National Front sympathizers who voted for him.
As in the United States, the pollsters had failed to detect a hidden yearning for the restoration of a mythical older
France, rural and dominated by the values of a conservative Roman Catholic Church.
''The media, television, they are out of phase with the population, which is fed up with being called xenophobic and
racist,'' said Ms. Despointes, after Mass outside Sainte-Trinité in Paris.
Mr. Fillon is not keen on social changes like same-sex marriage and chafes at being the ''vassal'' of America, as he
put it in his speech here. The crowd at the rally was almost all white.
''He'll help us to find our identity again,'' said Jacqueline Badoux, a retired teacher who attended the rally.
''In the fight against Islamic State, he will have the authority,'' said Ms. Badoux's husband, Bernard, also a retired
teacher, who approved mightily of Mr. Fillon's performance here.
The very qualities the mercurial big-city Mr. Sarkozy made fun of, according to Mr. Buisson -- Mr. Fillon's rural
origins and ponderousness, ''his legendary caution and his silences'' -- earned him favor with the crowd here.
''This country is the daughter of Christianity, as well as the Enlightenment,'' Mr. Fillon told the crowd outside Lyon.
''I will put the family back at the heart of all public policy.'' The crowd roared.
Catholics are gravitating toward him because ''for the essential values -- family, nation, identity -- Fillon incarnates
them with a certain tranquillity,'' said the Rev. Pierre-Hervé Grosjean, a Versailles priest who writes an influential
Catholic blog.
''There's a desire to break with the spirit of May '68 and go back to the values of family and education, to a France
that is not ashamed of its roots,'' said Father Grosjean, referring to a period when thousands of demonstrators took to
the streets protesting France's old-world order. For Catholics, ''he captures this alliance between conviction and
realism,'' he said.
At the rally, Mr. Fillon promised to bring back school uniforms, restore respect in schools and stand up to America.
Mr. Fillon is reminiscent of President-elect Donald J. Trump in a significant way: He is friendlier toward Russia and
its leader, Vladimir V. Putin.
Indeed, the French news media has detailed his numerous ties to Mr. Putin -- he has stayed at Mr. Putin's residence
at Sochi, according to the newspaper Le Monde, and played billiards with him.
He even received a bottle of wine from the Russian leader on the death of his mother, according to the newsmagazine
L'Express, which described Mr. Fillon as the French politician who ''appreciates'' Mr. Putin the most.
Such concerns, it appears, did little to damage Mr. Trump's candidacy in the United States. Similarly, they may be
just as easy to overlook for supporters of Mr. Fillon like Ms. Despointes.
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Letters to California mosques threaten genocide: 'pack your bags'
By Kimberly Veklerov
San Jose police initiated an investigation after a mosque in the city received a letter threatening that Presidentelect Donald Trump will "do to you Muslims what Hitler did to the Jews."
Leaders of two mosques in Southern California, the Long Beach Islamic Center and the Islamic Center of
Claremont, said Saturday they received the same letter. All of the messages were signed by "Americans for a
Better Way."
Authorities in San Jose were alerted to the letter Thursday night after the imam at the Evergreen Islamic
Center on Ruby Avenue found it in the mail. The letter called the recipients "children of Satan" and "vile and
filthy people."
Investigators are treating it as a "hate-motivated incident," said Sgt. Enrique Garcia, spokesman for the San Jose Police
Department.
"There's a new sheriff in town - President Donald Trump," the letter said. "He's going to cleanse America and
make it shine again. And, he's going to start with you Muslims."
"You Muslims would be wise to pack your bags," the note continued.
Faisal Yazadi, president of the mosque's board of directors, said he hoped the letter's sender would engage in a
conversation with their community.
"Our doors are never locked," he said. "I hope that person knows that we're more than happy to have a dialogue.
Hopefully, we learn a thing or two from him or her, and he or she learns something from us."
Despite never having previously dealt with such an incident at the mosque, Yazadi said the outpouring of support
from Police Chief Eddie Garcia, city officials, neighbors, a Catholic bishop and the NAACP made him feel unfazed
by the hateful letter.
"Without their support I don't think I'd be talking to you so strongly now," he said.
But Tarek Mohamed, chairman of the Long Beach mosque, said the situation warranted the involvement of the FBI.
He said the letter sender "probably isn't stable" but "we don't want to leave anything to chances."
"The local police is limited by the city," Mohamed said. "If we have mosques being threatened across the state, it's
not a local thing. We need some higher authority to investigate."
Police in Signal Hill, where the Long Beach mosque is located, didn't immediately respond to requests for comment.
Officials at the Pomona Police Department said Saturday they hadn't received a report about the letter sent to the
Claremont mosque.
The anti-Muslim message comes amid a local and national rise in hate crimes. In San Francisco, police have seen a
10 percent increase in crimes motivated by racism, sexism and other prejudices. After the election, California attorney
general and incoming U.S. Sen. Kamala Harris sent a bulletin to police agencies outlining laws surrounding hate
crimes because of the statewide uptick.
Zahra Billoo, executive director of the Bay Area chapter of the Council on American-Islamic Relations, said Trump's
campaign promises and rhetoric made some of his supporters feel validated in their Islamophobic views. Billoo said
she was grateful for the fast police response in San Jose over the holiday weekend and that the letter was "just words,"
rather than violence.
"In some ways it's a threat from the individual," she said. "But in other ways it attempts to threaten the community
through the power of the presidency."

105

San Bernardino Sun (California)
November 26, 2016

Proposal to soften Muslim prayer call draws ire
Daniel Estrin; The Associated Press
A proposal to make mosques reduce the loudspeaker volume of their call to prayer has sparked an uproar among
Israel's Muslims, underscoring their fraught relationship with the country's Jewish majority
FULL TEXT
JERUSALEM >> A proposal to make mosques reduce the loudspeaker volume of their call to prayer has
sparked an uproar among Israel's Muslims, underscoring their fraught relationship with the country's Jewish
majority.
Supporters of the bill, including Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, have painted it as a matter of quality of
life. But it has deepened a sense among the Arab minority that it is being increasingly marginalized by his hardline government.
"The call to prayer came before the racists. The call to prayer will remain after the racists," said Ayman Odeh,
head of a joint list of Arab parties in parliament.
The bill, which received initial support from a committee of Israeli ministers this week, proposes to limit the
volume of public address systems of all houses of prayer in Israel.
But the bill's sponsor, a lawmaker from a nationalist Jewish religious party, made clear the target is mosque
loudspeakers, and it has been dubbed the "muezzin bill," referring to the man who delivers the call to prayer.
Devout Muslims pray five times a day, beginning around 5 a.m. In Israel, the call to prayer is often loud enough
to wake up residents in Jewish neighborhoods or towns who live in close proximity to Muslim communities.
"I cannot count the times, they are simply too numerous, that citizens have turned to me from all parts of Israeli
society, from all religions, with complaints about the noise," Netanyahu told his Cabinet this week.
"Israel is a country that respects freedom of religion for all faiths. Israel is also committed to defending those who
suffer from the loudness of the excessive noise of the announcements," he added.
But Palestinians and Arab citizens of Israel see the initiative as yet another affront by an increasingly hostile Israeli
society and leadership.
Arabs make up one fifth of Israel's citizenry, but they are generally poorer and less educated than Jews and suffer from
discrimination and substandard public services. Some politicians have questioned their loyalty to the state.
On election day last year, Netanyahu galvanized his hawkish supporters by warning that "Arab voters are going in
droves to the polls." The comments drew accusations of racism, and Netanyahu later apologized.
Some detractors have said the bill is unnecessary, since Israel already has rules regulating excessive noise. Still, it has
garnered support from many secular liberals who normally are at odds with Netanyahu's conservative government.
Zvi Barel of the liberal Haaretz newspaper said he would support efforts to limit the place of religion in the Israeli
public sphere if the bill wasn't discriminatory.
"Israeli liberals, whether Jewish or Arab, can't support this excellent bill, because it is intended to harm Muslims," he
wrote in an op-ed.
A planned vote on Wednesday was blocked after ultra-Orthodox Jewish lawmakers raised concerns that it could also
affect the sirens that announce the start of the Jewish Sabbath and holidays in many communities.
"I think the whole law is unnecessary," Health Minister Yaakov Litzman told Israeli Army Radio Wednesday, adding
that he would support an amended bill that made an exception for Jewish sirens. A ministerial committee will revisit
the bill.
Netanyahu has claimed that many European cities and Muslim countries place limits on loudspeaker volume.
In Ireland, Muslims seeking to build mosques must agree that there will be no public call to prayer. Local Muslim
leaders have accepted the restriction, citing religious teachings on showing respect for neighbors, and more than a
dozen mosques have been built since 1996.
In Germany, only about 30 of the 160 official mosques have a call to prayer, according to the DPA news agency.
While residents often complain, authorities say it is covered by the right to religious freedom, though still
subject to general laws against making excessive noise.
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The nationalist Alternative for Germany and various far-right parties have tried to exploit the issue, so far to little
avail. Yet the party has done very well in local elections by campaigning against Islam and is surging as the country
heads into a major election year in 2017.
In Britain, local city and town councils mediate occasional disputes over early morning prayer calls. There is
an online petition in support of allowing areas with high Muslim populations to have "a loud call for prayer"
at least three times a day, but it has not yet generated the 100,000 electronic signatures required to put it before
Parliament.
While France has no ban, French mosques don't sound public calls to prayer, apparently out of respect to the country's
secular traditions.
Likewise, very few mosques in the U.S. blast a call to prayer. Ibrahim Hooper of the Council on AmericanIslamic Relations said most American mosques are not located in the heart of Muslim communities. "Even if
they broadcast it, the likelihood is that people are not close enough to hear it," he said.
Dawud Walid, director of CAIR's Michigan chapter, said the call to prayer rings out from some mosques in Detroit
and the suburbs of Hamtramck and Dearborn, all with large Muslim populations. In a 1979 decision, a Detroit judge
ruled a mosque had a constitutional right to broadcast its prayer call.
Loud calls to prayer are ubiquitous across the Middle East.
Pakistan bans its Ahmadiyya community, who are reviled by mainstream Muslims as heretics, from broadcasting the
call to prayer. It also prevents religious leaders from blaring their sermons, fearing incitement.
Egypt has attempted to install a system where mosques would use a simultaneous, recorded call to prayer. But the
proposal has struggled to get off the ground. Officials say the Ministry of Religious Endowments, which looks after
mosques, is negotiating the purchase of equipment for the plan.
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Kind Jersey neighbors offer Muslims support against bias
By, Hannan Adely
James Sues, leader of a Muslim civil rights group in New Jersey, received nearly 20 emails in the week after Donald
Trump's election, each asking: How can I help?
The letters came from a grant writer, a lawyer and an office worker - Muslims and non-Muslims - who wanted
to show their support in a week when Muslim Americans saw reports about a rise in hate crimes, about a
possible registration for people of their faith and about people being considered for top positions in the Trump
administration who have railed against Islam.
As Muslim Americans ponder the consequences of a Trump presidency, they're finding momentum within their
communities to organize and protect their rights. They're also getting an outpouring of support from other
groups, including neighbors, clergy and Jewish leaders who recall a dark time when they were singled out.
"People have come to us, laypeople, who have said, 'I'm Jewish, I'm Christian, I'm atheist. If there's anything
I can do to help, let me know,'" said Sues, executive director of the Council on American-Islamic Relations-NJ.
At first, many Muslims questioned whether Trump would carry out promises for proposals such as banning
Muslim immigration or asking them to register with the government as a faith group, Sues said.
They grew even more concerned amid news reports that high-level appointees would include retired Lt. Gen.
Michael Flynn, who has called Islam a cancer, and Stephen Bannon, a man who ran a media outlet seen as a
platform for anti-Muslim commentary. Meanwhile, Kansas Secretary of State Kris Kobach, a Trump adviser,
said he was drafting a proposal for a Muslim registry program that Trump talked about in his campaign.
Since the election, Sues and other advocates have been invited to speak at mosques and banquet halls for hurriedly
arranged meetings as Muslim Americans seek places to voice their concerns and to figure out their next step.
Gatherings are happening in Paterson, Teaneck, Hackensack, Edison and other cities and towns across the state.
Momentum building
At a late-night meeting Saturday in Hackensack, a group of Muslim leaders talked about getting people involved in
local politics and in their communities as a way to fight anti-Muslim bias.
Mohamed Khairullah, mayor of Prospect Park, who was at the meeting, said he tells people at each post-election
gathering, "You need to be engaged, you need to be involved, you need not to be fearful but rather be proud of who
you are. You have the same rights as anyone else."
Yassine Elkaryani, a community activist who called the meeting in Hackensack, tells people to have trust in American
institutions and not to fear. "Whether there are extreme or right-wing candidates being appointed now, I think America
is greater than this," said Elkaryani, who is from Teaneck.
But it's a hard message for those alarmed by a rise in hate crimes. Last week, the FBI released data showing that hate
crimes against Muslims rose 67 percent last year, and new incidents are popping up all over the United States,
including in New Jersey.
Last month, South Brunswick school board candidate Azra Baig had her campaign signs defaced with graffiti calling
her an "ISIS sympathizer" and a "rag head." Also in October, a Bayonne Islamic center was sprayed with curses and
anti-Muslim slurs, along with the words "Donald Trump."
"I feel like I'm not recognized as an American, I'm recognized as just a Muslim," said Samia Sheikh, a Rutgers student
from Secaucus. "And it also scares me because that is what happened in Germany with the Nazis and them making all
Jewish residents register, and I feel that's just the beginning of something that would become bigger against Muslims."
Reem Salam, 34, of Paterson said Trump was casting suspicion on Muslims - something she feared would influence
Americans. She said she felt nervous walking at the mall in her hijab, a Muslim headscarf, in the days after the election.
"I felt like everyone's eyes were on me," she said.
Muslim Americans say that amid the national scrutiny on them, they are encouraged by the support they're getting
from different groups of people and from neighbors.
Layla Abbassi, a teacher who lives in Clifton, said that after the election, a relative got a gift basket from a neighbor,
who wanted her to know she stood with her and other Muslims. She said she feels that Muslims are supported and
included in New Jersey.
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Suburbs bucking hate crime trends Crime: Elgin police unhappy about
chasing fake tip
The FBI released some disturbing data last week about the rise in hate crimes reported in the country, and
particularly the sharp increase in hate crimes against Muslims.
According to the report, 5,850 hate crimes were reported last year, up nearly 7 percent from 5,479 in 2014. Of
those, 257 were against Muslims, a 67 percent hike from 2014.
Illinois, and the suburbs in particular, are bucking the trend. Hate crime reports in the state fell from 109 in
2014 to 90 last year. There were 105 reported in 2013.
In the communities the Daily Herald covers, 11 hate crimes were reported in 2015, down from the 16 reported
the previous 12 months.
Where they're occurring
No one suburb had more than a single reported hate crime in 2015. That wasn't the case in 2014, when Aurora
saw four of the 16 in the Daily Herald suburbs.
Aurora Police Chief Kristen Ziman said in an email there can be an ebb and flow to crime patterns that cannot be
explained, and the fact Illinois is seeing hate crime reports decline while they're up nationwide is "a head-scratcher."
"With hate crimes, I believe the community sets the tone for the behaviors that are tolerated. I have to believe (and it's
just a belief) that the zero-tolerance message we send out about hatred and intolerance is causal for there being such
low incidents," she said.
Ziman said she hesitates to celebrate too quickly because many hate crimes go unreported.
Addison, Grayslake and
Schaumburg also took reports of hate crimes in 2014 and 2015. St. Charles had two in 2013 and none in the past two
years.
Of the 11 suburban hate crimes reported last year, seven were motivated by race or ethnicity.
Two others were motivated by religion, while one was based on sexual orientation and another on gender identity.
Facebook fake
Emotions ran high in the days after the election of Donald Trump as president. And that may have been a factor in a
Facebook post that led Elgin police on an investigation that turned out to be a big waste of valuable resources.
Because, as it turns out, the post simply wasn't true.
A crime analyst for the department who routinely monitors social media spotted a post on an Elgin-related Facebook
site from a woman claiming she saw Trump supporters beating a Latino resident, hurling racial epithets and telling
the victim to "go back to Mexico."
Elgin police spent at least eight hours trying to verify the allegations, Cmdr. Allen Young told us.
Finally, the woman who made the post admitted she hadn't actually seen such an incident but claimed she heard about
it from friends or her children. She wouldn't let police talk to the kids, Young said.
Chief Jeff Swoboda was none too happy about it and let loose on the department's Facebook page.
"Elgin PD has now wasted the time of multiple officers and detectives as they investigated 'facts' surrounding the
post," he wrote. "Please remember -- sometimes people have their own agendas for publishing extremes and
misinformation. We see it daily and we trust that the community will not buy into exaggerated claims of how 'bad'
Elgin is."One more year, More bad news for Arlington Heights attorney and former McHenry County Board member
Bob Bless. The Illinois Supreme Court this week tacked a fourth year onto an earlier three-year suspension of Bless'
law license.
The court found Bless continued to work as an attorney and county board member from 2008 to 2010, while he was
collecting disability pay for an injury he suffered while employed as a Cook County sheriff's deputy.
Last March, the Supreme Court suspended Bless' license after determining he had an improper intimate relationship
with a young widow he was representing in a lawsuit stemming from her husband's death in a workplace accident.
Bless, according to the court's findings, also borrowed $200,000 from her -- which he used to help fund his McHenry
County Board campaign and buy a BMW convertible -- and encouraged her to lie about their relationship at her
deposition in the case.
Lifetime of achievement
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In his 21 years with the Lake County sheriff's office, Deputy Robert Skrypek has just about done it all -- court security,
patrol, investigations, warrants, cyber crimes, tactical response and, now, field training officer.
If that sounds to you like a lifetime of achievement, you'd be right. And the Chicago Crime Commission agrees.
The commission this month gave Skrypek its annual Lifetime of Service for work that's ranged from tracking down
deadbeat parents and child pornographers to apprehending violent offenders and saving lives.
Skrypek accepted the award the same night the commission honored colleague Deputy Craig Sommerville and the
department police dog Diesel with its Paws of Distinction Award.
"I couldn't be more proud of how Deputy Skrypek, Deputy Sommerville, and Canine Diesel represent the Lake County
sheriff's office," Sheriff Mark Curran said.
Patience, please
If you have to deal with the Kane County circuit court clerk's office next week, be kind and be patient.
They will be wrapping up conversion to a new case-management system, replacing a much-maligned 16-year-old
system. New case information generated next week won't be available on the clerk's website until after Dec.
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Muslims seek to address Islamophobia
By, Mark Hicks
During the Islamic Organization of North America's annual convention last year, experts identified what they
consider the most pressing challenges for the Muslim community in Metro Detroit and elsewhere.
Among those ranking highest were drugs, mental health and atheism. But since then, another issue Islamophobia - has become more problematic in the wake of an acrimonious presidential election and
increasing alleged hate crimes against Muslims nationwide.
The environment is now so tense, some attendees to IONA's 12th gathering this weekend in downtown Detroit
wonder whether their children should wear traditional garb for fear of attracting unwanted attention.
"The rhetoric is bordering on hate-mongering. It is breeding hate in a subtle way," said Azer Colakovic,
secretary general for the group. "People feel it. People are worried."
Addressing those concerns, and finding possible solutions, mark the nonprofit religious group's "Living the Faith: The
Struggle Continues - Confronting Challenges, Identifying Solutions," which runs Friday through Sunday at Cobo
Center.
The convention, open to the public, features lectures and workshops headed by imams and educators as well as
interfaith leaders tackling topics including Islamic family law, empowerment and youth advancement.
"We envision IONACON to be a living convention," Imam and IONA President Steve Elturk said in a message to
attendees. "Through the collective efforts of imams, experts, parents, educators, counselors, mentors among other
professionals, we will, by the Grace of Allah (SWT), be able to help heal our community from its social ills."
As many as 1,000 guests are expected to attend the gathering for IONA, which is based in Warren and has chapters
across the country and in Canada, Colakovic said.
The event is designed to serve as a springboard for action in the community, Colakovic said. "Throughout the year we
will be working on issues, identifying individuals who can work on specific challenges."
Among the timely highlights: "Post Election Session: In Solidarity for Safeguarding Our Constitutional Rights for
All" led Saturday by attorney Shereef Akeel, Judge Adam Shakoor, activist Marifer Calleja and professor Paul
Hammer. And on Sunday, a workshop called "Combating Islamophobia" is scheduled to include speakers such as
Robert Bruttell, board chairman for the InterFaith Leadership Council of Metropolitan Detroit, and Steve Spreitzer,
president/CEO at the Michigan Roundtable for Diversity & Inclusion.
Discrimination and targeting of Muslims has been highlighted in recent weeks following Donald Trump's unexpected
victory in the presidential election. His positions on issues such as Muslim immigration prompted protests in Metro
Detroit as well as nationwide.
Meanwhile, the Council on American-Islamic Relations has noted a spike in incidents targeting American Muslims
and other minority groups since Nov. 8, and Southern Poverty Law Center also found rising reports of harassment.
Gathering with other Muslims at the convention can boost learning ways to combat hate, said Amanda Jaczkowski,
24, a nonprofit worker from Ferndale. "It really just helps ground you in basic knowledge that will make you more
comfortable when people are trying to explain to you that your religion is wrong - just to be able to respond to that
respectfully and based fundamentally in Islam instead of based on emotions," she said.
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Proposal to soften Muslim prayer call draws ire
Daniel Estrin; The Associated Press
ABSTRACT
A proposal to make mosques reduce the loudspeaker volume of their call to prayer has sparked an uproar
among Israel's Muslims, underscoring their fraught relationship with the country's Jewish majority
FULL TEXT
JERUSALEM >> A proposal to make mosques reduce the loudspeaker volume of their call to prayer has
sparked an uproar among Israel's Muslims, underscoring their fraught relationship with the country's Jewish
majority.
Supporters of the bill, including Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, have painted it as a matter of quality of
life. But it has deepened a sense among the Arab minority that it is being increasingly marginalized by his hardline government.
"The call to prayer came before the racists. The call to prayer will remain after the racists," said Ayman Odeh,
head of a joint list of Arab parties in parliament.
The bill, which received initial support from a committee of Israeli ministers this week, proposes to limit the
volume of public address systems of all houses of prayer in Israel.
But the bill's sponsor, a lawmaker from a nationalist Jewish religious party, made clear the target is mosque
loudspeakers, and it has been dubbed the "muezzin bill," referring to the man who delivers the call to prayer.
Devout Muslims pray five times a day, beginning around 5 a.m. In Israel, the call to prayer is often loud enough
to wake up residents in Jewish neighborhoods or towns who live in close proximity to Muslim communities.
"I cannot count the times, they are simply too numerous, that citizens have turned to me from all parts of Israeli
society, from all religions, with complaints about the noise," Netanyahu told his Cabinet this week.
"Israel is a country that respects freedom of religion for all faiths. Israel is also committed to defending those who
suffer from the loudness of the excessive noise of the announcements," he added.
But Palestinians and Arab citizens of Israel see the initiative as yet another affront by an increasingly hostile Israeli
society and leadership.
Arabs make up one fifth of Israel's citizenry, but they are generally poorer and less educated than Jews and suffer from
discrimination and substandard public services. Some politicians have questioned their loyalty to the state.
On election day last year, Netanyahu galvanized his hawkish supporters by warning that "Arab voters are going in
droves to the polls." The comments drew accusations of racism, and Netanyahu later apologized.
Some detractors have said the bill is unnecessary, since Israel already has rules regulating excessive noise. Still, it has
garnered support from many secular liberals who normally are at odds with Netanyahu's conservative government.
Zvi Barel of the liberal Haaretz newspaper said he would support efforts to limit the place of religion in the Israeli
public sphere if the bill wasn't discriminatory.
"Israeli liberals, whether Jewish or Arab, can't support this excellent bill, because it is intended to harm Muslims," he
wrote in an op-ed.
A planned vote on Wednesday was blocked after ultra-Orthodox Jewish lawmakers raised concerns that it could also
affect the sirens that announce the start of the Jewish Sabbath and holidays in many communities.
"I think the whole law is unnecessary," Health Minister Yaakov Litzman told Israeli Army Radio Wednesday, adding
that he would support an amended bill that made an exception for Jewish sirens. A ministerial committee will revisit
the bill.
Netanyahu has claimed that many European cities and Muslim countries place limits on loudspeaker volume.
In Ireland, Muslims seeking to build mosques must agree that there will be no public call to prayer. Local
Muslim leaders have accepted the restriction, citing religious teachings on showing respect for neighbors, and
more than a dozen mosques have been built since 1996.
In Germany, only about 30 of the 160 official mosques have a call to prayer, according to the DPA news agency.
While residents often complain, authorities say it is covered by the right to religious freedom, though still
subject to general laws against making excessive noise.
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The nationalist Alternative for Germany and various far-right parties have tried to exploit the issue, so far to little
avail. Yet the party has done very well in local elections by campaigning against Islam and is surging as the country
heads into a major election year in 2017.
In Britain, local city and town councils mediate occasional disputes over early morning prayer calls. There is an online
petition in support of allowing areas with high Muslim populations to have "a loud call for prayer" at least three times
a day, but it has not yet generated the 100,000 electronic signatures required to put it before Parliament.
While France has no ban, French mosques don't sound public calls to prayer, apparently out of respect to the country's
secular traditions.
Likewise, very few mosques in the U.S. blast a call to prayer. Ibrahim Hooper of the Council on American-Islamic
Relations said most American mosques are not located in the heart of Muslim communities. "Even if they broadcast
it, the likelihood is that people are not close enough to hear it," he said.
Dawud Walid, director of CAIR's Michigan chapter, said the call to prayer rings out from some mosques in Detroit
and the suburbs of Hamtramck and Dearborn, all with large Muslim populations. In a 1979 decision, a Detroit judge
ruled a mosque had a constitutional right to broadcast its prayer call.
Loud calls to prayer are ubiquitous across the Middle East.
Pakistan bans its Ahmadiyya community, who are reviled by mainstream Muslims as heretics, from broadcasting the
call to prayer. It also prevents religious leaders from blaring their sermons, fearing incitement.
Egypt has attempted to install a system where mosques would use a simultaneous, recorded call to prayer. But the
proposal has struggled to get off the ground. Officials say the Ministry of Religious Endowments, which looks after
mosques, is negotiating the purchase of equipment for the plan.
Associated Press reporters Shawn Pogatchnik in Dublin, Kathy Gannon in Islamabad, Gregory Katz in London, Sylvie
Corbet in Paris, Frank Jordans in Berlin, Jeff Karoub in Detroit, and Hamza Hendawi and Mariam Fam in Cairo
contributed.
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America faces a time for racial healing
Marc H. Morial
As far back as June of last year, the National Urban League called upon all presidential candidates to refrain from
using racially divisive and disparaging language in their campaigns.
In the ensuing months, we heard an unprecedented call to ban all Muslims from the nation, even United States
citizens. That call was followed by more than two dozen anti-Muslim attacks in the United States, ranging from
a cabdriver shot in Pittsburgh to the deliberate torching of a Somali restaurant in Grand Forks. N.D. The
owner of a food market in Queens was beaten by a customer who vowed to "kill Muslims."
The level of vitriol against immigrants and racial and ethnic minorities was amped so high during the campaign that
the Southern Poverty Law Center, which tracks hate groups, coined the term 'The Trump Effect' to describe the
alarming level of fear and anxiety among children of color over racial tensions and their fears of being deported.
According to an SPLC survey of teachers:
More than two-thirds of the teachers reported that students, mainly immigrants, children of immigrants, and Muslimshave expressed concerns or fears about what might happen to them or their families after the election.
More than half have seen an increase in uncivil political discourse.
More than one-third have observed an increase in anti-Muslim or anti-immigrant sentiment.
More than 40% were hesitant to teach about the election.
Other children have been using the word 'Trump' as a taunt or as a chant as they gang up on others.
Over two-thirds (67%) of educators reported that young people in their schools-most often immigrants, children of
immigrants, Muslims, African Americans and other students of color had expressed concern about what might happen
to them or their families after the election. Close to one-third of the students in American classrooms are children of
foreign-born parents. This year, they are scared, stressed and in need of reassurance and support from teachers. Muslim
children are harassed and worried. Even native-born African American children, whose families arrived here before
the American Revolution, ask about being sent back to Africa. Others, especially younger students, have worries
which are the stuff of nightmares, like a return to slavery or being rounded up and put into camps. Overall, these
vulnerable students are disillusioned and depressed at the hatred they're hearing from candidates, in the news, from
classmates and even, sometimes, from trusted adults.
As we have said throughout this campaign, religious and racial bigotry are not core American values. In fact, such
bigotry is more than unpatriotic. It threatens our national security.
So, where do we go from here?
We are hopeful now that the heat of the campaign begins to cool, our president-elect and his supporters will adopt a
more sober approach to issues of racial justice. He has called for the country to unite, and we will take him at his word.
Our duty as citizens is to hold him to his word. We have the power to define patriotism in the 21st Century, and there's
no room in that definition for bigotry. Some have mused that this campaign has served as a poultice of sorts, drawing
the poisons of hate and intolerance to the surface. This is our opportunity to cleanse them away.
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Trump's Proposed Muslim Registry Echoes Bush-Era Program
Ari Shapiro, SHOW: All Things Considered 08:00 PM EST
ARI SHAPIRO: During the presidential campaign, Donald Trump suggested that he might favor creating a
database for Muslims who enter the United States. At other times, he has called for extreme vetting for people
from terror-prone countries. The U.S. government actually once had a system that could serve as a model for this.
After 9/11, the Bush administration established a registry called NSEERS. That stands for the National Security EntryExit Registration System. We're going to talk now with someone who has studied NSEERS. Muzaffar Chishti directs
the Migration Policy Institute's office at NYU School of Law. That's an independent non-partisan think tank that
studies migration. Welcome to the program.
MUZAFFAR CHISHTI: Thank you so much for having me. ARI SHAPIRO: Who had to register under this program?
MUZAFFAR CHISHTI: Initially, it was confined to about five countries. It was Syria, Sudan, Iraq, Iran and Libya. It
ultimately expanded to about 25 countries. Almost all of them were Muslim majority countries except for North Korea.
So it was confined for nonimmigrants, which is noncitizens of the United States from those countries who are coming
for temporary stay. If they entered at our ports of entry, they would be registered, interviewed, photographed,
fingerprinted at special counters. And then they had to, within 30 days of the arrival, register at a local immigration
office and then do it every year. ARI SHAPIRO: When you say nonimmigrant, do you mean tourists, students? What
do you mean by nonimmigrants? MUZAFFAR CHISHTI: It could be anyone who came to the U.S. on a temporary
visa, you know, short-term tourist visa to long-term professor teaching at a university or someone working at a
multinational corporation.
ARI SHAPIRO: Some 80,000 people were registered under this program, is that right? All of them males, age 16 and
up. MUZAFFAR CHISHTI: That's right. The total number who came in was about 83,000.
ARI SHAPIRO: A report from Penn State law school's Rights Working Group says 13,000 people were put into
removal proceedings under this program. What were those proceedings for?
MUZAFFAR CHISHTI: So when people came in for their interview, they were then screened for their immigration
issues and immigration history. If any of them had violated any provision of the law, they were placed in removal
proceedings. ARI SHAPIRO: Was anyone removed for terrorism offenses under this program?
MUZAFFAR CHISHTI: Well, you know, the - one of the problems of the NSEERS program is that they lacked
transparency, so we don't really know. The government never released any numbers or information on that account.
There was a New York Times story at that time which concluded about 11 people were found to be of interest to the
government but not knowing what that meant in terms of what kind of information we had on those people and what
level of terrorist activity they were involved in.
ARI SHAPIRO: So given the limited information that we have, how do you weigh the relative costs and benefits of
the program? MUZAFFAR CHISHTI: Well, I mean, there was an Office of Inspector General of the DHS which, in
2012, did an extensive report and found that this was largely ineffective, both in terms of the nature of the database,
which was really not very credible, and the yields in terms of national security interest. And it cost about $10 million
a year. And the inspector general's conclusion was that it would have been better to spend that money on real targets
based on real information about security threats as against broadly interrogating people just on the basis of their
national origin. ARI SHAPIRO: One of the people who helped implement this program in the Bush Justice
Department, Kris Kobach, is now advising the Trump transition team on immigration issues. He was actually
photographed with Trump this week holding a document that called for reintroducing the program. How do you think
a 2017 version of this program might look different from what we saw during the Bush years?
MUZAFFAR CHISHTI: The issue with reinstation (ph) of this program is that how does one create a Muslim registry
if that's the intent of the administration? Because we have no way of knowing, even if we want to, who is a Muslim
and who's not a Muslim. The best proxies we can make are people born in certain countries of the world or, as the
president-elect during the campaign pointed out, that we are looking at countries which are prone to terrorism.
And today, you will say this is ISIS' presence, but ISIS is now, in one form of the present, in a lot more countries of
the world, including many countries in Europe. So how do you have a registry program which includes all those
countries? One of the justification for that choice would be - could be really determined by the administration and,
frankly, they would have a lot of leeway in deciding what the group is.
ARI SHAPIRO: Muzaffar Chishti directs the Migration Policy Institute's office at NYU School of Law. Thank you
for joining us.
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Do Not Be Complacent In The Face Of Hate
Marc Morial
ABSTRACT
According to the Southern Poverty Law Center, which has been keeping a running tally of these crimes through
"Hatewatch," there have been more than 400 incidents of hate, harassment and intimidation following the election.
FULL TEXT
"A house divided against itself cannot stand. " - President Abraham Lincoln, "House Divided" Speech, June 16, 1858
The day after Trump was elected the 45th president of the United States of America, a group of middle school students
in Royal Oak, Michigan chanted, "build the wall" in their school cafeteria during lunchtime-a core Trump campaign
slogan and promise to secure our nation's border with Mexico. On November 9, Minnesota high school officials
discovered racist graffiti and Trump rhetoric scrawled in a boy's bathroom. The graffiti included #Gobacktoafrica,
#Whitesonly and the Trump campaign's rallying cry to "Make America Great Again." Only a day after Trump became
our country's Presidentelect, a woman in New York City, who was wearing a hijab, was told by a man on the
subway, "Your time is up, girlie." The President-elect's campaign was no stranger to stirring anti-Muslim
sentiment. As a candidate, Trump repeatedly called for a complete ban on Muslims entering the United States.
When confronted with reports of these hate crimes and harassment during an interview on "60 Minutes," Trump said,
"I am so saddened to hear that," adding, ' 'And I say, stop it. If it, if it helps, I will say this and I will say right to the
cameras: Stop it." If only it were that easy, President-elect Trump.
What candidate Trump willfully disregarded, and would not denounce, during his quest for the White House, President
Trump will soon have to grapple with in our freshly divided nation: you cannot court those mired in racist, misogynist
or homophobic ideology-tacitly endorse and legitimize hate-then expect to put the deplorables back in the basket.
Since Election Day, there has been a disheartening spike in hate crimes and harassment. The surge in hate crimes is
even more horrifying when you recognize that these acts of violence and hate are being done in the name of the
President-elect, and by individuals invoking his campaign's divisive rhetoric. According to the Southern Poverty Law
Center, which has been keeping a running tally of these crimes through "Hatewatch," there have been more than 400
incidents of hate, harassment and intimidation following the election. The reports were collected from social media,
news reports and from direct submissions to the SPLC's #ReportHate page. We must report these crimes and hateful
incidents. Help SPLC monitor these incidents to create the database and evidence that bears out our worst fear: that
while America might feel great again for some, it has become appallingly unsafe for others.
Be sure to report hate crimes to your local authorities first. You can also file complaints with the U.S. Department of
Justice Civil Rights Division online or contact the agency at (202) 514-4609. The post-Election Day uptick in hate
crimes has pushed some states to take matters into their own hands. In New York, the city's district attorneys released
a joint statement indicating that bias crimes have become more commonplace since Election Day, and in response, the
state has launched a hotline to report potential hate crimes with the Division of Human Rights.
But in the midst of our division, our nation always gives me reason to hope. Recently, a Baylor University sophomore
was walking to her class when she says another student, "sort of shoved me off the sidewalk and he said...no n____s
allowed on the sidewalk. Another student saw the incident and confronted the attacker, who responded that he was
"just trying to make America great again." Two days later, 300 schoolmates, teachers and school administrators walked
that sophomore to class to keep her safe.
As our nation awaits the transition to a Trump administration, we must not become complacent in the face of hate.
We must report it, remain vigilant, and like the people at Baylor University, become our brother's keeper. If Trump is
going to be the president for all Americans he promised to be in his acceptance speech, he must to more than ask those
emboldened by his rhetoric to stop acting on his words-he needs to unequivocally denounce these crimes and acts of
hate.
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Children of Abraham; Bridging differences
The Nov. 16 gettogether was for Children of Abraham
Ten members of the Islamic Society of Greater Springfield, Westminster Presbyterian Church and Grace United
Methodist Church organize it.
Jabbar, one of the organizers, came up with idea of an interfaith children's group with her two youngsters in mind.
"I thought it was really important for the Muslim kids to go to other places of worship and see that it's not just
OK, but it's something honorable for you to be able to do that," Jabbar said. "You're showing the other person
respect by doing this. That's what we all want to be, we all want to be respected."
Though planning for the children's group began in the summer, organizers from all the religious groups say it's become
more relevant and important in the midst of increased Islamophobia and other hate crimes after the election.
"In the midst of all this divisiveness, in a country that in so many ways has fears and anxiety about difference and
people they do not know, it is all the more important to get to know each other and to acknowledge and celebrate our
difference and all the gifts that we each bring," said the Rev. Hannah Dreitcer, who helped organize Children of
Abraham and is associate pastor for family ministry at Westminster Presbyterian.
Getting to know you
Westminster Presbyterian Church hosted the first Children of Abraham event in September.
Ayesha Ahmad brought her 12-year-old daughter, Miriam. They are members of the mosque, and she said it was an
enriching experience for her and her daughter, who commented on how beautiful the church was.
"It was very peaceful, knowing that there are people in the community that are as welcoming as we are," Ahmad said.
"And just getting to know each other is special."
Building friendships across faiths is the goal, said Dreitcer. She planned some get-to-know-you games and a tour of
the historic church on Walnut Street.
Dreitcer and Jabbar have worked together on interfaith initiatives before. Dreitcer brought about a dozen teenagers
from Westminster Presbyterian to visit the mosque last fall for a conversation on faith with Jabbar and teenagers from
the Islamic Society.
The conversation was awkward at first, and they spent much of the meeting getting the young people comfortable
enough to ask questions and speak freely.
"They're at that age where they're a little hesitant to come out of their shell," Jabbar said. "Once they all found common
ground and came out of their shells a little bit, they were able to talk to each other more."
Dreitcer said they realized that building relationships and learning how to find those commonalities had to start at a
younger age. That was part of the push to start Children of Abraham.
"So that we are raising children in each of our communities that know that they're welcome in the other community,
that they have friends in the other community," Dreitcer said. "So it's not frightening to think of going to the mosque
or going to the church, but that it's a familiar place, with familiar faces and people they know."
'We're all the same'
At Children of Abraham events, they don't try to teach about specific religious traditions or the differences between
the faiths. Rather, it's an opportunity for the kids to play and laugh together and make friends, Jabbar said.
With two dozen moms from the Islamic Society, she led games and a service project on the theme of sharing for the
group's second meeting.
"I like the games where we get to know each other because I like meeting new people," said Emily Brower, an 11year-old who attends Westminster Presbyterian. She went to the gatherings at the mosque and her church, saying
another highlight was eating pizza at the meeting last week.
Her mom, Cathy, sees Children of Abraham as an important chance for her daughter to get to know people she might
not meet at school.
"It's a wonderful opportunity for her to get to know children of different faiths and know that we're all the same,"
Brower said. "Especially after last week's election, I'm just really glad we have the opportunity to meet people from
other faiths, even if it's other Christians or other religions entirely."
The kids put together 40 gift boxes with a dry erase board, crayons, markers and other toys for children at HSHS St.
John's Children's Hospital.
"Since it's Thanksgiving, we wanted to teach them to share what we've got," said Ahmad, who helped with the
planning. "Doing it for somebody who needs a little more love, that's why we chose St. John's pediatric department.
It's something from the kids to another kid."
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Coming together
Jenna Milward, a senior at Springfield High School, agreed that it was important for the group to do something good
for the community.
"With everything that's going on in the world, it's really fun to get everyone together, to get our community together
and have fun," she said.
"I think it was a great experience for all of us to come together and know that there's no difference between us and
it's all good," said Fatima Hussein, a junior at Chatham's Glenwood High School.
The root of the similarity and where the group got its name, Dreitcer pointed out, is that Christianity and Islam are
both Abrahamic religions.
While the children played, Maryam Mostoufi chatted and joked with the Rev. Robert Freeman, pastor at Grace United
Methodist Church. The two have been friends for decades. They wanted the kids and adults there to see the genuine
friendship that was possible.
"We don't want our children to be color-blind or culture-blind or faith-blind," Freeman said. "We want our children
to be able to know and be able to respect color that's different or faith that's different or individuals who are different."
"I think, too, when you develop that kind of ability to see difference, it leads to knowing. And when you know
someone, you're going to love them," Mostoufi said. "And then, it comes from a place of the heart. And I think that's
where all of our faiths come from is a place in the heart."
Grace United Methodist will host the next Children of Abraham event on Jan. 25 on the theme of justice. The group
is also planning a service project for the spring to benefit refugee children.
--Contact Mary Hansen: 788-1528, mary.hansen@sj-r.com, twitter.com/maryfhansen.
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Israeli plan to quiet call to prayer draws Muslims' ire
DANIEL ESTRIN The Associated Press
JERUSALEM - A proposal to make mosques reduce the loudspeaker volume of their call to prayer has sparked
an uproar among Israel's Muslims, underscoring their fraught relationship with the country's Jewish majority.
Supporters of the bill, including Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, have painted it as a matter of quality of
life. But it has deepened a sense among the Arab minority that it is being increasingly marginalized by his hardline government.
"The call to prayer came before the racists. The call to prayer will remain after the racists," said Ayman Odeh,
head of a joint list of Arab parties in parliament.
The bill, which received initial support from a committee of Israeli ministers this month, proposes to limit the
volume of public address systems of all houses of prayer in Israel.
But the bill's sponsor, a lawmaker from a nationalist Jewish religious party, made clear the target is mosque
loudspeakers, and it has been dubbed the "muezzin bill," referring to the man who delivers the call to prayer.
Devout Muslims pray five times a day, beginning around 5 a.m. In Israel, the call to prayer is often loud enough
to wake up residents in Jewish neighborhoods or towns who live in close proximity to Muslim communities.
"I cannot count the times, they are simply too numerous, that citizens have turned to me from all parts of
Israeli society, from all religions, with complaints about the noise," Netanyahu told his Cabinet this month.
"Israel is a country that respects freedom of religion for all faiths. Israel is also committed to defending those who
suffer from the loudness of the excessive noise of the announcements," he added.
But Palestinians and Arab citizens of Israel see the initiative as yet another affront by an increasingly hostile Israeli
society and leadership.
Arabs make up one fifth of Israel's citizenry, but they are generally poorer and less educated than Jews and suffer from
discrimination and substandard public services. Some politicians have questioned their loyalty to the state.
Some detractors have said the bill is unnecessary, since Israel already has rules regulating excessive noise. Still, it has
garnered support from many secular liberals who normally are at odds with Netanyahu's conservative government.
Zvi Barel, of the liberal Haaretz newspaper, said he would support efforts to limit the place of religion in the Israeli
public sphere if the bill wasn't discriminatory.
"Israeli liberals, whether Jewish or Arab, can't support this excellent bill, because it is intended to harm Muslims," he
wrote in an op-ed.
A planned vote on Nov. 16 was blocked after ultra-Orthodox Jewish lawmakers raised concerns that it could also
affect the sirens that announce the start of the Jewish Sabbath and holidays in many communities.
"I think the whole law is unnecessary," Health Minister Yaakov Litzman told Israeli Army Radio, adding that
he would support an amended bill that made an exception for Jewish sirens. A ministerial committee will revisit
the bill.
Netanyahu has claimed that many European cities and Muslim countries place limits on loudspeaker volume.
In Ireland, Muslims seeking to build mosques must agree that there will be no public call to prayer. Local
Muslim leaders have accepted the restriction, citing religious teachings on showing respect for neighbors, and
more than a dozen mosques have been built since 1996.
In Germany, only about 30 of the 160 official mosques have a call to prayer, according to the DPA news agency.
While residents often complain, authorities say it is covered by the right to religious freedom, though still
subject to general laws against making excessive noise.
The nationalist Alternative for Germany and various far-right parties have tried to exploit the issue, so far to
little avail.
In Britain, local city and town councils mediate occasional disputes over early morning prayer calls. There is
an online petition in support of allowing areas with high Muslim populations to have "a loud call for prayer"
at least three times a day, but it has not yet generated the 100,000 electronic signatures required to put it before
Parliament.
While France has no ban, French mosques don't sound public calls to prayer, apparently out of respect to the country's
secular traditions.
Likewise, very few mosques in the U.S. blast a call to prayer. Ibrahim Hooper, of the Council on American-Islamic
Relations, said most American mosques are not located in the heart of Muslim communities.
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Donald Trump's team puts 'radical Islam' front and center in terror fight
Guy Taylor
President Obama has long been criticized by national security hawks and a Republican presidential field led
by Donald Trump for refusing to say the words "radical Islam" to describe threats posed by terrorist groups
such as the Islamic State.
That reluctance won't be a problem for the president-elect's national security team, which is flush with nominees who
can be expected to employ the term regularly.
The shift will test two deeply opposed worldviews on how to defeat jihadi terrorist groups. Mr. Obama argued
that the term "radical Islam" plays into the propaganda narrative of the Islamic State and other U.S. enemies,
falsely suggesting that the West was at war with the world's 1.7 billion Muslims. Mr. Trump, incoming National
Security Adviser Michael T. Flynn and many others say the U.S. and its allies can never win the war on
terrorism if they fail to honestly call out the enemy by name.
"For eight years, the Obama administration sidestepped the issue of properly defining the threat against the West and
its allies and used the nebulous term 'violent extremists' to describe our enemies," said Bill Roggio, an editor of the
Long War Journal at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies in Washington.
"The question is whether the incoming Trump administration will go too far to the extreme and define the war as one
against Islam," Mr. Roggio said in an interview this week. "This risks alienating some of our key allies in the Middle
East and beyond, whose support is critical if we are going to defeat the global jihadist threat."
While Arab powers, including Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Jordan, have officially congratulated Mr. Trump on his win,
it remains to be seen how they respond to policies some of his key appointees ultimately push, especially if there is a
more pointed line targeting Islam-inspired violence.
Sen. Jeff Sessions, Alabama Republican and attorney general nominee, has backed Mr. Trump's call for a temporary
ban on Muslim immigrants to the U.S., and Rep. Mike Pompeo, Kansas Republican and CIA director nominee, has
co-sponsored a bill to ban the Muslim Brotherhood, the Islamist movement whose followers include ousted Egyptian
President Mohammed Morsi.
Abu Omar, the nom de guerre of a Syrian fighter with the al Qaeda breakaway group Jabhat Fateh al-Sham, said
jihadis once had to point to U.S. actions in the Palestinian territories, Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan to make the case to
their followers that Washington was engaged in a war with Islam. "Now all we have to do it turn to Trump's Twitter
account or turn to CNN," he told the Christian Science Monitor.
Focus on Flynn
Much of the debate over radical Islam has centered on retired Army Lt. Gen. Michael T. Flynn, the president-elect's
pick for national security adviser. Mr. Flynn, a former director of the Defense Intelligence Agency, titled his recent
book "The Field of Fight: How We Can Win the Global War Against Radical Islam and Its Allies." In the text and in
his statements promoting the book, Mr. Flynn has been accused of insulting to Islam in general.
"We're in a war against a messianic mass movement of evil people, most of them inspired by a totalitarian ideology:
radical Islam," the ex-general wrote. In an August speech to the Ahavath Torah Congregation in Stoughton,
Massachusetts, he referred to Islamism as equivalent to Nazism and fascism, a "vicious cancer inside the body of 1.7
billion people" that has to be "excised."
One former high-level U.S. official told The Times on the condition of anonymity that Mr. Flynn's statements on
Islam have prompted discomfort and anger among more moderate candidates for other spots in Mr. Trump's Cabinet.
Without question, Mr. Flynn's posture has outraged some American Muslim leaders.
"[His] past Islamophobic statements, and his association with the nation's most venomous anti-Muslim hate group,
should disqualify him from serving in any public office," Ibrahim Hooper, a spokesman for the Council on AmericanIslamic Relations, told ABC News. CAIR has long had a voice in the debate over the term "radical Islam" and the
extent to which the U.S. government should use the term.
"I call 'radical Islam' non-existent because radicalism or extremism is not permissible in Islam," CAIR's executive
director and co-founder, Nihad Awad, wrote in an op-ed posted on the council's website in March 2015. "Islam
prohibits extremism and an essential part of the faith is moderation. A more accurate term might be 'al Qaeda
ideology.'"
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Mr. Obama, meanwhile, lashed out at Republican critics over his refusal to use the term in June.
"What exactly would using this label would accomplish?" Mr. Obama asked. "What exactly would it change? Would
it make [the Islamic State] less committed to trying to kill Americans? Would it bring in more allies? Is there a military
strategy that is served by this? The answer is 'none of the above.' Calling a threat by a different name does not make
it go away. This is a political distraction.
"The reason I am careful about how I describe this threat has nothing to do with political correctness and everything
to do with actually defeating extremism," he said. "Groups like [the Islamic State] and al Qaeda want to make this war
a war between Islam and America, or between Islam and the West. They want to claim that they are the true leaders
of over a billion Muslims around the world who reject their crazy notions."
Useful debate
But many say Mr. Trump's refusal to be politically correct has sparked a useful debate over the nature of the enemy
that the U.S. and its allies face. Attacking "radical Islam," they say, actually creates political space for more moderate
believers to criticize the extremists while holding on to their faith.
"For two decades I have warned about the threats of radical Islam: to women, children, innocent civilians, civilized
society, and to the free speech rights of people who dare to speak up," Raheel Raza, a Toronto-based Muslim human
rights activist, wrote in an op-ed published by USA Today in August.
"Now it's time for Mr. Trump to step up and put moderate Muslims on stage, to amplify our voices and make our
issues part of the conversation," Ms. Raza wrote. "Because we moderate Muslims are the solution to the problem of
radical Islam."
Not all North American Muslims share her assertion. A biography at the end of the op-ed noted that Ms. Raza has
been featured in films made by the Clarion Project, an advocacy organization that CAIR has described as "a shadowy
nonprofit group distributing anti-Muslim propaganda films."
House Homeland Security Committee Chairman Michael T. McCaul, Texas Republican, argues that the next
president "has got to start from square one by calling the threat what it is."
"We cannot defeat an enemy we refuse to define, so the next commander in chief must make clear what this one
didn't: that we are at war with Islamist terrorists," Mr. McCaul told The Washington Times before the election. He
said the Obama administration made a mistake by saying the U.S. was fighting only a discrete group, al Qaeda, but
the "reality is that we're facing a global movement based on a hateful ideology."
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Clippings: Which wolf will you feed, America?
Gaen Murphree
You should have seen the graffiti that greeted Havurah worshippers and supporters this past Saturday. Scrawled all
over the sidewalk leading up to the porch of the home of the Jewish Congregation of Addison County were statements
like "Blessed are the peacemakers," "We love you," and "Love trumps hate' all up and down the sidewalk.
Last week, when I learned that someone had scrawled two swastikas on Havurah's front door and someone on
campus had written "F*** Muslims, #Trump2016" on a whiteboard outside the dorm room of two Muslim
students, I first felt like I'd been kicked in the gut, then I felt like I was in freefall.
All this in Middlebury?
New York Times columnist Nicholas Kristof wisely cautioned in his "12-Step Program for Responding to PresidentElect Trump" to "avoid Hitler metaphors, recognizing that they stop conversations and rarely persuade."
True.
But where else can you go with that particular symbol? Especially having just found myself, this past summer, in the
Paris Shoah Memorial staring through the glass display case at a discarded can of Zyclon B?
Hate kills.
Feeling helpless to respond to either of these two hateful actions, I emailed my pastor, who told me area clergy would
be attending the Saturday service. So I came to support my friends and neighbors. But what I got was something else
entirely.
I came feeling frozen and sad; I left feeling hopeful and purposeful. I came feeling isolated and fearful; I left feeling
strong because our community is strong. I came feeling rage and anger; I left in joy. I came with an empty cup; and
when I left my cup ran over.
See, since the election, I've just gone numb. The night of the election my 17-year-old daughter was so upset she was
crying. She keeps wanting to talk to me about the election and, huge failure as a parent, I can't seem to talk or listen
because I haven't been able to process events myself. What's happening to America?
I get the anger about the economy. I get the anger about Obamacare -- only in so far as I don't like being required to
buy into the insurance racket and support greedy corporations. I get the free-floating sense that opportunities are
closing down. Heck, I agree that we need change. And I embrace the idea that disagreement is the lifeblood of
democracy.
But I just don't get the xenophobia. I don't get the racism. I don't get that it's OK to put your hands and your mouth
all over women's bodies unasked and undesired and brag about it. I don't get that it's OK to bully.
And most of all I really, really, really don't get voting for someone who has demonstrated a callous and calculating
disregard for truth. Given the warmest Arctic fall on record, what happens to polar bears and the planet in a White
House that seems likelier to embrace a Reality TV spin on things than to embrace science?
Did something happen to America when those planes hit the Twin Towers? Are fear and anger the only things driving
us now?
Last Saturday at Havurah, the service was so crowded, organizers moved it to a larger room -- and it still was standing
room only. I squeezed into a folding chair against the wall.
Up in front was a giant heart made of Post-It notes created by Hebrew School students ages seven to 14. The tags said
everything from "Stand up for what you believe in" to "If you have not read 'Harry Potter' read it! Happiness!" to
"Peace, shalom" to "Awesome sauce." All around the heart read: "Be the change you want to be in the world." One
speaker contrasted the power of the giant heart with what had been scribbled on the front door.
So maybe love, not the gooey kind but the roll-up-your-sleeves kind, is stronger than hate after all.
Welcomed at a service where I was the outsider, welcomed where I was the one who was different, welcomed where
I was the one from an "other" tradition, we sang, we recited psalms, we heard scripture, we prayed. And together we
thought about justice, and the guest rabbi leading the service reminded us that love-for-your-neighbor love, love-forthe-world love isn't about feelings, it's about action. As the ice around my heart thawed and I felt I could breathe again
for the first time in 11 days, I hoped I'd be better able to talk with my daughter and listen to her concerns about the
crazy world we are handing her generation.
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Included in some of the reflections was the hope that the person who had acted in hate and defaced the building,
thought with a considerable degree of compassion to be a teenager or other young person "testing the limits," could
find a constructive rather than destructive way to act on his or her values and voice his or her concerns.
Well-known Middlebury pediatrician Jack Mayer offered up a Native American parable that seems important to all
Americans as we all look to our words and actions over the next four years.
In the parable, a grandfather describes to his grandson a fight going on inside himself between two wolves. One wolf
is his destructive feelings -- fear, anger, envy, greed, inferiority, superiority, resentment. The other wolf is such
feelings as hope, truth, empathy, generosity, kindness, bravery.
"Which one will win?" the boy asks.
To which the grandfather replies, "The one that you feed."
The one that you feed.
As a nation, we've been at our worst before. But we can also be at our best.
So I guess it's up to each one of us, as we face the next four years -- whether excited that your candidate won or
dismayed at America's electoral choice or one who sat this one out. Which wolf will you feed?
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Keeping Faith
Ana Ceballos
ABSTRACT
"I've been told I look like an alien before," Dina Sadduk of Marina says. "Now, those insults are more pronounced
because they think they now have the right to discriminate because Trump won."
Two days before, Kansas Secretary of State Kris Kobach, a member of Trump's transition team, who is providing
guidance on immigration policy, said the Trump Administration was already mulling over a plan to launch a registry
for immigrants and visitors of Muslim countries. During his campaign, [Trump] said a database to register Muslims
would "absolutely" be implemented.
"When you start registering any community based on religious identity, it does not take long to say, 'Hey, let's start
now by registering the Jews,'" [Bruce Greenbaum] says. "In Germany they said, 'Let's mark them with the yellow star.'
Registry is just the first step in the process. The rest is history."
FULL TEXT
As Trump team mulls Muslim registry, local religious community confronts the possibility.
On Friday afternoons, dozens of local Muslims gather at the Islamic Society of Monterey County in Seaside to
pray. On Nov. 18, they kept their religious schedule, unwavering in the midst of the national political transition.
As 40 men entered the building, they took off their shoes and knelt on the carpeted floor to listen to the imam
lead them in prayer. About 30 women gathered in a separate room and listened to the same teachings via a
television screen.
On this day, the imam's lesson is about the meaning of being a good lifelong Muslim, something the imam says
is measured by improving one's actions as one ages. After prayer, the mood is peaceful, and one by one the
dozens of worshippers walk out and back into a country where the anti-Muslim rhetoric has intensified in the
months leading up to the Nov. 8 presidential election.
"I've been told I look like an alien before," Dina Sadduk of Marina says. "Now, those insults are more
pronounced because they think they now have the right to discriminate because Trump won."
Two days before, Kansas Secretary of State Kris Kobach, a member of Trump's transition team, who is
providing guidance on immigration policy, said the Trump Administration was already mulling over a plan to
launch a registry for immigrants and visitors of Muslim countries. During his campaign, Trump said a database
to register Muslims would "absolutely" be implemented.
While it is difficult to pinpoint the exact size of the Muslim population in Monterey County, it was estimated by the
U.S. Religious Census in 2010 that there were 2,518 people identifying as Muslim, or 6 percent of the population.
With institutions like the Defense Language Institute, where thousands of students and professors come from 19
different countries and various religious backgrounds, a Muslim registry could potentially impact enrollment.
Rabbi Bruce Greenbaum of the Congregation Beth Israel in Carmel says there is "extreme concern" in the local Jewish
community arising from the registry proposal.
"When you start registering any community based on religious identity, it does not take long to say, 'Hey, let's start
now by registering the Jews,'" Greenbaum says. "In Germany they said, 'Let's mark them with the yellow star.' Registry
is just the first step in the process. The rest is history."
In response to Trump's comments, Greenbaum says the Abrahamic Alliance International, an organization with a
mission to unite Christians, Jews and Muslims for poverty relief efforts, will plan an informal social event in March
to fortify relationships between people of different faiths.
Nashwan Hamza of Monterey is also putting in time to protect religious rights locally and is working on creating a
local hotline to track the number of hate crimes against Muslims, as well as offer help to those who are victimized.
"This is nothing new for us," Hamza says. "As Muslims, we have heard many insults and experienced this before, but
it is much more alarming at this point and I fear hate crimes will increase."
On Nov. 18, Hamza spoke to CSU Monterey Bay professors to help them identify Islamophobia on campus and in the
classroom, and what to do in response when it occurs.
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"There's always been cases of discrimination, but probably the biggest concern now is our children being bullied,"
Hamza says.
A group of men gathers at the Islamic Society of Monterey County. Nashwan Hamza, not pictured but usually among
those in the group, says discrimination against Muslims is nothing new.
"Registry is just the first step. The rest is history."
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Judge denies request by Muslim women to drop trespass claim
By ERIKA I. RITCHIE, STAFF WRITER
HIGHLIGHT: Urth Caffé has countersued the women, who alleged discrimination. Trial is set for September.
An Orange County Superior Court judge on Tuesday upheld a trespassing claim brought by a Laguna Beach
cafe against seven Muslim women who alleged they were targeted and humiliated when forced to leave.
The women in May filed a civil rights lawsuit against Urth Caffé, alleging they were discriminated against and
asked to leave because they were wearing hijabs, or traditional headscarves. The cafe owner denied the
allegation and has filed a countersuit accusing the women of rude behavior and trespassing after they were
asked to leave.
Judge John C. Gastelum denied the women's motion to dismiss the trespassing claim, so Urth Caffé's claim will
go forward.
The women "failed to meet their initial burden to demonstrate that their act underlying cross-complainants'
trespass was an act in furtherance of right of petition or free speech," Gastelum wrote in a tentative ruling.
It was the first time a judge has looked at the case since attorneys on both sides filed complaints after the April
22 incident. Gastelum set a trial date for September 2017.
Mohammad Tajsar, an attorney for the women, was unavailable for comment Tuesday.
But at a press conference in May, he said the women denied they broke the trespass law because they followed orders
by the police.
"We view their cross-complaint as a mechanism to question the motivation of the women who came to Urth Caffé to
have a good time and a further attempt to scare them not to pursue their lawsuit," he said about the cafe owners.
David Yerushalmi, founder of the American Freedom Law Center, who represents cafe owners Shallom Berkman and
his wife, Jilla Berkman, said he was happy with the ruling.
"The plantiffs claim that their trespass is somehow protected or immune from liability is incorrect," Yerushalmi said.
"Their underlying claim of discrimination is entirely fraudulent. (If) you walk into a restaurant and complain about its
service and then refuse to leave, you are trespassing. Only after they were asked to leave did they claim
discrimination."
The trespass suit followed on the heels of a lawsuit filed by the seven women who alleged they were subjected to
religious discrimination when Urth Caffé staff, with assistance from Laguna Beach police officers, asked them to
leave when the women refused to abide by the café's seating policy.
The women met at Urth Caffé for dinner, dessert and coffee. They selected seats on the outside patio, near the entrance
of the restaurant. Six of the women were wearing hijabs.
At about 8:15 p.m., Soondus Ahmed, one of the litigants, said her group was asked to leave for violating a restaurant
policy of sitting at a table longer than 45 minutes after eating or ordering. Surrounding them were at least 20 open
tables, she said.
The women, represented by three attorneys, said at a press conference in April that they were singled out and told to
leave Urth Caffé because they appeared to be Muslim.
Tajsar alleged at the time that Urth Caffé staff "targeted these women as a way of cleansing their location of
women that appeared to be Muslim to appease the Islamaphobia in a predominantly white Laguna Beach
community."
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OU professor receives anti-Muslim pamphlet on campus
Emma Keith
Last week, an OU staff member received an anti-Muslim pamphlet on campus while walking to class.
Mashhad Fahes, assistant professor in the Mewbourne School of Petroleum and Geological Engineering, said
as she walked across the North Oval Nov. 15, someone handed her a pamphlet entitled "Camel's in the Tent."
Fahes said she did not immediately understand what she received.
"Someone just handed me this pamphlet ... (and said) something along the lines of, 'Oh, you'll appreciate this,'"
Fahes said.
"I said, 'Thank you,' just took the booklet and walked off," Fahes said. "And as I was walking, I looked at it ...
it had a camel drawing, so I right away connected that it must have something about Arab customs. I went
through it quickly, without reading but just looking at the pictures, and it was - it looked very offensive."
Fahes said she called the OU Police Department to report the incident and was told someone else had already
made a report and someone from OUPD was on their way to the scene.
OUPD Maj. Bruce Chan said OUPD has no record of either report nor of a response from Nov. 15. OU Press
Secretary Corbin Wallace said in an email that he had not heard about the incident either.
Though she was not sure how to report the incident other than through the OUPD, Fahes said she also made a
Facebook post to show others what happened to her. She said the OU community's response to her post and to
post-election life has been "unbelievable."
"I just posted it on my Facebook as something that has happened that made me feel uncomfortable and
probably would make a lot of people uncomfortable. These things, they shouldn't stay hidden - we should share
what's happening," Fahes said. "And then after that, a lot of people spoke with me about it after they saw the
post or heard about it from someone else."
Fahes said she has never felt unsafe on campus, but she knows others who have.
"Since the day after the election, a lot of my friends all across campus have been reaching out and making sure that
I'm okay, that I feel safe. A lot of people have told me that they're willing to go with me to places if I feel
uncomfortable," Fahes said.
In conversations after the incident, Fahes said she has encountered people who say the pamphlet incident had nothing
to do with the election. She said she disagrees with this perspective.
Fahes, originally from Lebanon, said though she is disappointed in the country she once held in high regard, she does
not feel defeated in the wake of election results.
"I came to this country because I believe in American values, all of them - at least, what I thought were American
values," Fahes said.
"It's not the country I thought it was," Fahes said, reflecting on post-election America. "But I have hope, because I'm
not someone who would give up. So, I want to look at the roots of this, and one of the main roots is that you fear what
you don't know."
Dialogue and understanding are now the keys to moving forward and breaking through that fear of the unknown,
Fahes said. She said one example of this tie between fear and ignorance is the booklet she received.
"It's not about the hatred that bothers me, it's about the lies," Fahes said. "Anybody who would read it not knowing
the truth would fall for this - not everybody, but a lot of people would fall for this, and I could imagine how they
would be scared. So we need to educate - this is what we need to do. We need to educate people, we need to reach out
and listen to their fears, listen to their problems."
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GOP official rebuked for post
By MARTIN WISCKOL, STAFF WRITER
HIGHLIGHT: Young apologizes for anti-Muslim comments.
Mary Young, an Orange County GOP official and volunteer to Donald Trump's campaign, broadly attacked
Muslims in a Facebook post Monday, among other things writing in all capital letters, "I do not want any type
of Muslims in our country, period!"
The comments were promptly condemned by county Republican Party Chairman Fred Whitaker, who said they did
not reflect the position of the local or national party - or the position of Trump.
"Mary's comments are totally unacceptable," Whitaker said. Young was elected by area Republicans to serve on the
county GOP's governing Central Committee. She cannot be removed from office by party officials, but Whitaker said
the party's executive committee would meet to determine the "appropriate response."
The Trump campaign also distanced itself from Young.
"Mary Young was a volunteer and did not serve the campaign in a formal capacity," said Tim Clark, Trump's
California campaign director. "Moreover, I strongly disagree with her statements."
Young's comments, which the Laguna Niguel resident later apologized for, come at a time when some say Trump has
emboldened racist, anti-immigrant and anti-Muslim incidents and comments.
Trump last year called for a temporary ban on all Muslims entering the country, despite legal opinions that such a
move would be unconstitutional. He subsequently amended that to say the ban would apply to those from countries
with "proven history of terrorism against the United States or its allies."
"Sadly, (Young's comments are) a result of Trump's legitimizing and condoning this type of rhetoric from his
supporters," said Henry Vandermeir, chairman of the Democratic Party of Orange County. "I feel that his campaign
and now his selection of certain Cabinet nominees and advisers only furthers the belief that his administration will not
be friendly to anyone of color, especially Latinos and Muslims."
Hussam Ayloush, executive director of the Anaheim office of the Council of American-Islamic Relations, said that
recent reports of such hate incidents are the most since his group began tracking complaints. He said the national
CAIR office has received 120 such complaints since the Nov. 8 election and that the Southern Poverty Law Center,
which tracks hate crimes, has tallied 700 around the country.
He called on Young to resign from the Central Committee because of her Facebook comments.
"It's the very definition of bigotry, which has been normalized and fueled by the Trump campaign," Ayloush said.
Young, 73, said her comments stemmed from frustration after hearing complaints about Muslims from relatives in
Michigan and reading other comments on Facebook.
"It got all balled up and it happened to come out against Muslims," she said. "I'm very sad that I sounded racist. There
are no Mulsims that I know that I don't like. I'm very sorry and I apologize. I don't want anybody to feel bad. I don't
hate anybody."
Her offending comments, which she removed from Facebook about two hours after posting, read: "I don't want to hear
there are good Muslims. ... Every city & beautiful upscale neighborhood they move into they trash."
She went on to say the Muslims demand foot baths and prayer rugs in schools, and that husbands have a right to kill
wives who remove their burqas.
Asked about those comments later, Young said she'd heard or read such things but, "I don't know what's true."
Ayloush said there were no grounds for killing a woman who removed her burqa or headscarf.
"This is the kind of ignorance that is perpetuated through social media," he said.
He said that some colleges provide prayer rugs and foot baths for ritual cleaning, and defended such practices under
the constitutional protections for freedom of religion. He said he was unaware of such provisions in public K-12
schools, but indicated it might be appropriate in some places provided tax dollars didn't favor one religion over another.
Ayloush praised the response to Young's comment by Whitaker and Vandermeir, but said Clark of the Trump
campaign did not speak out strongly enough.
"It has to be more than, 'We don't agree,' " Ayloush said. "It needs condemnation."
He went on to say that Trump needs to clearly and repeatedly make it clear to his supporters that such behavior is
wrong, particularly given his earlier statements.
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Immigration rhetoric having 'chilling effect' on foreign students
Lydia Nuzum
The day after the presidential election, a Chatham University student answered a knock at his door. On the
other side were two people with badges, asking if they could search his apartment.
The student, who is Muslim, let them in. He asked what agency they were from, but never received a clear
answer. They searched his apartment, asking him questions, including whether he owned guns.
"There have been reports of these kinds of searches happening in Texas and elsewhere, but to our knowledge,
we weren't aware of anything like it happening in the Pittsburgh area," said Chris Musick, Chatham's associate
vice president of international affairs. "It became very concerning for us."
The university contacted its Student and Exchange Visitor Program representative to ask if they were doing
any student checks. They were not. The student filed a police report, but the university is still unsure what
agency might have been involved, Musick said. Chatham held a debriefing for its international students soon
after, allowing them to voice any concerns they had following the election and reminding them of their rights.
"All of this happened right around the time of the election, and it caused us to think about our students and how best
to protect them," Musick said. "We have sent an email to our partners overseas, telling them basically 'it was a very
interesting election, your students are learning a lot about the American political system, they are learning a lot about
Americans, both good and bad, but in the end, the quality of education and safety is going to be here, and we will do
everything in our power to protect our students.'"
International students have been a boon for the regional economy, thanks to the colleges and universities that serve as
some of its major economic drivers. According to NAFSA: Association of International Educators, Pennsylvania's
14th Congressional district, which includes the city of Pittsburgh and many of its suburbs, saw $359.7 million in fiscal
benefit from international students last year, with nearly 6,000 jobs in the region related to those students.
Carnegie Mellon University was by far the largest contributor to that number, with $210.3 million in impact supporting
more than 3,600 jobs. The University of Pittsburgh was next, with $104 million in impact and more than 1,700 jobs.
"The academic and cultural contributions of international students studying in the U.S. is immeasurable - international
students help improve the quality of education by bringing global perspectives to the classroom and by helping
students prepare to work effectively in our globally interconnected economy," said LeAnn Haworth, a senior
international trade specialist in the Pittsburgh office of the U.S. Commercial Service.
At Chatham alone, that figure was roughly $7.7 million last year, making it the fourth-biggest school for international
student economic impact in the region, after CMU, Pitt and Duquesne University.
"There is a definite economic impact that even the smallest institution that brings in international students will have
on the economy," Musick said. "Five years ago or so, the U.S. Department of Commerce classified higher education
as an export, and by doing so, it puts higher education on the same par as steel or automobiles- this is a billion-dollar
business in the U.S. and worldwide, and we're competing against Great Britain, Australia, New Zealand, Canada and
other places for market share."
Following the Nov. 8 election, international students at schools across the country and in Pittsburgh began expressing
concerns over whether they should return home for the holidays or worry about their future ability to study in the U.S.
Students at Pitt even declared the school a " sanctuary campus," rallying in support of undocumented students - a
category separate from most international students who have to obtain visas to study in America - minorities and other
groups they feel were targeted by President-elect Donald Trump's campaign rhetoric.
"International students and scholars have been following the election closely. A number have expressed concerns
about the potential for increased harassment and discrimination against them, and students are aware of incidents
being reported in the news and through their social networks," said Genevieve Cook, director of the Office of
International Services at Pitt. "There are also concerns about changes in immigration policy and regulations. It is
difficult to project exactly what changes will go into effect, but the uncertainty could influence decisions about whether
to come to the U.S. or remain in the U.S."
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Joe DeCrosta, director of international programs at Duquesne University, said that while he understands those
concerns, he is hopeful that the impact on international students will be slight, though he added that the primary
concern for schools right now is how the political rhetoric might impact how foreign students looking to study abroad
decide where to go.
"Some of the overall messages that were being conveyed throughout the campaign tended to be more isolationist, so
of course we had some concerns over how that would affect our work and our ability to diversify our campuses and
the region in general," Decrosta said. "At this point, it's more a wait-and-see how the policies play out and how that's
going to affect how people perceive us."
DeCrosta added that Duquesne has worked hard over the last few years to increase its international student population,
which represents about 8 percent of its total enrollment. The issue is a complex one, as other factors, including the
financial support students receive from their home countries and the growth of colleges abroad, have served to impact
the schools' ability to attract foreign students.
"Saudi Arabia is a good example, because they have been fully funding their students who come to the States for many
years now," he said. "More recently, it seems like that funding has changed; they've decreased funding and there are
more restrictions on that funding, in large part, I think, because their economy is changing, but also because they've
created more universities that they want encourage their students to stay home to attend, as well. There are so many
factors involved in this, so we just try to keep our finger on the pulse."
The presence of international students on college campuses also helps schools diversify their classrooms and expose
American students to other ideas and cultures in a way that fosters greater understanding for both foreign and domestic
students. Jennifer Creamer, director for the Center for Global Engagement at Robert Morris University, said roughly
12 percent of the school's population is made up of international students that are very involved on campus.
"International students are an important aspect of providing different viewpoints on campus," Creamer said. "Many
students can't study abroad, so going to their classes and having international students in their classes, they get to hear
different view points, meet people from different countries, and it helps open their minds to different ways of doing
things."
Monte Bohna, coordinator of the Study Pittsburgh initiative for Global Pittsburgh, a consortium of regional schools,
said that while there is some concern that the results of the election could have a "chilling effect" on students hoping
to study in the U.S., there may be some positives. He pointed to talk in conservative circles of the U.S. adopting an
immigration system similar to Canada's, which vets potential immigrants on a point system in terms of age,
adaptability, whether they've studied in the country before, their fluency in French or English and individual skill sets.
Such a system could serve to offer a more clear-cut means of moving to the U.S. to work, he said, rather than forcing
immigrants to rely on an employer to sponsor their visa.
"Pittsburgh, for instance, while it may be an extreme case for the country, isn't that extreme: according to Allegheny
Conference, we're supposed to lose 250,000 Baby Boomers to retirement in the next 10 years. That's almost the
population of the city," Bohna said. "Where do their replacements come from? Young people living in the city of
course, but that doesn't add up to 250,000. We could get some of the Pittsburghers who had to leave in the 1970s and
1980s to come back, but that's not going to bring it up to a quarter-million either, so where are we going to get these
replacements?
"Meanwhile, we have this huge pool of talent - 7,000 students from China and India and elsewhere, sitting there doing
great stuff at Carnegie Mellon, ready and willing to fill that gap, but under the current administration, they have to go
home after a while," he continued. "The solution to the problem is just sitting there, but because of the immigration
structure, it's just not feasible at the moment."
Did you find this article useful? Why not subscribe to Pittsburgh Business Times for more articles and leads? Visit
bizjournals.com/subscribe or call 1-866-853-3661.
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Support pours in following vandalism at Redmond mosque
Samantha Pak
The main sign at the Muslim Association of Puget Sound (MAPS) in Redmond was vandalized early Monday
morning.
The granite sign in front of its facility was smashed, with a portion of the top border broken off and a crack on
the front of the sign.
MAPS President Mahmood Khadeer said they think it happened sometime between 1:30 a.m. and 2 a.m. They
learned about the vandalism later Monday morning when their office manager was the first to arrive for work.
Khadeer said this is the first time the mosque has been targeted by vandals, though they did receive a bomb
threat following the Orlando shooting in June.
When the office manager saw the vandalized sign, he called the police and filed a report.
Khadeer said the Redmond Police Department is still investigating the incident and Police Chief Kristi Wilson has
emailed him personally to let him know how hard they are working on the case.
"Acts like this aren't representative of the Redmond community and will not be tolerated," said Mayor John
Marchione. "The city works closely with MAPS leadership and our Islamic community to ensure that they and all
residents feel safe in their homes, at their place of business and where they worship."
Rep. Suzan DelBene of the First Congressional District, which includes Redmond, added, "This hateful act of
vandalism doesn't reflect the inclusive values of the First District and our country. I'm deeply saddened that members
of our community are experiencing fear and intimidation at their place of worship. We must reject these actions in no
uncertain terms, and stand united against hate."
Khadeer said he was "really disappointed" when he learned about the vandalism, adding that it was fortunate the
damage was just to the sign and nothing more.
And while it has been disheartening and sad, he said they will not let this act intimidate them. In a letter to the MAPS
community, he said they are activating a number of security measures including having round-the-clock armed guards
in and around the building, increasing their own security staff and only opening the front door until further notice.
Khadeer added in his letter that that the whole mosque is monitored by cameras.
Khadeer said they will not make any changes to their programming, which includes a Thanksgiving dinner celebration
for the residents of Tent City 4 on Wednesday.
He acknowledged that it may be easy to fall prey to fear when such incidents happen but encouraged people to trust
in Allah, trust in the goodness of man and to return hate with kindness.
"I am confident that this act does not represent the feelings of Redmond residents," Marchione said. "Our community
will continue to stand strongly in favor of diversity and inclusion and not allow an individual act of vandalism to
define us."
Since the sign was vandalized, Khadeer said he and MAPS have received a lot of support from people within and
outside of the Muslim community.
In addition to people offering financial assistance to pay for the sign damage, he said the support people are offering
has been open ended. For example, Khadeer said, a rabbi from Seattle contacted him and gave him her phone number,
telling him that if he needed anything, to let her know.
"It is amazing," he said.
Khadeer said it is that kind of support that gets him going, knowing that they have people they can rely on and that
they are not alone.
"We will not let the hate of one overshadow the love of many," he wrote in his letter. "We will remain hopeful yet
vigilant. We will not let hate intimidate us."
Arsalan Bukhari, executive director of The Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) in Washington state, said
their main concern is for the children that go to school at the mosque every day.
He said that American-Muslim children need to hear from their lawmakers that "they have the right to have the same
hopes and dreams as other young Americans." Bukhari added that those children aren't getting that message when
such acts of vandalism occur.
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In 2015, Bukhari said CAIR Washington received the highest number of reported anti-Muslim hate crimes ever, about
one to two daily and more than 700. By the end of 2016, he said they will most likely have the same numbers.
CAIR has received several reports following the United States presidential election, Bukhari noted.
On Nov. 15, University of Washington, Bothell Chancellor Wolf Yeigh wrote on the school's website that he was
told several men approached some Muslim women students on campus and demanded that they remove their hijabs,
or head scarves.
Yeigh added: "Let me be clear. This type of behavior is abhorrent and will not be tolerated at UW Bothell. This is not
only a violation of the women's right to practice their faith, it is also a clear violation of our values at UW Bothell. In
addition, such an act may be potentially a criminal assault, and a hate crime. This is a serious offense."
Also on Nov. 15 on the University of Washington Seattle campus, it was reported that a man struck a Muslim woman
student wearing a hijab with a bottle in the face, leaving a bruise, according to Bukhari.
Bukhari added that CAIR has received four to five reports of Muslim grade schoolers being bullied in the greater
Seattle area.
Redmond Reporter editor Andy Nystrom contributed to this report.

132

Rhode Island Lawyers Weekly
November 22, 2016

Prisons – Kufi
Tom Egan
Where a prison inmate has challenged a Rhode Island Department of Corrections policy that allows him to
wear his religious head covering only when he is in his cell or when he is attending religious services, the inmate
should be granted a preliminary injunction permitting him to wear a head covering while exercising in the
prison yard.
"... Plaintiff, a Sunni Muslim, is seeking a temporary restraining order and preliminary injunction that he be
allowed to wear a kufi without restriction throughout the ACI. ... Magistrate Judge Patricia A. Sullivan held a
hearing on Plaintiff's motion in July 2016 and filed a Report and Recommendation ('R&R') (see attached) on
August 15, 2016, recommending that the Court issue a limited, ninety-day injunction 'directing RIDOC to
expand its headwear policy to permit Plaintiff to wear a kufi of a specified design while exercising in the prison
yard, subject to all of the existing limits on the wearing of secular head coverings. ' ... The R&R also
recommended that the narrow injunction 'be subject to immediate cancellation and withdrawal of the privilege
if, in practice, it exacerbates RIDOC's identified security concerns. ' ...
"... This Court has carefully considered Defendant's Objection and finds that it does not present any additional
arguments to those thoroughly considered and addressed within the R&R.
"The R&R recommended the narrow injunction after carefully considering each of the elements for granting a
preliminary injunction. By recommending such a narrow injunction, the R&R focused on accommodating two
competing public policies: ensuring security and safety at the ACI and protecting Plaintiff's practice of his religion
from overly-intrusive government interference pursuant to the Religious Land Use and Institutionalized Persons Act
('RLUIPA'), 42 U.S.C. §2000cc-1.
"The R&R clearly acknowledged the serious and legitimate security and safety concerns identified by the RIDOC
about permitting Plaintiff to wear his kufi without restriction anywhere within the ACI facilities, concluding that
'except for the narrow circumstances of the prison yard where secular caps are already allowed, the balance of the
hardships tilts dramatically against the issuance of an injunction. ' ... The R&R gave appropriate deference to the
professional judgment of the ACI administrators while also acknowledging that RIDOC had failed to demonstrate that
its complete ban on religious headwear is the least restrictive way to achieve its compelling interest in a safe and
secure prison facility where existing RIDOC policy already allows for secular headwear (e.g., a baseball cap in
summer and a knit cap in winter) during inmate time in the prison yard.
"Ultimately, this Court agrees with the findings and reasoned conclusions in the R&R, and hereby accepts the
R&R in its entirety pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §636(b)(1). Plaintiff's Motion for a Temporary Restraining Order
and Preliminary Injunction is granted in part, as follows: Defendant A.T. Wall, in his official capacity as the
Director of RIDOC, shall alter the RIDOC's headwear policy to allow Plaintiff to wear a solid color, closefitted, seamless, crocheted kufi when he is exercising in the prison yard in addition to when he is in his cell. The
altered policy shall be subject to all of the existing limits on the wearing and use of secular head coverings, and
the policy shall be subject to withdrawal if any of RIDOC's identified security concerns are realized from
permitting Plaintiff to wear his kufi while exercising in the prison yard. The effect of this Order will be stayed
for a period of thirty days from today's date, during which time RIDOC shall make any necessary amendments
to its policies, regulations or search protocols to conform with the limited mandatory injunction imposed by this Order.
Once the injunction takes effect, it shall be in effect for ninety days pursuant to the Prison Litigation Reform Act, 18
U.S.C. §3626(a)(2). "

133

The Wichita Eagle (Kansas)
November 22, 2016

Area women report hate speech, groping after election
Tim Potter and Suzanne Perez Tobias; The Wichita Eagle
At a Wichita convenience store the morning after the presidential election, a white man approached an AfricanAmerican woman and said: "You better watch out, (slur), because we're coming after you and your kind," the woman's
father says.
That same morning, another woman says, a man groped her outside a suburban convenience store. He told her that if
Donald Trump could grab women, he could, too, the woman says.
That same day after the election, a Muslim woman says, she was wearing a hijab as she shopped in her favorite
Wichita store when a woman stepped close to her. "Bye," the woman said to the Muslim woman, waving her
hand. "You need to go home ... pack up and leave."
Officials have confirmed there have been incidents at two Wichita public schools and at a private school in
which students acted inappropriately in reacting to the presidential election.
The people who spoke to The Eagle about the incidents involving the three women asked that the women not be
identified because they are concerned for their safety or privacy.
The Southern Poverty Law Center says on its website that it has collected 701 reports of "hateful incidents of
harassment" nationwide between Nov. 9, the day after the election, and Nov. 16.
'Better watch out'
The father of the young African-American woman said she first texted him about a "horrible experience" at a Wichita
convenience store the morning after the election. She recounted that a white middle-aged man approached her in the
store downtown and made the "we're coming after you" remark. And that wasn't the end of it, the father said.
A white woman, with a 10- to 11-year-old girl, joined in, the father said. She turned to the African-American woman
and said: "Yeah, that's right, don't get too comfortable. The (racial slur) is out. We're taking back America."
After the experience, the daughter told the father, while sobbing: "I wish I could hide the fact that I'm a minority."
'He grabbed me'
A little after 7 a.m. the day after the election, a 54-year-old woman stopped for coffee at a convenience store in a
suburb of Wichita. And this is what happened, she says.
A large man, probably in his 50s, maybe 325 pounds, 6-foot-4, stood by a car on the edge of the sidewalk outside the
store. She is small, about 5-foot-4, 125 pounds. As she walked by him, she said, "He grabbed me by my breast."
She pushed back, and "he lost balance and fell down."
"I was terrified," she said.
Still, she couldn't help looking down at him and asking. "What gave you the right to do that?"
She said he replied something like: "If a man like Donald Trump can do whatever he wants to women and still get
elected president, it must be OK." The man said a lot of women voted for Trump, and he said it was time for men to
take their "rightful place in society."
The woman said she met with police the next day and filed a police report.
'Just go home'
The day after the election, a Muslim woman was wearing a hijab and shopping at her favorite Wichita store. She says
she heard someone say, "Bye."
It came from a woman who moved close to her. The woman waved her hand as if to say, "Bye."
"I said, 'What do you mean by that?' - in a state of shock."
"You need to go home," the woman replied. "Just go home, pack up, and leave."
"And then I looked her ... in the eye and said, 'I'm not going home because this is home. I'm not going away,' " the
Muslim woman said.
The Muslim woman said she is an American citizen and has lived in the United States for more than 20 years.
Racial comments at school
There have been incidents at schools as well. The mother of a Wichita sixth-grader who is African-American said her
daughter was the target of two racially charged comments at school in recent weeks.
A few days before the election, the mother said, her daughter was walking down the school hallway and heard a white
boy say, "Black lives don't matter. Vote Trump."
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The day after the election, the girl was in class toward the end of the school day and heard a classmate whisper, "White
power."
"I understand kids are going to repeat what their parents say. They're entitled to their opinion. But the 'Black lives
don't matter thing' upset me," the mother said. "To me, those are hate words."
The mother said she reported the incident to school officials. Susan Arensman, spokeswoman for the Wichita district,
said students "received disciplinary action" in that case and one other at a different middle school.
The mother of the middle-school student said she expected tense moments at schools following the election. She said
she hopes school leaders deal with incidents swiftly and make clear that hateful comments won't be tolerated.
'So disappointing'
Around Veterans Day, Rob Knapp, president of Kapaun Mount Carmel High School, wrote a letter to students'
families.
"It is somewhat ironic that this week our nation has experienced a dramatic change in political power through an
electoral process that has been defended for over two centuries by those whom we celebrated yesterday. And yet, the
results of this electoral process have manifested discord and division throughout the land.
"What makes this week so disappointing is that the students of Kapaun Mt. Carmel Catholic High School are witness
to behaviors and attitudes that countermand our mission to educate and form the total person in the image of Jesus
Christ. Caught up in the 'spirit' of the week, our own community, students and adults alike, has struggled to see the
image of Jesus Christ in each other."
Amy Pavlacka, spokeswoman for the Catholic Diocese of Wichita, said she wasn't clear on the details of what
happened at Kapaun that prompted Knapp's letter. Knapp did not want to comment, she said.
"From what I understand, there are no names of students involved or specific incidents that any students could be held
accountable (for)," Pavlacka said.
"Mr. Knapp just thought this would be a good teaching moment," she said. "The purpose of the letter was to use the
situation about what's going on nationally and use it as a teaching opportunity."
Leaders in the Catholic Diocese have instructed school officials to be vigilant about reporting any incidents of bullying
or racial tension and to "suspend if necessary," Pavlacka said.
"This is not something that will be tolerated at all," she said.
Limits of speech
There is a constitutional right to say even the most offensive things. But an expression can become a crime, Sedgwick
County District Attorney Marc Bennett said, when it includes a specific threat of violence and would tend to put a
person in fear of immediate physical harm.
Some key questions, Bennett said, are: Did the person saying it mean to be taken seriously? What is the context?
"Because every set of facts is different," he said. "It's the context in which those words are said."
Sociologist's view
Ron Matson, Wichita State University sociologist and dean of the Fairmount College of Liberal Arts and Sciences,
says a climate of incivility following the election is to be expected. With the election outcome, some people now feel
free to express themselves in ways that might not be respectful, Matson said.
"Civility has a very thin veneer," he said. When the veneer gets scratched, "all heck can break loose."
People are going to act in abusive or inhumane ways, but other people can't just be bystanders, said Matson, who has
spent years studying sexual assault and bullying in schools.
"We have to stand up for our anonymous friends ... who are being attacked or abused or dealt with in a harsh and
inhumane way. We can't be passive. We can't just watch. We have to take on a much more active posture."
When a bystander stands up to abuse, Matson said, it "can shift the balance of power instantly in that situation."
"Does that increase your risk a little? Yes.
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Steinberg: Which are more dangerous, Muslims or gun owners?
Neil Steinberg
An untraditional way to start. But these are untraditional times. And since Donald Trump fans obviously
read this - trust me on that - and they seem to like hearing that phrase, why not keep them happy too?
Again again, as the Teletubbies cry: Radical Islamic Terror!
There, I said it twice. They must really like me now. President Obama, on the other hand, refuses to say it
because he realizes that the whole purpose of the phrase is to weld these three concepts together.
Republicans may be against gay marriage, but they'll happily wed "Radical" to "Islamic" and
"Islamic" to "Terror."
blame, which is what this exercise is really about: offloading responsibility for terror from those who
commit it to i
Yes, there is terror inspired by Islam. In their zeal to make those who disagree seem ridiculous, the
GOP insists that not using the phrase means you are unaware there are terrorists who blame Islam
for their actions.
Look at it this way: terrorists also have two legs, and mirrored left and right halves to their bodies every single terrorist is like this, in fact - and yet we don't scream "BIPED BILATERAL TERROR!"
because that would draw white folk into the range of innocent individuals who share their religion.
OPINION
Follow @neilsteinberg
In picking Alabama Sen. Jeff Sessions as attorney general, Trump places a flat-out racist and Islamophobe
in charge of enforcing the laws of the United States. And naming retired Lt. Gen. Mike Flynn as national
security adviser elevates someone who once tweeted "Fear of Muslims is RATIONAL."
Fear of Muslims is not rational, not in the way fear of the government Trump is right now assembling is
not only rational but necessary. Every patriotic American should be afraid.
Trump voters demand that he be "given a chance" to show what kind of president he will be, and last week
he did just that. These nominations can only be signs of sincerity that Trump plans to follow through on his
scheme to punish American Muslims for the actions of a handful, either by barring their co-religionists at
the border or by forcing Muslim citizens to register, an unconstitutional step that should chill the blood of
any patriotic American.
"Unconstitutional?" you ask. "In what way, Neil? Tell us more!" The 14th Amendment, ratified after the
Civil War, contains this: "No state shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or
immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any state deprive any person of life, liberty, or
property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of
the laws."
And lest you fixate on the word "state," a 1954 Supreme Court ruling said that goes for the federal
government too.
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So, you ask, what is the harm in requiring Muslims to register? No life or liberty is being taken. The harm
is in the reason why: the notion that, because of - everybody sing! - Radical Islamic Terror, these
individuals, who have been accused of nothing wrong, never mind convicted, must undergo this special
process, be barred at the border, or enroll in some registry because Donald Trump and his flock of tremulous
blowhards are afraid of their religion.
Pretend for a moment, instead of Trump suggesting our safety requires a Muslim registry, it was Barack
Obama (boo, hiss) insisting that we need a comprehensive national registry of gun owners, something
forbidden by law.
Gun owners would scream, and rightly so, that the vast majority of gun owners are law-abiding. They are,
though Muslims are, on average, far more peaceful.
I won't bore you with the math, but the odds of a gun owner killing someone - typically himself - with one
of his guns is far greater than the odds a Muslim will ever be involved with an act of terror.
Yet we have a president preparing to impinge upon the Constitutional rights of the far less risky group
while celebrating the Constitutional rights of the far more dangerous one
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Election fuels concerns about extremists
By Josh Dulaney Staff Writer jdulaney@oklahoman.com

Parents of a University of Oklahoma student asked whether their daughter would be safe attending classes.
One woman wanted to know if she could grocery shop without being assaulted. Others, afraid to be identified
as Muslim, inquired about religious law and removing their head scarves in public.The phone calls to the
Oklahoma chapter of the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) came in the wake of Donald Trump's
election on a platform built partly on a promise to ban Muslims and other immigrants from entering the United
States unless they submitted to "extreme vetting" of their ideologies. He also called for building a wall along
the nation's southern border.While many of those who voted Trump into office celebrated his victory as a
triumph of nationalism, others heeded the Republican's electoral college trouncing of Democrat Hillary Clinton
as an emphatic endorsement of extremism."The biggest concern for the Islamic community is the country has
elected somebody that is blatantly hateful and bigoted toward our community," said CAIR-OK Executive
Director Adam Soltani. "When that kind of rhetoric is allowed to take place on a national level, it creates an
atmosphere of hostility, and a fear of Muslims in our country, and our community has felt that."In Oklahoma,
acts of religious and racial hostility have bookended Trump's election, leaving some academics, civil rights
advocates and others to question whether the polarizing figure's ascent has emboldened fringe groups on either
end of the political spectrum."What we've seen in the last week are white separatists and white nationalists
that have been emboldened by the election results, and we've seen a rise in reprehensible speech," said Ryan
Kiesel, executive director of the American Civil Liberties Union of Oklahoma.
"What they believe is they have this new license to say and do things they may not have said and done a week
ago."Oklahoma Republican Party Chairwoman Pam Pollard said a small sector of Americans are taking advantage of
an outspoken candidate "to go out and speak and protest their feelings that they have held for many years."But, she
added, "people need to be very, very careful before they draw an unfair correlation to Mr. Trump and Trump's
campaign, and often long and deeply held prejudices," Pollard said.Regardless, on the state's college campuses, in the
halls of the state Capitol and elsewhere, anger and animosity over the campaign continues to simmer across the Sooner
State.Some believe Trump's victory is inspiring individuals to openly launch threats against their perceived enemies,
or exposing long-standing racism and bigotry in American culture."I think it's both," said Jeanette Mendez, head of
Oklahoma State University's political science department. "I think it's racist attitudes already out there, but people are
feeling comfortable expressing that because of the rhetoric the campaign expressed."'Simple, but inaccurate'Mendez
cautioned that labeling Trump supporters as racists and blaming the president-elect for inflammatory acts in the
aftermath of the election may be a simple but inaccurate assessment. She noted that Trump supporters have been
assaulted before and after the campaign."I don't believe I live in a country of 51 million white racists," Mendez said.
"It's an easy thing to say that Clinton lost because of white racists. It's an elitist thing to say. They have no shot of
getting working class voters that way. I think that's a really nice, simple message, but we seem to be converging on a
message that is untrue."Still, when President-elect Trump appointed Stephen K. Bannon, chairman of right-wing
Breitbart News, as his chief strategist, some took the move as confirmation that Trump will steer policy in an extremist
direction.Mendez said such assumptions stem from political biases."I think on the one hand the message from Trump
is, 'this is a way to stick to my campaign promises,' and I think at the same time, with selecting Reince Priebus (as
chief of staff), he's saying 'I want to work with the Republicans.' I think Democrats, regardless of who is picked in
these Cabinet positions, are going to be apprehensive, and Republicans are going to be supportive. If we assume
Trump is a racist white nationalist, we're going to assume Bannon is."Anger at OUOn Thursday, two anti-Black Lives
Matter protesters on OU's South Oval drew an angry crowd numbering in the hundreds. That prompted an arrival from
OU President David Boren, who used a megaphone to condemn the speech, threaten the protesters with arrest and
argue that such bigotry had no place on campus."I condemn the hatred he is spewing," Boren told a cheering
crowd.Boren's public comments came just weeks after a white nationalist organization, Identity Europa, plastered a
handful of OU buildings with posters proclaiming "Let's Become Great Again" and "Protect Your Heritage," and just
two days after an OU history professor posted on Twitter photos of what she said were white supremacist fliers found
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on campus. One flier was titled "Race and Intelligence: the Facts." The other flier was titled "Why White Women
Shouldn't Date Black Men."The posters prompted the OU student government to pass a resolution "condemning hate
speech," and calling on university administration "to take additional steps to ensure the psychological and physical
safety and well-being of students."In a phone interview, associate professor Kathleen Crowther said the white
supremacist fliers were posted on a public notice board and she immediately contacted OU police. It is unclear whether
the fliers came from students on campus. Crowther said the dean of Arts and Sciences convened with faculty to discuss
the matter.Crowther said there has been discussion among faculty about whether Trump's election has stoked white
racist activity."People are really angry about it," she said. "We're really worried about our students. That's my primary
concern. There a lot of students who are anxious. We're hearing reports of students who are frightened to walk on
campus."A Twitter account created in September, @yourbadou, seeks to track racist acts on campus. Several incidents
are mentioned, including one tweet alleging that a white male called another student a "chink" and spit on him.Boren
also took to Twitter, issuing a Nov. 14 statement to the campus community that "there will never be a place at this
university for expressions of hate and bigotry. As president of this university such inhumane conduct will not be
tolerated by me."A day later, he announced that a student - who had been suspended and was under investigation for
sending racist and violent messages to black students at the University of Pennsylvania through a cellphone app - was
no longer enrolled at OU.Similar racially-tinged incidents have been reported on other campuses across the state. At
Tulsa Community College, a student was suspended last week for his role in posting racist messages. At Southeastern
Oklahoma State University in Durant, campus police removed three people for allegedly inciting violence. The group
had received permission to preach the Gospel near the clock tower, but according to President Sean Burrage, they
carried a sign that called the Black Lives Matter organization "racist thugs," and yelled at students about
fornication.Capitol concernsMeanwhile, two weeks before the election, Rep. John Bennett, R-Sallisaw, held a state
Capitol hearing on "radical Islam, Sharia Law, the Muslim Brotherhood and the radicalization process."Bennett, who
was joined by Reps. Bobby Cleveland, R-Slaughterville, and Randy Grau, R-Edmond, condemned Muslim groups
including CAIR, and said "we're going to do all we can to kick these terrorist organizations out of the state of
Oklahoma and do whatever it takes to protect our citizens."Later, Bennett, who served with the Marines, posted a
comment on his Facebook page that appeared to call for Clinton's execution."2 words...firing squad,'' said the post,
that was later taken down. When asked about the comment, Bennett shrugged off criticism, saying his words were
"barracks talk."The Oklahoma Democratic Party condemned the post, calling it "another cowardly act from one of our
state leaders," and a threat that should be taken seriously.By the numbersThe Southern Poverty Law Center says it
counted 437 reports of "hateful intimidation and harassment," nationwide between Nov. 9, the day after Trump was
elected, and Nov. 14.Collecting news reports, social media posts and direct submissions to SPLC, the organization
says many incidents involved references to the Trump campaign and its slogans. SPLC says the harassment took place
mostly at schools, businesses and universities, but vandalism and leafleting has also been common on private property.
Included in the tally were 38 instances of racial slurs shouted from moving vehicles.As of Wednesday, the only
Oklahoma report - other than the fliers and posters at OU - was of a black woman who claimed to enter an Oklahoma
City Walgreens when a white man and woman stalked her, and later punched her and pulled off her headscarf, SPLC
says. The pair allegedly mistook the woman for a Muslim, and told her she wasn't wanted in the country."Since Donald
Trump won the election, we've seen an alarming number of hate-based incidents occur throughout the nation, some
of which are no doubt stemming from Trump's hate-filled campaign," said Heidi Beirich, director of SPLC's
Intelligence Project, in an emailed statement. "We've collected more than 435 such incidents since the election - truly
a frightening number."Soltani, the executive director of CAIR-OK, said there are an estimated 40,000 Muslims in
Oklahoma, and 12 mosques. Other than anecdotal posts on social media, CAIR-OK hasn't seen much in the way of
threats or violence against Muslims in the state."We've not had any official reports that signify an increase in civil
rights violations and discrimination," he said. "We are, as an organization, bracing ourselves for an increase in reports.
Maybe not now, but particularly in the coming year, when Trump takes office."-
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Muslim students discuss Islamophobia and implications of 2016 election
Denise Lin
It's been a difficult time for Muslims across the country. Trump's comments in the 2016 presidential campaign
have released a flood of anti-Muslim sentiment in communities throughout the United States. With this rising
tide of Islamophobia, some students have said they're worried about outward displays of their faith. Reporter
Denise Lin talked to Muslim students at UCLA to discuss the effects that Islamophobia has had on the Muslim
community, and how students have been searching for solutions.
LIN - Last December, Nour Ouri made a big decision.
OURI - It was a really big day for me because I thought, "Am I going to be accepted? If I display my beliefs, if
I wear the hijab - this is important to me."
LIN - Like many other students taking finals, Ouri was nervous on her last day of community college ... but not
for the usual reason. She didn't know how her classmates would react to her coming to class and, for the very
first time, wearing a hijab.
OURI - I decided to keep it on and I walked into the class, and it was just really, really - you don't understand, the fear
I had walking into that class.
LIN - An unimaginable weight lifted off her shoulders when she found that she was welcomed as any other member
of the class.
OURI - //sounds of chatter before class begins, fading in then out// and everyone said hi to me and was joking with
me, and the teacher said, "Hey girl, what's up?" She didn't even comment on it. She knows who I am. And the whole
time I had this anxiety about the whole event (...)
LIN - With the rise of Islamophobic sentiments across the country, many Muslim women who choose to wear
a hijab face this same anxiety. Ouri, a third-year Arabic student and transfer student, explains that being
openly Muslim can bring unwanted attention and judgment.
OURI - You get this feeling of uneasiness. On the bus no one sits next to me - they fill up all the bus, and I'm one of
the last ones that people sit next to. //sounds of riding on a bus// You feel like you're an unwanted part of society.
You're sitting here like, okay, no one wants to sit next to me. Some people would rather stand than sit next to me.
LIN - Though Muslim Americans like Ouri hope to live like normal Americans, Ouri explains that many face
discrimination in the form of Islamophobia.
OURI - I'm not a bad person. I don't associate myself with a terrorist group, but people associate you with that. ...
Your phone goes off with the Adhan, which is the call of prayer. So people look at you like, what are you planning?
And I'm like, wait a second, you've got it all wrong.
LIN - Ouri's experience opens a window into the wide array of anti-Muslim sentiment expressed nationwide.
According to Public Radio International, hate crimes against Muslims rose suddenly after 9/11 and have not returned
to pre-9/11 rates since. Muslim discrimination became especially apparent, again, in the 2016 election. Tobias Higbie,
a UCLA history professor, explains that this fear of outsiders has been a recurring part of American history.
HIGBIE - The United States - our society, for whatever reason - has always had a tendency toward being afraid of
outsiders at the same time it has had a tendency toward welcoming outsiders and giving them the opportunity to live
here.
LIN - With U.S. involvement in the Middle East, some Americans incorrectly associate terrorist groups with people
who are practicing Muslims.
HIGBIE - It's politically advantageous for some people to make that case. It's definitely Trump's case (...) and from
an intellectual or academic perspective or the perspective of the millions and millions of Muslims in the world, that's
ridiculous.
LIN - This political conflict has left many students caught in the crossfire. Ali Unar, a second-year political science
student from Pakistan, and a board member of UCLA's Muslim Student Association, has seen the flood of attacks on
Muslims through the media.
UNAR - Santa Barbara, San Francisco ... There have been so many cases. This causes a disturbance in the whole MSA
community. If someone's Muslim family is attacked, if a girl is wearing hijab, the next day she doesn't wear it because
she is threatened when she walks from campus to her off-campus housing.
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LIN - Muslim students on campus have discovered many resources in light of anti-Muslim sentiment. For Unar, MSA
was where he found his home.
UNAR - We have an MSA office in Kerkhoff; that's the center of where we unite. Also, we have had support from
the administration in times of crisis. Last year they funded halal meal options for Muslim students. This kind of support
keeps us united with the administration and feel supported and feel there's someone on our side in times of crisis.
LIN - Nikita Gupta, assistant director of the Bruin Resource Center and director of the GRIT peer coaching program,
has been working to make sure students like Ouri and Unar are supported. The GRIT coaching program allows students
to have one-on-one meetings with peer coaches who are trained in many areas, including something GRIT refers to
as, "culture humility."
GUPTA - Culture humility is a big part of the training; it's a term that acknowledges that I can never know the full
story of another person from a different culture. It's about - I don't know what your story is, but I can learn.
LIN - This idea of cross-cultural dialogue inspired the Olive Tree Initiative, a UCLA program which sends students
to the Middle East for three and a half weeks in the summer.
GUPTA - It's an opportunity to understand multiple perspectives on what's happening with the conflict. It allows
students to see it's not as black and white as it may seem (...) to bring some peace to their minds, realize that everyone
is struggling and that we're hungry for a solution.
LIN - Though UCLA offers resources for Muslim students, some say that more could be done. Ouri tells of her
personal experience.OURI - I feel very alone; I know there's a whole community of people, but it's been hard because
for some people, it's hard for them to relate to your religion or who you are due to what's been happening and Trump's
election. And you need emotional support like you're doing fine, what steps can you take.
I went to the CPO office one day, because I needed help support. And the office was empty; I went over there for help
and resources (...) I was like, you could have somebody there, or even leave a poster or something. I wanted to talk to
people, make friends and reach out, and it felt like there was an empty echo.LIN - Despite issues faced by Muslims in
the U.S. today, even international students from majority Muslim countries continue to come to the U.S. for a strong
education and a balanced school life. Unar came to for these very opportunities. His parents and teachers encouraged
him to explore the world outside of his home in Pakistan.
UNAR - I was very optimistic, coming from a very small village in Pakistan in a family where no one has had a
Western education, so it was a moment of pride, and I did not have any reservations. My objective was to gain from
there, and come back to my community, help my society to grow.LIN - Unar sees that, especially here at UCLA,
progress has been made for the Muslim community.
UNAR - But here in the community you have education, intellectual; it's a progressive community. You can't feel it
that much, because people can differentiate between what is right and wrong.
LIN - Though it's been a difficult time for Muslims across the country, Unar sees change for the better in the future.
UNAR - I'm very optimistic about the future. The Muslim community has been targeted after 9/11. But there's been
progress; it's been slow, but people know Muslims are not the reason for everything bad that has happened.
LIN - Before finishing our interview, I asked Ouri: Has everything that's happened made you consider taking off your
hijab? Even if it's so important to you?
OURI - I did consider if for a moment but I thought if we give in to the fear with Trump, it's just like giving in. You
shouldn't give in; you should fight for what you believe in. And I believe in my religion, and it's a peaceful religion,
and I'm a peaceful person, and I don't hurt anybody. But if I continue to wear it, people will see not everyone is evil
and not everyone can be labeled with stereotypes
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Imam detained by ICE despite order of release; Federal officials say Egyptian
citizen held over national security concerns
Copyright © 2016 Albuquerque JournalBY LAUREN VILLAGRANJOURNAL STAFF WRITER
One of New Mexico's top Muslim spiritual leaders has been held in federal detention for more than two months,
despite a judge's order he be released on bond, a move federal officials say is necessary due to alleged national
security concerns.
In a lawsuit filed in federal court seeking his release, Tahla Elsayed's attorney says he is the target of a "witch
hunt."
The arrest of Elsayed, a Saudi-born Egyptian citizen and Islamic studies scholar, on Sept. 1 stunned the local
Muslim community and leaves the two mosques in Albuquerque without an imam, or priest.
Elsayed, 35, is suing U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement in federal court after the agency refused to allow
him to post a $10,000 bond ordered by an El Paso immigration court judge, who ruled Nov. 1 that Elsayed was neither
a danger to the community nor a flight risk.
The lawsuit - which includes hundreds of pages of documents, including those from his bond hearing - contends
Elsayed has been the subject "of a witch hunt based simply on his religion and national origin," and should be released.
He has been seeking a visa to work and had refused a demand by a Homeland Security agent that he leave the country.
He is charged with overstaying his visa, despite having an application pending with immigration authorities.
The documents show that the FBI said it has "an investigative interest" in Elsayed and that a DHS attorney said the
case "possibly involved a national security concern."
ICE declined to comment, citing pending litigation.
The imam's detention has rattled Albuquerque's small, but growing, Muslim community.
Omar Momani serves on the board of the Dar Al-Salam Foundation of New Mexico and describes Elsayed as "a wellknown imam" with "amazing qualifications." Marrying a deep knowledge of the Quran and a "fun" lecture style,
Elsayed "has everything you're looking for in an imam or priest," Momani said.
His detention was "a huge shock."
"It was like somebody sucker-punched us in the face," Momani said. "We didn't know why this was happening.
Everything we did was through a lawyer. The paperwork was filed. Why this was happening?"
Elsayed first came to Albuquerque three years ago at the invitation of the Islamic Center of New Mexico, where he
led prayers during the holy month of Ramadan and offered religious lectures.
The center and a new mosque in northeast Albuquerque, Dar Al-Salam, invited him back in 2014 and 2015 as a guest
lecturer, and, early this year, the Dar Al-Salam Foundation applied to the U.S. government for a new visa that would
let Elsayed work, providing religious instruction.
While he waited for a response from U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services to his application, he and his wife,
Ebtesam, enrolled their four children in Albuquerque public schools and volunteered in the Muslim community.
Then, Homeland Security Investigations called.
In late August, according to court documents, HSI special agent John Dennis called Elsayed to his Albuquerque office
and told him to bring copies of his educational documents. Dennis informed him that his application for a work visa
had been denied and he needed to leave the country.
But, according to court documents, online USCIS records showed that his application was still pending.
Dennis began calling the imam "once or twice per day regarding his intentions to leave the United States," according
to court documents.
Elsayed told Dennis he was afraid to go back to Egypt and, if his visa petition was being denied, wanted to apply for
asylum in the U.S. According to court documents and an interview with Elsayed, the imam told Dennis he feared
persecution by the Egyptian government for his participation in the Arab Spring protests in favor of the democratically
elected, then deposed, Islamist President Muhammed Morsi.
Last fall, Egyptian security forces detained his brother in connection with his and Elsayed's participation in the
protests. The family alleges he was tortured and questioned about Elsayed, as well.
Dennis told Elsayed he needed to leave the United States with his family by Sept. 1. Instead, Elsayed prepared his
asylum application and brought it to a Rio Rancho post office, where he was arrested by Dennis as he was paying the
postage.
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With Elsayed in ICE detention and a bond motion pending in immigration court, DHS argued to the judge that Elsayed
should remain in custody whileawaiting deportation.
In a court filing, DHS said, "Although there is no evidence that the respondent has ever been charged or convicted of
any crime, there is evidence that raises serious safety and security concerns. The FBI Headquarters Counterterrorism
Division specifically notified the Department that it has an investigative interest in the respondent (Elsayed) and
provided a letter to support a request for his continued detention pending his removal proceedings. Such evidence,
while admittedly circumstantial, presents security concerns that cannot be overcome ... ."
The FBI letter says only that it has "an investigative interest" and provides no other information.
The FBI is tasked with investigating people for ties to terrorist organizations and the agency has come under fire in
the past for clearing suspects prematurely, such as the Orlando nightclub shooter, who had been under review.
The FBI's letter regarding Elsayed and DHS' arguments were not enough to convince Immigration Court Judge
William Abbott to order Elsayed's continued detention and instead the judge ordered he be released on bond.
"Here is the problem," said Olsi Vrapi, Elsayed's attorney, who has served as legal counsel for two other Albuquerque
Muslims who have faced deportation in the past 18 months. "Homeland Security Investigations officials in
Albuquerque shake down Muslims. They call you and say, 'You are from a sensitive country; we want to talk to you.'
It's a very common practice."
And ICE can ignore an immigration court order.
"The immigration court doesn't have power to enforce its own ruling," said Jessie Miles, an attorney working with
Vrapi on Elsayed's case. "The judges don't have contempt of court. They operate on good faith that ICE will follow
their order."

143

The San Francisco Chronicle (California)
November 20, 2016

Muslim students on edge; Buddy systems spring up after post-election
incidents; Spike in hate puts Bay Area Muslim college students on guard
By Sarah Ravani
Hana Ghanim, a UC Berkeley student, doesn't feel safe at school anymore.
Ghanim and other Muslim students at universities across the Bay Area are taking precautions after a number
of hate crimes occurred on their campuses since the Nov. 8 presidential election of Donald Trump, who said
during his campaign that he would ban people of her faith from entering the country.
Her fears come after an incident Nov. 10 on the UC Berkeley campus in which three men threatened to rip off a
student's hijab, or headscarf, and taunted her over Trump's stunning victory over Democrat Hillary Clinton.
"The fact that half the country voted to elect a man with such blatant xenophobic, Islamophobic, homophobic and
racist views is telling," said the 21-year-old Ghanim. Hate incidents have "become quite common, and that's very
worrisome for me." As vice president of her school's Muslim Student Association, Ghanim has helped organize group
prayers at Sproul Plaza since the hate incident occurred, and held an Islamophobia workshop for students across
campus. Ghanim's Berkeley organization also created a WhatsApp message group with more than 200 members who
volunteer to escort students fearful of walking on campus alone.
Berkeley students are not the only ones taking action. Doaa Abdelrahman, president of the Muslim Student
Association at San Jose State University, also created a Facebook message group with close to 50 participants for
students to call on if they don't want to walk by themselves. "We were mainly motivated to create it after Esra
Altun was attacked" on campus, said Abdelrahman, 22. "A lot of people were feeling unsafe on campus after
her attack, and they didn't want to walk alone."
Altun was walking to her car in a university parking garage, on the day the Berkeley incident occurred, when
a man came up behind her and grabbed her hijab, causing it to tighten around her neck and choke her.
Abdelrahman met with San Jose State President Mary Papazian and other members of the school administration on
Thursday to discuss safety measures that can be taken to protect students - including security cameras and extra
lighting in parking garages. Additionally, Abdelrahman proposed that a workshop on hate crimes, including
incidents inspired by Islamophobia, be added to orientation sessions for new students.
"The number of hate incidents we've seen in the last week is ridiculously high," said Saba Maher, civil rights
coordinator for the San Francisco Bay Area Office of the Council on American-Islamic Relations.
Despite the Bay Area's reputation for having some of the most accepting and ethnically diverse cities in the United
States, complaints of harassment and discrimination have been on the rise since Trump's historic win, Maher said.
And Muslim women are an easy target for incidents triggered by hate because of the hijabs they wear, she added.
Yasra Syed, a 23-year-old student at San Francisco State University and president of the Muslim Women
Student Association, said her fear isn't confined to campus boundaries.
"After the elections, I've been more conscious of my surroundings," Syed said, adding that because many
students at San Francisco State are commuters, they're more worried about being targeted on Muni or BART.
A video posted on Facebook Nov. 10 showed a woman verbally accosting a BART passenger for speaking Assyrian,
calling her a "stalker from the Middle East." At the start of the video, the woman says, "Trump might deport you."
Syed is working on implementing a buddy system for Muslim students afraid to walk alone on the campus. She's also
encouraging her fellow Muslim students to take self-defense classes and is raising money to buy pepper spray for the
members of the group. Throughout his campaign, Trump said Muslims should be barred from entering the
United States and called for a database to track American Muslims.
"If Donald Trump pursues many of the policies that he discussed in the campaign, we will see him in court," said Abdi
Soltani, executive director of the American Civil Liberties Union of Northern California.
The Southern Poverty Law Center reported 437 reports of hateful intimidation and harassment from Nov. 9
to Nov. 14. The center also stated that many incidents involved direct references to the president-elect's
campaign and slogans. The FBI released its annual hate crime report on Monday, finding that anti-Muslim
hate crimes spiked to 257 incidents nationwide in 2015 compared to 154 in 2014, a 67 percent increase.
"It's so sad that these incidents could happen to anyone," said Syed. "It's very scary just knowing that this is
part of the Bay Area."
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FIRST LOOK AT DONALD TRUMP'S 'GREAT AGAIN' AMERICA
DISTURBING
Milton W. Hinton Jr. Guest Columnist
Whether America is going to be great again with Donald Trump's election is debatable, but I can say definitively that
some troubling actions and attitudes have resurfaced.
The Loyal White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan will hold a victory parade for Trump next month. A student at the
University of Oklahoma has been suspended and two others are under investigation, all suspected of sending postelection pictures of lynch mobs, racist slurs and threatening messages to black University of Pennsylvania students.
Some of these messages referenced the president-elect.
Also since the election, a Muslim teacher in a Georgia high school was told via an anonymous note that she
should hang herself with her headscarf, and a Michigan police officer was suspended, and later resigned, after
driving his pickup truck - with a large Confederate flag in the bed - through a lawful anti-Trump rally. At
Council Rock North High School in suburban Philadelphia, swastikas and anti-gay slurs were found along with
"I Love Trump" messages.
While all of this was going on, "The Donald" set the tone for his administration by tapping Steve Bannon as chief
strategist to the president.
Bannon has frequently been described as racist, sexist, homophobic and Islamaphobic. The extensive record of web
sites that he operated confirms that he willingly hosted writers with these beliefs.
Trump's support from the so-called "alt-right," Klan organizations and other fringe groups has ushered in a wave of
intolerance and racism that seemingly is acceptable to the general electorate.
First, Trump articulated racist, sexist and religiously intolerant statements over and over again prior to being elected.
I cringed whenever I heard his ignorant references to "the blacks," and when he said "look at my African-American
over here." This was a dehumanizing perspective that no reasonable person can deny. But a shocking number of voters,
mostly white ones, rationalized, or ignored this behavior even though they were embarrassed by it.
These voters would not publicly voice their support of Trump due to his intolerance. But when they enjoyed the
privacy and anonymity of the voting booth, they rewarded him. Credible accusations of sexual assault did not matter,
"textbook racism" as described by House Speaker Paul Ryan did not matter, nor did Trump's boastful commentary
about what his wealth permitted him to do to women. It is reasonable to inquire why a majority of the white male and
female electorate, which picked Trump, were willing to ignore such severe character flaws.
First, I believe they have a false sense of security that Trump's ideas and ideals will have no negative impact on their
lives. They believe he will not target them. They must fail to understand the Trump family belief that those below
them on the socio-economic scale are nothing more than consumers upon which to build wealth. Immediately after a
"60 Minutes" interview with Trump and his daughter, Ivanka, she put the self-designed jewelry she wore in the piece
up for sale on the internet - and sales took off. Incredible.
Second, it appears that many in the white majority are sending a strong message to those of color, feminists and
Muslims (many who are U S. citizens) that their human rights and equality are of no concern. The idea being enforced
is that in the year 2016, racist and misogynistic comments do not disqualify someone from election to the nation's
highest office, as long that someone is a white male. It will be interesting to see if those who faulted President Barack
Obama for fostering poor race relations will hold Trump to the same standard.
I already know the answer, and so do you.
Milton W. Hinton Jr. is director of equal opportunity for the Gloucester County government. He is past-president of
the Gloucester County Branch NAACP. His column states his personal views, not those of any organization or agency.
Email: mwhjr678@gmail.com
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National security choices stoke Muslim fears of an anti-Islamic White House
Joby Warrick;Abigail Hauslohner
News of President-elect Donald Trump's national security picks set off fresh tremors across the Islamic world on
Friday as Middle Eastern allies and Muslim American groups prepared to face advisers and potential Cabinet members
noted for harshly anti-Muslim rhetoric.
The naming of Trump's choices for attorney general, CIA director and national security adviser drew public
condemnations from Muslim civil rights groups as well as private expressions of concern from several Arab
states that cooperate closely with the United States in the fight against the Islamic State and other terrorist
groups. Some current and former government officials worried that the appointments could reinforce
perceptions among the world's Muslims that the United States is at war against Islam itself.
American civil rights organizations and faith leaders said Friday they were disturbed by Trump's appointment
of retired Lt. Gen. Michael T. Flynn to be his top national security adviser. Flynn, a former head of the Defense
Intelligence Agency, has repeatedly referred to Islam as "a cancer," claimed that a "fear of Muslims is rational"
and warned - despite a lack of evidence - that Sharia or Islamic law is spreading throughout the United States.
Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-Ala.), the president-elect's designee for attorney general, has supported Trump's call for a
temporary ban on Muslim immigrants and has suggested that a "toxic ideology" lies at the root of Islam. And Rep.
Mike Pompeo - Trump's pick for CIA director - has co-sponsored a bill to ban the Muslim Brotherhood, an Egyptbased Islamist organization that conspiracy theorists on America's far right have accused of plotting to infiltrate the
government.
The elevation of Flynn, Sessions and Pompeo to key positions triggered a rash of Googling in Middle Eastern capitals,
where none of the three is particularly well known. But what seemed quickly apparent was that all "carry a clear
hawkish line against Islam" - something that could complicate regional efforts to battle terrorist groups, said Marwan
Muasher, a former Jordanian ambassador to the United States.
"While the region has the same commitment to fight terrorism, it needs a nuanced view of Islam and of Muslims,
rather than treating all Muslims with a broad brush," said Muasher, now vice president for studies at the Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace, a think tank. "The cause of fighting terrorism will not be helped if the new
administration treats the Muslim world as a problem rather than as part of the solution."
American civil rights advocates and Muslim leaders echoed those concerns.
"All Americans should be really concerned," said Talib M. Shareef, who serves as imam and president of Washington's
Masjid Muhammad, the capital's oldest mosque. An Air Force veteran, Shareef said he worried that the appointments
would alienate allies as well as American Muslims serving in the armed forces and in government.
Five of Shareef's children are active-service military, and they have already experienced discrimination while in
uniform, he said. "When you're needed but you're not made to feel comfortable, it's going to be difficult for you to
give 100 percent. ... You are not going to excel at whatever you're needed in. And we need everybody.
"We need them, and they need us," Shareef said. "I don't care how powerful we say we are as a military, we will never
be able to fight the battles on our own."
Trump's picks have largely echoed the views of the president-elect himself, who at various points in the campaign
called for religious tests for immigrants as well as surveillance of American mosques. Terrorism experts and human
rights groups have warned that such rhetoric drives support for extremist groups by making Muslim citizens feel
unwelcome in their own country.
"The danger is that they're going to pass legislation that not only alienates Muslim countries on which we depend for
our security, but also it may alienate American Muslims and push them in the direction of our enemies," said Richard
Cohen, president of the Southern Poverty Law Center.
Both Flynn and Sessions have dismissed criticisms of their views on Islam as oversimplifications. In his 2016 book,
"The Field of Fight: How We Can Win the Global War Against Radical Islam and Its Allies," Flynn distinguishes
between radical Islamists and ordinary Muslims, though he at times resorts to harsh terms in describing the fight
against the former. He calls Islam a "political ideology" disguised as a religion.
"We're in a world war against a messianic mass movement of evil people, most of them inspired by a totalitarian
ideology: Radical Islam," he writes.
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Flynn joined the board of Act for America, an activist group that has helped introduce bills to ban Islamic
Sharia law in nearly two dozen U.S. states, shortly after he joined the Trump campaign. Act for America's
founder, Brigitte Gabriel, has assailed a "cancer called Islamofacism" that permeates a Muslim world in which
"extreme is mainstream."
Sessions has repeatedly criticized the Obama administration over its policies for admitting Syrian refugees into the
country and suggested that a religious test could be part of the process for determining who is admitted as an
immigrant.
"We have to understand that most Muslims do not adhere to this extreme ideology, but there is nothing wrong to refuse
admittance to those who distance themselves from our values," Sessions told the American Thinker, a conservative
magazine. "We need to use common sense with the who-what-where of the threat: It is the toxic ideology of Islam."
Ibrahim Hooper, spokesman for the Council on American-Islamic Relations, likened such views to a "kind of raw
bigotry that would disqualify anyone from serving in public office."
"Why it's okay to be an anti-Muslim bigot and have a powerful post in the administration is a mystery," Hooper
said. Of Flynn, whom Hooper described as "beyond the pale," he said: "He should not be in public office. We
can only imagine what policies will flow from the fact that he believes Islam is a cancer, and that he's been at
war with Islam."
Pompeo was not an outspoken Trump supporter during the presidential campaign and has been generally more
measured in his views on immigration. But following the Boston Marathon attacks in 2013, he accused Muslim
American leaders of being "potentially complicit" by failing to condemn extremist views more forcibly. Trump has
gone further, repeatedly accusing American Muslims during his campaign of knowing about terrorists in their midst.
A number of Middle Eastern leaders - most notably Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Egypt's Abdel
Fatah al-Sissi - cheered Trump's surprise victory last week, applauding the Republican's leadership style and predicting
improved relations with the White House under a Trump presidency. Erdogan also specifically praised Flynn after the
retired general published an op-ed last week supporting the extradition of Fethullah Gulen, the exiled Turkish cleric
and Pennsylvania resident whom Erdogan blames for inspiring the foiled July 15 coup against his government.
A PAC allied with the Democratic Party on Friday accused Flynn of violating federal law by failing to register with
the Justice Department as a "foreign agent" under the Foreign Agents Registration Act (FARA). The Democratic
Coalition Against Trump said Flynn signed a contract in September to lobby on behalf of a Dutch company with close
ties to the Erdogan government.
Soner Cagaptay, director of the Turkish Research Program at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy, a
Washington think tank, also said that support among the Middle East's strongmen could wane if Trump follows
through with policies that explicitly target Muslims.
"Erdogan is an authoritarian populist, and there was jubilation over Trump's presidency because he saw a similar style
of politics on the rise in the United States," Cagaptay said. "But if the administration implements policies to register
Muslims or to take other discriminatory action, it's going to be very hard for Erdogan to swallow that."
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Bolingbrook man gets 3 years for trying to join Islamic State
Associated Press
A case involving a 21-year-old man from Bolingbrook who wanted to go to Syria to join the Islamic State
highlights the quandary of dealing with impressionable young Muslims in the U.S. who fall under the sway of
the militant group's online recruiters, a federal judge said Friday as he sentenced the man to just over three
years in prison.
With time served since his arrest at a Chicago airport in 2014, Mohammed Hamzah Khan will be released late
next year, after which, his attorneys say, he intends to enroll in college. Kahn will also be subject to an
exceptionally long 20 years of close monitoring that prosecutors characterized as among the strictest in the
district.
Kahn could have faced up to 15 years in prison. Prosecutors had asked for a five-year sentence, saying Khan's
cooperation in identifying two IS recruiters justified leniency. The defense had asked for the sentence Judge
John Tharp ended up imposing.
Tharp said he couldn't reconcile Khan's desire to join IS as a 19-year-old with portrayals by family and friends of him
as caring and quick to help others. The judge's explanation was that Khan had led a "sheltered" existence at his parents'
home in Bolingbrook and so was "vulnerable to being preyed on by terrorists."
"The real issue here is risk: What is the risk that you pose to the public?" he said.
Tharp said he couldn't gauge Khan's sincerity about now rejecting IS. But he agreed that counseling and education to
broaden his world view are what Kahn needs most. A long prison term, the judge said, could make Khan more, not
less dangerous, and wouldn't ensure he never looked to a terrorist group again.
"This isn't what our prison system was made to do," Tharp added.
Standing in orange jail garb -- with his mother and father on a nearby courtroom bench -- Khan showed little emotion
during Friday's sentencing hearing in Chicago. Defendants typically appeal for leniency, but when Tharp asked
whether he wanted to speak, Khan answered: "I don't wish to make any statement right now."
Defense lawyer Thomas Durkin had argued that individuals such as Khan should not be written off without a second
chance for succumbing to adept IS propagandists who wooed them over the internet.
"Do we give in to the fear that we cannot trust that this kid will ever change?" Durkin said. "I think he deserves a
chance."Agents detained Khan with two younger siblings as they tried to board a plane at O'Hare International Airport.
Prosecutors say Khan helped indoctrinate his brother and sister, who also aspired to live in IS-controlled territory,
though they were never charged. Khan left a letter before leaving for O'Hare expressing anger over U.S.-backed
bombing of IS.
Khan's mother, Zarine Khan, told reporters last year that IS had brainwashed her son. And she added about Islamic
State: "Leave our children alone!"Tharp said he couldn't accept that Khan's hope was to get a nonmilitary job in Syria,
saying the Islamic State would surely press any young man into fighting.
"I don't believe for a second ... that you would go to Syria and work as a chef," he said.
Defense attorneys argued Khan now grasped that his ideas about IS were "unrealistic" and that he no longer glorified
its trademark brutality.
Before adjourning, the judge contrasted the image of brutal executions in IS-controlled territory against Khan's
treatment in Chicago federal court.
"Instead of public beheading, you've been given a public ... proceeding," Tharp said. "The enemy government has not
tried to kill you. It has tried to help you."
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Muslim leader condemns registry
By, Mark Curnutte
This week, a supporter of President-elect Donald Trump said in a national TV interview that Japanese
internment camps provide a precedent for a proposed registry of Muslims in the United States.
In December, Trump used his campaign website to call "for a total and complete shutdown of Muslims entering
the United States" under an entry on "preventing Muslim immigration." The candidate reiterated his call for
a travel ban in the wake of the Orlando, Florida, gay nightclub massacre in June.
For Dr. Inayat Malik, who emigrated in 1964, a travel ban for Muslims would mean a suspension of people
coming here from his home country of Pakistan.
"That country tops the list," said Malik, 76, a urologist and past president and board chair of the Islamic Center of
Greater Cincinnati in West Chester Township.
The center Sunday is sponsoring "Know Your Neighbor #IAMAMERICA" (call 513-755-3280 for information). "It
is designed to highlight that America is home to a number of faith communities and that it enriches our community,"
he said.
Malik spoke this week about increased reports of anti-Muslim incidents, the community event Sunday, and the idea
of a federal registry for Muslim immigrants and travel ban targeting Muslims.
Question: Interfaith outreach is nothing new for the Islamic Center and other Muslim communities. What's the thinking
behind these efforts?
Answer: They offer the opportunity for people who may hear or read things about Muslims and Islam to meet a
Muslim, talk with us and see we have the same aspirations, the same ambitions, the same drive. The best way to get
to know "the other" is to know "the other." We've been having these since ... 1995. We have an open house the first
Saturday of every month. We interact. We answer questions. Suspicion and distrust are bred by lack of understanding
and interaction.
Q: What would you, as a leader of a Muslim community, like to see non-Muslims do in response?
A: I wouldn't want to tell anyone what to do, but as Americans, I hope we feel that all of us are equal, regardless of
ethnicity or religion. I would hope all Americans would want to stand up and assert that claim. ... I have lived here
for more than half a century. I have faith in the goodness and basic decency of my fellow Americans. I am confident
efforts to dehumanize and otherwise diminish any other American would not be acceptable.
Q: What are your thoughts of a registry or national database that tracks Muslims?
A: I think it's appalling, for lack of a better word. I would hope we would have learned from our experience in World
War II and our treatment of Japanese-Americans. What's the difference between a Jewish registry, a Mexican registry
or a Muslim registry? There isn't any. I was at an event at Northern Kentucky University (Wednesday) night, and the
Muslim students talked about how they would go to visit their families over the summer. They said they agreed not to
go this summer. They said they are afraid they would not be let back in to finish or continue their educations.
Q: What has the response been to the Islamic Center and other Muslim communities during the presidential campaign?
A: Predominantly, it has been one of support and understanding. Maybe I am fooling myself, but I think the majority
of Americans support us. We have been encouraged by people who have told us that if the government were to start
a Muslim registry that they, as non-Muslims, would register. On the other hand, there are people on the other end of
the spectrum. My grandson is a student at Ohio State and lives near campus. The day after the election, some people
shouted at him, thinking he was Mexican, and they called him "Beano." I had never heard of that term before, but he
told me it is a derogatory one. It seems the election results have brought out the under-the-surface bigotry and racism.
Q: You have spoken in the past of the necessity of maintaining a positive attitude. Are you still optimistic?
A: I am a surgeon, basically, and looking down the road, I compare our country to the body. You might have a boil
inside your body that is making you ill and doing damage. But you can't see it. If it bursts, if it comes out and drains
and you can do something about it, you get better. I am hopeful we can see the racism and bigotry now that has been
there and that we can do something about it - that we can heal, that we can shed light on it - now that it is out in the
open.
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Romney, Trump Wrap Up Meeting; "Hamilton" Actor Challenges Pence
from Stage; Should Americans Worry about Putin, Trump Relationship?;
Trump A.G. Pick Facing Scrutiny; Trump's National Security Advisor: Islam
Is a Cancer; Could Trump's CIA Director Help Bring Back Waterboarding?;
Trump to Shape Future U.S. Supreme Court. Aired 3-4p ET
Poppy Harlow, Phil Mattingly, Lanhee Chen, Pamela Brown, Ariane de Vogue, Kimberly Dozier, Mark
Hertling
HIGHLIGHT: Today's meeting between Donald Trump and one of his fiercest critics, Mitt Romney, just
wrapped up, and the secretary of state job might have been discussed. Donald Trump defended Mike Pence
Saturday after "Hamilton" actor Brandon Victor Dixon challenged Pence from the Broadway stage during
Friday night's show. Should Americans worry Donald Trump and Russia's Vladimir Putin's very friendly
relationship? Donald Trump's pick for attorney general, Senator Jeff Sessions, is facing scrutiny over his
past, and why a Senate committee once refused to confirm him as a federal judge. Donald Trump
announced his pick for national security advisor, retired Lt. Gen. Michael Flynn, who says "Islam is
a cancer." Could Trump's new CIA director, Mike Pompeo, help Donald Trump will need to fill the open
seat on the U.S. Supreme Court left open by the late Antonin Scalia, and during his term, Trump may get
to shape the high court for decades to come.
[15:00:08] POPPY HARLOW, CNN ANCHOR: Hi, everyone, live in the CNN NEWSROOM, I'm Poppy
Harlow, in New York. It is 3:00 p.m. eastern.
Today's high-anticipated meeting between President-elect Trump and one of his fiercest critics, Mitt
Romney, has just wrapped up. The two appearing moments ago at Trump's golf club in Bedminster, New
Jersey. Their meeting was Trump's first of the day. We're told one topic that may have been up for
discussion, the job of secretary of state.
Our Phil Mattingly is live in Bedminster where the meeting just wrapped up.
Look, there's been no love lost between the two of these. Donald Trump has called Mitt Romney a choke
artist. Mitt Romney has said that Donald Trump is a phony and a fraud. But the two men met today. What
did they say?
PHIL MATTINGLY, CNN CORRESPONDENT: That's exactly right. We're a long way from that,
apparently. What we saw is what you pointed out. Foreign policy is a crucial component of what Mitt
Romney wants to talk about, and it is exactly what they spoke about. What does that mean for perhaps a
future cabinet position? That is untold. As they walked out together after an hour and 20-minute meeting,
Donald Trump cupped his hands in front of his face, said it went great. Mitt Romney said this.
(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)
MITT ROMNEY, (R), FORMER MASSACHUSETTS GOVERNOR & FORMER PRESIDENTIAL
CANDIDATE: We had a -- a far-reaching conversation with regards to the various theaters in the world
where there are interests of the United States of real significance. We discussed those areas and exchanged
our views on those topics. Very thorough and in-depth discussion in the time we had. And appreciate the
chance to speak with the president-elect. And look forward to the coming administration and the things
we'll be doing.
UNIDENTIFIED REPORTER: Governor?
(CROSSTALK)
ROMNEY: How are you doing?
Thank you.
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(END VIDEO CLIP)
MATTINGLY: As you see, Mitt Romney did not answer any of the shouted questions. He turned and
walked to his car and left. We weren't able to follow up on that.
But as you note, all the conversation appeared to be about foreign policy.
HARLOW: Right.
MATTINGLY: Now, Mitt Romney has plenty of experience on the economic side of things. That was the
big core of his 2012 campaign. But the focus on foreign policy only adding to the speculation about whether
this meeting might lead to a future position. I'm told from Trump transition officials that is a possibility,
that is certainly something they wanted to discuss.
But the big question is, is that something Donald Trump wants to settle on, and perhaps, more importantly,
is that a position Mitt Romney would want?
HARLOW: Right. Aside from the personal barbs back and forth, they've got real policy differences. On
free trade, they're on totally opposite ends of the spectrum. And the same thing on Russia, they're on totally
opposite ends of the spectrum, a huge issue now.
But we were told, Phil, that the transition team says, yep, there may be another major appointment
announced today. Any idea what that position might be?
MATTINGLY: Right now, we know there's a possibility of another appointment, and likely inside the track
of national security. Kind of lining up with what we saw yesterday. Obviously, naming the attorney general,
the national security adviser, naming the prospective CIA director yesterday a big component of a big
national security push by the Trump team. There's a possibility another name would be added to that, as
well. Poppy, we don't know what it might be yet. Expect it to be on the lines of national security, perhaps
on the intelligence side of things -- Poppy?
HARLOW: Phil Mattingly, bring us more as you have it. Thank you very much.
Let's bring in CNN political commentator and former Mitt Romney public policy director, Lanhee Chen.
Also with us, former Georgia congressman and former senior adviser to the Trump campaign, Jack
Kingston.
Thank you, gentlemen, for being here.
(CROSSTALK)
And, Lanhee, let me just begin with you.
As you know, these two men have said not the nicest things about one another. Let's take a walk down
memory lane.
(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)
ROMNEY: Donald Trump is a phony, a fraud.
DONALD TRUMP, PRESIDENT-ELECT OF THE UNITED STATES: Mitt was a disaster as a candidate.
ROMNEY: He's playing the members of the American public for suckers.
TRUMP: Romney let us win. He was a very poor campaigner.
ROMNEY: He gets a free ride to the White House and all we get is a lousy hat.
TRUMP: Romney choked like a dog. He choked. He went -(LAUGHTER)
ROMNEY: His promises are as worthless as a degree from Trump University.
TRUMP: I have a lot of friends. No, I have a lot of friends. By the way, Mitt Romney is not one of them.
(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)
HARLOW: Maybe that changes after today.
Lanhee, you wrote in Mitt Romney in this selection.
LANHEE: I did. I did, yeah.
HARLOW: You really wanted to see him as president four years ago and wanted to see him this year again.
What do you make of all of this? Can the two come together on the personal stuff and the policy stuff?
Mainly Russia, as Mitt Romney calmed the greatest LANHEE: Geopolitical.
HARLOW: -- geopolitical threat to the world back in 2012.
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LANHEE CHEN, CNN POLITICAL COMMENTATOR: I think that, at core, people have to understand
Mitt Romney is a patriot. It's not just talk. This is a guy who cares and loves -- cares for and loves his
country deeply. So immediately after the election, you saw him reaching out by saying, you know, look, I
congratulate the president-elect. They had a very nice phone call where, by all accounts, the president-elect
was gracious. I think that this is about sharing views with someone who's going to be leader of the free
world. Governor Romney cares about what's going to happen to the president-elect's administration. He
cares what's going to happen to the country.
(CROSSTALK)
[15:0519:] HARLOW: Just one second. Let me jump in and tell people. They're looking at Donald Trump,
live pictures, walking back into the golf course. The woman who just left was Michelle Rhee. Obviously,
potentially, being considered for an education post. Who knows what they said. Doesn't look like she made
any comments. We'll bring them if she does.
But continue what you were saying, Lanhee.
CHEN: No I think the basic point is this is part of a process of helping the president-elect govern well, as
the governor said when he made the remarks. They talked about a whole bunch of stuff around the world.
That's part of the process of helping the president-elect understands the challenges we face.
HARLOW: To you, Congressman, campaigning is much different than governing. You can get along with
someone when you're governing even if you didn't get along with them on the campaign. What we know
from the president-elect is that loyalty is huge for him. Let's listen.
(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)
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Trump taps Sessions, Flynn, Pompeo for top positions
Julie Pace and Jonathan Lemire; The Associated Press
Donald Trump is announcing his choices for key administration jobs, naming Alabama Sen. Jeff Sessions for attorney
general, Kansas Rep. Mike Pompeo to head the CIA and former military intelligence chief Michael Flynn as his
national security adviser
FULL TEXT
NEW YORK >> President-elect Donald Trump signaled a sharp rightward shift in U.S. national security policy Friday
with his announcement that he will nominate Alabama Sen. Jeff Sessions as attorney general and Kansas Rep. Mike
Pompeo to head the CIA, turning to a pair of staunch conservatives as he begins to fill out his Cabinet.
Trump also named retired Lt. Gen Michael Flynn as his national security adviser. A former military
intelligence chief, Flynn has accused the Obama administration of being too soft on terrorism and has cast
Islam as a "political ideology" and driver of extremism.
Sessions and Flynn were ardent Trump supporters during the campaign, and their promotions were seen in part as a
reward for their loyalty.
The selections form the first outlines of Trump's Cabinet and national security teams. Given his lack of governing
experience and vague policy proposals during the campaign, his selection of advisers is being scrutinized both in the
U.S. and abroad.
Trump's initial decisions suggest a more aggressive military involvement in counterterror strategy and a
greater emphasis on Islam's role in stoking extremism. Sessions, who is best known for his hard-line
immigration views, has questioned whether terror suspects should benefit from the rights available in U.S.
courts. Pompeo has said Muslim leaders are "potentially complicit" in attacks if they do not denounce violence
carried out in the name of Islam.
Pompeo's nomination to lead the CIA also opens the prospect of the U.S. resuming torture of detainees. Trump has
backed harsh interrogation techniques that President Barack Obama and Congress have banned, saying the U.S.
"should go tougher than waterboarding," which simulates drowning. In 2014, Pompeo criticized Obama for "ending
our interrogation program" and said intelligence officials "are not torturers, they are patriots."
Transition officials said the president-elect's senior team would be carrying out Trump's policies, not their own ideas.
"Anyone's personal view isn't what matters," said Sean Spicer, a transition communications aide.
Trump did not appear, instead releasing a statement announcing his decisions. He has made no public appearances
this week, holing up in his New York skyscraper for meetings. He is spending the weekend at his New Jersey golf
club.
Sessions and Pompeo would both require Senate confirmation before assuming their designated roles; Flynn would
not.
Most of Trump's nominees are expected to be confirmed relatively easily given the GOP majority in the Senate.
However, potential roadblocks exist, particularly for Sessions, the first senator to endorse Trump and one of the
chamber's most conservative members.
His last Senate confirmation hearing, in 1986 for a federal judgeship, was derailed over allegations that he made racist
comments, including calling a black assistant U.S. attorney "boy" in conversation. Sessions denied the accusation, but
withdrew from consideration.
Some Democrats slammed Sessions' nomination Friday, including Rep. Luis Guti[#xfffd]rrez of Illinois, who said the
senator was the right pick "if you have nostalgia for the days when blacks kept quiet, gays were in the closet,
immigrants were invisible and women stayed in the kitchen."
Still, Republicans were supportive. Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell called his Senate colleague "principled,
forthright, and hardworking" and said he looked forward to the chamber's "fair and expeditious" handing of the
nomination.
Sessions would bring to the Justice Department a consistently conservative voice. He has objected to the planned
closure of the Guantanamo Bay detention facility and has given prominence to the specter of voting fraud, a problem
that current Justice Department leaders believe is negligible.
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Pompeo, who graduated first in his class at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, is a conservative Republican
and a strong critic of Obama's nuclear deal with Iran. He has said former National Security Agency contractor Edward
Snowden should enjoy due process and then be sentenced to death for taking and releasing secret documents about
surveillance programs in which the U.S. government collected the phone records of millions of Americans.
Anthony Romero, the director of the American Civil Liberties Union, said Pompeo's views raise concerns about
"privacy and due process."
Of Trump's new personnel picks, Flynn will have the most direct access to the president. The national security adviser
works from the West Wing and is often one of the last people to meet with the president before major foreign policy
decisions are made.
Flynn built a reputation in the military intelligence community as an astute professional and unconventional thinker.
He asserted that he was forced out of the Defense Intelligence Agency in 2014 because he disagreed with Obama's
approach to combating extremism, though his critics claimed he mismanaged the agency.
In advising Trump's campaign, Flynn has emphasized that he believes the Islamic State poses an existential threat on
a global scale. He shares Trump's belief that Washington should work more closely with Moscow, and his warmth
toward Russia worries some national security experts.
Flynn traveled last year to Moscow, where he joined Russian President Vladimir Putin and other Russian officials in
a celebration of the RT network, a Russian government-controlled television channel. Flynn said he was paid for
taking part in the event, but brushed aside concerns that he was aiding a Russian propaganda effort.
The president-elect still is weighing a range of candidates for other leading national security posts. Possibilities for
secretary of state are said to include former New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani, former U.S. Ambassador to the
United Nations John Bolton, Tennessee Sen. Bob Corker and South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley, who met with Trump
Thursday.
On Saturday, Trump is to meet with retired Gen. James Mattis, a contender to lead the Pentagon. He also was meeting
with 2012 Republican presidential nominee Mitt Romney, who lambasted Trump as a "con man" and a "fraud" in a
stinging speech in March. Trump responded by repeatedly referring to Romney as a "loser."
Pace reported from Washington. Associated Press writers Catherine Lucey, Jill Colvin, Stephen Braun, Robert Burns
and Jack Gillum contributed to this report.
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Conservatives to fill key posts for Trump; President-elect names attorney
general, CIA head, security adviser.; TRUMP TRANSITION
ByJulie Pace andJonathan Lemire
NEWYORK- President-elect Donald Trump signaled a sharp rightward shift in U.S. national security policy Friday
with his announcement that he will nominate Alabama Sen. Jeff Sessions as attorney general and Kansas Rep. Mike
Pompeo to head the CIA, turning to a pair of staunch conservatives as he begins to fill out his Cabinet.
Trump also named retired Lt. Gen Michael Flynn as his national security adviser. A former military
intelligence chief, Flynn has accused the Obama administration of being too soft on terrorism and has cast
Islam as a "political ideology" and driver of extremism.
Sessions and Flynn were ardent Trump supporters
during the campaign, and their promotions were seen in part as a reward for their loyalty.
Theselectionsformthefirst outlines of Trump's Cabinet and national security teams. Given his lack of governing
experience and vague policy proposals during the campaign, his selection of advisers is being scrutinized both in the
U.S. and abroad.
Trump's initial decisions suggest a more aggressive military involvement in counter-terror strategy and a greater
emphasis on Islam's role in stoking extremism. Sessions, whoisbestknownforhishardline immigration views, has
questioned whether terror suspects should benefit from the rights available in U.S. courts. Pompeo has said
Muslimleadersare"potentially complicit"inattacksiftheydo not denounce violence carried out in the name of
Islam.
Pompeo's nomination to lead the CIA also opens the prospect of the U.S. resuming torture of detainees.
Trump has backed harsh interrogation techniques that President Barack Obama and Congress have banned, saying the
U.S. "should go tougher than waterboarding," which simulates drowning. In 2014, Pompeo criticized Obama for
"endingourinterrogationprogram" and said intelligence officials "are not torturers, they are patriots."
Trump did not announce his Cabinet choices in person, instead releasing a statement. He has made no public
appearances this week, holing up in his New York skyscraper for meetings. He is spending the weekend at his New
Jersey golf club.
Sessionsand Pompeowould both require Senate confirmation before assumingtheirdes ignatedroles; Flynn wouldnot.
Members of minority groups have voiced alarm at Trump's staff appointments so far, saying his choices threaten
national unity and promise to turn back the clock on progress for racial, religious and sexual minorities. They say
comments attributed to Trump's picks could embolden some Americans to lash out at members of minority groups
Most of Trump's nominees are expected to be confirmed relatively easily given the GOP majority in the Senate.
However, potential roadblocks exist, particularly for Sessions, the first senator to endorse Trump and one of the
chamber's most conservative members.
HislastSenateconfirmation hearing, in 1986 for a federal judgeship, was derailed over allegations that he made racist
comments, including calling a black assistant U.S. attorney "boy" in conversation. Sessions denied the accusation, but
withdrew from consideration.
Republicans were supportive on Friday. Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell called his Senate colleague
"principled, forthright, and hardworking."
Sessions would bring to the Justice Department a consistently conservative voice.
He has objected to the planned closure of the Guantanamo Bay detention facility and has given prominence to the
specter of voting fraud, a problem that current Justice Department leaders believe is negligible.
Pompeo, who graduated first in his class at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, is a conservative Republican
and a strong critic of Obama's nuclear deal with Iran. He has said former National Security Agency contractor Edward
Snowden should enjoy due processandthenbesentenced to death for taking and releasing secret documents about
surveillance programs in which the U.S. government collected the phone records of millions of Americans. Anthony
Romero, the director of the American Civil Liberties Union, said Pompeo's views raise concerns about "privacy and
due process."
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Of Trump's new personnel picks, Flynn will have the most direct access to the president. The national security adviser
works from the West Wing and is often one of the last people to meet with the presidentbeforemajorforeign policy
decisions are made.
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Anti-Militant Former General Is Pick for National Security Adviser
By MATTHEW ROSENBERG
Anyone who has spent time with Lt. Gen. Michael T. Flynn, President-elect Donald J. Trump's choice for national
security adviser, knows he is nothing if not blunt, especially when it comes to his near-obsessive focus on ''radical
Islamic terrorism.''
He has said on Twitter that ''fear of Muslims is RATIONAL,'' written that Islamic law is spreading in the
United States and said that Islam itself is more like a political ideology than a religion. The United States, he
wrote in ''Field of Fight,'' a book about radical Islam published in August, is ''in a world war, but very few
Americans recognize it.''
General Flynn, 57, a retired military intelligence officer and registered Democrat, will be the person Mr. Trump turns
to when confronted with a crisis abroad. Whether it is a renewed bloodletting in Ukraine, a Russian cyberattack on
the United States or a hurricane hitting Haiti, the national security adviser is supposed to be a steady hand and honest
broker who can provide measured and unbiased guidance to the president about how the United States should respond.
''These are not qualities readily apparent in observing General Flynn over the last few years,'' said Representative
Adam B. Schiff of California, the top Democrat on the House Intelligence Committee.
General Flynn was once counted among the most respected military officers of his generation. He spent 33 years in
the Army, becoming known as an outspoken and unconventional thinker as he climbed the ranks of military
intelligence.
He seemed to have cemented a stellar reputation during tours overseeing intelligence for Special Operations troops
in Iraq and running military intelligence in Afghanistan. In both wars, he proved unusually good at unraveling terrorist
networks.
But General Flynn's career unraveled after he was named by President Obama to run the Defense Intelligence Agency
in 2012. James R. Clapper Jr., the director of national intelligence, fired him after his attempts to change the sprawling
agency left subordinates squabbling and his superiors alarmed.
General Flynn, though, has said he was forced out for refusing to toe the administration's line that Islamist militants
were in retreat, a position that was in fact correct.
In his speeches and writing since his retirement, General Flynn has veered far from the mainstream in his views of
Islam, and has insisted that Islamist militants pose a threat to the very existence of the United States.
Fear of Muslims is RATIONAL: please forward this to others: the truth fears no questions... https://t.co/NLIfKFD9lU
-- General Flynn (@GenFlynn) February 27, 2016
In Mr. Trump, General Flynn found someone eager to hear his opinions. He backed Mr. Trump's campaign early and
loudly, and the two appeared to reinforce each other's views.
Mr. Flynn railed at a Washington elite that he saw as too cowardly to call the enemy by the name ''radical Islamic
terrorism.'' He continued to make comments that crossed the line into outright Islamophobia. And he led the raucous
''lock her up'' taunts of Hillary Clinton, drawing the ire of former colleagues in the military, most of whom see it as
their duty to stay out of politics even in retirement.
General Flynn has made few public statements since the election. But in an interview in October, he bristled at the
criticism, saying he got involved in the Trump campaign out of the same patriotic duty that led him to join the military.
The two men have much in common. There is a shared fondness for Twitter, and they both see themselves as outsiders
whose successes have never earned them the respect of the elite.
WikiLeaks: Bill Clinton Says White Working Class Hopeless - this includes many of my friends. VOTE
@realDonaldTrump https://t.co/Q4pOlw54HY -- General Flynn (@GenFlynn) November 7, 2016
For Mr. Trump, it is the kid from Queens versus the swells from Manhattan. For Mr. Flynn, it is the Army's Reserve
Officer Training Program at the University of Rhode Island, his alma mater, versus the overachievers from West Point.
He was one of nine children from an Irish Catholic family from Rhode Island -- ''definitely lower middle class,'' he
said in the interview. His father was an enlisted soldier who, after retiring, worked his way up from bank teller to vice
president of the bank. His mother earned a law degree at age 69. His brother Charlie is currently a major general in
the Army.
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Among the hard-line Republicans who now dominate the party, Mr. Flynn has become something of a cult figure for
what is seen as his brave stand against the Obama administration's perfidy.
The favorable view of Mr. Flynn is not shared by many in the Republican national security establishment, most of
whom opposed Mr. Trump, or many current and former military officers. They say he lacks the temperament and
broader worldview needed at the White House, where he will have to contend with more than just Islamist militants.
We are facing violent, but very serious and cunning radical Islamists. We can be war weary when we win. If we lose,
we have nothing. -- General Flynn (@GenFlynn) November 16, 2015
They also fear General Flynn's apparent willingness to work with President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia, who he has
said should be courted as an ally in the fight against Islamist militants. Last year, he even sat next to Mr. Putin at a
lavish anniversary dinner hosted by Russia Today, a television network funded by the Kremlin, which also paid
General Flynn to speak.
Then there is General Flynn's habit of saying things that are simply not accurate with complete conviction (Exhibit
A: Islamic law spreading in the United States). At the Defense Intelligence Agency, his subordinates called them
''Flynn facts.''
There are also concerns that the consulting firm he founded after leaving the military, the Flynn Intel Group, poses
potential conflicts of interest. The firm has business ties to Middle Eastern countries and has appeared to lobby for the
Turkish government.
Representative Elijah E. Cummings, Democrat of Maryland, released a letter on Friday that he had sent to Vice
President-elect Mike Pence seeking more information about General Flynn's apparent conflicts, and questioning why
he has been allowed to sit in on intelligence briefings with Mr. Trump.
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Muslim Americans Speak of Escalating Worry
By RICHARD PÉREZ-PEÑA and LAURIE GOODSTEIN; Sharon Otterman and Fernanda Santos contributed
reporting.
Muslim Americans, already alarmed by the election of Donald J. Trump, said Friday that Mr. Trump's choices
for crucial posts heightened their fears of discrimination, violence, deportation and even detention.
Many said they worried that a more hostile America could prompt more Muslims to join forces with terrorists.
During the presidential campaign, Mr. Trump said ''Islam hates us,'' endorsed the idea of a government
registry of Muslims and proposed suspending immigration by Muslims or people from some Muslim-majority
countries. In interviews on Friday, many Muslims said that they were not sure before the election how seriously
to take such talk, hoping that it was more political hyperbole than policy, but that the personnel moves of the
last few days had confirmed their worst fears.
At the Dream Cafe, a hookah bar in the Astoria neighborhood of Queens, Sara Khan, 17, whose parents are from
Pakistan, expressed particular concern about her family's ability to remain in the United States. ''What are we going
to do if he tries to kick us out?'' she asked of Mr. Trump.
''People from all over the world come here to find freedom,'' she said, but now she wonders what that freedom means
if ''one man can take it away.''
Mr. Trump has offered the post of national security adviser to Michael T. Flynn, a retired Army general who
has written that ''fear of Muslims is rational,'' has said that ''Islam is a political ideology'' and is ''like a
malignant cancer.'' For director of central intelligence, Mr. Trump has tapped Representative Mike Pompeo
of Kansas, who has said that ''most Islamic leaders across America'' were complicit in terrorist attacks for not
speaking out more forcefully.
He has asked Senator Jeff Sessions of Alabama, who has endorsed a Muslim immigration ban, to be attorney general,
and has named Stephen K. Bannon, whom critics have denounced as a white nationalist, as senior White House
strategist. And some Trump supporters have cited the internment of Japanese-Americans during World War II as a
possible precedent.
''I did not take Trump's statements seriously enough, and I did not take these white nationalists as seriously as I
should have,'' said Zareena Grewal, an associate professor of American studies and religious studies at Yale. ''That
these people have moved from the fringe of American politics to the very center should frighten everybody.''
Hanan Hassan, a native of Iraq who works at a refugee center in Phoenix, mostly with people from Syria, said her
mood and that of her clients had changed drastically.
''Some of us are scared of being sent back,'' she said. ''Our children are having issues at school.''
Ms. Hassan, 37, who said her parents and her brother were killed by a car bomb in Baghdad, said, ''We left home
because it was not safe there,'' but now the United States feels unsafe.
Some voiced worries about a Muslim registry, and the prospect of being tracked and investigated by the government,
noting that a registry for noncitizens from some Arab countries, in effect from 2002 to 2011, resulted in few leads on
terrorism, but many deportations. Others shrugged off the prospect, saying that they assumed they were under
surveillance already.
And people were still unsure how seriously to take the even more troubling idea -- not raised by anyone with a formal
role on the Trump team -- of internment.
''I don't put it past them,'' said Nihad Awad, executive director of the Council of American Islamic Relations.
''Personnel is policy, and Flynn considers us as the enemy, so what kind of policies is he going to push forward? The
Muslim community will be at his mercy.''
Linda Sarsour, executive director of the Arab American Association of New York, said: ''I believe in my heart that
our fellow Americans would not let that happen. I'm not saying that it definitely won't happen. The fact that we're
even having this conversation is really spreading a lot of fear in the community.''
Muslim leaders said their strategy would be to mount legal challenges and to strengthen alliances with other religious
and ethnic groups.
Muslim, Jewish and Christian clergy members and lay leaders gathered in front of mosque in Washington on Friday
in a demonstration of mutual support. Mobilized by an interfaith group called ''Shoulder to Shoulder,'' they asked
President-elect Trump to keep his election-night promise that he will serve as the president of all Americans.
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''American Muslims follow the U.S. Constitution,'' said Rizwan Jaka, chairman of the board of the ADAMS Center,
one of the nation's largest mosques, in Northern Virginia. ''We call upon this incoming administration to also follow
it.''
They refrained from criticizing Mr. Trump or his selections, and instead called on them to recognize that American
Muslims serve the United States as doctors, teachers and law enforcement officers. They said that, contrary to claims
by Mr. Pompeo and others, American Muslims routinely denounce terrorist attacks perpetrated by Islamic extremists,
and have been credited by the Department of Homeland Security with preventing attacks by reporting suspects to the
authorities.
Usama Shami, president of the Islamic Community Center in Phoenix, said he had received an outpouring of support
from non-Muslims, including some who came in person to join in Friday Prayers, and others who offered to register
as Muslims if a registry is created.
''All of that gives us comfort,'' Mr. Shami said. ''The problem is, in this day and age -- this is 2016, almost 2017 -we're going backward. Make America great again? How? Having an internment camp for Muslims as they had for
Japanese? Appointing Islamophobes for key positions?''
Still, some Muslims held out hope that the Trump team may be more bluster than real threat.
''He is a businessman, and businessmen have plenty of masks they wear everyday,'' said Heshem Hassane, 42, an
Egyptian immigrant who owns an ironworks in New York. He expressed doubt about whether the new administration
would follow through on some plans, but added, ''there's no person who's not concerned unless he's isolated about
what's going on.''
For many Muslims, their fears are less about Trump administration policies than about a hostile atmosphere
that they say could promote violence against them. The FBI reported this week that anti-Muslim hate crimes
rose 67 percent in 2015, and Muslim groups say 2016 is on track to be worse.
''Every day people are calling from all over the country to tell me about incidents and attacks, and I have to tell
people, I'm not a Trump emergency responder,'' Dr. Grewal said. ''People are worried about their actual, physical
safety, about attacks. People are asking, 'Do we buy a gun? Do we get a dog?' ''
For many Muslims, the worst prospect of all is that members of their community, alienated by the political
atmosphere and government action, could heed calls by Islamic extremists to carry out terrorist attacks.
''ISIS will have more disenfranchised people, people pushed to the margins, to appeal to,'' Mr. Awad said. ''This is
music to their ears.''
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Shifting U.S. policy to right, Trump taps Sessions, Flynn
NEW YORK - President-elect Donald Trump signaled a sharp rightward shift in U.S. national security policy Friday
with his announcement that he will nominate Alabama Sen. Jeff Sessions as attorney general and Kansas Rep. Mike
Pompeo to head the CIA, turning to a pair of staunch conservatives as he begins to fill out his Cabinet.
Trump also named retired Lt. Gen Michael Flynn as his national security adviser. A former military
intelligence chief, Flynn has accused the Obama administration of being too soft on terrorism and has cast
Islam as a "political ideology" and driver of extremism.
Sessions and Flynn were ardent Trump supporters during the campaign, and their promotions were seen in part as a
reward for their loyalty.
The selections form the first outlines of Trump's Cabinet and national security teams. Given his lack of governing
experience and vague policy proposals during the campaign, his selection of advisers is being scrutinized both in the
U.S. and abroad.
Trump's initial decisions suggest a more aggressive military involvement in counterterror strategy and a
greater emphasis on Islam's role in stoking extremism. Sessions, who is best known for his hard-line
immigration views, has questioned whether terror suspects should benefit from the rights available in U.S.
courts. Pompeo has said Muslim leaders are "potentially complicit" in attacks if they do not denounce violence
carried out in the name of Islam.
Pompeo's nomination to lead the CIA also opens the prospect of the U.S. resuming torture of detainees. Trump has
backed harsh interrogation techniques that President Barack Obama and Congress have banned, saying the U.S.
"should go tougher than waterboarding," which simulates drowning. In 2014, Pompeo criticized Obama for "ending
our interrogation program" and said intelligence officials "are not torturers, they are patriots."
In a separate matter Friday, it was announced that Trump had agreed to a $25 million settlement to resolve three
lawsuits over Trump University, his former school for real estate investors. The lawsuits alleged the school misled
students and failed to deliver on its promises in programs that cost up to $35,000.
Trump has denied the allegations and has said repeatedly he would not settle. New York Attorney General Eric
Schneiderman, who announced the settlement, called it "a stunning reversal by Donald Trump and a major victory for
the over 6,000 victims of his fraudulent university."
Messages seeking comment from Trump attorneys and a spokeswoman were not immediately returned.
On Friday night, Vice President-elect Mike Pence became the latest celebrity to attend the Broadway hit show
"Hamilton" -- but he was the first to leave with an earful.
Actor Brandon Victor Dixon, who plays Arron Burr, the nation's third vice president, recited a message from the
stage for his political descendant after the curtain call: "We, sir, are the diverse America who are alarmed and anxious
that your new administration will not protect us, our planet, our children, our parents, or defend us and uphold our
inalienable rights," he said. "We truly hope this show has inspired you to uphold our American values, and work on
behalf of all of us."
Pence's appearance at the show drew both cheers and boos. He ducked out before Dixon's speech.
Trump did not announce his Cabinet choices in person, instead releasing a statement. He has made no public
appearances this week, holing up in his New York skyscraper for meetings. He is spending the weekend at his New
Jersey golf club.
Sessions and Pompeo would both require Senate confirmation before assuming their designated roles; Flynn would
not.
Members of minority groups have voiced alarm at Trump's staff appointments so far, saying his choices threaten
national unity and promise to turn back the clock on progress for racial, religious and sexual minorities. They say
comments attributed to Trump's picks could embolden some Americans to lash out at members of minority groups
Most of Trump's nominees are expected to be confirmed relatively easily given the GOP majority in the Senate.
However, potential roadblocks exist, particularly for Sessions, the first senator to endorse Trump and one of the
chamber's most conservative members.
His last Senate confirmation hearing, in 1986 for a federal judgeship, was derailed over allegations that he made racist
comments, including calling a black assistant U.S. attorney "boy" in conversation. Sessions denied the accusation, but
withdrew from consideration.
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Republicans were supportive on Friday. Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell called his Senate colleague
"principled, forthright, and hardworking."
Sessions would bring to the Justice Department a consistently conservative voice. He has objected to the planned
closure of the Guantanamo Bay detention facility and has given prominence to the specter of voting fraud, a problem
that current Justice Department leaders believe is negligible.
Pompeo, who graduated first in his class at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, is a conservative Republican
and a strong critic of Obama's nuclear deal with Iran. He has said former National Security Agency contractor Edward
Snowden should enjoy due process and then be sentenced to death for taking and releasing secret documents about
surveillance programs in which the U.S. government collected the phone records of millions of Americans.
Anthony Romero, the director of the American Civil Liberties Union, said Pompeo's views raise concerns about
"privacy and due process."
The president-elect is still weighing a range of candidates for other leading national security posts. Possibilities for
secretary of state are said to include former New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani, former U.S. Ambassador to the
United Nations John Bolton, Tennessee Sen. Bob Corker and South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley, who met with Trump
Thursday.
On Saturday, Trump was to meet with retired Gen. James Mattis, a contender to lead the Pentagon. He was also
meeting with 2012 Republican presidential nominee Mitt Romney, who lambasted Trump as a "con man" and a "fraud"
in a stinging speech in March. Trump responded by repeatedly referring to Romney as a "loser."
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Sessions is Trump's pick to lead Justice Department
By JULIE PACE and JONATHAN LEMIRE Associated Press
New York - President-elect Donald Trump signaled a sharp rightward shift in U.S. national security policy Friday
with his announcement that he will nominate Alabama Sen. Jeff Sessions as attorney general and Kansas Rep. Mike
Pompeo to head the CIA, turning to a pair of staunch conservatives as he begins to fill out his Cabinet.
Trump also named retired Lt. Gen Michael Flynn as his national security adviser. Word of Flynn's imminent
appointment had leaked Thursday. A former military intelligence chief, Flynn has accused the administration
of President Barack Obama of being too soft on terrorism and has cast Islam as a "political ideology" and
driver of extremism.
Sessions and Flynn were ardent Trump supporters during the campaign, and their promotions were seen in part as a
reward for their loyalty.
The selections form the first outlines of Trump's Cabinet and national security teams. Given his lack of governing
experience and vague policy proposals during the campaign, his selection of advisers is being scrutinized both in the
U.S. and abroad.
Trump's initial decisions suggest a more aggressive military involvement in counterterrorism strategy and a
greater emphasis on Islam's role in stoking extremism. Sessions, who is best known for his hard-line
immigration views, has questioned whether terrorism suspects should benefit from the rights available in U.S.
courts. Pompeo has said Muslim leaders are "potentially complicit" in attacks if they do not denounce violence
carried out in the name of Islam.
Pompeo's nomination to lead the CIA also opens the prospect of the U.S.'s resuming torture of detainees. Trump has
backed harsh interrogation techniques that Obama and Congress have banned, saying the U.S. "should go tougher than
waterboarding," which simulates drowning. In 2014, Pompeo criticized Obama for "ending our interrogation program"
and said intelligence officials "are not torturers, they are patriots."
'VERY CONCERNED'
Session's Senate confirmation hearing is likely to rehash racially charged allegations that derailed his efforts to become
a federal judge and made him a symbol of black-voter intimidation under the administration of President Ronald
Reagan.
If confirmed, Sessions would have broad latitude to define how federal prosecutors across the country wield their
powers and make changes to the Justice Department's priorities.
Lawmakers and advocates expressed concern Friday that Sessions could sideline or undo the Obama administration's
civil rights efforts, which have included investigations of police departments for unconstitutional practices and
lawsuits meant to protect the rights of transgender individuals and black voters.
"Given some of his past statements and his staunch opposition to immigration reform, I am very concerned about what
he would do with the Civil Rights Division at the Department of Justice and want to hear what he has to say," incoming
Democratic minority leader Sen. Chuck Schumer of New York said in a statement.
Senate majority leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., said he strongly supported Sessions, who he said "has worked
tirelessly to safeguard the public and to improve the lives of Americans from all walks of life.
Sessions' peers on the Senate Judiciary Committee will almost certainly delve into the Alabama senator's past
statements on race at his confirmation hearing. The panel's top Democrat, Sen. Patrick Leahy of Vermont, hinted as
much on Friday, saying the "American people deserve to learn about Senator Sessions' record."
Leahy voted against Sessions for a district judgeship when he last came before the Judiciary Committee in 1986.
In that hearing, Sessions was criticized for joking in the presence of an attorney with the Justice Department's Civil
Rights Division that the Ku Klux Klan was "OK" until he learned they smoked marijuana. He was also said to have
called a black assistant U.S. attorney "boy" and the NAACP "un-American" and "communist-inspired."
Sessions, a former prosecutor, has said the racially charged allegations against him have been painful to him and an
unfair stain on his public reputation.
In defending his record, Sessions is likely to point to his vote to confirm Eric Holder as the country's first black
attorney general and to his sponsorship of the bipartisan Fair Sentencing Act, which sought to reduce racial disparities
in how black and white drug offenders are treated.
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When he was U.S. Attorney in Alabama, his office investigated the 1981 murder of Michael Donald, a black man who
was kidnapped, beaten and killed by two Klansmen who hanged his body in a tree. The two men were later arrested
and convicted.
"He couldn't have been more supportive of making sure we got convicted the murderers of the last black man who
was lynched by the Klan," said former Justice Department attorney Barry Kowalski, who worked with Sessions.
Wade Henderson, the president of the Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights, said, however, that "those
incidents don't obliterate the well-established record of hostility to civil rights enforcement in other areas."
OBAMA CRITICS
Pompeo, who graduated first in his class at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, is a conservative Republican
and a strong critic of Obama's nuclear deal with Iran. He has said former National Security Agency contractor Edward
Snowden should enjoy due process and then be sentenced to death for taking and releasing secret documents about
surveillance programs in which the U.S. government collected the phone records of millions of Americans.
Anthony Romero, the director of the American Civil Liberties Union, said Pompeo's views raise concerns about
"privacy and due process."
Flynn built a reputation in the military intelligence community as an astute professional and unconventional thinker.
He asserted that he was forced out of the Defense Intelligence Agency in 2014 because he disagreed with Obama's
approach to combating extremism, though his critics claimed he mismanaged the agency.
He shares Trump's belief that Washington should work more closely with Moscow, and his warmth toward Russia
worries some national security experts.
Flynn traveled last year to Moscow, where he joined Russian President Vladimir Putin and other Russian officials in
a celebration of the RT network, a Russian government-controlled television channel. Flynn said he was paid for
taking part in the event but brushed aside concern that he was aiding a Russian propaganda effort.
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After backlash, change to no-mask law dropped; Advocates say official
targeted Muslim women
Russ Bynum
HIGHLIGHT: John Bazemore / Associated Press A Georgia lawmaker has discarded an effort to
revise a law that targets the Ku Klux Klan after critics said the change was aimed at Muslim religious
headgear.
SAVANNAH, Ga. - Advocates accused a Georgia lawmaker of targeting Muslim women with
proposed changes to a 1951 state law passed to unmask the Ku Klux Klan, creating a backlash that
prompted the Republican legislator to quickly discard the idea. State Rep. Jason Spencer came under
fire from the American Civil Liberties Union and Muslim advocacy groups who called his proposal
a veiled attempt to ban Muslim women from wearing scarves and other religious headgear that covers
their faces in public - just as the law has prohibited Klan members from wearing masks during rallies
and marches on public property.
"It is a naked and despicable attempt to exploit the current wave of anti-Muslim sentiment by targeting
Muslim women," Heather Weaver, an attorney for the American Civil Liberties Union in Washington, said
Thursday. 'Visceral reaction' Spencer said the bill he introduced for next year's session of the Georgia
Legislature would simply be "adding clarity" to a law passed decades ago to safeguard against what he
called "threats from masked terrorists." But by Thursday evening, Spencer announced in a statement posted
on the Georgia House website that he was withdrawing his proposal "due to the visceral reaction it has
created." He confirmed the decision in an email to the Associated Press. "While this bill does not contain
language that specifically targets any group, I am mindful of the perception that it has created," Spencer's
statement said. "My objective was to address radical elements that could pose a threat to public safety."
One thing neither side mentioned amid the controversy: Georgia's highest court has narrowly interpreted
the 1951 law to apply only when one wears a mask to intimidate others. Spencer's bill made no mention of
Islam or religious garments, but it clearly took aim at women. Although the existing law states that a person
commits a misdemeanor "when he wears a mask" or other face-hiding garment on public property, Spencer's
version would amend it to read "he or she." The proposal also would have banned people from wearing
anything that conceals their faces in photographs used for Georgia driver's licenses and other official state
IDs - something the Georgia Department of Driver Services already prohibits. "It makes it clear the law is
targeted at people of faith, especially women who wear face veils," said Edward Ahmed Mitchell, executive
director of the Georgia chapter of the Council of American-Islamic Relations. "This is a slap in the face of
Georgia Muslims." Narrow ruling Known as the "Anti-Mask Act," the original law was approved 65 years
ago when masked Klansmen used threats and violence to intimidate blacks and other minority groups in
Georgia. Supporters of the law argued masked hoods allowed Klan members to terrorize in anonymity.
That law has never been used to stop people from covering their heads or faces for religious reasons. And
it doesn't look like that would have been allowed even if Spencer's bill became law. In 1990, the Georgia
Supreme Court rejected a suing Klan member's argument that the anti-mask law "criminalizes a substantial
amount of innocent behavior" such as wearing a ski mask in the winter or wearing sunglasses. In upholding
the anti-mask law, Georgia's high court ruled it applied "only to mask-wearing conduct" that "provokes a
reasonable apprehension of intimidation, threats or violence."
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Pres-Elect Trump Taps Sen. Sessions for Attorney General; Pres-Elect
Trump Taps Lt. Gen. Flynn for Natl. Security Adviser Position; Pres-Elect
Trump Taps Rep. Pompeo for CIA Director; Trump & Romney to Meet;
Major Averages Down; Oil Down, Gold Down
Trish Regan, Connell McShane, Michael Waltz, Todd Starnes, Blake Burman, Charlie Gasparino
TRISH REGAN, "THE INTELLIGENCE REPORT" HOST: Thank you, Neil! Yeah, it's a busy day for Presidentelect Donald Trump, as he announces three key appointments to his administration today.
I am Trish Regan. Welcome everyone to "The Intelligence Report."
The appointments are coming fast and furious right now. OK, so here we go, let's get up to speed. We got Senator Jeff
Sessions from Alabama, an early Trump supporter, the first senator in fact to support Trump for Attorney General.
Lieutenant General Mike Flynn for National Security Adviser, Flynn has been outspoken about the dangers of
radical Islam saying it is a political ideology that hide behind this religion, you know, something we have
discussed over and over again at length on this program, and Representative Mike Pompeo from Kansas for
director of the CIA.
All three of these nominees have been fierce critics of President Obama's handling of terrorism and National
Security. Unlike President-elect Trump, General Flynn, as I mentioned, is not afraid to name our enemy,
Radical Islam. And he has called Islam a political ideology, Congressman Pompeo has been a fierce critic of
President Obama's nuclear deal with Iran and Senator Sessions is a strong supporter of tough immigration
enforcement policies.
But some of these nominees are getting mixed reviews, with critics worried that they will be to anti-Islam, to antiimmigrant, and the latest on today's appointment and the controversy surrounding some of these nominees.
I want to go to our Connell McShane who is outside Trump Tower right now. Hey, Connell.
CONNELL MCSHANE, FOX CORRESPONDENT: Hey there Trish! You know, it's interesting it with, everything
you just went through, no surprise they know that these three gentlemen would be hearing it from the other side, from
the Democrats that are processing the nominations today. The one important point to make those two of the three
positions require Senate confirmation, General Flynn, is national security adviser will not.
Now, on Senator Sessions first, that is senate minority leader Chuck Schumer put a statement out now, I read part of
that to you, about Senator Sessions, he says, "I know Senator Sessions and we work out at the gym, but the fact that
he is a senator does not absolve him from answering tough questions in the confirmation process given some of his
past statements and staunch oppositions to immigration reform, I'm very concerned about what he would do at the
Civil Rights Division at the Department of Justice. I want to hear what he has to say."
Now, possibly referring two years ago when Senator Sessions was nominated to be a federal judge, nomination did
not go through it, was stopped and part because of some racially charged comments that he had made back in the '80s.
Now, on General Flynn, we got a say from the top Democrat on the House Intelligent Committee which to be Adam
Schiff, I'll also read part of that to you, it's interesting. "I believe that the President-elect would be best serve by a
National Security Adviser who brings a study and thoughtful demeanor to the Oval Office and can help offset the
potentially impulsive nature of the next President. These are not qualities readily apparent deserving General Flynn
over the last few years."
Now, that doesn't really matter, because as I said that's the one position that does not require Senate approval, not that
Congressman Schiff is a member of the Senate. But the same Congressman Schiff actually was quite supportive of
his colleague, the Republican Mike Pompeo nominated as CIA director, he said, he is someone who will listen and
will engage, as your reference there are some concerns about his stints on torture that other's have brought up of course
that would be relevant to the CIA. He had talked about the controversial enhance interrogation techniques that were
employed after 9/11, and he said that those that put him in place at the CIA were heroes, were not torturers.
Now, we spoke to Sean Spicer at the RNC, Trish about all this earlier and he said that the Congressman would be
implementing President-elect Trump's views of the CIA, not necessarily his own, back to you.
REGAN: All right. Thank you so much Connell McShane.
All right, for more analysis on today's appointments, I'm joined by Fox News Contributor Lieutenant Colonel Michael
Waltz and former Army Ranger and Democratic strategist Robin Biro. Good to have both of you guys here.
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All right, Colonel first over to you, I mean the criticism from the left is that basically these guys are going to be too
tough when it comes to immigration, when it comes to dealing with Islam as a religion versus political ideology.
We say the ideology what to you.
LT.COL. MICHAEL WALTZ, FOX NEWS CONTRIBUTOR: Well, let's start with General Flynn who has served
in the Pentagon and the joint staff, he serve out the combatant commands and importantly he serve out in the field
recently with General McChrystal in both Iraq and in Afghanistan. He knows how to kind of, herd the cats so to speak
across the vast policy in our agency, DOD, State Departments, CIA, Treasury, and everyone else and how they kind
of get the interagency on board behind the President's agenda.
REGAN: OK, so operational knowledge in other words counts for something.
WALTZ: That counts for a lot.
REGAN: The criticism of him, Robin, is, of course, you well know, that he perhaps has ties to Russia that might be
considered unseemly. I mean, look, I'll tell you, we've made the point all along here on the show that you might want
to think about teaming up with a place like Russia right now in the fight against ISIS, in that enemy of my enemy is
thus my friend. And while, you know, we don't want to be too cozy with Putin, let's face it, we got the same goal, we
want to take out Islamic extremists. This is something a view that General Flynn also adheres to and this is something
he's being criticized for, why?
ROBIN BIRO, FORMER ARMY RANGER: Well, Trish, the basic reason is that they're conflating Muslims with
terrorism, but you just said it accurately that .
REGAN: No, he, I mean, he said Islamic extremism.
BIRO: Yeah, OK.
WALTZ: Right.
BIRO: But what I -- but my main concern is that he -- no one is questioning his military prowess, but he was pushed
out of the Defense Intelligence Agency in 2014 and essentially forced into retirement, because he was actually accused
of disclosing classified information intentionally to Pakistan. Now, for a campaign that won against Hillary Clinton,
hammered her for 17 months for her e-mails and transparency, I'm a little concerned, I think, that's hypocritical.
REGAN: In other, he's also been criticized for being too much his own man, in his policies were definitely at odds
with what President Obama wanted to implement, but, you know, as much as you need to do the job of your boss, you
also, and we saw how much trouble this land of Hillary Clinton and when she was out there, you know, campaigning
for TPP, the Trans-Pacific Trade Deal, well then trying to say, oh, really, I wasn't so crazy about the thing.
He also have to be wrong person and all of this and you navigate the sort of, potentially treacherous waters between
what you want, what you think is best, and what the boss thinks is best. That said, Colonel, it seems this though Flynn
-- General Flynn and Donald Trump seem to be more in agreement than disagreement.
WALTZ: Well, you know, the number one job of the National Security Adviser is to be the key National Security
Adviser to the President, and run the National Security Council Staff. And General Flynn understands that what we're
facing here is a global war against Islamic extremism. And, you know, it's relatively easy to bomb a tank, hard to
bomb an idea when you need to put a long term strategy and place to undermine the credibility of that idea like we
did against communism and like we did against fascism .
REGAN: Yeah, there's -- it's a big shift though .
WALTZ: . I think that's going to be that Barack of what you see him do.
REGAN: And it's a big, sort of, awakening for the left as they deal with the reality that are people are going to tough
on the stuff. Thank you so much .
WALTZ: That's right.
REGAN: . both, to you both, Colonel and Robin. I want to move on to President-elect Donald Trump who's going to
be meeting with Mitt Romney tomorrow. There are reports that Mr. Trump wants to tap Governor Romney to be
Secretary of State. Kind of, like the ultimate odd couple, right? I mean remember all this?
(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)
FORMER GOVERNOR MITT ROMNEY, (R) MASSACHUSETTS: Donald Trump is a phony, a fraud, his promises
are as worthless as a degree from Trump University.
DONALD TRUMP, U.S. PRESIDENT-ELECT: He was begging for my endorsement. I could have said Mitt, drop
to your knees, he would have dropped to his knees. He was begging.
ROMNEY: There is plenty of evidence that Mr. Trump is a con man, and fake, Mr. Trump has changed his positions
not just over the years, but over the course of the campaign.
TRUMP: Mitt is a failed candidate. He fails.
(END VIDEO CLIP)
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REGAN: We know what they say, politics makes strange bedfellows, and that they're maybe no better example be
right now than this, Mitt Romney as Secretary of State? All right President Obama appointed onetime rival Hillary
Clinton to be his Secretary of State.
Joining me right now Executive Editor of the "The Weekly Standard", Fred Barnes. Fred good to see you.
FRED BARNES, EXECUTIVE EDITOR, THE WEEKLY STANDARD: Thank you.
REGAN: You know, look, Romney has said some pretty bad stuff about Donald Trump.
BARNES: Yeah, sure yes.
REGAN: Trump also said bad stuff about Romney. And I know it's not easy to forgive, but now Donald Trump is
President and, you know, Mitt Romney, he kind of seems in some ways like he'd be better as Secretary of State than
he ever would have been as President. What do you think of this idea of Secretary Romney?
BARNES: Well, secretary of something, but not Secretary of State. You know, the nominations that were announced
today whether it's Jeff Sessions of Justice, or Mike Flynn as a National Security Adviser, or Mike Pompeo with the
CIA, they all fit the job perfectly. Sessions had been U.S. Attorney and Chairman of the Judiciary Committee and so
on. They fit the job. They have the right experience. The complaints about them are that they're conservatives who are
critics of President Obama.
Now, I just don't think Mitt Romney fits the job of Secretary of State, now look, I think it's smart that they get together.
I mean, politics is -- when it's done best is a matter of addition, you like to have Mitt Romney on your side. There may
be a position for him .
REGAN: Why do you say, it's not right as Secretary of State? Not the right background?
BARNES: Well, you know, no, he doesn't at all. You know, one of the problems that being Secretary of State, you
want somebody with some experience there who knows the Foreign Service, because the Foreign Service will take
over your secretaryship and in that will effect be running it and you don't know it when you're Secretary of State,
unless there's someone like, the John Bolton, for instance, who's been there and knows how the foreign service, which
he please by .
REGAN: OK .
BARNES: .. large that Obama's foreign policy.
REGAN: . but, you know, Hillary Clinton not in that that we're holding here off is a-- anything to look forward to as
Secretary of State, but Hillary Clinton walked in without a ton of experience in that field. I mean there been plenty of
examples of Secretary of States that weren't necessarily schooled in the Foreign Services operation?
BARNES: Well, I'm trying to think of George Schultz who done lots of things, I guess he hadn't been in the State
Department. He was Ronald Reagan's Secretary of State for a long time.
REGN: All right. You say Romney, know -- you know, let me ask you about this though. If you're Donald Trump,
how do you get over some of the things that Mitt Romney said about you? I mean forget about Romney getting over
Trump, he's going to have to as are all those never-Trump's was out there, they're getting over it fast because that's the
reality of life right now.
But, how does Donald Trump get over them. I mean how do you ever trust a guy that -- you know, don't you worry
that he's running around behind your back the minute something goes wrong and saying, you know, look, I told you
so?
BARNES: Well, there's one way to guard against that, and that's not make him Secretary of State. But you wanting - you want him in the tent. You want him as a part of the coalition. Now, he was the leader of the Never Trump
movement really and said some very sharp things, but Trump, it is good for Trump, it will serve Trump best if
Romney's on his side .
REGAN: Because then you're united, right?
BARNES: Yeah.
REGAN: And then, you know, the Democrats, because they're going to come poking and they're going to come
prodding, and they're going to try and, you know, make things difficult for Trump and for Republicans. You can stand
there and say you know what? There are no holes here, there's no opportunity because we are a united front.
BARNES: Well, look, I mean at the Republican Party really united in the last couple weeks of the campaign. We saw
Trump got 90 percent of the Republican vote and now that he's gotten elected, it's uniting even more. You know, the
three Bush's called and congratulated Donald Trump despite what he had said about them, so I think it's right for
Trump to deal with Mitt Romney and maybe find some job for him, not Secretary of State.
REGAN: And hey, look, if you're playing chess instead of checkers, you probably want the likes of Mitt Romney as
tough as it is. And, you know, look, there are a lot of members of the base that still don't like Romney and all that he
represents, but again in this game of chess, maybe it's better to have everyone on your side.
BARNES: The base is important Trish, but it's not the entire Trump coalition. That's where -- look, there may be a
place where Romney can fit in.
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REGAN: OK. You say Secretary of something, just not Secretary of State, very interesting, Fred Barnes thank you so
much.
All right, the left-wing national media bashing President-elect Trump's choice of Steve Bannon as Chief Strategist,
yet barely a word has been reported about the controversial history of the man who may lead the Democratic Party, a
man with ties to the nation of Islam. So, why the double stand? Brent Bozell of the Media Research Center joins me
on this next.
REGAN: A new Media Research Center study is exposing the blatant bias of the left-wing National Media. Since
Sunday night, the big three networks devoted 41 minutes and 46 seconds of coverage to Trump's Chief Strategist Steve
Bannon, 74 percent of which was negative. By comparison, there were only two minutes of coverage on Congressman
Keith Ellison, the man running or thought to be in line for Chairman of the DNC. And none of that coverage was
negative.
So let me share with you what we know about Keith Ellison. Mr. Ellison has been accused of having ties to radical
Islam, The Muslim Brotherhood. He has actually implied that President Bush was behind 9/11 and has spoken out
against Israel, calling it an apartheid State. Now, all I understand it is important to look into anyone that may have the
President here. We also need to ask why is the scrutiny so one sided? Why is no one in the media save us willing to
take a hard look at Keith Ellison and the potential new head of the Democratic National Committee.
Joining me from the Media Research Center, the organization that did this full study, Brent Bozell. Brent is looking
at it. You know, Brent -- I guess that the media wants to do a deep dive of anyone around Trump, as they should. But
what I don't get is why aren't they subjecting the other side to a similar level of scrutiny?
BRENT BOZELL, MEDIA RESEARCH CENTER: You know, Trish, there's a reason why by 10-1 the American
people believe that the news media are in the tank for the Democratic Party, it's because they're in the tank for the
Democratic Party. This is nothing new, this is something we've seen for 30 years. Let's go back to Reagan, with every
Reagan appointee, it was a scorched earth, just repeating any rumor, any story you heard anywhere.
Look at these attacks on Steve Bannon. I was telling Neil Cavuto just yesterday. Google Steve Bannon and the White
Supremacists, and when you find this all sort of, stories about him and the White Supremacist. The only thing that's
missing is a lick of evidence. Is all the media talking to each other and pushing them. Jeff Sessions today, somebody
dredges up, some accusation made years and years ago by somebody who called him a racist with no evidence behind
it .
REGAN: Yeah, and by the way, he denied those alligations and some he said, others were taken out of context, but
nobody necessarily wants to hear that side. When you look at what the media has called Steve Bannon, they said white
supremacist, extremist, racist, anti-Semitic, they, you know, they look at some of the comments I supposed that are
made on the Breitbart site, and that gets them quite riled up. But, you know, you look at Keith Ellison.
Tell us about Keith Ellison what is it that people need to know about Representative Ellison who could very well take
over the Democratic National Committee?
BOZELL: What do we need to know? Number one, deep ties to the Muslim brotherhood, number two, a defender and
support -- promoter of Louis Farrakhan. Number three, he's not only acquaint -- he's not only suggested George Bush
in 9/11, he's also likened the rise of Donald Trump to the rise of Adolph Hitler. He also believes .
REGAN: By the way, Brent, I heard that one a lot. I want to jump in on that, because I heard that a lot, from not just,
you know, whether it's Keith Ellison but actually some mainstream media sources like quite a few of them and I think
that that was one that, you know, I mean, it's like it crosses a line at some point that this has just become too acceptable
to say that, you know, Donald Trump and his supporters represents in what we saw in Nazi, Germany, my goodness,
I mean that's when you -- I think we just know the things had across the line here at the point of no return.
BOZELL: Well, you know, it does assist, you know, you're in the realm of the observe but they really do believe this.
I mean this is why college students all over the country are been giving hot cocoa right now by their professors because
they are really, really upset and crying about this. So they're likening him, I'm surprised he hasn't been likened to sink
yet. But I imagine that's coming .
REGAN: I think that has come out as Hillary Clinton might have done that. You know, it was very much good versus
evil, right? This is evil, and it's OK.
BOZELL: Yeah but do -- but do you before Trish. Yeah, Trish your point is absolutely right, you should do a deep
dive, you should cover these people, but number one, look at facts and look at them honestly, and stop reporting any
kind of scuttlebutt that you found 30 years ago, and number two, be consistent on it. There has been such inconsistency
for decades, if you look at one position after another, whether it was Ronald Reagan, George Bush 43, George Bush
41. This is a classic constant your just attack, attack, attack.
And Trish, here the cover of the important thing is personal attacks. They're all personal smears, and there comes to
the point where the American people just say enough of this. This is why they rejected the media so strongly this year
in the presidential campaign.
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REGAN: Yeah, you're right, and, you know, what it's another one of the reasons why they went for Donald Trump.
Brent, it's always good to see you .
BOZELL: Yeah.
REGAN: . thanks for joining the show. Good to have you here.
BOZELL: Thanks Trish.
REGAN: All right, you know, speaking of all this bias it's not just in media, it's also in schools, a disturbing story
coming to us right now at San Francisco. A public school teacher there, creating a new lesson plan to explain this
election to students, blaming sexism and racism for Trump's victory. I mean this is the lesson plan that this teacher
wants to give out. No wonder these kids are so confused right now, and no wonder you see them walking out of school
in protests because of what some of the adults there with their own agendas are teaching them. We have the story right
after this.
(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)
FAKRAH SHAH, ANTI-TRUMP TEACHER: We should all take a sense, you know, and we should spaces in our
school that in our communities where student can have their voices heard.
I wanted to be a call to all teachers .
(END VIDEO CLIP)
REGAN: All right. So, that was a San Francisco high school teacher. Her name is Fakrah Shah and she was defending
the classroom lesson plan that she created in response to the recent election in which she accuses President-elect
Donald Trump and his supporters of racism and sexism. In it she write I will share, "Let us please not sidestepped the
fact that a racist and sexist man has become the president of our country by pandering to a huge racist and sexiest
base". She goes on to say, "Do not tell the students that we have lost and that we have to accept this". Her lesson plan
was quickly circulated by her teachers union.
Todd Starnes, the Fox News Radio, joins me right now. Well, I guess everybody loves be victim, you know, that's
certainly what it sounds like, because if you look at the data, people said over and over again in this election Todd,
the economy was the number one issue. And well things maybe great in San Francisco where she's from. They're not
so great in Ohio. They're not so great in Michigan, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, were all of this people are saying look,
here is a candidate in Donald Trump that represents us in our economic interest for a change.
TODD STARNES, CONSERVATIVE COLUMNIST: You know, earlier on the campaign I was pointing out my
radio commentaries on my column, that Donald Trump was doing something no one else was doing including in the
Republican primary. He was personalizing this issue of job loss. And he was calling out the companies that were
actually sending those jobs across the boarder to Mexico, the carrier air conditioning are plant in Indiana for example.
So, you talk about victims here, the true victim in San Francisco is the truth, because it really doesn't matter anymore,
and what's happening that .
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America faces a time for racial healing
Marc H. Morial
As far back as June of last year, the National Urban League called upon all presidential candidates to refrain from
using racially divisive and disparaging language in their campaigns.
In the ensuing months, we heard an unprecedented call to ban all Muslims from the nation, even United States
citizens. That call was followed by more than two dozen anti-Muslim attacks in the United States, ranging from
a cabdriver shot in Pittsburgh to the deliberate torching of a Somali restaurant in Grand Forks. N.D. The
owner of a food market in Queens was beaten by a customer who vowed to "kill Muslims."
The level of vitriol against immigrants and racial and ethnic minorities was amped so high during the campaign that
the Southern Poverty Law Center, which tracks hate groups, coined the term 'The Trump Effect' to describe the
alarming level of fear and anxiety among children of color over racial tensions and their fears of being deported.
According to an SPLC survey of teachers:
More than two-thirds of the teachers reported that students, mainly immigrants, children of immigrants, and
Muslims-have expressed concerns or fears about what might happen to them or their families after the election.
More than half have seen an increase in uncivil political discourse.
More than one-third have observed an increase in anti-Muslim or anti-immigrant sentiment.
More than 40% were hesitant to teach about the election.
Other children have been using the word 'Trump' as a taunt or as a chant as they gang up on others.
Over two-thirds (67%) of educators reported that young people in their schools-most often immigrants,
children of immigrants, Muslims, African Americans and other students of color had expressed concern about
what might happen to them or their families after the election. Close to one-third of the students in American
classrooms are children of foreign-born parents. This year, they are scared, stressed and in need of reassurance
and support from teachers. Muslim children are harassed and worried. Even native-born African American
children, whose families arrived here before the American Revolution, ask about being sent back to Africa.
Others, especially younger students, have worries which are the stuff of nightmares, like a return to slavery or
being rounded up and put into camps. Overall, these vulnerable students are disillusioned and depressed at the
hatred they're hearing from candidates, in the news,
from classmates and even, sometimes, from trusted adults.
As we have said throughout this campaign, religious and racial bigotry are not core American values. In fact, such
bigotry is more than unpatriotic. It threatens our national security.
So, where do we go from here?
We are hopeful now that the heat of the campaign begins to cool, our president-elect and his supporters will adopt a
more sober approach to issues of racial justice. He has called for the country to unite, and we will take him at his word.
Our duty as citizens is to hold him to his word. We have the power to define patriotism in the 21st Century, and there's
no room in that definition for bigotry. Some have mused that this campaign has served as a poultice of sorts, drawing
the poisons of hate and intolerance to the surface. This is our opportunity to cleanse them away
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A New McCarthy Committee
By FAIZA PATEL.
Faiza Patel is a co-director of the Liberty and National Security Program at the Brennan Center for Justice. This is
part of Room for Debate's Issues for Trump and America series: nytimes.com/roomfordebate.
The president-elect's suggestions during his campaign to ban Muslims from entering the country and to
possibly establish a registry of Muslims have stirred fears about religious discrimination.
But a more easily realized and less publicized proposal by Donald J. Trump may also threaten civil liberties.
That is a Commission on Radical Islam, which his campaign website says would ''identify and explain to the
American public the core convictions and beliefs of radical Islam, to identify the warning signs of radicalization,
and to expose the networks in our society that support radicalization.'' As hate crimes against American
Muslims soar, such a commission could further incite distrust and undermine Muslim leaders and civil society.
Presidents Obama and George W. Bush were careful to avoid tarring all Muslims with the terrorism brush. Six days
after the Sept. 11 attacks, Mr. Bush visited a mosque to warn against the harassment of American Muslims and
underline the need to respect Islam. Mr. Obama has sent the same message, refusing to even use the term ''radical
Islam.'' This does not mean that the United States government has simply ignored the belief systems of terrorists. To
the contrary, there are reams of research and several congressional reports on the topic. It seems unlikely that a
Commission on Radical Islam would add anything.
Mr. Trump's commission would be charged with identifying ''warning signs of radicalization,'' allowing it to veer
easily into examining political and religious views. Both the New York Police Department and the F.B.I. have said
that indicators of terrorism included political activism and signs of Muslim religiosity, such as growing a beard,
wearing a head scarf or giving up smoking and drinking. Although these ideas have been thoroughly debunked by
research, they continue to be influential and could serve as a basis for categorizing tens of thousands of American
Muslims as potential terrorists requiring monitoring by law enforcement (or worse).
Research has also found little evidence of support for terrorism among American Muslims. James Comey, the
director of the F.B.I., said, ''The threat here focuses primarily on troubled souls in America who are being inspired or
enabled online to do something violent.'' This makes the proposed commission's mandate of ferreting out networks
that support radicalization sound like a witch hunt that could ensnare politically active American Muslims and the
civil society groups that work to protect the community's rights.
That seems to be what Newt Gingrich, one of the president-elect's top advisers, has in mind. Earlier this year, Mr.
Gingrich called for a new House Un-American Activities Committee to deal with ''Islamic supremacists.'' That
notorious committee's hearings and the investigations by Senator Joseph McCarthy into suspected Communists
represented some of the most severe political repression in American history and destroyed lives. Today, as falsehoods
are spread quickly on the internet and accepted as true, this risk may be even more acute.
These fears are not theoretical. Conspiracy theorists and pseudo-experts poised to peddle lies about prominent
Muslim officials and groups have garnered support in both Congress and Mr. Trump's inner circle.
In 2012, five members of Congress asked the State Department's inspector general to investigate the influence of the
Muslim Brotherhood on the department, citing family ties of Huma Abedin, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton's closest
aide. (The alleged connections were so convoluted that they inspired a ''Daily Show'' sketch.)
This summer, Senator Ted Cruz held a hearing in which a witness smeared the Islamic Society of North
America, an umbrella organization for Muslim groups, claiming it had links to terrorist groups. The same
witness also insinuated that the two Muslim members of the House of Representatives, Keith Ellison and Andre
Carson, supported terrorism because they attended the group's events, as had the Homeland Security
secretary, Jeh Johnson.
The F.B.I. has a policy of marginalizing the Council on American-Islamic Relations, the country's largest Muslim
civil rights organization. The F.B.I.'s stance, which it claims is based on vague concerns over potential connections to
terrorism, is difficult to understand given the bureau's broad powers to seize the assets of any organization supporting
terrorism. So unfounded is the F.B.I.'s stance that it has been resisted by its own field offices and the Justice
Department, and the council is a frequent partner of local police departments and other agencies.

172

Baseless insinuations about Muslim groups and individuals are a regular feature on Breitbart, the website run by
Stephen Bannon, chief strategist to the incoming president.
Like many campaign promises, Mr. Trump's commission may never become reality. But it would be far harder to
challenge in court than a Muslim ban or registry. It must be vigorously resisted as a threat not only to American
Muslims, but all Americans who dread a return to McCarthyism.
Follow The New York Times Opinion section on Facebook and Twitter (@NYTOpinion), and sign up for the
Opinion Today newsletter.
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Attorney general reacts to rising hate crimes
By, Jessica Masulli Reyes
The nonprofit Southern Poverty Law Center collected 437 reports nationwide of intimidation and harassment
in the first five days after Donald Trump was elected president.
Most of the reports involved anti-immigrant, anti-black and anti-LGBT incidents. They ranged from a group of
teenagers telling a Muslim woman in Oregon that the new president would deport her and that she can no
longer wear her hijab to a female yelling "white power" at a Latina woman walking with her baby in a park
in Texas, the law center said.
In light of incidents like these around the country, Attorney General Matt Denn sent guidelines to state law
enforcement and education officials this week to describe the proper way to handle such incidents if they arise in
Delaware.
The letter to law enforcement clarifies how they can use the state's statutes for terroristic threatening, disorderly
conduct and hate crime. Hate crimes are not a separate offense under Delaware law, but state statute does allow for
longer sentences for crimes that meet certain "hate crime" criteria, such as if a defendant selects a victim based on the
victim's race, religion, color, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin or ancestry.
The letter to superintendents and charter school officials reminded them that all public schools in Delaware have the
authority to prevent and punish hateful speech directed at students if the speech is potentially disruptive.
A recent U.S. District Court for the District of New Jersey decision that applies to Delaware found that schools are
permitted to punish students for off-campus statements on social media if the statements could be disruptive in the
school, Denn said.
"Threats and intimidation against our neighbors based on who they are will not be accepted here in Delaware," Denn
said. "There are First Amendment issues that arise when law enforcement or school officials apply laws relating to
speech, so these guidelines explain to law enforcement and school officials how they can apply the law consistently
with those First Amendment considerations."
Since the election last week, there has been an uptick in media reports of hate crimes. An FBI report issued Monday
also documented a significant increase in hate crimes, particularly crimes directed against Muslims and transgender
persons, in 2015.
An article in The News Journal last week said that at least two Facebook posts claiming harassment from people in
Delaware caused a stir, but could not be fully vetted.
In one of the posts, a man claims a threatening letter was left at the house of a gay couple. The man said he has not
been able to talk to the couple about it, and New Castle County and state police say they have not received any reports
about the incident.
Another post, this one reportedly from an African American woman claiming to have been threatened at gunpoint at
a Smyrna service station by white men, went viral Wednesday but may have been made up. Both state and Smyrna
police issued statements saying they were aware of the social media posts, but that the incident had not been reported
to them.
Denn said any Delawareans who believe they are victims of threats or intimidation based on personal characteristics
can contact the Department of Justice Office of Civil Rights and Public Trust at (302) 577-5400 if they are not
receiving an appropriate response from law enforcement or school authorities.
Contact Jessica Masulli Reyes at (302) 324-2777, jmreyes@delawareonline.com or Twitter @JessicaMasulli.
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Spencer Pulls Burqa Bill
State Rep. Jason Spencer, R-Woodbine, retreated overnight from a bill he drafted and submitted
this week that would have singled out Muslim women by banning the wearing of burqas and veils
while driving motor vehicles.
After a bipartisan chorus of state officials condemned House Bill-3, Spencer withdrew his offensive legislation. He
represents part of Waycross and Ware County in the Georgia House of Representatives.
Among other things, HB-3 would have subjected female Muslim garments to Georgia's anti-masking law, one that
was originally aimed at unmasking the Ku Klux Klan.
Spencer's bill would have likewise prohibited Muslim women from wearing burqas and veils while posing for
photographs used in Georgia driver's licenses. This seemed reasonable until you learn that Georgia already prohibits
driver's license applicants from covering their faces when posing for such photographs.
"We have agency rules against any kind of facial covering," Commissioner Bert Brantley of the Department of Driver
Services told the Atlanta Journal & Constitution. "We have to be able to see from below the chin to above the
eyebrows," he told the AJC.
So what was the bill's purpose? Why did Rep. Spencer feel it was necessary to provoke Muslims--and Muslim women
in particular--if state rules already existed prohibiting the wearing of facial veils for driver's license photos?
Earlier, Spencer told the AJC that his legislation was intended to apply to women operating motor vehicles on public
roadways. But the Atlanta newspaper said the bill's wording also suggested the restriction might apply to any kind of
public property.
According to AJC reporter Aaron Sheinin, Spencer told Channel 2 Action News in Atlanta that his bill "...is
simply a response to constituents that do have concerns about the rise of Islamic terrorism, and we in the state
of Georgia do not want our laws used against us and to take advantage of us."
In retrospect, this entire exercise appears to have been an unnecessary provocation designed to intimidate a minority
group living within a state whose motto has long been "wisdom, justice and moderation."We believe Rep. Spencer's
bill failed on all three counts.
And we're not alone in this observation. Conservative State Sen. Josh McKoon, R-Columbus, told the AJC that he
opposed Spencer's bill. "Passing laws that clearly abrogate the free exercise rights of fellow Georgians will do nothing
but create additional fear and division," McKoon said.
Still another critic, House Minority Leader Stacey Adams, D-Atlanta, told the AJC that he regarded the
legislation as being "bigoted" and a "direct result of the rhetoric we heard during Donald Trump's
Islamaphobic presidential campaign."
Former University of Georgia Professor Anthony Kreis, who now teaches law at the Chicago-Kent School of Law,
told the AJC that Rep. Spencer's bill appeared to target Muslim women unfairly.
"It is clear he's trying to target disfavored women's religious clothing," Kreis said. "The legislation, in is totality,
seems motivated by the bare desire to harm," he said.
It would appear that Rep. Spencer is not the sharpest tool in the shed. And because he represents the people of
Waycross and Ware County, he has pointlessly subjected us to negative publicity just as we're attempting to
aggressively pursue industrial development and tourism.
We do not need or want this sort of negative publicity. Community leaders are trying mightily to attract new industry
and investment to our community, and the last thing we need is for our political leaders in Atlanta to associate
Waycross-Ware with anything remotely smacking of bigotry and intolerance.
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GEORGIA LEGISLATURE; Legislator pushes burqa restrictions
Aaron Gould Sheinin; Staff
HIGHLIGHT: Bill draws bipartisan opposition amid debate over 'religious liberty.'
Women would be barred from wearingburqasandveilswhileposing for photos on Georgia driver's licenses under
legislation filed for the upcoming session of the General Assembly.
House Bill 3, filed by state Rep. Jason Spencer, R-Woodbine, would also subject female Muslim garb to the
state's anti-masking statute -- which originally was aimed at the Ku Klux Klan.
The need for the changes are unclear.BertBrantley, thecommissioner of the state Department of Driver
Services, said wearing burqas in state license photographs is already prohibited.
"We have agency rules against any kind of facial covering," Brantley told The Atlanta Journal-Constitution.
"We have to be able to see from below the chin to above the eyebrows."
Spencer said his legislation is intended to apply to women operating motor vehicles on public roadways, but the
wording also suggests the restriction might apply to any kind of public property.
When asked whether his bill was designed to ban burqas on all public property, Spencer said, "No." But he
declined to elaborate on the need for the bill or why womenshouldnotbeallowed to wear burqas while driving.
He later told Channel 2 Action News that his bill "is simply a response to constituents that do have concerns of
the rise of Islamic terrorism, and we in the state of Georgia do not want our laws used against us and to take
advantage of us."
The proposal is likely to become entangled with the broader debate over "religious liberty" legislation likely to be
reintroduced in the General Assembly session that begins Jan. 9. A key proponent of past "religious liberty" bills, state
Sen. Josh McKoon, R-Columbus, on Wednesday said he opposes Spencer's bill.
"Passing laws that clearly abrogate the free exercise rights of fellow Georgians will do nothing but create additional
fear and division," McKoon said on Facebook, adding that he understands the necessity of driver's license photos
showing one's entire face. "But we should not give in to a fear of religious traditions that some may not value or
understand -- after all we live in a country founded on the idea that all of us are entitled to the right of free exercise,
not just those government deems worthy."
Spencer's bill has spurred bipartisan opposition. House Minority Leader Stacey Abrams, D-Atlanta, called the measure
"bigoted" and a "direct result of the rhetoric we heard during Donald Trump's Islamaphobic presidential campaign."
AtlantaattorneyAndyClark said he does not believe Spencer's bill would have any practicaleffect.ThestateSupreme
Court in 1990 wrote that the Anti-Mask Act only prohibits "mask-wearing conduct whenthemask-wearerknows or
reasonably should know that the conduct provokes a reasonable apprehension of intimidation, threats or violence."
In light of that, Clark said, "I don't think (Spencer's bill) really does anything."
Given its apparent lack of impact, Clark said he wondered what Spencer's true intent is.
"Aseparateissueiswhether HB 3 is motivated by any sort of anti-religious animus," he said. "It seems that it probably
is. Why else propose a bill that doesn't do anything?"
Anthony Kreis, a law professor at the Chicago-Kent School of Law and a former University of Georgia professor who
has testified against "religious liberty" legislation at the Capitol, said the bill appears designed to target Muslim women
unfairly.
"It is clear he's trying to target disfavored women's religious clothing," Kreis said.
In addition, he said, "if burqas obstruct drivers and hinder them from safely operating a vehicle, then the General
Assembly should reconsider the use of helmets for motorcyclists."
"The legislation, in its totality, seems motivated by the bare desire to harm," Kreis said.
The head of the Georgia chapter of the Council on American-Islamic Relations agreed.
"Very few Georgia Muslim women wear face veils," Edward Ahmed Mitchell told Channel 2, "but those who do have
a constitutional right to do so."
(Box)
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WHAT HOUSE BILL 3 WOULD DO
House Bill 3, which state Rep. Jason Spencer, R-Woodbine, has proposed for the legislative session that begins Jan.
9, would do two things:
|It would insert this line into the state's anti-masking bill: "For the purposes of this subsection, the phrase 'upon any
public way or property'includes but is not limited to operating a motor vehicle upon any public street, road, or
highway."
|It would also amend the state's currently male-specific anti-masking law that was originally aimed at the Ku Klux
Klan to say: "A person is guilty of a misdemeanor when he or she wears a mask, hood, or device by which any portion
of the face is so hidden, concealed or covered as to conceal the identity of the wearer and is upon any public way or
public property or upon the private property of another without the written permission of the owner or occupier of the
property to do so."
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'AIDING TERROR' * Trump picks seen as extremist fuel * Talk of a registry
of U.S. Muslims
BY KENNETH LOVETT NEWS ALBANY BUREAU CHIEF
ALBANY - In looking to fight terrorism, President-elect Donald Trump could actually be inviting it with the people
he is considering for his administration, American Muslims fear.
"Any time you can present the false scenario that America is at war with Islam, it aids terror groups like ISIS,"
said Ibrahim Hooper, a spokesman for the Council on American-Islamic Relations, a Muslim advocacy group.
He said the views espoused by Trump and many around him could help terror groups radicalize those living in fear
in America.
"It's their bread and butter," Hooper said. "That's what they sell to people to get their support. If you have that
message coming from the administration, in a sense you are aiding their recruiting efforts."
While Trump since his election has talked of trying to unify the country, American Muslims are scared about those
the President-elect has surrounded himself with as transition advisers and potential administration officials.
Kansas Secretary of State Kris Kobach said this past week that the Trump camp is considering the reinstatement of a
national registry of immigrants from countries where extremist organizations are active.
He told Reuters that the group of immigration advisers he's a part of had discussed drafting executive orders for the
President-elect's review "so that Trump and the Department of Homeland Security hit the ground running."
Trump has also hired Steve Bannon, head of the Islam-bashing extremist-right news site Breitbart News, as
his top White House adviser.
Frank Gaffney, who has been called "one of America's most notorious Islamophobes" by the Southern
Poverty Law Center, was reportedly brought on to advise Trump's transition team on security issues.
Trump spokesman Jason Miller denied those reports Wednesday, as did Gaffney, who was an early proponent of the
lie that President Obama wasn't born in the U.S. That claim was later championed by Trump.
"I had not been contacted by anyone from the team," he told Politico in a statement, adding, "I look forward to
helping the President-elect and the national security-minded team he is assembling in whatever way I can."
Hooper is still concerned with the direction the administration appears to be taking.
He noted that retired Lt. Gen. Michael Flynn, who has advised Trump and is expected to play a key role in his
administration, has referred to Islam as a "cancer," while another adviser, former Speaker of the House Newt
Gingrich, has said he wants to deport Muslims who believe in sharia law.
"There's apprehension, there's tension, there's extreme levels of concern within the American Muslim
community for the future, particularly the children in the community," Hooper said.
The FBI recently released a report showing that anti-Muslim hate crimes have increased by 67% in 2015, over 2014.
Hooper expects the numbers will climb further in 2016.
"We can point to the fact that (Trump) is feeding into Islamophobia and mainstreaming Islamophobia," he
said. "But that should be no surprise. That was one of the main pillars of his campaign."
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Hate Motivated Incident Touches Home
ARIEL HERNANDEZ
The FBI recently released statistics that show hate crimes against Muslims have increased by 67 percent since
2015.
Although hate crimes and incidents had begun to spiral after 9/11 and had continued to grow due to ISIS (the
Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant), last week's election results the country has seen a stunning 7 percent increase
in hate crimes.
The Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC), a nonprofit group that tracks litigated hate crimes in the United States, counted
435 incidents of hateful harassment and intimidation as of Monday, Nov. 14, just six days after election night. In New
York it counted 35 incidents, including one in Queens. They took place at K-12 schools, private properties, places of
worship and other locations. Incidents were characterized as anti-black, anti-immigrant, anti-Muslim, anti-women and
anti-Semitic.
"Since Donald Trump won the election, we've seen an alarming number of hate-based incidents occur throughout the
nation, some of which are no doubt stemming from Trump's hate-filled campaign," said Heidi Beirich, director of SPLC's
Intelligence Project. "We've collected more than 435 such incidents since the election--truly a frightening number."
The first hate incident to hit home, causing anger due to the borough's proud reputation of being the most diverse in the
world, took place last Thursday on a Q43 bus.
Fariha Nizam, a 19-year-old Muslim American from Bellerose, took to Facebook to share her traumatizing incident,
which occurred just two short days after Trump's win.
A Hunters College sophomore, Nizam had been taking the Q43 bus into Manhattan regularly for school without any
problems. However, on Thursday morning, a white middle-aged couple boarded the bus, walked towards her and
began yelling at her to take off her hijab because it is "not allowed" anymore. According to her post, several other
commuters on the bus told the couple to stop, which only angered them more and prompted the woman to tug at Nizam's
hijab while yelling for her to "take it off."
"I was so scared, compelling myself to calm down so that I could move away. I got off the bus and walked home from
where I was, crying the whole way home," read Nizam's Facebook post.
Nizam blames Trump's victory for the incident due to his Islamophobic campaigns because she, who has lived in
Queens her whole life, had worn her hijab for five years and had never encountered anything of this sort.
In addition to writing about her experience, the post also expressed her anger towards not only those who voted for
Trump, but towards the Metropolitan Transportation Authority as well.
"Shout out to the Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) for NOT assisting me in the traumatic incident this
morning," read the post.
Although Nizam is disgusted with the incident, she said she will continue to proudly wear her hijab, and is offering to
help anyone else dealing with such racism.
"I am here for ANYONE who needs consolation. I myself KNOW that I am extremely susceptible to this reoccurring,
over and over and over again I EXPECT to be kicked back down again a million times over by these dehumanized,
demoralized people in this country, but despite that, if you need someone to walk with you, someone to cry with you, I
will be here, endlessly," she concluded in the post.
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Hiker with headscarf targeted in hate crime;
Ill woman wearing headscarf targeted in anti-Muslim hate
By Sarah Ravani
A woman who wore a headscarf to protect her from the sun returned from a hike in the East Bay hills to find her
car vandalized and burglarized, and a note left behind by the culprits reading "Hijab Wearing Bitch," officials
said Wednesday.
Nicki Pancholy, 41, of Milpitas said she felt fear and panic after discovering the note on her car. She said she is not
Muslim and wears a bandanna around her head because she has lupus.
"I did not come the next day for my hike because I was scared to come," Pancholy said. "I didn't know who was watching
me. I would like for the violence to end with me."
Police are classifying the incident as a hate crime after the note found on Pancholy's dashboard read, "Hijab
Wearing Bitch. This is our nation, now get the F- out."
Pancholy discovered the rear window of her car smashed and her purse stolen after returning from a hike Monday in the
Mission Peak Regional Preserve in Fremont around 4 p.m., said Carolyn Jones, a spokeswoman for the East Bay Regional
Park District.
The crime took place in a parking lot at the base of Mission Peak, Jones added.
"We are obviously very upset and saddened that this happened in our community," said Geneva Bosques, a spokeswoman
for the Fremont Police Department. "It's very disturbing."
Police were trying to identify the person responsible for the damage Wednesday. It is unclear whether more than one
person was involved.
"Acts such as these will not be tolerated in Fremont," said Raj Salwan, the planning commissioner for the city, in a
statement posted on Facebook. "I along with many members of our community will not tolerate hate crimes in our city.
Our diversity is our strength."
This incident was the latest in a series of hate crimes that have jolted the Bay Area since the presidential elections.
As of Monday morning, the Southern Poverty Law Center reported 437 cases of hateful intimidation and harassment
nationwide since the Nov. 8 elections. The center also stated that many incidents involved direct references to the
President-elect Donald Trump's campaign and slogans.
"We are concerned about the increase in reported hate crimes and hate incidents across the country," said Zahra
Billoo, executive director of the San Francisco Bay Area Office of the Council on American-Islamic Relations,
which has received a flood of calls in the last week reporting harassment and hate incidents.
The incidents in the Bay Area haven't been exclusive to Muslims.
A Latina nanny caring for two toddlers was assaulted Monday in the Great Meadow area of Fort Mason by a man who
told her, "No Latinos here," officials said.
A Millbrae resident who allegedly punched a Latino man after making derogatory comments about Mexicans in Redwood
City was charged with a hate crime Tuesday.
"Americans must demand that President-elect Trump immediately denounce policies of ethnic cleansing and instead
embrace America as a compassionate nation that embraces diversity," Assemblyman Marc Levine, D-San Rafael, said in
a statement.
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Israeli proposal to quiet call to prayer draws Muslims' ire
DANIEL ESTRIN
JERUSALEM - A proposal to make mosques reduce the loudspeaker volume of their call to prayer has sparked an
uproar among Israel's Muslims, underscoring their fraught relationship with the country's Jewish majority.
Supporters of the bill, including Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, have painted it as a matter of quality of life.
But it has deepened a sense among the Arab minority that it is being increasingly marginalized by his hard-line
government.
"The call to prayer came before the racists. The call to prayer will remain after the racists," said Ayman Odeh, head of a
joint list of Arab parties in parliament.
The bill, which received initial support from a committee of Israeli ministers this week, proposes to limit the volume of
public address systems of all houses of prayer in Israel.
But the bill's sponsor, a lawmaker from a nationalist Jewish religious party, made clear the target is mosque
loudspeakers, and it has been dubbed the "muezzin bill," referring to the man who delivers the call to prayer.
Devout Muslims pray five times a day, beginning about 5 a.m. In Israel, the call to prayer is often loud enough to wake
up residents in Jewish neighborhoods or towns who live in close proximity to Muslim areas.
"I cannot count the times, they are simply too numerous, that citizens have turned to me from all parts of Israeli
society, from all religions, with complaints about the noise," Netanyahu told his Cabinet this week.
"Israel is a country that respects freedom of religion for all faiths. Israel is also committed to defending those who suffer
from the loudness of the excessive noise of the announcements," he added.
But Palestinians and Arab citizens of Israel see the initiative as yet another affront by an increasingly hostile Israeli
society and leadership.
Arabs make up one fifth of Israel's citizenry, but they are generally poorer and less educated than Jews and suffer from
discrimination and substandard public services. Some politicians have questioned their loyalty to the state.
On election day last year, Netanyahu galvanized his hawkish supporters by warning that "Arab voters are going
in droves to the polls." The comments drew accusations of racism, and Netanyahu later apologized.
Some detractors have said the bill is unnecessary, since Israel already has rules regulating excessive noise. Still, it has
garnered support from many secular liberals who normally are at odds with Netanyahu's conservative government.
Zvi Barel of the liberal Haaretz newspaper said he would support efforts to limit the place of religion in the Israeli public
sphere if the bill wasn't discriminatory.
"Israeli liberals, whether Jewish or Arab, can't support this excellent bill, because it is intended to harm Muslims,"
he wrote in an op-ed.
A planned vote on Wednesday was blocked after ultra-Orthodox Jewish lawmakers raised concerns that it could also
affect sirens that announce the start of the Jewish Sabbath and holidays.
"I think the whole law is unnecessary," Health Minister Yaakov Litzman told Israeli Army Radio Wednesday, adding that
he would support an amended bill that made an exception for Jewish sirens. A ministerial committee will revisit the bill.
Netanyahu has claimed that many European cities and Muslim countries place limits on loudspeaker volume.
In Ireland, Muslims seeking to build mosques must agree that there will be no public call to prayer. Muslim leaders there
have accepted the restriction, citing religious teachings on showing respect for neighbors, and more than a dozen mosques
have been built since 1996.
In Germany, only about 30 of the 160 official mosques have a call to prayer, according to the DPA news agency.
Though residents often complain, authorities say it is covered by the right to religious freedom, though still subject to
general laws against making excessive noise.
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Pols call for action from Trump on hate crimes
Mark Hallum
The FBI report on the recent uptick in hate crimes has Queens elected officials on edge with incidents in Queens
and across the city coming to the forefront of public attention. Crimes are up 7 percent against minorities, and
those targeting Muslims are up 67 percent nationwide, according to the federal agency.
Public Advocate Letitia James, City Councilman Barry Grodenchik (D-Oakland Gardens), state Assemblyman David
Weprin (D-Fresh Meadows) and members of the Muslim, Sikh and Jewish communities addressed a news conference on
the front steps of Martin Van Buren High School at 230-17 Hillside Ave. to call on President-elect Donald Trump to
denounce the recent series of discrimination that has swept the nation.
Trump's "60 Minutes" interview in which he ordered people to "Stop" engaging in bias incidents was a good start to
calling for an end to harassment, according to James. But she said more action will be required to put an end to the ugliness
that came out of the election.
"Now is the time for you to demonstrate leadership, and I urge you to take to the media at this point in time and to talk
about healing our nation and bring us back together," James said. "This country and this city has experienced a surge in
acts in acts of hate and bias, and it's following the most divisive election in modern history and tensions are boiling over.
It will not be tolerated in our beloved city. We will respond as we have done, whenever necessary against acts of hate by
showing solidarity, love, compassion and understanding."
On Nov. 10, Bellerose resident Fariha Nizam took her grievances to Facebook after a middle-aged couple harassed
her about the hijab she was wearing on a Q43 bus during a commute to her internship in Manhattan. The couple
were led to believe that Muslims are no longer allowed to wear traditional garb following the election.
Nizam's aunt, Mazeda Uddin of the South Asian Fund for Education and Scholarship Training, spoke on behalf of her
niece who prepared a statement.
"I dare someone to tell me that this is simply a coincidental event," Nizam said. "I dare someone to tell me that
the route that I have taken for so many years without a single incident happened to contain a couple of violent,
hateful bigots simply because of bad luck. Donald Trump did this to me, he did this to each and every minority
group that I have been holding in my prayers."
Mark Weitzman of the Simon Wiesenthal Center said he learned vital lessons from the Nazi Holocaust survivor himself
about bigotry.
"Even though hate may begin targeted at one group-in the case of the Holocaust, the Jews-it did not end there. There
were other victims of the Nazis during that period, and as we see today, many different groups of people in New York
and in the United States are facing these issues head-on," Weitzman said. "As [Weisenthal] also pointed out, what
encourages people to commit those crimes is the passivity and the lack of action of the bystanders. We need to hold our
elected officials accountable, but we also need to start looking at ourselves."
Weprin told the crowd that Queens is the most diverse county in the country, which is a benefit to people who raise
families in the borough where Donald Trump grew up at 85-15 Wareham Place in Jamaica Estates. He added that although
only certain groups have been targeted, it feels as though all Americans are under attack. Weprin also referred to an
incident which happened on a city bus involving a group of girls from St. Francis Preparatory School telling a minority
commuter to sit at the back of the bus after the Trump victory.
Grodenchik organized the Wednesday conference to show support for the community and said he had full confidence in
NYPD to keep the peace.
Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-mail at mhallum@cngloca l.com or by phone at (718) 260 -4564.
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Reassurance amid uncertainty
Abigail Bouwma
President-elect Donald Trump's rhetoric has targeted constituents including women, people in the LGBT community
and people of color. Some of his most divisive comments have come at the expense of the Muslim population in the
U.S.
Students on campus have been battling islamophobic sentiments since Trump announced his campaign in July
2015. Comments from the Trump campaign include proposed implementation of "extreme vetting" for refugees
entering the country from Islamic states, deportation of Muslim immigrants and documentation of every Muslim
in the country. These comments and others from the President-elect have ignited conflict across the country as our
nation moves toward Trump's first 100 days.
Across the U.S., accounts compiled in the Twitter moment "Day One in Trump's America" have told the story of
islamophobic incidents from women having the hijab torn off their heads to inflammatory comments and "Trump
won, go home!" written on doors and walls of a Muslim Student Association's prayer room on the campus of NYU.
Reports of violent and aggressive actions toward Muslims continue to come as Trump picks his cabinet for the
next four years, which includes Steve Bannon, the alt-right executive chairman of the Breitbart News LLC who
has published articles with titles like "Young Muslims in the west are a ticking time bomb" and "How Muslim
migrants devastate a community." Bannon's appointment as chief strategist has come under heavy fire, mostly due to
the hateful ideas the Breitbart News Network proliferates.
Valparaiso University has been combatting these ideas in several ways from a variety of offices on campus. GoTeacher
coordinator and Office of International Programs staff member Emily Prough explained that messages of support and
community outreach actions have encouraged Muslim students about the safety of campus.
"Obviously, President Heckler sent a message to students and the Assistant Provost for International Affairs Jaishankir
Raman sent an email message...to our international students here on campus to again reassure them that campus is a safe
space, that our office is here to support them if they do have concerns," Prough said. "Then the admissions team has
drafted messaging to prospective and admitted international students for the spring as well that they're sending out today
(Nov. 10) to reassure students from overseas that it's OK to come here in the spring or in the future."
Raman's message served to further reassure international students, both Muslim and non-Muslim, that campus would
continue to be a welcoming and safe environment for them despite comments from the president-elect.
"Yesterday in the United States we engaged in a democratic process that is the cornerstone of what this country stands
for, voting to elect our government officials," Raman said in his email message. "The results of the election might leave
you with many questions. I want to remind you that you are here legally with the permission of the U.S. government and
as such have the right to pursue your higher education at Valparaiso University. This country, no matter who the president
is, will respect that law."
Students responded positively to this message, saying that it encouraged them in a time when many were questioning
whether or not they would be safe to remain in the United States.
"I haven't heard too many concerns about fear of going to class or fear of being on campus," Prough said. "I think the
concerns are largely things like 'how will I be treated overseas?' Or 'how will I be treated in Chicago?' Or 'if I go out of
the U.S. or if I'm working, what will it be like?'"
These concerns linger even a week removed from the election. Treasurer of the Muslim Student Association Yamen
Atassi said that, while he only speaks for himself, the concerns and suspicion he and some other Muslim students have
had since the election have only elevated because of the widespread reports of islamophobic actions.
"There is a sense of suspicion wherever you go," Atassi said. "You always feel like people are not always fully
trusting of you if they can see that you're a Muslim. I think that's probably a sense that all Muslim students have
and truthfully a sense that all students that are minorities feel."
Atassi, whose parents were both born in Syria, also commented on some of Trump's inflammatory comments concerning
Syrian immigrants.
"I think there is a demonization and a dehumanization of refugees in general and immigrant people in general," Atassi
said. "I think there's also a fear, a preying on the fear of ISIS and groups like that...99 percent of the people who are
coming are just people who want to live somewhere safe and raise their family. It's in line with (Trump's) rejection of
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globalism and wanting to focus on the homeland, so I get that, I get the impetus for that but the way he's doing it is by
dehumanizing and making people afraid of them."
Atassi was very hopeful, though, about how Muslim students and community members have been and can react to the
president-elect's anti-Muslim rhetoric.
"Muslims are not just passive subjects," Atassi said. "We are also responding, we have agency. I've heard a lot of inspiring
things from Muslims. So it's not just something we should be afraid of, it's something that should wake us up from our
apathy, from our laziness, to do what we should have been doing all along."
Now that students are moving on from processing the election, Muslim students are especially grateful for the community
at Valpo surrounding them as the country deals with potential policy changes that could deal heavy blows for Muslim and
international students.
Valpo is helping to comfort these students by encouraging messages of hope and unity to proliferate across campus and
across the community. Saudi Student Association President Homoud Kulaiban spoke highly of the university's efforts to
become even more welcoming and inclusive during this time.
"Here's the good thing about the U.S. and especially here in the Valpo community, we do not feel the fear, we do not feel
the hate, the ignorance," Kulabain said. "I would take it in a good way that President Heckler, that the Office of
International Programs have shown their care, have shown their love to international students. We live in a safe
community, a beloved community. We know this community loves us and that the community I live in is standing with
me."
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NYU Islamophobia Post-Trump Election
Alex Bazeley
NYU students and staff crowd the stairs of Kimmel at an MSA rally.: Donald Trump's top immigration advisor wants
to create a registry for Muslims, the Tandon prayer room was graffitied with "Trump!" on the door and people
shouted hateful slurs to students wearing hijabs on campus this past week. Muslims faced Islamophobia on and
off NYU's campus throughout the election cycle, and with the Trump as the new president-elect, some Muslims
such as Stern junior Essma Bengabsia fear it will start escalating.
"Throughout the election season, Muslims have been treated like second-class citizens. I don't know how else to
say it," Bengabsia said. "We've been dehumanized and degraded to be perceived as something less of an American
and less of a human. Our deaths have been celebrated, our patriotism has been questioned and our very citizenship
within this nation has been threatened."
Trump proposed a ban on all Muslims entering the United States, and Bengabsia said his propositions made her
ask, "Where will I go?" if new legislature banned her from the country. Bengabsia said Trump's hateful rhetoric such
as celebrating an army general who dipped bullets in pig blood and shot Muslims with them normalizes hate speech
towards Muslims.
"Almost once a week for the past month, I have gotten verbally assaulted by Islamophobic bigots," Bengabsia said.
"I was standing in my local Starbucks recently, putting my straw into my drink, when a man almost double my
size leaned into my ear and muttered, 'fucking terrorist.' A few days before that, I was walking in the streets of
Boston when two men stopped, stared me down and started shouting about how those people 'are going to fucking
bomb everything.'"
Bengabsia said that in addition to harassment outside school, she has experienced acceptance and normalization
of racism, bigotry, ignorance and hate as a result of the elections at NYU, and that has impacted her life by
delegitimizing her basic human rights.
CAS sophomore Bayan Abubakr said that this situation will probably get worse under a Trump presidency.
Although Abubakr said that she personally has not been subjected to many attacks, such as people ripping off her hijab,
she thinks Islamophobia at NYU is present through discourse between people.
"It's not like an attack on me - I mean, it is an attack on me - but not physically, so it's almost hard to deconstruct, because
how do I go about this?" Abubakr said. "I can teach you and educate you about the mistake you just made and that sort of
mistake and categorization, or I can just leave this conversation, because this hurts."
Abubakr said that the casual microaggressions she faces puts her in an awkward position, since as a woman of color and
as a female Muslim, she feels a responsibility to properly inform other people. However, Abubakr recognizes that she
cannot educate everybody about what it means to be Muslim.
"The thing is, people are wild - people are wild with the things they say," Abubakr said. "And now with the Trump
presidency, I just feel like I don't have a president who backs me. I don't have a government that supports me. The
government does not support me right now."
However, NYU tries to make an effort to include all students. In various emails issued by the university and NYU
president Andrew Hamilton after this year's election day, they emphasize that the university always strives for
inclusiveness.
"Here at NYU, we should remind ourselves who are we as a community," Hamilton said in his email to the NYU
community on Tuesday. "We reject intimidation and discrimination; we strive for diversity and inclusiveness; and we are
a community in which each person takes as his or her responsibility the welfare and well-being of others, irrespective of
citizenship, faith, race, national origin, gender, sexual orientation or any of the other identities that might, but surely need
not, divide us."
Hamilton issued a prior email that encouraged students to continue with their lives and to keep striving for greater diversity
and inclusiveness. However, Abubakr said that Trump's presidency further marginalizes communities under his leadership
and that the hatred his platform created makes her feel left behind in this country.
"I know 'not my president' has become a chant at these rallies, but in reality, Trump really is not my president - he does
not want to be my president," Abubakr said. "I am American, but I do not fit into the mold of what an American is."
Email Diamond Naga Siu at [email protected]
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CNN NEWS; International
November 16, 2016

Key Roles in Trump Administration; Assad Talks Ally; Trump Fights
Terrorism; Muslim Fear; Search for ISIS's Leader. Aired 9:30- 10a ET
Carol Costello, Rick Francona, Nic Robertson, Phil Black
HIGHLIGHT: Key roles in the Trump administration remain unfilled. Syria's president hopes the U.S. will become an
ally. Michael Flynn is rumored to head the fight on terrorism in the Trump administration. A woman shares how she no
longer feels safe in a hijab. The battle for Mosul rages amid the search for ISIS' leader.
[09:30:00] CAROL COSTELLO, CNN ANCHOR: Good morning. Thanks for being here.
Jason, critics say it is imperative for Trump to put together a top- notched experienced defense team because this is what's
happening this morning in Aleppo, Syria. A children's hospital was hit by bombs. Six children now being sheltered by
doctors. They're huddling in the basement. They're cowering in fear. The Syrian air force, under the direction of Syria's
president, Bashar al Assad, is behind this bombing. Assad said just yesterday he hopes Trump will be an ally. Listen.
(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)
BASHAR AL-ASSAD, SYRIAN PRESIDENT: It's still dubious whether he can do or live up to his promises or not.
That's why we are very cautious in judging him, especially as he wasn't in a political position before. So we cannot tell
anything about what he's going to do. But if -- I say if, if he's going to fight the terrorists, of course we're going to be
allied -- natural allied (INAUDIBLE) with the Russians, with the Iranians, with many other countries who want to defeat
the terrorists.
(END VIDEO CLIP)
COSTELLO: So, Jason, will President-elect Trump be an ally of Syria's Bashar al Assad?
JASON BEARDSLEY, FORMER U.S. ARMY SPECIAL OPERATIONS: Well, Carol, I appreciate the questions, but,
let's face it, that's -- that's Assad doing some statesmanship and he's trying to do a little bit of gaming before this.
Remember, right now we have a president in power, so we actually have the executive branch able to operate the organs
(ph) of state.
What President-elect Trump is going to do, as he's promised and laid out in his foreign policy speeches, is make sure the
interests of America is first. We have soldiers in harm's way, as you point out, every day right now in combat. So what's
most important is to craft policy that can divine, what is America's great interest at stake? Who our allies are? They'll
reveal themselves as they -- as they stack up and line up behind good leadership. It's something we've been missing. And
that's something that President-elect Trump is going to bring to the table. You've got to pick the right team, and he's in
the process of doing that right now.
COSTELLO: OK, but here's why some people worry, Colonel Francona. As you know, Syria and Russia are working
together in Syria, and Mr. Trump admires Vladimir Putin. Senator John McCain worries about Trump's desire to improve
relations with Vladimir Putin and Russia. He said, quote, "at the very least, the price of another reset would be complicity
if Putin and Assad's butchery of the Syrian people. That is an unacceptable price for a great nation. When America has
been at its greatest is when we have stood on the side of those fighting tyranny. This is where we must stand again."
So, what do you see happening, Colonel Francona?
LT. COL. RICK FRANCONA (RET.), CNN MILITARY ANALYST: Well, Syria is a basket case. Our policy in Syria,
unfortunately, hasn't changed since 2011. We're still demanding the removal of Bashar al Assad. And, of course, that's
been complicated by the rise of ISIS. And now we've had to shift our focus from supporting the opposition to going after
ISIS. And now, with the interference, and the intervention by the Russians and the Iranians and Hezbollah and all these
other forces, you've got a -- a really mixed playing field there. And we haven't adapted our policy.
The new administration is going to have to figure out just what our interests are in Syria and then act accordingly. If that
is working with the Russians against ISIS, that's going to take a major shift in our policy, and in effect we will be allied
with Bashar al Assad. And I don't think we want to get into the situation where we're supporting a guy who bombs
hospitals in the city of Aleppo. So this is a real challenge for the new administration. And I get -- I get the impression,
and I understand what Jason was saying, we do have a government in power right now, but I think they're kicking the can
down the road because Syria just has no solution as far as this administration is concerned.
COSTELLO: All right, so, Jason, I want to focus on the position of national security adviser. Michael Flynn is Trump's
only pick for that position. It's no secret that Flynn considers Obama weak and spineless. That's what he's called the
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president. He also considers him incompetent in his foreign policy. Flynn is also quite a hawk. So how would he change
America's strategy against ISIS, do you think, Jason?
BEARDSLEY: Well, you know, I served in JSOC under, you know, directors like General Flynn when he was with DIA,
and we know that they have an aggressive policy. Number one, is to craft again the U.S. national interests first. And that's
about diving, first and foremost, what is most efficacious, what's the most effective way that the U.S. protects our interests
and makes sure that when we put soldiers in harm's way, they're dying for a specific cause.
Right now, if we give Mosul -- if we win Mosul, what's happening on the ground right now is, when we turn that land
over, we're going to cede it to a government that is by -- almost a proxy right now of Iran. And when you talk about, you
know, bad allies and strategic allies, we've given Iran leverage in the region to become a national power. And that's
something that we've already seen.
So, Rick is absolutely right, we're going to be digging out of a mess. Syria is a mess right now. General Flynn is the kind
of guy that stood up when things weren't going well with the Islamic State, with al Qaeda, and he told the truth. Telling
the truth is absolutely important. Identifying the enemy. He's done that over and over again.
[09:35:13] So, first identifying the enemy, and then crafting a policy that makes sure that the U.S. interest is first so when
our soldiers, the best in the world, when our service members are out there, they know the cause, they know the purpose,
they know the end state, which is something we haven't seen over eight years. It's been longer than that. Our soldiers are
begging for leadership. And I think we're going to see that with General Flynn.
COSTELLO: All right. I have to leave it there. Jason Beardsley and Lieutenant Colonel Rick Francona, thanks to both of
you.
President Obama Berlin bound. He's heading to Germany for the next leg of his final overseas trip. Hours earlier, Obama
wrapping up his visit to Athens in front of a crowd of thousands, hailing democracy in a symbolic nod to the birthplace
of the political system. He also reassured Greeks that America will remains a strong ally.
(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)
BARACK OBAMA, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: And I am confident that just as America's commitment
to the Transatlantic Alliance has endured for seven decades, whether it's been under a Democratic or Republican
administration, that commitment will continue, including our pledge and our treaty obligation to defend every ally.
(END VIDEO CLIP)
COSTELLO: CNN's Nic Robertson in Athens with more.
Hi, Nic.
NIC ROBERTSON, CNN INTERNATIONAL DIPLOMATIC EDITOR : Yes, hey, Carol, good morning.
Well, there was also a message, if you will, to the international audience, but also to a domestic audience back at home,
trying to calm fears about the transition of democracy in the United States. He quoted -- he quoted Winston Churchill,
saying that democracy is the worst form of government, except for the alternatives. And what he was trying to do here,
and it got some laughs from the audience, was say, look, what may be -- what may appear to be happening, you know, a
radical change underway in the United States, history doesn't work in a straight line. It zigs and it zags. Democracy a little
imperfect. This is how he put it.
(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)
BARACK OBAMA, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: Democracy, like all human institutions, is imperfect. It
can be slow. It can be frustrating. It can be hard. It can be messy. And in a multi-ethnic, multiracial, multicultural society,
like the United States, democracy can be especially complicated. Believe me, I know. But it is better than the alternatives,
because it allows us to peacefully work through our differences.
(END VIDEO CLIP)
ROBERTSON: And that peacefully working through issues, the public having the right to answer politicians, he pointed
to the example of the nuclear deal with Iran, as that came through democracy. As the -- as the world's agreement on
climate change, that came through democracy. He said democracy giving the space and the right for scientists to come up
with scientific conclusions, rather than people following sort of dogmatic views. Both those points seem to be aimed
somewhat also at President-elect Trump as well.
Carol.
COSTELLO: All right, Nic Robertson reporting live from Athens, Greece, this morning.
My next guest, too afraid to wear her hijab in public after the election? I'll ask her why, next.
[09:42:31] COSTELLO: Anti-Trump protests not letting up and today walkouts are planned at colleges campuses
nationwide. Today, students from 34 universities are planning to leave their classes and declare their colleges, quote, "a
sanctuary campus." They say the idea is to create a safe haven for undocumented students by putting their bodies between
them and President-elect Trump.
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Adding to this anxiety, Reuters is now reporting that Trump's policy advisers are mulling a proposal that would
reinstate a registry for Muslim immigrants. And a source familiar with Trump's transition team tells CNN that
Frank Gaffney, a man known for anti-Islamic rhetoric, is now working with them on national security issues. This
is a man who was a big supporter of the theory that President Obama is a secret Muslim and was not born in the
United States.
All of this weighs on my next guest's mind and her soul. She says she no longer feels safe wearing her hijab. With
me now is Alaa Basatneh.
Welcome, Ala.
ALAA BASATNEH, JUSTICE WRITER, FUSION.NET: Thank you for having me.
COSTELLO: I notice you are wearing your hijab today. But do you normally wear it? And why did you decide it was
important to wear it this morning?
BASATNEH: I've been wearing my head scarf for the past twelve years. It was my choice since the beginning, since
day one. And I can guarantee you that I will walk out of those studios today and take off my head scarf and wear
a hat instead because it's no longer safe to walk on the streets with a head scarf on, as of now.
COSTELLO: Tell me why you feel that way.
BASATNEH: I'd like to share an incident that happened a couple of days ago. I was at a hospital in Miami. I sat
down. And I was wearing my head scarf. I went into the waiting room and sat down next to an older, white guy.
There was a seat between us, empty. So he took out his pocket knife and set it next to me. And I felt very threatened.
I was shocked. And I was waiting to be stabbed just for the fact that I was wearing my head scarf.
He then took his weapon, closed it, put it in his pocket, and walked past me and said, deport them all. With such
incidents happening to Muslim women who wear the head scarf on the streets, on daily matters, it's no longer safe.
And I don't know till when this is going to last.
COSTELLO: So what -- how did -- how did the -- how did the people around you in that waiting room react to that man?
[09:45:06] BASATNEH: That's my point is that no one said anything. And I didn't expect anyone, Carol, to say something
while he had the weapon out in front of me. But at least someone -- like to approach me afterwards and say, you know,
are you OK? Do you want me to call anyone? No one did anything. There was about 20 people in that room, and everyone
just carried on their normal conversations as if nothing happened. That is scary. That's scarier than the fact that he took
out that weapon, the people are around us, they're not saying much.
COSTELLO: Did -- did -- did incidents like this happen to you in the past? Or is this something new?
BASATNEH: You know, in the past, twelve years of wearing my head scarf, I occasionally get the, "go back to
your country," or, "you're a terrorist," something like that, on the streets, and I'd ignore it. But for someone to
pull out a weapon in a safe place, which was a hospital, and set it next to me, and I was waiting to be stabbed, that
just escalated to a whole new level.
COSTELLO: Is there anything that President-elect Trump can say that would ease your mind that he's not anti-Muslim?
BASATNEH: President-elect Trump told Anderson Cooper a couple months ago that he thinks Islam hates us. I
don't know what's going to heal that wound because he -- he really opened a large wound within the Muslim
community. And to me personally, I think he needs to apologize for what he's been saying and to -- to reassure the
Muslim community that we will be safe, because I don't know when I will be able to walk on the streets with my
head scarf back on again.
COSTELLO: What would you say to those who support Trump and are enthusiastic about his presidency, that this was
just one crazy guy that did something wrong and that's not how the vast majority of Americans feel about MuslimAmericans?
BASATNEH: I'd say, get to know your Muslim neighbors. Get to know more about Islam. Talk to your friends who will
most likely be Muslim in your local neighborhoods. Just get to know us more because we are extending a hand. We are
being targeted right now. And it's not safe. So help us by extending a hand to us and reunifying America, if you will.
COSTELLO: Alaa Basatneh, thanks for sharing your story this morning. I do appreciate it.
BASATNEH: Thank you.
COSTELLO: Still to come in the -BASATNEH: Thank you for having me.
COSTELLO: You're welcome.
Still to come in the NEWSROOM, he's the leader of ISIS and he's on the run. We'll head to Iraq where the quest to find
al Baghdadi is ramping up after he was driven out of one key city.
[09:52:23] COSTELLO: At least 30 people, including four children and a medic, are dead following a new round of air
strikes in war-torn Aleppo. Children in one neighborhood were forced to flee their school, their backpacks still on after
the raids began. The air strikes, which activists say were accompanied by heavy artillery and barrel bombs, resumed on
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Tuesday for the first time in three weeks. And one of the last three pediatricians working in eastern Aleppo's children's
hospital has a simple but powerful plea, "pray for us." That doctor adding that staff and patients have all taken cover in a
basement room waiting for air strikes to end before they can leave.
Now to Iraq, where a U.S.-led coalition is battling ISIS in a bid to regain control of Mosul. A coalition spokesman says
4,000 bombs, missiles and artillery strikes have hit ISIS targets since the offensive began nearly a month ago. But as that
fight continues, a new challenge emerges, where is ISIS' leader, Abu Bakr al Baghdadi, the man who came to prominence
during this 2014 speech from Iraq's second largest city is believed to have fled during the first week of the campaign.
CNN's Phil Black in Erbil, Iraq, about an hour outside of Mosul.
Hi, Phil.
PHIL BLACK, CNN SENIOR INTERNATIONAL CORRESPONDENT: Hi, Carol.
The last we heard from Baghdadi was around the start of November. He released an audiotape urging his fighters not to
give up any ground, to fight on against the much larger Iraqi force that he's trying to drive them from Mosul and the area
surrounding it. Now we have heard from some paramilitary units that are responsible for clearing ISIS from towns and
villages to the west of Mosul. They have said they have intelligence leading them to believe that Baghdadi is in that area.
This is northwest Iraq between Mosul and the Syrian border. They say that he's in a relatively small area, between two
towns, that are only around an hour's drive apart.
The issue is that other members of this Iraqi coalition don't necessarily agree. The Iraqi defense ministry says the last it
believed it had on Baghdadi was when he left Mosul shortly after this big offensive began, about a month ago. They say
he went west but they don't know where he went after that. Of course, he could have gone further west across the Syrian
border into ISIS-controlled Syria. And the Kurds, the Peshmerga force that makes up part of this operation, a senior officer
with them has told us that he doesn't believe that Baghdadi is in that area, as these paramilitary groups claim.
Now, the context. U.S. officials have long had the working theory that he moves around a lot, never stays in one place for
long. He's very careful not to be vulnerable to any sort of attack. And they've always said that if they did know where he
was, they wouldn't talk about it. They would launch an operation to get him, Carol.
[09:55:05] COSTELLO: So, Phil, how is the campaign going in Mosul? Is it -- is it on track?
BLACK: Well, it's going to plan, we are told, but it is not going easily. It has definitely slowed down. The tempo has
changed. Ever since about a week ago when Iraqi forces entered the eastern suburbs of Mosul itself, the built-up areas of
that city, that's when ISIS has really started to resist them very strongly because it's very prepared, it knows the ground.
And, of course, there are civilians everywhere.
Now, there was an incident today that shows this. I want to show you some pictures. They're not easy to watch. They're a
little graphic. But it shows what happened in an area of eastern Mosul that had already been cleared of ISIS about a week
ago. This is where ISIS decided to launch mortar rounds into the civilian population. It's a classic ISIS tactic in order to
distract, drive tension away.
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The Daily Iowan: University of Iowa
November 16, 2016

Let's talk, then fight racism
Being Muslim in Trump's America is frightening, but open discussions are necessary to end Islamophobia.
By Anis Shakirah Mohd Muslimin
Anisshakirah-mohdmuslimin@uiowa.edu
Confusion, fear and disappointment mixed with ambiguity characterized how I felt about the 2016 presidential election
results last week.
Like millions in the country, the aftermath of the results made me ponder how a Donald Trump presidency could
potentially affect me. I can sympathize with the fear; I identify as a Muslim, a group that has been openly
marginalized and alienated by the country's president-elect throughout his campaign. Unfortunately, Trump's
fear-inciting campaign strategy was successful.
However, it is important to note that Islamophobia wasn't created by Trump. Even before the elections, there had been
a fair amount of prejudice and dislike directed at Muslims around the nation, especially in the wake of 9/11. Ever
since that tragic incident, Muslims have been scrutinized and held to tighter security measures, often used as a
convenient scapegoat in the country's efforts in counterterrorism.
When Trump was announced as the winner of the election, my heart sank knowing that a man who has openly
declared plans of a potential shutdown of Muslim immigration and requiring Muslim registration and identity
cards won enough in the Electoral College to lead the country. His win validated the notion that many Americans
distrusted people such as me and that I wasn't welcome because of my faith, appearance, and values.
Like many Muslims, I feared for my safety. Trump's win legitimized and normalized Islamophobia tendencies in
many communities, heightening it to new levels and empowering some to commit hate crimes towards Muslims.
According to NBC News, Muslim students at San Jose University and San Diego State University were recent
victims of hate crimes. The hijab of a student from San Jose was pulled while a man choked her. Another student
at San Diego State was followed by two men, who proceeded to rob her after making comments about Trump. The
Iowa City Press Citizen reported on Tuesday that a Sudanese-American family in Iowa City, who are Muslims,
discovered a racist note telling them to "go home" in front of their front door on the night of Nov. 11.
A large portion of Islamophobia is fueled by racism, lazy sweeping generalizations, and the lack of exposure to Muslims,
despite its being the second-largest religion in the world - there are 1.6 billion Muslims in the world as of 2010 - roughly
23 percent of the global population, according to a Pew Research Center estimate.
You'd think Trump's outlandish remarks would be a deal-breaker and a solid reason to prevent him from being the
Republican candidate, let alone win the presidency. But I guess not.
Trump's message of "hope" resonated with a large population of American voters who were unhappy with the system.
These are people who had deep antiestablishment anger and discontent, working-class people who felt immense
economical pain, but were left unheard throughout the campaign trail. I recognize that not all Trump supporters are racist
bigots, but I can't comprehend how people can find it in their hearts to choose a racist, xenophobic, and bigoted man as
the face of their country.
Hasan Minhaj of "The Daily Show" eloquently sums up how I felt about Trump supporters; he said, "You personally may
not be a racist, sexist xenophobe. But that comes with the package. So if you take that deal, what you're telling me is:
'Hey man, I don't hate you. I just don't care about you.' "
Hopefully, this election will serve as a painful reminder of how powerful racism can advance if we allow it.
I acknowledge why some people would be OK with some of Trump's policies that clearly target Muslims. In times of
frustration, our irrational fear of the unknown forces us to rely on shortcuts for answers, even if it means blaming all
Muslims for the actions of a few, an easy solution to a complicated issue.
However, I urge everyone to rise above Trump's scare tactics and hateful rhetoric and engage in more open discourse. In
times of uncertainty, bridges shouldn't be burned but built with an open mind that aims to listen and empathize.
To my fellow Muslims, I want you to know that you are loved and cared for. It is important to stay strong, be optimistic
and hopeful for a positive outcome. Although it hasn't always been perfect for Muslims, we shouldn't let the election or
hateful people silence us.
While public condemnation of Islamophobia is good to hear, more effort should be placed into facilitating discussions
about racism and ways to prevent it. Let's get together as a community, even if it means putting ourselves in uncomfortable
situations or engaging in difficult conversations. Let's talk.
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Germany Bans Muslim Group and Raids Scores of Sites
By MELISSA EDDY
BERLIN -- A German organization that calls itself the True Religion and that is known for distributing Germanlanguage copies of the Quran was outlawed on Tuesday, after the authorities accused it of recruiting jihadists to
fight in Iraq and Syria.
Thomas de Maizière, the German interior minister, said the government had banned the True Religion organization, which
is also known as Read (as in the instruction to read the Quran), because it acted as a ''collecting pool'' for would-be Islamist
fighters.
Starting on Tuesday morning, officers raided 190 premises in more than half of Germany's 16 states. Materials were
secured, but there were no detentions, Mr. de Maizière said.
''The organization brings Islamic jihadists together under the pretext of the harmless distribution of the Quran,''
Mr. de Maizière told reporters in Berlin, stressing that the authorities were acting against the group because of its work
to foster violence, not because of its faith. ''A systematic curtailment of our rule of law has nothing to do with the alleged
freedom of religion,'' he said.
The move comes after months of surveillance of the organization, whose bushy-bearded members have become a
common sight in pedestrian shopping areas in major German cities. Mr. de Maizière said that 140 of the group's
supporters are known to have traveled to Syria or Iraq to fight on behalf of the Islamic State.
''The translations of the Quran are being distributed along with messages of hatred and unconstitutional
ideologies,'' Mr. de Maizière said. ''Teenagers are being radicalized with conspiracy theories.''
The move comes a week after the authorities arrested five men who were accused of aiding the Islamic State in Germany
by recruiting members and providing financial and logistical help.
The True Religion is the sixth Islamist organization to be banned in Germany since 2012, under an effort to
ensure domestic security and to prevent radicalized young people from leaving the country to fight for extremists
abroad.
Germany has been gripped by a wave of small-scale terrorist attacks this year, including three that were claimed by the
Islamic State: the knifing of a policeman in February, an ax attack by a young refugee, and a suicide bombing, both in
July. (The only deaths in those assaults were those of the attackers.)
Most of the nearly one million migrants and refugees who arrived in Germany last year were Muslims. Security
officials have been concerned that those who become frustrated or disillusioned at the difficulty of starting a new
life in Europe could provide fertile ground for radical Islamists seeking to recruit members.
The campaign to hand out the Qurans to passers-by was the idea of Ibrahim Abou-Nagie, a Palestinian who
preaches a conservative brand of Islam known as Salafism. German security officials said he was not in Germany at
the time of the raids. Mr. de Maizière declined to comment on Mr. Abou-Nagie's possible whereabouts.
Mr. Abou-Nagie, who has lived in Germany for more than 30 years, has been on the radar of German security officials
since 2005, when he set up a website that officials say spreads extremist propaganda. An attempt to prosecute Mr. AbouNagie in 2012 on charges of incitement of religious hatred failed.
Even as they are carrying out a sweeping effort to prevent radical Muslims from committing terrorist acts, the
German authorities are also working to stop violence by far-right extremists. There was a 42 percent increase in
the number of violent acts committed by the far right in 2015, according to the country's domestic intelligence
service, the Federal Office for the Protection of the Constitution.
On Tuesday, federal prosecutors said they had charged eight men from the eastern state of Saxony with forming a farright terrorist organization known as the Freital Group, after the city near Dresden where many of the group's attacks were
carried out. The charges were brought by the state court in Dresden last Wednesday, the prosecutors said.
''The aim of the organization was to carry out explosive attacks on shelters for asylum seekers, as well as homes, offices
and automobiles of political dissidents,'' the prosecutors said in a statement. ''Through these actions, the suspects wanted
to create an atmosphere of fear and repression.''
Others from the group are already facing charges, including attempted murder, carrying out an explosion and vandalism,
over a series of attacks that began in late July 2015 and continued through November of that year. Those assaults involved
lobbing explosives at the offices of the Left Party and at a refugee shelter in Freital.
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FBI: Hate crimes against Muslims rise 67% in 2015
CHRISTINA A. CASSIDY
ATLANTA - Reported hate crimes against Muslims rose in 2015 to their highest number since the aftermath of the
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, according to FBI statistics released Monday.
Overall, the total number of hate crimes against all groups reported by law enforcement agencies to the FBI increased
from 5,479 in 2014 to 5,850 last year. That remains far lower than the numbers seen in the early 2000s, but the FBI release
comes amid numerous reports of attacks nationwide based on race and religion following last week's presidential election.
The most recent reporting covers calendar year 2015, which included the terror attacks in Paris and San
Bernardino, Calif., as well as Republican Donald Trump's call for a ban on all Muslims entering the U.S. All of
those, however, did not occur until the final two months of the year.
It's not yet known whether Trump plans to implement such a ban now that he has won the presidency. Critics say his
pledge has contributed to anti-Muslim sentiment.
"We've seen how words from public figures like Donald Trump translate into violence," said Mark Potok, with the
Southern Poverty Law Center, which tracks hate groups in the U.S.
Last year, there were 257 reported incidents of anti- Muslim bias compared to 154 the year before, a 67 percent
increase. The number of reported hate crimes against Muslims peaked at 481 in 2001.
Ibrahim Hooper, spokesman for the Council on American-Islamic Relations, said he was not surprised to see the large
increase in 2015 and said he expects the trend to continue.
"We saw a spike in anti- Muslim incidents nationwide beginning toward the end of 2015. That spike has continued
until today and even accelerated after the election of President-elect Trump," Hooper said.
There have been reports of racist and anti-religious incidents around the country since the Nov. 8 election.
Two students at a vocational school in York County, Penn., held a Donald Trump sign in a hallway as someone shouted
"white power," an incident captured on video and widely shared on Facebook.
In Silver Spring, Md., a banner advertising a Spanish-language service at an Episcopal church was slashed and the words
"Trump nation. Whites only" were written on the back.
Authorities on two California State University campuses, in San Diego and San Jose, were investigating reports that two
women wearing headscarves were attacked. At San Diego State University, authorities said a Muslim woman had her car
keys and vehicle stolen by two men who targeted her while she wore a hijab and made comments about Donald Trump's
election.
At the same time, a video- taped assault in Chicago showed black men beating a white man as onlookers screamed, "You
voted Trump!"
On Sunday, Trump said he had not heard reports that some of his supporters might be harassing minorities.
"I am so saddened to hear that," Trump said during an interview with CBS's "60 Minutes." ''And I say, stop it. If it, if it
helps, I will say this and I will say right to the cameras: Stop it."
According to the FBI report, the majority of hate crimes were motivated by bias against race or ethnicity. Of the 4,216
victims of a hate crime motivated by race or ethnicity, 52 percent were black, 18.7 percent were white and 9.3 percent
were Hispanic or Latino. Crimes against Jews increased about 9 percent, while bias incidents involving sexual orientation
were up 3.5 percent.
Civil rights groups have expressed concern that a Trump administration could radically reshape the U.S. Department of
Justice, particularly when it comes to policing but also in terms of the priority placed on hate crimes. Those concerns were
compounded over the weekend after Trump named as his chief White House strategist Steve Bannon, who came to his
campaign from Breitbart News. Under his leadership, the Breitbart website became one of the leading outlets of the socalled alt-right, a movement often associated with far-right efforts to preserve "white identity" and oppose
multiculturalism.
Michael Lieberman with the Anti-Defamation League said there have been "unprecedented efforts" to address hate crimes
in recent years, from outreach to law enforcement, community meetings and an emphasis on cooperation among federal
agencies.
Any increases, including the ones seen in anti-Muslim crimes, could be due in part to more reporting by victims as well
as better reporting and tracking by law enforcement agencies. The number of law enforcement agencies sending data on
hate crimes to the FBI decreased by about 3 percent in 2015.
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An AP investigation earlier this year found 17 percent of local law enforcement agencies had not submitted a single hate
crime report during the past six years as part of the FBI's tracking program, prompting concerns that an undercount was
masking the true scope of hate and bias crimes in the U.S.
"Gaps in participation and incomplete reporting demonstrate materially that this work must continue, and we will be
pressing the Trump Justice Department and U.S. attorneys so this important work will be ongoing," Lieberman said.
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Bannon's White House appointment draws furious rebukes
Jake Owens
WASHINGTON -- Steve Bannon was one of Donald Trump's closest confidants and most determined field lieutenants
throughout the presidential campaign; now he has become President-elect Trump's first major post-election political
problem.
The angry backlash against Trump's announcement that the Breitbart News executive would serve as his chief White
House strategist gave dispirited Democrats and other critics of the president-elect a rallying point Monday. Mainstream
Jewish and Muslim groups warned that Trump was elevating an enthusiastic promoter of white nationalism to a desk
steps from the Oval Office.
Republican lawmakers, many of whom have their own reasons for disliking Bannon, were not inclined to defend him.
"I've never met the guy," House Speaker Paul D. Ryan (R-Wis.) said on CNN, adding that "I trust Donald's judgment."
"I do not know Steve Bannon," House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) said as he repeatedly parried questions
from reporters at a news conference Monday morning.
That reluctance to actively defend Trump's choice came as no surprise. Bannon is, after all, a man who said in a 2004
interview with the Daily Beast: "I want to bring everything crashing down, and destroy all of today's establishment."
He repeatedly has made clear that he does not exempt the Republican leadership from that desired fate.
The fight over his appointment underscored the continued tension between the party leadership and Trump. The
president-elect clearly values Bannon's strategic advice and relied heavily on him to pilot his campaign in its closing
months. But whether Trump can navigate the conflict within the party -- and what role Bannon plays in doing so -- could
be central to whether the new administration can succeed.
All that left Bannon where he has been throughout his career -- in a bunker exchanging fire with what he derisively calls
the forces of "political correctness."
Only the stakes had suddenly become much higher.
The rage that many civil rights activists and leaders of minority groups have toward Bannon has been swelling for years,
long before Trump brought him into the inner sanctum of his operation.
For many, Bannon personifies the so-called alt-right, which the Anti-Defamation League in a statement Sunday night
denounced as "a loose-knit group of white nationalists and unabashed anti-Semites and racists." Indeed, Bannon's
appointment to Trump's campaign this year had drawn praise from former Ku Klux Klan leader David Duke and neoNazi organizations.
Bannon, who has been fighting multiculturalism and the country club politics of the Republican Party establishment for
years, has been aggressively seeking out rumbles since he was a kid in Richmond, Va., growing up in a house not far from
where Democratic vice presidential nominee Tim Kaine lives.
His father, Martin, still lives in the neighborhood. His younger brother, Mike, recently recounted to the local newspaper
how he was constantly getting called to the neighborhood pool as a teenager to drag his brother out of a fight.
Bannon signed up for the Navy directly out of college, became an officer, left in 1983 for Harvard Business School, then
landed a job at Goldman Sachs. His subsequent years in investment banking made him rich, and Hollywood production
credits added yet more intrigue to his biography.
He picked up something else, as well: His experiences with the self-satisfied nature of America's financial and cultural
elites made him angry, he says.
"I went to Harvard Business School, worked at Goldman Sachs," he told a Los Angeles Times reporter in 2010. "I know
about elites, I know about the contempt that they hold. They hold the basic heartland of this country in contempt."
Bannon became a close friend and patron of Andrew Breitbart, and took over operations of his news organization in
2012, when Breitbart died suddenly of heart failure at age 43.
At Breitbart, Bannon's antagonisms manifested themselves in coverage that routinely referred negatively to
Muslims, inner-city minorities and women, among other groups. Often the facts were suspect, as when Breitbart
wrote about an extremely flawed poll's finding that more than half of American Muslims wanted Shariah law, or
suggested that Hillary Clinton's aide, Huma Abedin, might be a Saudi operative.
One Breitbart writer declared, "America has a Muslim problem," and made clear he was not talking about
extremist Muslims, but all Muslims.
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The headline of one Breitbart story screamed: "Birth control makes women unattractive and crazy." Another headline
referred to William Kristol, the editor of the conservative magazine the Weekly Standard and an opponent of Trump's, as
a "renegade Jew."
Journalist Ben Shapiro, a former writer for Breitbart, described it as a platform for "white ethno-nationalism" and a
"cesspool for white supremacist meme makers."
GOP strategist Kurt Bardella, who said he talked to Bannon almost daily for two years while working as Breitbart's media
consultant, described him as "the ideological driving force behind Breitbart and its content."
"He put himself front and center," said Bardella, who parted ways with Breitbart as the site became something he saw as
"toxic and perpetually malcontent."
Bannon's allies, however, call talk of racism outrageous. On Monday, as the denunciations of Bannon mounted, Breitbart
employees quickly signed onto what had all the appearances of a traditional crisis-communications exercise, releasing
statements painting Bannon as a sensitive and sympathetic employer -- even someone who prizes diversity.
That portrait contrasts with the one that emerged in court filings. In 2007, during divorce proceedings, Bannon's thenwife alleged that he repeatedly made anti-Semitic remarks as the couple toured Los Angeles private schools for their
daughters.
She said Bannon had asked the director of the Westland School "why there were so many Hanukkah books in the library."
He was concerned that the Willows Community School "used to be in a temple," she alleged in a court filing.
In a deposition, referring to Bannon's reaction to another prominent private school, she said that "the biggest problem he
had with Archer is the number of Jews that attend. He said that he doesn't like Jews and that he doesn't like the way they
raise their kids to be 'whiny brats,' and that he didn't want the girls going to school with Jews."
Bannon, who ultimately sent his children to Archer for middle school and high school, has denied ever making any such
comments.
"This is what they will do to anybody who defeats the left," said Joel Pollak, a Breitbart journalist in California who is
an Orthodox Jew.
"There are no Nazis here, no white nationalists here," Pollak said, of the Breitbart newsroom. "If our articles appeal to
people beyond our core audience, there is nothing I can do about that.
"We are what we have always been," he said, "a voice for conservative movement."
(Times staff writers Michael A. Memoli in Washington and Robin Abcarian in Los Angeles contributed to this report.)
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FBI hate-crime report sees surge in attacks on Muslims
HANNAH ALLAM
WASHINGTON - The FBI on Monday released its annual tally of hate crimes, with numbers that confirmed the
fears of Muslim advocacy groups: a 67 percent jump in offenses against Muslims in 2015.
Long before the FBI released its findings, American Muslims had sounded the alarm on a rise in attacks they
categorized as " Islamophobic," targeting Muslims specifically because of their faith. A resurgence of anti-Muslim
and anti-immigrant rhetoric, most notably in Donald Trump's presidential campaign, correlated with a flurry of
reports of assailants ripping off headscarves, spraypainting slurs on mosques and harassing or even beating
Muslims in the street.
"We saw this coming and we've always thought that it was worse than has been reported," said Paul Galloway,
executive director of the American Muslim Advisory Council, a statewide advocacy group in Tennessee.
The anti- Muslim offenses were part of a nearly 7 percent increase overall in hate crime incidents, according to the
FBI's statistics, which many activists consider underreported because not all jurisdictions record bias-related offenses
and there's a relatively high bar of proof for getting such a classification. The FBI recorded 5,818 incidents in 2015 - 59
percent were related to race or ethnicity, 20 percent were related to religious bias and nearly 18 percent were related to
sexual orientation.
The FBI's breakdown of offenses showed two main types - intimidation and simple assault, each around 40 percent though there were also several more violent crimes, including 18 murders and 13 rapes. Of the more than 5,000 offenders,
the FBI says, 48 percent were white, 24 percent were black and 16 percent were of unknown racial background. The
report listed 122 victims who were attacked because of gender identification bias, including at least 76 transgender
victims.
This was the 25th anniversary of the bureau's Uniform Crime Report, an annual compilation of hate crimes as reported
by law enforcement agencies from across the nation. While researchers view it as a useful tool in tracking the patterns of
hate-motivated crimes, it's by no means perfect - this year, for example, the number of participating agencies dropped by
nearly 500 and, of those, most reported zero hate crimes, noted Brian Levin, director of the Center for the Study of Hate
and Extremism at California State University.
Levin took note of the uptick in anti-Muslim incidents, which he attributed to a period of "heightened anti-Islamic
prejudice, increased Salafist Jihadist terror attacks and political vitriol." In 2014, the FBI recorded 154 crimes;
there were 257 in 2015.
Galloway, of the Muslim council in Tennessee, said his optimistic side hopes the higher figures stem from more victims
deciding to come forward and better law enforcement training on handling such cases. Still, he said, it's hard not to
succumb to fear when there's been an undeniable increase in threats against Muslims.
In a half- hour interview, Galloway mentioned several incidents he knew of personally: His wife, who wears a
headscarf, has been yelled at to "Go home!" A colleague believes her scarf was the reason the driver of a huge
pickup truck tried to run her off the road last week in Knoxville, Tenn. A student he knows in Nashville said a
teacher told Muslim and Latino students to get their passports ready now that Trump will be president.
The incoming Trump administration has already announced a top White House job for former Breitbart News executive
Stephen Bannon, who is known for publishing the bigoted and racist views of the so- called " alt- right" white nationalist
movement. Muslims worry the new administration's openly hostile statements about Muslims and other minorities will
lead to an even higher number of hate crimes next year.
"They feel like the election of Donald Trump, in many ways and by many people, is seen as an affirmation that their lives
aren't as valued or welcomed," Galloway said.
While the number of anti-Muslim attacks is rapidly increasing, Jews still remain the most targeted religious group in the
FBI report, with anti-Jewish crimes accounting for 52 percent of offenses motivated by religious bias. As for the statistics
on racially motivated attacks, 1,745 were anti-black, 613 were antiwhite and 299 were anti-Hispanic.
Distributed by Tribune Content Agen
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Muslim Americans reassure their children and prepare for a new day
Yonat Shimron
RALEIGH, N.C. - On the day after the election, Mervat Aqqad's 7-year-old son woke up and asked who got elected
president.
When Aqqad broke the news to Ibrahim, a second-grader at the Al-Iman School in Raleigh, his first question was,
"Do we have to move now?"
"I told him, 'You were born here. You're an American citizen like anyone else,'" said Aqqad, a Raleigh middle school
teacher. "I had to explain to him the difference between legal and illegal."
Such was the reality in hundreds of Muslim homes in Raleigh and across the nation as parents tried to comfort
their children and to calm their own fears in the wake of Donald's Trump's election.
The Republican candidate, who proposed banning Muslims from entering the United States, monitoring mosques
and torturing terrorism suspects is now the president-elect, and for many American Muslims that's an
uncomfortable reality.
As they gathered at the Islamic Association of Raleigh mosque for one of three Friday prayer shifts, they talked of the
need to know their rights, remain vigilant and take extra precautions to guard their loved ones.
Across the country, from the All Dulles Area Muslim Society in Sterling, Virginia, to the Islamic Association of Greater
Detroit in Rochester Hills, Michigan, Muslims are coming together for town hall meetings and prayers to talk about the
election and figure out a path forward with a president-elect they fear doesn't share their best interests.
"There was a denial among Muslims that Trump would be able to win," said Manzoor Cheema, a Raleigh activist and
coordinator for Muslims for Social Justice, a statewide group. "Now many Muslims are realizing their civic duty doesn't
end with voting." Most people who identify with faiths other than Christianity favored Hillary Clinton, but exit polls did
not track the Muslim vote because at 1 percent of the U.S. population they are not a large enough group. Raleigh, Durham
and Chapel Hill, the three communities that form the Triangle region, all favored Clinton.
But while Muslims here expressed shock and disappointment at Trump's election, they were neither panic-stricken nor
despondent. Mostly they spoke of the need to build stronger coalitions with fellow minorities, whether Latinos, African
Americans, immigrants and members of other minority faiths.
Luba Ahmad-Rufai, a 28-year-old activist who serves as vice president of Triangle Muslim Aid, a relief organization,
said Trump's election was not going to steer her off course.
"For me, I'm focusing on continuing our work and building bridges in the community through service," she said as she
stood behind a sign-up table on the mosque's second floor, selling tickets for her organization's fall gala scheduled for this
weekend. Following the slaying of three students of their faith in nearby Chapel Hill last year, Muslims here are battlehardened and better prepared. The shooting in the usually harmonious university town became part of a larger
narrative of hate crimes against Muslims.
In its wake, local Muslims formed new alliances with non-Muslims and redoubled their efforts to play a bigger role in
civic life, through multiple civil rights and charity organizations formed to continue the work of Deah Barakat and his
wife Yusor Abu-Salha, two of the shooting victims who spent much of their lives giving back to those less fortunate.
"In this community we've gone through such a huge sacrifice," said Fiaz Fareed, a Raleigh Muslim who works as a nuclear
medicine technologist at WakeMed, a local hospital. "How much worse can it get?"
Fareed said the shooting strengthened the Muslim community and, in a strange way, gave it hope for a better future.
While speakers at Friday services spoke of not giving in to fear, many Muslims said they have received lots of
encouragement from the community.
Rashid Salahat said his wife was greeted with hugs at the local gym on the day after the election, and his own customers
at the Subway sandwich shop he runs in downtown Raleigh went out of their way to say, "If anything bothers you, you
let me know."
Members of this community know that slights, name-calling and finger-pointing will continue. In many ways, they are
used to it.Jamil Qurneh, a Raleigh businessman, recalled a scene at the pool during family vacation at a Myrtle
Beach, South Carolina, resort this summer in which a distraught mother pulled her son away from his children
saying, "You can't play with these kinds of people."
But, Qurneh, who felt the election was the ugliest in the 35 years he has lived in the U.S., added, "We're praying. And
hoping for the best.
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Following Hate Crimes And Trump's Election, Muslims Remain Resilient
ANCHORS: Joel Rose
ROBERT SIEGEL: Since Donald Trump won the presidential election, advocacy groups say there's been an
increase in reports of hate crimes against immigrants and minorities. Many people have been on edge, especially
Muslim Americans. NPR's Joel Rose reports on a New Jersey mosque where members are trying to figure out their place
in the community and in America.
JOEL ROSE: Election night was complicated for Azra Baig. She's an elected school-board member in suburban South
Brunswick, N.J. Baig was running for re-election this fall. She had just put out yard signs with her name on them when a
friend from her mosque called.
AZRA BAIG: Someone wrote ISIS sympathizer on the sign.
JOEL ROSE: Baig was surprised. She's the only Muslim on the school board. But there's a pretty big Muslim population
in South Brunswick and other towns around here. And this didn't just happen once or twice.
AZRA BAIG: The next day we found another sign that was vandalized. So multiple times basically the same signs
were vandalized - you know, Miss ISIS, anti-American, raghead.
JOEL ROSE: Baig told the police, but otherwise, she kept quiet until after the election. She didn't want to encourage
copycats. And Baig says she didn't want to win re-election to her school-board seat because of what she calls a sympathy
vote.
AZRA BAIG: That's not me. I put in a lot of hard work over the years, and I wanted to get it on my own merit. So I found
out on election night that I won. And, yes, I was happy. And then when they announced that Donald Trump - presidentelect - and I started crying. Like, I was in shock.
JOEL ROSE: Baig says that's how a lot of people felt at her mosque, the Islamic Society of Central Jersey. These are
doctors, lawyers, professionals, people who are deeply involved in their communities. Shahnaz Naeem was listening
during the campaign when Donald Trump talked about banning all Muslims from coming into the country.
SHAHNAZ NAEEM: You know, I was just left with the feeling that, you know, we have elected hate as a society.
And that's not who we are.
JOEL ROSE: Naeem was picking her kids up at the day school run by the mosque. She says it was hard explaining the
election to them.
SHAHNAZ NAEEM: My little 5-year-old - like, every day, she would ask me, who you voting for? Who you voting for?
'Cause she wanted to make sure I'm voting for the right person (laughter). So, you know, it was tough telling them what
happened. But we talked about it. And they didn't fall apart. I feel like there's a lot of resilience in our kids. And that's
what we need in them to help our country move forward instead of backwards.
JOEL ROSE: In an interview, President-elect Trump discouraged his followers from attacking Muslims and other
minorities. And not everyone at this mosque thinks Trump's election will trigger a rise in Islamophobia. Mazen Oudeh
was picking up his son Yusuf after school.
MAZEN OUDEH: Whether we had Trump or didn't have Trump, the people's feelings were going to still be the same.
Yeah, he's not saying very nice things about Muslims. And I've just told Yusuf that these things are not true - that we're
going to be kicked out of the country. These things are not going to happen.
UNIDENTIFIED MAN: (Praying in Arabic).
JOEL ROSE: Hundreds of people pack into the mosque sanctuary for afternoon prayers. The Islamic Society of Central
Jersey was founded more than 40 years ago. It's in the process of expanding the mosque building it outgrew a long time
ago. BABAR SAEED: It's our country. We live here. We expect our grandkids all to grow up over here.
JOEL ROSE: Mosque member Babar Saeed says Trump's election might turn out to be a good thing for Muslim
Americans. BABAR SAEED: There is racism, bigotry in - you know, on some part of the country. So, you know,
it's out there. And we have to deal with it.
JOEL ROSE: That echoes something mosque president Arif Patel said, based on a verse from the Quran.
ARIF PATEL: You know, we might not know what's good for us in what we think is a bad situation. And we might not
know what's bad for us in what we perceive to be a good situation, right? Only God knows.
JOEL ROSE: God has a plan, says Patel, even if it's not easy to see right now. Joel Rose, NPR News, Monmouth Junction,
N
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Hate crimes against Muslims jump, FBI says
CHRISTINA A. CASSIDY
The Associated Press
ATLANTA - Reported hate crimes against Muslims rose in 2015 to their highest number since the aftermath of the
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, according to FBI statistics released Monday.
Overall, the total number of hate crimes against all groups reported by law-enforcement agencies to the FBI increased
from 5,479 in 2014 to 5,850 last year. That remains far lower than the numbers seen in the early 2000s, but the FBI release
comes amid numerous reports of attacks nationwide based on race and religion after this past week's presidential election.
The most recent reporting covers calendar year 2015, which included the terror attacks in Paris and San
Bernardino, Calif., as well as Republican Donald Trump's call for a ban on all Muslims entering the United States.
All of those, however, did not occur until the final two months of the year. Critics say his pledge has contributed to
anti-Muslim sentiment.
This past year, there were 257 reported incidents of anti-Muslim bias compared with 154 the year before, a 67
percent increase. The number of reported hate crimes against Muslims peaked at 481 in 2001.
Ibrahim Hooper, spokesman for the Council on American-Islamic Relations, said he was not surprised to see the large
increase in 2015 and said he expects the trend to continue.
"We saw a spike in anti-Muslim incidents nationwide beginning toward the end of 2015. That spike has continued
until today and even accelerated after the election of President-elect Trump," Hooper said.
There have been reports of racist and anti-religious incidents around the country since the Nov. 8 election.
Two students at a vocational school in York County, Pa., held a Donald Trump sign in a hallway as someone shouted
"white power," an incident captured on video and widely shared on Facebook.
In Silver Spring, Md., a banner advertising a Spanish-language service at an Episcopal church was slashed and the words
"Trump nation. Whites only" were written on the back.
Authorities on two California State University campuses, in San Diego and San Jose, were investigating reports
that two women wearing headscarves were attacked. At San Diego State University, authorities said car keys and
a vehicle belonging to a Muslim woman were stolen by two men who targeted her while she wore a hijab and made
comments about Trump's election.
At the same time, a videotaped assault in Chicago showed black men beating a white man as onlookers screamed, "You
voted Trump!"
On Sunday, Trump said he had not heard reports that some supporters might be harassing minorities. "I am so saddened
to hear that," Trump said on CBS' "60 Minutes." "And I say, stop it. If it, if it helps, I will say this and I will say right to
the cameras: Stop it."
According to the FBI report, the majority of hate crimes were motivated by bias against race or ethnicity. Of the 4,216
victims of a hate crime motivated by race or ethnicity, 52 percent were black, 18.7 percent were white and 9.3 percent
were Hispanic or Latino. Crimes against Jews increased about 9 percent, while bias incidents involving sexual orientation
were up 3.5 perce
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Trump's win leaves American Muslims reeling and scared
Rachel Zoll and Deepti Hajela
The Associated Press
American Muslims say they are numb and frightened by the election of Donald Trump as president
FULL TEXT
On the morning after the election, Alia Ali had a sickening feeling as she headed to her job as a secretary at a New York
City public school, her hijab in place as usual. Ali is a Muslim who lives and works in one of the most diverse places in
the U.S., and yet the ascension of Donald Trump to the White House left her wondering how other Americans really
viewed her.
"Half of America voted one way and half of America voted the other, and you're like, 'Which half am I looking at?'" she
said. "You become almost like strangers to the people you've worked with. Is this person racist? Do they like me? Do
they not like me? Because that's what this election has done."
American Muslims are reeling following the election of Trump, whose campaign was rife with anti-Muslim rhetoric
and proposals that included banning Muslims from entering the country and heightened surveillance of mosques
across the nation. Now, among many of the 3.3 million Muslims living in the U.S., there is significant fear, along
with some reports of harassment; one hijab-wearing student at San Diego State University said she was briefly
choked by suspects who made remarks about Trump's victory.
"There are lots and lots of people who aren't going out of the house," said Eboo Patel, a Muslim who heads the
Interfaith Youth Core, a Chicago-based organization that works with colleges and government officials to build
interreligious relationships.
At New York University late last week, hundreds of people sat shoulder-to-shoulder on a grand staircase of a student
center to express solidarity after the word "Trump!" was scrawled on the door of a Muslim prayer space at the school.
Students spoke of friends who wore headscarves or other traditional clothing and were afraid to take public
transportation home for fear of being harassed.
Sana Mayat, a 21-year-old senior who wears the hijab, said the election made her realize "there was a large part of this
country that didn't want me here."
"There is an intense state of anxiety about the future," said Rami Nashashibi, a parent of three and executive director of
Chicago's Inner-City Muslim Action Network, which has been inundated with calls seeking support since Election Day.
"I grappled with the conversation I had to have with my children."
The outcome was especially bitter following an unprecedented voter registration drive by American Muslims, including
get-out-the-vote sermons at mosques and the creation of a political action committee, Emerge USA, to mobilize Arabs
and Muslims.
Enas Almadhwahi, a 28-year-old Yemeni immigrant who has been in the U.S. since 2008, became a citizen this year and
voted for the first time. To mark the occasion, she brought her 7-year-old daughter, along with some co-workers.
"At that moment, I was so happy," said Almadhwahi, who lives in Brooklyn, New York, and works at an Arab-American
community organization. The next day, when she told her daughter Trump had won, the girl cried. A friend had told the
little girl that if Trump won, it would mean they couldn't talk anymore.
"Everything feels like it's upside down," Almadhwahi said. "I still like to hope Trump will change his words about
Muslims."
Trump's policy plans remain a mystery, but his administration could radically reshape the Justice Department, which has
been an ally under President Barack Obama in protecting Muslim civil rights. Trump could also repeal a key Obama
program that prevents the deportation of some immigrants, including Muslims, living in the country illegally.
Muslims had far from a perfect relationship with the Obama administration. For years, the president kept the community
largely at arms-length, sending surrogates to meet with them amid a stubborn misapprehension, fueled in part by his
critics, that Obama, a Christian, was secretly Muslim. Many U.S. Muslim leaders were uncomfortable with his foreign
policy in Iraq and elsewhere, and objected to his program to fight extremism at home, saying the focus on Muslims ignored
other threats from right-wing, anti-government extremists.
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Still, Muslim leaders had built solid ties with many government officials. Now, they face not only the loss of those
connections, but potentially a closed door to their concerns.
"The friends we have are going to be fewer," said Farhana Khera, president of the California-based civil rights group
Muslim Advocates, which has represented clients suing over the New York Police Department's surveillance of American
Muslims. "I think we'll be very much in a defensive posture."
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Young Texas Muslims wary
JORDAN RUDNER JRUDNER
WASHINGTON BUREAU
WASHINGTON - Most mornings, Aysha Khan takes the DART train to get to school. But after Donald Trump's victory
in the presidential election, her parents asked her to drive.
"They were worried for me," said Khan, a 21-year-old graduate student at the University of Texas at Dallas. "They
were scared for me to go outside, as someone who wears a hijab."
Khan's parents weren't the only ones who were scared. Last week, frightened by the sweeping victory of a man
who at one point called for a national database to track Muslims, young Muslim Americans across Texas described
feeling alienated from the only country they've known as home.
"Being an American is a very prominent part of my identity," said Khan, whose parents emigrated from Pakistan. "It's
shaped my values and my beliefs. The fact that half the nation doesn't think I'm American enough - that hurts."
According to a study released in September, hate crimes against American Muslims have skyrocketed over the last
two years to a level not seen since the aftermath of the Sept. 11 attacks. Khan and others attribute much of that
spike to Trump's rhetoric.
"We're going to have to do certain things that were, frankly, unthinkable a year ago" regarding Muslim
communities, Trump said last year. He also called for a ban on Muslims entering the country and falsely claimed
that thousands of them celebrated when the Twin Towers fell.
Since Tuesday, there have been reports of widespread harassment against Muslims and other minority groups in
schools across the country. In Plano, one Muslim student reported that a group of students called him a terrorist
and used a racial slur to refer to his African-American friend.
For Zainab Ghwari, a community organizer in Sugar Land, the election results were a discomfiting reminder of the way
many Americans perceive her. According to a Pew Research Center study, only 1 percent of adults in Texas identify as
Muslim.
"I think in our community, we really underestimated the lack of empathy from, to be very blunt, the white Caucasian
population," Ghwari said. "I feel heartbroken today."
Majority of whites
A clear majority of white men and white women voted for Trump, while men and women from ethnic minority groups
overwhelmingly supported Hillary Clinton. Roughly 67 percent of U.S. Muslims identify as Democrats, up from 42
percent a decade ago, according to the Council on American-Islamic Relations.
Ghwari's parents immigrated to the United States in the mid-1980s. Her father is from Jordan, her mother from Morocco.
Growing up in Houston, home to the largest Muslim population in Texas, Ghwari said she worked hard to answer
questions from strangers who didn't understand her religious beliefs. She works with the Muslim American Vote, a
Houston-based group dedicated to increasing voter turnout in the community.
She said she's used to feeling like an outsider, but not to the degree she experienced after Election Day.
"I already knew there was the fear, but I didn't know there was the hate, too," Ghwari said. "When people look
at me, all that they can see is a foreign woman."
Rather than having to engage with celebrating Trump supporters, Aicha Fokar, a senior at Texas Tech University in
Lubbock, decided to skip class the morning after the election.
"I decided to avoid a situation where things could get out of control," she said. "For my own sake, I wanted to minimize
interactions."
Still, Fokar said, she plans to continue wearing her hijab and praying in public spaces, although she has friends who have
stopped doing both. She knows even prayer can raise suspicion among non-Muslims.
"Physically, we can be identified as Muslim. There's no avoiding it," Fokar said. "But I don't plan on taking off my
headscarf. A lot of my sisters are refusing to change anything themselves - we're going to die fighting, and holding onto
our ideals."
'President for all'
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In his victory speech early Wednesday morning, Trump called for unity among Americans of all religions and pledged he
would be "president for all Americans."
But his strong stance against Syrian refugees, and his willingness to entertain radical ideas about how Muslim Americans
should be treated, have Khan questioning her future in Trump's America. As a woman, she said, she was horrified by
Trump's comments about sexually assaulting women.
"I feel like I'm in solidarity with every woman today," she said.
But her visibility as a Muslim woman sets her further apart.
Although she's getting her master's degree in public administration at UTD, Khan said she finds herself reconsidering the
trajectory of her career.
"I've dedicated my life to public service, and I intend to work in the public service one day," Khan said. "I want to dedicate
my entire life to helping people. But it feels like they don't want me here."
Twitter: @jrud
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LOCAL REACTION;
Trump win has Muslims worried
Steven Spearie
Correspondent
At one point during Donald Trump's presidential campaign, Mona Ahsan's 14-year-old son asked her if Muslims
would be forced to wear crescents as a mark of identification if Trump was elected.
"It wrenched my whole gut," said Ahsan, of her son's question, alluding to the Nazi practice of forcing Jews to wear Star
of David armbands and badges in occupied Europe.
"It's just not right. I know (my son) was concerned about the matter."
Local Muslims are registering fear, disbelief and shock at Trump's ascendancy, especially in light of his proposal
of banning Muslims from entering the U.S. and his suggestion that Muslims carry identification cards.
The immigration ban was proposed last December after the killing of 14 people in San Bernardino, California, by
a couple who had been "radicalized." In June, Trump proposed to stop any immigration from countries
"compromised by terrorism," generally seen as an expansion of that ban.
In a March interview with CNN's Anderson Cooper, Trump said he thought that "Islam hates us."
But local Muslims see Trump's election as a way to galvanize those removed from the political process, especially those
who came to the U.S. to escape authoritarian regimes.
It also presents an opportunity, said Ahsan, a Springfield attorney who deals with immigration and civil rights issues, to
show how integrated Muslims already are in the community, in jobs and community volunteer efforts.
Maryam Mostoufi likened the Muslim situation the last eight years to a pressure cooker.
"It's been heating up and heating up and heating up and Donald Trump opened the valve," said Mostoufi, who
often speaks on behalf of the local Muslim community, which has about 300 members from over 30 different countries.
Leaders, like Mostoufi and Ahsan, will try to counteract fears by pushing for more political and community involvement.
"Mona and I try to talk to others about what the Constitution says and their Constitutional rights are," Mostoufi said. "We
need to be ready to join groups that stand in challenge of (any) abridgement of those rights.
"There are a lot of first-generation citizens (in the local Muslim community) who may not have been involved in the
political process because they don't trust the system. They came from countries where they were victims of the political
process. They may speak limited English, but we need to hold their hand and tell them not to be fearful."
"I don't want people to feel despondent (about a Trump presidency)," added Ahsan, who came to the U.S. from Pakistan
after high school and is a naturalized citizen. "I respect that we're in a democracy. There are going to be a lot of things
I'm going to disagree with, but disagreement is healthy.
"When Muslims get intimidated and don't voice concerns, that's undemocratic."
Hassan Mohamoud, the imam at the Islamic Society of Greater Springfield, acknowledged that there is concern tempered
with optimism among local Muslims.
Mohamoud, 25, a graduate student at the University of Illinois Springfield and a hafiz Qur'an, meaning he's memorized
the entire Qur'an, pointed out that the center is engaged in numerous interfaith movements, like helping build the House
of Abraham through Habitat for Humanity of Sangamon County, and Children of Abraham, a youth group that has
interacted with other church groups in the area.
This summer, ISOGS announced it was building a 7,000 square-foot multi-purpose center in Springfield, and it is eyeing
starting a community food program and medical clinic, Mohamoud said.
"This (presidency) could be an opportunity to open up more and on a personal level," said Mohamoud, who came to the
U.S. from Somalia. "You can demonize the person if you don't know them."
"The American Muslim community is very diverse," Ahsan added. "We're very proud to be Americans. My family came
to this country. Our kids were born here. My husband (Sohail Siddique) fought for this country (in the U.S. Navy)."
Mostoufi said the reality Muslims face in the current political climate can't be ignored. The Council on AmericanIslamic Relations (CAIR), a civil rights and advocacy group, has reported a spike in Islamophobic hate crimes.
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Recently, in Gwinnett, Georgia, a Muslim teacher was told to "hang herself" with her hijab, or head covering.
And in Troy, Michigan, a jogger was arrested for exposing himself to a Muslim woman and hurling racial epithets
at her.
Mostoufi said she will continue to wear her hijab, but will exercise caution in other areas, like going out alone. "We have
to take precautions, but we can't let the other side win by hiding ourselves," Mostoufi said. "It's a lesson to Muslim
Americans: come out of hiding and become more involved in social action issues." There also has been a reliance, said
Mostoufi, on Islamic sacred texts and teachings to deal with hate speech. One, she recalled, involved a woman who threw
fecal matter at and called the prophet Muhammad names on his daily walk home. Instead of retaliating, the prophet would
send her food and one day when she didn't come out, he found out that she was ill.
"We have to respond with love and kindness, too," Mostoufi said.
"We can't lower ourselves to the same base level (as some others). That doesn't mean we don't use the political system,
that we don't educate ourselves and don't become social activists.
"There's a Japanese proverb, 'The nail that sticks out gets hammered down.' We have to reassure people (locally) that you
can say things to stick out, but that we will be there for them."
--Steven Spearie contact: spearie@hotmail.com or follow on Facebook or Twitter (@StevenSpearie).
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Anxiety, fear on college campuses after election
Oklahoma State University students are among more than 300 million Americans learning how to transition into the
President Donald Trump era.
Racist, Islamophobic and homophobic incidents have been compiled in a nationwide social media trend, "Trump's
America." Police have barricaded Trump Tower to protect the building from rioters as anti-Trump protests continue to
take place across the U.S. Numerous arrests and property damage charges have been made since Wednesday.
A University of New Mexico student said another student pulled off her hijab, wearing a Trump shirt and making
comments suggesting she was a terrorist while doing so, according to ABC News. Multiple reports of people pulling
off Muslim-Americans' hijabs and making threatening comments have surfaced since Tuesday's election results.
In Stillwater, OSU Housing and Residential Life reportedly discovered grafitti in Village C considered as "potentially
racist slurs," according to an email sent to students.
Many organizations on campus exist to help minorities find a place at OSU, and the Muslim Student Association is one
of the largest. Imen Amiri, OSU MSA's cultural officer, said the election results make it that much more important for
the organization continue its usual practice: educating.
"A lot of the hate and division that has been perpetuated into our societies and communities stems from ignorance," Amiri
said. "Our purpose as students at a higher educational institution like OSU is knowledge. ... We as students all need to be
reminded of this and apply it to all types of learning to become more aware of our surroundings."
Amiri said the organization will continue to create open dialogue among students through events such as MSA cultural
night, MSA week and Da'wah tables on campus, with signs reading "Ask us about Islam." Amiri was born in Utah and
grew up in Stillwater, so she knows the challenges of being Muslim in America.
"Stillwater is home to me," Amiri said. "I wouldn't have it any other way."
Many college campuses across the nation have also seen an increase in racism in the days after Trump and Vice Presidentelect Mike Pence's win.
The University of Oklahoma suspended a student reportedly responsible for a racist GroupMe chat sent to AfricanAmerican students of Trump's alma mater, the University of Pennsylvania, according to a statement from OU President
David Boren.
"The University of Oklahoma has made it clear that we will not tolerate racism or hate speech that constitutes a threat to
our campus or others," Boren said in the statement.
The GroupMe chat the unnamed OU student reportedly included more than 100 University of Pennsylvania students in
was titled "N***** Lynching." It also reportedly contained a calendar invite titled "Daily Lynching." The OU student
operated under the account name "Trump's Disciples," but the FBI traced the messages back to him or her. Investigators
haven't concluded whether the student acted alone.
Oklahoma State Queers and Allies serves as a safe haven for LGBTQ+ students. President of OSQ&A Preston Phillips
said he woke up in disbelief Wednesday morning.
"The first thing I did was ask my boyfriend who won, and he just goes, 'Trump,'" Phillips said. "My first thought was,
'But really, though?'"
OSQ&A Vice President Galen Bunting said he fears for his friends because of recent discussion about Pence and gay
conversion camps.
"I feel like everything is going to get locked down," Bunting said. "It's not going to be safe to be transgender. It's not
going to be safe to be gay."
OSU President Burns Hargis sent out a campuswide email Thursday supporting acceptance of diversity.
"As we move forward, I encourage all of us to remain committed to cultivating and enhancing a culture of inclusion,"
Hargis said. "Respecting and supporting each other is the hallmark of the OSU community. It's who we are."
Micah Allen and Rachel Moretti contributed to this report.
news@ocolly.co
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Vitriol only intensifies after bitter election
Abigail Hauslohner; Sandhya Somashekhar;Susan Svrluga

Divisions continue to play out online, in the streets, at schools
When Joe Gavish saw the truck, with its "I Hate Muslims" bumper sticker and enormous flapping Trump flags,
he knew it would catch fire on social media. So he quickly posted a video on Facebook, along with a plea to "check
this guy out."
But he did not quite expect the level of outrage provoked by the video, which went up the afternoon after Election Day
and within about 24 hours had racked up 300,000 views. Strangers posted expletive-laden comments and dug up the
truck owner's name and address. Other commenters suggested the driver had good reason for his views. By
Wednesday night, Gavish had deleted the video.
"I felt like it was just spreading anger," said Gavish, 27, owner of Weard Beard Trading Co., a gemstone firm in
Brooksville, Fla. "I hope this country is heading in a good direction. I'm just not sure right now."
Three days since businessman Donald Trump won the presidency, it is clear that the animosity wrought by a historically
divisive election did not simply die in its wake, but may have intensified.
U.S. cities have been convulsed by anti-Trump protests. Swastikas, racial slurs and personal threats have appeared on
public buildings and dorm room doors. And online, the vicious words slung between supporters of the two candidates has
escalated to include videotaped accounts of personal confrontation and retribution.
"You can't fix months of really divisive rhetoric with a couple of calls for unity," said Oren Segal, director of the AntiDefamation League's Center on Extremism. "We can't forget that a fringe element of our society was emboldened over a
period of months, and it's going to take more than words to create an atmosphere where people feel truly united."
At a Veterans Day ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery on Friday, President Obama again called for reconciliation.
He noted that the federal holiday "often follows a hard-fought political campaign - an exercise in the free speech and selfgovernment that ... often lays bare disagreements across our nation. But the American instinct has never been to find
isolation in opposite corners. It is to find strength in our common creed, to forge unity from our great diversity, to sustain
that strength and unity even when it is hard."
The remarks came after another night of unruly protesters in a handful of cities smashed cars, lit fires and vandalized
buildings. At least 350 people have been arrested this week - more than half of them during protests in Los Angeles amid demonstrations that included highway blockades, angry chants of "Not my president" and a rampage through
Portland, Ore., that police declared a "riot."
Trump, too, departed briefly from his calls for reconciliation Thursday night to blast the protesters on Twitter, but tweeted
Friday that the protesters were exercising their constitutional rights.
But a Trump adviser described the protesters as "messed up" and "clueless."
"If they want to protest and make fools of themselves, that's fine," Carl P. Paladino, Trump's New York campaign cochairman, said in an interview with The Washington Post. "This isn't like Vietnam, where there was a war and misery to
protest. I have no idea what these protesters are really protesting other than what the media tells them is a bad thing."
The vitriol was not limited to those angry about Tuesday's results. Across the country, women and minorities reported
incidents of intimidation perpetrated by Trump supporters or those claiming to be, who under the cloak of anonymity
seemed to see in the results a validation of their extremist views.
Many of the incidents took place at schools and colleges.
At Wake Forest University, some freshmen ran out of a dorm early Wednesday celebrating Trump's victory and using
slurs, including the n-word. University officials condemned the behavior, and said two suspects have been identified.
Students at the University of Pennsylvania posted on social media screen shots of a group text they said they had been
added to that included racial slurs and a "daily lynching" calendar. A law student posted on Facebook, "I just can't stop
crying. I feel sick to my stomach. I don't feel safe."
University officials are investigating in hopes of cutting off the offending account.
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Leaders at Babson College in Massachusetts apologized for two male students who had driven a pickup truck around
neighboring all-female Wellesley College, flying a Trump flag and shouting "highly offensive" remarks Wednesday.
And at New York University's Tandon School of Engineering, someone wrote "Trump!" on the door of a room
reserved for Muslim prayer.
Elementary, middle and high school classrooms and cafeterias also became backdrops for the nation's divisions.
In Newtown, Pa., swastikas and anti-gay epithets were scrawled on bathroom walls, and a Latina student found a note
stuffed into her backpack, warning her to go back to Mexico. Middle school students in Royal Oak, Mich., erupted in
"Build the wall!" chants during their lunch period, echoing a Trump rallying cry.
And on Wednesday, two white high school students in York County, Pa., were videotaped holding a Trump sign and
parading through the halls as someone yelled "white power."
Sandra Thompson, president of the NAACP branch in York County, wondered what it meant. "Regardless of what they
heard from politics, why did they believe that they could be so vocal in the midst of the school?"
It was also unclear whether the rage and hostility of recent days would fade with greater distance from Election Day.
"Part of that depends on events and decisions that have not yet been made, and part of that depends on the behavior of the
president-elect," said Michael Barone, a historian and resident fellow at the conservative American Enterprise Institute.
Barone, who blames most of the post-election strife on liberals, said he couldn't recall a presidential election in American
history that had inspired as much partisan rancor as this one.
But he and other experts also agreed that most of the 120 million people who voted have not visited their gloating or
despair on their fellow citizens.
"There's been so much increased visibility for white supremacists and extremist groups as a consequence of this election,
but that doesn't mean the majority of people who identify as Trump supporters are actually the white supremacists," said
Segal, of the ADL. "The majority of people, Republican or Democrat, are not extremist."
Nusrat Qadir Chaudhry, a Muslim neonatal-intensive-care nurse who wears a headscarf, said she was nearly paralyzed by
anxiety when she got word of Trump's victory during her overnight hospital shift in Manhattan.
Two months ago she was assaulted by a white man in a parking lot, she told her co-workers. She feared it would happen
again.
But when she walked out into the morning sunlight, no one shouted insults or attacked her. Instead she was approached
by two female strangers. "I'm sorry," one said. "We're not all like that." Then she offered her a hug.
abigail.hauslohner@washpost.com
sandhya.somashekhar@washpost.com
susan.svrluga@washpost.com
Emma Brown, Mark Berman, Robert Costa and Alice Crites contributed to this report.
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A Muslim teacher receives an anonymous note about her headscarf: 'Hang
yourself with it'
Kristine Guerra
A Muslim teacher in a Georgia high school said someone left her an anonymous note in her classroom on Friday,
telling her that her "headscarf isn't allowed anymore."
The note, scribbled in black ink, also told her to "tie" her headscarf around her neck and "hang yourself with it."
The note ended with the word "America" along with a drawing of the American flag.
Mairah Teli, a teacher at Dacula High School in Gwinnett County, located outside Atlanta, posted a picture of the note
to her Facebook page Friday.
"As a Muslim, I wear a headscarf as a practice of my faith. I want to share this to raise awareness about the reality and
climate of our community. Spreading hate isn't going to 'make America great again,'" she wrote.
A spokeswoman for the Gwinnett County Schools told the Atlanta Journal-Constitution that the district is working to
find out who wrote the note. It's unclear at this time whether the person who wrote it was inspired by Donald Trump's
election to the presidency, but Teli's post on Facebook assumed as much.
"I feel children feel safe making comments that are racist or sexist because of him," she told the Atlanta JournalConstitution.
The incident comes as similar incidents involving harassment and hateful messages against people from certain
backgrounds were reported in other parts of the country following Trump's victory. On the campaign trail, the
president-elect had promised to keep Muslims from entering the United States. He later backed off from a complete
ban, saying his proposal would keep immigrants from countries that have been "compromised by terrorism."
In his victory speech, Trump kept a unifying tone and promised to be "president of all Americans" - a departure from his
campaign rhetoric.
"He said, 'We're going to calm the waters. We're going to bring people together,'" Republican National Committee
Chairman Reince Priebus told Fox News on Wednesday morning.
But the aftermath of the election is anything but calm, as waves of anti-Trump protests - some more violent than others
- spread across the country. Protests continue Saturday, four days after the election.
Trump echoed his victory speech in a tweet:
"This will prove to be a great time in the lives of ALL Americans. We will unite and we will win, win, win!"
But division and vitriol seem to have intensified in the past few days.
According to the Southern Poverty Law Center, there have been more than 200 incidents of harassment and intimidation
since Trump was elected. Many were directed toward African Americans, immigrants, Muslims and the LGBT
community.
The nonprofit group tallied individual incidents reported on the news and on social media, as well as those reported
directly to the organization's website. The center, however, cautioned that not all incidents involved direct references to
Trump, and not every incident could be independently verified. Many of the incidents were vandalisms, while others
involved direct attacks.
In Ohio, a Muslim woman, her children and elderly parents were threatened by a man while they were stopped
at a traffic light, according to the Ohio chapter of the Council on American-Islamic Relations. The man allegedly
approached the family's car, banged on the window, and told the woman that she "doesn't belong in this country"
- while yelling obscenities and taking pictures of her children.
In Pennsylvania, students were seen on video holding a Trump sign and parading through the hallways of their York
County school. One student shouted "white power," police said. Minority students at the York County School of
Technology said the harassment has been an issue for a month but has gotten worse since Trump was elected.
Victorria Markle, who is part black, told the York Dispatch that other students have called her the n-word and have
threatened to kill her. Eibreha Drayden, who is part Mexican, said students have called her "Papi" and whistled at her like
a dog.
In Michigan, students at Royal Oak Middle School chanted "build the wall" during lunch period in their school's cafeteria.
A Facebook video that appears to show the incident had been viewed 10 million times as of Saturday.
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In Georgia's DeKalb County, located next to the county where Teli teaches, a teacher was removed from class after
allegedly going on a racist tirade against undocumented immigrants, the Atlanta Journal-Constitution reported.
The Washington Post was unable to immediately contact Teli on Saturday. The school district's spokeswoman also had
not returned an email requesting comment.
Teli, according to the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, is a California native who grew up in Gwinnett County and teaches
language arts at Dacula High School.
She told the Atlanta Journal-Constitution that after receiving the note, she told her students that she would be happy to
speak with them about why she wears a headscarf.
"We are living in a time with a lot of disagreement, a lot of conflict," Teli said, adding that it's important to teach students
to disagree peacefully and respectfully.
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Trump open to deal in fraud lawsuit
By Niraj Chokshi
New York Times
ABSTRACT
Officials at universities in California said police were investigating two attacks on Wednesday against female Muslim
students, with officials describing one of the episodes as a hate crime.
SAN DIEGO -- Donald Trump's attorney told a federal judge Thursday he's open to settlement talks in a class-action
fraud lawsuit involving the president-elect and his now-defunct Trump University.
Attorney Daniel Petrocelli also asked during a hearing that the trial be delayed until early next year because Trump needs
time to work on the transition to the presidency.
The lawsuit alleging Trump University failed on its promise to teach success in real estate is currently set to begin Nov.
28 in San Diego.
Petrocelli said he agreed to an offer by US District Court Judge Gonzalo Curiel to have US District Judge Jeffrey Miller
work with both sides on a possible settlement.
"I can tell you right now I'm all ears," Petrocelli told Curiel.
Petrocelli said he planned to file a formal request for a delay by Monday.
Curiel didn't say how he would rule but encouraged efforts to settle.
Petrocelli said it didn't appear possible for Trump to attend the trial, and Curiel said he didn't expect attendance by the
president-elect.
"We're in uncharted territory. We need a little bit of time," Petrocelli said.
Earlier in the day, Curiel, the Indiana-born jurist who was accused of bias by Trump over his Mexican heritage, tentatively
denied a request to ban statements made by and about Trump during his campaign from being used at the trial.
The highly unusual petition would apply to Trump's tweets, a video of Trump making sexually predatory comments about
women, his tax history, revelations about his private charitable foundation, and the public criticism of the judge.
Petrocelli told the judge last month that evidence tied to the campaign would be irrelevant to the civil case and might
prejudice or inflame a jury, jeopardizing the right to a fair trial.
Associated Press
Police investigate attacks on Muslim college students
Officials at universities in California said police were investigating two attacks on Wednesday against female Muslim
students, with officials describing one of the episodes as a hate crime.
The attacks, coming the day after the nation voted to elect Donald Trump, underscored the criticism he had faced
throughout his presidential campaign from opponents who said his harsh anti-Muslim language was emboldening
extremists.
On Wednesday night, San Jose State University police said in a campuswide e-mail that they were investigating an attack
against a female student.
A man had approached her from behind earlier in the afternoon and pulled at her hijab, choking her and throwing
her off balance, the e-mail said.
"He caused me to choke, and my back arched," the student, 19-year-old Esra Altun, told NBC Bay Area on
Thursday.
"I tried to pull away from him. I fell on my knees. He didn't say anything. He ran away as I hit the floor."
No arrests have been made, but the investigation is ongoing, school spokeswoman Pat Harris said in an e-mailed statement.
"We are, of course, very concerned that this has occurred on our campus," she said.
"No one should experience this kind of behavior at San Jose State."
The San Diego State University police said they were investigating a similar attack, which they described as a hate crime.
A student who was wearing a traditional garment and a hijab reported that while she was walking to her car, two
men -- one white and one Hispanic -- confronted her and made comments about Trump and Muslims, according
to a police summary.
The student reported that the men had grabbed her purse and backpack and had taken her car keys before fleeing.
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She was not injured. The unidentified victim alerted police and led them back to the scene, discovering that her car was
gone.
New York Times
Trump deletes proposal on Muslim immigration ban
President-elect Donald Trump's campaign staff has erased from his website a statement detailing his controversial
proposal to temporarily ban Muslim immigration into the United States, one of the most divisive and controversial policy
ideas of his campaign.
Trump, who has in the past insisted Muslim immigration posed a threat to the United States, in December called for "a
total and complete shutdown of Muslims entering the United States until our country's representatives can figure out what
the hell is going on."
"We can be politically correct and we can be stupid, but it's going to get worse and worse," Trump said in December
during a campaign event in Mount Pleasant, S.C., where he read the statement released earlier in the day.
"Until we are able to determine and understand this problem, and the dangers the threat imposes, our country cannot be
the victim of horrendous attacks by people that believe only in Jihad."
The proposal was previously detailed on a page titled, "Donald J. Trump statement on Preventing Muslim Immigration."
That page now redirects to a new page where supporters can donate to the campaign. "Thank you America," the banner
on the page says. "We showed America the silent majority is no longer silent."
The proposal was met with massive backlash from Democrats and Republicans alike, who accused the then-candidate of
scapegoating Muslims and race-baiting.
Washington Post Schumer tells labor leaders Asian trade deal won't pass
WASHINGTON -- The Senate's soon-to-be top Democrat told labor leaders Thursday that the Trans-Pacific Partnership,
the trade deal at the center of President Obama's "pivot" to strengthen ties with key Asian allies, will not be ratified by
Congress.That remark from Senator Charles Schumer, a New York Democrat who is expected to be the incoming Senate
minority leader, came as good news to the AFL-CIO executive council, which met Thursday in Washington. An aide to
Schumer confirmed the remarks.Obama's signature global trade deal had been on life support for months as both
Democrats and Republicans campaigned against unfair trade policies ahead of the Nov. 8 election.
And Donald Trump's triumph in the presidential race cemented its fate.
"There is no way to fix the TPP," Trump said in a June economic address. "We need bilateral trade deals. We do not need
to enter into another massive international agreement that ties us up and binds us down."
Washington Post
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ELECTION REACTION; Muslims in central Ohio anxious about Trump;
Encarnacion Pyle
The Columbus Dispatch
Muslim leaders in Ohio and beyond are telling the community not to despair because America is bigger than one man.
They also have a message for President-elect Donald Trump: American Muslims are here to stay, will not be intimidated
and are eager to help strengthen the country.
"All minorities, including Muslims, have rights in this country," said Romin Iqbal, staff attorney for the Ohio chapter of
the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR). "These rights come from our laws and are enshrined in our
Constitution."
That's not to say that American Muslims aren't anxious and won't have challenges ahead, Iqbal said. But the community
should hold onto hope that Trump and his administration will temper some of his early positions.
Many news outlets and Muslim leaders, for instance, took notice that Trump's statement in December, in which he pledged
to ban all Muslims from entering the United States, disappeared from his website after the election, perhaps suggesting a
change in his thinking.
On the campaign trail, the president-elect at one point appeared to alter the call, saying that the ban should be on
immigrants from countries with connections to terrorism, not Muslims specifically.
Yet, the fact that he made the original statement is cause for concern, many said.
"The rhetoric comes at a time where Islamophobia is already at a peak," said Horsed Nooh, director of the Abubakar
Assidiq Islamic Center on the West Side.
Nooh said he fears Trump's stance has "produced or empowered a group of racists or Islamophobics who will
always look at Muslims as others."
Amina Abdullah, a 26-year-old health care worker from the North Side, worries about the kind of violent backlash
that occurred against Muslims after the Sept. 11 attacks.
She said that women who wear a hijab or other traditional Muslim clothing like she does are especially vulnerable.
"I haven't been this scared in years, and I don't think my fears are unfounded," Abdullah said. "He (Trump) won on the
power of fear, and who's to say that his supporters won't turn against us?"
In fact, there have been at least three reports of attacks on Muslim women since the election, two in California and
one in Louisiana. All three women were wearing a hijab.
One attack occurred on the campus of San Diego University, where a Muslim woman said she was hit by two men
on Wednesday who shouted at her about being Muslim and mentioned Trump. Authorities have deemed that a
hate crime. The other California incident occurred at San Jose State University, where something similar unfolded.
And at the University of Louisiana-Lafayette, a Muslim woman was hit in the head with a metal object by two men
who took her hijab. She said that one was wearing a Trump hat.
Still, Nooh and Abdullah are trying to be optimistic because the United States has been a land of immigrants from its
founding.
American Muslims aren't going anywhere and will not be marginalized, said Nihad Awad, executive director of the
National CAIR office in Washington, D.C.
"God willing, the American Muslim community will continue to mobilize to challenge bigotry, to uphold justice and to
protect the freedoms and rights of all Americans," Awad said in a written statement.
But Zerqa Abid, a Hilliard mother and social activist, called the election outcome "a crisis" and said she's still in shock.
"How we elected this president in 2016, I don't know," she said.
As president and founder of the Muslims for Ohio PAC, Abid said she is happy with her efforts to get the MuslimAmerican community in Ohio involved in the Democratic process.
"Our conscience is at peace," she said, adding that the group already is organizing for elections in 2018 and '20.
Abid said she hopes Trump's election will serve as a call to Muslims from all backgrounds to come together to help dispel
stereotypes and stand up to racism.
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She also hopes that Trump will continue efforts to warn kids in the United States about extremist recruiting -- something
she does in central Ohio with her Muslim youth-service group, MY Project USA.
Shamael Chaudhary, a 19-year-old college student from Obetz, said he respects that Trump was elected, even if he isn't a
fan, and is trying to be open-minded.
"We need to give him a chance and hope that he sees that the country had become divided" by his statements against
Muslims, Mexicans, blacks, gays and other discriminated populations, he said.
"We have to unite because we are all one now," he said.
Dispatch Reporter Danae King and The Associated Press contributed to this story.
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Assault on Muslim at San Jose State; Muslim student at SJSU assaulted while
wearing a hijab
Jenna Lyons
The day after the presidential election, Esra Altun's friends offered to walk her to her car inside a San Jose State University
parking garage, but the 19-year-old Muslim student said she would be fine by herself.
As Altun approached her car that afternoon, a man came up behind her in the third-floor of the garage and pulled
her by her head scarf, or hijab, causing it to tighten around her neck and choke her, she said.
Altun said she has dealt with stares and slurs for her faith, but never physical violence until now. She said on
Thursday that the election of Donald Trump as president could have played a role by emboldening her attacker.
"For me, it's kind of a weird coincidence this occurred right after Trump gets to be president-elect," Altun said. "I'm
worried not only for the Muslim community but the Latino community, the black community, the LGBT community. I'm
actually terrified."
Trump, elected the 45th president of the United States on Tuesday, said during his campaign that Muslims should
be barred from entering the United States and called for a database to track American Muslims.
Altun's friends always offer to walk her to her car, but she was alone inside the university's west parking structure at
Fourth and East San Salvador streets around 1:20 p.m. Wednesday when the man grabbed her by her head scarf, she said.
The cloth was tied around her neck so when the assailant pulled her, she began to choke. She reflexively arched her back
as he pulled her down, trying to break free and hurting her back in the process, she said.
He finally let go, and she fell knee first to the ground, she said. Altun says she was not seriously injured, but was shaken
up as she then drove to her 10-year-old sister's school.
"When I picked my sister up, that's when I started completely breaking down," she said. "I was scared, I was terrified, I
was disgusted."
Altun said she didn't see her attacker's face, but noted the skin on his hand was white. He never said anything to her, and
quickly ran away afterward, she said.
The school issued a statement Thursday condemning the attack.
"We are, of course, very concerned that this has occurred on our campus," university spokeswoman Pat Harris said in the
statement. "No one should experience this kind of behavior at San Jose State."
Harris said the incident could be labeled a hate crime, but police apparently don't have enough evidence to back up the
suspicion.
No arrest has been made. The campus police department referred all questions about the incident to university officials.
Another Muslim student was assaulted on the same day as Altun in an incident officials say will be investigated as
a hate crime. The woman, wearing a hijab, was robbed at San Diego State University Wednesday afternoon by two
men who made comments about Trump and the Muslim community, according to a campus alert.
California Attorney General and U.S. Sen.-elect Kamala Harris released a bulletin Thursday asking law enforcement to
be vigilant against hate crimes, although the statement did not mention the election.
San Jose State's Muslim Student Association is planning to meet with administration officials and the local Council on
Islamic Relations to ensure student safety, said Doaa Abdelrahman, president of the association.
"Racism always occurred," said Abdelrahman, a 22-year-old student. "The fact that now Trump is president, it's just
another thing we're going to have to worry about...his supporters are going to follow up by action."
Altun says police told her it was not necessarily a hate crime because the assailant didn't say anything, but she feels "it
was motivated by the election results."
If her attacker ever is apprehended, though, Altun said she wants to have a conversation with him about why she wears
her hijab and the struggles that come with practicing her faith.
The whole ordeal came as a shock to Altun, who said "the fact that it happened on such a diverse and accepting campus
is the most disturbing thing."
As a young Muslim American woman, she said, she can't help but feel uneasy about the current climate in the country.
"This is my home," she said. "For my rights and my safety to be at stake it's terrifyin

215

Page 216

Chicago Tribune
November 10, 2016

On being Muslim in Trump's America
Arsalan Iftikha
In the seismic aftermath of the 2016 presidential election, there is a silver lining for millions of women, AfricanAmericans, Hispanics, people with disabilities and 7 million American Muslims like me. These groups must feel a sense
of collective urgency to mobilize for the future of our multicultural society based on what we witnessed during this
presidential election.
In addition to blatant misogyny and anti-immigrant xenophobia, we have also seen Donald Trump's political campaign
normalize Islamophobia as part of the current national Republican Party platform.
It is important to keep in mind that Islamophobia in America did not begin with Trump, and it will not end with Trump.
Former presidential speechwriter Michael Gerson once noted in a Washington Post column that Islamophobia is
becoming an entrenched platform within the Republican Party. During the last two nomination cycles, Gerson
observed, Republican candidates have proposed requiring a loyalty oath for Muslims to serve in government and
ruled out Muslims serving in their administration; called Shariah law "a mortal threat to the survival of freedom
in the United States"; described Muslim immigration as "colonization," warning that Muslim immigrants "want
to come and conquer us"; said there were only a handful of "reasonable, moderate followers of Islam"; and
described Islam as "a religion that promotes the most murderous mayhem on the planet."
Trump took these Islamophobic tendencies to new levels when he proclaimed that we needed to implement "a total
and complete shutdown" of Muslims entering the United States. After the emotional speech from Khizr Khan at the
2016 Democratic National Convention, instead of praising the Muslim Gold Star family, Trump publicly suggested that
Ghazala Khan -- Khizr's wife -- was not "allowed to speak" at the convention because of her Muslim culture.
He also said he would consider requiring Muslim-Americans to register with the government or to carry special
identification cards with us at all times.
After Trump confirmed to reporters that he would set up a database for Muslim Americans, an NBC News
reporter asked him point-blank: "Is there a difference between requiring Muslims to register and Jews in Nazi
Germany?" "You tell me," Trump replied, walking away.
Aside from his blatant Islamophobia, we have also seen Trump make abhorrent statements about many other groups in
America. From referring to Mexicans as "rapists" to suggesting that we implement a national policy of stop-and-frisk,
which disparately impacts the African-American community, Trump's campaign revealed a critical mass of white
nationalists who don't care if their presidential candidate shows a blatant disdain for women, Hispanics, people with
disabilities or Muslims.
In the words of CNN contributor Van Jones on election night, Trump's presidential campaign was a successful "whitelash" against immigrants, African-Americans and Muslims. But we will not be afraid of demagogues like Trump. Muslims
have mobilized at the local level in ways that have never been seen before. We saw major voter registration drives at
mosques and Islamic community centers across the country as American Muslims realized the potential stakes of a Trump
presidency. Some rays of hope at the political level included Ilhan Omar, a 34-year-old Muslim woman, who became the
first Somali-American woman elected to a state legislature in Minnesota. In Michigan, professional WWE wrestler
Terrance "Rhyno" Guido Gerin was handily defeated by Muslim-American Abdullah Hammoud in the race for Michigan's
15th House District seat. And Muslim Rep. Keith Ellison retained his congressional seat in Minnesota's 5th District.
There are millions of Americans, including myself, who are stunned that we have just elected a misogynistic and
xenophobic polemicist as our commander in chief for the next four years. But we shouldn't let our shock or despair
paralyze us. Now more than ever it is a civic duty and moral imperative for Hispanics, women, Muslims and others to
band together to neutralize the effect of Trump's rise on our great nation.
Washington Post
Arsalan Iftikhar is an international human rights lawyer, founder of TheMuslimGuy.com and author of "Scapegoats: How
Islamophobia Helps Our Enemies & Threatens Our Free
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A Muslim on election night
Amin Touri
Posted by Amin Touri on November 10, 2016 · Leave a Comment
J. Conrad Williams Jr./Newsday/TNS
I'll admit it: at the start, I was one of those people who thought that this would be funny. That we could all watch this guy
bumble his way through the primaries, saying one ridiculous thing after another and giving late-night television the kind
of material it has been missing since Sarah Palin. But I am no longer laughing.
From the beginning, I never thought this race was really about policy or about progressive ideas against conservative
values. A candidate like Donald Trump kind of throws those things out of the window. I've always been fairly liberal,
always far more aligned with those on the left than those on the right, but my dislike of Donald Trump was never about
his tax plan, his views on abortion or his foreign policy. It also wasn't just because I was a "wimpy liberal," as a former
high school classmate of mine liked to say.
When you're a Muslim in this country, there are certain things you learn to deal with. People ask why you're not drinking
water on a hot day in July, and you have to explain what Ramadan is. Middle school rolls around and the first wave of
terrorist jokes comes with it, with one kid in my sixth grade homeroom telling me "Allah hu akbar" - a common
Arabic prayer phrase meaning "God is great" - was a terrorist cry, and another asking me why my family and I
support Osama bin Laden. As I get older, I see the pundits on Fox News asking why it's always my religion causing
the problems, and I hear my high school classmates wondering aloud, "But why are they so violent?" You deal
with the Islamophobia, ranging from the benign to the malicious and from the simply misinformed to the purely
intolerant.
But I really never thought that when the time came to choose between two candidates, both of whom are full of
imperfections, that the one who proposed banning Muslims until we "figure out what is going on" would come out on
top. So there I sat, in the corner of Worcester Dining Commons, watching the results roll in in utter disbelief. My
politically-minded side was concerned for the country; we had made the wrong choice, and a whole host of problems
would come from that, ranging from a woman's right to choose to the strength of the economy and everything in between.
But putting aside my political leanings and my opinions on legitimate policy issues, I am a Muslim. I had been raised as
a Muslim my entire life, learning of a religion and a faith of peace, of love, of hospitality, of generosity. I am a Muslim
living in a country that, in one night, decided that maybe people like me didn't belong here. A country that decided in the
moment of truth that we really might have to ban Muslims until we "figure out what is going on."
I realize that the ban on Muslims wasn't the key issue of this election and that Muslims are not the only people affected
by this. I know there are members of the Hispanic, African-American, and LGBTQIA communities that know how I feel.
I don't truly believe that Donald Trump will be able to place a ban on Muslims entering the country, and I'm honestly not
worried that any real consequences will come of this, at least personally, solely because of my faith. But at the end of the
day, it doesn't matter. What matters for someone like me is that America made a choice, not between liberalism and
conservatism and not between a Democrat and a Republican, but between ideas and Islamophobia, between policy and
demagoguery, between unity and hate.
And here I was, a Muslim on election night, born and raised in this incredible country, a proud American citizen, feeling
like an outsider looking in.
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Attacks on US minorities reported in wake of Trump victory
Attacks on women in Islamic head scarves, racist graffiti and stories about bullying of immigrant children indicated a
backlash against U.S. minorities from Donald Trump supporters after his presidential win.
The reports of intimidation and violence came as people protested Trump's victory in cities across the country, citing
concerns that the Republican's campaign rhetoric about women and racial and religious minorities could result in
persecution of these groups once he takes office in January.
The Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR), a leading Muslim civil rights group, said it was monitoring reports
of several incidents targeting Muslims in the United States since Tuesday's election and called on Trump to denounce the
attacks.
"It's the inevitable result of the mainstreaming of Islamophobia we've seen in recent months with the presidential
campaign," CAIR spokesman Ibrahim Hooper said in a phone interview on Thursday. "Unfortunately, it really is up to
Donald Trump to repudiate this kind of bigotry."
Trump's campaign could not be reached immediately for comment.
During the campaign Trump called for a ban Muslims from entering the country for security reasons but the wealthy
businessman, who won his White House bid with strong support from white voters, has made calls for unity since the
election. Hooper said the president-elect's supporters appeared to be getting a different message.
Many people took to social media to describe threats and insults they had received or witnessed against minorities. Spraypainted messages such as "Black Lives Don't Matter and Neither Does Your Votes" on a wall in North Carolina and a
swastika and "Make America White Again" on a baseball dugout in New York went viral.
WOMEN IN HIJABS
A female student wearing a hijab near the University of Louisiana at Lafayette was hit on Wednesday with a metal
object, had obscenities shouted at her and had her head scarf removed by two suspects, including one wearing a
Trump hat, university police said on Thursday.
Another female student in a hijab at San Diego State University was assaulted and robbed on Wednesday, the
university said. The assailants were reported to have made comments to the victim in support of Trump and hurled
anti-Muslim insults at her, the school said in a statement, adding the case was being investigated as a hate crime.
Civil rights leaders said at a news conference in Washington, D.C., on Thursday they were hearing of an increase in
bullying incidents against children from racial and religious minority groups.
"That is the reality of what Trump has created," said Christina Jimenez, executive director of United We Dream, an
immigrant advocacy organization.
Mark Potok, senior fellow at the Southern Poverty Law Center civil rights advocacy group, said he had not seen such a
rash of hate crimes in the United States since Barack Obama was elected president in 2008.
A similar wave also occurred when Great Britain voted in June to leave the European Union, Potok said.
"I don't really expect it to go on for four years," he said. "In the case of Brexit, it calmed down after a couple of weeks."
Trump supporters said they, too, were being targeted by ugly rhetoric and worse.
A Palm Bay, Florida, high school student carrying a Trump campaign sign was punched in the face by another student
during gym class, local media reported.
Two signs congratulating Trump and thanking volunteers outside North Carolina's Republican Party headquarters in
Raleigh were vandalized overnight, party leaders said on Twitter.
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AU's former Muslim chaplain speaks on fight to end Islamophobia
Anna Donohue
AU's former Muslim chaplain speaks on fight to end Islamophobia
By Anna Donohue| 1 hour ago | Updated 1 hour ago Meghan HowieImam Zeb, AU's former Muslim chaplain, spoke on
Nov. 2 in the Kay Spiritual Life Center to highlight the discrimination Muslim Americans experience on a daily basis.
Zeb talked about how Muslim Americans must balance their religion with American ideologies at odds with Islam. He
also discussed how Islamophobia in America has risen to new heights recently, and how this affects Muslim Americans'
perceptions of themselves and this country.
Zeb was the fifteenth speaker in the annual R. Bruce Poynter Lecture Series, which is put on by the Kay Spiritual Life
Center. Zeb has served as an interfaith scholar, a TEDx speaker and is a Certified Muslim Chaplain. He once served as
the Muslim chaplain/Imam at AU, and is currently serving as the Co-University Chaplain at The Claremont Colleges.
"This topic is not my favorite topic, because living the Muslim American experience in 2016 is not my favorite
experience," Zeb said.
He went on to say that being a Muslim in America this year has forced him to deal with discrimination brought
up by anti-Muslim rhetoric in the media and throughout the presidential election.
Zeb started off his presentation with an image of a father putting his young daughter to sleep. Zeb explained that the
picture was from an article in The New York Times. The girl was a young Lebanese-American child who had been
having trouble sleeping because she had been suffering nightmares of Donald Trump locking up Muslim families.
"The Islamophobic rhetoric she is being exposed to is affecting her psychology," Zeb said.
He then proceeded to share stories from his own childhood, and how attending a private Christian school in
Dallas forced him to hide the fact that he was Muslim from his peers. Zeb described one boy on his football team
who "came out" as Muslim, and was instantly shunned by his teammates. Even one of Zeb's close childhood
friends began to harass him for his religion after the 9/11 attacks.
"After 9/11, we realized that life was going to change," Zeb said.
The rest of the lecture went deeper into a discussion of today's struggles between Muslim-Americans and society's
misconceptions of Muslim-Americans, and what outside factors are driving these misconceptions. Zeb noted that
Islamophobia in America has always been present, citing a line from the original version of the song "Arabian Nights"
from the Disney movie "Aladdin" that said "Where they cut off your ear if they don't like your face, it's barbaric, but
hey, it's home."
He added that although Islamophobia had always existed in American society, it was 9/11 that brought it to the
forefront. He also talked about how the media has played a large role in spreading anti-Muslim sentiments, and that
certain corporations even give money to media outlets in order to spread information that may not be true but gets
reactions from consumers.
Zeb only addressed the 2016 presidential election toward the end of his lecture, saying that in order to make change, the
country needs to demand action together. In particular, he questioned the United States' history of mistreating minorities
that still goes on today, such as the conflict surrounding the Dakota Access Pipeline and the mass incarceration of
African Americans.
"Haven't we done enough?" he asked. "We practically obliterated American Indians and now we're trying to exploit
them for more money? We've incarcerated more African Americans after enslaving them for years. So when I hear,
'make America great again,' I have to ask, have we ever been great?"
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In the End: What to Remember About the 5th of November
Joseph Fowler
GREENE COUNTY, Va. - Members of Thomas Jefferson Memorial Church - Unitarian Universalist held an event called
"Speaking for Truth and Love." It coincided with what many considered a controversial seminar "Understanding
the Jihadi Threat," hosted by Greene County Sheriff Steve Smith. Both events occurred at the PVCC Eugene
Giuseppe Center adjacent to the Greene County Library in Stanardsville, VA on Nov. 5.
According to Linda Dukes, a member of Unitarian Universalist church, event coordinators began working to plan the
gathering on Thursday, Nov. 3. Despite the short notice, the event was surprisingly organized. Supporters were ready with
signs and informational pamphlets on the Muslim faith several minutes before the scheduled start time of 12 p.m.
"Understanding the Jihadi Threat" was originally titled Understanding the Muslim Threat. PVCC released an
official statement on Oct. 26 stating, "PVCC does not endorse the ideas being presented and is troubled by the apparent
one-sided nature of the presentation towards the Muslim religion." The PVCC faculty and Student Government
Association also released statements voicing support of Muslim students. Smith said, "No lies will be told. It's not
about rhetoric against Muslims. It's about what they teach their own people," according to CBS 19.
The seminar began early Saturday morning. At noon, the seminar attendees took a break for lunch. A few dozen supporters
of Speaking for Truth and Love stood along the entryway to the Greene County Library holding signs and welcoming
discourse from all who passed them, including those who had come solely to attend the seminar.
Najeeha Kahn, who studies international affairs at JMU, held up a sign that read, "Meet a Muslim." Next to her stood
Zahia. Both discussed the value of free speech regarding the seminar, while adding the importance of different
perspectives and a balanced approach to all sides of the arguments. Other supporters echoed the criticism of concerned
citizens prior to the seminar in that the content of "Understanding the Jihadi Threat" in that the content was neither neutral
nor educational.
Representatives of "Speaking for Truth and Love" handed out flyers with information on the Muslim faith to all who
passed. A seminar attendee also handed out flyers on the event happening inside. Both Najeeha and Zahia accepted the
seminar information, though the seminar attendee declined their information about the Muslim faith.
The gathering was non-violent. Passionate debates sprung up frequently during the lunch hour when seminar attendees
and "Speaking for Truth and Love" representatives encountered each other going in and out of the library. Those who
came to support the Unitarian Universalist event formed a prayer circle outside near the main entrance.
The utterance of the "hate inside" could be heard from the circle, which sparked another heated exchange. The
individual who made the statement talked back and forth with the gentleman who took offense to the comment about
hatred. The claim of hate was based on the complete lack of representation for the Muslim community during the seminar.
Seminar attendees challenged the citizens from "Speaking for Truth and Love" to go learn from seminar speaker, Chris
Gaubatz. Several people accepted the offer. Muslim, Christian, Atheist and Neo-Pagan alike took their seats and listened
to Gaubatz without causing a disruption.
Gaubatz began his lecture on Islamic Law by mentioning that those he described as hardcore Muslims claim that nonArabic speakers do not understand the Quran and that 80 percent of Muslims are non-Arabic. He concluded that "80
percent of Muslims don't understand Sharia."
Gaubatz said that many law enforcement agencies rely on the same translations as most Muslims to understand Islamic
law.
The topic of the lecture moved on to a comparison of different time periods in the history of Islam. Gaubatz explained
that the peaceful revelations in the Quran occurred during the Meccan period when Muhammad had few followers that
were persecuted heavily. According to Gaubatz, Muhammad transitioned from a religious leader into a political
and military leader upon arriving at Medina.
Later suras (chapters) in the Koran were less peaceful, because Muhammad had more followers, according to
Gaubatz, who also added that the later suras always took precedent over the earlier ones.
With this reasoning, Gaubatz went on to offer his perspective on Islamic law. He also discussed Muhammad's life as
outlined in the Sunnah, further explaining that the text describes Muhammad as the example that all Muslims should
follow.
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Using this perspective, Gaubatz pointed out that Muhammad married his wife when she was six and consummated
the marriage when she was nine, concluding that it can't be against Islamic law. Audible gasps and exclamations of
disbelief rose from the audience.
The next topic of the lecture involved the treatment of those not of the Muslim faith. Gaubatz said that according to
Sharia law, Muslims gave pagans and unbelievers the choice to convert or die. Christians, Jews and Zoroastrians
had the third option of paying a penalty tax. Gaubatz acted out this last point by comparing it to paid protection in
Brooklyn. He spoke with a fake New York accent, saying, "Hey, how about a little side money," while rubbing his thumb
against his fingers in the familiar gesture for money grubbing
Some members of the audience laughed at his imitation.
The next set of Suras presented involved passages advocating terror, according to Gaubatz. He referenced several
verses from the Koran before asking the audience, "Were people terrorized on 9/11?"
The audience responded, "Yes!"
"Was it against Islamic Law?"
"No!"
He finished that portion of lecture by saying that the events of September 11, 2001 had everything to do with
Islamic law.
The last subject of the lecture included passages from Muslim literature that allegedly said that Allah intended to
kill Christians and Jews and send them to hell during the the day of judgment. Gaubatz said that Muslims now
convince Christian pastors to believe that all faiths worship the same god. He then asked if the same god who intends to
kill all Christians and send them to hell could be the same god who sent Jesus Christ to save them. "Today only scratches
the surface," he said.
Linda and Frank Dukes from the Unitarian Universalist church walked out of the seminar at that point, along with Najeeha,
Zahia and several others who had attended to hear different perspectives.
Several minutes later, those who walked out of the lecture sat in a circle with a variety of food on a blanket. While the
food was passed, some of those present consoled Najeeha who began weeping before coming outside.
Supporters of "Speaking for Truth and Love," commented on "Understanding the Jihadi Threat" after viewing the
presentation. "Changing the title, doesn't change the content," said one gentleman. Several people commented on a point
that had been made earlier in the day about the lack of Muslim speakers during the seminar. As of 2 p.m. there were no
reports of Muslims discussing their understanding of Islam as part of the seminar.
Najeeha commented on her emotions inside, saying that she felt indifference at first, followed by surprise. "Then there
was anger and rage." She described walking outside as walking through a portal. "I came out and realized I needed these
lovely words and this lovely food and these lovely people."
After a few more minutes of discussion, everyone joined in a prayer. A woman stood up, presenting the tree they all sat
under with a flourish of her hand. She marveled over the fall foliage. "All of the colors come together to create the beauty,"
she said.
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Looking and Sounding Muslim Complicate Air Travel
MICHAEL T. LUONGO
Passing through airport screening can be time-consuming for any business traveler. But Nafees Syed, a lawyer and writer
in New York, has additional obstacles.
''I have to go an extra hour earlier than anybody else, because it's not random checking,'' Ms. Syed said.
An American and a Muslim, Ms. Syed wears a hijab, or head covering. More often than not, she said, she is pulled
aside at security check-in for secondary screenings and pat-downs, the examiner feeling her head through the
hijab.
Ms. Syed, along with many of her American Muslim friends and Islamic-rights advocates, is all too familiar with
what many refer to as the stigma of traveling while Muslim.
There are various ways, of course, that Muslims might draw unwanted attention from gate agents and security officials
at airports, such as when a Middle Eastern or other foreign-sounding name might result in being compared against no-fly
lists. But for followers of Islam who signal their identity through the way they dress, their clothing can sometimes
feel like a red flag.
Being a business executive or a professional like Ms. Syed -- a Yale Law School graduate and commercial litigator in
the prestigious firm Boies, Schiller & Flexner -- does not necessarily exempt American Muslim travelers from the sort of
scrutiny that they say has become more common in recent years as a result of terrorist incidents and anti-Islamic political
rhetoric.
Ms. Syed said that when traveling with non-Muslim colleagues, she avoids passing through security alongside
them. ''I don't want them to see the humiliation I am going to go through,'' she said.
Ms. Syed said she has not applied for the Transportation Security Administration's PreCheck program, which can
streamline security clearance for some travelers, after she asked around among other American Muslims. ''Word on the
Muslim street is that if you're Muslim it's either really hard to get that or it doesn't necessarily help anyway,'' she
said.
Officials of the T.S.A., which conducts airport screenings, say the extra scrutiny is not a matter of focusing on religious
groups but can be necessary because scanners can have trouble getting clear images under some types of clothing.
''Persons wearing head coverings, loose fitting or bulky garments may undergo additional security screening,
which may include a pat-down,'' Mike England, a T.S.A. spokesman, said in an email interview. ''A pat-down will be
conducted by a T.S.A. officer of the same gender.'' If an alarm cannot be resolved through a pat-down, he said, the
passenger may be asked to remove the head covering in a private screening area.
But many Muslim Americans contend that, too often, they are simply targets.
''Unfortunately, the global terror network created racial profiling against Muslims,'' said Hilal Elver, a professor at the
University of California, Santa Barbara and author of ''The Headscarf Controversy: Secularism and Freedom of Religion.''
In an email, Professor Elver said that airport screening can place a special burden on Muslim women whose religious
beliefs dictate that they cover their heads or even more of their bodies.
Ms. Syed, the lawyer, said her faith required her to cover her head in public. But she said some of her Muslim friends
avoid traveling with religious or cultural clothing and will even ''deliberately wear college shirts or something like that to
kind of mitigate the potential discrimination.''
There are no reliable statistics on whether Americans who are Muslim, or might appear to be, are being subjected to
increasingly strict scrutiny by airport security officials. But various human rights groups have flagged it as an issue of
increasing concern, including the Council on American-Islamic Relations, Muslim Advocates, the American Civil
Liberties Union and the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People.
''It is a right for all of us as Americans to travel freely,'' said Brenda F. Abdelall, an official with Muslim Advocates, a
national legal defense group based in Oakland, Calif. ''For individuals to have to modify behavior, or be concerned before
they are traveling about what they may wear or what they may say, is problematic.''
Daayiee Abdullah, an African-American man who is president of the Mecca Institute, an online Islamic seminary in
Washington, said he reserved the right to wear cultural clothing like a thobe -- a long robe -- or skullcap while traveling,
even though he realizes it may mean heightened scrutiny at airports. He is also an openly gay imam.
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''I get the trifecta,'' Mr. Abdullah said. ''You just never know what the issue is -- race, religion, sexual orientation.'' Still,
he advises those who feel they are being targeted to ''act calmly and go through,'' he said. ''The shortest distance to the
other side is to cooperate.''
Some travel hubs, including Detroit Metropolitan Wayne County Airport, have noticeable numbers of Muslim women
with head scarves working at security checkpoints.
But Asha Noor, an official with Take on Hate, a Muslim-rights advocacy group in Dearborn, Mich., compared the
situation to police departments hiring African-American officers while ignoring systemic bias. ''Just because there might
be a few more Muslims or Arab-Americans working at the Detroit airport, doesn't change the culture of suspicion,'' said
Ms. Noor, who covers her hair.
Corey Saylor directs the Council on American-Islamic Relations' Department to Monitor and Combat Islamophobia. He
acknowledges that not all T.S.A. scrutiny can be attributed to racial profiling.
''We do see women getting secondary screenings frequently,'' Mr. Saylor said. ''But it is very hard in all honesty to say
if it is the head scarf that is triggering that, or the fact that the head scarf is loose.''
Muslims are not the only religious group who might be subjected to extra screenings at airports because of what they
wear. Sikhs, who cover their heads -- typically with a turban for men, a long scarf for women -- also often draw extra
scrutiny.
''For Sikh Americans, humiliation is a prerequisite to air travel; we are pulled aside and profiled simply because of the
way we look,'' said Arjun Singh Sethi. He is the director of law and policy for the Sikh Coalition, a national group founded
in the aftermath of 9/11, when some Sikhs were violently attacked.
''The turban is a sacred article of faith and stands for justice and equality,'' Mr. Sethi said. ''Observant Sikh Americans
are mandated to wear it and should not be forced to remove it every time they travel.''
Mr. England, the T.S.A. spokesman, said the agency was intent on becoming more culturally sensitive.
''T.S.A. partners with organizations representing multicultural communities to gather input, facilitate mutual
understanding and exchange information,'' he said.
But for many American Muslims, that understanding is coming too slowly.
Raed Jarrar, an Iraqi-born United States citizen, is government relations manager for the human rights organization
American Friends Service Committee.
Mr. Jarrar won a $240,000 settlement in 2009 from the airline JetBlue over an incident a few years earlier. He had been
stopped from boarding a flight while wearing a T-shirt with the phrase, ''We Will Not Be Silent'' in Arabic and English,
the slogan of an antiwar group.
JetBlue workers said the T-shirt frightened passengers, and let him board the plane only after he put on an ''I Love NY''
heart logo shirt they gave him.
''I took a stand against it,'' he recalled recently, ''because I felt that the assumptions behind asking me to take off the Tshirt are the same assumptions that lead to killing Arabs and Muslims daily without thinking of them as equivalent human
beings.''
Mr. Jarrar said he viewed the situation for Muslims and Arabs traveling through airports and other public
accommodations as part of a continual evolution that various ethnic groups in the United States have undergone -''whether it is Japanese-Americans, or Chinese-Americans, or Italians, or even Irish-Americans at one stage.''
''Discussing this issue now,'' for Muslim Americans, he said, ''is one of the very important steps towards focusing it as a
nation and trying to deal with it, and put it to rest.''
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FBI interviewing Texas Muslims
CALEB DOWNS CDOWNS
Investigators from the FBI interviewed Muslims in North Texas this weekend after warnings that al-Qaeda may
target the state on the eve of Election Day, a Muslim community leader said.
The North Texas Council on American-Islamic Relations has received reports that Muslims from Kansas,
Oklahoma, Florida and Texas were questioned by FBI agents, according to Alia Salem, the group's director.
"It was made apparent to us that the FBI has a list of a couple hundred people they are wanting to visit and ask a series of
eight generic questions intended to drum up information about the attacks," Salem said.
The North Texas branch of CAIR has confirmed that three interviews took place over the weekend and that it received
reports of five more.
A representative in the FBI's Dallas field office declined to comment on the reports.
On Friday, U.S. intelligence officials alerted joint terrorism task forces that al-Qaeda could be planning the attacks the
day before the election, according to CBS News. Authorities are taking the threat seriously, a source told CBS, though it
could be "aspirational" because it lacked specificity.
"The FBI and [Department of Homeland Security], working with our federal, state and local counterparts, share and assess
intelligence on a daily basis and will continue to work closely with law enforcement and intelligence community partners
to identify and disrupt any potential threat to public safety," the unnamed source told CBS News.
Salem warned the Muslim community about the investigation in a video posted on Facebook and Twitter on Saturday.
She said the interviews are nothing to worry about but Muslims should be aware of their civil rights before FBI
investigators knock on their doors.
"The FBI is important and serves an important role in America," she said. "We're not here to inhibit their work, but to
prepare the community in how to address [investigators]."
If an FBI investigator tries to interview a member of the Muslim community without an attorney present, Salem advised
them to request the investigator's business card and let them know that an attorney will schedule the meeting with them.
Salem said CAIR would provide members of the Muslim community an attorney free of charge should they need one.
"Muslims, along with fellow Americans, are committed to doing their job in helping to make our community safer," she
said. "That includes reporting suspicious activity. But for the Muslim community to be targeted as if we are guilty is
inappropriate. If [law enforcement] wants to communicate with specific individuals, there should be no hindrance in doing
that with an attorney."
Since posting the video on Facebook, CAIR has received five credible phone calls from Muslim community members
about FBI agents wanting to interview them, Salem said. That's in addition to the three reports that prompted her
warning. In a written statement, Gov. Greg Abbott said Friday that his office is working with law enforcement officials
and monitoring the purported terrorist threat in coordination with the Texas Department of Public Safety. "Texans should
go about their daily lives as usual, but remain vigilant over the next several days and report any suspicious activity to state
or local law enforcement," Abbott said. "The state of Texas will continue to do everything it can to ensure the safety and
security of its citizens."
The DPS issued a statement Friday that said the department is "constantly" in touch with law enforcement and intelligence
officials, including the Joint Terrorism Task Force.
"We can also assure Texans that we adjust our level of vigilance to meet any potential or emerging threats, and will also
adjust our security measures as threats warrant," the department's statement said.
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Trump is too dangerous to support
Noah M. Horwitz
Should Donald Trump win tomorrow, Nov. 19, 2015, will be a date that schoolchildren might very well read about in
history textbooks for posterity.
On that day, Yahoo News interviewed Trump about a range of topics, from the economy to immigration. But when they
got to the question of national security, Trump said that he wouldn't rule out the unthinkable. The reporter pressed
the point to its logical extreme, eventually asking if Trump would be content with forcing Muslims to register with
the government or wear special identification on their clothes.
"He wouldn't rule it out," the article reads.
He reiterated the comments the next day, when an NBC reporter asked him if he'd compel Muslim-Americans to
specially register.
"Absolutely!" he said.
When the reporter asked him how that would be different from the policies of Nazi Germany, Trump facetiously replied
"You tell me!" multiple times.
Somehow, these comments have not dominated the election cycle. Somehow, they are deemed less important. But that
could not be further from reality. Nothing else in this election cycle should matter.
Trump started as a joke. He started his campaign offending so many people that it was easy to think of him as a cartoonish
villain. But on Nov. 19, that all changed. Trump crossed the line from joke to pro-fascist.
A presidential candidate has incorporated tenets of Hitlerism into his platform. There should be no statute of limitations
on that most unholy offense. There should no clemency, no reprieve from indignation, for considering the idea of forcing
fellow Americans to wear Yellow Stars on their clothes because of their religion.
I have been outraged at many of Trump's comments and actions this election cycle. But, at its core, this election is not
about these diversions. It is not about emails or Trump's insensitive comments toward the Khan family. It's not about
Benghazi or the controversy involving Judge Curiel.
It's about the actual issues that will face people in this country. Trump has lots of bad positions, including on immigration,
foreign policy and taxation. But a bad position is only bad. It is not evil. His position on how to treat Muslim-Americans
in this country is evil -- evil in a way reserved for the worst men in history.
Republican congressional leaders have not been found, thus far, to have any spine to oppose Trump. Why would they
start once he was in office? The Supreme Court might proscribe his actions, but since when has Trump respected civic
institutions?
My family came to this country because we had nowhere else to go. The ones who stayed behind were murdered by the
regime of a fascist demagogue who started off by forcing distrusted members of a minority religion to register with the
government and wear Yellow Stars on their clothes.
Despite the incessant hate mail and sporadic death threats I have received from Trump's neo-Nazi supporters, I do not
fear for my life and livelihood as a Jew if Trump is elected. I cannot say the same thing for my Muslim-American brothers
and sisters.
"Who is an American?" is the epitomic question of this election. More specifically, are Muslim-Americans really
Americans? Trump says no.
The motto of this great country is E Pluribus Unum: Out of Many, One. Out of many races, one. Out of many national
origins, one. Out of many creeds, one. Out of many religions, one.
I don't care if Trump had reversed his statement, apologized the next day and never spoken of it again, although he never
did do any of that. I still would have found him just as reprehensible. If there is ever a red line in American politics, it is
embracing the political prescriptions of the Third Reich.
If Trump, should he be elected, does the unthinkable, we will have been warned. Schoolchildren in the 22nd century,
reading about these times, will remember Nov. 19, 2015. Will you?
Horwitz is a first-year law student from Houston. Follow him on twitter @NmHorwitz.
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The Trump Effect: With Thousands Newly Registered, Muslims Ready to Vote
Rashed Mian
For much of the US presidential election cycle, the coverage of Muslim Americans in the country has almost
exclusively focused on national security--that their religion inherently makes them a danger to society and even
the good ones are somehow responsible for failing to weed out troublemakers in their own communities.
Muslim families watched in horror last December when Donald Trump, a reality TV star and businessman vying
for the Republican Party's nomination, proposed a ban on all Muslims entering the US.
They cringed, but were not surprised, when he suggested law enforcement spy on their mosques--a controversial
tool that has become all-too commonplace after the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks--and have the federal government
establish a database of all Muslims living in the US.
There were moments, although fleeting, that made them swell with pride, like when Ghazala and Khizr Khan, the parents
of a fallen Muslim soldier, became the unexpected stars of this election.
With the vitriolic presidential election careening toward a welcomed end, Long Island Muslims interviewed over the
course of the final weeks of the race say they're motivated, perhaps more than ever, to flock to the polls. Muslims aren't
the only segment of the population who feel they have been unfairly maligned this election, but the long-list of
inflammatory remarks, perhaps buttressing a troubling rise in attacks on mosques and rampant Islamophobia, has them
confident people will be inspired to turn out in droves, according to surveys and chatter in mosques.
"Until this year we were not serious," about getting involved politically, Dr. Safdar Chadda of the Islamic Center of Long
Island in Westbury, tells the Press. "This is the first time we're doing it in an organized way."
To ensure strong turnout on Tuesday, a coalition of mosques across the Island held a picnic at Belmont Lake State Park
in September to encourage people to head to the polls. In Nassau County, community leaders gathered at a local restaurant
to strategize how best to mobilize volunteers and their plans for upcoming meet-the-candidate events.
The campaign to bolster the ranks of registered voters is not only about Tuesday's presidential election. Leaders hope to
channel the motivating factors contributing to voter enthusiasm into something more tangible, perhaps even encouraging
some to run for office.
What community leaders quickly realized, however, was Muslim Americans here were already motivated to register, but
also vote come Nov. 8. The unifying force, strangely enough, was Donald J. Trump.
"Donald Trump, believe it or not, is the best thing to happen to Muslims in America because it kind of gave them a kick
in the pants," Dr. Mamoon Iqbal, a leader at Masjid Noor in Huntington, tells the Press.
"People themselves want to register," Chadda adds, "because their own future is at stake."
Get Out The Vote
Despite the apparent enthusiasm, mosques across Nassau and Suffolk counties say they've collectively registered more
than 10,000 new voters over the course of eight months--beginning during the primary season and continuing through the
general election.
Surprisingly, the most sought after segment of potential new voters were 50-and-60-year-olds who have lived in the US
for decades but mostly shrugged when election season rolled along.
"The way the political atmosphere is, and how charged the election is, everybody is a stakeholder in this election," says
Iqbal. "So they want to have their voices heard. The way to get your voices heard is to go out to the ballot box."
The same thing goes for older generations of Muslim Americans in Nassau County.
"They're inspired now, obviously," says a trustee at Masjid Hamza Islamic Center of South Shore in Valley Stream, who
requested anonymity because of the toxicity of this election. "The rhetoric is directly aimed toward Muslims."
Long Island Muslims are not alone.
Muslim advocacy groups across the country report mobilizing voters at unprecedented levels through voter registration
campaigns online and through traditional canvassing efforts.
The US Council of Muslim Organizations said last week its Get Out The Vote campaign it initiated last December "has
been overwhelmingly success." The Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) has had similar initiatives, as has
Emerge USA, which focuses its efforts entirely in swing states like Pennsylvania, Virginia and Florida, and has used the
hashtag #Muslimswingvote to galvanize voters.
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Inspired by Trump's attacks against the Khans, Mirriam Seddiq, a criminal defense attorney and Muslim advocate, created
the American Muslim Women PAC. The political action committee has endorsed Clinton and has raised money for her
campaign.
"We are awake and motivated now and we are getting organized," Seddiq tells the Press in an email. "Not the real task
is not to be complacent again, because it is that complacency that allowed us to be put in this position in the first place."
Switching Allegiances
A recent CAIR survey found that 86-percent of Muslim voters polled said they intend to vote this presidential election,
with 72 percent vowing to support the Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton.
There was a time when Republicans dominated the Muslim vote. In 2000, Muslims overwhelmingly supported George
W. Bush over Democrat Al Gore. Four years later, however, the pendulum had swung in favor of the Democrat John
Kerry.
The level of support from Muslims directed at Democrats has only grown since. According to CAIR, 49 percent of
Muslims identified as Democrat in 2008, compared with 67 percent going into this election.
Chadda, of the Islamic Center of Long Island, was one of those Republicans. But in September he changed his party
status to Independent and has pledged to vote for Clinton.
"It has been on everybody's minds and some people are really worried and scared," he says of some of Trump's remarks.
Recently one of his daughters gave an ultimatum. If Trump wins the election, she said, "I don't want to live here, I want
to go back to Canada"--the country of her birth.
Dr. Yousuf Syed, trustee at the Selden Mosque, is also a registered Republican voting for Clinton.
"I'm not too happy as a Republican," he says, adding: "If somebody personally picks on [a religion], it's a matter of
concern."
Muslim Americans are historically socially conservative, which would appear to be a tantalizing segment of the electorate
for Republicans outspoken about religious liberty. But the never-ending War on Terror, Bush-era surveillance of Muslims,
and now Trump's perceived attacks on the religion has damaged that once promising relationship, maybe even irrevocably.
Muslims who immigrated to the US "gravitated toward their social polices and fiscal conservativeness," Iqbal says. "That
has definitely changed."
As nonprofits, Mosques are careful to remain apolitical. But with one particular candidate using anti-Islam rhetoric to
spur support in an age of terror on TV and 24/7 cable news, it's hard for them to not wear their heart on their sleeve.
Imam Muhammad Abdul Jabbar of Masjid Darul Quran in Bay Shore says the mosque doesn't endorse or advocate for a
certain candidate "but everybody knows who to vote" for.
"People say that after this hype is over, hopefully something good will come," he says.
If Trump wins, he adds, "it will be a nightmare for the Muslims."
'It's a Tense Time'
Some Muslim Americas are already living the nightmare.
It's not uncommon for people to hurl disparaging remarks or gestures at families leaving Masjid Darul Quran,
Jabbar says.
"Go back where you came from!" people yell, he says. "Sometimes they would use the 'F' word."
"This is quite derogatory and full of hatred," Jabbar continues. "And this has never been before--and this is
because of Trump."
In June, CAIR and U.C. Berkeley Center for Race and Gender released a report that found attacks on mosques in the US
nearly quadrupled from 20 to 78 between 2014 and 2015. Nearly half of those incidents were recorded in November and
December, which coincides with the attacks in Paris and San Bernardino, Calif., and Trump's subsequent Muslim ban
proposal.
In September, Adelphi University in Garden City shared with the Long Island Press preliminary results of a study
scrutinizing how the election has impacted Muslim Americans. Respondents overwhelmingly blamed the rancorous
presidential election for their feeling unsafe in the US. A majority also said they felt obligated to prove their
patriotism and have experienced their loyalty come under fire.
Dr. Hussein Rashid, an ex-professor of religious studies at Hofstra University in Hempstead who is currently an adjunct
at Columbia University, says Trump is holding on to a "mythic past" in which he challenges "the notion that the vast
majority of Americans are in fact American."
"It is troubling that he is being so successful in undermining the principles of our nation and that people believe that he
is right," he says in an email. "Both his followers and his victims."
As the election winds down, Muslim American voters are experiencing a mixture of both anxiousness and relief that the
incessant campaigns are coming to an end, says the trustee at the Valley Stream mosque who wished to remain nameless.
"It's a tense time," he says.
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But now Muslim Americans, a group that accounts for about 1-percent of the US population and one that is often
used as a tool by some to sew fear in the hearts of concerned Americans, will finally have their moment to have their
voices heard--at the polls.
"As far as politics go, everybody is entitled to their own opinion, but I can tell you straight forward that the amount of
rhetoric that is coming out of certain corners has really motivated our congregants to get out there and be a part of the
conversation," says Iqbal of Masjid Noor. "Because right now we feel we're not a part of the conversation.
"Old, young, rich, poor--this is the topic of conversation right now," he continues. "People are very motivated to get out
there and vote and flex their muscle...to get their mandate across.
"We have doctors, lawyers, engineers, social workers, sports stars--our narrative is being hijacked and controlled by
somebody else and we want to take back our narrative."
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Chobani embodies the classic American immigrant success story.
By many measures, Chobani embodies the classic American immigrant success story.
Its founder, Hamdi Ulukaya, is a Turkish immigrant of Kurdish descent. He bought a defunct yogurt factory in Upstate
New York, added a facility in Twin Falls, Idaho, and now employs about 2,000 people making Greek yogurt.
But in this contentious election season, the extreme right has a problem with Chobani: In its view, too many of those
employees are refugees.
As Ulukaya has stepped up his advocacy - employing more than 300 refugees in his factories, starting a foundation to
help migrants, and traveling to the Greek island of Lesbos to witness the crisis firsthand - he and his company have been
targeted with racist attacks on social media and conspiratorial articles on websites including Breitbart News.
Now there are calls to boycott Chobani. Ulukaya and the company have been taunted with racist epithets on
Twitter and Facebook. Fringe websites have published false stories claiming Ulukaya wants "to drown the United
States in Muslims." And the mayor of Twin Falls has received death threats, partly as a result of his support for
Chobani.
Online hate speech is on the rise, reflecting the rising nationalism displayed by some supporters of Donald J. Trump, who
has opposed resettling refugees in the United States.
"What's happening with Chobani is one more flash point in this battle between the voices of xenophobia and the voices
advocating a rational immigration policy," said Cecillia Wang, director of the Immigrants' Rights Project at the American
Civil Liberties Union.
Chobani and Ulukaya declined to comment for this article. The Trump campaign did not reply to a request for comment.
Ulukaya arrived in Upstate New York in the 1990s to attend school. By 2002, he was making and selling feta cheese
inspired by a family recipe. A few years later, he learned that a yogurt and cheese factory that had closed was for sale in
Chenango County. He received a loan of $800,000 from the Small Business Administration to purchase the factory, and
started selling Chobani yogurt in 2007.
As the business grew, Ulukaya needed more help. When he learned there was a refugee resettlement center in a nearby
town, he asked if any of the newcomers wanted jobs at Chobani. Ulukaya provided transportation for the new hires, and
he brought in translators to assist them. He paid the refugee workers salaries above the minimum wage, as he did other
workers at the factory.
When Chobani opened its factory in Twin Falls, Ulukaya once again turned to a local resettlement center. The company
now employs resettled refugees from Iraq, Afghanistan and Turkey, among other countries.
"The minute a refugee has a job, that's the minute they stop being a refugee," Ulukaya said in a talk he gave this year.
Today, Chobani has annual yogurt sales of around $1.5 billion. Last year, Ulukaya signed the Giving Pledge, promising
to give away a majority of his fortune to assist refugees.
Chobani and the other companies working with refugees are not exploiting them, said Jennifer Patterson, project director
for the Partnership for Refugees, a federal program.
"It's the exact opposite," Patterson said. "These companies are looking to provide resettled refuges with the ability to live
happy and productive lives."
Chobani's work with refugees went largely unnoticed until this January, when Ulukaya spoke at the World Economic
Forum in Davos, Switzerland. His message - that corporations needed to do more to assist refugees - broke through the
high-minded rhetoric.
"He was quite a sensation there," said Kenneth Roth, executive director of Human Rights Watch, who attended the event.
"Here was someone who went beyond the well-meaning chatter of Davos and was walking the walk."
Cisco, IBM, Salesforce and more joined others in pledging assistance to refugees. Those companies and others began
working with the Tent Foundation, which Ulukaya founded last year. Chobani has pledged to help other companies learn
how to effectively integrate refugees into a work force.

229

But while an alliance of well-known companies was now working together on the issue, the online critics zeroed in
on Chobani. Shortly after Ulukaya spoke in Davos, the far-right website WND published a story originally titled
"American Yogurt Tycoon Vows to Choke U.S. With Muslims."
Then this summer, Breitbart, the conservative news website whose former executive chairman, Stephen K. Bannon, is
now running the Trump campaign, began publishing a series of misleading articles about Chobani.
One drew a connection between Chobani's hiring of refugees and a spike in tuberculosis cases in Idaho. Another linked
Chobani to a "Twin Falls Crisis Imposed by Clinton-Era Pro-Refugee Advocates." A third conflated Chobani's hiring
practices with a sexual assault case in Twin Falls involving minors.
As Breitbart began publishing its articles, the online attacks grew more intense. On Twitter and Facebook, users called
for a boycott of Chobani. An image was widely shared on social media that claimed Ulukaya was "going to drown the
United States in Muslims and is importing them to Idaho 300 at a time to work in his factory." And bloggers fabricated
stories claiming that Chobani was pressuring local officials "to facilitate their multitude of Muslim friendly/Islamification
requests."
Soon the mayor of Twin Falls, Shawn Barigar, found himself at the center of a conspiracy theory.
"It got woven into a narrative that it's all a cover-up, that we're all trying to keep the refugees safe so that Chobani has its
work force, that I personally am getting money from the Obama administration to help Chobani hire whoever they
want, that it's part of this Islamification of the United States," he said. "It's crazy."
As the online comments escalated this summer, Barigar and his wife received death threats.
Breitbart said it was simply covering the news.
"Breitbart has been a leader in delivering important and breaking news on refugee crises throughout the Western world,
which pose both national security and financial risks," Alex Marlow, editor in chief, said in a statement. "Ulukaya hasn't
merely involved himself in this issue, he's been one of the leaders in expanding refugee resettlement in the United States.
Breitbart's explosive growth is due in large measure to the mainstream media's refusal to cover vital topics like this one."
But civil rights advocates said they believed it was no mystery why Ulukaya was targeted while other chief executives
had been spared. "It's because he's an immigrant himself," Wang of the A.C.L.U. said.
Roth of Human Rights Watch attributed some of the xenophobia directed at Chobani to the election season.
"Some people are feeling left behind, and some people are concerned about terrorists," he said. "But Trump has given a
voice to these sentiments."
Barigar, a Democrat, concurred. "Donald Trump really fueled a sentiment about immigration that is shared by a very
small part of our community," he said. "We are an agricultural center. We've depended on immigrants for a half-century
or more."
Ulukaya appears undeterred. Last month, he participated in a round-table discussion with President Obama and business
leaders on how corporations could do more to help refugees.
And his work with refugees is part of a broader suite of initiatives. He recently gave 10 percent of Chobani shares to his
employees, and he is offering paid parental leave to all employees.
"He's the xenophobe's nightmare," Roth said. "Here's an immigrant who isn't competing for jobs, but is creating jobs big
time. It runs completely counter to the far-right narrative."

230

The Washington Post
November 6, 2016

Core of Trump's Islam stance has what once were considered radical seeds
Abigail Hauslohner
As far as the Rev. Terry Jones knows, they were his ideas first.
"We are asking for the immediate halting of all Muslim immigration and the removal of all illegal aliens from the
United States," the controversial Florida pastor told a Detroit radio station back in 2011. "We are asking for the
monitoring of all the mosques in America."
At the time, Jones's demands were dismissed as crazy, part of a set of radical beliefs and xenophobia that impelled
Jones to publicly burn Qurans and air mocking videos that provoked violent attacks on embassies and consulates in
Egypt, Afghanistan and Libya.
Four and a half years later, those policy prescriptives are a core element of Republican presidential candidate
Donald Trump's campaign.
The party's standard-bearer has borrowed heavily both in message and in membership from far-right conservative activists
whose pronouncements on Islam have long been denounced as dangerous zealotry by mainstream conservative and liberal
policymakers alike.
Former president George W. Bush and GOP candidates Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) and Mitt Romney all repudiated antiIslam rhetoric as un-American.
Trump has become the first and only major-party presidential candidate to adopt these ideas as his own. With his calls for
a complete ban on Muslim immigrants or "extreme vetting" on people entering the country, policy prescriptives once
relegated to the fringe have become mainstream.
The migration of anti-Islam extremist views to major-party acceptance is, like much in American politics, a fusion of
opportunism and ideology. It often has been highly profitable for its practitioners as well.
In 2007, Brigitte Gabriel, a former reporter for Pat Robertson's evangelical television channel and author of a book on
the dangers of Islam, founded Act! for America, an organization that touted as its "first accomplishment" its 2008
campaign to shut down a Minnesota Islamic school.
That same year, former newspaper executive Pamela Geller used her increasingly popular libertarian blog
AtlasShrugs.com to spread the falsehood during the 2008 presidential campaign that President Obama was born in Kenya
and was a secret Muslim.
So did former Reagan administration aide Frank Gaffney Jr., whose neoconservative think tank argued that the country
was at risk of falling victim to "civilization jihad" at the hands of the Muslim Brotherhood.
The Egypt-based Islamist movement, Gaffney alleged, harbored a sinister bid to destroy American society and implement
Islamic law.
With the Obama rumors, Gaffney, Geller, Gabriel and others found a more direct way to advance a broader opposition to
Islam - and a right-wing audience to embrace it. Along the way, Kellyanne Conway, now Trump's campaign manager,
contributed polling to sharpen the message.
By 2010, anti-Muslim activists had launched a nationwide media campaign against what they dubbed "the Ground Zero
mosque," a proposal to build a mosque and Muslim community center in Lower Manhattan. Act! for America convened
its first "National Conference and Legislative Briefing" in Washington, which brought advocates together with
lawmakers, including Rep. Peter T. King (R-N.Y.) and then-Rep. Michele Bachmann (R-Minn.).
Both went on to hold congressional hearings to examine militants infiltrating the country.
While most mainstream politicians continued to malign the activists - the Conservative Political Action Conference barred
Gaffney from speaking in 2010 after he accused two of its members of working with the Muslim Brotherhood - they
spread their ideas through a network of small conferences, tea party groups, conservative churches and Jewish groups,
and right-wing news outlets such as Breitbart. Former Breitbart chief executive Stephen Bannon is now chief executive
of the Trump campaign.
They told their audiences that Islam isn't a religion but a political ideology that is inherently violent and opposed
to Judeo-Christian values. They warned that mosques and Muslims should be watched. And they argued that
practicing Islam means belief in the oppression of women and the murder of infidels, and that the religion is
therefore unconstitutional.
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Most important of all, they said, was to stop the advance of what they labeled "creeping sharia," an alleged Muslim
plot to impose Islamic law across American institutions.
Sharia is not a codified document like the U.S. Constitution, say religious and legal scholars, but rather a broad and
variably interpreted set of ideas and principles for how to live life as a Muslim. It offers an array of guidance, including
on prayer practices, marriage, diet and finances. It also draws on tens of thousands of texts and scholarly interpretations,
meaning that there is no universally approved body of Islamic law, said Intisar A. Rabb, an Islamic legal scholar at
Harvard University.
In the summer of 2010, former House speaker Newt Gingrich (R-Ga.) offered a darker vision. In a speech at the American
Enterprise Institute, he said sharia is "a mortal threat to the survival of freedom in the United States and the world as we
know it."
It was "the pre-eminent totalitarian threat of our time," said Gaffney's Center for Security Policy's report, "Shariah - The
Threat to America." Among its authors were former CIA director James R. Woolsey and Joseph E. Schmitz, both of
whom are now national security advisers for Trump.
The center's general counsel, David Yerushalmi, drafted a law to ban sharia, and with the help of Act! for America began
shopping the draft to lawmakers in Southern states.
Bills to ban sharia now have been introduced in all but 16 states. To date, Tennessee, Arizona, Kansas, Louisiana and
South Dakota all have passed some form of legislation to ban "foreign law"- wording adopted in most cases to avoid an
explicit violation of the Constitution, which prohibits the favoring or targeting of one religion. Alabama's bill failed, but
its voters banned sharia by ratifying a constitutional amendment.
Faiza Patel, the co-director of the Liberty and National Security Program at New York University Law School's Brennan
Center for Justice, said "the idea that sharia law poses a threat to the United States is just laughable."
But it makes sense that sharia has worked as a focal point for the anti-Muslim movement. For many Americans, the
definition offered by the activists was also their first introduction to the concept.
"The theory that 'the Muslims are coming'" has helped anti-Muslim activists to "malign Muslim individuals and
groups, and suggest that they have some sort of terrorist ties," Patel said. "We've seen this with [longtime Hillary
Clinton aide] Huma Abedin. And we've seen a concerted campaign against [Muslim lobbyist group] the Council on
American-Islamic Relations for some time."
The business of speaking out against Muslims also has been lucrative.
Seven charitable groups provided $42.6 million to "Islamophobia think tanks" such as those run by Gaffney and
Gabriel between 2001 and 2009, researchers at the Center for American Progress found.
In 2014, Gaffney was paid more than $308,000, and Gabriel earned at least $240,000, according to the IRS Form 990
filed by their organizations.
The 2014 rise of the Islamic State, with its gruesome beheading videos, created new fears and gave the movement new
energy.
The Islamic State was practicing Islamic law when it executed journalists and religious minorities, the anti-Islam
activists told their audiences, and so were the gunmen who carried out the 2015 and 2016 terrorist attacks in Paris,
Brussels, San Bernardino, Calif., and Orlando.
When the 2016 election cycle rolled around, not everyone in the movement rallied immediately around Trump. Some,
including Gaffney, initially joined the campaign of Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Tex.), and Ben Carson also won support with
references to "civilization jihad."
But Trump ultimately incorporated the message into his presidential platform like no other major-party candidate had
before.
In previous presidential campaigns, the Republican candidates "beat back" the movement's conspiracy theories, said Ken
Gude, a senior fellow at the Center for American Progress, who co-authored an updated report on the movement last year.
"Now we have a campaign that not only isn't pushing back against them, but is also pushing and advocating those kinds
of views."
Walid Phares, one of Trump's foreign policy advisers, was part of a Lebanese Christian militia that took part in massacres
during the Lebanese civil war and has previously accused the U.S. government of being beholden to an Islamist agenda.
And another top adviser, retired Army Lt. Gen. Michael Flynn, joined the board of Act! for America shortly after joining
the Trump campaign. Gingrich and Bachmann are also advisers.
But the "top expert with influence on these issues is Frank Gaffney, who advised Cruz, then provided research to Trump,"
Phares wrote in an email. He also named Schmitz, Flynn, Gingrich and former New York mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani as
key sources on developing policy ideas on Islam.
"A number of these folks are friends of mine," Gaffney said in an interview about Trump's inner circle. "I've had
conversations with them, [and] the opportunity to provide input [to the campaign], at least informally."
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When Trump in December first called for a "total and complete shutdown of Muslims entering the United States,"
he cited a widely debunked poll, conducted by Conway for Gaffney's Center for Security Policy, that claims that
25percent of Muslims surveyed supported violence against Americans and that 51percent think Muslims should
have the choice of being governed by sharia in America.
A large number of Americans have long recognized "the jihad threat," and Trump is giving voice to those sentiments,
Geller said. It's only the mainstream media, "a Soros-funded propaganda arm for the far-Left and its Islamic supremacist
allies," she said, that has stood in the way of broader acceptance.
On the campaign trail, where Trump warns repeatedly of the dangers posed by Muslims, the candidate is
articulating, Gaffney said, "the most serious and thoughtful and necessary policy toward the threat that we face from the
global jihad movement of anybody in public life at the moment."
"Anyone who believes sharia law supplants American law will not be given an immigrant visa," Trump said at an
August campaign rally in North Carolina. The crowd shouted its response: "U.S.A.! U.S.A.!"
abigail.hauslohner@washpost.com
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New Quran translation adds Bible references
LEILA PITCHFORD
A new version of the Quran started life with two goals.
The first goal is to present the Quran in a contemporary English translation.
The second is a little different. The authors sought to tie verses to correlating passages in the Christian Bible.
The project, "The Qur'an - with References to the Bible: A Contemporary Understanding," was years in the
making by Safi Kaskas, a Muslim businessman, and David Hungerford, an orthopedic surgeon.
To people suspicious of the idea, Kaskas says, "Our intent is not at all to convert readers from one faith to another, or
merge the two religions into one. Rather, we seek to build bridges of understanding among the people of the three
Abrahamic faiths."
An estimated 90 percent of Muslims outside the Arabic world can't read Arabic, according to a news release. So the
authors perceived a need for a modern translation.
They also point out some similarities in the two sets of religious writings.
Both have stories about Creation, as well as about Noah, Abraham, Moses and Jesus.
They point out the Quran contains more than 100 mentions of Jesus.
The new book is set up similarly to a study Bible. The Quran's verses are the main text, and it can be read directly
as the Quran. However, the verses have more than 3,000 numbered footnotes. These footnotes list parallel scripture
from the Bible.
For example, take the word inshallah, an Arabic phrase that means "God willing." It can be heard on shows such as "NCIS:
Los Angeles." Instructions on its use are in 18:22 in the Quran. "Never say of anything, 'I will do that tomorrow,' without
adding 'God willing.'"
The authors have marked this passage with a footnote to James 4:15. "Instead you ought to say, 'If the Lord wishes, we
will live and do this or that.'"
As far as the references to Jesus, consider 3:39. "The angels called to him as he stood praying in the inner sanctuary, 'God
gives you good news of John, who will confirm a Word from God.'"
The footnote references John 1:14: "The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory,
the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth."
The footnotes also reference Luke 1, where the priest Zechariah is praying in the temple and an angel tells him that he
and his wife will have a son they are to name John.
The book also has several pieces of introductory materials that explain more in-depth what the project is about and how
it was accomplished. It ends with a glossary that explains selected words and how they were translated or how they
compare to the Christian terminology. The word Christian is included. The glossary points out the Bible says in Acts that
the term Christian wasn't used until Antioch, decades after Jesus was on Earth. The Quran doesn't use the Arabic for
Christian (Masihiyeen); instead it uses Nasara, which may be related to the word Nazarene. The authors point out that
word Nazarene is used to describe Jesus in several places throughout the New Testament. With those arguments, the
translators used the term Christian as the translation for Nasara.
"The Qur'an - with References to the Bible:A Contemporary Understanding" is available through Amazon, Barnes &
Noble and other retailers.
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Protest at Athens Mosque Site Ends With 15 Arrests
NIKI KITSANTONIS
ATHENS -- The Greek police raided a site near downtown Athens on Friday that would be the capital's first statesponsored mosque, arresting 15 members of nationalist groups that had been occupying the premises in protest.
Athens is the only European Union capital without an official place of worship for Muslims, and although plans
for the mosque predate the arrival of a huge of influx of migrants, many of whom are from Syria and Iraq, its
construction has been caught up in the polarizing debate over how to handle the recent arrivals.
Nationalist groups have complained that the increase in Muslims threatens traditional Greek values, while the
leftist-led government and Mayor Giorgos Kaminis, of Athens, have insisted that the creation of the mosque is an
obligation for Greece as a European Union member state.
The protesters, who will face charges of disturbing the peace and have described themselves as patriots, moved to the
plot of land in July to oppose the plans to construct the mosque, which was formally approved by Parliament in the
summer after years of delays caused by protests and legal appeals. The project, budgeted at 887 million euros, or about
$985 million, will be paid for by the Greek state.
Though relatively small in size, the protest was a source of concern because it had picked up the support of farright groups including the neo-Nazi Golden Dawn, Greece's third-largest party. According to the occupants, the site
accommodated 20 homeless Greeks ages 17 to 74, and 45 ''guards,'' chiefly Greek Army reservists with right-wing views.
They subsequently named their initiative the ''homeless hostel,'' saying they were providing food and shelter for destitute
Greeks who have been neglected by the state at the expense of migrants who have been cared for at centers across the
country.
The protesters, many of whom wore their army uniforms on the site, a former navy facility, also set up a makeshift Greek
Orthodox Church on the premises.
Speaking by telephone before the raid, Christos Athanassiou of the Association of Reservist Infantrymen, one of the
groups occupying the site, said the initiative was intended to help people who have been struggling because of Greece's
long-running economic problems. ''We are not racists, we are patriots,'' he said. ''Our Greece is at risk.''
Mr. Athanassiou said protesters were occupying the site legally, claiming they had gained approval from Greece's human
rights commission. A spokeswoman for the commission denied that assertion, saying that it did not have the authority to
give such approval and, in any case, that it was not approached.
The rhetoric used by the protesters is similar to that employed by Golden Dawn, whose leadership is on trial for charges
that include racist attacks against immigrants.
The protesters have denied any connection to Golden Dawn, but the mosque protest recently received a public embrace
by the party. Its leader, Nikos Michaloliakos, led a protest rally outside the plot on Sunday, and its spokesman, Ilias
Kasidiaris, visited the site on Friday after the police raid, which was carried out peacefully.
Mr. Kasidiaris condemned the police for dismantling the makeshift church on the site, while leaving hundreds of
unofficial Muslim prayer sites in buildings across Athens untouched.
The leftist-led coalition aims to Islamicize Greece, Mr. Kasidiaris said. ''This will not pass,'' he said. ''Golden Dawn will
make sure of it.''
In a statement earlier this week, the general secretary of Greece's Justice Ministry, Kostis Papaioannou, said the actions
of the protesters were ''reminiscent of past manifestations of hate which pose a threat to law, order and security.''
Golden Dawn had distributed food in central Athens squares at the peak of the Greek crisis, but the handouts were
restricted to Greek citizens, and they have since been banned.
Greek society has been accepting of the migrants who continue to arrive in the country, and protests have been confined
to areas close to overcrowded reception facilities, particularly on the islands in the Aegean Sea where migrants have been
landing.
The mosque project has not been opposed by the general public, with objections expressed chiefly by right-wing groups
and Greek Orthodox clerics.
The country's influential Archbishop Ieronymos said this week that although he was initially supportive of an Athens
mosque, he now believed that the project should be postponed until it was clear how many Muslim migrants would
remain in the capital. He also expressed concern about ''anti-Greekness and dechristianization.''
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VALENTIN: Necessity of Naming Our Threats
Francois Valentin
Words matter, especially when you are a president. The presidency of George W. Bush was packed with blunders and
poor word choices, many of which have remained the object of ridicule long after his term. However, while leaders must
understand the consequences of their phrasing, they should not be discouraged from naming the threats that face the
United States, especially when it comes to terrorism.
Labeling an act as "radical Islamic terrorism" is not an attack on Islam. President Barack Obama caused a stir in
the past few months by choosing not to use the phrase "radical Islam" to describe the terrorist attacks seen in the
United States, France, Germany, Iraq, Lebanon and Nigeria, among many others.
Some prominent Republicans immediately criticized him for these decisions, even claiming that he is the founder
of the Islamic State group and a closeted Muslim. For these people, Islam presents a threat to society, one that the
president should crush.
The fact is, though, that Obama is not Muslim, and the vast majority of Muslims have nothing to do with the terrorist
attacks in Orlando or San Bernardino or Paris. The president's decision not to put the onus of terrorism on Islam makes
sense. Bruce Weinstein, in a column in Fortune magazine, argues that many people do not understand the nuanced
difference between blaming Islam and blaming only its most radical faction, and such a distinction is very important.
These are the same individuals who commend Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump's proposed ban on Muslim
immigration. They also perceive Democratic presidential nominee Hillary Clinton's use of the phrase "radical Islamism"
as referring to all of Islam rather than only its radical sect.
In his column, Weinstein examines a post-9/11 incident in which a man named Frank Roque shot at a Lebanese-American
clerk and an Afghan family and killed a Sikh man. None of them were in any way involved with terrorism, with the last
victim not even being Muslim. Therefore, Weinstein argues that omitting the word "Islam" in conjunction with "radical"
to describe radical terror attacks will be beneficial, as fewer citizens will be tempted to amalgamate terrorism and Islam.
Yet, failure to name the threat allows individuals to imagine their own enemies. When terrorists scream "Allahu
Akbar" before committing their acts, Islam becomes associated with radicalism in the public conscience. When
political leaders fail to even mention the word Islam in response to attack, it angers those who have already made
an association between the Islam and terrorism. When demagogues put the blame on Islam as a whole, this
reinforces these individuals' association of
Islam and terrorism.
Obama's mindset of dissociating Muslims from terrorists is laudable. The vast majority of the 1.6 billion Muslims
worldwide do not support the Islamic State group, Boko Haram or the Taliban. On the contrary, a fair share of them are
victims of attacks by such extremist groups. This does not mean leaders should avoid more accurate phraseology.
Members of these groups identify as Muslims. They may have the most vacuous readings of the texts, but this is
their identity. By denying that reality, Obama is not helping the Muslim population. In 2015, the number of hate crimes
against Muslims in France tripled. Those who commit such Islamophobic attacks will still blame all Muslims, while
giving credence to political leaders who unfairly condemn the entire Muslim population rather than to those who choose
nuanced rhetoric.
This is why leaders should use the occasion to employ terminology that conveys a nuanced definition of terrorist groups
to the public. The enemy is not Islam, but terrorist groups and their fundamentalist readings of ancient texts. Only by
naming our threats can we clarify to American citizens the reality of the situation and maintain the distinction between
"radical Islamic terrorists" and Muslims
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2016; Crimes highlight final quarter of the year
Emily Garcia @emily_dcglobe
Halloween was in the air throughout the month of October as Dodge City prepared for the spooky holiday. It wasn 't
until Garden City appeared on national news that residents truly felt scared.
On Oct. 14, three men from southwest Kansas were charged with plotting a terrorist attack on an apartment
building occupying more than 100 Muslim immigrants from Somalia. Patrick Stein, 51, of Wright, Gavin
Wright, 49, and Curtis Allen, 49, both from Liberal, were charged with one count of conspiring to use a weapon
of mass destruction.
The men, who referred to themselves as "The Crusaders," planned to bomb the apartment building with four
car bombs shortly after the election. Unaware that they were under the close surveillance of the FBI, the men
were caught when they met up with an undercover agent to receive what they thought were working explosives.
Acting U.S. attorney, Tom Beall, stated in a press release that "these charges are based on eight months of
investigation by the FBI that is alleged to have taken the investigators deep into a hidden culture of hatred and
violence," said Beall "Many Kansans may find it as startling as I have that such things could happen here."
Since the arrest, the Garden City community has done its best to support the Somali immigrants and assure their
safety. All three men have pled not guilty and will remain in custody until their court date on April 25.
With the election just around the corner, November was a chaotic month for many people in America. In Dodge City,
however, many residents focused their attention at the Ford County District Court, awaiting the sentencing of
defendant Anthony Raymond Becker, 27, of Bucklin.
Becker was convicted of murder in May of 2015 when a dead body was discovered close to the Bucklin Bridge near
131 Spur Road. Over a year later, on Nov. 2, Becker was found guilty of murder in the first degree. The evidence from
the trial claims that Becker took Boyd to his shed where he shot Boyd six times.
"The autopsy proved it was not an accident," said David Belling, assistant Ford County Attorney. "The defendant
even said that after he shot Chris, 'You're going to find boot prints on his skull,' to make sure that he was dead because
shooting him six times wasn't enough and he needed to do more."
Co-defendants in this case include Chelsea Sosa, 24, and James Schmidt, 30, who both made plea agreements prior
to the 3-day Becker trial. Sosa pled no contest to a charge of obstructing apprehension or prosecution. Schmidt pled
no contest to a count of conspiracy to commit aggravated battery, and pled guilty to obstructing apprehension or
prosecution. During the trial, the defendant's attorney's main argument questioned whether Becker or Sosa pulled the
trigger on Boyd.
"There is no evidence to support James or Chelsea had anything to do with the murder," said Belling. "The defendant
said he shot and killed Chris."
The jury determined on Nov. 2 that Becker was responsible for the murder of Christopher Boyd, having shot him six
times. Before Becker is sentenced for murder, he will have to go through a pre-sentencing investigation, which will
determine the length of his sentence.
With the negativity of a bomb threat and a murder trial, Dodge City residents were hopeful that December would
bring holiday cheer and lighten things up. Unfortunately the bad luck continued when Evan Kaiser was killed by a hit
and run in early November.
"When officers arrived they discovered a man who had life threatening injuries," DCPD Deputy Chief Jerad Goertzen
said in a previous press release. "It was determined he was walking west on Trail Street when he was struck from
behind by a vehicle traveling west bound."
A couple days later, on Nov. 10, Kaiser was pronounced dead due to the injuries caused by the hit and run. It wasn't
until Dec. 2 that police found a lead on this case by locating the car that had struck Kaiser on the morning of Nov. 8.
The vehicle was a Nissan Murano located in a garage in Dodge City. The department believes that Lilian Sosa-Gallego
De Sosa or her husband, Rudy Joel Sosa-Sosa, have information on the hit and run. Since then, police have not been
able to locate the couple for questioning. It is believed that the couple has connections in town that allow them to live
comfortably under a different name. If anyone knows any information regarding the case or the location of the couple,
please contact the Dodge City Police Department at 620-225-8126 or call Crime stoppers at 620-227-7867
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Senator to address Sharia concerns
By, Madeline Buckley
An Indiana lawmaker says he wants to address constituent concerns that judges could use Sharia law, or Islamic
religious law, as a legal standard in civil cases.
Sen. Travis Holdman, R-Markle, has proposed Senate Bill 16, which would prohibit judges from using foreign law to
impose a restriction that would violate a person's constitutional rights.
Similar legislation already has been enacted in nine states. While the measures have gained traction out of fears about
Islamic law, the recent iterations do not explicitly single out Muslims in order to avoid constitutional challenges, some
experts say.
Holdman's bill, for instance, centers on denying the "application of foreign law," but does not mention Sharia or
lslamic law. Holdman, however, was clear about the motivation behind the legislation.
"As constituents have raised concerns with me, they are concerned about such things as Sharia law being used as a
legal standard in our courts," Holdman told IndyStar.
Some experts have cautioned about the unintentional consequences of such measures, and critics have said such
laws are sparked by Islamophobia.
In another twist, an Indiana gay and lesbian advocacy group has raised alarm bells about the possibility that
the measure could open the door for more discrimination against LGBT Hoosiers.
David Orentlicher, a constitutional law professor at the Indiana University Robert H. McKinney School of Law in
Indianapolis, said the bill isn't needed because courts already protect fundamental constitutional rights. Further, he
said, the law could impact foreign proceedings that are usually recognized here, such as foreign marriages and
divorces.
"It doesn't solve an existing problem, and creates a new problem," Orentlicher said.
A 2013 report from the Center for American Progress noted that foreign law bans were gaining traction in legislatures
across the country. The report said the bills attacked "a problem that doesn't exist" and provoked anti-Muslim
sentiment.
Proponents of such bills across the country have referenced a 2009 case in New Jersey in which a judge did not grant
a protective order to a woman who was abused, finding that her husband was adhering to his Muslim beliefs. However,
that decision was reversed on appeal and decried by legal scholars.
While the Indiana proposal would prohibit judges from applying foreign law if the law violates constitutional rights,
it also says judges shouldn't interpret the law to mean they should try to adjudicate "ecclesiastical matters" if such
intervention from the court would violate the First Amendment right to freedom of religion.
This portion of the bill drew concern Friday from Freedom Indiana, an organization that advocates for LGBT rights
in Indiana. Chris Paulsen, director of Freedom Indiana, said she is concerned that the bill could "open a can of worms."
Freedom Indiana on Friday sent out a plea to supporters about the bill, citing concern that the broad language of the
bill could allow a religious organization to violate local nondiscrimination laws.
She said she intends to speak with Holdman, the bill's author. Holdman told IndyStar the bill "doesn't have anything
to do with religious freedom."
The bill has been assigned to the Senate Judiciary Committee. A similar bill was proposed last year, but did not gain
traction. State Sen. Rodric Bray, chair of the Judiciary Committee, said he has not yet decided if the bill will get a
hearing. IndyStar reporter Chelsea Schneider contributed to this story.
Call IndyStar reporter Madeline Buckley at (317) 444-6083. Follow her on Twitter: @Mabuckley88.
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Feds sue Michigan city for rejecting mosque
TRESA BALDAS ; DETROIT FREE PRESS (TNS)
DETROIT - The U.S. Department of Justice has filed a lawsuit against the city of Sterling Heights claiming the
Detroit suburb was biased against Muslims when it shot down a plan to build a mosque there last year.
The Justice Department claims in the lawsuit filed Thursday in U.S. District Court in Detroit that Sterling
Heights officials catered to the fears and views of anti-Muslim residents who showed up at public meetings and
expressed views of all sorts in opposition to the mosque.
One person said "Remember 9/11," according to the lawsuit, while another held up a picture of a woman
wearing a head covering and said he didn't want to "be near people like this" and a third person asked
Homeland Security to screen the group that wanted the mosque, saying "they're cutting people's heads off;
they kill our soldiers."
And it wasn't just residents who made such comments, the federal government claims, but elected officials did, too.
According to the lawsuit, Sterling Heights Mayor Michael Taylor once asked whether the mosque could appear "less
Middle Eastern" and more "generic."
The Justice Department lawsuit comes four months after the American Islamic Community Center filed its own
lawsuit against the city, alleging Sterling Heights unlawfully denied the AICC an application for a special land use to
build a mosque on 15 Mile between Ryan and Mound roads.
Both lawsuits accuse Sterling Heights of violating the Religious Land Use and Institutionalized Persons Act - a 16year-old law that prohibits the government from engaging in religious discrimination when making land use decisions.
The Justice Department lawsuit notes that since 2006, no application for special approval land use for a place of
worship has been denied in Sterling Heights, "with the exception of the application" for the mosque. However, during
this same period, the lawsuit notes, the city approved five special land use applications for places of worship.
At issue is a 9-0 vote by the Sterling Heights Planning Commission last year to reject building the mosque. City
officials and residents have said their rejection was not based on bigotry, noting that the city already has a mosque,
but over concerns that the location was not suitable for such a large building and could cause traffic problems.
But the federal government isn't convinced.
According to the Justice Department lawsuit, the AICC, which is currently located in Madison Heights, wanted to
build in Sterling Heights because it needed a more convenient location for its members and more space. The current
facility, the suit alleges, is overcrowded during religious observances and isn't big enough to accommodate all of the
group's educational and youth activities and special events. So the group embarked on a plan to build a bigger mosque
in Sterling Heights, but was shot down.
"The Constitution protects the rights of religious communities to create the institutions and physical spaces they need
to observe and practice their faith free from discriminatory barriers," Assistant Attorney General Vanita Gupta, head
of the Civil Rights Division, said in a statement. "The Justice Department will continue to aggressively protect the
rights of all communities to live, pray and worship free from religious discrimination and substantial burdens in local
land use decisions."
Sterling Heights has denied the allegation, saying the city has long embraced diversity and inclusiveness and
"continues to be interested in collaborating with the American Islamic Community Center (AICC)."
"The city has cooperated fully with the Department of Justice in this matter, and is surprised and disappointed in its
decision to initiate this lawsuit at this time," the city of Sterling Heights said in a statement.
According to the statement, the AICC's land use request to build a mosque was denied by the Planning Commission
"based on established land use criteria including the incompatibility with adjoining uses, insufficient parking, as well
as overall size and height of the building, and not emotional feelings tied to religious beliefs either for or against the
applicant.""The city welcomes the AICC along with any other religious groups, to Sterling Heights and we will
continue an open dialog to address areas of disagreement with respect to land use," the statement read.
City officials also defended the reputation of Sterling Heights as a city that welcomes and embraces diversity and
inclusiveness, noting its diverse population represents "a wide variety of cultures, ethnicities and race."
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"Sterling Heights has a solid reputation for inclusiveness and tolerance reflected in a wide variety of places of worship
across the city, including two existing Mosques, a Sikh Temple, a Buddhist Temple, Christian churches of various
denominations and a BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandi," the city said in a statement. "Sterling Heights is a community
that has and continues to welcome diversity through many programs and events."
The case is one of several that have come up in recent years across metro Detroit involving mosques facing stiff
opposition from nearby residents. The Department of Justice filed a lawsuit last year against Pittsfield Township in
Washtenaw County after it denied an Islamic school permission to be built. In recent years, there has been strong
opposition to mosques being built in West Bloomfield, Plymouth, and Warren.
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TRUMP'S ADVISeRS; The faith backgrounds of Trump's top team
Emily McFarlan Miller Religion News Service
An education secretary who supports school vouchers to get more children into private religious schools. A White
House strategist whose ex-wife accused him of anti-Semitism. A national security adviser who called Islam "a
political ideology hiding behind a religion."
After a campaign in which President-elect Donald Trump was accused of trafficking in bigotry and hatred, and of
changing his views to win the conservative religious vote, he is choosing Cabinet members who have made
controversial statements on religious and ethical issues.
Here is a list of some of the appointees and what they have said and done with regards to religion.
Rick Perry
Former Texas Gov. Rick Perry is President-elect Donald Trump's pick to head the Department of Energy, the body
Perry famously could not name as a candidate in the 2012 election. Perry campaigned in that election on the promise
to dismantle the department he is now picked to lead.
Perry is an outspoken evangelical Christian. As governor of Texas he organized a prayer rally that drew 30,000
people to a Houston stadium where a parade of Republican candidates appeared alongside religious leaders in prayer.
The event drew condemnation from church-state separationists.
Perry is on the record as stating the U.S. was founded on "Christian values." He has called evolution "one of the
theories that is out there" with "some gaps in it" and mistakenly claimed while governor that Texas public schools
teach creationism -- something the Supreme Court ruled unconstitutional. He has called climate change science "a
contrived, phony mess."
When Perry ran for president in 2012, he likened it to a ministry he felt called to and said his candidacy was "God's
will." He and his wife attend the evangelical Lake Hills Church in Austin.
Rex Tillerson
The 64-year-old outgoing chief of Exxon Mobil is Trump's pick as Secretary of State. Tillerson is a Christian, and a
long-time member of a Congregationalist church in Texas. His church is a member of the National Association of
Congregational Christian Churches, a denomination with links to the Puritans that is made up of about 400 fully
autonomous congregations.
Not a lot is known about Tillerson's personal religious beliefs, but he is a life-long member of the Boy Scouts of
America, which has links to Christianity. But as head of the Scouts, Tillerson advocated to open its membership to
gay youth.
And while some of Trump's picks are known creationists and science deniers, Tillerson took Exxon Mobil to a
position of recognizing the science that shows climate change is linked to mankind's use of fossil fuels.
Scott Pruitt
Scott Pruitt, Oklahoma's attorney general, is Trump's pick to head the Environmental Protection Agency.
Pruitt is a member of First Baptist Church of Broken Arrow, Okla., where he has served as a deacon. First Baptist is
affiliated with the Southern Baptist Convention, which has opposed marriage equality, reproductive rights for women
and LGBTQ rights, including bathroom access for transgender people.
Pruitt is on the record about some of these things. He approved of the Supreme Court's decision to uphold an
employer's right to deny birth control access to employees on the basis of religious objections. He sought an injunction
to prevent transgender bathroom access, and he said he disagreed with the Supreme Court's ruling on marriage
equality.
He is also a known climate change denier, though it is unclear if that is linked to his religious views.
Ben Carson
Dr. Ben Carson, the neurosurgeon-turned-Republican presidential nominee-turned-Trump supporter, has been
nominated to run the Department of Housing and Urban Development.
A Seventh-day Adventist who has been baptized twice, he spoke about his faith during the 2013 National Prayer
Breakfast speech, blasting both Obamacare and political incorrectness.
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During the 2016 election cycle, he said he believed the world literally was created in six days, as some but not all
conservative Christians do. He confirmed that in a 17-year-old video he said the biblical Joseph built the pyramids in
Egypt to store grain (they are really Pharaohs' tombs). And he tried to link Hillary Clinton to Lucifer.
Other controversial opinions he voiced during the campaign were that he "would not agree with" electing a Muslim
to be president and that Islam was not consistent with the U.S. Constitution.
"Dr. Carson's views on Islam, American Muslims and the world are dangerously ill-informed and could negatively
impact any government agency he heads," said Nihad Awad of the Council on American-Islamic Relations.
Carson is also a climate change skeptic, stating, "there is always going to be either cooling or warming going on."
Gen. James Mattis
James "Mad Dog" Mattis, a retired Marine general known to his troops as "the warrior monk" for his dedication to
the philosophy of war, is Trump's pick for secretary of defense.
Mattis has said he disagrees with Trump's plan to ban Muslim immigrants. "They think we've completely lost it," he
said of U.S. allies. "This kind of thing is causing us great damage right now, and it's sending shock waves through this
international system."
Subordinates say religion is a factor Mattis, 66, took into consideration when planning a mission. "He told me how
he saw us fighting -- and where -- and how he was getting us ready to do just that," former Marine Stanton Coerr
wrote of Mattis in the journal of the nonprofit organization The Bridge. "He laid out history, culture, religion and
politics, and he saw very clearly not only where we would fight, but how Seventh Marines, a desert battalion, fit into
that fight."
Reince Priebus
One of Trump's first appointments was Reince Priebus as his chief of staff.
Priebus, a Wisconsin lawyer and Republican Party chairman, is a lifelong member of the Greek Orthodox Church. In
a CNN segment titled "A Day in the Life of Reince Priebus," he said the three things that get him through the day
include the Greek Orthodox liturgy (the other two are the Republican Party platform and the Milwaukee Brewers
schedule).
He reportedly has maintained dual participation at two Racine, Wis., churches: Kimissis Greek Orthodox Church and
Grace Church, where he started a Bible study and prayer group for young married couples, according to The Journal
Times.
Steve Bannon
After Trump named Steve Bannon his chief White House strategist and senior counselor, RNS columnist Mark Silk
described Bannon's strategy this way: "There is a certain affinity between the white nationalism of the alt-right and
the Jewish nationalism of the Zionist right. Steve Bannon's strategy is to use it to foster an anti-Muslim presidency."
In an interview with Mother Jones, Bannon called Breitbart Media, which he previously headed, "the platform for the
alt-right," a white nationalist movement. He also called its ideology "nationalist," though he did not specifically
identify it as "white nationalist." His ex-wife has accused him of anti-Semitism -- a charge his spokesperson has denied
-- and both the ADL and Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism protested his appointment because of Breitbart's
anti-Semitic ideology.
Bannon told Bloomberg News, "I come from a blue-collar, Irish Catholic, pro-Kennedy, pro-union family of
Democrats." He delivered a 2014 speech via Skype to a conference held inside the Vatican, the seat of Catholicism,
describing a "crisis both of capitalism but really of the underpinnings of the Judeo-Christian West in our beliefs."
Lt. Gen. Michael T. Flynn
Lt. Gen. Michael T. Flynn has been tapped as the assistant to the president for national security affairs.
Flynn is a retired intelligence officer and member of the board of advisers for ACT For America, which the Southern
Poverty Law Center has called the "largest grassroots anti-Muslim group in America." He has referred to Islam as a
political ideology hiding behind a religion, according to The Dallas Morning News, and tweeted that it is rational to
be afraid of Muslims.
Like Bannon, Flynn was born and raised in an "Irish-Catholic family of blue-collar Democrats."
Jeff Sessions
U.S. Sen. Jeff Sessions of Alabama was the first senator to endorse Trump. Now he's the president-elect's pick for
U.S. attorney general.
Sessions previously was a prosecutor for the Justice Department. (He was denied a federal judgeship over testimony
that he had made racist remarks.) He's made clear he's "not happy" about the direction the department has taken under
President Obama's administration, calling its refusal to defend a federal ban on same-sex marriage "shameful,"
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according to The New York Times. He voted in support of a proposed constitutional amendment that would have
banned gay marriage.
He also played a key role in a controversy that led a Wichita, Kan., mosque to cancel a speaking engagement by a
man some considered a supporter of terrorism.
Pompeo; his wife, Susan; and their son, Nicholas, reportedly attend Eastminster Presbyterian Church, where he serves
as a deacon and has taught the fifth-grade Sunday school class.
Betsy DeVos
Betsy DeVos, Trump's pick for secretary of education, has many church-state separationists on the alert for her
support of school vouchers -- the use of public money to send children to private, often religious, schools. Vouchers
are a darling of the evangelical Christian set and Vice President-elect Mike Pence.
DeVos has deep roots in the Christian Reformed denomination, graduating from Calvin College and attending Mars
Hill Bible Church in Grand Rapids, Mich. Her husband, Dick DeVos, is a former candidate for Michigan governor
who supported the teaching of "intelligent design" in public schools.
Sen. Lamar Alexander, the Republican chairman of the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions,
has called her an "excellent choice" for the role. But Casey Brescia, communications director for the lobbying group
Secular Coalition for America, writes that by selecting DeVos, "the incoming Trump Administration intentionally
might have gone out of its way to choose a candidate that would reward the religious right for their unwavering loyalty
during the campaign."
Nikki Haley
Nikki Haley, the Republican governor of South Carolina, is being considered as ambassador to the United Nations.
Haley was born into a Sikh family that immigrated to South Carolina from India. She converted to Christianity after
marrying Michael Haley in 1996. She now attends a Methodist church but occasionally visits Sikh temples with her
parents.
In 2010, Haley updated a statement about her faith on her website, taking it from a general belief in God to a specific
belief in Jesus. "My faith in Christ has a profound impact on my daily life and I look to Him for guidance with every
decision I make," the website said. "God has blessed my family in so many ways and my faith in the Lord gives me
great strength on a daily basis. Being a Christian is not about words, but about living for Christ every day."
Tom Price, an orthopedic surgeon and U.S. representative from Georgia, is Trump's pick to head the Department of
Health and Human Services. Price is a Presbyterian who attended Emory University, affiliated with the United
Methodist Church.
In Congress, Price's legislation and voting record reflect an alignment with conservative Christianity. He is opposed
to same-sex marriage and has voted to limit abortion rights. In 2008, he signed a pledge that he would not support
global warming legislation that raises taxes.
Steven Mnuchin
President-elect Trump selected Steven Mnuchin, a former Goldman Sachs partner and his campaign finance
chairman, as secretary of the treasury. Mnuchin, 53, has been described as "a very smart guy" by Lloyd Blankfein,
the CEO of Goldman Sachs who, like Mnuchin, is Jewish, and who, unlike Mnuchin, was the subject of a pre-election
advertisement supportive of Donald Trump that some criticized as anti-Semitic.
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TRUMP: Nationality powers; TAXES: Need some help
Has anyone in Washington, D.C., ever heard of the McCarran-Walter Act Of 1952?
I did not know of this Act until recently, but it has been a law for almost 65 years.
Here are the historic facts that would seem to indicate that many, if not most, of the people we elect to work for us in
Washington, D.C., do not have the slightest idea of what laws already exist in OUR country.
After several terrorist incidents were carried out in the United States, Donald Trump was severely, criticized for
suggesting that the U.S. should limit or temporarily suspend the immigration of certain ethnic groups, nationalities,
and even people of certain religions (Muslims). The criticisms condemned such a suggestion as, among other things,
being Un-American, dumb, stupid, reckless, dangerous and racist. Congressmen and Senators swore that they would
never allow such legislation, and our president called such a prohibition on immigration unconstitutional.
Known as the McCarran-Walter Act, the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1952 allows for the "Suspension of
entry or imposition of restrictions by the President, whenever the President finds that the entry of aliens or of
any class of aliens into the United States would be detrimental to the interests of the United States. The
President may, by proclamation, and for such a period as he shall deem necessary, suspend the entry of all
aliens or any class of aliens as immigrants or non-immigrants, or impose any restrictions on the entry of aliens
he may deem to be appropriate."
Who do you suppose last used this process?
Why it was president Jimmy Carter, no less than 37 years ago, in 1979, to keep Iranians out of the United
States after Iran took American hostages.
But he actually did more. He made ALL Iranian students, already in the United States, check in with the government.
And then he deported a bunch of them.
Seven thousand were found in violation of their visas, and a total of 15,000 Iranians were forced to leave the USA in
1979.
So, what say you about all of the criticism that Donald Trump received from the Democrat Senators, Representatives
and the Obama Administration?
Additionally, it is important to note that the McCarran-Walter Act also requires that an "applicant for
immigration must be of good moral character and in agreement with the principles of our Constitution."
Therefore, one could surmise that since the Quran forbids Muslims to swear allegiance to the U.S. Constitution,
technically, ALL Muslims should be refused immigration to OUR country.
RALPH HALLOCK
Hayden Authenticated at:
http://library.uwb.edu/static/USimmigration/1952_ immigration_and_nationality_
act.html AARP's Tax-Aide program is seeking volunteers to help with free tax preparation for taxpayers who live in
Kootenai and Shoshone counties. There is no need to have prior tax preparation experience as training is provided
and help is always available. Folks who are not good with computers or math, but willing to work with folks who need
help are encouraged to volunteer. Betsy Bethke, a multi-year volunteer, says "It is the most rewarding experience.
We meet the nicest people and it's a joy to give back to our community."
Tax-Aide is sponsored by the Internal Revenue Service and the AARP Foundation. The program assists low to
moderate income taxpayers with the preparation of their tax returns at no cost to them.
Last year for the first time, we had more than 100 volunteers help with the program. It would be nice to have that
many again this year.
Training begins Jan. 4 at the Silver Lake Mall site. Volunteers train three days a week for two weeks and are asked
to volunteer at sites a regular shift weekly. Many volunteers can't stay away and work multiple shifts.
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Muslims in a Bible Belt town hold their breath
Abigail Hauslohner The Washington Post
MUFREESBORO, Tenn. - It was here, in this midsize college town in the dead center of Tennessee, that a right-wing
effort to ban Islamic law found one of its first sponsors. Here, too, a congressman co-sponsored a plan to "defund
Muslim 'refugees' " and local residents sued to block construction of the only mosque, a fight that ended at the
Supreme Court.
The town's Muslims carried on through all of that, raising their children, saying their prayers, teaching at college,
filling people's prescriptions and filling their tanks, contributing to the civic life in a city of 126,000. They felt the
familiar grief and fear of reprisal last year when a Muslim man killed four Marines in Chattanooga, Tennessee, 90
minutes away.
Now Donald Trump - a man who has repeatedly cast doubt on the patriotism of Muslims - is the president-elect,
and he has selected a national security adviser, retired Lt. Gen. Michael Flynn, who has called Islam a "cancer."
And a deep unease has again seeped into the daily life of many here in this Muslim community of about 1,500.
There has been a smattering of postelection harassment and insults - at schools, in parking lots, on the road - but
nothing to take to the police or put Murfreesboro back in the national headlines.
"Right now, we're hoping that it's going to be calm," said Saleh Sbenaty, an engineering professor at Middle
Tennessee State University and one of the founders of the Islamic Center of Murfreesboro. "But we don't know if it's
the calm before the storm or the calm after the storm."
Murfreesboro is one of the fastest-growing cities in the country and an increasingly diverse one. Muslim and Christian
students go to school and play sports together; their families patronize the same restaurants and stores.
Residents variously describe the town as a proud example of Southern hospitality, a growing "melting pot," a suburb
of "little blue dot" Nashville and the "buckle on the Bible Belt."
Its downtown with the old courthouse and Confederate-soldiers memorial yields to strip malls and chain stores, new
housing developments and old cotton fields, and the university, with its 20,000 undergraduates.
You can drive to the popular shawarma joint for some Arab cuisine, then get back in the car and hear syndicated talkshow host Michael Savage on the radio wondering how many veterans are in jail "for having the guts to kill an Islamofascist."
Among the town's couple hundred places of worship are 59 Baptist churches, including an Arabic Baptist church as
well as Grace Baptist, whose deacon in 2010 greeted the construction of the new mosque next door by erecting 23
huge white crosses on the road.
There are people such as Abdou Kattih, a pharmacist at Walgreens and one of the mosque's founders, and Jason
Bennett, an evangelical advocate for the homeless and a onetime mosque opponent; the two now consider each other
close friends.
There are people such as the self-described "right-wing Southern Baptist," shopping at Bull's-eye Gun, Gear and
Pawn on a recent day, who is certain that Muslims think they have the right "to kill you and take your wife as a sex
slave."
The man declined to give his name, he said, because he employs a number of Muslims in his health-sector company
anyway and did not want them to know what he thinks. He still goes to cookouts and ballgames with them, he said.
On the other hand, said James McCarroll Jr., a pastor at First Baptist Church, "we're seeing more of an acceptance, a
lot of it being spurred by the university having a large community of Muslims."
The day after the election, flowers were left on the mosque's doorstep, and a stranger approached the new imam, an
Egyptian, at the Wal-Mart and welcomed him to town.
Nothing seems to illustrate the complicated attitudes better than Tammy and Ahmed Ragab's family - three
conservative Muslims and three evangelical Christians sharing a house. The couple bought a home with Tammy's
parents five years ago.
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To the Ragabs, Trump is a threat personified. They see him as a man whose policies and rhetoric have emboldened
people to attack and vilify Muslims, including their 12-year-old daughter, who they said was threatened at school the
week after the election.
Tammy's parents and sister voted for him.
In five years of diverging viewpoints and lifestyles - the couples cook separately, watch different news channels and
celebrate different holidays - a simple harmony has prevailed, they said, because they love each other.
Tammy's parents eat pork, go to church and keep "a whole cabinet of Jesus statues" in the house, Tammy said. They
also remind their granddaughter to pray five times a day and help her pick out clothes to match her hijab.
"But at the same time, when it comes to the Trump issues, she'll say, 'Oh, he only said that one time,' " Tammy said
of her mother. "They don't believe he's going to do the things he said." Tammy, who converted to Islam a few years
before meeting Ahmed, an Egyptian immigrant, implores her mother to consider "the things we might face" under
Trump. "And she says, 'Well, that's your choice.' "
Her mother, Linda Harmon, said she knows "a lot of people are scared that Muslims are going to have to register and
get shipped back." But, she added, "even a lot of Muslims want people vetted. ... He's not going to send any back that
aren't causing any trouble, I don't think."
Kattih, the pharmacist, remembers a day a few years back when a customer came in to fill a prescription and said,
"Did you hear those damn Muslims want to build a church in town?"
Kattih, who immigrated as an adult from Syria, told her that he is a Muslim. His skin, like many of the Arab
immigrants in the town, is just as pale as the whites who can trace their American lineage back generations. The
exchange resulted in a moment of shock, a hurried exit and, a week later, an apology.
"I didn't know you were one of them," he remembered her saying the next time she came in. "I just wanted to
apologize. If you need anything, call me."
The incident shaped his outlook, he said: Maybe people just don't know enough about each other.
Last year, Kattih founded Murfreesboro Muslim Youth, a community service group that aims to make Muslims visible
and familiar to people who would not dare visit the mosque.
"What people in America are failing to realize: Most immigrant Muslims lived under dictatorship. Fear is embedded
in their skin. So when they're afraid, they retract," Kattih said. "And I think that's the opposite of what needs to happen.
You need to stretch out your hand to allies. And you'll be surprised what hands reach out back."
A week after the election, the group's members, most in their late teens or early 20s, gathered in the town square and
handed out flowers to strangers. Some people from other faiths joined in. On Thanksgiving, the students cooked 48
meals and gave them to families in need.
When students hosted a meet-a-Muslim event on the university campus earlier this year, "most people came up to us
and said they had never met a Muslim," said Basant Salem, 18, who moved to Murfreesboro five years ago from
Morgantown, West Virginia, when her father became a genetics professor at the university.
"We don't have to change their views," said Basant's sister, Samar, 21, who once brought cookies to mosque
protesters, "but just make them aware that we aren't what they think we are."
What worries and perplexes many Muslims and their friends here is what lies beneath the surface. What impact will
Trump have as president when distrust of Muslims already exists?
Bennett, director of the Murfreesboro Cold Patrol, used to belong to an evangelical church opposed to the mosque,
which protesters and politicians accused of supporting terrorism. Vandals struck the building site three times, at one
point setting construction equipment on fire. Bennett changed his thinking after he met Kattih and other Muslims also
involved in providing social services to those in need.
He said the fear and the false pronouncements - that Muslims worship a different God, are taught to lie, or use mosques
as jihadist training centers - are as pervasive in the town's Sunday sermons and Bible studies as they were five years
ago.
"All that stuff is still there," Bennett said. "When policies start to take effect after January, or start to move, I think
we're going to see some pretty rough times again."
McCarroll, who leads a predominantly black church in Murfreesboro, echoed that concern. "I think we could see
people displaced," he said. "Right now it's just rhetoric, but I think the town is really holding its breath."
Ask locals about the churches that oppose Islam and many point first to the World Outreach Church, the largest
megachurch in town. "We have a duty to investigate anyone under the banner of Islam," the pastor, Allen Jackson,
declared at a hearing on the mosque plan back in 2010.
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The church declined to comment on Jackson's view now, but a man who worships there said the pastor continues to
view Islam through a prism of holy war: "He thinks it's biblical."
The men and women who once sued and protested against the mosque come in to fill prescriptions from Kattih, buy
doughnuts or cigarettes from Essam Mohammed at the Quik Mart, or attend one of Sbenaty's engineering classes.
They trade pleasantries. They're polite. They continue on their way.
Howard Wall puts it like this: "If I have to go the store to get a Coke or something, we talk. I'm nice to them, they're
nice to me." Wall and his wife, Sally, are local developers who were among those who sued to stop the mosque
construction, litigation that was resolved when the U.S. Supreme Court declined to take up the case.
The couple has no plans to take up another fight. They also think it won't be necessary, because Trump will limit the
arrival of more Muslims.
Murfreesboro doesn't need "to have a lot of Muslims," said Sally Wall. "I think they can stay where they are and we
stay where we are."
But there's more tolerance because of the public acrimony over the mosque, said city council member Bill Shacklett.
"I wish some of the things hadn't happened. But the one thing it has done is compel people to open their hearts and
minds to be drawn toward each other ... get out and flesh out your faith with different people," Shacklett said, adding
that both Muslims and Christians have started to do that.
"Maybe that wouldn't have happened if we hadn't had the spotlight put on us for all of that."
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Tweet lands Muslim activist in hot water; Hussam Ayloush apologizes for post
about Russian military jet that crashed en route to Syria.
Joy Resmovits
Prominent Muslim spokesman Hussam Ayloush had pulled over his car to refuel on a trip from Southern California
to visit family in Texas on Christmas Day when he had a thought.
A Russian military passenger jet en route to Syria had crashed in the Black Sea, he had learned earlier that morning,
and after conducting a cursory search on the model he deduced that type of aircraft usually carries soldiers.
He posted a message to Facebook and Twitter, and drove off.
"I'm sad about the crashed Russian military jet. The TU-154 could have carried up to 180 military personnel
instead of just 92!" the tweet read.
From the swift reactions on social media, Ayloush, executive director of the Council on American-Islamic Relations'
Los Angeles chapter, soon realized he had erred: Some called him vicious for wanting more bloodshed in the ongoing
civil war that has killed hundreds of thousands of Syrians, many of them civilians. His Twitter followers criticized
him. Conservatives noted that Ayloush is a Democratic convention delegate. Others called for the death of Muslims.
Still others asked for an explanation.
Ayloush, whose parents are Syrian, didn't know at the time of the tweet, he said, that the plane was carrying several
journalists, a prominent Russian philanthropist and members of a Russian military choir heading to perform at an air
force base. To his followers, it sounded as if he wished death on even more civilians and noncombatants. Ayloush
said he felt "devastated."
Ayloush's response came quickly. He took down the tweet, and posted a long message on Facebook. "I regret that my
anger and emotions over the tragic situation in Syria got the best of me," he wrote. "My tweet was wrong and I
sincerely apologize to those hurt by it, especially the families and loved ones of the innocent people who died in the
crash."
He would never, he continued, "condone/tolerate the death of Russian or any other civilians."
A spokeswoman for CAIR-LA directed inquiries to Ayloush's response on Facebook and noted that no
disciplinary actions had been taken against him.
In an interview, Ayloush explained that before he learned who was on the plane, he assumed that if fewer soldiers
made it to Syria, fewer Syrians would die.
"It's like hearing the day of Pearl Harbor that some imperial Japanese airplanes crashed before reaching Pearl Harbor,"
he said.
After the apology, he said, most people were understanding. Some comments on his Facebook post thanked him for
apologizing; another called him a "scumbag."
It was uncertain whether the contretemps would prove damaging to the reputation and standing of Ayloush, a delegate
to this year's Democratic National Convention as well as a member of the state party's executive board, a group of
about 500.
State Republican and Democratic leaders either said they weren't aware of the tweet, declined to comment or could
not be reached. The Russian Embassy did not return requests for comment. Ayloush said he hadn't gotten a response
from Democratic Party officials.
"For people who will look at it in an objective way, it shouldn't be an issue," said John Esposito, a religion and
international affairs professor at Georgetown University who directs the Bridge Initiative, a research project that
studies public perceptions of Islamophobia. "People who want to go after Muslim groups, who are ultraconservative,
will make an issue out of it."
The blowup comes at a precarious moment for American Muslims, as they await the inauguration of president-elect
Donald Trump, who has said disparaging things about the religion. But people in the community say that one tweet
doesn't make them any more vulnerable.
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"The attacks from the outside are going to continue regardless," said Salam Al Marayati, the executive director of the
Muslim Public Affairs Council. "Trying to address issues like the Syrian crisis on Twitter and Facebook obviously
has its limitations and lends itself to distortions and misinterpretations."
Omar Ricci, a Los Angeles Police Department reserve officer who chairs the Islamic Center of Southern California,
chalked up the fracas to high emotions. "There's a lot of emotion in our community about how innocent people are
getting slaughtered," he said. "You're seeing these more visceral reactions in certain cases."
Ayloush, too, said he was unconcerned that the tweet would affect CAIR's reputation. "People who work with CAIR
and know it wouldn't be swayed by one retracted tweet," he said. "That doesn't happen in real life. That happens in
movies."
--
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Why law enforcement must report hate crimes
Arjun Singh Sethi
Hate is now a part of daily life for many Americans.
In the first 48 hours following the election, the Southern Poverty Law Center documented more than 200 incidents of
hateful harassment, intimidation and assault.
Since then, violence has proliferated. In suburban Pittsburgh, an Indian-American man was hospitalized for facial
cuts and swelling after being insulted and assaulted. A Muslim police officer and her teenage son were reportedly
threatened in New York City. Houses of worship, schools and even libraries have been vandalized.
But although hate violence is intensifying, the government hasn't figured out how to document its insidious reach.
That's because reporting of hate crimes is voluntary, not mandatory. Under the current system, the FBI merely
encourages local law enforcement to report hate crimes to a national database. There is no penalty for failing to report.
This creates gaps in reporting, which significantly undermines the ability of law enforcement, civil society and affected
communities to effectively curb hate violence.
A recent study by the Associated Press, for example, found that roughly 17% of all city and county law
enforcement agencies nationwide didn't submit a single hate crime report from 2009 to 2014. FBI statistics on
hate crime violence are thus grossly under-inclusive, as it defies logic to assume none of those localities
experienced hate-driven violence.
Data from the Department of Justice spanning a nine-year period from 2003 to 2011 suggests that hate violence
in America is 25 to 40 times higher than FBI totals suggest, likely exceeding more than 250,000 incidents a year.
Police officers' lack of knowledge about and contact with certain communities impacted by hate violence compounds
the problem. For instance, although the FBI began asking law enforcement in 2015 to report hate crimes committed
against Sikhs, Arabs, Hindus and other communities, local officials never received detailed federal training about the
beliefs, customs and reasons that these communities are often targeted. Police officers can't accurately report hate
crimes if they don't know who's being attacked and why.
Improved hate crime data would help curb hate violence because many continue to deny its existence and severity.
Stronger data would also allow law enforcement, civil society and vulnerable communities to better target their
outreach. Law enforcement would be better positioned to investigate and respond to acts of hate violence; civil society
could more proactively engage in dialogue and education in areas with rising tensions; and vulnerable neighborhoods
could fashion community policing programs and know-your-rights campaigns to better protect against violence and
intimidation.
Yet even with mandatory reporting and training, gaps would still exist because many communities are afraid to report.
Muslims, Arabs and South Asians in America live under a specter of criminalization and surveillance. Counterterrorism programs and policies -- such as suspicious activity reporting, watchlists, countering violent extremism
initiatives and Justice Department profiling guidelines -- routinely single them out as inherently suspect. Black and
immigrant communities, meanwhile, live under the specter of profiling, mass incarceration and deportation. These
communities often see police as occupiers rather than protectors and think twice before seeking their help.
There are still others who don't report because they're afraid they will be accused of fabrication or face intimidation.
Trolling and cyberbullying, often anonymous, have become major civil rights issues for vulnerable communities.
To improve data collection, states should pass laws requiring local law enforcement to report hate crimes and
proscribe penalties for those who don't. The federal government, meanwhile, should incentivize reporting through a
onetime appropriation to local law enforcement for the sole purpose of improving hate crime reporting, including
education about impacted communities. Narrowly tailored legislative language is critical in order to avoid further
militarizing the police. The lessons of Ferguson and Baltimore must not be forgotten.
Anonymous reporting mechanisms like private and encrypted telephone and email hotlines should also be created so
that victims who fear surveillance and incarceration are more likely to report. This is also important for LGBT victims,
who despite experiencing a high incidence of hate crimes, often don't report for fear of outing themselves to employers,
friends and family, and are often vulnerable to police violence as well. These hotlines should have data retention

250

limits, so that victims are confident in the security of their communications. Legislation forthcoming in the next
Congress touches on the creation of such hotlines.
In addition to improving data collection, the government needs to take more seriously and allocate greater resources
to combating right-wing violent extremism. These groups and their members have been emboldened by last month's
elections and continue to pose the greatest terrorist threat to America. In addition, localities should create emergency
preparedness task forces to more effectively respond to hate violence whenever it occurs. These task forces should be
able to meet the psychological, medical and safety needs of affected communities. Because hate violence terrorizes
entire communities, it requires community-wide interventions to meaningfully mitigate the harm.
Still these measures alone won't solve the scourge of hate violence, which is often a symptom of bias and stigma
fostered by the government and popular society. We must end government policies that criminalize and profile
communities of color.
Criminalization and profiling intensify hate violence because they reinforce narratives of privilege and prejudice.
They also cause impacted communities to recoil and withdraw, making them more likely to be re-criminalized and
targeted by hate violence. We must also push back against those in the media who exclude these communities or
diminish them through discriminatory tropes and caricatures.
Curbing hate violence will undeniably be difficult. There is widespread fear that the incoming Department of Justice
will both de-emphasize enforcement of civil rights laws and intensify programs that criminalize and profile
communities of color. There will also be those ready to scapegoat these communities for financial and political gain.
Reform requires resilience, struggle and better information on our everyday realities. We'll need all three to protect
our communities in the tumultuous years ahead.
Arjun Singh Sethi is a civil rights writer, lawyer and teacher based in Washington, D.C. and teaches courses on
policing, surveillance and counter terrorism. He can reach viaTwitter @arjunsethi81 .
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Muslim registry raises moral questions
THOMAS D. ELIAS
The scene was a festive holiday-season dinner with guests from both Northern and Southern California. But the
discussion grew serious as the question arose of whether President-elect Donald Trump would really try to set up a
national registry of citizen and resident Muslims in America as an anti-terror tactic - which he advocated while running
for office - with no one knowing what might come next.
"If that happens, I would immediately go and register as one," declared one youthful
woman, a non-Islamic mother of two small children.
Days later, more than 600 computer engineers and programmers for California-based high-tech giants like Google
and Twitter said they would refuse to take part in setting up or operating such a database, even if it cost them their
high-paying jobs. This defiant list has now surpassed 2,000.
Trump's staff, however, says he never advocated a registry based on religion, but when asked about it in an
NBC-TV interview in November 2015, he said, "Oh I would certainly implement that. Absolutely."
All this evoked the actions of Danish citizens when German leader Adolf Hitler ordered a roundup of occupied
Denmark's 7,800 Jews on Oct. 1, 1943, in the midst of his World War II campaign to exterminate Europe's 6 million
Jews.
Christian Danes first alerted all Danish Jews to hide, then staged a two-night boatlift taking more than 7,200 Jews
across a narrow strait from Helsingor (Shakespeare's Elsinore), north of Copenhagen, to neutral Sweden. The Danes'
King Christian X became a historic hero by actively encouraging this.
It's uncertain that Trump will order a Muslim registry, although his transition team's chief advisor on
immigration, Kansas Secretary of State Kris Kobach, has said he advised Trump to establish a list of
immigrants and visitors from countries where terrorist organizations are active. Read: refugees and others
from predominantly Islamic places like Syria, Iran, Iraq, Egypt, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Libya, Morocco,
Tunisia, Sudan, Somalia and Algeria.
Some Trump allies cited as a legal precedent for such a registry the roundup and internment of Japanese-American
Nisei in remote, primitive camps just after the Pearl Harbor attack that brought America into World War II. Never
mind that the U.S. government under President Ronald Reagan long ago apologized and paid reparations for those
actions.
Kobach, a longtime anti-illegal immigrant activist, wrote Arizona's 2010 SB 1070, which required police to stop
anyone who looked like an immigrant (read: Latino) and demand documents showing they were authorized to be in
this country. Courts later declared the law unconstitutionally discriminatory.
Any registry or database of the type Trump proposed during his campaign would probably need cooperation from
America's large high-tech companies, most headquartered in this state, just as President George W. Bush's post-9/11
effort to track phone traffic by potential terrorists needed cooperation by the likes of AT&T and Verizon. But the
subject did not arise when more than a dozen mostly-Californian high-tech moguls met with Trump in mid-December.
At first, only California-based Twitter and Facebook took refusal stances on any such Muslim registry. Later, Apple,
Google, IBM, Uber and Microsoft jointed them, possibly prodded by the stances of thousands of their employees.
When TheIntercept.com, a self-described "adversarial journalism" website, asked major tech firms what they would
do about a registry, Microsoft initially said "We're not going to talk about hypotheticals at this point," and provided a
link to a company blog advocating "not just diversity among all the men and women who work here, but inclusive
culture."
What several companies at first did not see, but Twitter and Facebook apparently understood right away, was that if
they said nothing they would be tacitly approving the idea of a religion-based list.
The moral question here is similar to what confronted Danes in 1943, even if the potential consequences for people
resisting a Muslim list or database are far less threatening than the shoot-on-sight tactics carried out by Nazi SS
troopers when they encountered or caught someone defying an occupation regime order.
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The bottom line: Tarring all Muslims as potential terrorists would be a form of discrimination somewhat comparable
to rounding up America's Nisei, especially since the vast majority of Islamic-Americans have absolutely no interest
in or record of promoting anything anti-American.
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Violence, Fear Stalk Rohingya Villagers in Myanmar State
Maaz Hussain
Rohingya Muslim villagers who spoke to a group of visiting reporters in Myanmar's Rakhine state have been
harassed and, in at least one case, murdered. Government and Rohingya advocates are offering conflicting accounts
of who is responsible.
The body of one of the men who spoke to reporters was found headless in a river, while others fled to
neighboring Bangladesh. One woman told VOA by telephone from Bangladesh that she feared for her life after
telling the visiting journalists reporters that she had been raped by soldiers.
The invitation-only media tour, comprising mainly journalists from Myanmar-based publications, marked the first
time reporters had been allowed into the region in Rakhine state since three police posts came under attack on Oct. 9,
leaving nine border guards dead.
Human rights groups accused the Myanmar military of responding with excessive force, and released satellite
photos to support their claims that several Rohingya villages were burned to the ground. Soldiers are also
accused of rapes, killings and other abuses that prompted thousands of Rohingya to flee to Bangladesh.
Myanmar authorities reject the charges.
The reporters, who were escorted by government officials to selected villages last week, were unable to confirm most
of the complaints. At least two women told the reporters that they had been raped.
Reporters for Western media outlets protested at being left out of the tour and suggested the trip had been set up for
"show." Information Ministry spokesman Ye Naing told VOA the trip had been hastily arranged but that the journalists
were given free rein to report whatever they saw and heard.
Reports of retaliation against villagers who spoke to the reporters emerged immediately after the tour. On Dec. 22,
authorities announced the discovery of the body of Dus Mohammad, a 39-year-old volunteer librarian also known as
Shuna Mia. His severed head was found nearby.
Reports said the man had told reporters that more than 1,000 people had fled his village in response to the military
deployment, but that Dus Mohammad had denied many of the allegations against the soldiers.
A posting on the Facebook page of Myanmar's de-facto leader, Aung San Suu Kyi, said Dus Mohammad "told media
that there was no case of arson by the military and police forces, no rape and no unjust arrests." Local media speculated
that he may have been killed by Rohingya militants angered by his denials.
Nurul Islam, the Britain-based chairman of a Rohingya advocacy group, strongly challenged that idea, saying his
Arakan Rohingya National Organization has been told by villagers who were present that Dus Mohammad said
nothing to anger other Rohingya.
He said his group has been told that groups of Rakhines -- members of the Buddhist majority ethnic group in the state
-- have joined the military in attacking Rohingya villages.
"We have strong reasons to believe that the armed Rakhines...carried out this murder," he said in a telephone interview.
Other Rohingya activists told VOA that the discovery of Dus Mohammad's body prompted other villagers who had
criticized the soldiers during the press tour to go into hiding or flee to Bangladesh.
Noor Jahan, a 27-year-old widow, told VOA by telephone that she had received serious threats after telling the visiting
journalists on Dec. 21 that she had been raped. She said she and her 6-year-old daughter crossed into Bangladesh three
days later.
"Five soldiers and Mogh [Buddhist] men had entered my house and they all raped me one by one and I fell
unconscious," Jahan said. "I told the journalists how I had been raped and tortured by the soldiers and the Mogh men.
Many other Rohingyas too reported to the media about rapes, killings and torture by the soldiers."
"After Shuna Mia was found slaughtered and when the soldiers and police launched a search for me, I became sure I
would be killed," Jahan added. "Fearing for my life, I have fled to another country now."
Burmese reporters who participated in the media tour confirmed to VOA that they spoke to Noor Jahan and another
woman, Jamah Leha, who described being dragged into a forest and raped. The reporters, however, said the claims
were inconsistent and they were seeking more confirmation before reporting on the women's complaints.
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The government says it later sent investigators to the village to follow up on the women's stories and take appropriate
action, but that the women had disappeared. Rohingya activists say the women went into hiding because they believed
the officials were going to retaliate against them.
Ko Ko Linn, a Bangladesh-based Rohingya community leader, said in a telephone interview that many Rohingya
villagers held back during the press tour because they did not trust the Burmese reporters.
"They feared if they told the journalists that the soldiers and the Rakhines were the perpetrators of the violence, it
would surely trigger fierce reprisals from them afterward," he said.
Human Rights Watch has estimated that 1,500 buildings have been burned since the Myanmar military deployed to
the area following the attacks on the police posts. The United Nations says 30,000 people have been left homeless and
27,000 have fled to Bangladesh.
The International Crisis Group, an independent foreign affairs monitoring group, said in a report this month that the
attack on the police stations appears to have been the work of an emerging militant group that is "led by a committee
of Rohingya emigres in Saudi Arabia and is commanded on the ground by Rohingya with international training and
experience in modern guerrilla war tactics."
It said the well-funded and well-organized group, which refers to itself as Harakah al-Yaqin (aith Movement, Hay),
arose in response to longstanding discrimination against Muslims in Myanmar and warned that a failure by the military
to distinguish between militants and civilians will only make matters worse.
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What works, and doesn't, to screen visitors
Editorial Board
NO ONE is certain how President-elect Donald Trump intends to stiffen restrictions on immigrants and visitors to the
United States, or what he means by "extreme vetting," though there is little doubt he will try to tighten screening
for many applying from Muslim countries.
What is clear is that beefed-up federal laws, rules, systems, programs and technology have added substantial layers of
scrutiny for virtually every foreigner who has entered the country in recent years. Americans deserve to know that
those entering the country have been screened carefully, but it will be difficult for Mr. Trump to fashion an even more
muscular inspection and monitoring regimen without subjecting visitors and immigrants to outright religious profiling.
The advances in federal capabilities were highlighted last week when the Obama administration officially dismantled
one post-Sept. 11 screening program, which seemed tough when it was enacted, because it had become obsolete. The
program, known as the National Security Entry-Exit Registration System, was in use for nine years before being
suspended in 2011, largely because other, newer systems had proved more effective at tracking and monitoring foreign
travelers before and after they entered the country.
While it was in use, NSEERS entailed registering some 180,000 teenage boys and men from 25 countries, most
of them Muslim - subjecting them to fingerprinting, interrogations and, in some cases, periodic visits from
federal agents. At least 13,000 of them were placed into deportation proceedings after overstaying their visas
or otherwise failing to comply with rules.
The program applied for the most part to law-abiding visitors and residents, and as far as is known, never produced
any terrorist prosecutions. In 2012, the Department of Homeland Security's inspector general, noting it had done little
to enhance public safety while draining government resources, recommended that it be permanently dismantled. Now
it has been, meaning the Trump administration would have to jump through additional hoops to resurrect it, or
something like it.
Doing so may be a waste of effort. Since NSEERS was established, and even more since its demise, other programs
have leapfrogged it. Automated systems now collect and store biographic and biometric data including digitized
fingerprints, iris scans and facial data for most foreigners entering the country, including students. Foreign nationals
from or those who have visited high-risk countries such as Syria, Iraq, Libya and Yemen are ineligible for participation
in the U.S. visa waiver program, meaning they are subject to extra scrutiny when applying to come to the United
States. Government databases are increasingly searchable and better at helping officials spot those who may pose
threats to national security.
Those systems and programs, detailed by Homeland Security in explanation of NSEERS's obsolescence, provide
federal authorities with a range of tools to verify foreigners' identities and monitor their movements. They apply
broadly to visitors, travelers and immigrants. They also comport with constitutional standards and American values.

.
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Romania's President Rejects First Female Candidate for Prime Minister
By KIT GILLET
BUCHAREST, ROMANIA -- President Klaus Iohannis of Romania on Tuesday rejected a candidate for prime
minister put forward by the country's largest political party, a decision likely to increase a rift between the president
and the parliamentary majority.
The Social Democratic Party, the country's largest party, had asked Mr. Iohannis to nominate Sevil Shhaideh, an
economist, for prime minister. Had she had been selected and confirmed, Ms. Shhaideh would have been the first
woman and the first Muslim to hold the office.
Under Romania's Constitution, the president nominates the prime minister and the selection then goes to Parliament
for approval.
''I have carefully weighed the pro and con arguments and I have decided not to accept their proposal,'' Mr. Iohannis
said, adding that he would ask the Social Democratic Party and its parliamentary allies to select a new candidate.
The president did not explain his decision and his office did not reply to requests for a comment.
Mr. Iohannis, who is a former leader of the National Liberal Party, the Social Democrats' main political rival, was
elected president in 2014.
Local news outlets have speculated that the president's decision involved Ms. Shhaideh's husband, Akram Shhaideh,
who is a Syrian businessman. Since the parliamentary majority proposed Ms. Shhaideh for the post last week, some
local outlets have suggested that Mr. Shhaideh is a strong supporter of the government of President Bashar al-Assad
of Syria. Reporters have cited messages of support for Mr. Assad on Mr. Shhaideh's Facebook page.
''She seems to have liabilities linked to her husband and his vocal support for the Assad regime,'' said Paul Ivan, a
Romanian former diplomat who is a senior policy analyst at the European Policy Center in Brussels. ''The prime
minister obviously has access to the highest level of classified information.''
According to Catalin Dumitru, a political consultant, Mr. Shhaideh's strong support for the Assad government could
have caused problems for Romania in its relations with other countries.
Romanian media outlets have also reported, relying on unidentified sources, that Romania's intelligence services
were opposed to Ms. Shhaideh's appointment. Other reports have suggested that her lack of high-level experience may
also have been a factor in the president's decision not to nominate her.
Ms. Shhaideh was a surprise choice by the Social Democratic Party, which won more than 45 percent of the vote in
parliamentary elections on Dec. 11. She served briefly as minister of regional development last year, but is not well
known in Romania. Her selection appears to have been made primarily because of her close relationship with the
Social Democratic Party's leader, Liviu Dragnea.
Mr. Dragnea said he was surprised by Mr. Iohannis's rejection. ''Our opinion is that this man actually wants to trigger
a political crisis in Romania,'' he said at a news conference.
Mr. Dragnea is barred from the position of prime minister because he was convicted in April of election fraud and is
serving a two-year suspended sentence.
Mr. Dragnea indicated that he might seek to exacerbate the political tensions, saying he would consult with other
party members about the possibility of impeaching Mr. Iohannis.
''It's not an easy decision,'' he said. ''If, following this assessment, we conclude that it is good for the country to
suspend the president, I won't have any hesitation.''
The opposition parties supported the president's decision to ask the parliamentary majority to propose someone else
to be prime minister.
''It is the exclusive constitutional attribute of the president to designate the prime minister,'' Alina Gorghiu, the former
co-president of the National Liberal Party, said.
The maneuvering is unlikely to lead to a political crisis, Mr. Ivan, of the European Policy Center, said.
''It is the clear constitutional right of the president to nominate a prime minister,'' he said, adding that Ms. Shhaideh
''is unknown in the country and also doesn't have a power base in the party, so it is difficult to see why the party would
fight for someone who doesn't mean much to them.'
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Concerned Muslim women think twice about the hijab; Uptick in assault,
intimidation cases during election season has many feeling targeted
Yonat Shimron
Dec Women . 3. Physical participate assaults in a self against -defense Muslims class reached at the Muslim 9/11-era
Community levels last Network year, statistics in New show York . on
Melissa Grajek was subjected to all kinds of taunts for wearing the hijab, but an incident at Discovery Lake in San
Marcos, Calif., sealed the deal.
Her 1-year-old son was playing with another boy when an irate father saw her and whisked his son away, telling
Grajek, "I can't wait until Trump is president because he'll send you back to where you came from."
The man then scooped up a handful of wood chips and threw them at Grajek's son.
At that moment, Grajek said, enough was enough. She decided to take off her head covering.
"I had been on the fence regarding hijab, but that incident made it clear my religious choices could be putting
my son at risk," she said.
Grajek's decision to doff the hi-jab follows reports of assaults against Muslim women.
Last week, Ilhan Omar, a newly elected Minneapolis state representative, was leaving the White House, where she
discussed policy initiatives, when a cab driver threatened to yank her hijab while shouting expletives and calling her
"ISIS."
A day earlier, a man pushed a New York City transit worker down a staircase at Grand Central Terminal, yelling,
"You're a terrorist, go back to your own country!"
Two weeks ago in Brooklyn, a man threatened an off-duty police officer with his pit bull, telling her and her son to
"go back to your country."
All three women were wearing hijabs.
Assaults or intimidation of Muslims had been steadily rising well before the election, but they became more common
during the divisive campaign of President-elect Donald Trump, who called for a temporary ban on Muslim immigrants
and proposed a registry for U.S. Muslims.
A Pew Research Center analysis of hate crimes statistics from the FBI shows that the number of physical assaults
against Muslims reached 9/11-era levels last year. The number of anti-Muslim intimidation crimes - defined as
threatening bodily harm - also rose.
Some imams across the country say it's OK to take the hijab off, at least temporarily.
Imam Abdullah Antepli recently asked a group of women at the Islamic Association of Raleigh (N.C.) how many of
them felt unsafe in public.
Dozens of hands shot up.
He told them the extraordinary circumstances under which Muslim Americans live may require extraordinary
measures - including taking off the hijab, at least for a while.
"I'm not trying to be alarmist," said Antepli, the chief representative of Muslim affairs at Duke University. "But the
nation is being sucked into a combustible
mix. We have to think unconventionally."
Antepli's call to remove the hi-jab, which he repeated at a mosque in Cary and in home gatherings of Muslims in
Raleigh and Chapel Hill, is rare but not unheard of.
In Texas, Imam Omar Suleiman, president of the Yaqeen Institute for Islamic Research and resident scholar at the
Valley Ranch Islamic Center in Irving, said women's fears should be taken seriously.
"It's important to give our women support and validate the fear they're feeling," Suleiman said. "Fear isn't quantifiable;
it's to the person's own experience."
Though Suleiman doesn't foresee a blanket call to abandon the head scarf, he advises women to consider practical
measures, such as wearing a hoodie instead of a hijab if they feel like they may be in danger.
For many Muslim women, the head covering is a quintessential mark of their identity - much as the kippa or yarmulke
is a customary requirement for Orthodox and some Conservative Jewish men.
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Though often understood as a symbol of modesty and privacy, the hijab is much more for those Muslim women who
choose to wear it.
They view it alternately as a sign of religious devotion, discipline, freedom from Western expectations or simply a
way to be in a continuous state of prayer.
Many Muslim women would never think of giving it up, even if it means being targeted.
"This is a difficult time," acknowledged Khalilah Sabra, a Raleigh Muslim activist who works for the Muslim
American Society's Immigrant Justice Center. Last month, a man spit in her face as she descended the stairs of the
Garfield, N.J., Municipal Court, where she was testifying in a domestic violence dispute. "I had to pause and decide
do I fight or let it go?"
Sabra decided to buck up and carry on. "We have to stand up for our religious rights and encourage women to stand
their ground," she said.
Others are taking security measures. On Nov. 9, when New York's Muslim Community Network posted a notice on
Facebook about a self-defense workshop, leaders expected 50 or 60 women would respond. Within hours, 2,700
women had signed up. Some Muslim women buy pepper spray, take firearms training or apply for concealed-carry
permits.
And quietly, some Muslim women are uncovering their hair.
"One of the reasons women are encouraged to dress modestly is for their protection," said Engy Abdelkader, senior
fellow and adjunct professor at Georgetown University's Walsh School of Foreign Service. "Once that purpose is no
longer served, there's an argument that it becomes a matter of necessity to remove it.
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'Well done is better than well said': A church readerboard year
Kirby NeumannRea
Only a handful of churches have changeable roadside signs, and some, including River of Life Assembly and Truth
Tabernacle, rarely change the ones they have.
Some do on a weekly or every-other-week basis, with a mix of pulpit-banging ("Vengeance is Mine, I will repay says
the Lord"), humor ("A word of advice: don't give any), and what might be termed general philosophy ("The distance
between more and enough never grows closer").
In July Belmont Drive Baptist Church Pastor Mike Harrington drew protests, including some on the road in front of
the church, for the message that, to paraphrase, stated that Islam is the virus and Jesus is the cure.
At about the same time, the folks at Seventh Day Adventist had this to say: "Kind words are like honey: enjoyable
and healthy, Prov. 16:24."
But a readerboard message with a politically and culturally challenging tone was certainly the exception among all
readerboard signs, and that Belmont Baptist message might be juxtaposed with the same church's words in February,
quoting Colossians about minds like concrete -- it's the first one listed.
From homily to occasional hellfire, the message boards from 2016:
Belmont Drive Missionary Baptist Church
Some minds are like concrete thoroughly mixed up and permanently set -- Col. 3:2 (February)
Don't Let Truth Offend You/Let it Change You
Other side: Warning
(September)
We are praying for our country/Will you join us?
(November)
Cascade Locks Bible Fellowship
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, John 4:36;
Other side: Welcome
I sought the Lord and he answered me
Jesus is love, Jesus is alive, Jesus saves
Cascade Locks Community Church
May your journey be a safe and blessed one.
Church of Christ
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, Col. 3:15
Vengeance is Mine, I will repay says the Lord
No one comes to the Father except through me. -- John 14:6
A new command I give you: "Love one another," Book of John
There shall be one flock and one shepherd. John 10:38
Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God -- John 14:1
Jesus said, "Take care of my sheep." John 16:21
Seventh Day Adventist
An apology is the best way to have the last word.
Everyone smiles in the same language.
A word of advice: don't give any.
Heavenly forecast. God will reign forever.
Love doesn't keep score.
The password to eternity is Jesus.
Practice random acts of kindness.
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
Count Your Blessings
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(Other side): Rejoice the Lord is With You
Kind words are like honey: enjoyable and healthy -- Prov. 16;24
Jesus is a friend to sinners.
Jesus Saves
Pine Grove Odell United Methodist Church
Guess What? He still loves you
Riverside Community Church
"Ain't Heaven A Lot Like Dixie?" (think Hank Williams)
"Hold on to the vision" (Nov. 13)
Tucker Road Baptist Church
You can believe in God Now or Later. Now is better.
Just another week. It's always going to be another week without Jesus in your life.
Try the lamb (other side)
If you are tired of the Donkey and the Elephant (other side)
On the cross Jesus paid the ultimate price, to pay for all of your sins
God's Garden:
Lettuce Be Kind
Squash gossip
Turnip for church
Church shopping? We are open on Sunday
Crack your bible, get high on Jesus
Parkdale Church of the Nazarene
We can endure anything if we depend on God for everything
New Beginnings Church, White Salmon
Well done is better than well said.
The distance between more and enough never grows closer.
Wy'east Community Church
"We're back!" (October)
"We don't change the message. The message changes us."
Merry Christ-Mas
OTHER reader boards
Little Bit Ranch Supply:
"A bird is a bird. A cat is a cat. A dog is a person."
River's Edge Towing:
You and your car broke/financing available.
"We repair what your husband fixed." Enjoy the dog days with us.
Buster Bear, State and 9th
"Be a fountain, not a drain" -- February
"Pray. Vote. Pray More" -- November
WAAAM
Weather or not, we're open
Good News Gardening
"Vote" -- November
Make it Christmas every day
Charburger
"We're happy to see you"
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Muslims in a Bible Belt town hold their breath after Trump's election
Abigail Hauslohner
HIGHLIGHT: Michael Noble Jr. / Washington Post From left, Annan Chamdin, Brian Mumpower, Hiba Kattih and
Stephanie Mumpower prepare for a Thanksgiving Day Muslim youth event. The family service group is trying to
raise Muslim visibility in Murfreesboro, Tenn. Associated Press file The Islamic Center of Murfreesboro was
constructed five years ago despite protest from the community.
MURFREESBORO, Tenn. - It was here, in this midsize college town in the dead center of Tennessee, that a rightwing effort to ban Islamic law found one of its first sponsors. Here, too, a congressman co-sponsored a plan to
"defund Muslim 'refugees' " and local residents sued to block construction of the only mosque, a fight that ended at
the Supreme Court. The town's Muslims carried on through all of that, raising their children, saying their prayers,
teaching at college, filling people's prescriptions and filling their tanks, contributing to the civic life in a city of
126,000. They felt the familiar grief and fear of reprisal last year when a Muslim man killed four Marines in
Chattanooga, 90 minutes away.
Now Donald Trump - a man who has repeatedly cast doubt on the patriotism of Muslims - is the president-elect,
and he has selected a national security adviser, retired Lt. Gen. Michael Flynn, who has called Islam a "cancer."
And a deep unease has again seeped into the daily life of many here in this Muslim community of about 1,500. There
has been a smattering of post-election harassment and insults - at schools, in parking lots, on the road - but
nothing to take to the police or put Murfreesboro back in the national headlines. "Right now, we're hoping that it's
going to be calm," said Saleh Sbenaty, an engineering professor at Middle Tennessee State University and one of the
founders of the Islamic Center of Murfreesboro. "But we don't know if it's the calm before the storm or the calm
after the storm." 'Melting pot' Murfreesboro is one of the fastest-growing cities in the country and an increasingly
diverse one. Muslim and Christian students go to school and play sports together; their families patronize the same
restaurants and stores. Residents variously describe the town as a proud example of Southern hospitality, a growing
"melting pot," a suburb of "little blue dot" Nashville and the "buckle on the Bible Belt." Its downtown with the old
courthouse and Confederate-soldiers memorial yields to strip malls and chain stores, new housing developments and
old cotton fields, and the university, with its 20,000 undergraduates. You can drive to the popular shawarma joint for
some Arab cuisine, then get back in the car and hear syndicated talk-show host Michael Savage on the radio wondering
how many veterans are in jail "for having the guts to kill an Islamo-fascist." Among the town's couple of hundred
places of worship are 59 Baptist churches, including an Arabic Baptist church as well as Grace Baptist, whose deacon
in 2010 greeted the construction of the new mosque next door by erecting 23 huge white crosses on the road. There
are people such as Abdou Kattih, a pharmacist at Walgreens and one of the mosque's founders, and Jason Bennett, an
evangelical advocate for the homeless and a onetime mosque opponent; the two now consider each other close friends.
There are people such as the self-described "right-wing Southern Baptist," shopping at Bullseye Gun, Gear and Pawn
on a recent day, who is certain that Muslims think they have the right "to kill you and take your wife as a sex slave."
The man declined to give his name, he said, because he employs a number of Muslims in his health-sector company
anyway and did not want them to know what he thinks. He still goes to cookouts and ballgames with them, he said.
On the other hand, said James McCarroll Jr., a pastor at First Baptist Church, "we're seeing more of an acceptance, a
lot of it being spurred by the university having a large community of Muslims." The day after the election, flowers
were left on the mosque's doorstep, and a stranger approached the new imam, an Egyptian, at the Walmart and
welcomed him to town. Lesson to remember Kattih, the pharmacist, remembers a day a few years back when a
customer came in to fill a prescription and said, "Did you hear those damn Muslims want to build a church in town?"
Kattih, who immigrated as an adult from Syria, told her that he is a Muslim. His skin, like many of the Arab immigrants
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in the town, is just as pale as the whites who can trace their American lineage back generations. The exchange resulted
in a moment of shock, a hurried exit and, a week later, an apology. "I didn't know you were one of them," he
remembered her saying the next time she came in. "I just wanted to apologize. If you need anything, call me." The
incident shaped his outlook, he said: Maybe people just don't know enough about each other. Last year, Kattih founded
Murfreesboro Muslim Youth, a community service group that aims to make Muslims visible and familiar to people
who would not dare visit the mosque. "What people in America are failing to realize: Most immigrant Muslims lived
under dictatorship
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HAIL DON AND RECON Ray backs snooping on Muslims Urges national
program, lauds Trump vetting
BY REUVEN BLAU and STEPHEN REX BROWN NEW YORK DAILY NEWS With Denis Slattery
THE CITY'S former top cop said Sunday that the U.S. should more thoroughly vet immigrants, reflecting
President-elect Donald Trump's calls for more scrutiny of people entering the country from predominantly
Muslim countries.
Raymond Kelly addressed the need for more "vetting" after John Catsimatidis mentioned the Syrian refugee crisis on
his AM 970 morning radio show.
"We need deeper vetting," Kelly said. "It's absolutely necessary . . . Certainly I think the public wants a higher degree
of comfort as to who's coming in at this time, and I think we are going to have to devote additional resources to
examining the backgrounds of individuals coming in, where they live, who their relatives are."
Trump proposed "a total and complete shutdown of Muslims entering the U.S." in December 2015. He has at times
sought to soften the ban into "extreme vetting" of people from countries linked to terrorism. Also in the interview,
Kelly said the NYPD's demographics unit surveillance program was misunderstood and unfairly criticized.
That disapproval came from federal courts, civil libertarians and Kelly's successor at the NYPD, Bill Bratton. The
program has been disbanded.
"I think we had a very effective program," Kelly said of the covert effort.
"We wanted to find out more granular information about who lives in New York City, the most diverse city in the
world. Its purpose was . . . to gather information about the citizens and the neighborhoods, to determine where people
might go who came to New York, came to our city, to do us harm."
Kelly's defense of the demographics unit came in response to an Op-Ed published in The New York Times in which
British journalist Mehdi Hasan called the unit a "historic injustice."
Rep. Pete King this month urged Trump to monitor Muslims on a national level, and he cited the NYPD's
surveillance program as a model.
"We can't worry about political correctness," King (R-L.I.) told reporters in Trump Tower on Dec. 15.
Albert Cahn, the director of strategic litigation for the New York chapter of the Council on American-Islamic
Relations, vowed to fight any effort to institute a national surveillance program.
"There's nothing more antithetical to our values than to make religious intolerance the cornerstone of our
counterterrorism policy," Cahn said."Mr. Kelly is wrong." Kelly took particular exception to descriptions of the
demographics unit program as "secretive." "It's a perfectly legal function of government," he said.
Kelly also said criticism that the program did not generate any leads was misplaced.
The NYPD's surveillance program was a secret until 2011, when The Associated Press revealed it in a series of articles.
The NYPD's monitoring of Muslim communities even extended into New Jersey. The AP revealed that cops
penetrated Muslim communities, eavesdropped on conversations and built detailed files on people's eating, praying
and shopping habits. In October, Brooklyn Federal Judge Charles Haight rejected a class-action settlement with the
city stemming from the surveillance. The judge wrote the settlement did not provide enough oversight of the NYPD,
which had shown a "systemic inclination" to violate law protecting freedom of speech and religion.
The 3rd Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals wrote last year that the surveillance of the Muslim community evoked earlier
injustices like the government's treatment of "Jewish Americans during the Red Scare, African-Americans during the
civil rights movement, and Japanese-Americans during World War II."
Former Police Commissioner Bratton also slammed the program this year.
"There was not one actionable piece of intelligence that came out of that unit," he said.
Michael Ward, the special agent in charge of the FBI's Newark office, criticized the program in 2012, saying it
alienated Muslim communities from law enforcement seeking collaboration.
But Kelly said on the radio show that the program's goal was misunderstood.
Such surveillance would have proven useful if it were in place in Berlin following last Monday's truck attack that
killed 12 people.
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Fear of Muslims grips N.C. town
SABRINA TAVERNISE New York Times Service
HENDERSONVILLE, N.C. -- Jeff Miller, a dry cleaner owner who serves on the City Council in Hendersonville,
North Carolina, was driving his green truck late Monday afternoon when news of the Christmas market attack in
Berlin came on the radio.
"I thought, here we go again," he said. "So sad."
But there was also something new.
"This world's dangerous right now, and I don't think we are nearly where we need to be with border security," he
said. "I believe Donald Trump wants to do it right."
As Trump prepares to assume the presidency next month, one of the biggest issues he will face is immigration. His
incendiary statements prompted some of the most enduring images of the campaign, with chants like "build the wall"
and calls for deportations and bans on Muslims.
In Henderson County, an upper-middle-class patch of western North Carolina where solid suburban homes stand
next to hilly apple orchards, Trump's tone did not appeal, but the underlying message hit home. Immigration looms
large: Hispanics make up about 10 percent of the population.
But they are a familiar part of the landscape. They are Christians. They have been a big part of the community
for decades. Muslims, however, are none of those things. Most of what people know comes in the form of the
daily drip of news into their iPads, and that does not leave a good impression. So the part of the immigration
message that really resonates is about Muslims from the Middle East.
"It's a little different than any time in history, when we are seeing this level of terrorism sweeping the world, and that
has gotten people's attention," said Bill Campbell, pastor at Hendersonville Presbyterian Church. "Terrorism is
an ideology, it's not a religion, but the religion that tends to give birth to it most often these days is Islam. The
threat from that is very real, and we can't just ignore it."
And while Trump has bounced around on the topic since Election Day -- on Wednesday his spokesman indicated
that suspending immigration from countries with a lot of terror attacks was still part of his plan -- many moderate
voters say they are hopeful about where he will eventually land.
"I'm telling you, he's going to surprise people, he's going to make people mad on both sides," said Greg Mathis,
senior pastor at the Mud Creek Baptist Church in Hendersonville. "Sometimes he's too blunt, maybe a little too raw.
But securing our borders has been a long time coming, and Donald Trump was the first one in a long time to say it.
I think that's what registered with so many people in this country."
U.S. Muslim organizations say that singling out Muslims amounts to racial profiling, and that Trump has deliberately
stirred the pot, promoting theories about Muslims that simply are not true. They say that violence comes from
ideological zealots, not from Islam. They say that the United States already does extremely vigorous vetting of
immigrants and that some recent attacks that cited the Islamic State were carried out by Muslims who were born in
the United States.
"We've never said that people don't have real fears about international or domestic incidents and national security,"
said Ibrahim Hooper, a spokesman for the Council on American-Islamic Relations in Washington. "But you want to
take actions that are actually based on reality, not on wild conspiracy theories of Muslims about to overthrow the
Constitution, or institute Shariah law."
This summer, when word got out that some members of a local church were talking about resettling Syrian refugees,
many people objected. Miller was among them.
worries run deep
The reluctance was not about lack of compassion. Local people, including his business, generously fund a wellequipped Boys and Girls Club. The Bounty of Bethlehem program draws hundreds of volunteers and donations for
Christmas gifts and dinners for the needy every year.
But worries about migrants from the Middle East run deep.
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"Let's take care of our own before we expand to a group there's so much uncertainty about," said Miller, 62, a cofounder of a nonprofit for veterans. For example, there are many homeless veterans in the county who need care, he
said.
"Some people believe they can wrap their arms around anyone and make them their friend," he said. "But they could
stab you in the back."
Khalid Bashir, president of the Islamic Center of Asheville, in the nearby county of Buncombe, said Muslim
Americans were no different from any other Americans in wanting to keep terrorists out of the United States. He
estimated that there were 75-100 Muslim families in western North Carolina and that probably 20 of them lived in
Henderson County. He knows one in which the mother is a nurse, the father a car dealer, and their daughter is in
college.
"Generally speaking, the stand for the Muslims is that nobody wants to have borders which are porous, including
Muslim people," Bashir said. "But making blanket statements about whole groups of people, whole religious groups,
that's what people are against."
Hooper said that many Americans had a distorted view of even the most basic facts about Muslims, one that often
exaggerates their influence. He cited a recent study that found that on average Americans guess that Muslims are 17
percent of the population, when the real number is 1 or 2 percent. And unlike in some places in Europe, in the United
States Muslims are well integrated into society.
He said anti-Muslim incidents had spiked since the election. He got a call recently from a man who was disparaging
Islam. When he asked if the man was threatening him, the man replied: "I don't have to. My president will take care
of you for me."
Many people interviewed in Henderson County said that it was wrong to target all Muslims and that making policy
would be hard -- more brain surgery than ditch digging.
"We do have to be careful about this," Campbell said. "This is complex. We don't want to alienate people who come
from the Middle East."
Jibril Hough, a Muslim activist in Charlotte, North Carolina, said some of the post-9/11 policies would probably be
reinstated, but he was skeptical that Trump's more radical propositions would happen.
"I think it's going to be tougher, but I don't think it's going to be as extreme as it's being played right now," he said.
For Miller, the key will be whom Trump chooses for his team -- and if he listens. Some of the appointments worry
him. He wishes Trump would stop posting to Twitter. Still, he wants people to give Trump a chance.
"I wish we could all set it aside right now and let the man see what he can do," he said.
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German chancellor calls for ban on veils; Merkel appears to be girding for
next year's election amid rising anti-migrant fervor.
LAURA KING
German Chancellor Angela Merkel has said she knows her push for a fourth term in office will be her toughest
campaign yet.
On Tuesday, in a distinct nod to voter angst over an enormous influx of mainly Muslim migrants, the 62-yearold leader for the first time endorsed legal restrictions on face-covering veils in public.
"Here, we show our faces, so full veiling is not appropriate," the chancellor declared in a policy speech to a party
congress in Essen, Germany, that was greeted with sustained applause.
Merkel said bans on coverings such as the burqa and niqab should be enacted "wherever it is legally possible"
--measures that would probably include venues such as courtrooms, public schools and universities, together
with occasions such as traffic stops and police checks.
It's not a complete about-face for the German leader, who has suggested that full facial coverings, worn by some
observant Muslim women, are not compatible with German cultural norms.
But her stated willingness to support legal bans was a highly symbolic moment, representing perhaps her most explicit
acknowledgment to date that allowing entry of hundreds of thousands of asylum seekers over the last two years had
opened deep fault lines within German society.
Merkel's comments brought her more in line with growing sentiment elsewhere in Europe where mainstream leaders
have been facing a populist challenge that is often colored by anti-migrant sentiment.
Garments associated with observant Islam have been a cultural flashpoint in places such as France, where a "burkini"
controversy erupted over the summer when a string of municipalities moved to prohibit full-body swimwear, with
some defying a court ruling against the bans.
In France, debate about national identity and cultural assimilation was galvanized by a series of large-scale terrorist
attacks has been largely unscathed by such jihadist strikes, but Merkel's once-unassailable popularity fell significantly
amid the migration crisis, providing a political opening for the far-right Alternative for Germany party, which is
considered likely to gain a parliamentary foothold next year.
As recently as late summer, Merkel was still voicing the watchwords first associated with the enormous migrant flood
of 2015: "We will manage." She has since dropped that catchphrase from her political lexicon and promised -- as she
did again Tuesday when speaking to the gathering of her Christian Democratic Union -- that there would be no repeat
of such a large-scale influx.
Merkel's decision last month to seek another term -- coming after Donald Trump's presidential election victory and
Britain's June vote to exit the European Union -- has prompted some to cast her as the principal remaining champion
of liberal democratic values.
She demurs in taking that role but presents herself as a source of stability amid an increasingly volatile political
landscape -- a world, she said in her speech, that many now see as being "in disarray."
Merkel also made an unusually frank reference to Trump, on whom she had refrained from commenting while he was
in the midst of the presidential campaign -- acknowledging that change probably lay ahead for a long-standing global
order. Trump has questioned the main founding principle of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, suggesting during
the campaign that some member states might not be militarily defended.
"We are faced with a world, especially after the U.S. election, that needs to reorder itself, with regard to NATO and
the relationship with Russia," she said.
If Germany moves ahead with restrictions on public wearing of veils, it will join France, which for years has had the
most comprehensive ban in Europe, and Belgium, with the Netherlands weighing similar measures.
Restrictions on full-face veils, though worn by few Muslim women in the West, are often defended on security
grounds, because a wearer's identity cannot be easily ascertained. Such prohibitions sometimes include other types of
headgear, such as ski masks.

267

Merkel, though, did not shy away from placing face coverings in a religious context and characterizing them
as an impediment to assimilation.
"Our law takes precedence over honor codes, tribal or family rules and over sharia law," she said. "That has
to be spelled out clearly."
Merkel's gesture comes as centrist parties like hers in neighboring countries are gearing up for tough election fights.
Like Germany, France and the Netherlands will hold elections next year, and far-right parties in all three countries
have seen an increase in popularity.
The weekend defeat in Austria of a presidential contender from a far-right party whose founders had Nazi roots
brought a sigh of relief in many quarters, but commentators pointed out that Norbert Hofer's loss was relatively narrow,
with the final tally likely to separate him from victor Alexander Van der Bellen, a former leader of the center-left
Green Party, by about 5 or 6 percentage points.
As expected, Christian Democratic delegates overwhelmingly voted to reelect Merkel as party leader, but by a smaller
margin than the last leadership vote, which was nearly unanimous. If her party prevails in next fall's parliamentary
voting and she serves out a fourth four-year term, she would become only the third postwar German chancellor to do
so.
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Vast spying powers at Trump's disposal
ELIZABETH GOITEIN
President-elect Donald Trump is about to inherit the most powerful surveillance apparatus in history.
Combining unprecedented technological capabilities with a lax legal regime, his spying powers dwarf anything
the notorious FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover could have fathomed.
Many privacy and civil rights advocates worry Trump will seek to expand these powers further in order to spy
on Muslim Americans, activists and political opponents. The truth is, he won't have to. Because of our country's
rush to strip civil liberty protections from surveillance laws after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, Trump will already
have all the powers he needs and more.
How did we get here? The laws that until recently safeguarded Americans from sweeping government intrusion were
established in the 1970s, after a special Senate investigation revealed widespread abuses of intelligence-gathering.
Almost every president dating to Franklin D. Roosevelt had a version of Richard Nixon's infamous "enemies list,"
resulting in wiretaps of congressional staffers, executive officials, lobbyists, law firms and reporters. Between 1956
and 1971, under the program dubbed COINTELPRO (short for "counterintelligence program"), the FBI routinely
spied on antiwar protesters and civil rights organizations. The bureau targeted Martin Luther King Jr. with particular
ferocity, bugging his hotel rooms and using the resulting evidence of infidelity to try to induce him to commit suicide.
To stem the abuses, the government implemented laws and regulations that shared a common principle: Law
enforcement and intelligence agencies could not collect information on an American unless there was reason to suspect
that person of wrongdoing. In some cases, this meant showing probable cause and obtaining a warrant, but even when
no warrant was required, spying without any indication of criminal activity was forbidden.
The thinking was that if officials had to cite objective indications of misconduct, they wouldn't be able to use racial
bias, political grudges or other improper motives as a reason to spy on people. This logic was borne out, as government
surveillance abuses went from being routine to being the occasional scandalous exception.
Then came Sept. 11. As swiftly as the principle had been established, it was rooted out. In 2002, the FBI abolished a
rule barring agents from monitoring political or religious gatherings without suspicion of criminal activity. A 2007
law allowed the National Security Agency to collect calls and emails between Americans and foreign "targets" with
no warrant or demonstration of wrongdoing by the American or the foreigner. Revisions to Justice Department
guidelines in 2008 created a category of FBI investigation requiring no "factual predicate" -- meaning no cause for
suspicion. The list of erosions goes on.
The instinct to remove any restrictions on surveillance when facing a national security threat is understandable, but
misguided. Dragnet surveillance does not make us safer. The massive amount of useless data collected today only
obscures the real threats buried within. Even the 9/11 Commission, which issued dozens of recommendations to
improve national security, did not propose surveillance without suspicion.
When privacy advocates and civil libertarians pushed Congress to restore protections, Obama administration officials
said it was unnecessary because no abuse had been shown. Despite evidence that law enforcement was monitoring the
Occupy and Black Lives Matter movements, lawmakers and much of the public accepted the government's claim and
continued to trust it with broad surveillance powers. Warnings that future administrations might be less trustworthy
went unheeded.
Those warnings now seem prescient. Trump has specifically called for more surveillance of American Muslim
communities. His pick for national security advisor, Michael Flynn, has described Islam as a "cancer," while
his nominee for attorney general, Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-Ala.), has called the NAACP "un-American." As a
possible secretary of Homeland Security, Trump has floated Milwaukee Sheriff David Clarke, who compared
Black Lives Matter to the Islamic State group and described peaceful protests against Trump as "temper
tantrums" that should be "quelled." Trump's tendency to hold grudges is legendary: Referring to Republicans
who did not support his candidacy, a Trump surrogate stated, "Trump has a long memory and we're keeping
a list."
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In short, there is every reason to fear that Trump and his administration will target people for surveillance based on
religion, political activism and personal vendettas.
Having gutted legal protections against such abuses, are we powerless to stop them? No, but it will require vigilance
and action from many quarters. Independent oversight entities, including inspectors general and congressional
committees, must aggressively investigate how Trump uses his powers. The federal courts must shed their historical
reluctance to hear lawsuits challenging government surveillance. All of us must fiercely defend journalists and whistleblowers who expose surveillance overreach.
Most important: When surveillance legislation comes before Congress -- as it will in late 2017, when a key surveillance
law is set to expire -- lawmakers should shore up protections, not further erode them. They have bipartisan incentive.
After all, politicians from both parties may be on Trump's enemies list, too.
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A Call For Unity Amid Anxiety
BETSY ABRAHAM
Houses of worship from denominations across Long Island are addressing the election of Donald Trump with a call
for unity.
The Southern Poverty Law Center reported more than 700 incidents against immigrants, African Americans,
Jews, Muslims and women in the week following Election Day, as well as approximately 30 anti-Trump
incidents.
Nearly 40 percent of the incidents occurred in educational (K-12 schools and university/college) settings, with about
55 occurrences being reported in New York. Swastikas were found on the walls of a bathroom in Paul D. Schreiber
High School in Port Washington and a theater storage room at Northport High School and fliers promoting the Klu
Klux Klan (KKK) were found on parked cars in Patchogue.
Alan Z. Fromm, president of Young Israel of Plainview, said that any physical and verbal harassment, vandalism and
graffiti targeting religious groups is troubling and disturbing. "We at the Young Israel of Plainview feel particularly
fortunate to have the Nassau County Police Department and the Town of Oyster Bay as partners in our work to reduce
hate crimes and increase public awareness of the impact of these hate crimes," said Fromm.
"The Young Israel of Plainview will be reaching out to all of the religious organizations in Plainview to join together
in raising awareness of politically-and religiously-motivated violence and help people stay safe in these troubling
times." Dr. Faroque Khan, a member of the Islamic Center of Long Island (ICLI) board of trustees and one of
the mosque's founders, said since the election, the Muslim community has expressed a lot of anxiety and
apprehension. During a recent hour-long forum at the mosque, parents and children expressed their concerns
and fears "It's just about the only conversation that's going on now," Khan said. "There's a lot of anxiety, a
lot of angst." The last time this type of feeling dominated the community was during 9/11, said Khan. The
anxiety and fear reverberates through all age groups, but Khan said women and children are the ones who are
most affected by the harassment. "The kids watch TV, they hear stories, bullying is going on," Khan said.
"And you hear about women on the train who are getting bullied and shouted at. It's typically women who
wear the hijab that are bearing the brunt of it."
Immigrant children are also feeling the strain. With Trump promising to deport 3 million immigrants, the future is
uncertain for those who are illegal, have undocumented family or are under President Barack Obama's Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program, which gives children born in the United States to undocumented parents
temporary protection to work and obtain a driver's license.
"Children are the hardest hit. They are extremely anxious," said Maryann Slutsky, executive director of Long
Island Wins, a nonprofit organization that provides online resources to educate people on immigration policy
and their rights. "If you're a little kid and your parents are undocumented, what happens to you?"
In the midst of the tension, there have also been moments of unity. Across the country, Americans are standing
together to denounce acts of violence. When vandals defaced a park in Brooklyn with swastikas and graffiti, it was
quickly painted over and replaced with paper hearts and flowers. Church members came together in Maryland to paper
over a sign promoting a Spanish-language service that was defaced with "Trump Nation: Whites Only," with a sign
that said "Love Wins." At the University of Michigan, 200 non-Muslim students stood guard around the Muslim
Student Association as they held a prayer. Law enforcement agencies and government officials have denounced the
harassment and violence, with the New York State District Attorneys League of Immigrant Affairs
reassuring immigrants that they have "the same rights under New York State Law as any other person, no matter what
your immigrant status may be." Governor Andrew Cuomo has also launched a toll-free hotline (1-888-392-3644)
where people can report incidents of bias and discrimination, and file a complaint with the Division of Human Rights.
"Demonizing our differences injects a social poison into the fabric of our nation. Especially this country, because this
is a nation built on differences," Cuomo said in a speech in Harlem last week, where he called for unity in the fight
for tolerance. "The separation is a poison and it has to stop and it has to stop now and New York is going to lead the
way in showing the way for positive growth. We remember what made this nation the greatest nation on this earth.
We are going to keep that dream alive and we are going to fight to keep that dream alive and work to make it a reality
for all of us."
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Baloney in politics works nowadays
DANNY WESTNEAT
The election is long over, but today I want to revisit an episode from the campaigns because I think it speaks volumes
to how politics is going to play out in the immediate future.
It was about a year ago that state Rep. Jay Rodne, R-Snoqualmie, took to the web to denounce Muslims as
"barbarians" and generally freak out about what he claimed were plans by President Obama to "import 1.5
million Muslims into the U.S."
"This is absolute madness! Islam is incompatible with western civilization!" Rodne wrote on Facebook. "In the
interim, Amicans [sic], arm yourselves!!!!!"
This seemed ill-advised at the time. The opinions were offensive; the facts were wrong. Rodne was roundly factchecked by the media and filleted by political opponents.
It's worth recalling, now that the election has crowned winners and losers, that the stated source for Rodne's fearful
claims was an article in Breitbart News. Yes, that Breitbart, the one led by Donald Trump's campaign manager,
Stephen Bannon.
And if you drill a little deeper, the primary source for that Breitbart article was Sen. Jeff Sessions of Alabama. Yes,
that Sessions, tapped by Trump to be the new U.S. attorney general.
Rodne got some fundamental details wrong. The Breitbart article paraphrased Sessions as saying the "U.S. has
resettled about 1.5 million immigrants from Muslim nations" since September 11, 2001. So the immigration had
already happened, and over a 15-year period.
But the article, and the Sessions news release it was based on, were both misleading. The topic of both was the
controversial refugee program. Yet most of the figures used were not about that program.
The vast majority of those 1.5 million immigrants cited by Sessions were not refugees. They were folks who came to
the country by the usual "green card" immigration pathways. That means that most had either a spouse or parent who
is a U.S. citizen (about 65 percent of the yearly total), or they're professionals, many highly degreed and recruited by
American companies (15 percent.)
This context was not mentioned (probably because it doesn't fit the "barbarian invasion" narrative.) Nor did the article
note that 90 percent of all green-card immigrants are not Muslim anyway. More are Christian (60 percent), Buddhist
or Hindu (15 percent), or nonbelievers (15 percent.)
Rodne did meet with some Muslim families in Snoqualmie six weeks later, but he never corrected the false statements.
As Seattle Times reporter Joseph O'Sullivan reported in a "Truth Needle" feature that found Rodne's claims to be
false, immigration experts had "no idea of what Rep Rodne is referring to."
But check out who won and who lost in the end. The original misleader (Sessions) will be the new attorney general.
The megaphone (Bannon, Breitbart) is the new White House senior adviser. And the regurgitator (Rodne) just won
re-election in the Eastside's 5th Legislative District.
"There is a huge echo chamber of anti-Muslim misinformation ricocheting around the internet," says Arsalan
Bukhari, head of the local chapter of the Council on American-Islam Relations, who tried to call attention to
this one at the time. "It's so difficult to even keep up with it."
It isn't confined to immigration. Recently we've had the proposed national-security adviser pushing unhinged
conspiracy theories about Hillary Clinton and child-sex trafficking. The U.S. House Committee on Science, Space
and Technology sent around a bogus climate-change denial article from Breitbart (there's that name again.) The
president-elect himself made a wild false claim about millions of illegal voters in the election.
It's tempting to just shake your head and say "that's crazy." But the main take-aways from the Rodne story are: This
stuff is not only purposeful. It works.
At the least, there's no punishment for tossing out whatever fearmongering baloney you just read on the internet.
Politicians are learning from the master, Trump. As long as you stick to whatever you've said and never apologize,
then practically anything, no matter how false or damaging, goes.
It's also tempting to say that all this post-truth politics is only a problem somewhere else. Well, it just worked right
here, in the Eastside suburbs.
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Merkel urges ban on Islamic 'full veil'
Anthony Faiola
Surprise move comes as German leader prepares for next year's election
BERLIN - German Chancellor Angela Merkel, who last year opened the door to nearly 1 million mostly Muslim
migrants, staked out a tough new stance on conservative Islam on Tuesday by making her first direct call for a
widespread ban on "full veil" religious coverings.
Her backing could add Germany to the growing list of European nations imposing restrictions on Islamic
coverings as debates sharpen across the continent over religious tolerance, perceived threats to European
identity and possible attacks by Islamist militants.
It also could signal a pragmatic shift to the right for Merkel, who is seeking a fourth term as Germany's leader. In the
wake of Britain's vote to leave the European Union and the U.S. election of Donald Trump, the tolerant Merkel became
seen as among the last guardians of liberal democracy in the West.
But her handling of the migrant crisis - which damaged her approval ratings and caused internal party dissent - is now
seen as a critical weakness ahead of next year's elections.
Her comments also came as German social media buzzed following the arrests of two asylum seekers in five
days in connection with three sexual assaults, including the brutal rape and murder of a 19-year old medical
student in the picturesque southern city of Freiburg. Right-wing politicians are openly blaming Merkel's policy
for what they decry as a migrant-fueled crime wave.
Yet Merkel on Tuesday issued a reminder that she still can play the conservative card.
Speaking to a cheering conference of her center-right Christian Democratic Union (CDU), she used her strongest
language yet to back a ban on certain Islamic coverings first proposed by conservatives in her party. Some are calling
for a law making it a regulatory offense for women to cover their faces in courtrooms, administrative buildings and
schools, as well as while driving or attending demonstrations.
"The full veil is not appropriate here," Merkel said. "It should be banned wherever it's legally possible."
Women in Germany's Muslim community of 4.7 million who actually wear a full burqa - or a loose veil that
covers the entire body, often including mesh over the eyes - are exceedingly rare. Some experts suggest there
may be only a few hundred at most.
But bans on such garments are being increasingly seen as a powerful political message.
Merkel has previously called full Muslim veils a hindrance to migrant assimilation. But her words at the party
conference - reaffirming her as the CDU candidate and leader - seemed aimed at appeasing critics who have charged
her with recklessly opening the door last year to hundreds of thousands fleeing war. She also repeated her worries
about the alleged spread of Islamic sharia law in some migrant communities.
"We don't want any parallel societies," she said. "Our law takes precedence before tribal rules, codes of honor
and sharia."
Other nations in Europe have imposed bans on Islamic coverings. But Germany - saddled with the dark past of World
War II - had shied away from doing so, citing the need to uphold religious freedoms. Muslim groups said they were
caught off guard by Merkel's call.
"I think this is election campaigning," said Burhan Kesici, chairman of the Islamic Council of the Federal Republic
of Germany. "It's a populist statement. I was surprised ... especially since she hasn't said this with such clarity before."
He said that physical attacks against Muslim women with headscarves have increased and that he feared
heightened rhetoric could worsen the trend.
The wording for the law planned in Germany probably would mirror the moves in neighboring France, not referring
specifically to conservative Muslims but clearly aimed at them.
Yet strong differences remain within Merkel's party about how far such a proposed law should go. Officials at various
German ministries are already drafting language that would make it an offense for civil servants to wear garments that
"make open communication more difficult or impossible."
The law also would impose fines on women who refuse to take off covering veils to allow law enforcement
officials to compare their faces with photo IDs.
But some are calling for an even broader ban before the bill is submitted to Parliament in coming weeks.
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"We are still fighting over the question of what is legally possible," CDU lawmaker Jens Spahn told broadcaster
Deutschlandfunk. "And I would actually like to ban it everywhere. I don't want to see the full veil - no niqab,
no burqa - in public life in Germany."
'Live together'
Since the height of the crisis last year, Merkel has taken steps to stem the tide of migrants, including negotiating a deal
with Turkey this year to block more from crossing into Europe. On Tuesday, she reiterated that she would attempt to
thwart any new wave of asylum seekers, many of them seeking to reach the West from war-ravaged places such as
Syria and Iraq.
"A situation like the one in the late summer of 2015 cannot, should not and must not be repeated," she said. "That was
and is our, and my, declared political aim."
Merkel's call to ban coverings echoes laws in France and other European nations to put restrictions on full-face
coverings such as the burqa or other Islamic traditional garb for women such as the niqab, which shows only the eyes.
This summer, roughly 30 French towns banned the "burkini," a swimsuit designed to allow Muslim women to
enjoy the beach while observing traditional codes of modesty. Manuel Valls, now a Socialist Party candidate
for the French presidency, called the burkini a "provocation" and an insult to France's strict interpretation of
secularism. French courts have since overruled several such bans.
But Muslims often say that these restrictions - carried out in the name of secularism - are hypocritical, targeting one
particular group.
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MORE BIAS HITS HOME Muslim MTA worker harassed as surge worsens
ROCCO PARASCANDOLA, JENNIFER FERMINO and LEONARD GREENE
THE CITY'S growing hate epidemic spread Monday when for the second time in a week, a Muslim woman
was taunted on a train and accused of being a terrorist.
Soha Salama, an MTA worker, was wearing her uniform and a hijab when a passenger harassed her around 7
a.m. aboard a Manhattan-bound 7 train.
"You're a terrorist!" the passenger shouted at her," according to cops. "You shouldn't be working for the city.
Go back to your country!"
When the 45-year-old victim exited the train at Grand Central, the passenger followed her - then pushed her as she
was walking up a flight of stairs, authorities said.
The assailant is described as an Hispanic man. Cops were looking for him.
Last Thursday, Yasmin Seweid, 18, was taunted on a 6 train by several drunken men shouting "Donald
Trump" who called her a terrorist and told her to take the "rag" off her head.
Seweid, who is Muslim, was also wearing a hijab.
The crimes were part of a growing number of hate-inspired offenses that have plagued New York in the weeks since
Donald Trump's election.
According to police statistics, hate crimes in the city more than doubled last month - with more than 43 cases,
compared with just 20 in November 2015.
Jews were targeted in 24 of the 43 incidents last month, officials said.
For the same month, the number of hate crimes targeting Muslims went from two in 2015 to four this year.
"We do not allow intolerance or fear to divide us because we know diversity is our strength, and we are at our best
when we stand united," Gov. Cuomo said in a statement Monday.
Last month, state Sen. Brad Hoylman (D-Manhattan) encountered anti-Semitic hate in three incidents.
Hoylman, who represents Chelsea, Greenwich Village, the East Village and the Lower East Side, notified authorities
last Tuesday night after a staffer at his district office opened an email containing threats that he and his family be
burned alive.
On Nov. 19, a pamphlet featuring a masked figure with a sword slashing through symbols of Islam, peace, the gay
and lesbian community and Judaism was sent to his home.
Days earlier, on Nov. 15, a vandal carved two swastikas on a service door in Hoylman's Greenwich Village building
along Fifth Ave. near Washington Square Park.
No one has been arrested for any of the incidents.
"New York will continue to set the example for the nation - safeguarding our diversity and our differences, and rooting
out bigotry and hatred wherever it exists."
Mayor de Blasio blamed the President-elect directly for the climate that has given rise to bigoted attacks.
De Blasio shared his concern as he sat next to a city cop, Aml Elsokary, a Muslim who was off duty when a man
threatened to kill her after she confronted him over pushing her 16-year-old son on a Bay Ridge streetcorner
Saturday.
Elsokary was wearing her hijab when Nelson cursed her.
"You guys think this is a joke," Nelson said, according to a criminal complaint. "I'll slit your throat, you ISIS
(expletive)."
Police said he then sicced his pit bull on them - but the dog did not attack.
"Do I blame Donald Trump for using hate speech during his campaign?" de Blasio said. "Absolutely. He did. It's a
fact. He said horrible things about Muslims, horrible things about Mexican-Americans."
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Holland Hall: 'Crybabies' mourn about more than Trump
Holland Hall Special to The Sun
I'm a crybaby. By this I mean I am part of the demographic that is upset by the election of Donald Trump, and
I am alluding to his supporters who have borrowed this work from the playground to brand those who feel
similarly to me.
Despite witnessing Trump supporters use words such as "crybabies" and "libtards" to address those with
whom I empathize, I have tried my best to hear both sides out. After all, those who cast votes for Trump have
been called misogynistic, xenophobic and Islamophobic for their lack of outrage at his statements. Supporters
have tried to brush off his behavior, but their apologist attitude implies they condone the stances Trump has
displayed toward women, immigrants and Muslims.
I am not just referring to words in Facebook arguments. Such name-calling happened on the University of Florida
campus during an incident on Nov. 14. The student organization Radical Student Alliance was hosting a tabling session
regarding direct action in response to pro-white nationalism fliers that sprung up around campus in the wake of the
election. This event turned into a bull-horned standoff between the group and a Trump supporter who was occasionally
joined by a few other allies.
Chants such as "No Trump, no KKK. No fascist USA" were met with shouts like "The election is over, get over it
crybabies!" I understood the anti-KKK rhetoric by the RSA. Don't forget that Trump garnered support from Klu Klux
Klan affiliates during his campaign, and we are presently witnessing the rise of the white nationalist alt-right
movement that has been emboldened by this election. What I couldn't understand is why so many Trump supporters
think that it is just the election we're "crying" over.
We are not merely crying over the loss of the election. We are mourning the future of the social climate in our country.
We are fearful, with reason, that the daily lives of those who Trump and his appointed leaders have deemed "others"
are going to be increasingly met with harassment, prejudice, discrimination and violence. Most importantly, we are
shocked by the culture of intolerance that permitted a Trump presidency to become a reality.
We are mourning the bullying tactics that Trump supporters have brushed off as harmless microaggressions, such as
the "funny" trend of mocking emotional triggers - something I saw happen repeatedly during the incident on campus.
We are mourning the assault on what has been written off as "PC culture." And finally, we are mourning the ridicule
of "safe spaces" on college campuses.
Exclaiming, "Triggered!" is now a popular joke among many who attempt to minimize the emotional responses of
individuals who have experienced some form of trauma. Maybe this is funny to those who think that "political
correctness" has deteriorated Americans' senses of humor, and thus any joke or comment has the ability to trigger
someone. But the reality is that this is laughing in the face of those who experience emotional triggers.
For those who can't fathom what may be triggering to someone, think about how a survivor of sexual assault may feel
hearing the president-elect bragging about how his fame permits him to grab women "by the p****." Consider how a
veteran with post-traumatic stress disorder may feel hearing the mockery of emotional triggers. If you think that this
is just silliness and Americans are becoming "too sensitive," please consider the other side: This kind of mockery is
perpetuating ignorance and cruelty and should cease being a go-to joke.
Why is there such distaste for empathy? Those opposed to PC culture often assume that being politically correct
means you have to walk on eggshells so as to not offend anyone. All political correctness argues for is that saying
offensive things about people in regards to any aspect of their identity has the potential to be hurtful. It is the
responsibility of us as individuals to educate ourselves about the experiences of those different than us, and to perhaps
consider our words more carefully in order to allow for a less cruel society.
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However, cruelness will always be inherent in society, according to those who say that the "real world" doesn't have
safe spaces and question their presence on college campuses. Such spaces provide marginalized groups with the
opportunity to come together in an environment that allows people to share their experiences and be embraced by
understanding and acceptance. Picture campuses without these resources - those who may feel isolated by the larger
campus culture would not have as much emotional support as their peers, which is critical to the success of any college
student.
If we are to move forward as a country and heal our divides, we must engage each other with compassion and abandon
the mocking and ridicule that this election cycle has encouraged.
- Holland Hall is a staff member at the Samuel Proctor Oral History Program. To learn more about safe spaces, tune
in to the Samuel Proctor Oral History Program's forthcoming podcast series, which will be released on Dec. 16 at
http://bit.ly/proctorpodcast.
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Anti-Muslim letter sent to mosque part of national investigation
JESSICA HAYNES
ANN ARBOR -- A letter received by the Islamic Center of Ann Arbor also was sent to mosques across the
country this week, addressing Muslims as "children of Satan" and declaring President-elect Donald Trump as
the "new sheriff in town."
Eid Farha is president of the Muslim Community Association of Ann Arbor and Vicinity and said the letter was
opened Wednesday by the Islamic Center's office manager, who then contacted Center officials.
It was a copy of a letter sent to mosques across the country Farha had seen circulating on social media earlier this
week.
"I looked at it and immediately recognized it," Farha said.
The letter, also sent to the Islamic Center of East Lansing, includes numerous mentions of Trump:
"There's a new sheriff in town -- President Donald Trump. He's going to cleanse America and make it shine
again. And, he's going to start with you Muslims. He's going to do to you Muslims what Hitler did to the jews.
(sic)"
Wylie Christopher of the U.S. Postal Inspection Service confirmed to The Ann Arbor Newsthe department is one of
several agencies conducting an investigation into the letters.
"Our agency in Michigan and in other states, as well as other law enforcement agencies, are pursuing leads,"
Christopher said.
He could not comment on whether the investigation has resulted in any leads or suspects, but said the letter
received by the Islamic Center of Ann Arbor was postmarked in California and that mosques and other Muslim
communities across the country received the letter as well.
Farha said he believes anti-Muslim rhetoric has increased over the last year, in part because of a presidential campaign
that saw Trump discuss banning Muslims from entering the United States.
Trump was asked about the rash of reported racist incidents during a post election interview on CBS' "60 Minutes."
Trump said he was "saddened," and he looked into the camera and said, "Stop it."
The letter particularly hurt, Farha said, because the Muslim Community Association includes the Islamic Center and
the Michigan Islamic Academy, which educates students from kindergarten through 12th grade at the same location.
He has a nephew who attends the school, and plans to send his children there.
There has been similar literature received by the Muslim Community Association before, Farha said, but nothing
comparable to this week's letter.
One of the first organizations alerted to the presence of the letter was the Council on American-Islamic Relations, or
CAIR, which has chapters across multiple cities and states.
The mission of CAIR is to "enhance the understanding of Islam, encourage dialogue, protect civil liberties, empower
American Muslims and build coalitions that promote justice and mutual understanding," according to its website.
Dawud Walid, executive director of the Michigan Chapter of the Council on American Islamic Relations, said Ann
Arbor and Lansing are the only two communities in the state that received the letters, "that we know of thus far."
He sees the letters as something related to the election campaign.
"Mr. Trump, for an entire year, stirred up xenophobia and racism in our community to give a level of public
acceptability for expressing those things," Walid said. "I blame him for this more caustic climate we live in right now.
If he is to be a real leader, he should be much more robust in speaking out against all these different expressions of
hate that are being done in his name."
The letters are signed "Americans for a Better Way," which Walid said he believes is "not a registered group or an
organization, per say."
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"I think it might be one person or a few people who just have some serious hate in their hearts. I don't think this is a
large, well-organized group," Walid said.
Some mosques in Michigan have taken additional security precautions, such as installing security cameras or hiring
security guards, Walid said.
The Muslim Community Association in Ann Arbor has increased security over the past year, Farha said, in response
to safety concerns for the property and school, as well as nearby organizations and passers-by.
At the same time, Farha said the Muslim community in Ann Arbor has seen an outpouring of support over the past
year in the form of positive phone calls and uplifting letters which spiked since news of the letter hit Washtenaw
County.
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True Blue Courage Harassed Muslim cop 'saved my kid' in '14
ANDY MAI, RYAN SIT, JOHN ANNESE, ANDREW SAVULICH and GRAHAM RAYMAN
AS COPS arrested a Brooklyn man they say shouted anti-Muslim slurs and threatened an off-duty cop wearing
a hijab in Brooklyn, the father of a girl she saved from a fire expressed sympathy for her.
"She's my hero no matter what religion she's from," Felipe Arroyo, 41, said of Officer Aml Elsokary, 34, who pulled
his daughter, Kayleigh, and his mother, Carmen Delrio, 60, from a burning apartment building in Brooklyn in 2014.
"She's always been my hero for saving my daughter," Arroyo said.
On Sunday, cops charged Christopher Nelson, 36, of Bay Ridge with threatening Elsokary during a shoving match
Thursday with her 16-year-old son.
Elsokary had just parked her car in her neighborhood when she spotted the tussling at Ridge Blvd. near 67th St.,
officials said.
When Elsokary intervened, the man called her an "ISIS (expletive)," and threatened, "I will cut your throat.
Go back to your country!" police said.
Nelson had a pit bull with him when he made the threat, and commanded the dog to attack - but the canine didn't do
anything, a police source said.
He was charged with menacing as a hate crime and aggravated harassment, police said.
The NYPD Muslim Officers Society thanked the Hate Crime Task Force and the Warrants Division for making quick
work of the investigation.
"All we can say is the officer is shaken up and so is the society and the Muslim community," President Adeel Rana
said in an email. "It is very sad to hear these events taking place in this great diverse city." Elsokary, one of the NYPD's
nearly 1,000 Muslim officers, wears a hijab whether she's working her post in the 90th Precinct or off-duty, like she
was on Thursday.
Because she was on duty two years ago, and rushed into a burning building on Scholes St. in Williamsburg, "My mom
is still alive, my daughter is still alive," Arroyo said.
Emergency responders often call such acts part of the job, but Arroyo said Elsokary's actions went beyond the call of
duty.
"In December, she brought presents for my daughter, something that came out of her heart," he said.
Carmen Delrio, 60, Kayleigh's grandmother, on Sunday recalled Elsokary bringing a fruit basket and toys to the girl
in the wake of the fire.
"I wouldn't be here if it wasn't for her, she took me out," she said. "I was sick with a cold at that time and there was so
much smoke coming out of that corner where the fire was that I couldn't breathe."
She recalled it was pitch black and Kayleigh was crying.
"(Elsokary) told me, 'Follow me, lady, there's no time to get no coat on,' and I followed her and we went
downstairs," she said.
"She just did her job and that's it and those things I appreciate because it was my granddaughter on the line."
Of Nelson, Delrio said, "The person who did that is wrong, 100%, and I don't appreciate that because police officers
deserve respect because they put their life on the line for us."
Demonstrators, meanwhile, gathered in Grand Central Terminal on Sunday afternoon to protest anti-Islam hate crimes
that targeted both Elsokary and Baruch College undergrad Yasmin Seweid.
Three white men walked up to Seweid on Thursday night on the 6 train near E. 23rd St. and chanted "Donald
Trump! Donald Trump!" before ripping her bag off her shoulder and trying to pull off her hijab.
"Oh, look, a (expletive) terrorist," they said, according to Seweid. "Get the hell out of the country! You don't
belong here!"
Cops were still searching for the men on Sunday. Protest organizer Ben Wides said the event was a spontaneous
reaction to the hate crimes. About 30 people attended the silent protest near the terminal's famous clock.
"When cowardly acts like this happen, we're hoping that as many of us as possible can get together and say we won't
tolerate this in our city," he said.
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Also on Sunday, City Councilman Vincent Gentile, who represents Bay Ridge, said the community is proud of
Elsokary. "The current political climate seems to have given false permission to unveil racist and vile comments," he
said, but the city "will not fall victim to this disgusting behavior."
There were 34 reported bias incidents in the city between Nov. 8 and Nov. 27, compared with just 13 in the same
period in 2015, cops said.
Nationally, the Council on American-Islamic Relations has recorded more than 100 anti-Muslim incidents since Nov.
8.
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New York Observer
December 5, 2016

NYPD Reports 'Huge Spike' in Hate Crimes Since Donald Trump's Election
WILL BREDDERMAN
The police department revealed today that the city has witnessed a 115 percent increase in bias crimes since
President-elect Donald Trump triumphed over Hillary Clinton last month-and paid tribute to one of the
victims, a Muslim cop who became the victim of threats while off-duty in Brooklyn.
Addressing the press at One Police Plaza this morning, Chief of Detectives Robert Boyce noted again that hate crimes
are up 35 percent for all of 2016 compared to the year prior. But he reported that the most intense burst had come in
the weeks since November 8: 43 incidents, in contrast to 20 during the same period of 2015.
"We also started looking at certain para
meters: what happened post-Election Day? We had a huge spike, right after Election Day, it's somewhat slowed a little
bit," Boyce said. "We're seeing across the board an increase right now."
Of the 43 attacks, 24 were directed at Jews-three times as many as occurred last November. The number of
bias incidents against Muslims doubled, from two to four as of yesterday.
Boyce said there had also been hate incidents committed against whites and members of the LGBTQ community. He
compared the rash of attacks on Jews to a similar outbreak during Israel's military campaign in the Gaza Strip in 2014,
and argued that news events influence acts on the streets.
"The same thing happens. The national discourse has effects on hate crimes-hate speech I should say, hate
speech," he said.
Boyce noted, however, that arrests for bias crimes are up 45 percent.
"As they come in, we are making the arrests, nearly immediately in some acts, other acts, other times, it's a little bit
tougher, tougher investigation," he said. our job is to go out and make arrests immediately on these things, which is
what we're doing."
The weekly briefing on crime statistics featured a special guest: Officer Aml Elsokary. On Saturday, while she was
off-duty in her home neighborhood of Bay Ridge, a man allegedly told Elsokary and her 16-year-old son to "go back
to your country" and threatened to sic his pit bull on them.
The NYPD collared the accused yesterday.
Mayor Bill de Blasio said the incident "reflects a lot on the current moment," and again reminded the public that 900
Muslims serve in the NYPD.
"She serves this city. She is an example of everything that we would want from our citizens: a commitment to others,
a commitment to service," he said. "And what does she get for it: threats to her life and bigotry and taunts. We can't
allow this. It's unacceptable in this city and it's unacceptable in this nation."
Elsokary thanked the mayor and the Muslim Officers Association, and described how her roots inspired her to join
the police force.
"I became a police officer to show the positive side of a New Yorker, a Muslim woman, that can do the job, that is
non-biased, that I help anybody, no matter what's your religion," she said. "I'm born and raised here, and I'm here to
protect y'all."
Trump, who ran on a program of deporting undocumented immigrants and barring Muslims from entering the United
States, urged supporters committing hate crimes to "stop it" on 60 Minutes in his first interview as president-elect.
However, racist vandalism and violence has proliferated in the weeks since, prompting both Gov. Andrew Cuomo and
state Attorney General Eric Schneiderman to announce anti-bias initiatives.
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If everyone registered, would that help or hinder cause?
STEVENS WRITES
President-elect Donald Trump's selection of retired Lt. Gen. Michael Flynn for national security adviser has added to
a growing sense of fear that Trump's administration could implement a database to keep tabs on Muslims in America,
a campaign promise made by Trump last fall.
In February, Flynn tweeted a link to a YouTube video with the message: "Fear of Muslims is RATIONAL:
Please forward a link to this video so that people may learn the BASICS of Islam." Coupled with Trump's
campaign talk of "a total and complete shutdown of Muslims entering the United States," the selection has
many concerned that our nation will abandon some of its core values, including freedom of religion.
George Takei penned a powerful op-ed recently about his family's experience being forced into a Japanese internment
camp when he was 5. " 'National security' must never again be permitted to justify wholesale denial of constitutional
rights and protections," Takei writes. "If it is freedom and our way of life that we fight for, our first obligation is to
ensure that our own government adheres to those principles."
But how do we go about ensuring that?
On social media, I frequently see non-Muslims pledging to register themselves on a hypothetical Muslim database in
a show of solidarity.
Is that feasible? Is that enough? I called a couple of experts to get their take.
"While the sentiment behind the pledge (to register) is appreciated and welcomed, the unintended effect may be to
legitimize the concept of registering Americans of a particular faith," Tabassum Haleem, executive director of the
Council of Islamic Organization of Greater Chicago, told me. "If the pushback against these types of nefarious
initiatives is part of a larger, united campaign against the erosion of civil liberties of all Americans, it would send a
loud and unequivocal message to President-elect Trump that he cannot divide and conquer the American people. That
we are, indeed, stronger together."
Corey Saylor is director of the department to monitor and combat Islamophobia at the Council on American-Islamic
Relations (CAIR). Saylor says a Muslim database would most likely mean a reinstatement of the National Security
Entry-Exit Registration System, a controversial program launched after the 9/11 terrorist attacks that collected
information, fingerprints and photographs of noncitizens entering the United States from certain (mostly majority
Muslim) countries and monitored their status and movement once they arrived. It was canceled in 2011.
If a broader Muslim database is implemented for U.S. citizens, however, Saylor said his group welcomes the idea of
non-Muslims adding their names.
"People being willing to register themselves if an all-inclusive Muslim registry comes up is greatly appreciated,"
Saylor said. "When the constitution is being challenged, it's important that everyone be willing to stand up and not
just talk about it with their friends, but do something useful. Registering would be one way to do that."
We don't need to wait for a database to push back against anti-Muslim rhetoric, though.
Muslims make up less than 2 percent of the U.S. population, but Americans of all faiths are welcome to attend open
mosque days and educate themselves about the faith and its practitioners.
The Council of Islamic Organizations of Greater Chicago organizes regional open-mosque days, Haleem said, and
churches often hold interfaith events.
"DuPage United, a community organizing group made of churches, mosques and synagogues, started a Solidarity
With Muslims campaign earlier this year with standing-room-only events," Haleem said. "The evening of Nov. 17,
nearly 650 people of all faiths gathered at the Islamic Center of Naperville. DuPage United leaders presented the work
being done by their member institutions on establishing mental health crises centers, organizing resources for refugees
and combating Islamophobia. Police chiefs pledged to continue to protect their citizens, regardless of their race or
religion. School districts around the country are affirming policies to protect American Muslim students and other
minorities against bullying."
Saylor recommends signing up to receive emails from groups that fight against religious persecution, particularly
CAIR, the American Civil Liberties Union, the Southern Poverty Law Center and Amnesty International.
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"These groups will ask you do things that are usually pretty simple and straightforward," Saylor said. "That takes
individuals and merges them into a movement. You want to magnify your own impact by joining an organization."
Monthly donations to one or more of those organizations can help them staff lawyers for an organized pushback in
the event that Americans' constitutional rights are being threatened, he said.
"We ask people to find a group that you feel is doing good work and make sure you're supporting them," Saylor said.
"Not just by reading the emails, but by contributing, by showing up at meetings, by taking action."

284

Newsday (New York)
December 4, 2016 Sunday

Muslim woman harassed on subway says she 'can't let it stop my life'; Three
men taunted Yasmin Seweid, tried to yank off her hijab NYPD Hate Crimes
Task Force is investigating
The young Muslim woman who told police she was harassed by three men on a Manhattan subway said
Saturday, though the verbal assault left her in tears, she was doing her best to move on.
Yasmin Seweid, 18, was insulted by three apparently drunk men while waiting for and riding the northbound 6 train
after 10 p.m. on Thursday, she said.
The men called her a terrorist and shouted President-elect Donald Trump's name in her direction before trying
to yank off her hijab, the Baruch College student said Saturday.
"It was hard to hold it in. When people found out here I was crying all day," said Seweid, outside her job at a
swimming school in New Hyde Park. "But I'm better. I'm OK. I can't let it stop my life, one thing. What can
you do? It already happened."
The NYPD Hate Crimes Task Force is investigating the incident, police said. No one has been arrested in
connection with the incident, the NYPD said Saturday.
The incident began when Seweid, an entrepreneurship and business management major who had stayed late to help
clean up after a school function, left campus to wait on the platform for the northbound 6 train at the 23rd Street stop
sometime after 10 p.m., she said. Three men who appeared to be intoxicated spotted her and started shouting in
her direction, she said.
"I was really ignoring them at first. I had my headphone in and stuff but after that they got closer and they
started screaming 'Donald Trump' and they called me a . . . terrorist," Seweid said. "It's just terrible."
She went to the back of the car after boarding the train, and the men - in the middle of the car - continued to
taunt her. The trio yelled "You don't belong here," and called her a terrorist, a law enforcement official said.
When she didn't respond to their taunts, one of the three men pulled the strap of her tote bag and tore it in an attempt
to get her to react, she said.
Moments later, one of the men reached for her hijab, partially removing it, she said. Seweid placed her hand
on the top of her head to prevent the hijab from being pulled completely off, she said.
The train then pulled into the 42nd Street stop and that's when Seweid ran out and reported the assault to an NYPD
officer.
"It's ignorance," said Seweid's brother, Abdoul, 22, adding that he was stunned that no one stepped in to help
his sister.
"If I'm seeing three guys attack a woman on the train, I'm saying something," he said. "Everyone just turned
away."
Abdoul, who said his sister was traumatized by the attack, worries about his sister riding on the subway.
"Now I'm home every night wondering, is she going to come home OK," said Abdoul at the New Hyde Park home
where the family of six lives. "That's my younger sister. I really hope they catch those guys because it's not right.
Hopefully the law takes care of it." Yasmin Seweid is working with NYPD investigators to try to find the three men,
she said. She missed school Friday so she could review surveillance footage and an array of photos, she said. She will
meet with investigators again on Wednesday, she said. Seweid called her father, Sayeed, 56, a limousine driver who
was working in Manhattan on Thursday night, to tell him about the incident, she said. The family patriarch was shaking
as she told him about her run-in with the three men.
"This is my country. I've been here 35 years. These kids are born here. This is their country," said Sayeed
Seweid. "Treat them as you treat anybody else. That's all."
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Brutal bigots 3 try to rip hijab off gal's head Yell 'Donald Trump' in attack
LAURA DIMON, ROSS KEITH, ROCCO PARASCANDOLA and GRAHAM RAYMAN
STRAPHANGERS stood by and watched as three drunk white men repeatedly screamed "Donald Trump!"
and hurled anti-Islam slurs Thursday at a Muslim Baruch College student before trying to rip her hijab off
her head on an East Side subway, the woman told The News.
Yasmin Seweid said she was stunned by the assault - and the fact that no one in the subway car came to her aid.
"It made me really sad after when I thought about it," she said. "People were looking at me and looking at
what was happening and no one said a thing. They just looked away."
The terrified 18-year-old recounted her harrowing encounter with the hate-spewing trio.
"I heard them say something very loudly, something about Donald Trump . . . I also heard them say the word
terrorist and I sort of got a little scared," Seweid said.
Seweid had left an event at Baruch and was on her way home on an uptown No. 6 platform at the 23rd St. and Park
Ave. stop at about 10 p.m. Thursday when the men started taunting her, she said.
They hollered at the business major as she boarded a train.
They kept screaming Trump's name at her, and then said, "Oh look, a (expletive) terrorist," she said.
"Get the hell out of the country!" they yelled during the train ride. "You don't belong here!"
Seweid, who was born in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, to Egyptian parents, was shocked.
"I am born and raised in this country," she told The News. "I'm an American, you know?"
When Seweid ignored them, they pulled on her bag to get her attention and the strap broke.
"That's when I turned around and said 'can you please leave me alone,' and they started laughing," she told The News.
She walked to the other end of the train, and they followed her and tried to pull off her hijab, a head covering
worn by Muslim women.
"Take that thing off!" they hollered.
"I put my hand on top of my head to hold it," Seweid said. "Then I turned around and screamed 'what the (expletive).'
" Seweid got off the train at Grand Central Terminal and reported the terrifying incident to police.
Her father, Sayeed Seweid, 55, of New Hyde Park, L.I., said he was also angry that no one else stepped in to defend
his daughter.
"Nobody even offered to help an 18-year-old girl," he said. "That means something. Her phone was dying. You offer
help - it doesn't matter the race, religion, or the country."
After filing a police report, shaking and crying, Seweid made her way to Penn Station where she called her father after
finding an electrical outlet to charge her phone, her father said. She was not injured.
He came and picked her up and they chatted with police into the early morning hours before driving home.
On Friday, Seweid sat with police officers and tried to help spot the men on surveillance video, her father said.
No one has been arrested.
The incident is another in a growing list of bias crimes across the city since Trump's election. Cops said that from
Nov. 8 through Nov. 27, there were 34 reported incidents compared with 13 in the same period in 2015.
"American Muslims, and particularly men and women who wear religious attire, are being increasingly
targeted by hate nationwide in the wake of the Nov. 8 election," said Afaf Nasher, executive director of the New
York chapter of the Council on American-Islamic Relations.
"I was very shaken up . . . I'm definitely traumatized," Seweid said. "I'm really scared."Of the 34 incidents between
Election Day and Nov. 27, 18 have been anti-Semitic in nature, compared with five in the same period last year. Five
of the incidents have been anti-gay, and five others, anti-white. Two targeted Muslims and one was anti-black.
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THE WORLD; Europe's populist right feels galvanized; Trump's victory and
the 'Brexit' vote may resonate in Austria's election this weekend.
LAURA KING
The online denunciations pile up daily: Muslims can't be trusted. Neither can the mainstream media. The elites
have run amok. Institutions are out of touch with the will of the people.
It might sound a lot like the hubbub surrounding last month's U.S. presidential vote. But this time, the balloting is in
Austria, which on Sunday will become the latest testing ground for European far-right populist movements energized
by Britain's June vote to exit the 28-nation European Union -- and the November election victory of Donald Trump.
The rise of populism -- a volatile but loosely affiliated mix characterized by strident nationalism, anti-immigrant
sentiment, economic resentments and a deep suspicion of international alliances and trade pacts -- has been building
across the Continent for years, particularly in its more disadvantaged corners.
But this has been the year that European populist movements burst into full and furious view, driven by complex
factors that vary widely from one country to the other -- united, however, by a broad sense of grievance against the
political establishment and all it represents.
Elections set to take place next year in Germany and France, continental Europe's main political and economic powers,
are being closely watched as candidates declare themselves -- or take themselves out of the running. So too is next
year's balloting in the Netherlands, a onetime liberal bastion that could be poised to make a sharp rightward turn.
On the immediate horizon, contests that might otherwise have garnered relatively little outside attention -- Austria's
presidential vote, coinciding with a Sunday constitutional referendum in Italy -- are looming large as indicators of
whether the populist wave has already crested or is poised to gather even greater momentum.
"Everybody's very nervous -- it's hard to know what's going on," said analyst Heather Grabbe of the Open
Society Foundation's European Policy Institute. "There is really a question as to how the zeitgeist is changing."
Trump's triumph could be as much a sign that European movements leaped across the Atlantic as the other way around,
some analysts maintain. Or leapfrogged back and forth; as a candidate, Trump greeted the "Brexit" result with glee -though with a measure of confusion, as he congratulated Scots who had overwhelmingly voted to remain in the EU.
Whether they saw themselves as followers or forerunners, European far-right leaders rejoiced at the American election
results. Marine Le Pen, a French presidential hopeful, declared that Trump had "made possible what was presented as
completely impossible."
Many of the populist figures embracing Trump consider his win not only a vindication of their more incendiary
political views, but a sign of kinship born of proudly self-proclaimed outsider status.
Hungary's staunchly anti-immigration Prime Minister Viktor Orban, who swept to power in 2010, has until now been
held at arm's length by both Washington and centrist European leaders over actions widely perceived as antidemocratic. That ostracism, the Hungarian leader crowed, would soon change.
"Our position has improved remarkably," the prime minister told the Hungarian business daily World
Economy after speaking with the U.S. president-elect by phone late last month. "He invited me to Washington;
I told him I hadn't been there for a long time as I had been treated as a 'black sheep.''
To which, he said, Trump laughed and replied: "Me, too."
The presidential race in Austria, the Alpine enclave that is Adolf Hitler's birthplace, has been tempestuous, pitting farright parliamentarian Norbert Hofer against leftist Alexander Van der Bellen. The electoral battle has dragged on for
over a year after an earlier result was contested in court.
In its latest incarnation, the campaign has been marked by social-media smears of Hofer's opponents, including a
recent Facebook post by a leader of his Freedom Party suggesting the 72-year-old Van der Bellen might be senile.
There has also been heavy traffic to a far-right news website -- Unzensuriert, or "Uncensored" -- with distinct
conspiracist bent and a preoccupation with the influx of migrants to Austria over the past two years.
Sunday's contest was expected to be close enough that results might wait until Tuesday.

287

Anti-European Union sentiment is a crucial engine in some of the most highly fraught contests, and the alarm of the
bloc's leaders has only grown since Britain's shock decision to abandon the EU. Most of them see a potent new threat
in Italy's national referendum on Sunday, with Prime Minister Matteo Renzi saying he will step down if a package of
constitutional reforms is voted down.
That could open the door to political opponents who want to break with the EU -- a move that could not only spur
other member states, but potentially trigger a new and widely felt banking crisis in Italy, the continent's fourth-largest
economy.
And damaging economic reverberations across the Continent, which has already fought off repeated crises involving
its common currency, would likely add fuel to the populist fire. The movement is bolstered by the perception that a
regulatory-heavy European Union and a self-interested political and social elite consistently trample the economic
well-being of ordinary people.
"It's all going to be very complex how these things play out," said Alina Polyakova, a senior European analyst at the
Atlantic Council. Even without far-right victories in key elections, she said, "Brexit and Trump have set off a trend of
anti-EU forces that are likely to follow."
While the populist movement has many champions across Europe, the centrist camps that have dominated the
continent's politics for a generation have struggled to find charismatic leaders around whom to rally.
Scorched-earth tactics have been a boon for politicians like the Dutch firebrand Geert Wilders, once considered far
outside the mainstream but winning adherents with bellicose calls for the closing of Islamic schools and creation of a
religious registry. Wilders, awaiting a verdict in his latest hate-speech trial, leads the Party for Freedom, which is
leading in the polls in advance of March's parliamentary elections.
That leaves a heavy responsibility in the hands of a few stalwarts. German Prime Minister Angela Merkel, her
immense popularity dented over the last two years by Europe's migrant crisis, announced last month she would seek
a fourth term.
But she sharply rejected the notion that she could serve as a sole standard-bearer for liberal democratic principles such
as human dignity and equality under the law -- values she made a point of citing in a carefully worded message of
congratulations to Trump.
Meanwhile, the political casualties pile up. French President Francois Hollande, whose approval ratings have sunk so
low that members of his Socialist party have stated publicly he couldn't win next year's election, cited the threat posed
by the extreme right when he announced Thursday his decision not to run.
Even if the United States is not commonly held up as an exemplar -- many far-right movements have had a traditional
mistrust of things American -- the dawn of the Trump era has helped cement the view that political insurgency reaps
big rewards.
"Certain kinds of political behavior have been normalized," said Grabbe, the analyst. "And it's made the antiestablishment candidates say to themselves, 'See, you can win.' "
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Threatening letter sent to the Islamic Center of Davis
FELICA ALVAREZ
The Islamic Center of Davis received an anonymous letter threatening genocide on all American Muslims last
Saturday, adding Davis to a growing number of cities that have received similar letters.
The letter claims that "There's a new sheriff in town -- President Donald Trump ... He's going to do to you
Muslims what Hitler did to the Jews." It calls upon Muslims to pack their bags and ends "Long live President
Trump and God bless the USA."
The short, handwritten letter -- which appears to be scanned and copied -- is signed "Americans for a Better Way."
The group is not listed among the Southern Poverty Law Center's 892 hate groups and has little presence on the
internet.
The same letter arrived at Islamic Centers across the nation over the weekend, including mosques in the California
cities of Los Angeles, Long Beach, San Jose, Pomona, Signal Hill, Granada Hills, and Fresno as well as Cleveland,
Ohio; Savannah, Ga.; Harrisburg, Pa; and Miami Gardens, Fla., according to The Washington Post.
Davis Police Lt. Tom Waltz said his agency took a report on Sunday regarding the letter that the act is being treated
as a hate incident. Waltz added that the return name and address on the letter do not appear to be legitimate.
Hamza El-Nakhal, former president of the Islamic Center of Davis, decried the letter as "very ugly" and
"hateful."
"I just don't know what to do ... I don't want to cause more disturbance or fear," El-Nakhal said. "At the same
time, I don't want to dismiss it."
Nakhal said with pride that he's lived in Davis for half a century and that he has nothing but love for the city. As a
prominent member of the Muslim community, he's visited churches and synagogues across town to trade insights
about their religions.
"I trust this difficult time will hopefully pass and we'll become a united country once again," El-Nakhal said.
The FBI has reported an uptick in hate crimes against Muslims across the country, as incidents rose by 67 percent in
2015. Last year saw 257 bias crimes against Muslims, compared to 154 crimes in 2014.
Davis' local mosque, however, has remained relatively free from crime over recent years, minus a handful of
burglaries that were deemed to not have any hate crime motivations.
The Yolo County District Attorney's office described the incident as a "disturbing trend," and requests that victims
of hate crime come forward so law enforcement can "vigorously investigate and prosecute these acts of hate."
The Yolo County District Attorney's Office will hold a press conference next week on the incident that will include
statements from District Attorney Jeff Reisig, Mayor Robb Davis, Sheriff Ed Prieto, Davis Police Chief Darren Pytel,
and the Chair of the Yolo County Multi-Cultural Community Council.
The briefing will take place at 4:15 p.m. Tuesday at the Yolo County District Attorney's Office at 301 Second St. in
Woodland.
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Here's a taste of the vitriol some Fresno Muslims are enduring post-election
Andrea Castillo; Fresno Bee
In the days after the November election, Kat Nijmeddin had dozens of Twitter notifications every time she
looked down at her phone. Many were from people criticizing the Muslim Fresno State student's hair covering
or telling her to leave the country.
"... go back to your country, you would expect us to adhere to your country's customs you need to do the same."
"Your religion's outfit, just like gang signs, represent the beliefs of the most disgusting radicals in the civilized
world. Drop it!"
For the record, she was born in the United States.
Nijmeddin, 22, is an avid Twitter user with more than 3,000 followers. She wears a hijab. Her profile photo
reflected that - until the negative comments got overwhelming.
On Nov. 15, the art student replaced it with a photo of paint, tweeting, "you better believe I changed my display
pic bc I was tired of people automatically attacking/trolling me for my hijab."
Nijmeddin's experience is not an anomaly. Many American Muslims feel vulnerable after the election of Donald
Trump, whose campaign included anti-Muslim rhetoric and proposals. Local Muslim leaders say some women have
even stopped wearing their hijabs for fear of being attacked.
In March, Trump told CNN's Anderson Cooper that "tremendous hatred" partly defines the world's secondlargest religion. "I think Islam hates us," he said, adding that it's hard to distinguish between the religion and
Islamic extremism.
During the campaign, he called for a temporary ban on Muslim immigration. Since winning the election, he has
advocated for a database of refugees, while not ruling out a database of all Muslims.
FBI hate crime statistics released this month show 257 reported such crimes against Muslims last year, a 67
percent surge over 2014.
The Southern Poverty Law Center reported 701 incidents of harassment nationwide in the first week after the
presidential election. Of those, 206 were anti-immigrant and 51 were anti-Muslim. SPLC also reported 27 anti-Trump
incidents. In an interview on CBS' "60 Minutes" last month, Trump said he was saddened to hear about the incidents
and told his supporters to "stop it."
Post-election anxiety
Nijmeddin said she threw up the night of the election from stress. She wrote that the election felt like a nightmare and
that she was scared.
Early the next morning, one of her tweets went viral: "I am not going to take off my hijab," she wrote, "I'm just going
to tie it tighter. I'm not going to sacrifice a part of me to adhere to your ignorance."
I am not going to take off my hijab, I&#39;m just going to tie it tighter. I&#39;m not going to sacrifice a part of me
to adhere to your ignorance.&mdash; kat (@whackkat) November 9, 2016 //
Other people don't feel as confident as Nijmeddin. Another Fresno State student started wearing a hijab last summer
and is still getting used to strangers staring at her. The Bee is not identifying the 18-year-old because she fears for her
safety.
She said that on campus the day after the election, she avoided eye contact while walking past people wearing "Make
America Great Again" hats. Later that day, she bought pepper spray, just in case she gets assaulted like a Muslim
student at San Jose State University and others.
Even driving makes her uneasy. She now makes sure to look only straight ahead when pulling up to red lights, just in
case someone notices her hijab and reacts.
"To just start wearing a hijab and then have this election happen, it made me more nervous than it should," she said.
Despite the fear, the 18-year-old said she won't take off her hijab, though she understands why others would.
Last month on ABC News' "This Week," Trump said he wants a database and watch lists specifically for Syrian
refugees. Nearly a dozen Syrian families have arrived in Fresno since late October. The city could be designated as a
resettlement site, bringing up to 150 more families in the year afterward if approved.
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Said Habbaba, 66, came to Fresno with his wife and daughter four years ago at the beginning of the civil war, seeking
asylum. Through an interpreter, Habbaba said it's difficult to judge Trump because he hasn't done anything yet and he
understands that politicians sometimes say whatever it takes to get elected.
Still, he fears what could happen if he and his family are forced to leave.
"I hope he doesn't do what he says he's going to do," Habbaba said.
Letter heightens vigilance
The 18-year-old Fresno State student said she was scared to learn that the mosque she has attended since she was a
toddler had received a hate letter threatening Muslim genocide.
The Islamic Cultural Center of Fresno was among many mosques around the state and country to receive the letter.
Police and the FBI are investigating the mailing, which says Trump will do to Muslims what Hitler did to Jews. It
calls Muslims "filthy people" and says they "worship the devil." It is signed by "Americans for a Better Way."
Reza Nekumanesh, director of the Fresno Islamic center, said the organization received similar messages throughout
the presidential campaign. He said Trump wasn't the only candidate with Islamophobic rhetoric, pointing to Hillary
Clinton saying at the third presidential debate that Muslims are on the front lines to identify and prevent terrorist
attacks.
"That erases everything else about us," he said, "like the only value we have is somehow finding these ghost terrorists
out there, and I don't know any more than you."
Nekumanesh now worries about all immigrants and people of color under Trump's presidency, though he is
particularly concerned about Muslim women who wear a hijab and Sikhs who wear a turban or beard, because they
are visible targets.
Last year in Fresno, an elderly Sikh man was beaten and run over with a car while walking to work. Friday, the
attacker, who yelled: "ISIS. Terrorist. Let's get him," was sentenced to four years in prison for what a jury determined
was a hate crime.
Local Sikh leaders say many in their community have been on edge since the election, too.
Nekumanesh urged people to stay strong but remain vigilant.
"We don't want women to feel less empowered. The answer is not to take off the hijab and hide who you are," he said.
"And you're not doing anything wrong. You're expressing your religious identity in a country that honors religious
freedom."
Showing support Nijmeddin's non-Muslim friends refused to let Twitter trolls win. They created a hashtag campaign,
#WeAreKat. They added the phrase to their Twitter bios and changed their profile photos to pictures of Nijmeddin.
The hashtag was tweeted by hundreds of people, including many who don't know Nijmeddin personally.
"I was speechless," she said. "That's one of the nicest and most heartfelt things anyone has ever done for me. And it's
something so little." She hasn't changed her profile picture back to one of herself yet but plans to soon. The hateful
tweets have died down.
About 150 people filled the Islamic Center for a public prayer Friday afternoon. Nekumanesh said the center was
inundated with calls and messages of support after learning about the hateful letter.
One girl taped a pink heart-shaped note to the window this week, saying she had gone to the center with her mom to
vote on Election Day.
"I am sorry someone wrote hurtful things to you in a letter," the girl wrote. "I think all people should be nice and
welcoming to each other."
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Maryland elementary students challenge stereotypes with video
DONNA ST. GEORGE
The camera pans the classroom. The first close-up shows a girl in a purple headscarf. She is 10 years old, seated
at a desk besideother fourth-graders. The American flag hangs near a bulletin board in the background. The
girl rises, describing "the lie" she knows.
"Muslims are terrorists," she says into the camera.
"Black boys are bad," another student says.
"Girls are not athletic," says the next.
"Latinos can't speak English well," says another.
The message of "The Lie," recorded in a Maryland elementary school, has resonated against the backdrop of a vitriolic
presidential campaign. Its only voices are children. But in the video they are serious and earnest, identifying what
demeans them.
"Chechens are a bad influence on others," a girl says.
"Africans aren't smart," says a boy.
"Asians can't play sports," says another.
"All black people are thieves."
"People from Mexico bring nothing good."
The project at Stedwick Elementary School in Montgomery County, Md. started in the spring as a poetry assignment.
It led to school performances in May and drew a wider audience as the children's work was made into the video, posted
in late September.
It has since garnered more than 55,000 views, picking up admirers in other states and countries. Students talk briefly
about the things they have heard about themselves or other people of their religion, race, ethnicity or gender - and then
speak about what they believe is true.
"I'm white, and I'm not racist," one boy says. "I care for people who are of another race."
"I have brown skin, but I'm the same as you," a classmate says into the camera. "If you test me, I will succeed.
And you underestimate me by the color of my skin? I'm tired of the hurtful words."
"Latinos like me can speak English well," says another. "They are learning, doing their best. Have you learned
a second language? It's hard. And yeah, people yell at Latinos because they don't understand what they are
saying."
The students' words are taken from longer poems they wrote in class, ultimately recorded and edited into a piece that
runs for 2 minutes, 40 seconds. Most of the children were 10 years old when they spoke; some were 9.
"We thought it was such a great message, we wanted to capture it so we could keep the conversation going," said
Peggy Pastor, principal of Stedwick, a high-poverty school in Montgomery Village that is 45 percent Hispanic, 27
percent black, 14 percent white and 6 percent Asian. Children with backgrounds from 52 countries attend the school.
Pastor noted she had the fortune of knowing a filmmaker who agreed to do the video: her 34-year-old son, Kevin,
who owns a small film production company in Upstate New York. He said he was moved by what he heard. "You
think of 9- and 10-year-olds as such innocent human beings, and for them to be saying these things, it's heartbreaking,"
he said.
The first spark for the project came at a Stedwick staff meeting, when teachers talked about being supportive to
students who might be upset by negative remarks about minority groups as the presidential campaign flared, teacher
Melinda Nwoye said.
"We knew our children were hearing things, and they had no way to process what they were hearing," she said.
In her class, Nwoye had noticed several boys were talking about comments they had heard. When she asked the class
whether they had ever heard anything negative said about them based on their race, ethnicity, gender or religion,
students described their experiences. Classmates defended them, saying the put-downs just were not true. The reaction
was so strong, Nwoye brought the theme into a poetry project she was planning, using it as an outlet for student
expression.
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Alexandrine Bouhewa, parent of one of the students, said the experience helped her daughter, who had been told she
was too pretty to be Togolese. "She was happy to express herself, her feelings," Bouhewa said. "People assume
Africans are not beautiful."
Another parent, Tania Ramos, said she was proud to hear of her son's contribution - as were the family's friends and
relatives.
"With everything that is going on lately, they think it is a good message," she said, "and it's important for the kids to
hear that no one is going to judge them, that they are going to be treated equally regardless of where they come from
or how they speak."
The children involved, in fourth grade when they were recorded in late May, are now in fifth grade. Parents consented
to their children appearing in the video with the understanding their names would not otherwise be used, Pastor said.
Paul Geller, president of Montgomery's countywide council of PTAs, viewed the video for the first time in midNovember. "I had goose bumps about 20 seconds in," he said. "Every American should see that video."
The children's words so touched Capt. Dave Kennedy, in charge of equal employment opportunity with the
Montgomery County Fire and Rescue Service , that he asked the school for permission to use it during the diversity
training that all county firefighters must take.
"It was just powerful when 10-year-olds get the message and here we are adults, fighting and still trying to get the
message," he said, adding that firefighters and police officers have begun a mentoring program at the school.
Children ages 6 to 10 begin to understand stereotypes about racial groups, said John Diamond, a professor of
education at the University of Wisconsin in Madison. He said the project showed the power of education to help
students express themselves and learn from other young people in a diverse classroom.
"I think it's definitely the kind of work that is beneficial to young people, to reflect on their own identities and then
seek their own truths," Diamond said.
By the time the students were recorded for the video, they had memorized their work. They spoke straight into the
camera, their words gathering force.
"What is the truth?" a black student says. "I know the truth. The truth that lies in my heart. The truth about black boys.
I am black. This is me. The lie about black boys that I don't believe in and I know is not the truth. Because the truth
that is real is my truth."
"Girls can definitely be athletic," says another child.
"I am Asian. I play soccer," says another.
Other children follow.
"I can be pretty and be Togolese," a girl says. "Beautiful people come from all over the world."
"I am Latino, and I could speak English," says a boy.
"I'm not a thief," says a student who is black. "I've never stolen anything."
"I'm not a terrorist," says the Muslim girl who starts the video. "So think again."
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Trump picks defense nominee; Retired general a hardliner against 'political
Islam'
DAN LAMOTHE
President-elect Donald Trump has chosen retired Marine Gen. James Mattis to be secretary of defense,
according to people familiar with the decision, selecting a former senior military officer who has said that
responding to "political Islam" is the major security issue facing the United States.
Mattis, who retired as chief of U. S. Central Command in 2013, has often said Washington lacks an overall strategy
in the Middle East, opting to instead handle issues in an ineffective one-by-one manner.
"Is political Islam in the best interest of the United States?" Mattis said at the Heritage Foundation in 2015,
speaking about the separate challenges of the Islamic State and Iranian backed terrorism. "I suggest the answer
is no, but we need to have the discussion. If we won't even ask the question, how do we even recognize which is
our side in a fight?"
To take the job, Mattis will need Congress to pass new legislation to bypass a federal law stating that defense
secretaries must not have been on active duty in the previous seven years. Congress has granted a similar exception
just once, when Gen. George Marshall was appointed to the job in 1950.
An announcement is likely by early next week, according to the people familiar with the choice. Jason Miller, a
spokesman with the Trump transition team, tweeted Thursday evening that no decision had been made. Trump's son
Donald Jr., meanwhile, ret weeted a report saying that Mattis got the job.
Mattis, 66, served more than four decades in the Marine Corps and is known as one of the most influential military
leaders of his generation, serving as a strategic thinker while occasionally drawing rebukes for his aggressive talk.
Since retiring, he has served as a consultant and as visiting fellow with the Hoover Institution, a think tank at Stanford
University.
Like Trump, Mattis favors a tougher stance against U. S. adversaries abroad, especially Iran. The general,
speaking at the Center for Strategic and International Studies in April, said that while security discussions
often focus on terrorist groups such as the Islamic State or al-Qaida, the Iranian regime is "the single most
enduring threat to stability and peace in the Middle East."
Mattis said the next president "is going to inherit a mess" and argued that the nuclear deal signed by President Barack
Obama's administration last year may slow Iran's ambitions to get a nuclear weapon but will not stop them. But he
added that "absent a clear and present violation," he did not see a way that Washington could go back on it, because
any unilateral sanctions issued by the United States would not be as valuable if allies were not on board. Mattis
occasionally has come under scrutiny for impolitic remarks. Most notably, he said in 2005 during a panel discussion
in San Diego that "it's fun to shoot some people" and "I like brawling," drawing criticism from the Marine commandant
at the time, Gen. Michael Hagee. But Hagee also later backed Mattis, saying the general often spoke with candor to
reflect the horrors of war. Other supporters noted that he often stressed to his troops that it was important to treat
civilians in a combat zone with care
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Clergy have organized Saturday gathering in response to recent acts of hate
ADDISON INDEPENDENT
Multi-faith "Gathering of Love & Hope" will converge on Middlebury Town Green Dec. 3
MIDDLEBURY -- The Southern Poverty Law Center, a Montgomery, Ala.-based organization that tracks hate
crimes nationally, documented more than 700 instances of "hateful harassment" during the week after the Nov.
8 presidential election. At least two of those were in Middlebury: the scrawling of swastikas on the door of
Havurah House, Addison County's Jewish congregation; and F*** MUSLIMS/#TRUMP2016 on a whiteboard
outside a Middlebury College dorm room occupied by two Muslim students.
In response, the multi-faith Middlebury Area Clergy Association has organized "A Community Gathering of Love
and Hope" for midday this Saturday, Dec. 3.
That's when area citizens -- of any faith or no faith -- are invited to assemble at meeting places around greater
Middlebury between noon and 12:30 p.m. Shortly before 1 p.m. they'll begin to make their way toward the town green,
carrying donations of cash, winter clothing and food for the organization HOPE (Helping Overcome Poverty's
Effects).
On the green, a parked truck will receive the donations. Participants will be invited to leave messages of solidarity
and hope, and an ensemble will provide music for dancing.
The starting points for the processions will include Havurah House on North Pleasant Street; Middlebury United
Methodist Church (North Pleasant); the Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalist Society (Charles Avenue); and Mead
Chapel on the Middlebury College campus. But anyone similarly moved may organize a procession to the green from
anywhere else in the community, or simply show up in support without processing from a house of worship.
"After the swastika incident, we received hundreds of e-mails and countless letters of support," said Sarit Katzew, the
director of education for Havurah House. "Our sidewalks and walkway were covered with uplifting messages of hope
and love. Kids from area schools and churches made us cards, and people I'd never met would stop me to say how
upset they were by what happened and that they stand with Havurah.
"So many people wanted to do something but weren't sure what that could be. I'm thrilled to help organize this event
that gives people of all faiths and backgrounds a way to come together and do something positive -- to stand together
as a community and show that these acts of anti-Semitism and Islamophobia we've seen in Middlebury over the past
few weeks are outliers and do not represent how this community as a whole feels."
One element of the event, Katzew pointed out, originated at Manhattan's Union Square subway station and was
replicated by children at Havurah House's Hebrew School. Using Post-It notes, Havurah students addressed messages
of support to anyone who felt disheartened or threatened by recent acts of hostility and then arranged the Post-Its on
a wall in the shape of a heart. Organizers will encourage participants in the Dec. 3 event to create a similar collage,
which will be displayed around the county afterward.
"My faith teaches me that the best and most powerful response in any situation is love, and my faith connects me to
a supply of inexhaustible love," said the Rev. Tim Franklin, pastor of the Bridport Congregational Church. "On Dec.
3 we're inviting all people, no matter what they're experiencing or feeling, be it fear or anger or intimidation or anxiety,
to choose to respond with a tangible act of love.
"Bringing our donations of food and money to HOPE helps move us toward what we all want Addison County to be
-- a community of love and justice and peace. My prayer is that the love and goodwill that already exist in our
community will deepen and grow in the face of the acrimonious times we find ourselves in, and that this gathering
will be just one in a continuing series of everyday expressions of love that make Addison County a beautiful and
ennobling place to live."
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Ominous signals in Flynn pick
CLARK GILLETTE; COLUMBUS LEDGER-ENQUIRER: Columbus physician
"Personnel is policy," a widely-used expression dating back at least to the Reagan administration, has special
meaning today as we consider President-elect Trump's recent selection of retired Lt. Gen. Michael Flynn as
National Security adviser. During the campaign, Trump made several statements widely perceived to be antiMuslim; Flynn has made anti-Muslim statements that are far more pernicious. The implications of his
appointment for American Muslims are daunting.
Flynn is an adviser and a former speaker for ACT for America, an organization described by the Southern
Poverty Law Center as the "largest grassroots anti-Muslim group in America." In a speech to that organization
he described Islam as a "cancer" and "a political ideology . . . that definitely hides behind religion." He has
stated that "Sharia law is spreading in the United States" and tweeted that "Fear of Muslims is RATIONAL."
Unfortunately, Muslims in America have had to deal with more than mere rhetoric. As historian Albert Marrin pointed
out, "words have consequences." A study done at California State University found a 76% increase over the past year
in hate crimes directed at Muslims in the 20 states studied. New York City Police Commissioner James O'Neill
reported a doubling of anti-Muslim hate crimes there. There have been newspaper reports of an attempt to set a Muslim
woman's hijab on fire and a Muslim teacher who received a death threat stating she should be strangled by hers. Some
of the incidents have included written or oral statements relating to Trump or the election. In most of the cases it is
not possible to prove causation, but certainly the rhetoric has emboldened some to make their bigotry public.
I have been friends and colleagues with Muslims for the past 25 years. Some of them are very devout, praying five
times a day and observing Ramadan. Others are less outwardly religious. Some women wear a hijab, some don't; one
even wears the long flowing garment called an abaya. They have told me that they wear these as an expression of their
devotion, much the same way a Christian might wear a crucifix. What they all have in common is that they are good
people to whom I would trust my life without reservation. They are not at all to be afraid of.
One of the worst canards to come from Flynn and others is that ISIS is representative of Islam in general. The
KKK and many of the white supremacist groups cover themselves with a veil of Christianity; we rightfully
disclaim that their beliefs represent Christianity. Why are so many unable to discern the same about ISIS and
Islam? There is no reason to doubt the sincerity of the American leaders of Islam and the Islamic organizations
that have condemned, on multiple occasions, the horrors committed by ISIS.
The other monster under the bed worrying Islamophobias is that Sharia law somehow will be adopted in this
country. We have even seen the silliness of communities and states considering laws to ban it. Even if it were
possible to adopt Sharia law in a community, it would be rapidly found to be unconstitutional as a violation of
at least five amendments. If any community might try to adopt Sharia law it would be Dearborn, Mich., which
is over 40% Arab-American. Four of the seven members of city council are Arab-Americans, including the
council president, who is a Muslim. In this city of almost 100,000, with the largest percentage of ArabAmericans in this country, there has been no proposal to adopt Sharia law.
Muslims are the law enforcement officers who protect us at home and the military who serve and die in our name
abroad. They are our governmental leaders and legislators who are committed to serving our needs. They are the
teachers to whom we entrust our children and the medical professionals to whom we entrust our lives. They are the
small business owners who are the bedrock of our economy and they staff our big corporations.
Most importantly, they are our neighbors. Perhaps the first step we need to take as we move into a new era and attempt
reconcile our differences is to prayerfully consider the second part of Jesus' "Greatest Commandment" to "love your
neighbor as yourself."
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N.J. bias crimes up against Muslims
ALEX N. GECAN
While hate crimes decreased in New Jersey last year, there was a marked increase in bias crimes against
Muslims - although that number was far fewer than bias crimes reported against Jews and African Americans,
according to the State Police.
Overall, there were fewer hate crimes in New Jersey, continuing a years-long decline that bucked the national
trend. State Police recorded 367 bias incident offenses for 2015 in New Jersey, a 2 percent decrease from the
previous year. Nationally, the Federal Bureau of Investigation reported a 7 percent increase.
But New Jersey did follow the national trend when it came to hate crimes against Muslims. Nationwide, hate
crimes against Muslims increased by 67 percent in 2015 over 2014, spiking to rates not seen since the days
following Sept. 11, 2001. In New Jersey the percentage increase was significantly higher - 250 percent - but that
figure is based on the fact that the total number of hate crimes against Muslims rose from four in 2014 to 14 in
2015.
Crimes motivated by race, ethnicity and sexual preference were all down in 2015 but hate crimes motivated by
religion were up nearly 10 percent.
Below are a few figures and trends in New Jersey bias crimes, taken from the New Jersey State Police uniform crime
reports.
1. Hate crime numbers in New Jersey are falling overall
Bias crime in New Jersey has been trending downward for the last five years, though the decrease between 2014 and
2015 was much narrower than in previous years. Total reported incidents in 2010 numbered 775, followed each
successive year by 606, 553, 459, 373 and finally 367 in 2015.
2. But crimes targeting Muslims and Jews have spiked upward.
Religiously motivated hate crimes were trending downward - that is, until 2015, when they were up nearly 10 percent
in New Jersey.
Jewish New Jersey residents reported the most religiously motivated bias crimes at 113, Islamic residents reported 14
and other religions reported a total of six.
Crimes against Jews and Muslims both rose from 2014 to 2015, up from 108 against Jews and only four against
Muslims.
There were 13 bias crimes reported against Muslim New Jerseyans in 2011, nine in 2012, three in 2013, four in 2014
and 14 in 2015.
According to the Pew Research Center, Muslims comprise only three percent of adults in New Jersey, and six percent
are Jewish.
The Council on American-Islamic Relations issued a statement the day after Election Day 2016, condemning hate
graffiti that called a South Brunswick school board candidate a "raghead" and "ISIS sympathizer."
"This kind of hate speech serves to reinforce negative stereotypes and cast a shadow of suspicion and doubt
over all Muslims," said James Sues, executive director of CAIR's New Jersey chapter. "We urge state and
federal law enforcement authorities to investigate this incident as a possible hate crime."
3. Race-based crimes also disproportionately target black residents.
Black New Jerseyans were far and away the most frequent targets of racially motivated bias crimes with 141 reported
incidents in 2015, down only slightly from 145 in 2014. White residents were a distant second, with 14 reported
incidents, down from 15 in 2015.
According to U.S. Census Bureau data, fewer than 15 percent of New Jerseyans identify as black or African-American
alone. Whites comprise 72.6 percent of the state.
Asian and Asian-American residents reported seven cases.
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Of 192 offenders in 2014, 158 were white and 145 were men.
There were fewer offenders in 2015 - 159 altogether, 127 of whom were white and 123 of whom were men.
4. Crimes based on ethnicity - recorded differently from crimes based on race - targeted Hispanic, Arab and Asian
residents.
The most targeted ethnicity was Hispanic New Jerseyans with eight reported incidents. Arab and Asian-Indian victims
tied at seven each and all other ethnicities totaling nine.
The U.S. Census Bureau reported that 19.7 percent of New Jersey residents reported Hispanic or Latino ancestry.
5. Offenders also target victims based on sexual preference, ability and gender identity.
There were 19 bias crimes targeting homosexual men 2015, outnumbering all other crimes motivated by sexual
orientation, which totaled 15.
There were three reported hate crimes against handicapped victims and two against victims based on their gender
identities.
6. Advocates are concerned about another uptick in 2016.
The Southern Poverty Law Center instantly began collecting reports of hate crimes following Donald Trump's election
to president of the United States.
"Since the election, we've seen a big uptick in incidents of vandalism, threats, intimidation spurred by the rhetoric
surrounding Mr. Trump's election," Richard Cohen, president of the Southern Poverty Law Center in Montgomery,
Alabama, told USA TODAY in an earlier interview. "The white supremacists out there are celebrating his victory and
many are feeling their oats," Cohen said.
The Southern Poverty Law Center reported that it counted 897 distinct hate incidents in the 10 days after Election
Day. Of those, seven took place in New Jerse
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Canadian Muslim teen beaten in race-related attack, family believes
FRED BARBASH
A Muslim teenager of Pakistani origin was brutally beaten Sunday in Hamilton, Ontario by white men with
baseball bats and his family believes the attack was "race related."
Hamilton police, in a news release, said the boy, Noah Rabbani, was walking in the early morning hours around
midnight when a car drove up beside him and stopped. Two males were seen exiting the car, one of them holding a
baseball bat, they said, with which the boy was struck several times in the head.
The men took his backpack, ran back to their car and fled. The CBC quoted Hamilton Police Constable Asuf
Khokar saying the investigation was ongoing and that police were "looking at all aspects."
Noah, according to the family, remains in intensive care with "extensive injuries to his brain, jaw, limbs and
spine."
The CBC said Noah, 15, was scheduled to undergo surgery for a blood clot on his brain and lacks movement on the
right side of his body.
He had been visiting a friend overnight and was on his way home, CBC reported.
Noah's aunt, Salima Hafeez, said in a Facebook post that she has little doubt that the attack was race related.
"The number of race related attacks and vandalism in Canada seems to be increasing in the last month," she
wrote. ". . ..What are we as a community going to do about it? What are our politicians going to do about it?"
She added:
"Our family is asking for your help. We want you to share this message so that the attackers can be caught as soon as
possible . . ..We want you to share this message so that our communities start talking about racism and Islamophobia
which appear to be on the rise. We want you to share this message so that our politicians can start to speak up about
what they are going to do to protect our children and communities. Please keep Noah in your thoughts and prayers
and speak up if you see any acts of violence."
She described Noah as a "quiet, kind boy" and an "exceptional student" at Saltfleet High School, where he has won
numerous academic awards.
In the U.S., hate crimes against Muslims are their highest level in more than a decade, an increase attributed
to anger over terrorist attacks and anti-Islam rhetoric on the campaign trail, as The Washington Post recently
reported.
Anti-immigrant and anti-Muslim rhetoric increased in Canada, along with an increase in hate incidents, Amira
Elghawaby, communications director of the National Council of Canadian Muslims, told the Middle East Eye
recently, though no recent statistics appeared to be available on the subject.
The Toronto Star, in a Nov. 15 article, reported a "rash of widely reported racist and xenophobic incidents in
Toronto," including posters urging whites to join the "alt-right."
The Toronto Globe and Mail reported a number of "shocking incidents of hate" in Ottawa, where a mosque, a
synagogue and a church with a black pastor have been spray painted with swastikas and racial slurs.
An avowed supporter of Donald Trump, the paper said, was filmed yelling at a black man on a Toronto
streetcar, telling him to "go back to your f----g country" and "Go Trump."
"I do believe that the American election has legitimized the ultra-right and they feel much more emboldened,"
Toronto City Councillor Janet Davis told the paper.
Police described the attackers as white males, one about 5-foot-6 with a thin build and one about 5-foot-8.
canada-beating
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Donald Trump picks retired Marine Gen. Mattis to lead Pentagon
DAN LAMOTHE
President-elect Donald Trump has chosen retired Marine Gen. James Mattis to be secretary of defense,
according to people familiar with the decision, selecting a former senior military officer who has said that
responding to "political Islam" is the major security issue facing the United States.
Mattis, who retired as chief of U.S. Central Command in 2013, has often said that Washington lacks an overall strategy
in the Middle East, opting to instead handle issues in an ineffective one-by-one manner.
"Is political Islam in the best interest of the United States?" Mattis said at the Heritage Foundation in 2015,
speaking about the separate challenges of the Islamic State and Iranian-backed terrorism. "I suggest the
answer is no, but we need to have the discussion. If we won't even ask the question, how do we even recognize
which is our side in a fight?"
To take the job, Mattis will need Congress to pass new legislation to bypass a federal law stating that defense
secretaries must not have been on active duty in the previous seven years. Congress has granted a similar exception
just once, when Gen. George Marshall was appointed to the job in 1950.
An announcement is likely by early next week, according to the people familiar with the choice. Jason Miller, a
spokesman with the Trump transition team, tweeted Thursday evening that no decision had been made. Trump's son
Donald Jr., meanwhile, retweeted a report saying that Mattis got the job.
Mattis, 66, served more than four decades in the Marine Corps and is known as one of the most influential military
leaders of his generation, serving as a strategic thinker while occasionally drawing rebukes for his aggressive talk.
Since retiring, he has served as a consultant and as a visiting fellow with the Hoover Institution, a think tank at Stanford
University.
Like Trump, Mattis favors a tougher stance against U.S. adversaries abroad, especially Iran. The general,
speaking at the Center for Strategic and International Studies in April, said that while security discussions
often focus on terrorist groups such as the Islamic State or al-Qaida, the Iranian regime is "the single most
enduring threat to stability and peace in the Middle East."
Mattis said the next president "is going to inherit a mess" and argued that the nuclear deal signed by President
Barack Obama's administration last year may slow Iran's ambitions to get a nuclear weapon but will not stop them.
But he added that "absent a clear and present violation," he did not see a way that Washington could go back on it,
because any unilateral sanctions issued by the United States would not be as valuable if allies were not on board.
"In terms of strengthening America's global standing among European and Middle Eastern nations alike, the sense is
that America has become somewhat irrelevant in the Middle East, and we certainly have the least influence in 40
years," Mattis said.
But Mattis may break with Trump's practice of calling out allies for not doing enough to build stability. Mattis served
from November 2007 to August 2010 as the supreme allied commander of transformation for the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization, focused on improving the military effectiveness of allies. Trump called NATO "obsolete" earlier this
year before saying later that he was "all for NATO" but wanted all members to spend at least 2 percent of their gross
domestic product on defense, a NATO goal.
"The president-elect is smart to think about putting someone as respected as Jim Mattis in this role," said a former
senior Pentagon official. "He's a warrior, scholar and straight shooter - literally and figuratively. He speaks truth to
everyone and would certainly speak truth to this new commander in chief."
But the official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss Trump's personnel choices, said: "If there's any
concern at all, it's the principle of civilian control over the military. This role was never intended to be a kind of Joint
Chiefs of Staff on steroids, and that's the biggest single risk tied to Mattis. For Mattis, the biggest risk for him
personally is that he will have a national security adviser in the form of Mike Flynn whose management style and
extreme views may arch Mattis's eyebrows and cause conflict over time. It's no fun to be secretary of defense if you
have to constantly feud with the White House."
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Mattis, whose nicknames include "Mad Dog" and the "Warrior Monk," has had a leading hand in some of the U.S.
military's most significant operations in the past 20 years. As a one-star general, he led an amphibious task force of
Marines that carried out a November 2001 raid in helicopters on Afghanistan's Kandahar province, giving the
Pentagon a new foothold against the Taliban after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks. Using the call sign "Chaos," he
commanded a division of Marines during the U.S. invasion of Iraq in 2003 and returned there the following year to
lead Marines in bloody street fighting in the city of Fallujah.
Mattis continued to rise through the ranks and establish his credentials as a military thinker, co-authoring the U.S.
military's new counterinsurgency manual with then-Army Lt. Gen. David Petraeus while Mattis was a three-star
general at Quantico, Virginia.
He was considered a leading contender to become commandant of the Marine Corps in 2010 but was bypassed in
favor of Gen. James Amos. Instead, Mattis replaced Petraeus as the chief of Central Command, overseeing U.S.
military operations across the Middle East.
Even though Central Command did not encompass Israel, Mattis made a concerted effort to reach out to his Israeli
military counterparts, according to Steven Simon, who worked with Mattis when he served on Obama's National
Security Council.
Simon, who now teaches at Amherst College, said Mattis made frequent stops in Israel during trips to the region, part
of an effort to encourage the Jewish state and its Arab neighbors to work together to counter Iranian influence. "They
respected Mattis because they saw him as a straight shooter and a good listener," Simon said of the Israelis and Arabs.
The general retired from that position in 2013, about five months earlier than expected, prompting speculation that
he was forced out after clashing with some in the Obama administration on Iran policy. U.S. officials denied that was
the case at the time, and Mattis declined to comment.
Mattis occasionally has come under scrutiny for impolitic remarks. Most notably, he said in 2005 during a panel
discussion in San Diego that "it's fun to shoot some people" and "I like brawling," drawing criticism from the Marine
commandant at the time, Gen. Michael Hagee. But Hagee also later backed Mattis, saying the general often spoke
with candor to reflect the horrors of war. Other supporters noted that he often stressed to his troops that it was important
to treat civilians in a combat zone with care.
It is unclear whether the legislation required to make Mattis the Pentagon chief will be difficult to obtain from
Congress. A 1947 national security law said that a general must wait 10 years from leaving active duty before
becoming defense secretary. An exception was granted on a one-time basis for Marshall, with lawmakers saying in
special legislation at the time that it was the "sense of the Congress that after General Marshall leaves the office of
Secretary of Defense, no additional appointments of military men to that office shall be approved."
The 10-year period was reduced to seven years in 2008 for several senior civilian defense positions, including defense
secretary.
Congress could follow the model set by Marshall's nomination to similarly waive restrictions for Mattis, and leaders
may try to vote on legislation paving the way for Mattis's nomination early next year, before Trump formally takes
office. In years past, Senate committees have also held confirmation hearings for Cabinet secretaries before incoming
presidents deliver their formal nominations following inauguration.
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Campus sees increase in nighttime safety measures
Nisa Khan
After two crime alerts for hate crimes occurred near the University of Michigan's campus in Ann Arbor last
month, Kinesiology sophomore Brianna Kennedy has started taking SafeRide, a free after-hours
transportation system, every night to get home after a full night of studying - and she's not the only one taking
extra precautions.
"(Walking home alone) is not something I would choose to do if I had the option not to with SafeRide or the
bus," Kennedy said. "I would choose that over walking home because of the recent incidents and all that's been
going on."
On the Friday after President-elect Donald Trump's win, a female Muslim student was approached by a man
who demanded she take off her hijab, threatening to light her on fire if she refused. Days later, another female
student was pushed down a hill after being ethnically intimidated on campus. As well, several incidents have
occured that have not been sent out as alerts. Two weeks ago, an unknown man cut a woman's face with a
safety pin on East Liberty Street, four men assaulted a University lecturer and an Ann Arbor resident found
swastikas drawn on his door.
Since the incidents and the subsequent increased in student demand for more safety resources, SafeRide has expanded
its usual 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. hours to 8 p.m. to 2 a.m., driving students within a one-mile radius of the Central and North
campuses.
"I think it's helpful," Kennedy said. "Just with it being winter and the fact that it gets darker earlier. So (the new hours)
keep in mind the students."
Steve Dolen, executive director of Logistics, Transportation and Parking, declined to cite the alerts as a reason
for the expansion in hours in an e-mail interview.
"I couldn't speculate that (the ride increase was due to the fear from crime alerts)," he wrote. "The data doesn't
show that."
Dolen wrote the new start time for SafeRide is a pilot and will be evaluated as it progresses.
"We will keep track of demand," he wrote in an email interview. "Whether or not it will be permanent is still (to be
determined)."
According to Dolen, SafeRide currently has three operating vans. While the University is not looking into adding a
fourth van, he wrote that three vans have been enough to cover student demand. SafeRide is generally requested a
thousand times per month and increases during the month of November when the weather starts to get colder.
SafeRide is not the only t`ransportation system the University offers. Ride Home also runs from 2 a.m. to 7 a.m.,
providing free shared taxis from the Shapiro Undergraduate Library. State Street Ride functions as another service,
transporting students to the South State Street Commuter, and runs from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. Monday through Friday.
Diane Brown, Division of Public Safety and Security spokeswoman, said SafeRide was derived from an earlier
concept of SafeWalk, a campus accompaniment service for those who do not want to walk alone on campus at night,
in the early 2000s. The University began offering rides in the SafeWalk program in 2001. She said there is talk of
reviving the program again for the upcoming months, but they are not finalized.
Students have also been planning programs similar to SafeWalk, independently organizing walking systems and
providing support to others after hours. Emma Kaye, an LSA and Business senior, had been planning for a buddy
system night since the beginning of the year in hopes of spreading awareness about the prevalence of sexual assault
on campus.
However, she said her plans changed due to the crime alerts on campus and her sense of heightened xenophobia on
campus following the election.
"Part way through (the week of elections) ... we started getting those crime alerts and they were talking about things
going on campus," she said. "I think that sparked something within us and in our volunteers as well. Obviously, it is
a horrifying thing; we felt like it became more about safety in general on campus rather than only about sexual assault."

302

Trump's win sparked negative reactions from many University students over worries about his campaign rhetoric, with
multiple student protests on campus in the weeks following his victory. University President Mark Schlissel appeared
at one of the events, applauding University students for overwhelmingly supporting Democratic presidential nominee
Hillary Clinton.
"Ninety percent of you rejected the kind of hate and the fractiousness and the longing for some kind of idealized
version of a nonexistent yesterday that was expressed during the campaign," Schlissel said during the November
protest.
Kaye said she and three other friends launched a walking night a few weeks after the election. The volunteers, she
explained, had 30-minute shifts and worked in teams of two, with both male and female students in the pair. On their
first night, she said, the group walked about 25 students home, the majority of them female.
"One of the greatest responses we got was from a guy who came and volunteered and what he said encompassed
everything we wanted from the night too," she said. "He said, 'Look, as a man, I don't deal with this or feel this fear. I
don't feel afraid walking on this campus and with everything going on now and especially as a white male, I don't feel
that.' And he said it was extremely eye-opening to see how much people needed this and to feel to understand what
other people went through even if it is a little bit."
Kaye said even a student who declined to be walked home volunteered to help other students and expressed his
gratitude for the service.
"I didn't expect the response that it got," she said. "Probably one of the greatest experiences I have had in this
University was having my friends and even these people I didn't know really back this up and show a lot of support."
The group's hope was to start a culture of supporting other students, making it a norm to walk others home and check
up on friends regularly.
"It's not that this one night was going to solve it," she said. "It's not. It was hoping to show that this is a problem. And
even if a couple of people started asking if they want to be walked home and even to strangers, I would think that
would be a success."
She noted frustrations with current University services like SafeRide, saying she believed it to be a useful resource
but, in her experience, there was a 30- to 40-minute wait time, leading some students to avoid the service.
Dolen wrote there is an application for SafeRide that was launched this fall that could aid the frustration of waiting
for the ride. The app will also suggest other ways to get home that could be faster than the SafeRide.
"Another piece that we are just getting launched (in the application) is when you choose a ride it will also let you
know when the next bus would be arriving and if it may be closer to you," Dolen wrote. "So if the SafeRide van can't
be there in 15 minutes, there might be a bus and the bus stop would be just outside if you were to stay in Shapiro.
There might be a bus getting there in 10 minutes and it is going pretty close to the same location."
Evelyn Alsultany, associate professor of Arab and Muslim American Studies, is the head of the Islamophobia Working
Group, another organization on campus aiming to make the walk home more comfortable for students. The group is
currently building a way to have specialized walking systems for Muslim students, as many felt Islamophobia on
campus after the female student wearing the hijab was threatened.
"After the recent hate crimes, we updated the resource list to include information on safe rides since many students
are fearful of walking alone on campus, especially female students who wear the hijab," Alsultany wrote in an email.
"The Muslim Students' Association is facilitating a system of walking in pairs and groups, especially at night."
LSA junior Haleemah Aqel, part of the Islamophobia Working Group's student initiative, said she is working with the
Muslim Students' Association representatives to create a walking system for those who feel unsafe walking home at
night.
"We sent out reminders after the first crime alert like, 'Hey, remember not to walk home at night. Make sure you are
always walking home with a buddy,' " she said.
The MSA's Facebook page currently has a list of phone numbers of students willing to walk people home.
"I am definitely hoping this is something we can keep for the future," Aqel said. "I know that a lot of these initiatives
have come out of aftermath of the election. But I think in general, safety should be considered. Whatever the politics
and climate around our (campus) is, safety should always be something. Because who knows what could happen?
Because this could be a great system for the future, maybe 10 years from now."
Aqel said overall, the crime alerts were a sad reminder about the general sentiment toward Muslims in the United
States.
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"It's sad to say I am not surprised that happened because of the climate not only on campus but in the U.S.," she said.
"Xenophobia is such a prevalent issue in our society. These instances are so 'Wow I can't believe this,' but at the same
time I can. It was bound to happen."
Another organized effort to create walking systems, Wolverine Guard, has also launched in the past weeks and has a
list of phone numbers on Facebook similar to MSA's approach.
Faculty have also gotten involved - a team of faculty recently launched Teamworks, a Canvas site that provides
resources and support for students.
Anne Berg, assistant director of undergraduate studies and the organizer of Teamworks, said the site was created after
a graduate student told her some of her students wouldn't come to class the Friday after the election because they were
too scared to be on campus. Berg said she attended post-election events to hear from students as well.
"I went to the meeting that Dean Martin organized for students and spoke with a bunch of students there, on
the Monday after the election," Berg said. "And many said that they were terrified walking around campus that was just after the woman was threatened. ... People were really, really raw in general."
Berg said she hopes Teamworks can stay in place for the long term. After presenting the idea to the administration,
the site is set to be a trial run to see how students respond to it.
"(Students) said that something faculty monitored would give them a better sense of security because what students
have done is quickly set up Facebook groups," she said.
The Canvas site currently has 30 members, most of whom are students.
Berg said building a community within Teamworks would help create a more comfortable space, adding that the team
was interested in planning events to allow more networking. She added that she thought it was the job of students and
faculty alike to keep both the walking system and the general climate of campus safe and supportive.
"I think what is really important in this political situation is that students of color, minority students, for whatever
reason they feel, it is not upon them to stake their claims and be safe," she said. "But rather it is for everyone on
campus to make sure we are a community and we belong together. And the type of rhetoric and actions has no place
in Michigan. I think there really is a responsibility of students who do feel safe and faculty as well to offer themselves
as a resource and to be there and say, 'This is our community and we are here to defend it. We won't let this destroy
us.' "
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Michael Flynn, a Top Trump Adviser, Ties China and North Korea to
Jihadists
EDWARD WONG
President-elect Donald J. Trump's pick for national security adviser, retired Lt. Gen. Michael T. Flynn, has
been much more outspoken about militant Islamists than he has about China and North Korea, the two main
strategic concerns of the United States in Asia.
That has left scholars and analysts looking for clues about his views on Asia. A book published in July for which
he was a co-author, ''The Field of Fight: How We Can Win the Global War Against Radical Islam and Its
Allies,'' offers some tea leaves. The half-dozen mentions of China and North Korea are couched in generalities,
but there are glimpses into what the general thinks of the two nations.
General Flynn wrote that the United States needed to confront a global ''alliance'' between ''radical Islamists''
and the governments of China and North Korea, as well as Russia.
China and North Korea are officially secular Communist states, and China has blamed religious extremists for
violence in Muslim areas of its Xinjiang region. In the book, General Flynn acknowledges that people may find the
idea of an alliance between the Communist nations and jihadists to be strange, but asserts that it exists. He does not
go into details on the alliance.
General Flynn is about to take on one of the most important foreign policy jobs in the United States government. He
will be expected to coordinate policy-making agencies, manage competing voices and act as Mr. Trump's main
adviser, and perhaps arbiter, on foreign policy.
By appointing General Flynn, a former Army intelligence officer, Mr. Trump has signaled that he intends to prioritize
policy on the Middle East and jihadist groups, though the Obama administration seems to have stressed to Mr. Trump
the urgency of dealing with North Korea's nuclear program.
General Flynn is an outspoken critic of political Islam and has advocated a global campaign led by the United
States against ''radical Islam.'' He once wrote in a Twitter post that ''Fear of Muslims is RATIONAL.''
Based on his book, that campaign is the framework through which General Flynn sees China and North
Korea. In the introduction, he wrote that radical Islamists ''are not alone, and are allied with countries and
groups who, though not religious fanatics, share their hatred of the West, particularly the United States and
Israel.''
The introduction continued, ''Those allies include North Korea, Russia, China, Cuba and Venezuela.''
The general expanded on his definition of the anti-Western alliance: ''The war is on. We face a working coalition
that extends from North Korea and China to Russia, Iran, Syria, Cuba, Bolivia, Venezuela and Nicaragua. We
are under attack, not only from nation-states directly, but also from Al Qaeda, Hezbollah, ISIS and countless
other terrorist groups.''
''Suffice to say, the same sort of cooperation binds together jihadis, Communists and garden-riety tyrants,''
he added
General Flynn mentioned reports that North Korea had cooperated with Syria and Iran on nuclear programs
and trade. Iran is the ''linchpin'' of the global anti-Western network, he wrote.
The general also wrote that there was a common ideology that bound the nations and militant Islamists together.
''There are many similarities between these dangerous and vicious radicals and the totalitarian movements of
the last century,'' he wrote. ''No surprise that we are facing an alliance between Radical Islamists and regimes
in Havana, Pyongyang, Moscow and Beijing. Both believe that history, and/or Allah, blesses their efforts, and
so both want to ensure that this glorious story is carefully told.''
Early in his career, General Flynn served with the 25th Infantry Division in the Asia-Pacific region. He wrote: ''This
opened up my eyes to the type of enemies we saw across a wide swath of the Asia-Pacific rim. There were many,
and still are.''
General Flynn did not reply to a request made via Twitter on Wednesday for an interview.
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John Delury, a scholar of Chinese history and the Koreas at Yonsei University in Seoul, South Korea, said in an
interview that after reading General Flynn's book, he was struck by the contrast between the general's focus on Islam
and the Obama administration's ''pivot'' to Asia from the Middle East.
''Flynn's obsession with eliminating radical Islam is likely to color his view of everything else -- including key
strategic questions facing East Asia, like the rise of China, resurgence of Japan and nuclear breakout of North
Korea,'' he said. ''Running the National Security Council is all about juggling priorities, keeping your eye on
the ball while maintaining strategic balance. Flynn doesn't come across as much of a juggler. For him, there is
only one ball out there. If Flynn is able to press his global war on radical Islam, America's rivals in Asia will seize
the opportunity to further their interests.''
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The Observer
November 27, 2016

Why do so many Muslim women find it hard to integrate in Britain? Ahead of
a crucial report, we report on the battle faced by Britain's most excluded
demographic
Mark Townsend
As gender politics go, it was unquestionably a modest step, but in Bradford's Carlisle business centre the development
felt seismic.
For five years Haniya had been striving to secure a job in digital marketing. It seemed not to matter that the 28-yearold had the qualifications, the aptitude, the ambition. Friends watched her confidence drain away. Haniya considered
removing her hijab, the Islamic headscarf. Burying the fact she was a Muslim became the final option.
In front of 50 women at the centre in Bradford's Manningham district, Haniya announced she'd finally entered the
workplace. "That was great news, but for many discrimination within the labour market, along with a lack of
opportunities, creates a fatigue that eventually erodes self-esteem," said Bana Gora, chief executive of Bradford's
Muslim Women's Council.
Haniya had triumphed where most peers had failed. Being a Muslim woman in Brexit Britain offers few advantages
but does guarantee membership to the most economically disadvantaged group in UK society. In Manningham, where
the last census found three-quarters of its 20,000 population were Muslim, the prevailing concern is that emboldened
bigotry and Islamophobia unleashed in the wake of the Brexit vote threatens to marginalise Muslim women to the
point that they are effectively excluded.
Seven miles from the business centre, past Bradford's central mosque and south along the A651, lies the west
Yorkshire market town of Birstall. Here, outside its library at 12:53pm on 16 June, Labour MP Jo Cox was fatally
attacked by an extreme rightwing terrorist as the EU referendum campaign approached its finale.
Cox's murderer Thomas Mair was sentenced to prison for the rest of his life. The 53-year-old is a white supremacist
who considers immigration anathema to British values and who hoped his crime would inflame multicultural tensions.
The government's forthcoming report into integration - the first state-backed exploration of the issue for 15 years arrives against a febrile backdrop. Conceived in July 2015, the report's lead author, Louise Casey, appreciates that the
debate on race, the self-identity of Britain itself, has shifted dramatically since its inception.
Casey's team are acutely sensitive to how the rightwing media will articulate its contents, particularly new Home
Office research confirming that pockets of London, Birmingham and other cities are increasingly mono-ethnic with
immigrant populations larger than 50%, confirming a steep rise over the last decade. "It'll be seized upon by Brexiters,
who'll want to close the border, while the left aren't able to talk about it," said a source close to Casey's review.
But the report's main thrust remains unaltered, namely attempting to improve "opportunity and integration" for ethnic
minorities who largely remain on the outside looking in. Issues of segregation and inequality remain, factors identified
in the wake of the 2001 race riots that engulfed Manningham and prompted a Home Office report that identified
parallel lives between ethnicities that "do not touch at any point, let alone overlap".
Gora says things have improved vastly in the period since, but the shift of Islamophobic rhetoric into the mainstream
has perturbed Bradford's Muslim women.
"These are scary times, there's a heightened fear and anxiety over what the future holds. The Muslim
community feels it's under a magnifying glass. The rhetoric in the media, constant negative messages being
disseminated. It's unsettling," she said. Even in Manningham, racist attacks have happened. "We've had
women with their headscarves ripped off," said Gora nodding to Carlisle Road, lined with charity stores and a
green-domed masjid.
Casey's 17-month investigation across the UK, which included a visit to Manningham's business centre, found that
Muslim women were being squeezed further from mainstream society. Many had given up trying to find a job.
Acquiring economic independence, pursuing a career, meeting new people had become a pipe dream for the majority.
A three-tiered system of discrimination was discovered: being a woman, being from an ethnic minority, and finally
being a Muslim.
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In a briefing note to Casey, the Runnymede Trust said that Pakistani and Bangladeshi women encountered
"discrimination at every stage of the recruitment process".
Selina Ullah, chair of the MWC, said the cumulative rejection from prospective employers allied to horror stories
from friends meant that many felt unable to land a job. "They don't really believe they can do things, they start
automatically screening themselves out of certain positions, subsconciously thinking they are not worthy. They know
they're not on a level playing field to start with."
She added: "If you have a CV fit for purpose and you've been rejected for similar jobs on many occasions, it
affects you. Issues of low aspirations and confidence combined with a degree of racism start in the education
sector." Various studies quantify the marginalisation of Muslim women. MPs in August revealed that white
women are three times less likely to be unemployed (6.8%) than black women (17.7%). Bottom of the pile were
Pakistani and Bangladeshi women (20.5%). Last year the Office for National Statistics found almost two-thirds of
Muslim women aged 16-64 were out of work. By contrast 69% of British working-age women had a job. Numerous
reasons are cited, including insufficient role models, along with cultural pressures on women to focus on their families
rather than build careers.
Casey's research found that in some parts of the UK, particularly Birmingham, even when women turn to the local
mosque they can be sidelined. "Many don't have a voice; when they go to volunteer at the mosques the men don't give
them any opportunities. They're locked out," said Fiyaz Mughal, director of Faith Matters, which contributed to the
integration review. He says the recruitment process itself can prove a tortuous affair riddled with bias. Women
recount illegal forms of interrogation at job interviews like being asked if they are married or if they will
contemplate removing their headscarf. "They keep saying: 'I can't get a job, I've applied hundreds of times.'
Others tell us: 'When I turn up I get questions like would I wear that all the time?" In August the parliamentary
women and equalities committee urged ministers to introduce "name-blind recruitment" to stop employers dismissing
names that were not white-sounding.
"There's a subconscious bias against foreign-sounding names, names that are hard to read. Secondly, recruitment
panels like to recruit people who look like themselves. If you are a Muslim woman wearing a headscarf it depends
on whether the panel buy into it," said Ullah. Considerable evidence indicates that a minority are willing to "buy
into" the hijab.
On Tuesday, Bradford's MWC will unveil a new book on the heritage of the hijab, noting its similarities to head
coverings connected to Judaism and Christianity. More than 300 people have been invited to its launch at the city's
National Media Museum, an event designed to strengthen bonds between the Abrahamic faiths. Gora hopes the book's
message might dampen hostility towards the hijab which has become deeply politicised over recent years.
Mughal says women are frequently targeted in the street for wearing the headscarf. New police figures obtained
by the Observer reveal that incidents of anti-Muslim hate crime are eight times higher this year in Bradford
than Rotherham, the South Yorkshire town where the grooming scandal has prompted racial tensions.
West Yorkshire police recorded 40 incidents in Bradford between January and September, the highest number for any
town and city in the force area. Of the 137 cases recorded in West Yorskhire, 60 were violence against the person and
47 harassment.
The anti-Muslim hate crime hotline Tell Mama recorded another 23 incidents in the region during that period.
a new national anti-hate crime campaign will be unveiled in parliament with a focus on ensuring ethnic minority
communities feel more protected. Another welcome development, according to Gora, is if Casey's review helps
precipitate a change in the language used: "There needs to be more positive language, the government's rhetoric needs
to be looked at. We cannot continue with this language of Muslims as the enemy within."
Few are holding their breath. Critics say the principal word in Casey's review - integration - is clumsy and loaded,
giving the impression that unless ethnic minorities commit to total assimilation they have failed.
Yet in this corner of West Yorkshire there is also hope. Concerned that the buoyant textile industry near Bradford was
employing low levels of Muslim women, the council introduced initiatives to entice its local Pakistani and Bangladeshi
workforce into a sewing academy. Mark Clayton of Bradford council said: "Women are by far the largest group
adversely affected directly by inequality, which can be compounded by economic, social and cultural barriers."
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£3k Uk Benefits Funded Brussels Terror Suspect'
REBECCA CAMBER CRIME CORRESPONDENT
THE terror suspect at the centre of the Brussels and Paris bombings was funded by two British Muslims who
gave him £3,000 in a Birmingham park, a court heard yesterday.
Mohamed Abrini, the so-called Man in the Hat' at the scene of the Brussels airport attack, flew to Britain months
earlier where he toured casinos, hotels and shopping centres after meeting two extremists who wanted to assist him in
acts of terrorism, it was alleged.
Mohammed Ali Ahmed, 27, and Zakaria Boufassil, 26, are accused of handing over a bag of money they had collected
from benefits payments made to a missing jihadi who had fled Britain almost a year earlier to fight for Islamic State
in Syria.
Kingston Crown Court in south west London heard how Abrini spent a week in Britain blowing cash in casinos, hotels
and shopping centres in Manchester, London and Birmingham after he was handed the money by the alleged terrorists
in July last year. The 31-year-old Belgian of Moroccan origin was arrested in Brussels and charged with terrorist
murder' after he was captured on CCTV at Brussels airport wearing a distinctive hat and pushing a luggage trolley
alongside Ibrahim El Bakraoui and Najim Laachraoui, who detonated bombs hidden in suitcases which killed 12
people on March 22.
Another 20 people died in an attack on Maalbeek metro station less than two hours later.
Abrini is also being investigated by French authorities in connection with the November 13 attacks in Paris last year,
which killed 130 across the city.
Abrini flew in to Heathrow on July 9 where he stayed at the Hotel Sophia in Paddington and gambled at the Grosvenor
Casino in Victoria. He took a coach to Birmingham the next day where he went to another casino. The following day
he travelled to Small Heath Park, just a mile from Birmingham city centre, after receiving a phone call from Boufassil,
the jury was told. During a secret meeting at the 43-acre park, he was handed a bag of cash.
Abrini told Belgian police following his arrest in April that he was told to go to the park several times' only to find no
one there.
But on his third day in Birmingham he was instructed to wait for a person with a blue jacket and three-quarter-length
trousers' and follow that man at a distance of ten yards.
He was led to a forest where a second person was waiting with £3,000 in £20 notes, who Abrini said was called
Zakaria', it was alleged.
The money came from the bank account of Anwar Haddouchi, an IS fighter who was still receiving unemployment,
child and housing benefits even though he had left the country in August 2014 with his wife, the court heard.
Prosecuting, Max Hill QC said Boufassil, Ahmed and Abrini all regularly swapped SIM cards within their phones, to
keep their activities clandestine'. Both Ahmed and Abrini used tradecraft' techniques, designed to make mobile phone
use hard to detect by outsiders', he added.
Boufassil was arrested at Gatwick airport on April 15 as he returned from Morocco. Ahmed had been detained the
previous day.
Ahmed, of Birmingham, has admitted handing over the cash and engaging in conduct in preparation for acts of
terrorism. Boufassil, also of Birmingham, denies one count of preparing for acts of terrorism.
The trial continues.
© Daily Mail

310

Arab Times
November 24, 2016

'Vote for sunny tomorrow'
Ahmad Al-Sarraf
The Arab region has been facing threats from the religious terrorist organizations, particularly the Muslim
Brotherhood group -- the mother of all of them. These terrorist groups have put the region on the road to
catastrophe, unlike at any other time in the Arab region's modern history.
Most of these religious parties have offended and harmed the human, economic, urban and legislative development
and also the security. These parties have not only stopped the wheel of progress but taken these countries into the
realm of backwardness.
If we look at life 40 years ago in the streets of our cities, the social and humanitarian situation in the region, we will
be shocked and surprised. Nothing has remained the same, everything has changed for the worse and the situation
continues to get worse every day because of the negativities in almost everything we touch or feel.
If we compare the photographs of the same period with the photographs of other countries, we will find over the years
these countries have evolved from the human, industrial and social point of view to keep pace with the other countries.
They have moved forward and we have not.
Only the Middle Eastern Arab states have been the exceptions to the rule. These states have undergone the changes
different from the rest of the world because their focus was confined to the less significant issues such as luxury cars,
buildings and streets.
"In contrast the faces have become more serious and grimmer, the clothes have increased in length and in a strange
manner, and family relations have become more disturbing due to religious misconceptions and disputes between a
son and his father and between brothers and everything fell apart because of our religious interpretations.
The societal acrimony and religious discrimination have become deep-rooted, because we paid more attention to
religious issues according to our whims at the expense of the requirements of life but failed at both levels.
If we go to India, Sri Lanka, Taiwan, Korea, Russia, or the European and other Asian or African countries, we find
that the changes there are on par with the laws of the nature but we in spite of having good universities such as the
universities of Beirut, Cairo, Tunisia, Syria and Iraq we lag behind because the outputs from these universities have
been miserable.
We also had humanitarian associations but since then they have disappeared after they fell under the control of the
extremists and militants.
We also had a promising new beginning, our curriculum was advanced and everything went well, but all this
disappeared after we closed the door on women and blocked out light and air. We made our women subjected to the
thoughts and opinions of the leaders of al-Qaeda and DAESH leaders and their followers who succeeded in persuading
some people in the region about their opinions.
Therefore, over the past two or three decades we have headed the list of countries which lack transparency and
democracy -- countries where growth and development has stopped because we have continuously shunned humanity.
Though some believed that the reason for the failure of Egypt, for example, where the Muslim Brotherhood group has
grown and affected the country more than the others, was due to limited resources and increasing population, the
response is that nowhere in the world the situation has gone from bad to worse. A perfect example of countries like
India and China where the population has been increasing and in millions every year, but that did not stop their
progress.
I write here in the hope of cautioning those who did not pay attention to the risk of the Brotherhood. There is a need
not to vote for the candidates of the religious parties, especially the Muslim Brotherhood, the party that had earlier
boycotted the previous elections and had vowed never to return if the situation remained the same.
Now they have gone back on their promise and broken their vows, not because they love the goodness, and bring hope
to the homeland, but to achieve their ambitions and their personal interests and their love for worldly belongings.
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Gianaris, civil rights groups speak out after spate of bias incidents
BILL PARRY
The NYPD's Hate Crimes Task Force is investigating a possible bias crime that occurred Saturday night in
Long Island City in which a group of three white men attacked a Muslim teenager. The 17-year-old was sitting
outside 21-35 21st St.just after 7 p.m. when the assailants approached and one yelled, "I don't want no Muslims
(expletive) sitting on this bench," according to an NYPD spokeswoman.
A scuffle ensued and one of the men struck the victim with a bottle to the face, police said. The victim was taken to
Elmhurst Hospital Center where he was listed in stable condition with an eye injury.
The attack comes after two other bias incidents in western Queens. On Nov. 17, a Muslim Uber driver recorded
hateful remarks directed towards his religion by another driver at the intersection of Crescent Street and 41st Avenue
and on Nov. 11 at the 30th Avenue N/W subway station in Astoria, two swastikas were drawn on the wall.
State Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-Astoria) joined civil rights groups near the intersection on 41st Avenue Tuesday and
called for action.
"This is in the most tolerant and diverse corner of the world that these things are happening," Gianaris said. "If these
things are happening right here in Queens, in New York City, you can imagine it is happening elsewhere. We've seen
an outbreak since the presidential elections where bigots are feeling empowered and we have a president-elect who is
doing little or nothing to slow it down or speak against these attacks while he has no problem talking about Broadway
shows offending him. He doesn't say anything about the fact that people are enciting hatred."
Gianaris shared remarks from Chris Cody, an adjunct professor at St. John's University who speaks Arabic and was
a passenger of the Uber driver after the incident. The driver Mohhamed had captured the abusive, obscenity-filled
trirade from a white man in a white SUV shouting, "Trump is president, [expletive]! You you can kiss your
[expletive] visa goodbye, scumbag." he said. "They'll deport you soon. Don't worry, you [expletive] terrorist."
The incident was not reported to the 114th Precinct, according to Deputy Inspector Peter Fortune. City Councilman
Costa Constantinides (D-Astoria) said, "Any New Yorker who is the victim of harassment and discrimination shouldn't
be afraid to make a report through official channels so that we have a record to fight against this intolerance."
Mohammed sent Cody the video. Cody passed it to a friend, a Woodside actor named Karim Metwaly who posted a
clip on his Facebook fan page. That video has been viewed more than 3 million times.
While Metwaly could not be reached for comment, Gianaris shared Cody's remarks.
"In short, I felt ashamed as a New Yorker and as an American that he had to experience such hate and I felt I owed it
to him and others to share," he wrote. "This is a teachable moment and I hope is serves as a wake-up call that an
injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere."
The NYPD announced Sunday there were a 328 hate crimes in New York City through Nov. 13, a 31 percent increase
from the previous year. There was both an increase in anti-Muslim and anti-Semitic hate crimes. "Our community
stands up today to say that we will not tolerate these attacks," Make the Road New York Deputy Director Theo Oshiro
said. "President-elect Trump has fanned the flames of hate and intolerance across this country, and we must take action
to stop this wave of violence. A critical step is withdrawing the appointments of Steve Bannon and Jeff Sessions -two infamous racist and anti-immigrant figures -- from his new administration. Their consideration for high-level
appointments in the White House indicates Trump's continued acceptance of white supremacy and extremism, and we
must reverse cours
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Thinning blue line a farce as top posts stay vacant: No one is in operational
charge of state security - not that anybody in authority seems bothered
JIM CUSACK
BREXIT has security as well as financial implications for this country. So do other geopolitical developments affecting
the rest of the Western world.
And we also have 'domestic' terrorist groups like the IRA who are consorting with major international terrorist and
criminal organisations bent on murdering people and subverting this and other states.
There are significant numbers of Sunni Muslims here who support Islamic State and al-Qa'ida and maniacs
who may want to launch attacks in Ireland. Which is why last week's 'garda controversy', this time over the failure
to fill 'critical' vacancies at senior level in the force, is almost beyond farce. The problem, from what to centre on
whether or not Justice Minister Frances Fitzgerald, or the head of the Policing Authority, Josephine Feehily, or
Commissioner Noirin O'Sullivan, inset, has the power and responsibility to make appointments at senior level in the
Garda. The Government created the Policing Authority and abrogated the responsibility for senior garda appointments
in the wake of 'whistleblower' affair and the 'retirement' of former Commissioner Martin Callinan and Justice Minister
Alan Shatter's stepping down. The authority came into being on January 1, it was presumed, with power to appoint or
dismiss senior officers. It then emerged this power had not actually been delegated. In June, Commissioner O'Sullivan
insisted on the filling of 196 'critical' vacancies at senior level, the largest single tranche of senior promotions in the
history of the force. She was given the go-ahead by Cabinet to fill less than half this number without recourse to the
Policing Authority. The Government's 'plan' for improving policing was firstly to pass responsibility to the newly
formed Policing Authority - so if there is another catastrophe at least there won't have to be another embarrassing loss
of a Justice Minister. The Policing Authority's 'power' to appoint or fire senior gardai was to 20 21 Sunday Independent
20 November 2016 Sunday Independent ANALYSIS ANALYSIS CUTS ARE INEVITABLE IF PUBLIC SECTOR
PAY RISES WHILE THE ECONOMY SLIDES Lansdowne Road Agreement is dearly departed but nobody wants
to admit it Fine Gael members would like to see Kenny stand up to the unions and take the political hit for private
sector workers. 'There is no point asking who spilled the milk. Let's just not spill it again' Public pay and pensions as
% of all government spending, 2014 But it's government at all cost in Fine Gael at the moment and the 300,000 public
sector workers vying for pay hikes represent a big block Road Agreement as he has committed to doing under the
terms of the confidence and supply agreement with Fine Gael.
He went on national radio and suggested that the Government was going soft on public sector unions and then filleted
O'Connor over his Unions understandably sense blood after the Labour Court forced ministers to break pay deal for
gardai, writes Philip Ryan begin on July 1, after the Government gave the nod for Commissioner O'Sullivan's raft of
appointments. But that deadline seems to have been put back to December 31.
One vacancy at senior level in the Garda that can be described as most critical is that of chief superintendent in the
Special Detective Unit, our intelligence and spy agency. This position is traditionally filled from within the SDU
owing to the secretive and sensitive nature of the work of protecting the State against internal and external threats.
The last and probably most successful chief in SDU, Diarmuid O'Sullivan, had to leave because he reached the
compulsory retirement age of 60 at the start of this year (in all other police forces he would not have to retire until at
least 65). After his retirement an officer from outside the branch was appointed but took early retirement a few months
later and hasn't been replaced. Two superintendents who served most of their careers in the SDU have both since been
promoted and transferred out, one to investigate 'ordinary' crime and the other to a division with one of the lowest
crime rates in the country. If Britain didn't have a head of its domestic and foreign spy agencies, MI5 and MI6, because
of a mess like we have, the home and foreign secretaries would be sacked.
This latest Garda 'crisis' could be construed as a turf war between the Department of Justice, the Garda and the Policing
Authority. Or, more likely, it is simply a breakdown in communications, possibly prompted by some or other real or
perceived slight. The solution is very, very simple. The minister can, as the democratically elected and chosen public
representative with the critical responsibility for state security, pick up the phone to the commissioner and head of the
Policing Authority and tell them to sort it out immediately.
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Death of a Dublin jihadi confirms worst fears of the enemy within: Khalid Kelly
was suspected of radicalising Muslim converts before he blew himself up in
Mosul earlier this month
MAEVE SHEEHAN
KHALID Kelly spent his last months in Ireland staying in a private apartment rented by the Islamic State's suspected
"fixer". The apartment was in a north Dublin suburb that was a throwback to the Celtic Tiger days, built close to the
airport with restaurants, pubs, shops, a creche and a gym. In Kelly's fanatical world, it was a place filled with "infidels"
and "kafir". His neighbours could never have guessed that the Irish man who dressed in Arabic clothes was a jihadi in
their midst, or that his portly Jordanian flatmate was his mentor.
By then, Kelly - a Christian Brothers-educated former altar boy from Dublin's Liberties who converted to Islam after
a spell in a Saudi jail - was on the final stretch of his journey towards fighting for Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant
(Isil).
After years of spouting fanatical extremism, defending terrorist attacks on the West, calling for Barack
Obama's death, radicalising on social media and preaching from a soapbox outside the GPO, Kelly had turned
from propagandist to activist.
He needed contacts in Isil, he needed travel documents and he needed money. According to security sources, the goto person was the Jordanian, who has long been the Garda's top Isil suspect in Ireland. He was Isil's suspected fixer,
who organised funds and travel documents to get people out of Ireland to the Isil battlegrounds of Syria, Iraq and
Afghanistan.
In preparation for jihad, Kelly is believed to have moved in with the Jordanian, who cannot be named for legal reasons,
earlier this year. Their movements were monitored by the Garda's Counter Terrorism International unit (CTI).
For several months they lived low-key lives in north Dublin as single men, although both were married with children.
Kelly's wife and children lived in the UK. The Jordanian's family, including the Irish-born son that gave him residency
rights here, were back in the Middle East.
Kelly and the Jordanian lived on social welfare handouts - the Jordanian paid the rent on the apartment with the help
of rent allowance, according to an informed source.
They lived "a very frugal life". Rather than attending larger mosques, where their extreme views were shunned in the
wider community, they attended Friday prayers with a small gathering which included other like-minded Muslims,
according to a source.
"They were supported by some people in the community. These people would be well thought of. There were around
half-a-dozen people in their group, and he [Kelly] was the only Irish-born person," said a security source.
The CTI raided the apartment earlier this year, while Kelly was a guest, but nothing of an incriminating nature was
found.
The men were from entirely different backgrounds. After being radicalised in a Saudi jail, where he served eight
months for distilling alcohol, Kelly went to London in 2002 and hooked up with the now jailed extremist Anjem
Choudary, and reportedly trained with the Taliban in Pakistan. In 2010, he returned to Ireland, and became
Islamism's most vocal proselytiser, on social media and in interviews. On his LinkedIn page, he described himself as
"dawah coordinator [which means to preach Islam] at islam4Ireland" and moved between rented houses in Cavan,
Longford, Meath and Dublin.
He was twice arrested, before US president Barack Obama's visit in 2011 and again last year ahead of the visit of
Prince Charles. He was never charged with any crime. But the Garda's principle suspicion was that Kelly was
trying to radicalise young Muslims online.
"Particularly, he was suspected of trying to radicalise those who had converted to Islam. He was looking for people
who he could pull into that kind of world," said one source.
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Kelly was well known within the Muslim community and was generally regarded as a madman, said one Muslim man
who knew him. One of Kelly's "converts" was said to be a man known to have emotional difficulties, who later had
the wisdom to drop Kelly.
A handful took him seriously, he said, such as one man who befriended Kelly and began circulating Isil symbols and
who now finds his Irish visa under review.
The Jordanian moved to Ireland with his family in 2000. He applied for asylum but abandoned that after his
son was born here. Gardai had been monitoring him since 2011, the year of the Arab Spring uprisings across
the Middle East, when he was suspected of helping people to travel. Based on intelligence they gathered over
the next four years, gardai later described him in court as a "recruiter" of Isil terrorists, a "foremost organiser"
and "facilitator" of Isil in Ireland.
As with Kelly, gardai had no evidence to charge him with a crime. Last year, the Garda moved against the Jordanian.
In March last year, he was told he was being deported. The Jordanian resisted, claiming he would be tortured if he
was sent back. He reinstated his claim for asylum and launched a legal challenge, during which he vehemently denied
the alleged Isil credentials attributed to him by gardai. Khalid Kelly showed up in court to support him.
On July 6, the Jordanian, having exhausted his legal options all the way to the European Court of Human Rights, was
put on a chartered plane to Amman in Jordan, where he was last reported to be in prison.
Kelly had by then already left the country, making his way to the UK, and from there to Turkey - gateway to the Isil
conflict zones.
On November 4, Kelly, who now went by the name, Abu Usama Irlandi, was one of four suicide bombers who drove
a truck packed with explosives towards an Iraqi army base near Mosul.
He was shot down before he reached his target. Isil announced the death of Abu Usama Irlandi on its propaganda
website alongside a photo of him moments before he set off on his suicide mission.
His death has yet to be verified by the Department of Foreign Affairs and the Garda.
Kelly and the Jordanian facilitator were among the two top-ranking Isil suspects in Ireland, according to security
sources. "If you wanted to travel, the guy who was deported would have been the man to go to. The Jordanian is the
person that was believed to be the main facilitator," said a security source.
Khalid Kelly was the most significant Irish-born "person of interest", he said.
"Kelly was his very close associate. It was always felt that he was going to travel. He was very vocal and some people
thought it was bravado. But he had strong beliefs. He had good contacts. It was hard to see how he would not have
been going to travel."
Gardai could not have stopped him, without specific intelligence on what he planned to do, as they do not have powers
of preventative detention.
Following years of ambiguity on the subject, Kelly's fate would appear to be a fairly stark confirmation of the
phenomenon of the radicalisation of Muslims in Ireland.
Yet leaders of the 60,000-strong Muslim community here are divided, some imams warning that Islamic extremism
has already taken hold while others claiming it never will.
These differences in part reflect complicated and deep divisions within Islam itself.
The dominant Sunni mosque in Ireland, the Islamic Cultural Centre in Clonskeagh - which has been linked to the
Islamist Muslim Brotherhood - has condemned Isil violence. Its spokesperson, Dr Ali Selim, insists that Irish Muslims
are too integrated for radicalisation to take root here.
Speaking on RTE Radio last week, Dr Selim pointed out that Khalid Kelly was radicalised in London, not in Ireland.
Shayke Dr Umar Al-Qadri, on the other hand, has claimed that Irish Muslim children were being taught "hatred of
other communities" in certain mosques and called for louder condemnation of extremism from Muslim leaders.
Around 200 people attended his Muslim march against Isil in Dublin last year - the Clonskeagh mosque did not support
it because protests are not its way of doing things.
The imam of the Shia mosque, Ali Al-Saleh, is another vocal opponent of extremism, as is Ibrahim Noonan of the
Ahmadiyya community. He claimed last week that delegations of scholars and imams from academies in Islamabad
and elsewhere in Pakistan, have been conducting low-key speaking tours in certain Irish mosques in recent months.
The official Department of Justice position is that extremism is here.
radicaliconsultant Minister for Justice Frances Fitzgerald told a conference in Dublin in June that online radicalisation
was a problem but little was known about how to stop it. "Extremism is no longer an abstract problem that happens
somewhere else. It's here," she said.

315

Lucinda Creighton, the former Fine Gael minister and founder of Renua, is now monitoring Islamic extremism in
Ireland as a senior consultant with the Counter Extremism Project in the US. She cites several Islamic leaders who
claim there are more than 100 extremists here, and evidence that Isil supporters are "using the country as a logistics
hub for the movement of foreign fighters and for fundraising".
As if to reflect the new reality, the threat of an attack here was upgraded last year from low to moderate - which means
possible but unlikely. The upgrade coincided with Ireland's inclusion in coincided an Isil propaganda video listing 60
nations it claimed were in a "coalition of devils". The big concern for security forces in Ireland, as with other European
countries, is the prospect of returning jihadis - their extremism entrenched by combat and with the potential capability
to mount attacks on home ground. According to Dr Usama Hasan, head of Islamic studies at the Quilliam Foundation,
an anti-extremism think-tank in London, Isil's forced retreat in Iraq may cause a "dangerous" change in strategy.
"What's more dangerous now is that Isil has already begun to encourage their supporters not to come to Syria or Iraq
but to attack westerners where they are... That is the big threat now for western governments, as Isil is pushed out of
Iraq," he said. There are already "hundreds" of former Isil fighters who have come back to the UK from Syria, he said,
and "there could possibly be dozens who have come back to Ireland". The Department of Justice says between 25 to
30 Irish citizens travelled to Middle Eastern conflict zones since the Arab Spring in 2011. But how many were fighting
with Al Qaeda or Isil is unknown - many travelled to join the popular uprisings that swept through the Middle East.
A reported Isil defector claimed in an interview last year that 40 Irish or "Irlandi" were fighting in Syria and Iraq.
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Trump cabinet choices signal shift to the right
RUTH SHERLOCK
A SENATOR who claimed waterboarding and other "enhanced interrogation techniques" were lawful has been
nominated as Donald Trump's CIA director.
US president-elect Mr Trump chose Mike Pompeo yesterday, and also put forward Jeff Sessions as his attorney
general. Republican politician Mr Sessions, from Alabama, was turned down for the post of federal judge in the 1980s
because of allegations of racism.
The appointments were the second and third cabinet roles to be filled after Mike Flynn, a retired military general
whose decorated career has been overshadowed by controversial statements about Islam, was named national security
adviser on Thursday night.
Mr Trump's choices signalled a sharp rightward shift in national security policy, and all three men have been fierce
critics of President Barack Obama's handling of terrorism and international relations.
Mr Pompeo, a 52-year-old member of the Tea Party and a senator for Kansas, served in the army as a cavalry officer.
He is a trained lawyer and entered politics in 2011. Mr Pompeo made his fortune as the founder of Thayer Aerospace,
then received strong backing from billionaire Republican donors the Koch brothers, who are based in his home town
of Wichita, Kansas.
Before starting the job, Mr Pompeo will have to be confirmed by the US senate - something that could be complicated
by his past support for the CIA's "enhanced interrogation techniques".
Mr Pompeo denounced the release in 2014 of a senate report that found many of these practices are torture and are
unhelpful to national security.
Mr Trump backed many of the techniques during his presidential campaign, and said the US "should go tougher than
waterboarding", which simulates drowning. Amnesty International said it was greatly concerned about Mr Pompeo's
appointment and called on the senator to explain his views.
Mr Pompeo - a member of the House Intelligence committee - supports the NSA surveillance programmes and has
previously criticised whistle-blower Edward Snowden. He caused anger in June 2013 when he said Muslims who
failed to condemn terrorist acts were "potentially complicit".
Mr Trump's choice of Mr Sessions as attorney general is a sign he is rewarding key allies. The 69-year-old was the
first senator to endorse Mr Trump, who he defended on television after the leak of Mr Trump's comments about
groping women.
In 1986, Mr Sessions became only the second nominee in 50 years to be denied confirmation as a federal judge, after
allegations he had made racist remarks. The comments included testimony that he called an African-American
prosecutor "boy", which he denied.
Mr Sessions told a hearing he was not a racist, but he added groups such as the National Association for the
Advancement of Coloured People and the American Civil Liberties Union may be considered "un-American". Mr
Trump's appointment of Mr Flynn as national security adviser puts back into power a retired intelligence officer who
has called Islam "a cancer".
The president-elect, who is due to spend the weekend at his golf course in New Jersey, said he would today meet
contenders for secretary of state. He is also scheduled to meet Mitt Romney, the former Republican presidential
candidate.
Chuck Schumer, the incoming senate Democratic leader, said he was "very concerned" about Mr Trump's selection
of Mr Sessions, and said he feared for the civil rights division at the Department of Justice.
All three appointments were welcomed by David Duke, the former Ku Klux Klan leader, who tweeted: "Bannon,
Flynn & Sessions - Americans are on the way to taking back our government, our nation and our children's future!"
In September 2015, Mr Pompeo wrote an opinion piece in his local newspaper 'The Kansas City Star' explaining why
he wanted Guantanamo to be kept open. His state is home to Leavenworth jail, which was an institution being
considered for prisoner transfer from Guantanamo. The other jails were in South Carolina and Colorado.
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"Once these detainees hit US soil, every progressive lawyer in America will file a habeas petition asserting these men
have 'all the rights of US citizens' and seek to enforce them," he wrote.
"Some of them will be 'sprung' despite the fact that they are enemy combatants held properly under the Laws of War."
In December 2015, Mr Pompeo wrote to President Barack Obama urging against the transfer of prisoners from
Guantanamo to other prisons, and suggesting that military officers should consider disobeying the commander-inchief. He previously sparked anger among Muslim community leaders in June 2013 when he said Muslims who failed
to condemn terrorist acts were "potentially complicit".
Mr Pompeo said: "When the most devastating terrorist attacks on America in the last 20 years come
overwhelmingly from people of a single faith, and are performed in the name of that faith, a special obligation
falls on that faith's leaders to respond.
"Instead, their silence has made most Islamic leaders across America complicit in these acts."
He is a lifetime member of the National Rifle Association, is sceptical about climate change, and is strongly antiabortion. He is also fervently against the Iran nuclear deal.
Republican National Committee spokesman Sean Spicer, who is involved in the Trump presidential transition, would
not confirm the reported cabinet selections to CNN.
"Until Donald Trump says it, it's not official," he said.
During the Republican primary contest, Mr Sessions's endorsement of Trump was a blow to Ted Cruz, who had touted
Mr Sessions's hard-line policy on immigration. And it gave authority and momentum to the wild card contender.
"This movement, he doesn't take money from political groups and lobbyists," said Mr Sessions. "He is committed to
leading this country in an effective way."
He described Mr Trump as being imperfect, but the best option for the US. © Daily Telegraph London
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The man behind the anti-Huma ad
GEORGE JOSEPH
"We have to point out the elephant in the room. I don't know why [Hillary Clinton] relies on her this much. It is mindboggling. Why couldn't she find another intern?" the man, who organized and funded Tramp's desi rally in New Jersey
last month, asked.
[Huma Abedin]'s mother, [Kumar] alleged, writes for a magazine in Saudi Arabia with connections to the
Muslim Brotherhood, an organization banned in the United States. "Why is the daughter of such a person a
top aide to Clinton?" Kumar asked, alleging, "Huma in general is as pro-terrorist as you could be... She's got
a really dark background. I don't understand why Hillary will associate herself with Huma."
As the race to the White House entered its final days, the accusations got nastier, the advertisements even dirtier.
Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton's embattled aide Huma Abedin was again under fire - not over the e-mails she
exchanged with her boss on her estranged husband Antony Weiner's laptop - but for her heritage.
The Republican Hindu Coalition, headed by Chicago businessman Shalabh ?Shalli' Kumar, branded her ?proterrorist.'
A 30-second television ad, beamed on desi channels here, questioned her ?Pakistani and Saudi background.'
The ad began by attacking Clinton, alleging she is sympathetic towards Pakistan. It went on to say, ?Hillary
gave billions of dollars in aid and military equipment used against India. Huma Abedin is of Pakistani origin and
will become chief of staff if she wins'.
Huma's parents were born in undivided India. Her father, in fact, was born in Delhi.
But Kumar, the RHC founder, said there is nothing wrong in the ads he had funded.
"We have to point out the elephant in the room. I don't know why Hillary Clinton relies on her this much. It is mindboggling. Why couldn't she find another intern?" the man, who organized and funded Tramp's desi rally in New Jersey
last month, asked.
Abedin's mother, Kumar alleged, writes for a magazine in Saudi Arabia with connections to the Muslim Brotherhood,
an organization banned in the United States. "Why is the daughter of such a person a top aide to Clinton?" Kumar
asked, alleging, "Huma in general is as pro-terrorist as you could be... She's got a really dark background. I
don't understand why Hillary will associate herself with Huma."
A spokesperson for the RHC said the ads had been received well, adding that they would unite Indian Americans to
rally for Tramp. The Coalition was also sending 60,000 direct mailers to HinduAmerican voters in Florida, North
Carolina and Ohio that stated: ?Chief of Staff in Clinton White House wall be Huma Abedin, of Pakistani and Saudi
background.'
There is no certainty that Huma Abedin will be chief of staff in a Hillary administration. Or whether she will have an
official position if Hillary is elected to the American presidency.
Kumar claimed he has spent $4 million of his own money to help elect Tramp and that he could spend a "couple
million" dollars more.
Leaders of the Hindu American Foundation said they were deeply disturbed by this ad attacking Abedin's ethnicity.
'Condemning anyone simply because of their religion, ethnicity, or sexual orientation is against the pluralistic ethos
of Hinduism and has no place in a democracy,' Suhag Shukla, executive director, HAF, told the media. While the
potential foreign policy decisions of any of the presidential candidates are fair game for criticism - and are rightfully
of deep concern to many Hindu Americans - personal attacks such as those made in the recent ads are simply beyond
the pale.
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SURPRISE?
MICHAEL BARAJAS
The overwhelming majority Texas Republican voters who responded to a University of Texas/ Texas Tribune poll
just ahead of the election also held "very unfavorable" views on the Black Lives Matter movement. Seven out of ten
Texas Republicans "strongly favor" subjecting Muslims living in this country - American Muslims - to "more scrutiny
than people in other religious groups," according to the poll. Oh, and most of them favor "immediate deportation" of
all undocumented immigrants. All at the tail end of an election season during which their GOP presidential nominee
managed to make these flashpoint issues. Who would have guessed?
Again, probably not all that surprising in a state where people protest the opening of an Arabic immersion school with
signs like "Everything I ever cared to know about Islam was taught to me by Muslims on 9-11-2001"; where
armed, masked protestors will patrol outside a mosque to, in their words, "Stop the Islamization of America";
where state officials compare Syrian refugees to a pit of venomous snakes and joke about nuking "the Muslim
world"; and where at least one state lawmaker made Muslim visitors to her office swear an oath "to renounce
Islamic terrorist groups and publicly announce allegiance to America and our laws."
Poll shows Texas Republicans are wary of Muslims and Black Lives Matter, very concerned about voter fraud
The vast majority of Texas Republicans, like Donald Trump, think that the kind of criminal voter fraud that could
swing an election is a "serious problem."
The overwhelming majority Texas Republican voters who responded to a University of Texas/ Texas Tribune
poll just ahead of the election also held "very unfavorable" views on the Black Lives Matter movement. Seven
out of ten Texas Republicans "strongly favor" subjecting Muslims living in this country - American Muslims to "more scrutiny than people in other religious groups," according to the poll. Oh, and most of them favor
"immediate deportation" of all undocumented immigrants. All at the tail end of an election season during which their
GOP presidential nominee managed to make these flashpoint issues. Who would have guessed?
These poll numbers - which indicate that an overwhelming amount of Texas Republicans favor treating people
differently because of their religion (if you're Muslim, that is), look down on Black Lives Matter activists, and think
the election system that's brought them two-decades of GOP-dominated state rule might now, for some reason, be
rigged - also should not be surprising considering the rhetoric from the state Republican party's own officials in recent
years.
Gov. Greg Abbott has been on a crusade against virtually non-existent voter fraud since his days as Texas Attorney
General. In 2010, he had armed, bullet proof vest-wearing deputies and state agents raid the offices of Houston Votes,
alleging the voter advocacy group had engaged in voter fraud (why Abbott chose bootstomping over a subpoena is
unclear). His big public case, however, fizzled out by the next year and charges were never brought against anyone at
the organization. But still, the raid killed the voter registration group - it's kind of hard to fundraise when the state's
top law enforcement official has accused you of fraud.
Earlier this year, the country's most conservative federal appeals court blocked the strict voter ID law Texas
Republicans passed in 2011 because it discriminated against minorities. According to evidence filed in the lawsuit
against the law, as many as 600,000 eligible Texas voters do not have any of the state's approved forms of photo ID
needed to vote - most of them either minorities or the elderly (or, in many cases, elderly minorities). Abbott and
supporters of the law have railed against the decisions by the courts to soften the rules, saying all they're trying to do
is crack down on the kind of "rampant" voter fraud that all available evidence shows doesn't really exist. One study
by an investigative journalism project at Arizona State University found only 104 cases in which voter fraud had been
alleged in Texas over a decade. Some 35.8 million votes were cast during that period. As the Texas Tribune recently
put it, "That's fewer than three glitches per 1 million votes."
Similarly, it's no surprise Texas Republicans are wary of the Black Lives Matter movement as a whole. Lieutenant
Gov. Dan Patrick's been poking at that issue for a while now. He's asked for the Attorney General's office to investigate
activists. In a nationally televised forum alongside Barack Obama, he lobbed vague criticism at the president about
how police still need to "know it in their heart" that he supports them.
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And when it comes to how conservatives in Texas treat Muslims - well, this state has been a laboratory for
trickle-down Islamophobia for some time. Public school teachers who teach in districts with high ArabAmerican populations publicly and unapologetically rant about how Muslims are "the evil of the world."
Others teach their students how Islam is "an ideology of war." Some might call a Muslim student a terrorist in
front of the class. Others might call the cops if a kid named Ahmed brings a clock with too many wires to school.
(These are all real life Texas examples from just the past year.)
Again, probably not all that surprising in a state where people protest the opening of an Arabic immersion school with
signs like "Everything I ever cared to know about Islam was taught to me by Muslims on 9-11-2001"; where
armed, masked protestors will patrol outside a mosque to, in their words, "Stop the Islamization of America";
where state officials compare Syrian refugees to a pit of venomous snakes and joke about nuking "the Muslim
world"; and where at least one state lawmaker made Muslim visitors to her office swear an oath "to renounce
Islamic terrorist groups and publicly announce allegiance to America and our laws."
Really not surprising.
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Alleged Isis supporters arrested in Germany
LIZZIE DEARDEN
A group of suspected Isis supporters accused of radicalizing people and sending them to fight in Syria have
been arrested in Germany. The German federal prosecutor's office said the five men were part of a "national
Salafist-jihadi network" suspected of supporting Isis. The group's alleged leader is a preacher known as Abu
Walaa, who is the head of a group promoting an "authentic understanding of Islam" through online speeches,
videos and texts.
"Ahmad Abdulaziz Abdullah A, known as Abu Walaa, openly professes his support for the so-called Islamic State
[Isis] and has appeared at numerous Salafist events in the past," a spokesperson for federal prosecutors said. "The aim
of the network he headed was to send people to join Isis in Syria." Officials said two of the arrested men, Hasan C, a
50-year-old Turkish citizen, and Boban S, a Serbian-German national aged 36, were tasked with teaching followers
and would-be militants Arabic and radical Islam. "The classes served to create the ideological and linguistic
foundations for future activity with Isis, particularly for taking part in combat," prosecutors said.
Abu Walaa allegedly approved and organised the journeys to Syria, delegating the work to fellow suspects Mahmoud
O, a 27-year-old German, and Ahmed FY, a 26-year-old Cameroonian national. The network is known to have
transported at least one man and his family to fight for Isis in Syria.
Abu Walaa preaches at the German-speaking Islamic Circle of Hildesheim mosque in the city of Hildesheim, where
he was arrested yesterday as police launched coordinated raids in the states of Lower Saxony and North RhineWestphalia. The mosque was previously raided by counter-terror police in July, but no arrests were made.
Abu Walaa is known for his online sermons and is also prominent on Facebook, with more than 25,000 followers
on a page offering his religious teachings. His official Facebook page contains tacit references to jihadi violence.
"The Arabs fight us with their religion and they call it terrorism," says one post, with an altered picture of
Barack Obama, Hillary Clinton and other American politicians. Another includes photos of air strikes in Syria
and Iraq saying the preacher's "heart bleeds", while one orders Muslim couples not to argue while the "nation"
needs their help. The post says: "The Ummah [nation] is bleeding and crying out for help, and Muslims are
fighting about whether the socks have been washed or not." None of Abu Walaa's pages, websites or videos had
been taken down at time of writing.
Germany's justice minister, Heiko Maas, called the arrests "an important blow to the extremist scene in Germany".
Thomas de Maiziere, the country's interior minister, said it was critical to prevent people from becoming "so
radicalised that they are in danger of becoming terrorists". He added: "We don't want terrorism to take place in
Germany. We don't want terrorism to be exported from Germany." Ralf Jaeger, the state interior minister of North
Rhine-Westphalia, said the group was preying on vulnerable targets for recruitment in a pattern frequently seen in
Germany and elsewhere in Europe. "He's young, male, he's experienced failure, and has the problem of not feeling
accepted by society and feeling excluded," Mr Jaeger said.
The prosecutor's office said the suspects had no known links to Jaber al-Bakr, a suspected Isis supporter who killed
himself in prison in October two days after being arrested on suspicion of plotting to attack a Berlin airport with
homemade explosives. A court in Frankfurt also sentenced a 30-year-old German man to eight years in prison for war
crimes and membership of Isis yesterday. The court said the man, identified only as Abdelkarim E, fought for Isis in
Syria in 2013 and 2014.
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Turkey's Erdogan: the insult and the fury
BY BEN COHEN
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan was at his repellent best when he was interviewed by Israeli television
journalist Ilana Dayan last week.
Although the interview was pegged to the restoration of Turkish-Israeli bilateral ties this past summer, Erdogan used
the occasion to spit his usual invective against Israel and Jews more generally. Many of Erdogan's favorite topics--the
supposed symbiosis between Nazi Germany and the Jewish state, Israel's insulting intransigence in the face of his
personal attempts to negotiate a solution to the Palestinian question, Israel's alleged desire to change the religious
status of Jerusalem's Temple Mount (known to Muslims as Al-Haram al-Sharif)--arose in the conversation, and he
addressed them in the fanatical, embittered tone that has come to symbolize his ascendance as a Turkish dictator.
Like the former Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, Erdogan has developed a reputation for offensive quotes
that shore up, at the same time, his aloofness from and contempt for the morals and values of the West. And as with
Ahmadinejad, the Nazi Holocaust and its 6 million Jewish victims provide an ideal tool in this regard.
In the summer of 2014, when Israel went to war in Gaza to bring an end to the barrages of missiles and rockets
that Hamas terrorists fired over the border, Erdogan declared that the actions of the Israel Defense Forces
constituted "barbarism that surpasses Hitler." Ponder that for a moment: the president of a European Union (EU)
candidate country and NATO member state sounding off like some anonymous lunatic on Twitter by leveling the
ugliest insult imaginable against the state of Israel and the Jewish people.
That wasn't the first time that Erdogan gave voice to his deep-seated anti-Semitism. In 2009, appearing on a panel in
Davos with the late Israeli President Shimon Peres, Erdogan stormed off the stage screaming insults as he exited the
room. "When it comes to killing, you know well how to kill," he told Peres. Even more bizarrely, Erdogan cited Gilad
Atzmon, a leading U.K.-based anti-Semite, saying that "Israeli barbarism is far beyond even ordinary cruelty."
The Ilana Dayan interview, perhaps, was regarded as an opportunity for Erdogan to make amends to both Israel and
the Jewish people. But when asked about his notorious 2014 statement, Erdogan simply reasserted the moral
equivalency between Nazi Germany and Israel. "I don't approve of what Hitler did, and neither do I approve of what
Israel has done," he growled. "When it's a question of so many people dying, it's inappropriate to ask who was the
more barbarous."
Yet again, this profoundly anti-Semitic insult, which places the Jewish state in the same soiled universe as the Nazis,
has been spread around the public domain by one of the world's most well-known heads of state. As tempting as it is
to conclude that while political rhetoric is one thing, political action is another -- an impression increasingly conveyed
in the aftermath of the U.S. presidential election -- in Erdogan's case, such a distinction isn't really possible.
That's because Erdogan really is a dictator. In the months that have passed since Turkey's failed and rather murky
coup attempt against Erdogan this past July, more than 40,000 people have been arrested or detained, including many
journalists and opposition politicians. The civil service and the higher education sector have been purged, and
hundreds of independent NGOs, such as the Association of Lawyers for Freedom, have been "temporarily" shut down.
The strategy here was captured well by Thor Halvorssen, the president of the Human Rights Foundation.
"Erdogan has transformed Turkey from a democratic country to an authoritarian regime," Halvorssen said. "He has
done this by abusing the state of emergency powers he claimed after an attempted coup that, by the hour, looks more
like a very convenient justification for the total dictatorial takeover of Turkey by his nationalist political party."
Sure enough, Erdogan has now laid out his plan to execute those ambitions. The president is now preparing a bill for
a referendum on Turkey's constitution. A "yes" vote in that referendum would mean the abolition of the prime
minister's office and the transformation of Erdogan into an executive president empowered to stay in office until 2029.
The internal crackdown in Turkey is mirrored in Erdogan's aggressive strategy for Turkey's "near abroad." As Burak
Bekdil of the Gatestone Institute think tank recently pointed out, Erdogan is complaining aloud that Turkey lost the
borders of the Ottoman Empire under duress in the years following World War I--during which the Ottoman rulers
systematically exterminated more than 1.5 million Armenians. Turkey's imposed borders, Erdogan says, "are the
greatest injustice ... done to the country and the nation."
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At the same time, Turkey is pushing deeper into Syrian territory, using the offensive against Islamic State as a cover
to defeat the Syrian Kurds, who have proved themselves to be the most reliable and courageous allies in the fight
against Islamic State barbarism. Now the U.S. and its allies are holding off support for Turkey's push on the town of
Al-Bab, uncertain as to what exactly Erdogan's intentions are.
That is why clarifying America's policy on Turkey is such an urgent task for the incoming American administration.
Erdogan has praised President-elect Donald Trump, projecting ever so slightly when he told Ilana Dayan, "A country
without a strong leader will go down." But that embrace has the potential to be poisonous. One can only hope Trump
understands that a Turkish dictatorship closely aligned with Russia--Erdogan has been talking about spurning Turkey's
EU membership bid in favor of the Moscow-backed Shanghai Cooperation Organization--is neither in America's
interests nor in the interests of regional U.S. allies, among them Israel and the Kurds.
That needs to start from the realization, as Ilana Dayan amply demonstrated during her interview, that Erdogan is not
going to change.
Ben Cohen is senior editor of TheTower.org. His column is distributed by JNS.org.
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François Fillon Wins Center-Right Nomination for French Presidency
ADAM NOSSITER
Mr. Fillon, a former prime minister who pledged to limit immigration and control Islam, handily defeated Alain Juppé
in a Republican Party runoff.
PARIS - French voters chose a socially conservative, budget-cutting former prime minister on Sunday to lead the
center-right Republican Party in next year's presidential election. Once again, the outcome upset pollsters' initial
predictions, and it paved the way for a likely face-off with the country's far-right party in 2017.
François Fillon, 62, a sober, dark-suited government veteran who called for economic sacrifice, major changes in the
French workplace and a crackdown on immigration and Islam, won about 67 percent of the vote in the primary contest
on Sunday, crushing his more centrist opponent, Alain Juppé, who is also a former prime minister.
French presidential elections are usually decided in two rounds, with the first round winnowing the field to two
candidates. Having won his party's primary, Mr. Fillon is widely expected to be one of those two finalists in the general
election in the spring.
It now seems increasingly unlikely that the current governing party, the Socialists, will produce the other. The French
left is weak and in disarray after five years in which high unemployment rates and slow economic growth have barely
budged. President François Hollande has not said whether he will run for another term, and many in his party hope he
does not.
Instead, the second contender is widely expected to be Marine Le Pen of the far-right National Front. Her party has
never been able to attract the backing of more than about one-third of France's electorate, and for now at least, few
analysts predict that it can win the presidency next year. But the xenophobic, anti-immigrant party has received a new
lift from the triumph of President-elect Donald J. Trump in the United States.
Mr. Fillon, with his themes of restoring France's identity and national greatness and his tough language on immigrants
and Islam, has been making a clear play for Ms. Le Pen's voters.
His promise to slash 500,000 government jobs and cut the budget by more than 100 billion euros (about $106 billion)
could leave him vulnerable against Ms. Le Pen, who promises to safeguard France's substantial safety net of
government protections and spending. Mr. Fillon told supporters during the campaign that he was going to "break
down the house," but many in France don't want the house broken.
Promises of top-to-bottom economic overhaul have generally brought thousands of demonstrators into the streets.
Unions are already sounding warnings about Mr. Fillon's plans to reduce the state's role in the economy, and the
National Front has heaped scorn on his proposals.
In his victory speech on Sunday night, Mr. Fillon emphasized traditional French rightist themes of restoring
"authority" and "French values," as he did throughout the campaign, when commentators largely dismissed his
chances.
"In our country, there is an immense need for respect and pride," Mr. Fillon told cheering supporters in Paris. "There
is also a demand for the authority of the state, and for exemplary behavior from those who govern it. In my conduct,
the voters of the right and the center have found the French values to which they are so much attached."
His opponent, Mr. Juppé, campaigned on a "unity" theme that led many on the right to suggest that he was a leftist in
disguise. The notes Mr. Fillon sounded were darker.
With many of his fellow citizens uneasy over immigration, terrorist attacks and the integration of Muslims,
Mr. Fillon vowed to restore a more traditional France by strictly regulating Islam and limiting immigration,
and promised an alliance with Russia to crush what he called "totalitarian" Islamists. Commentators have noted
Mr. Fillon's close relations with Vladimir V. Putin, Russia's president.
Mr. Fillon served as an overshadowed prime minister when Nicolas Sarkozy was president from 2007-12. In the first
round of voting on Nov. 20, he crushed his former boss, who had regularly humiliated him.
A Catholic from conservative, rural western France, Mr. Fillon entered Parliament in 1981; at 27, he was the house's
youngest member. Catholic voters who appreciated his positions against abortion and same-sex marriage supported
him heavily in the presidential race, even though he has promised not to interfere with legal guarantees of either.
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Mr. Fillon still sits in the National Assembly and lives in a medieval manor house near Le Mans with his family; he
has five children. During the campaign, he spoke often of France's identity and of instilling the country's "national
epic" in its schools.
"France can't tolerate its slippage," Mr. Fillon told supporters on Sunday night. "France wants truth and action. This
past presidential term has been pathetic. We've got to end it and start afresh, as we haven't done in over 30 years."
Mr. Fillon has promised to rewrite France's 3,000-page labor code, reduce taxes on companies and the rich, raise the
retirement age to 65, and lengthen the 35-hour standard workweek. He called his program "more radical, maybe more
difficult," in a televised debate with Mr. Juppé last week.
"I could have said more agreeable things," Mr. Fillon said. "But the only way to keep one's promises is to have a very
precise program."
His supporters do not appear to be scared by these promises, at least for now. "He's an upright man," said Roselyne
Duchaine, 81, a retiree in Paris's 17th arrondissement who said she had voted for Mr. Fillon on Sunday.
Another voter, Thierry Roland, 68, said: "Fillon has the rigor. He shows his hand."
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Abu Azmi defends Zakir Naik, alleges RSS, VHP creating "negative
perception" about Islam
ANI
New Delhi [India], Nov. 26 (ANI): Backing Zakir Naik's claim that he is being unnecessarily targeted by the Centre,
Samajwadi Party leader Abu Azmi on Saturday said the imposition of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act
against the former's Islamic Research Foundation (IRF) is wrong and alleged that the right wing organisations like
the RSS and VHP were creating a negative perception about Islam.
Azmi told ANI that a conspiracy was being hatched to link Naik's NGO to terrorist activities.
"Zakir Naik was neither given notice nor was he summoned. I reckon that a conspiracy is being created to link
Zakir Naik's foundation to terrorist activities. I have been reiterating from the beginning that Naik, who has been
working for the past 25 years in this field, cannot be associated with such anti-national activities. And if he has
somehow provocated any other religious community's sentiment then there are relevant sections which can be used
against him. However, imposing UAPA against him is uncalled for," he said.
However, BJP leader G.V.L Narasimha Rao described Zaik as a "national threat" and said that various government
agencies were tracking his NGO for several months.
"This government takes initiative only after ascertaining all facts. Zakir Naik doesn't really have anything to support
his claims. His NGO, the IRF, was under scrutiny of the government and various agencies of the government for
several months. And only after a thorough inquiry and probe, decision has been taken to ban this organisation under
Unlawful Activities Act," Rao told ANI.
Naik, yesterday, criticised the Centre's decision to declare the IRF as an "outlawed organisation" under the anti-terror
law for its alleged terror activities.
Naik yesterday cried foul over the latest developments and said that the entire investigation was completed without
any agency asking him a single question about his "so-called wrongdoings".
"Not a single chance. No notice, no summons, no calls and no contact ever made with me to get my side of the story.
I kept offering my help in investigation, but it wasn't taken. The entire investigation was completed without any agency
asking me a single question about my so-called 'wrongdoings'," read a statement issued by Naik's office.
Expressing his resolve to fight the ban, the Islamic preacher said that he would approach the judiciary.
"I have no choice left but to answer them only through the legal system and not personally. Their agenda is open and
clear: implicate me by hook or by crook, which I will fight," the statement added.
Naik's counsel Mobin Solkar said earlier this month that the case filed by the National Investigative Agency (NIA)
against his client under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act is illegal, as the Supreme Court had earlier granted
a stay in a similar case and hence any fresh complaint on the same grounds would stand void.
Solankar maintained that from 2012 till date, Naik has not given any lecture which can be a cause of action for filing
a fresh FIR against him.
He, however, conceded that the investigative agency is entitled to search and visit the premises of the IRF owned by
Naik and the organisation would comply with all investigative processes carried out by the NIA.
Earlier, the authorities blocked the websites of IRF for allegedly spreading objectionable contents, speeches and
videos.
As per reports, the NIA will also raise the issue of suspension of videos on YouTube and Facebook pages with the
U.S. since the servers are located there.
The NIA had earlier on November 19 carried out searches at 10 premises of the banned IRF in Mumbai after registering
a case against its founder Naik and others under an anti-terror law. (ANI)
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U.S. election: Living the Bosnian-American Dream
HIGHLIGHT: Thousands of Bosnian Muslim refugees have rebuilt their lives in Chicago after fleeing ethnic
cleansing in their homeland. Despite the anti-Muslim rhetoric in the 2016 election, they believe the U.S. remains a
land of opportunity.
Neir Bascelija was born in a nation at war.When his mother, Dzevada, went into labor in his grandparents' garage, she
and Neir's father, Eldin, had to walk to the local hospital amid the fighting which had devastated their hometown of
Gorazde in eastern Bosnia."My father always joked that as soon as my mother went into labor a bomb went off," Neir
said.His grandmother was the nurse who delivered him into the world and his aunt, who had already escaped Bosnia's
civil war for Chicago, secured the papers which brought his family to America's second city as refugees when he was
still an infant in 1996.Life in Chicago offered the Bascelija family peace, but little rest. Dzevada worked a day shift
at a Bosnian café and a night shift at an auto parts factory, often getting just three hours of sleep.Eldin worked for a
company that provided helicopter and aircraft components to the U.S. military, using the mechanical knowledge he
learned in the Bosnian air force.But the hard work paid off. The Bascelijas bought the Bosnian café where Dzevada
worked, Coffee Slasticarna Drina, when the previous owners moved back to Bosnia in 2013. Today, Neir is a 21-yearold businessman who dreams of turning his family's popular café into a franchise."I don't think he understands us as
refugees.
We to had to come here to escape a brutal situation."- Muhamed Karic, Financial Analyst."I'm Bosnian, but I love this
country to death because it's given me so many opportunities," Neir said.For the first time in his life, Neir will vote in
a U.S. presidential election this November. It's a political contest that could decide the fate of the refugee resettlement
program that saved his family from war.Targeted by Orthodox Christian Serb nationalists because of their Muslim
faith, more than 130,000 Bosnians fled to the United States in the 1990s."Bosnians were certainly welcomed into
communities, they were not perceived as controversial," said Mark Hetfield, who in the 1990s was the chief
Washington lobbyist for HIAS, a Jewish faith-based organization that helps resettle refugees of all religious and ethnic
backgrounds in the United States."Back in those days, the refugee program - including support for Bosnians - had
total bipartisan support, it was not a politicized program at all," he said.Twenty years after opening its doors to
Bosnians, the United States is again resettling Muslim refugees fleeing a devastating civil war, this time in Syria.
Today, the resettlement program has become a bone of political contention which has deeply divided the country along
party lines.U.S. President Barack Obama's policy to resettle 10,000 Syrians in the United States has been met
with fierce opposition, primarily from Republicans who have expressed concern that Islamic State could exploit
the system to enter the country and carry out terrorist attacks.Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump
has called for a ban on Muslim immigration and suggested that Muslims in the United States should register with the
state. Thirty-one governors, all Republicans except one, have called for a halt to resettling Syrians in their states.Mr.
Trump's Democratic opponent, Hillary Clinton, has proposed increasing the number of Syrian refugees admitted to
the United States from 10,000 to 65,000. When Neir enters the ballot box for the first time in November, he - like
many young Bosnian Americans - will be voting for Ms. Clinton."I believe because this land accepted my community,
it should always accept people fleeing war," he said.After losing everything but their lives, some 40,000 predominantly
Muslim Bosnian refugees like Neir's family resettled and rebuilt in Chicago, blending in among the many other
immigrants communities and first-generation Americans who are trying to earn a living on the city's bustling north
side.Coffee Slasticarna Drina, named after the Drina river that through runs Neir's birth city of Gorazde, shares a strip
mall with a tropical-themed Filipino restaurant and a neon-lit Indian liquor store, all located on a street dubbed Seoul
Drive for the Korean storefronts which dot the busy thoroughfare."I'm Bosnian, but I love this country to death because
it's given me so many opportunities."- Neir Bascelija, Coffee Slasticarna Drina.Elmir Parganlija, a friend of Neir's
family, has brought his mother and two daughters to Drina to enjoy the food of his homeland - flaky meat and cheese
filled pastries called Burek and grilled Cevapi sausages with homemade bread and chopped onion.Born and raised in
Gorazde, Mr. Parganlija fled the city with his mother, father and younger brother when he was 17. For years, his
family lived without electricity and little in the way of food and water as Serb forces laid siege to the predominantly
Muslim city.Now a U.S. citizen and 37-year-old father of elementary-school-age daughters who were born in America,
Mr. Parganlija has been following the presidential election closely.Though he believes Hillary Clinton flip flops on
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issues too much, he is unenthusiastically supporting her out of concern that Donald Trump's rhetoric toward
immigrants and Muslims has opened up "old wounds from racism" in the United States.Mr. Parganlija has noticed a
shift in public attitudes toward Muslims over the years. He said people at work have started to ask him more questions
about where he's from, why he came to the United States and how he feels about the war in the Middle East and
Islamic State."People somehow compare you to that," he said. "You say you're a Bosnian Muslim, but they don't hear
the Bosnian. They associate you with the Middle East."A short bus ride north of Coffee Slasticarna Drina, men have
gathered inside the Bosnian Islamic Cultural Center or BICC, a nondescript building next to an eye doctor and across
from a bank, for Friday prayers on the eve of the Muslim new year.The BICC, founded in 2000, serves some 700
Bosnian families, many of whom fled the city of Srebrenica during the war. After Serb forces failed to capture the
Bascelija and Parganlija families' home city of Gorazde, they moved on to Srebrenica where they massacred more
than 8,000 Muslim men and boys.Enes Karic has already found a spot on the mosque's soft carpet floor as men take
off their shoes and file into the main prayer room. The 56-year-old truck driver managed to escape Srebrenica with
his life only because he was hidden from Serb forces by his wife and other women."Politics isn't good for people,"
Mr. Karic said. "It makes problems between religions."His son, Muhamed, was 10 years old when their family came
to Chicago in 2001. Now a 25-year-old financial analyst, Muhamed views both presidential candidates with
skepticism, but said he would vote for Ms. Clinton because of Mr. Trump's negative view of Muslims."I don't think
he understands us as refugees," Muhamed said of Mr. Trump. "We to had to come here to escape a brutal
situation.""We think that this kind of talk belongs to a small part of the U.S. people. I can say I still believe in the
United States."- Muriz Mesic, Imam, Bosnian Islamic Cultural Center of Chicago.During the service, the mosque's
imam Muriz Mesic tells his congregation about Mohammed's flight from Mecca to Medina and how the Bosnian
community in Chicago, like the Islamic prophet, must rebuild their lives in a new city after being driven from their
homes."Our goal is to take the Jewish community as an example, as refugees coming here after the Holocaust and
building schools and integrating into society," Mr. Mesic said.A 10-year-old at the time of the war, Mr. Mesic and his
family hid in a basement cut off from the rest of the world, surviving on rations of a small glass of milk and a potato
a day.Mr. Mesic always enjoyed prayer and went on to study Islam. After serving as an imam in Bosnia's capital of
Sarajevo for a decade, he moved to Chicago to serve the Bosnian refugee community."The reason I'm here is the
Bosnian war," he said. "I came to lead my people here. I am going to wherever my congregation is going. "Mr. Mesic
and the congregation at BICC have plans to expand by building a kindergarten and daycare center. They hope to
receive support for the project from the city of Chicago.Despite Donald Trump's call to ban Muslim immigration, Mr.
Mesic believes that the United States remains a generous nation which offers refuge to those fleeing war and
oppression."We think that this kind of talk belongs to a small part of the U.S. people," he said. "I can say I still believe
in the United States."Spencer Kimball is an editor for Handelsblatt Global and is based in Chicago. To contact the
author: s.kimball@extern.vhb.deWHY IT MATTERSDonald Trump has vowed to drastically scale back the U.S.
refugee program if he wins the presidential election, while Hillary Clinton wants to take in more refugees.
FACTSDuring the 1990s and early 2000s, the United States sheltered more than 130,000 predominantly Muslim
Bosnian refugees who fled war and ethnic cleansing in their homeland. An estimated 40,000 Bosnians settled in the
Chicago area after the war, one of the largest Bosnian communities in the United States. Many Bosnian Americans
are leaning toward Hillary Clinton, due in part to Donald Trump's calls for a ban on Muslim immigration to the United
States.
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Traveling While Muslim Complicates Air Travel: Itineraries
MICHAEL T. LUONGO
Muslim fliers, particularly women who cover their hair, are often subjected to extra screening, which requires
more time to navigate security.
Passing through airport screening can be time-consuming for any business traveler. But Nafees Syed, a lawyer and
writer in New York, has additional obstacles.
"I have to go an extra hour earlier than anybody else, because it's not random checking," Ms. Syed said.
An American and a Muslim, Ms. Syed wears a hijab, or head covering. More often than not, she said, she is
pulled aside at security check-in for secondary screenings and pat-downs, the examiner feeling her head
through the hijab.
Ms. Syed, along with many of her American Muslim friends and Islamic-rights advocates, is all too familiar
with what many refer to as the stigma of traveling while Muslim.
There are various ways, of course, that Muslims might draw unwanted attention from gate agents and security officials
at airports, such as when a Middle Eastern or other foreign-sounding name might result in being compared against nofly lists. But for followers of Islam who signal their identity through the way they dress, their clothing can
sometimes feel like a red flag.
Being a business executive or a professional like Ms. Syed - a Yale Law School graduate and commercial
litigator in the prestigious firm Boies, Schiller & Flexner - does not necessarily exempt American Muslim
travelers from the sort of scrutiny that they say has become more common in recent years as a result of terrorist
incidents and anti-Islamic political rhetoric.
Ms. Syed said that when traveling with non-Muslim colleagues, she avoids passing through security alongside them.
"I don't want them to see the humiliation I am going to go through," she said.
Ms. Syed said she has not applied for the Transportation Security Administration's PreCheck program, which can
streamline security clearance for some travelers, after she asked around among other American Muslims. "Word on
the Muslim street is that if you're Muslim it's either really hard to get that or it doesn't necessarily help
anyway," she said.
Officials of the T.S.A., which conducts airport screenings, say the extra scrutiny is not a matter of focusing on religious
groups but can be necessary because scanners can have trouble getting clear images under some types of clothing.
"Persons wearing head coverings, loose fitting or bulky garments may undergo additional security screening, which
may include a pat-down," Mike England, a T.S.A. spokesman, said in an email interview. "A pat-down will be
conducted by a T.S.A. officer of the same gender." If an alarm cannot be resolved through a pat-down, he said, the
passenger may be asked to remove the head covering in a private screening area.
But many Muslim Americans contend that, too often, they are simply targets.
"Unfortunately, the global terror network created racial profiling against Muslims," said Hilal Elver, a professor
at the University of California, Santa Barbara and author of "The Headscarf Controversy: Secularism and Freedom of
Religion."
In an email, Professor Elver said that airport screening can place a special burden on Muslim women whose religious
beliefs dictate that they cover their heads or even more of their bodies.
Ms. Syed, the lawyer, said her faith required her to cover her head in public. But she said some of her Muslim friends
avoid traveling with religious or cultural clothing and will even "deliberately wear college shirts or something like
that to kind of mitigate the potential discrimination."
There are no reliable statistics on whether Americans who are Muslim, or might appear to be, are being subjected to
increasingly strict scrutiny by airport security officials. But various human rights groups have flagged it as an issue of
increasing concern, including the Council on American-Islamic Relations, Muslim Advocates, the American Civil
Liberties Union and the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People.
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"It is a right for all of us as Americans to travel freely," said Brenda F. Abdelall, an official with Muslim Advocates,
a national legal defense group based in Oakland, Calif. "For individuals to have to modify behavior, or be concerned
before they are traveling about what they may wear or what they may say, is problematic."
Daayiee Abdullah, an African-American man who is president of the Mecca Institute, an online Islamic seminary in
Washington, said he reserved the right to wear cultural clothing like a thobe - a long robe - or skullcap while traveling,
even though he realizes it may mean heightened scrutiny at airports. He is also an openly gay imam.
"I get the trifecta," Mr. Abdullah said. "You just never know what the issue is - race, religion, sexual orientation."
Still, he advises those who feel they are being targeted to "act calmly and go through," he said. "The shortest distance
to the other side is to cooperate."
Some travel hubs, including Detroit Metropolitan Wayne County Airport, have noticeable numbers of Muslim women
with head scarves working at security checkpoints.
But Asha Noor, an official with Take on Hate, a Muslim-rights advocacy group in Dearborn, Mich., compared the
situation to police departments hiring African-American officers while ignoring systemic bias. "Just because there
might be a few more Muslims or Arab-Americans working at the Detroit airport, doesn't change the culture of
suspicion," said Ms. Noor, who covers her hair.
Corey Saylor directs the Council on American-Islamic Relations' Department to Monitor and Combat Islamophobia.
He acknowledges that not all T.S.A. scrutiny can be attributed to racial profiling.
"We do see women getting secondary screenings frequently," Mr. Saylor said. "But it is very hard in all honesty to
say if it is the head scarf that is triggering that, or the fact that the head scarf is loose."
Muslims are not the only religious group who might be subjected to extra screenings at airports because of what they
wear. Sikhs, who cover their heads - typically with a turban for men, a long scarf for women - also often draw extra
scrutiny.
"For Sikh Americans, humiliation is a prerequisite to air travel; we are pulled aside and profiled simply because of the
way we look," said Arjun Singh Sethi. He is the director of law and policy for the Sikh Coalition, a national group
founded in the aftermath of 9/11, when some Sikhs were violently attacked.
"The turban is a sacred article of faith and stands for justice and equality," Mr. Sethi said. "Observant Sikh Americans
are mandated to wear it and should not be forced to remove it every time they travel."
Mr. England, the T.S.A. spokesman, said the agency was intent on becoming more culturally sensitive.
"T.S.A. partners with organizations representing multicultural communities to gather input, facilitate mutual
understanding and exchange information," he said.
But for many American Muslims, that understanding is coming too slowly.
Raed Jarrar, an Iraqi-born United States citizen, is government relations manager for the human rights organization
American Friends Service Committee.
Mr. Jarrar won a $240,000 settlement in 2009 from the airline JetBlue over an incident a few years earlier. He had
been stopped from boarding a flight while wearing a T-shirt with the phrase, "We Will Not Be Silent" in Arabic and
English, the slogan of an antiwar group.
JetBlue workers said the T-shirt frightened passengers, and let him board the plane only after he put on an "I Love
NY" heart logo shirt they gave him.
"I took a stand against it," he recalled recently, "because I felt that the assumptions behind asking me to take off the
T-shirt are the same assumptions that lead to killing Arabs and Muslims daily without thinking of them as equivalent
human beings."
Mr. Jarrar said he viewed the situation for Muslims and Arabs traveling through airports and other public
accommodations as part of a continual evolution that various ethnic groups in the United States have undergone "whether it is Japanese-Americans, or Chinese-Americans, or Italians, or even Irish-Americans at one stage."
"Discussing this issue now," for Muslim Americans, he said, "is one of the very important steps towards focusing it
as a nation and trying to deal with it, and put it to rest."
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Britain First deputy leader guilty of hurling abuse at woman wearing hijab
SALLY WARDLE
The deputy leader of far-right group Britain First has been found guilty of religiously aggravated harassment
after hurling abuse at a Muslim woman wearing a hijab in front of her four young children.
Jayda Fransen, 30, was fined nearly £2,000 at Luton and South Bedfordshire Magistrates' Court for wearing a political
uniform and shouting at Sumayyah Sharpe during a "Christian patrol" of Bury Park in Luton on Saturday 23 January.
Fransen admitted telling Ms Sharpe that Muslim men force women to cover up to avoid being raped "because they
cannot control their sexual urges", adding "that's why they are coming into my country raping women across the
continent".
But she denied the words were intended to be offensive. "The reason I said them was because from everything I have
studied, I understand them to be true," Fransen said in her defence.
District Judge Carolyn Mellanby said she believed the group had gone to the area "looking for trouble" - but said Ms
Sharpe had been mistaken as an "easy target".
"I have no doubt the words used towards her (Ms Sharpe), in her expression, represented everything against her and
what she believes in," she said. "In other words, offensive, insulting, abusive and, in my judgment, intended to cause
offence and alarm and distress to her religion."
Around 20 Britain First members took part in the "patrol" of Bury Park, distributing branded newspapers
which had a front page reading "World War Three has begun - Islam against the world", the court heard. Ms
Sharpe, who was shopping with her four young children at the time, refused a newspaper from the group.
Giving evidence on Wednesday, she said it was at this point that Fransen, from South Norwood, south London, crossed
the road and confronted her. The incident was captured on camera by members of Britain First.
Ms Sharpe told the court: "She came across, shouting at me, saying 'Why are you covered?', and she said that quite a
few times. I told her it was my choice that I cover. I then turned to the camera and I said, 'Film me, I'm British, I'm a
British Muslim. It's my choice to wear this clothing and it's my right'." She added: "I called her a slapper, I admit, and
I told her to piss off because I was so angry at that point that she had done that in front of my children."
Footage of the incident with Ms Sharpe was edited and included in a video which was posted on the party's
YouTube channel. District Judge Mellanby said she was aware that as a result, Ms Sharpe had been branded
a "terrorist" on some websites.
Fransen, who was elected deputy leader of Britain First in autumn 2014, was also found guilty of wearing a political
uniform in a public place. The deputy leader was dressed in a green coat with a Britain First lapel and black beanie
hat bearing the party's emblem during the patrol, which District Judge Mellanby ruled was "similar attire" to the rest
of the group and signified her association to the party.
Fransen was fined £1,000 for the religiously aggravated harassment and £200 for wearing a political uniform. She was
also ordered to pay £620 in costs - as well as a £100 surcharge - and issued with a two-year restraining order to prevent
her from contacting Ms Sharpe or engaging in intimidating behaviour towards her. A further charge of failure to
surrender to police bail was withdrawn by the prosecution.
Following the hearing, a Britain First supporter was arrested on suspicion of common assault after an alleged
altercation with a journalist.
Fransen, who is described by Britain First as a "devout Christian", condemned the court's verdict in a video posted to
the group's Facebook page. She said: "It was just absolutely absurd in the court. It was just a really clear display of
Islamic appeasement. That's all that we've just seen."
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Imam 'A Jekyll And Hyde' Character
An Imam who sued the BBC for defamation was "something of a 'Jekyll and Hyde' character" who appeared to present
one face to his general local and inter-faith community and another to particular Muslim and other receptive
audiences, a High Court judge has said.
His characterisation of Shakeel Begg , chief Imam at Lewisham Islamic Centre in south-east London , came as he
dismissed his claim for defamation against the BBC.
Mr Begg claimed he was defamed in a BBC Sunday Politics programme broadcast on the morning of November 3,
2013 , and that words spoken by the show's presenter, journalist Andrew Neil , meant that he was "a member
of a rogue's gallery of extremists who actively encourage the hatred of, violence towards and murder of nonMuslims", and that he promoted and encouraged religious violence by telling Muslims that violence in support
of Islam would constitute a man's greatest deed.
The BBC, which pleaded justification, argued that the words of which he complained meant that he had preached the
extremist position that jihad, in the sense of violence in the name of Islam, is "the greatest of deeds".
Mr Justice Haddon-Cave found that the words bore the meaning that Mr Begg was an extremist Islamic speaker who
espoused extremist Islamic positions, and that he had recently promoted and encouraged religious violence by telling
Muslims that violence in support of Islam would constitute a man's greatest deed.
The judge, who said in order to understand Islam he had read the Quran and the book Milestones, by Egyptian Islamist
author Sayyib Qutb, said the BBC supported its plea of justification by citing a number of speeches Mr Begg had
made, as well as materials including invitations to extremist speakers to speak at the Lewisham Islamic Centre, and
press statements the centre had issued.
He said in his 97-page, 375 paragraph judgment that he had to conduct a very detailed, linguistic, syntactical and
theological analysis of each of Mr Begg's speeches and other utterances, so as to deal fairly with all the parties' and
experts' submissions and arguments and to satisfy myself that his findings in each case were logically and soundly
based.
But the "detail and granularity" of the arguments and analysis should not obscure the fact which emerged when reading
and studying these speeches - "that the various core extremist messages which emerge from the claimant's speeches
and utterances would, in my view, have been quite clear to the audiences at the time on each occasion", he said.
Mr Begg, said Mr Justice Haddon-Cave , used various techniques in these speeches to get his extremist message across
to his audiences with language which varied from the explicit to the implicit.
Examples "of particularly explicit extremist language" were to be found in a speech Mr Begg made at Kingston
University in 20065 in which he used the words "...Take some money and go to Palestine and fight, fight the terrorists,
fight the Zionists in Palestine if you want to do this..."an in advice to Tawfique Chowdhury which included, for
example, the words "... signing adeal with the devil, ... with the brutal, cunning and oppressive anti-terrorism
workforce..."
The judge went on: "The claimant also uses a variety of rhetorical, didactic and other techniques in his speeches,
which have the effect of enhancing the attractiveness and authenticity of the core extremist message to his
audience."
He had also used a variety of historical and metaphorical devices to cloak and embellish his extremist messages,
and had used his position as an Imam to state definitive (extremist) religious theological positions, the judge
said.
"However, as emphasised above, the fact that the claimant uses these various techniques or devices, does not obscure
but, rather, enhances and sharpens the power and clarity of his core extremist messages, which would have been quite
apparent to significant sections of his informed and engaged audience," said Mr Justice Haddon-Cave .
But it was also necessary to examine Mr Beggs' positive case and place it alongside his extremist speeches, he said.
He went on: "This reveals a conundrum in this case: there is a striking contrast between the claimant's apparently
(benign) reputation in the local community and these (extremist) speeches and utterances set out above.
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"It is clear that the claimant has engaged in much inter-faith and community work over recent years, particularly with
young people. It is clear that he is held in high regard by the local community, as witnessed by the testimonials from
local faith and other leaders attesting to his good name.
"It is clear that the Claimant is, and has been, a respected and trusted figure in the Lewisham Muslim and wider
community and has been for many years. How does one reconcile these two apparently conflicting pictures?
"The answer lies, in my view, in the fact that the claimant, Shakeel Begg , is something of a 'Jekyll and Hyde' character.
He appears to present one face to the general local and inter-faith community and another to particular Muslim and
other receptive audiences.
"The former face is benign, tolerant and ecumenical; the latter face is ideologically extreme and intolerant. He has
worked hard to cultivate an image of himself as a highly respected figure in the Lewisham community. However, it is
clear that on occasions when it has suited him, and he was speaking to predominantly Muslim audiences and/or
audiences who might be receptive to his message, he has shed the cloak of respectability and revealed the horns of
extremism."
There was, said the judge, no evidence that any of the local community and other faith leaders who gave Mr Begg
testimonials were present at, or aware of, his extremist speeches.
The judge added: "There is also a striking contrast between the claimant's extremist speeches and his recent repeated
disavowal of extreme Islam in his witness statement and in his evidence at trial.
"I find his recent disavowal unconvincing. Religious extremism is tenacious and I have found no cogent evidence to
suggest that the claimant had undergone a Damascene conversion by the time of the BBC broadcast in November
2013 (or has since).
"In my view, the Claimant's ostensible cloak of respectability is likely to have made his (extremist) message in these
speeches all the more compelling and seductive to his audiences. For this reason, therefore, his messages would have
been all the more effective and dangerous."
Mr Justice Haddon-Cave added that even if he had found that the BBC's plea of justification was not fully made out
on the evidence, he would nevertheless still have found that Mr Begg "was, at best, reckless and irresponsible in his
use of language when speaking to predominantly Muslim audiences about the sensitive subject of jihad", so that he
would have awarded only nominal damages or no damages at all.
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Guiding the Youth Amidst Islamophobia
NOOR ALI
Microinsults according to Sue, include remarks and comments that are culturally insensitive and rude to a particular
demographic. These would include being considered barbaric, aggressive, or violent; bracketed as terrorists; name
calling such as ragheads; Osama Bin Laden costumes on Halloween; and slurs insinuating that the entire population
is criminal.
Are Muslim Americans working to guide the youth toward engagement with the larger community?
CONVERSATION REGARDING Muslims in America rages in the present political and social environment. A
hyperactive lobby seeks not only to marginalize eternally an entire population, but also to demonize them. Such a
climate makes it a priority to reach out to our youth and explore avenues that will afford them confidence, strength,
and clarity.
Exploring discrimination highlights different layers of the Muslim experience in America. On one front, there is the
obvious misrepresentation, hate mongering, and bias that fill mainstream media and politics. On a more nuanced front,
however, we see what Deraid W. Sue, professor of counseling psychology at Columbia University, refers to as
microaggressions (Microaggressions in Everyday Life: Race, Gender, and Sexual Orientation, Wiley, 2010). While
outright oppression, hostility, and gun violence has a stark presence, it is microinsults, microassualts, and
microinvalidations (together, microaggressions) that become very fabric of society. Because of their microscopic
nature they are often ignored, or swept under the rug as "not such a big deal," or something that one should "get over,"
or "not take too seriously." Creating a pathology of silence around these experiences gives the overt message to our
youth that the experience is unimportant, or worse still, invalid.
Microinsults according to Sue, include remarks and comments that are culturally insensitive and rude to a
particular demographic. These would include being considered barbaric, aggressive, or violent; bracketed as
terrorists; name calling such as ragheads; Osama Bin Laden costumes on Halloween; and slurs insinuating that
the entire population is criminal. Microassaults go a step further - verbal and nonverbal attacks are made towards
individuals and deliberately discriminatory actions are taken, such as the wide range of Muslims' recent flight
experiences. A further means of marginality is when microinvalidations take place, and the experiences of an entire
population are negated, unrepresented, avoided, or simply ignored. This includes a clear lack of Muslim protagonists
in the literature that our students are exposed to in school. Most often the reference made to Muslim characters is
limited to stories like The Kite Runner or Malala Yusufzai. Such literature either reestablishes the stereotypes of
oppression, or speaks of the formidable strength of people against oppression. However neither represents the Muslim
experience in America, and emphasizes the distant and removed image of Muslims from the nation's fabric.
Conversations about marginalization often speak of the African American, Latino, or LGBT narrative, but continue
to ignore the Muslim experience in America. Hence, it is in the rampant nature of microaggressions that an entire
undervalued social group does not just remain institutionally marginalized, but also becomes demonized. Being the
youth of a demonized group carries the weight of guilt by association.
Recent work by Bic Ngo, an associate professor at the University of WisconsinMadison, (Education and Urban
Society, 42(4), 473-495, 2010) explores the many ways in which youth deal with the burden of being the Other and
continued marginalization. Their defense mechanisms often include self-loathing, disconnecting from cultural
identity, exclusion, violence, and even suicide. From simple things like needing a hyphenated label of "Muslim
American" (how common is the phrase "Christian American"?) to un-Islamicizing their names, to complex issues such
as believing in "West-hate" and conspiracy theories. Altogether this places them in emotional and spiritual whirlpools
because they are consistently fed the message that theirs is a deficient ethnic background. All of this is common
knowledge.
What is uncommon knowledge is the consistent failure of mainstream Muslims themselves, within America, to be
cohesive, progressive, and relevant for their youth. Here are a few insights I've gained by working in Muslim schools
in America over the last decade. (I cite Muslim schools here because they are representative of similar trends in
mainstream Muslim households, mosques and community centers.)
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Creating an invalidating narrative: Just as in the mainstream, some Muslims create an invalidating narrative for their
youth, by not allowing them the freedom to express themselves and question. Oftentimes, the administration, teachers,
and parents respond to questions with "because I said so." Silencing children creates discomfort, teaching them that
nobody's interested in their questions, or listening to their "pointless" opinions. A masjid youth coordinator recently
commented how thankless this job is. Every planned youth event was met with opposition, as if the very presence of
youth was getting on their nerves.
Creating a judgmental environment: Within Muslim schools there is consistent negative judgment on character,
clothing, speaking too loudly, having creative expression - oftentimes the free spirited ones are shunned as being a
"bit too much." The dichotomy that emerges here is that the students are being given the message in school or home
that they are not Muslim enough, yet as they step outside, shunned for being too Muslim. Disapproving of their
hairstyles, choice of clothing, tastes and trends, from both sides, systematically piles up barriers.
Creating a fearful environment: More than fifty years ago, the earlier Muslim immigrants chose to avoid drawing
attention to themselves. This meant remaining on the peripheries and avoiding public engagement. That same defense
mechanism, arising from language barriers and cultural dissonance, has been handed down to second-generation
Muslims, who are taught that it is best to prefer mediocrity and disengagement, than hope big. Relatedly, careers in
hip-hop, stand-up comedy, and media, are all considered too "alien."
Creating Cliques: The Muslim American community is full of immense segregation and discrimination. Racial slurs
against African American Muslims, who represent the nation's indigenous Muslim experience, bias against Latino
Muslims, White Muslims, Arab Muslims, Desi [South Asian] Muslims - depending on which subset you belong to is an exercise in hostility and judgment where no one is Muslim enough, or 'really' Muslim until they are exactly your
brand. This is experience of exclusion is being passed on to the youth.
Choosing silence over activism: While getting adept at clicktivism and re-posting videos and articles that speak to the
Muslim cause, Muslims are afraid to provide support for their youth's community engagement. Whether it's an Earth
Day clean up, or a movie at the park, the community has been taught to exclude and be excluded.
My experience with the youth has taught me that the most important step in reaching out to kids is just that - reaching
out. Neither silencing, nor shunning, nor judging. Much confronts them as they navigate through elementary, middle,
and high school, and college. Walking on the street, playing soccer on the field, eating at the cafeteria, are all simple
yet terribly complex tasks for them, and we are forever widening the gap between them and us. In conversations with
eighth graders over the last five years, I have repeatedly heard how they feel guilty about 9/11 even though they
were born after it, and are stressed in public places where there is media coverage of a terrorist event. Having
these conversations at home, and sharing your own public and workplace experience of Islamophobia, and how
you dealt with it, are tools that need to be passed on to our kids. Often in my interaction with youth I've learnt that
they feel they are alone in this identity struggle and that their parents wouldn't understand. It is also important to reach
out to your children when they return from school, to check in with them about how their day was. Reaching out to
teachers and counselors at school can be another way of creating a comfortable space for our kids. Our youth see our
involvement within the Muslim community, but less so in the larger community, hence they do not see much modeled
behavior of civic engagement. To this end, increasing a community presence with volunteering and social projects
outside the Muslim community are steps to becoming a seen demographic as opposed to a silenced one, as well as
providing our youth with the means to develop ownership and belonging in their own land.
Conversation and engagement are acts of collaboration that enable youth to make space and create a voice for
themselves in an environment where they feel distinctly uncomfortable. Whether our youth go to public or Islamic
schools, it is imperative that we open up a world of possibility to them, and not hold them back from opportunities
because of fear and hatred.
CONVERSATION AND ENGAGEMENT ARE ACTS OF COLLABORATION THAT ENABLE YOUTH TO
MAKE SPACE AND CREATE A VOICE FOR THEMSELVES IN AN ENVIRONMENT WHERE THEY FEEL
DISTINCTLY UNCOMFORTABLE.
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Ideology makes London the best city on earth, so let's export it
MUDDASSAR AHMED
"WHY can't we be more like London?' That's what a teary-eyed senior Democrat asked me at Hillary Clinton's
campaign finale event at the Javits Center in New York on election night. I was as heartbroken as him - we'd both
spent months campaigning non-stop.
As a lifelong Yankophile, I've now almost given up on my American Dream. Who needs the American Dream when
you have the London Legend? For everything that has gone wrong in the US regarding Muslims (and everyone else),
there is a lot that London has got right. Remember that despite a Donald Trumpstyle campaign against him, Sadiq
Khan won London's mayoral race without the sky falling.
Muslims in the US have good reason to worry: Trump had promised to ban their co-religionists from entering the
country (later repositioning the ban as high security vetting for those from particular countries). He alluded to a
"Muslim problem" and proclaimed that "Islam hates us".
Campaign rhetoric has quickly translated into an approach to government: General Mike Flynn has been put forward
as national security advisor. Flynn has described Islamism as a "vicious cancer" present in all Muslims, and
described fear of the religion as "rational".
Many of my American Muslim friends are thinking of moving. I don't think they should. Instead, they should act like
Londoners. They should stay in the US and draw inspiration from Londonism.
Londonism is what allowed us to turn the dilapidated Docklands into Canary Wharf. It's what let us turn the
Millennium Dome into the O2. Londonism is women wearing hijabs, bikinis and everything in between, while
asserting their right to wear what they want.
But most importantly, it's what lets us cut through diplomatic rhetoric, political correctness and journalistic hyperbole
when we face down terrorism by shouting "you ain't no Muslim bruv". I'm now advising my American friends to say
to white supremacists who are now in the ascendancy: "You ain't no American, buddy."
Londonism is what makes our city the best in the world. Zurich's trains might be more punctual, Singapore's airport
might be slicker, and Berlin's flats might be cheaper. But we have a secret weapon: our ideology. One that allows us
both to nurture business while holding the worst bankers to account, to welcome immigrants wholeheartedly while
retaining our Britishness. The US electoral map makes it look like whole states are red and others blue. However, at
the county level, urban areas are blue and rural ones red. City slickers want more of the same, while country bumpkins
want change at any cost. Sound familiar? Trump was right about one thing: the US election really was "Brexit times
10". I've been to New York dozens of times. I've been to York once. We cosmopolitans are living in a parallel universe
of postrace, post-class, post-everything bliss, and reality has burst our bubble. Ironically, it is Londonism's cocktail of
policies (Centre-Right on the economy, Left-wing on immigration) that may be the tonic for our ideologically divided
world.
We need to ensure the countryside has as many opportunities as the city. We have to export Londonism - to the Rust
Belt and the counties. Americans love all things British: Adele, Simon Cowell and Prince Harry. Can't we sell them
some Londonism? At least the exchange rate works in their favour.
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Republicans urge minorities to give Trump a chance, despite intolerant
appointees
SAMER HIJAZI; HASSAN KHALIFEH
[Walid Phares] is an American citizen and a Maronite Christian of Ixbanese origin who has been outspoken
about radical Islam in books he's authored, including, "Future Jihad: Terrorist Strategies against America"
and "The Coming Revolution: Straggle for Freedom in the Middle East."
"These two right-wing ideologues pose serious risks to America and its values," the ADC said. "Phares and Barron
have a long history of bigotry and divisive racist ideologies. Their roles as top advisers endanger all communities of
color, including Arabs and Muslims. ADC believes both Phares and [Stephen Bannon] should be removed from their
roles as advisers immediately."
"A person who believes the faith of one fourth of the world's population is a 'cancer' should not be advising the
president on anything, let alone on our nation's security," said CAIR National Executive Director Nihad Awad. "We
urge President-elect Tramp not to appoint General [Michael Flynn] to any administration post, and if he already has
made that decision, to find another candidate who does not hold such bigoted views."
DETROIT - President elect Donald Trump's offensive campaign rhetoric seems to be finding a very prominent and
visible place on his cabinet.
In the days since the jaw dropping election, Tramp has appointed several right wing, anti-Islamic White-nationalists
to his advisory team-paving a path for what can perhaps be a gloomy four years for minority groups.
The announcement of Stephen Bannon, the anti-Muslim conspiracy theorist and White nationalist who is the chairman
of Breitbart News as Tramp's chief strategist, has left many Muslims unsettled.
Bannon has had a long history of Xenophobic and racist ideologies.
In recent months, Bannon conducted dozens of interviews with anti-Muslim extremists on his Sirius XM radio show.
These guests offered paranoid accusations and false conspiracy theories about Muslims, all of which Bannon left
unchallenged.
Tramp has also appointed Walid Phares as an expert on terrorism, counter-terrorism and Middle Eastern Affairs.
Phares is an American citizen and a Maronite Christian of Ixbanese origin who has been outspoken about radical
Islam in books he's authored, including, "Future Jihad: Terrorist Strategies against America" and "The Coming
Revolution: Straggle for Freedom in the Middle East."
On Tuesday, the National Office of the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee released a statement
demanding the immediate removal of both Phares and Barron as chief advisers.
"These two right-wing ideologues pose serious risks to America and its values," the ADC said. "Phares and Barron
have a long history of bigotry and divisive racist ideologies. Their roles as top advisers endanger all communities of
color, including Arabs and Muslims. ADC believes both Phares and Bannon should be removed from their roles as
advisers immediately."
On Thursday, reports circulated that Tramp was also appointing retired Lt. Gen. Michael Flynn as his national security
adviser.
Flynn has had a long history of anti-Muslim comments and associations. Earlier this year, at a Texas event
hosted by the anti-Islam hate group ACT for America, Flynn compared Islam to "a cancer" and said that faith
of 1.6 billion people worldwide "definitely hides behind being a religion."
Flynn is on the board of advisers for ACT for America, a virulently anti-Muslim hate group headed by Hanah Kahwagi
Tudor, who goes by the pseudonym "Brigitte Gabriel." The organization was classified as a hate group by the Southern
Poverty Law Center.
The Council on American Islamic Relations (CAIR) quickly called for Tramp to reconsider his appointment of Flynn.
"A person who believes the faith of one fourth of the world's population is a 'cancer' should not be advising the
president on anything, let alone on our nation's security," said CAIR National Executive Director Nihad Awad. "We
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urge President-elect Tramp not to appoint General Flynn to any administration post, and if he already has made that
decision, to find another candidate who does not hold such bigoted views."
Then there is Frank Gaffney, founder of the Center for Security Policy, a think tank on foreign policy issues. He has
been described in some media as an advisor to Tramp's transition team, but Gaffney has denied that.
In 2015, the Southern Poverty Law Center dubbed Gaffney, "One of America's notorious Islamophobes."
His ridiculous actions in the past included accusing President Obama of being a Muslim and being one of the spearheaders of the "birther" movement, which Tramp would later capitalize on.
Once Obama was in office, Gaffney constantly pounded on the conspiracy theory that the president was part of a deeprooted movement of Muslim infiltration in the government, with a goal to establish a jihadist agenda.
Gaffney, like many other Islamophobes, had a strange fixation with "Sharia Law"enticing fear into
mainstream Americans that Muslims living in the U.S. had an agenda to make it the law of the land.
And now, he may be assisting the president-elect in appointing people in key government positions.
"Give him a chance" Reports have begun pouring in that Tramp's advisers are already hard at work with plans to begin
the process of a U.S.-Mexico border wall, as well as a "registry" of Muslims who immigrate to this country.
Yet, Republicans are telling millions of concerned Muslim, Latino and African Americans to give him a chance.
Lena Epstein, co-chair of the Trump campaign in Michigan, said it is easy for individuals to get "caught up" in media
rhetoric that stress certain words or sound bites the candidate said on the campaign trail.
Epstein said she has come to know Tramp on a personal level and regards his character as honorable.
She said Tramp ran for president because he wishes for a strong America, which must be acknowledged for its diversity
and appreciation of all of its population, including the Arab American community.
She urged all Americans who might be discouraged by Tramp's election to watch for the first 100 days after his
inauguration. After the president-elect is given that chance and affirms enhancements in people's lives, like in
economic improvements, she said the public can then hold Trump accountable for the promises he made during the
campaign."Fear spreads fear - hate spreads hate," she said. "We can't judge him before his presidency."
Epstein added that although the campaign recognizes some Arab and Muslim Americans' concerns about Bannon, she
cannot speak to his past, but can attest to the expectations Tramp will hold regarding his service as chief strategist in
demonstrating honesty, integrity, respect and leadership.
"Arabs should embrace TYump"
Bill Runco, the Michigan Republican Party's chair in Dearborn's 12th Congressional District, said Tramp's election is
considered a major step in the right direction for the country among the area's Republican voters.
Runco associated Tramp's fanfare with his honest politics and strong economic policies, rather than the controversial
tone he has used during the campaign.
Runco acknowledges the reasons why many might take offense to what they feel is divisive rhetoric, but he added the
majority are not willing to wait and see how Tramp will perform as president.
"Republicans would not be protesting if Clinton had won the seat," he said.
Runco said that although popular liberal media outlets and minority communities might believe Trump is a racist, it's
furthest from the truth.
Runco pointed to Trump having been the 1986 recipient of the Ellis Island Medal of Honor, which pays tribute to the
contributions made to America by immigrants and their children while, "embodying the spirit of America in their
celebration of patriotism, tolerance, brotherhood and diversity."
Tramp was photographed with civil rights icon Rosa Parks and boxer Muhammad Ali, among others.
Clinton was similarly honored with the award in 1999.
Regarding Tramp's antagonistic tone, Runco said some might take offense to his words, but asked that they give him
an opportunity to demonstrate his virtue after he takes office and not base it on his outspoken nature and "New Yorker"
attitude. "Trump is an enigma," he said. "He can be very charming and he can be very rash."
He likened Trump to President Reagan, who was at first seen as offbeat, but later went on to become a well-liked
president.
"As observed during the primaries, Tramp is a tough man who will follow immigration laws, does not favor an agenda
and will fight for all Americans' civil rights, including the Arab and Muslim communities," he said.
Runco urged Arab Americans to actively seek partnerships with the Tramp administration and routinely voice their
concerns.
He said the response will be the final arbiter of Tramp's rapport.
"We should not be disappointed." he said.
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Senator who backed waterboarding named head of CIA: Trump's first three
Cabinet members include attorney general once blocked as judge after racism
claim
RUTHSHERLOCK ; HARRIETALEXANDER
DONALD TRUMP has appointed as his CIA director Mike Pompeo, a little known senator who has claimed
waterboarding and other "enhanced interrogation techniques" are lawful. Mr Trump yesterday also nominated as his
attorney general Jeff Sessions, a Republican politician from Alabama who was turned down for the post of federal
judge because of allegations of racism. The appointments are the second and third cabinet roles to be filled after Mike
Flynn, a retired military general whose decorated career has been overshadowed by controversial statements about
Islam, was named national security adviser on Thursday night.
Mr Pompeo, a 52-year-old member of the Tea Party and senator for Kansas, served in the army as a cavalry officer
before training as a lawyer and entered politics in 2011. He made his fortune after founding Thayer Aerospace, and
then received strong backing from the Koch brothers, the billionaire Republican donors who are based in his
hometown of Wichita, Kansas. Before starting the job, Mr Pompeo will have to be confirmed by the US Senate something that could be complicated by his past support for the CIA's "enhanced interrogation techniques". Mr
Pompeo denounced the 2014 release of a senate report which found that many of these practices are torture and are
unhelpful to national security. Mr Trump said during his presidential campaign, "We should go tougher than
waterboarding", a technique which simulates drowning. Amnesty International said yesterday it was greatly concerned
about Mr Pompeo's appointment and called on the senator to explain his views.
A member of the House Intelligence committee, Mr Pompeo is known for his support of the NSA surveillance
programmes and his strong criticism of whistleblower Edward Snowden. He caused anger in June 2013 when he
said Muslims who fail to condemn terrorist acts were "potentially complicit". Mr Trump's choice of Mr Sessions
as attorney general is a sign he is rewarding key allies. The 69-year-old was the first senator to endorse Mr Trump and
defended him on television after the leak of Mr Trump's comments about groping women.
In 1986, Mr Sessions became only the second nominee in 50 years to be denied confirmation as a federal judge, after
allegations he had made racist remarks. Those included testimony that he called an African-American prosecutor
"boy," an allegation he denied. Mr Sessions said he was not a racist, but said at his hearing that groups such as the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People and the American Civil Liberties Union could be
considered "un-American." Mr Trump's appointment of Mr Flynn as national security adviser puts back into
power a retired intelligence officer who has called Islam "a cancer". The president-elect, who is to spend the
weekend at his golf course in New Jersey, said he would today meet contenders for secretary of state. He is also
scheduled to meet Mitt Romney, the former presidential candidate. Chuck Schumer, the incoming Senate Democratic
leader, said he was "very concerned" about Mr Trump's selection of Mr Sessions.
Sources inside the transition team yesterday also reportedly confirmed the appointment of Mike Huckabee, the
Republican former governor of Arkansas and two-time presidential hopeful, as ambassador to Israel. He supports Mr
Trump's controversial plan to relocate the American embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.
Trump's Cabinet Billionaire's first picks Michael Flynn Retired Lt General Mr Flynn, 57, served in Iraq and
Afghanistan after joining the US Army in 1981. He rose through the ranks and in 2011 was made Lt General. A year
later Barack Obama appointed him director of the Defence Intelligence Agency. He was fired two years later after
clashes over his "management style". Mr Flynn is said to have ties to Russia and shares Mr Trump's scepticism of
Nato.
Mike Pompeo Congressman for Kansas A West Point and Harvard Law graduate who represents the Wichita area in
the House, Mr Pompeo, 52, was elected in 2011 after founding an aerospace company. He received funding from the
billionaire Koch brothers, and in power has echoed their positions of climate change scepticism, free market
economics and libertarian beliefs. He opposes the Iran deal and closing Guantánamo.
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Jeff Sessions Senator from Alabama A veteran of Alabama politics, Mr Sessions, 69, is known for taking a very hard
line on immigration, and being only the second candidate for federal judge rejected by the approval committee after
claims of racism. In power he has opposed nearly every immigration bill including a path to citizenship for immigrants
in the country illegally, and also fought legal immigration.
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Being an activist in Bangladesh can be deadly
Muhammad Shohiduzzaman
Bangladesh Student Union (BSU): I have been a member of BSU since 2010 and the ex-president of the Syihet district
committee. BSU was established in 1952 and is an independent, democratic, leftist political network that primarily
works for the rights of students in Bangladesh. Its membership exceeds 20,000 students. The mission of BSU is to
establish a nondiscriminatory science-based secular and uniform education system.
Transparency International-Bangladesh: The Youth Engagement and Support (YES) group is a movement initiated by
Transparency International-Bangladesh (TIB) to engage and empower the youth of Bangladesh to address issues
related to corruption. I worked as a volunteer in this group from 2006 to 2012, helping raise awareness against
corruption, organizing and participating at protests against sexual violence faced by women and children, and in other
issues related to women's empowerment. I performed in different street dramas as a theater actor. I was also a
scriptwriter for these dramas.
* On Dec. 23, 2013, a religious extremist group threatened to kill me. I reported this to the Syihet police, but they did
not respond. Furthermore, a local religious extremist group organized a procession against bloggers and freethinkers
in Syihet, and shouted slogans against me and other bloggers. The group also threatened to kill us. I found out that I
am at the top of its list because of my anti-religious fundamentalism activities and my demand for justice against the
murdered bloggers.
Cliff Richards Student Activist Award
Muhammad Shohiduzzaman received $2,(XX) in late September from FFRF as a Cliff Richards Student Activist.
My name is Muhammad Shohiduzzaman and my pen name is Paplu Bangali. I am a blogger, a student activist and a
theatre activist in Bangladesh. I am an atheist, even though I come from a conventional Muslim family.
I was born in a small village in the Syihet District in Bangladesh. It's a multicultural area where Christian, Hindu and
Buddhist religious minorities live among the Muslim majority. People in my village are very religious and
conservative.
I attended a government primary school and then at the age of 14 I was sent to my uncle's house in Upazlia to get a
better education. After finishing my secondary education there, I enrolled in business studies at Madan Mohan College
in Syihet. That was when I first got involved with social, cultural and political movements, including theatre activism.
For the last decade, I have been working on various social issues, including human rights of religious minorities,
violence against women, religious fanaticism, and secular and science based-education.
I have been writing in the areas of freethinking, criticizing Islamic fundamentalism and repression of religious
minorities. Recently, I have been active in raising voices against the killings of bloggers. I organized and led protests
and rallies demanding justice for all these murdered bloggers and freethinkers in Bangladesh. Many national print and
electronic media interviewed me about this movement because we have been demanding the arrests of the killers.
As a civil society activist, I founded and/or worked with a number of organizations and political networks:
Bangladesh Student Union (BSU): I have been a member of BSU since 2010 and the ex-president of the Syihet district
committee. BSU was established in 1952 and is an independent, democratic, leftist political network that primarily
works for the rights of students in Bangladesh. Its membership exceeds 20,000 students. The mission of BSU is to
establish a nondiscriminatory science-based secular and uniform education system.
Bangladesh Udichi Shilpigosthi: I have been a member since 2008. It is the largest anti-sectarian, progressive and
voluntary organization in Bangladesh, which plays a significant role in all secular and cultural movements in
Bangladesh. Since its inception, the organization is engaged in raising awareness among the public through cultural
activities - songs, dances, recitations, dramas, films, fine arts and literary works.
Youth for National Interest: I am the founder of Jatyo Sharthe Amra Tarunno (Youth for National Interest), which
was established in 2013. I worked as the coordinator until I left Bangladesh in March 2016. We organized civil society
campaigns against all forms of sexual abuse and violence faced by children and women.
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Blogger 8c Online Activist Forum: I am also a founding member and organizer of this group in Syihet since 2012.
This forum promotes freethinking and the rights of online bloggers and other freethinkers. We organized various civil
society campaigns against arrests and killings of bloggers.
Transparency International-Bangladesh: The Youth Engagement and Support (YES) group is a movement initiated by
Transparency International-Bangladesh (TIB) to engage and empower the youth of Bangladesh to address issues
related to corruption. I worked as a volunteer in this group from 2006 to 2012, helping raise awareness against
corruption, organizing and participating at protests against sexual violence faced by women and children, and in other
issues related to women's empowerment. I performed in different street dramas as a theater actor. I was also a
scriptwriter for these dramas.
As a result of my activism, I was physically attacked three times by Islamic fundamentalists:
* On Dec. 23, 2013, a religious extremist group threatened to kill me. I reported this to the Syihet police, but they did
not respond. Furthermore, a local religious extremist group organized a procession against bloggers and freethinkers
in Syihet, and shouted slogans against me and other bloggers. The group also threatened to kill us. I found out that I
am at the top of its list because of my anti-religious fundamentalism activities and my demand for justice against the
murdered bloggers.
* On Jan. 11, 2014, I was attacked by a group of fundamentalists with the intent to kill me. Fortunately, I managed
to save my life; however my head was injured and my right hand was fractured. I stayed in the university medical
facility for two days. I was attacked because I organized the protest with Youth for National Interest days earlier. The
protest condemned Bangladesh's widespread attacks against religious minorities, and we demanded justice for victims
of human rights violations.
* On May 12, 2015, I organized a protest in Syihet against the murder of blogger Ananta Bijoy Dash after he
was killed by fundamentalists. During the protest, members of the ruling party's student league attempted to attack
me because I was the main organizer. I was taken to a safe place by other protesters. However, I then found out that
some of my activist friends were physically attacked by them.
* On Feb. 4, 2016, I was attacked while I was traveling by rickshaw to my home in Syihet. Six unidentified persons
dragged me out of the rickshaw and called me "nasthik," which means atheist. Then they physically assaulted me.
Fortunately, bystanders intervened and saved me from the attackers. I reported the attack to the local police, but they
did not take any steps for my safety. They just told me to leave Bangladesh because it was not safe for me to stay.
The current Bangladesh government keeps silent over the killings of bloggers and freethinkers because the government
is keen to maintain its ties to the fundamentalist groups in order to hold onto its political power. Therefore, there has
been no action taken against the fundamentalist groups, so the religious extremist groups, as well as ruling party's
supporters, targeted me.
I made a general complaint to the police station two times regarding the attacks on me. However, the police failed to
take any action. After the incident on Jan. 11, 2014, with the assistance of my political friends, I sought temporary
relocation to a rural village in Bangladesh. After that, I returned to the city, and changed my place of residence.
Following the incident on May 12, 2015, I took similar precautions and changed my residence again. After the incident
on Feb. 4,, 2016, I moved to Dhaka with the help of my fellow bloggers.
In Dhaka, I contacted Forum Asia and it, in collaboration with INFORM Human Rights Documentation Centre in Sri
Lanka, assisted me in temporarily relocating to Sri Lanka. I stayed there for five months under a tourist visa. Then in
August of this year, I was relocated to the Philippines with the help of PAHRA (Philippine Alliance of Human Rights
Advocates).
Several of my colleagues, including Nazimuddin Samad, who denounced the last attack I faced, were killed while I
was in Sri Lanka. Such attacks clearly indicate that returning to Bangladesh is impossible and life-threatening.
Therefore, I am in need of a long-term relocation. Currently I am looking for an opportunity to enroll in a post-graduate
course.
So while I vow to continue my activism and education, I must do it outside of Bangladesh.
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Shame on Sharia
GITA SAHGAL
AS A young British-Pakistani woman, Lubna faced an agonising decision. She was brought up a devout Muslim in a
prosperous middle-class family in the north of England, but her arranged marriage to the father of her two children
was a disaster.
He was both sexually abusive and physically violent; he and members of his family regularly beat up Lubna. When
he suddenly disappeared to pursue a new life in America with a new woman, she was left to work night and day to
support his elderly parents until they threw her out of their house.
Lubna moved to London to rebuild her life. She studied for a university degree, and with the support of her family,
began civil proceedings to divorce her husband.
Unlike her terrifying marriage, the process was largely pain-free. Thanks to a restraining order, her furious husband who returned to contest the divorce - was banned from approaching her. The court granted her custody of their children
and successfully hid her address from him for fear of reprisals. But after she was persuaded to obtain an Islamic
divorce in the sharia court, her true nightmare began.
First, the clerics tried to persuade her to attempt a reconciliation with her abusive husband. Then, after they disclosed
her address, he threatened to kill her, kidnapped her children, and subjected her to an horrific rape that left her needing
an abortion.
Lubna had not even thought she needed a sharia divorce, but shortly before her decree nisi was made absolute, her
estranged husband stood up before a prayer meeting at her local mosque in East London and denounced her as a loose
woman' who was being pimped by her widowed mother Shagufta. He said he was still willing to take her back for the
sake of our children'.
Although at least one imam knew the horrific background to her marriage, a delegation from the mosque visited her
family to persuade her to return. When that failed, the imam, an old family friend, put more pressure on Lubna to go
to the sharia court.
To satisfy her devout Muslim mother, who was being intimidated by the wider Muslim community, she eventually
went to the sharia court near London's Regent's Park. What happened there shocked her to her core. Faced by a bench'
of clerics who described themselves as judges', she expected to be able to describe her plight at the hands of her violent
husband.
She told me: The court was incredibly difficult. My mother and I were repeatedly told to be silent. None of the
information from the civil proceedings, including non-molestation orders, was admissible in the sharia court.
When my ex-husband said he wanted a reconciliation, the judges said I should comply.
I tried to tell them about the violence and abuse I had suffered throughout the marriage, but was advised to be quiet.
My mother was also silenced.'
She faced intrusive questioning about the last time she had sex with her husband - crucial, the judges told her, to
determine exactly when their relationship had ended. She was also forced to disclose her address.
This is the reality of sharia courts currently spreading across Britain and denying Muslim women their legal rights - a
proliferation that is being encouraged by the British state in the name of increased security. The Commons Home
Affairs Committee has begun an investigation into the spread of Islamic law.
Dr Ahmad Al-Dubayan, chairman of the new UK Board of Sharia Councils, told the committee that British Muslims
have the right to use sharia courts. They have no legal force but are regularly used by Muslim families to adjudicate
on personal matters, including religious marriages and divorces.
Dr Al-Dubayan's colleague said that Islamic law allows polygamy, but the sharia judges and regulators' denied that
they were promoting the practice. To me this sounded like double-speak from the very organisation that aimed to
standardise procedures and prevent abuses which could be perpetrated by the scores of self-appointed courts' operating
around the country with no regulation. In other words, they were the good guys who should be trusted to tame the
extremists who might flourish if sharia law was driven underground.
The truth, however, is far more sinister. As an activist and documentary film-maker who has spent more than two
decades investigating religious fundamentalism in Britain, I can reveal that sharia courts seek to undermine
British law, subject women to humiliation, subjugation and the risk of physical harm, and apply a version of
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Islamic law that is far more extreme than that used in Muslim countries such as Bangladesh and Pakistan. The
most prominent sharia councils are also the fundamentalist ones.
At the heart of their existence is a deliberate lie. The overwhelming majority of cases heard by sharia courts are divorce
suits brought by women who are told that a British civil divorce does not count in the eyes of Islam. Any woman who
embarks on a new relationship will, they say, have committed adultery - a crime only equalled in their eyes by apostasy
[abandoning Islam] and blasphemy. Yet the courts in, for example, Bangladesh and Pakistan, are perfectly happy to
accept a civil divorce certificate from Britain as evidence of the end of a marriage, which in the Muslim tradition is a
civil contract rather than a sacrament. In those countries, the contract must be registered to count as a legal marriage.
But, here in Britain, there are many unregistered marriages.
Nobody knows how many unregulated sharia courts there are in Britain. One unofficial estimate put the total at around
85, which means there is a sharia court in pretty much every area with a sizeable Muslim community. A Home Office
study suggests there are about 30, but there are many individuals dispensing sharia law too, in mosques, Islamic centres
and even below shops. Even the Home Office study did not name the sharia councils that it had identified.
Yet a generation ago, they were unknown. Now, because of pressure from radical mosques and elsewhere, the
basic principle of equality in marriage is dispensed with in favour of an extreme interpretation of Islamic law.
The ending of a marriage in a civil court is simply not enough for a woman to feel she will not be labelled an
adulterer if she marries again. That is why some women choose' sharia divorce, even if they are already
divorced.
Lubna was one such woman. After filling in apparently routine paperwork, she went to the sharia court with her mother
to press her case for an Islamic divorce.
I left the sharia court in tears,' she added. My mother told me not to worry. But after the case was heard my ex-husband
began a sustained campaign of harassment and stalking after learning my address from the sharia court document.
He kidnapped my children and threatened to keep them if I did not allow him to come and live with me in my new
home.'
Horrified by what she had seen at the sharia court, Lubna's mother sought advice from Islamic scholars in Pakistan
and India, who told her a civil divorce was sufficient for a formal termination of the marriage and that Lubna was
right to rely on the protection of the British law, which had granted her custody of the children. As a result, Lubna
never completed the sharia divorce and went on to rebuild her life.
If imams here spread that message, the sharia business would collapse. By common agreement, Islamic divorces
account for the vast majority of cases heard in the sharia courts, which are dominated in this country by
fundamentalists who seek to perpetuate the male domination of marriage.
They believe that men can end a marriage simply by repeating the words I divorce you' three times, while women
must come before them and subject themselves to the intrusive questioning of an Islamic scholar who might typically
ask them what more they could do to please their violent and abusive husbands.
Sharia courts can also interfere with the laws of property and inheritance. Hameeda, 70, was forced to abide by rules
imposed by a sharia court consulted by her strict Muslim sons after her husband died.
The court told her she had to remain in iddat (seclusion) for 40 days. I do not understand this rule,' she said. Iddat is
for women who might be pregnant. I am an old woman. Did these judges think there was any possibility that I could
be pregnant? Are they stupid? I was not allowed to answer the phone, the front door or even to go into the garden
during this time because a man may see me! I felt like I was in prison.
Four months after my husband died, I came under a lot of pressure from my sons to sell my house and give the money
to them. They have been speaking to this sharia judge again. He told them that in English law I may own the house I
live in but this is not the right way in Islam.
He said that my husband's property should have been given to my sons. I cry every day because I do not know what
is going to happen to me. Where will I go? I worked as a machinist for many years - day and night - to build a home
for my family. I do not want to give up the home I have worked so hard to make.
I am now being forced to listen to lecture after lecture from my sons about my religion and what it says about what
happens to the family's wealth after the husband dies.'
Sharia courts are now orchestrating a cynical public relations campaign in which they are rebranding themselves not
as courts, but as mediation and arbitration services. But in truth the first was established around 1986 by Islamic
fundamentalists in an attempt to promulgate their rigid version of faith.
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The presiding imams often call themselves judges' and in the oldest sharia council, they sit at a raised bench, looking
down at the women who are petitioning for divorce. Yet the justice' they dispense has none of the safeguards and legal
rights that petitioners in properly convened courts of law enjoy.
The most sickening thing is that the spread of sharia law has been aided and abetted by the British state, which sees
acceptance of these shadowy courts as a way to appease what they regard as non-violent' extremists. In doing so,
Britain has embarked on an unsavoury Faustian pact in which the rights and safety of Muslim women in this country
have been sacrificed in the name of security.
A disturbing example came earlier this year when the Home Office, then under Theresa May, announced an
independent' review into sharia law as part of the Government's counter-extremism strategy.
Alarmingly, the Home Office appointed two imams as advisers to the panel, which is chaired by Professor Mona
Siddiqui, herself a theologian. Surely they should be discussing the rights of women who may have been harmed by
sharia courts rather than the finer points of Islam?
Sharia courts are being wooed by local councils and the police, who see them as a valuable bridge to the Muslim
communities.
But they have been accused of pressuring the Crown Prosecution Service to drop domestic violence cases, claiming
that they have been successfully mediated'.
It is a scandal, too, that some of these sharia courts have been given charitable status. Where is the public interest in
allowing an abusive process and promoting a separate legal system? These so-called courts are businesses demanding
fees of up to £800 for a divorce.
Lubna's mother said: I do not have words to convey my anger at what was being done in this supposed court. I do not
recognise this Islam or how it is being portrayed. My time is coming to an end, but I am so sad for the generations to
come if we continue on this path.'
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Jail race war set to explode: Prisons In Crisis: Murderer Sets Up Muslim
Hate Group For 'Protection' Exclusive
NICK DORMAN; DAN WARBURTON
JAIL bosses fear a race war could break out behind bars after hardened killers set up protection groups against Muslim
convicts.
The Sunday People can reveal that governors have been given an urgent security warning about one new network
called Death Before Dishonour.
The group - calling themselves DBD for short - have formed to protect themselves against what they claim is an
increasing risk from Muslim inmates.
But it raises the threat of further meltdown in our crisis-hit jails.
Members of the gangs are being recruited from special Close Supervision Centres set up to hold the most dangerous
convicts - often violent lifers.
A warning to governors is said to have linked three convicted murderers to DBD.
A source said: "There have been topsecurity briefings warning of this organisation being set up and focusing on
inmates in Close Supervision Units.
"So there is serious concern with so many hundreds, if not thousands, of followers of Islam in the prison system.
"At many of our prisons there is already huge tension between Muslim and non-Muslim prisoners.
"Clearly there is deep concern that this group could expand and the conflict could escalate out of all control."
Harm
Sources said this is the second known anti-Islam organisation set up in prisons.
Another is the Piranhas gang which was formed after extremist Muslim prisoners began assaulting other
inmates and trying to convert them.
The Piranhas - named after the flesheating South American fish - are mainly prisoners from Liverpool and Manchester,
a trial at Manchester crown court was told Gangland murderer Chris Ashton is said to have been handing out postcards
carrying a piranha motif to Muslimconvert inmates at HMP Long Lartin, Worcs, urging them to fight back.
Sources said the cards had the Ezekiel 25.17 "vengeance" Bible verse recited by Samuel L. Jackson's hitman character
in cult movie Pulp Fiction The verse reads: "And I will strike down upon thee with great vengeance and furious anger
those who attempt to poison and destroy my brothers.
"And you will know I am the Lord when I lay my vengeance upon you."
Ashton, 33, is alleged to have been moved to another prison after Muslim inmates threatened to harm him. He
was handed a life sentence with a 32-year minimum term in 2006 for killing 21-year-old Leon Small.
Small's burnt body was discovered by a dog walker on the Mersey foreshore near John Lennon Airport two years
earlier.
He had been stabbed with a samurai sword w and a knife before being shot after a row broke out between him and
Ashton, then 21, at a house in Wavertree over a gold chain.
Last night the Ministry of Justice refused to discuss DBD or its members.
Action
A spokesman said: "Safety in prisons is fundamental to the proper functioning of our justice system.
"We do not tolerate violence or bullying in prisons and will always take action against any kind of discrimination."
The Sunday People revelations come just days after it emerged mobile phones were being smuggled into prison inside
chocolate bars.
A Channel 4 documentary also revealed how the so-called legal high Spice - now outlawed - was being sprayed on to
children's drawings and posted to inmates who then smoke it.
Richard Garside, director of the Centre for Crime and Justice Studies, said: "Prisons are rundown and overcrowded,
with significant issues surrounding safety. We've seen a number of homicides in prison this year, and there's certainly
been an increase.
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"The Prison Officers Association has also raised concerns about assaults on their own members.
"Against the background of some of the rising racial tensions in society, it's easy to see why some tensions in prison
might be channelled through race lines.
"My view remains that what we really need is not more prison staff but fewer prisoners and fewer prisons. The
overwhelming priority is for the Government to take a strategic view and set the path to reduce the number of people
in prison over the long term."
Justice Secretary Liz Truss has admitted prisons are at breaking point and unveiled new powers.
Axed
The minister revealed plans to recruit 2,500 more wardens with £100million funding as she said a toxic cocktail of
drugs and violence is endangering guards and inmates.
But critics claim the measures were not enough to plug a shortfall in frontline officers after 6,000 members of staff
were axed.
As part of the proposals, Ms Truss said she would sack governors when prisons fail.
New league tables measuring everything from violence to offenders' progress at English and maths will rank jails.
The White Paper followed shock figures last week showing assaults on prison staff soared 43 per cent last year to
5,954. Richard Burgon MP, Labour's Shadow Justice Secretary, said: "The Tories' much hyped recruitment drive is
already looking in trouble.
"Over 6,000 frontline officers have been lost under the Tories, and we've seen the dangerous consequences of falling
prison officer numbers recently."
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Fleeing anti-Semitism in France, an African Jewish family makes aliyah
CNAAN LIPHSHIZ
For the Camaras, whom [Amy Camara] describes as "proudly Jewish but not too observant," life in France wasn't
"truly comfortable," she said.
The Camaras arrived in Israel on a flight with some 50 Jews who were also making aliyah. According to Yechiel
Eckstein, founder and president of the International Fellowship of Christians and Jews, the Camara family's story "is
a special one that weaves within it the story of the Jewish nation as we go from the Holocaust to rebirth, ending in
Israel," he said.
"I think a lot of it depends on whether you perceive yourself as a victim," she said. "I've never felt excluded by any
Jewish community, Sephardi or Ashkenazi, so I expect we'll integrate easily in Israel, God willing."
As a Jewish family originally from the Ivory Coast, Amy and George Camara and their four children felt somewhat
immune to the rising anti-Semitic thuggery in France.
The Camaras, relieved to leave their war-torn African country, settled in the northern French city of Lille in 2012.
Because they fit no one's Jewish stereotype, they said they were able to live as Jews without fear - despite, in recent
years, the rise in attacks on French Jews from a small segment of Muslim extremists.
But the Camaras soon discovered that belonging to both the African and Jewish minorities also came with its own set
of challenges, said Amy, the 53-year-old daughter of an Ivorian father and a French Jewish Holocaust survivor. The
difficulties prompted the family to again pack their suitcases and leave France - for Israel, the only country where this
unique Jewish family says it can live comfortably according to its identity.
For the Camaras, whom Amy describes as "proudly Jewish but not too observant," life in France wasn't "truly
comfortable," she said.
Precisely because no one from their immediate environment thought they might be Jewish, "people, even friends,
would say the most awful lies about Israel and Jews in our presence," Amy said.
"There was no single incident that made us decide to leave, it's more of a cumulative effect," she said.
Last month, the Camaras and their kids - aged 25, 22 and twins who are 15 - landed at Ben Gurion Airport aboard a
flight organized by the International Fellowship of Christians and Jews.
"The bottom line is that Israel is the only place for us to live as Jews comfortably, safely and freely," Amy said ahead
of her immigration, or aliyah, to Israel.
That comfort and freedom was paramount, given the remarkable survival story of Amy's mother, 78-year-old Solange
Shuster. Given up for adoption as a toddler by her French Jewish parents who sought to save her life from the Nazis,
she was the only member of her immediate family who survived the Holocaust. She met her Ivorian husband in France
and moved with him to Abidjan, the Ivory Coast's largest city and economic engine, after their marriage in 1967.
(Shuster now lives in France.)
Amy Camara recalls a happy and safe childhood in Africa, where she and George, a commercial airline pilot, raised
their children as Jews. But life took a turn for the worse in 2002, when the Ivory Coast was plunged into its first civil
war. When another armed conflict broke out in 2011, the Camaras decided to leave "because of a combination of
factors that meant we could no longer live safely there," Amy said.
Unfortunately, the Camara family chose the wrong year to move to France.
In 2012, the murder of four French Jews in Toulouse by an Islamist gunman ushered in what the president of
the Conference of European Rabbis, Pinchas Goldschmidt, has called a "wave of jihadist murders and other
attacks" that has had a deep impact on the feeling of safety of many of the 500.000 Jews living in France.
Amid repeated attacks on Jewish targets - French Islamists have killed 12 Jews in France and Belgium in three major
attacks since 2012 - some 20.000 Jews have left France for Israel, including nearly 8,000 people who came in 2015
alone. That figure, a record, was more than four times the number of French Jews who came in 2011.
Aliyah from France has slowed down this year, with only some 4,000 Jews making the move to Israel in the first 10
months of 2016. Jewish Agency Chairman Natan Sharansky attributes the decrease to "some improvement in the
security situation" due to the robust response by French authorities to anti-Semitic attacks.
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The Camaras arrived in Israel on a flight with some 50 Jews who were also making aliyah. According to Yechiel
Eckstein, founder and president of the International Fellowship of Christians and Jews, the Camara family's story "is
a special one that weaves within it the story of the Jewish nation as we go from the Holocaust to rebirth, ending in
Israel," he said.
The day prior to the Camaras' arrival, the group brought approximately 300 Jews from Ukraine to Israel, including
refugees from the rebel-held east. Eckstein's organization has brought more than 4,000 people to Israel since it began
directly organizing aliyah two years ago.
In Israel, Amy and George plan to settle in Ashkelon, a coastal city with some 6,000 Ethiopian Jews - the country's
seventh-largest population of members of that community.
While Amy has heard claims by some Ethiopian Jews that they face discrimination in Israel because of their skin
color, she is optimistic that she won't encounter any racism in the Jewish state.
"I think a lot of it depends on whether you perceive yourself as a victim," she said. "I've never felt excluded by any
Jewish community, Sephardi or Ashkenazi, so I expect we'll integrate easily in Israel, God willing."
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Political anger spreads in western democracies: Disillusionment that fuelled
US win has infected many other countries
LARA MARLOWE
Not since the atrocities of 9/11 had I sat speechless in front of the television, seized by mind-numbing, sleep-defying
shock.
The perpetrators of 9/11 were Muslim extremists bent on destroying the United States.
But the artisans of Donald Trump's election victory were my fellow US citizens, motivated by the illusion that a
thuggish, ignorant, racist, vulgar, Islamophobic, woman-groping, tax-evading demagogue billionaire could "make
America great again".
George W Bush's two terms in office were dark years, during which the US institutionalised state-sponsored
kidnapping and torture and precipitated the destruction of the Arab Middle East by invading Iraq.
Those of us who rejoiced in the 2008 and 2012 elections naively believed the US had changed for the better. A
significant number of Americans viscerally rejected Barack Obama. Now a similar number are revulsed by Donald
Trump. The fault lines grow deeper.
Obama was far from perfect, but he tried to extricate the US from the "stupid war" in Iraq, created near-universal
healthcare, negotiated an agreement on the Iranian nuclear programme and signed up to the climate-change agreement.
Trump has promised to abrogate all three.
Derision When I covered the US for this newspaper, from 2009 until 2013, Trump was a subject of derision. He
propagated the birther conspiracy theory, until Obama shut it down by producing his birth certificate.
At the 2011 White House Correspondents' Dinner, Trump was the butt of every joke. "Donald Trump often appears
on Fox (television news), which is ironic, because a fox often appears on Donald Trump's head," Obama quipped.
Obama's video gag was as funny then as it is painful now. A garish pink neon sign advertised the "Trump White
House: hotel, casino, golf course and Presidential Suite". The portico columns were painted gold. Women in bikinis
frolicked in a hot tub on the north lawn.
Now Trump can do what he pleases with the White House and America. Cooler heads predict The Donald will be
contained by the separation of powers, that "the system" he promised to blow up will limit damage. With both houses
of Congress in Republican hands? With Trump's authoritarian tendencies and disregard for law?
How does one explain Trump's election when a recent Gallup poll gave Obama a 57 per cent approval rating, and
when joblessness in the US is below 5 per cent?
Do struggling American workers seriously believe a shifty billionaire is going to redistribute wealth to them? And
how could nearly a third of Hispanics vote for Trump, when he regards Mexicans as rapists who must be walled off
or deported?
Trumpism The seeds of Trump's victory germinated in the Republican party years ago. As Le Monde
columnist Alain Frachon notes: "Republican leaders have long practised a form of Trumpism" which includes
demonising enemies, refusing to compromise, and obstructionism. In the Republican- controlled Congress it has been
"Trump without Trump".
The culture wars that started in the 1990s and culminated with Trump's election polarised opinion regarding
healthcare, global warming, immigration and the media.
Republican ideology became a clumsy amalgam of boundless faith in God and free markets, rejection of abortion and
same-sex marriage, and what Trump's programme calls the "natural and inalienable right" to own guns. Once the
preserve of the wealthy, business establishment, Trump transformed the Republicans into the party of the poor, and
of revolt. Along the way, the Grand Old Party absorbed suburban midwesterners and Bible-belt southerners. With
Sarah Palin's vice-presidential candidacy and the rise of the Tea Party, the lunatic fringe came to dominate its ranks.
Trump's campaign brought a new iteration, in the internet-based "alt-right" which opposes immigration,
multiculturalism and political correctness.
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Trump tweaked Republican orthodoxy, for example advocating protectionism that could spell a trade war with China.
In foreign policy he's an isolationist compared with the interventionist Bush.
Trump dynamited the establishment, driving Jeb, the scion of the Bush dynasty, out of the race last February, and now
bringing down the House of Clinton.
Horrified as they were by Trump's offensive manners, most of the Republican leadership rallied because he was
popular and they wanted to keep their seats in Congress.
The Hungarian populist prime minister Viktor Orban, the leader of the Dutch Party for Freedom Geert Wilders and
UK Independence Party leader Nigel Farage are Trump's friends in Europe.
Traumatised
So is Marine Le Pen, leader of the French Front National and the immediate beneficiary of Trump's victory. She
hopes it will spark a chain reaction when France elects its president six months from now.
Like Trump, Le Pen appeals to angry, working-class white people who have lost out in globalisation and believe
government is not the solution but the problem.White Americans are traumatised to know they will become a minority
within 50 years. The French extreme right believe there's a conspiracy to replace the European population with
Africans and north African Arabs. Like Trump supporters, they hark back to the "good old days" and want France to
be "great again". Virtually all western democracies appear to be infected with the anger and disillusionment that
brought Trump to power.
'Drain the swamp'
An opinion poll published by Le Monde on November 8th showed that close to three-quarters of the French electorate
believe their elected officials are corrupt. They believe elections serve no purpose, and that political parties, trade
unions and media block the country. Trump's promise to "drain the swamp" has certain resonance.
During the campaign, Le Pen told the right-wing magazine Valeurs Actuelles: "What Americans like is that he's a free
man. If I were American, I'd choose Donald Trump." Yesterday, she tweeted congratulations before final results were
in, applauding not only Trump but also the "free" American people. Her strategist Florian Philippot tweeted: "Their
world is collapsing. Ours is being built." Trump's scorn for multilateralism, the EU and Nato bodes ill for the future
of transatlantic relations, while his election is a boon to dictators everywhere. Trump has expressed admiration for
Russian president Vladimir Putin and Turkish president Recep Tayyip Erdogan. He's expected to give Putin a free
hand in Ukraine and Syria. Syrian president Bashar al-Assad must be delighted.
Any way you look at it, the world just became a more dangerous place.
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TERRY TALIBAN' BLOWS HIMSELF UP ON MOSUL SUICIDE
MISSION
OMAR WAHID AND DEBBIE MCCANN
A WHITE Muslim convert who became one of Britain's most infamous jihadis has blown himself up in a suicide
attack near the Iraqi city of Mosul, the Islamic State terror group announced yesterday.
Khalid Kelly, 49, who was nicknamed Terry Taliban', killed himself by driving an armoured truck laden with
explosives at Iraqi militia near a town called Tal Afar, 50 miles south-west of Mosul, on Friday night.
IS said Dublin-born Kelly, who used the nom de guerre Abu Osama Al-Irlandi, was one of five bombers who blew
themselves up in and near Mosul this weekend, as part of the terror group's desperate attempts to defend the city
against Iraqi and Kurdish forces. Islamic State has turned to suicide attacks after local forces, backed by US and RAF
air strikes, laid siege to Mosul last month and began tightening the noose.
IS released a picture of bearded Kelly, armed with a Kalashnikov assault rifle and wearing a long, dark robe and a
baseball cap, accompanying news of his martyrdom'.
He was photographed in front of an armoured vehicle, which may have been the one he drove to his death. IS published
separate pictures of the moment Kelly apparently blows his vehicle up.
Kelly has been one of the most notorious jihadis in Britain and Ireland for the past 15 years.
Born Terence Kelly, the former Catholic altar boy trained as a midwife and intensive care unit nurse. He went to work
in the Saudi capital of Riyadh in 1996, but in 2000 he was arrested in the ultra-conservative Islamic country for making
alcohol at his home and selling it.
He was sent to prison for eight months, where he converted to Islam. After serving his sentence, Kelly assumed
the name Khalid, and moved to London, where he became friends with extremist cleric Omar Bakri and his
lieutenant Anjem Choudary. Bakri has been banned from re-entering Britain after he went to Lebanon on holiday
in 2005, and Choudary, 49, is in prison for supporting IS.
As a leading member of Bakri's banned group Al-Muhajiroun, Kelly attended extremist rallies across London.
He was photographed speaking at one in 2007, standing in front of Michael Adebolajo, who was jailed for 45 years
for the beheading of soldier Lee Rigby in 2013. In 2009, Kelly was reported to be living in north-west Pakistan,
where he was training with the Taliban, earning him the nickname Terry Taliban', a slang term used by British
soldiers fighting the Taliban in Afghanistan.
He is believed to have married a Pakistani woman and returned to England with her.
The couple had three children, who live with their mother in London, although Kelly went back to Ireland in about
2010.
Kelly was an ardent fan of Al-Qaeda leader Osama Bin Laden, even naming his eldest son Osama. After 9/11, he said:
I believe Allah gives life and takes life. They [the 3,000 who died] would have died wherever they were in the world,
it is just a condition of their death.'
He was known for his outrageous and inflammatory comments to the media. In 2011, he threatened to kill Barack
Obama ahead of the US President's visit to Dublin.
Kelly told a newspaper: Personally I would feel happy if Obama was killed. How could I not feel happy when a big
enemy of Islam is gone?' He was arrested but released without charge.
Ahead of travelling to Pakistan to train with the Taliban, Kelly was reported as saying that he could end up
killing a British soldier within a week.
This weekend, it was revealed that Kelly was living as a recluse in a village called Ardagh in County Longford, 70
miles west of Dublin. He told neighbours that his name was Adam Deen' and that he was writing a book.
According to Irish security forces, Kelly is believed to have flown to London to visit his family in March, and then on
to Turkey, after which he crossed the border to Iraq.
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Jim Mattis would be a reassuring choice as defence secretary; Mike Flynn as
national security adviser is an alarming one; The national-security team
Jim Mattis would be a reassuring choice; Mike Flynn is an alarming one
WHAT can be deduced from Donald Trump's confirmed and likely picks for key national security posts? The answer
is not much, apart from an apparent enthusiasm for generals--which is slightly odd, given the way Mr Trump lambasted
them during the campaign for their failure to win America's wars.
Mike Flynn, a retired military-intelligence general who guided Mr Trump's views on national security throughout his
campaign, and whose strident views on Islam were reflected in the candidate's speeches, will be the national security
adviser. General Flynn is a divisive figure, who spooks Republican foreign-policy thinkers as much as Mr Trump
does. By contrast Jim Mattis, a former Marine general who is likely to be defence secretary, would reassure them; as
would David Petraeus, another general, who has been mooted as a potential secretary of state if the job does not go to
Mitt Romney. Despite General Mattis's nickname, "Mad Dog" (earned for his aggression in combat and a talent for
cheerfully menacing quotes), he is regarded as combining military dash with intellectual seriousness.
Moreover his views, expressed during his time spent as a scholar at the Hoover Institution, a conservative think-tank,
contrast with Mr Trump's zero-sum, transactional concept of foreign policy. "Like it or not, today we are part of this
larger world and must carry out our part," he said in testimony to the Senate armed services committee in 2015. "We
cannot wait for problems to arrive here, or it will be too late; rather we must remain strongly engaged in this complex
world."
Generals Flynn and Mattis do have one other thing in common, in addition to their military service. Both were dumped
before they were due to retire by the Obama administration. General Mattis was relieved of his command of
CENTCOM (which covers an area from the Middle East to Pakistan) in early 2013 without so much as a telephone
call from the president. The White House had become riled by his dogged questioning of its Iran policy. Even if the
nuclear issue could be resolved, General Mattis argued, not nearly enough was being done to counter Iran's threat to
stability in the Middle East.
General Mattis has continued to be a critic of Mr Obama's foreign policy which, he believes, has emboldened Russia,
China and Iran, who have exploited the president's reluctance to apply America's military power. If appointed, he
would attempt to steer Mr Trump away from isolationism and deals with Vladimir Putin.
General Flynn is likely to push in the opposite direction. "We're in a world war against a messianic massmovement of evil people, most of them inspired by totalitarian ideology: radical Islam," he wrote in a book
published earlier this year. "But we are not permitted to speak or write those two words, which is potentially fatal to
our culture." In another passage, he asks: "Do you want to be ruled by men who eagerly drink the blood of their dying
enemies?...There's no doubt that they [Islamic State] are dead set on taking us over and drinking our blood." He
tweeted in February: "Fear of Muslims is RATIONAL." The tweet included a link to a video claiming that the
religion of Islam wants "80% of people enslaved or exterminated". He holds that jihadism is an "existential" threat
to America's way of life. Defeating it should, in his view, be the overwhelming national priority, far ahead of meeting
the challenge of a rising China or a resurgent, nuclear sabre-rattling Russia.
There are other reasons to worry about the judgment of the man who will be the closest adviser on foreign policy to
an inexperienced president, as well as the co-ordinator of the national-security machine. It is troubling that, as a retired
senior officer, he joined the chants of "Lock her up, lock her up!" against Hillary Clinton at the Republican convention.
He offered support at first for the attempted coup in Turkey, and then changed his mind when his lobbying firm was
hired by an outfit linked to the government in Ankara. Last year he accepted payment for attending an event in Moscow
to mark the anniversary of RT, a TV network funded by the Kremlin, that included a speech and a seat at Mr Putin's
elbow.
General Flynn believes he was fired from his post as director of the Pentagon's Defence Intelligence Agency (DIA) in
2014 because of pervasive political correctness within the Obama White House, which disliked his conflation of Islam
with terrorism. It was also infuriated by his insistence that the war against jihadists was being lost, even as Mr
Obama was trying to put it behind him.
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He was right that the White House claimed victory over al-Qaeda prematurely. And his reorganisation of the DIA,
which encroached on the CIA's turf and expensively duplicated its intelligence-gathering, contributed to his downfall.
But it is also the case that, where once he had been respected by military contemporaries, such as Stanley McChrystal,
General Petraeus and General Mattis, with whom he had helped to redefine counter-insurgency after the initial
disasters of the Iraq war, concerns had grown about General Flynn's obsessive behaviour and ill-concealed contempt
for civilian control. Insiders claim that he peddled weird theories that came to be known as "Flynn facts".
Were General Flynn to be nominated for a cabinet post requiring congressional confirmation, he would probably
struggle. But the job of national security adviser is in Mr Trump's gift. As for General Mattis, under rules devised to
ensure civilian authority over the armed forces, a retired military officer is required to be out of uniform for seven
years before he could take charge of the Pentagon. However, under the law, Congress can grant a waiver. Widely
esteemed and with the enthusiastic backing of the chairman of the Senate armed services committee, John McCain,
General Mattis would be a shoo-in.
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Son of 'Trojan horse' school governor killed with Isil in Syria; Heartbroken
mother tells how her son was groomed by jihadists in late-night Birmingham
study circles
JOHN BINGHAM
A FORMER governor of a group of schools at the centre of the so-called "Trojan horse" affair has spoken of
how her 19-year-old son was radicalised by Islamist extremists and eventually died fighting with Isil in Syria.
Nicola Benyahia was among a group of board members from the Park View Educational Trust in Birmingham who
stood down in July 2014 at the height of the uproar into allegations that hardline Muslim groups had attempted to
infiltrate schools in the city.
An official review by Peter Clarke, the former Scotland Yard counter-terrorism chief, concluded there was
"disturbing" evidence of attempts to take control of schools to spread an ultraconservative brand of Islam,
leaving children "vulnerable" to radicalisation.
Mrs Benyahia, 46, a British convert to Islam, has recently set up a support group to reverse the process of
radicalisation, working with experts to identify "triggers" for vulnerable youngsters.
She believes that the Trojan Horse affair may have been one of the triggers that led to the radicalisation of her son,
Rasheed.
The teenager disappeared in May last year and travelled to Syria, where he was killed six months later in a Coalition
drone strike. In an extensive interview with the BBC, offering a rare glimpse into the experiences of families of
those who have travelled to join Jihadist networks, Mrs Benyahia describes how the teenager gradually
changed during the course of 2014.
Mrs Benyahia, a care manager and counsellor, details how, with hindsight, changes in her son's mood and outlook
should have been identified as the result of grooming by a group of people she believes he met after joining latenight
Islamic study circles in the city. She singles out two elements in their family life at the time that she believes may
have made him for vulnerable to extremists: a rocky patch in her marriage with his father and her own experience in
being caught up in the Trojan Horse affair.
She said that, despite concerns about what was happening, she had hoped to stick it out as a governor of the Park View
trust because she wanted a JOE progressive Muslim female voice to be heard on the board. But she said she feared
the case might have been used by extremists grooming her son to turn him against Britain.
"I could see a great man that he was going to become and it was just taken away in the last year of his life," she said.
"They just ruined him. They lured him into something he knew little about. He didn't have any understanding or
comprehension about what he was walking into. His softer nature and that vulnerability in him was manipulated [by
saying], 'Oh this is the Caliphate, this is what you must do, if you don't do this, if you don't do this journey then you're
not a believer; you're not a Muslim; you're not a good Muslim'. That would have got to him more than anything."
She recounted how Rasheed became increasingly preoccupied and angry about events in the Muslim world, especially
in Syria, during the course of 2014 and was particularly animated by news of the establishment of Islamic State of
Iraq and the Levant (Isil).
Around New Year 2015, Rasheed - who had been doing an apprenticeship in electrical engineering - presented her
with a diamond necklace, for which he had saved up, with a note reading: "Mama - no matter how much gold and how
many precious stones are used, it's never enough to show how precious you are to me."
She now believes this marks the point at which he had made up his mind to travel to Syria. "I think that was his
goodbye present to me," she said. "At that point he had made the decision to go and that was his way of saying so.
That calm, I now know, is one of the tactics that the recruiters deploy. They tell their recruits to avoid tension, to be
placid, to not bring attention to himself and just go along with what his parents wanted. He was over decision time
and into preparation mode."
'I could see the great man that he was going to become and it was taken away. They just ruined him...'
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Lethal partners: Islamic State in Pakistan
A famous name joins the long list of militant groups creating havoc SECURITY officials in Pakistan used to insist the
country was immune to the threat of Islamic State (IS). Doctrinal differences, they said, would stop Pakistanis falling
under the sway of the Syria-based militant group, which has demanded the fealty of the world's Muslims ever since
its leader, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, declared himself "caliph" in 2014. But IS's presence in Pakistan can no longer be
denied. The group appears to be responsible for two atrocities in recent weeks.
On November 12th IS dispatched a suicide-bomber to the Shah Noorani shrine in a remote area of Balochistan
province. The blast took the lives of more than 50 people who had come from far and wide to watch its Sufi mystics
dance. Just over two weeks earlier, three IS gunmen had stormed a police training centre on the outskirts of the
provincial capital, Quetta, killing 61. IS's media arm released photographs of the attackers in both incidents, giving
credence to its claims of responsibility.
IS considers Afghanistan and Pakistan to be part of its province of Khorasan--an ancient name for the region. It is
thought to have some hideouts in eastern Afghanistan, beyond the control of the government in Kabul, and has
mounted several bloodthirsty attacks on civilians in that country too. It seems to have managed to gain its presence in
Pakistan by teaming up with long-established local militant groups. Branches of both Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) and Lashkar-e-Jhangvi (LeJ) claimed to have been involved in providing men, logistics and safe houses for the
attack on the police academy, for instance. The Pakistani army announced on September 1st that it had arrested 309
alleged IS operatives and sympathisers, but that does not seem to have reduced its capacity to wreak havoc.
The TTP, LeJ and IS are united in their pathological loathing of Shias, who make up an estimated 20% of
Pakistan's population. They also regard the relatively gentle, folksy version of Islam practised by many Sunnis
in Pakistan, with its Sufi shrines and saints, as blasphemous.
The two local jihadist outfits are, in part, creatures of Pakistan's disastrous policy of attempting to harness
Sunni militancy to advance its own domestic and regional agenda. The TTP sees itself as a sister organisation
of the Afghan Taliban, a group long patronised by Pakistan as a tool to influence the internal affairs of its
neighbour. LeJ's parent organisation, Sipah-e-Sahaba, was backed by the state in the 1980s as a counter to
Pakistani Shias who sympathised with the Iranian revolution. More recently the state allied itself with Shafiq
Mengal, among LeJ's current crop of leaders, in an effort to suppress the 12-year-old separatist insurgency in
Balochistan.
LeJ was banned in 2002 and its upper ranks have been gutted over the past year in "police encounters"--scarcely
concealed extra-judicial killings. But with chapters all over the country it remains one of the most dangerous of
Pakistan's many militant groups, particularly in Balochistan. The Ahle Sunnat-Wal-Jamaat, successor to Sipah-eSahaba, was supposedly banned in 2012 but remains influential and active. Its leader, Muhammad Ahmed
Ludhianvi, was photographed meeting the interior minister on October 21st and was allowed to take part in a
recent rally in the capital with other hardliners at which anti-Shia rhetoric flowed freely.
It is unclear whether the new ties with IS bring local militants more resources and manpower, or simply more publicity
and ambition. But unless Pakistan cracks down on home-grown terror, it will remain fertile ground for IS to launch
more attacks.
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History tells us this genius idea of a Muslims database will definitely end well
MARK STEEL
There is a glimmer of hope in this terrible fortnight. Donald Trump is clearly making it up as he goes along, with
announcements such as: "The wall is going ahead but may be part trellis with clematis plants, with holes in the petals
for snipers to fire at immigrants because America is great at flowers, and a castle somewhere in Kansas if that's on the
border but we'll check because I've got guys who are great at checking, and the top half of the wall will be made out
of trifle and we're going to put extra whipped cream on it because the Mexicans are paying."
He has to carry out his promise to build the wall because, as he explained, "650 million people could pour in". That
would mean every single person from Mexico, and Canada, and Central America, and South America, and Egypt,
would all move to the United States at once. The Grand Canyon would become El Salvador. Argentina would fill up
Lake Michigan. No rockets could take off from Cape Canaveral because Bolivians would be camping on the launch
pad. So if you were picky you might doubt the figure of 650 million, but that's to miss the point because we're now in
a post-correct numbers era. We've listened long enough to "experts" adding things up properly and where has that got
us? It's time to put America in the hands of people who aren't afraid to be utterly irrational, such as Trump's chief
strategist Stephen Bannon, whose wife swore he wouldn't let his daughter go to a school as there were "too many
whiny brat Jews". In this refreshing post-correct numbers era, Trump's team will be free to explain how over 8 million
Jews whine every day, which uses up 130 per cent of US energy reserves every hour, forcing 4 billion hard-working
Americans to go eight years without biscuits. And how could anyone expect his daughter to learn anything in those
conditions? Now at last we can bring an end to this tiresome political correctness, which insists you can't say something
is true just because you made it up. Instead America can begin to address its problems with solutions like Trump's
proposal to place all Muslims on a register. This is an exciting new policy, fresh and inventive, and makes you wonder
why no regime in the past has ever considered forcing one religious group to register with the authorities, while
blaming them for the country's problems. If it works well, maybe they could make it fun by getting them to report to
the police every week and wear pretty little stars and all live cosily together in the same part of town. It's a shame this
sort of thing has never been tried before as it would then be easy to prove this is sure to end well. The registration
for Muslims could be even more accurate if they're all made to fill out one of those personality quizzes called
"How jihadist are you?" They would have to answer a series of question such as: "You've had a stressful
morning as the washing machine has broken down and need to unwind. Do you a) book yourself in for a foot
massage b) relax with a bottle of wine and a takeaway pizza c) strap gelignite to your chest and march into
Walmart screaming, 'In the name of Allah the almighty, the merciful, let us bring holy war to your infidel
faulty appliances, peace be upon him" and blow yourself up?'
Then America could make itself even safer by passing a law that calls to prayers from a mosque are no longer allowed
to witter on about Islam, and have to be truly American by being sponsored. So on a Friday you could hear the magical
sounds of "Allahu akbar, hey, does all that kneeling and bending to pray take its toll on your joints? Then you need
Deep Heat, specially formulated for soothing holy joint relief - just spray as you pray." Trump can announce none of
this is anti-Muslim, as Muslims are perfectly welcome to live in America as long as they convert to Christianity. And
any that can't be bothered will be deported to the 12th century. It must be frustrating to see Muslims getting away with
being Muslim, especially if you're a Trump-supporting Christian fundamentalist Tea Party member, as you must think,
'Why can't they be calm and peaceful like us?' You'll never catch an evangelist Christian in America getting annoyed
about everyday issues such as abortion or teaching evolution, and they're so pacifist they sometimes go all the way to
the kitchen and back without a spare flame-thrower in case the first one goes wrong. The inclusive nature of Trump
has already had an effect, because Isis are said to be delighted with his victory, and a former member of the Ku Klux
Klan was one of the first organisations to congratulate him. Who else could bring together these two groups in a
charming display of unity like that? Psychopaths everywhere seem willing to put aside their differences to rejoice in
Trump becoming president, and that can only be encouraging. So you can understand why his supporters are so angry
with anyone who's still moaning. Their slogan for those who still oppose Trump is "You lost, get over it", just as they
did when Obama won.
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Top Isis commander brands Trump a 'complete maniac'
ALEX SIMS
A top Isis commander in Afghanistan has called the President-elect Donald Trump a "complete maniac" and
said his "utter hate towards Muslims" will make it "much easier" to recruit thousands more supporters.
Mr Trump was widely condemned for his call, shortly after the terrorist attacks in Paris in November 2015, to
temporarily ban all Muslims from entering the United States until he figured out "what the hell was going on".
The Republican and his allies have consistently defended the ban, insisting the measure was about Americans' "safety"
and not about discriminating against religion. Mr Trump has since toned down his call for a ban, saying he would
temporarily suspend immigration from countries that have "a history of exporting terrorism".
But Taliban commanders and Islamic State supporters have said the rhetoric Mr Trump used during his campaign will
help their recruitment efforts, especially among disaffected young people in the West.
"This guy is a complete maniac. His utter hate towards Muslims will make our job much easier because we can recruit
thousands," Abu Omar Khorasani, a top Isis commander in Afghanistan, told Reuters.
"Our leaders were closely following the US election but it was unexpected that the Americans will dig their own
graves and they did so," Mr Khorasani continued, describing President Barack Obama as a moderate infidel with a
little more intelligence than Mr Trump.
A senior Taliban commander in Afghanistan said the group had kept track of Mr Trump's speeches and antiMuslim comments: "If he does what he warned in his election campaign, I am sure it will provoke Muslim
Ummah [community] across the world and jihadi organisations can exploit it."
Al-Qaeda, which launched the 11 September attacks on New York and the Pentagon, has not yet commented on Mr
Trump's win.
However, Hisham al Hashimi an adviser to the Iraqi government on Sunni jihadist movements, told Reuters
that "Al-Qaeda is known for its recruitment strategy that heavily quotes speeches of the White House and other
Western officials."
Iraq's powerful Shia Muslim cleric Muqtada al-Sadr said in a statement: "He [Donald Trump] does not differentiate
between extremist and moderate Islamist trends and, at the same time, he overlooks [the fact] that his extremism will
generate extremism in return."
The President-elect vocalised his tough stance on Islamic militants during his campaign, vowing to defeat
"radical Islam just as we won the Cold War". However, he has failed to give extensive details on his plans to
combat jihadist groups.
The US saw a number of attacks inspired by Islamic militants during Mr Trump's presidential campaign, including
the killing of 14 people in December 2015 in San Bernardino, California by Syed Rizwan Farook and his wife
Tashfeen Malik, who allegedly pledged allegiance to Isis leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, and the June massacre of 49
people in an Orlando nightclub by a gunman who made a phone call before the attack saying, "I pledge my allegiance
to [Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi] of the Islamic State".
Officials have warned that the US is likely to face similar attacks as Isis calls on its supporters to launch attacks at
home rather than making the journey to the Middle East.
Mr Trump's office did not immediately respond to requests for comment on the statements from the militants.
Even if the President-elect tones down his anti-Muslim comments when he takes office in January, analysts say his
statements during the campaign were enough to fuel the militants' propaganda machine.
"Militants will still use those quotes," said Matthew Henman, head of IHS Jane's Terrorism and Insurgency Centre.
"The key thing militant groups, particularly Islamic State and al-Qaeda, depend on for recruitment purposes is
convincing Muslims in the Western world that the West hates them and won't ever accept them as part of their society."
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Punished for not showing enough respect to Islam
LEO MCKINSTRY
THE advocates of cultural diversity like to see themselves as progressive but in truth they are agents for
oppression and fear. Through their bullying demands for submission to their dogma they are destroying the
very liberties on which our democratic society is based.
A disturbing example of this trend can be seen in the case of British gymnast Louis Smith, who was punished
this week by officialdom for showing insufficient reverence towards Islam.
The action against him by his professional body British Gymnastics arose after a video emerged of Smith and
fellow gymnast Luke Carson joking about the religion at a private wedding in a Northamptonshire hotel. In
the footage which caused the furore Carson mimicked the Islamic prayer practice and shouted "Allah Akbar",
while Smith laughed at his antics.
For this behaviour Smith has been turned into a pariah. He has received death threats from jihadists and
vilification from the media. On Tuesday a disciplinary panel at British Gymnastics suspended him from competition
for two months and warned him that the reprimand will stay on his record for two years.
SMITH committed no legal offence. He did not physically hurt anyone but in today's Britain he is guilty of a thought
crime by daring to indulge in religious satire.
It is like a modern version of the Cromwellian regime that existed in the 17th century with its determination to crack
down on any signs of heresy, only now the faith held to be sacred and inviolable is not Protestantism but Islam. In this
new climate of creeping totalitarianism any mockery of the Muslim faith, even in private, will not be tolerated. The
anachronistic law against blasphemy was meant to have been swept away in 2008 but the offence has returned with a
vengeance due to the accelerating Islamification of Britain. Louis Smith has effectively been treated as a blasphemer
against Islam and is now forced to undergo public penitence for his sins. He was hauled up in front of ITV's Loose
Women, who had decided to appoint themselves as the guardians of the new official orthodoxy. One panellist, TV
presenter June Sarpong, was ferocious in her condemnation, accusing Smith of racism, xenophobia and prejudice. But
this goes to the heart of the problem with this case. His critics pretend that any kind of criticism of Islam is a form of
racism or bigotry. In the same vein Muslim leaders constantly talk of "Islamophobia" if any of their religious
sensitivities are challenged. But Islam is not a race, it is a belief system, and like all faiths it should be open to
questioning, censure or humour. The idea that any religion, especially one as controversial as Islam, should be
above debate is repugnant.
Religious freedom is one of the cornerstones of our civilisation. The alternatives are absolutist theocracy and violent
sectarianism, precisely the characteristics of too many Muslim societies in the Middle East and Asia.
In the wake of the Louis Smith incident the Muslim Council of Britain predictably bleated about "Islamophobia",
arguing that British society must "realise the need for people to follow their faith with dignity". The council should
also recognise the need to abide by the values of our country, one of which is open discourse free from clerical tyranny.
It is disgraceful that British Gymnastics, like so many other craven public authorities, is eager to do the work of the
zealots. By punishing Smith they are effectively endorsing the hardliners. The chief executive Jennie Allen said that
competitors such as Smith and Carson should "use their profile to have a positive impact on sport and communities".
The implication is that athletes must suspend their own opinions and instead act as evangelists for the ruling doctrine
of political correctness. Equally offensive are the grotesque double standards. British Gymnastics and the media would
have never worked themselves up into such a froth of phoney indignation if Smith had mocked Catholic prayer rituals.
In fact Christianity is subject to constant attacks and satire without any demands for disciplinary action.
JOKING about the Christian faith has long been a key ingredient of British comedy from Dave Allen to Father Ted.
Nor does the state show much respect for Christian sensibilities, as highlighted by the case where a firm of devout
bakers in Belfast was fined for refusing to make a cake with a political slogan in favour of gay marriage.
The reason for this hypocrisy is simple: Islamic grievances and demands for special treatment come cloaked with the
menace of violence. "Our religion will not be mocked" is a threat, not a plea. The intimidation is real, as shown by the
relentless catalogue of global slaughter against those deemed to have offended Islam.
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But instead of defending our freedoms, Western rulers wallow in desperate appeasement dressed up as tolerance. The
determination to punish Louis Smith is the flipside of officialdom's impulse to surrender, as shown in the growing
acceptance of sharia courts.
As for Smith himself, he has embarked on a tour of abject repentance, visiting a number of mosques where he claims
to have discovered "the true meaning behind the religion of peace". In those words there is a chilling echo of the end
of George Orwell's novel 1984: "He had learnt to love Big Brother."
'A climate of creeping totalitarianism'
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Muslim Americans cringe at how they are being portrayed in election
Many Muslim Americans cringe at the way they have been portrayed by both candidates during the US
presidential campaign - either as potential jihadis or eyes and ears who can help the government's anti-terror
efforts.
Those descriptions, offered by Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton respectively, are troubling to Muslims who
complain they are being pigeonholed and their concerns on other issues ignored.
"I think that there is some level of dismissiveness about Arab-Americans and American Muslims that allows
candidates to talk about us, not really to us," said Omar Baddar, a political analyst and media producer based in
Washington.
Chaumtoli Huq, a lawyer from the New York City suburb of Yonkers, said: "We're not able to talk about issues that
impact us as citizens - education, jobs, things that any other voter would care about. It's a really demoralising way to
be seen to be part of this country."
One of the campaign's more memorable moments for Muslim Americans unfolded at the Democratic National
Convention in July, when a grieving Khizr Khan addressed delegates about his son, Humayun, an American soldier
who was killed in Iraq.
The Republican candidate soon pushed back against Mr Khan's anti-Trump comments, setting up an almost
unprecedented episode in which a presidential nominee criticised a military family that lost a loved one in a war zone.
Ms Huq and others said Mr Trump's campaign has clearly been the more negative one, starting with his call to ban
foreign Muslims from entering the United States as an anti-terrorism measure.
In the second presidential debate in St Louis, Mr Trump answered a question about how to stop Islamophobia in
America by saying American Muslims must report other Muslims engaging in dangerous behaviour.
He also repeated the false claim that neighbours of the San Bernardino, California, shooters saw bombs all over the
floor in the shooters' home last year, but did not report it.
That led to a widely retweeted comment from Brooklyn College professor Moustafa Bayoumi, who posted: "I'm a
Muslim, and I would like to report a crazy man threatening a woman on a stage in Missouri."
By the time the debate ended, his retort had been retweeted more than 32,000 times and "liked" more than 43,000
times.
Mr Bayoumi said Muslim Americans "get exceptionalised to such a degree that their average Americanness disappears
in the wind".
But Mrs Clinton did not escape censure from Muslim Americans, who said that the Democratic nominee's public
remarks had primarily revolved around recognising them for what they could do to support counter-terrorism efforts.
At that second debate, in answering the same question as Mr Trump, she said: "We need American Muslims to be part
of our eyes and ears on our front lines. I've worked with a lot of different Muslim groups around America. I've met
with a lot of them, and I've heard how important it is for them to feel that they are wanted and included and part of
our country, part of our homeland security, and that's what I want to see."
Nour Eidy, a freshman at the University of Michigan, grew up in the Detroit suburb of Dearborn, which is heavily
Arab and Muslim. She was troubled by the call to root out radicals, mainly because she has not come across any.
"I don't know anything about terrorism. I don't know their game plans, their strategies," she said. "We're just as
victimised by them as anybody else."
But Hussien Kazwini said he did not object to calls for Muslims to identify dangerous extremists. The college student
in Toledo, Ohio, whose parents were born in Lebanon, said it was what every US citizen should do.
"We, at the end of the day, are around more Muslims at a mosque or an event," he said. "Maybe we do have an ability
to more easily see if someone is going over to the extreme side."
Frustration with the race is enough to make Ramah Kudaimi want to skip voting altogether.
"People are so shocked by what Trump is saying, that he's - and he's so openly racist - that they are giving Hillary
Clinton a pass," the Washington DC organiser said. "The Democrats, frankly, have not necessarily done what is needed
to also earn my vote as a Muslim American."
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The Corner Of Yorkshire That's Just 1pc White
SUE REID
From the window of her flat overlooking the canal path in a suburb of Dewsbury in Yorkshire, a blonde woman
watches two female figures walking past as they chatter in a foreign tongue.
Both the passers-by are covered in black Islamic gowns, only a glimpse of their eyes show from the 2 in gap in
the veils across their faces.
They, like many Muslim women who live here, speak little or no English. Lots of them will have no contact with any
person from another religion or culture. Almost all have been brought to the UK to wed the British men of south Asian
heritage who have made this area their home.
The wives have restricted lives: bringing up children, cooking for families, or going to women-only events at the huge
local mosque run by the Deobandis, a powerful sect of Islam whose most outspoken preachers have urged followers
not to mix with Christians, Jews or Hindus.
We are in Savile Town, one of the most racially homogeneous parts of Britain: not because everyone is an indigenous
Yorkshire man or woman, but exactly the opposite.
In fact there are almost no white residents to be found in Savile Town. Astonishingly, a detailed breakdown of the last
census of 2011 recorded that only 48 of the 4,033 people living here were white British.
This would not surprise the blonde Lorraine Matthews, looking out at the ladies in burkas from her window. She is a
53-year-old dentist's receptionist, one of the handful of white Britons left in Savile Town's grid of terrace streets.
Almost all the other residents, according to that census, have Pakistani or Indian backgrounds.
Their forebears were enticed to Savile Town as cheap labour for back-breaking jobs in the woollen mills which had
made Dewsbury a renowned textile town.
These hard-working newcomers bought their own homes, and opened corner shops that sold burkas, prayer mats and
perfumes that contained no alcohol, in line with the strictures of the Koran.
Soon the new arrivals had built the mosque which is designed to accommodate 4,000 worshippers. Today, a Sharia
court nearby criticised in a House of Lords report for discriminating against women in divorce and matrimonial
disputes does brisk business espousing the strict Islamic justice code.
Even the lady selling ice creams from a van during the summer wears a burka, and the mobile butcher going round
the streets offers only halal goat, lamb and ostrich.
Stand in Savile Town, as I have, and you will see scores of boys in Islamic robes walking to and from lessons at the
mosque's madrasah school, where for hours at a time they rote-learn the Koran by heart.
And, distressingly, every girl I saw even those of six and seven playing in the park was wrapped up in a hijab and
shoulder-to-toe-gown lest a man glimpse her flesh.
Eight of the nine pubs in the area have shut because there are hardly any local customers who drink alcohol. The hair
salon, once giving stern perms to Yorkshire ladies, closed down long ago, the Western grocery and clothes shops, too.
Needless to say, with nowhere to socialise or shop for what they like, the local white folk departed, first in a trickle,
then a torrent.
Savile Town was left to become an ethnic enclave. And it seems that this detachment from mainstream society
had disturbing repercussions. For this small area has produced several young jihadists who disappeared to
fight and die as suicide bombers for Islamic State in the Middle East.
(Mohammed Sidique Khan, the leader of the bombers who attacked London on July 7, 2005, was brought up nearby.
He bade farewell to his pregnant wife at their terrace house before leading his fellow attackers to the capital to claim
52 innocent lives in explosions on Tube trains and buses.)
Life in Savile Town was investigated earlier this year by Owen Bennett-Jones, the BBC's former Pakistan
correspondent, who threw light on the influence of the Deobandi movement over the Muslim population here.
Interviewed for the Radio 4 programme was Mufti Mohammed Pandor, a civil servant and spokesman for the
Deobandis. He arrived from India's Gujarat in 1964 as a small child with his family.
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He lives near Savile Town, and would call himself a British Muslim. Yet he refused to let interviewer Bennett-Jones
see his wife when the reporter visited the couple's home, although she was permitted to make the tea in the kitchen.
Pandor insists she is completely covered at almost all times, allowing her only to raise her veil for passport checks at
airports. His family rarely watches British TV and says all music is un-Islamic.
Despite being a religious adviser to two universities Bradford and Huddersfield he told the BBC that Muslim men
should only be permitted to enter higher education institutions to study and pray, and not to look at women'.
If Mohammed did not do it, we don't do it,' Pandor told the BBC, saying the Deobandi are a back to basics' movement
whose followers live in the style of the Prophet's life, 14 centuries ago.
You might dismiss such desperately backward thinking as being the preserve of a small outlandish sect, but the
Deobandis run nearly half the 1,600 registered UK mosques, and train 80 per cent of all domestic Islamic clerics who,
in turn, play a huge part in influencing the growing population of British Muslims.
Perhaps it's little surprise that the few indigenous Yorkshire people remaining in Savile Town feel somewhat
beleaguered.
Lorraine Matthews, in the house near the canal, is outspoken in her comments about the community in which
she now lives: I wouldn't go out at night on my own as it is dangerous if you're not from the Muslim community.
It isn't sensible for a woman to walk there after dark. The Asian lads gather on the corners, they make you feel
intimidated because they don't respect white women.'
When I myself walked down South Street towards the mosque, figures in burkas peered out of their lace-curtained
windows in surprise at seeing an uncovered woman's face.
I asked one tall teenager, wearing an Islamic cap and white robes over his jeans, for directions to the mosque
entrance. His response was to spit at me and shout: Go away, you shouldn't be here. Don't come back.'
It is depressing to be confronted with such aggression. And I've no doubt many Muslims, too, will feel distressed
at such behaviour. Not all British followers of Islam wish to live in areas where people of other faiths or cultures might
fear to tread.
Yet in places such as Savile Town, the omens are not good.
For however unpalatable it may be to British liberals, the fact is that many Muslims here only want to live with those
from their own culture.
Indeed, some of the few remaining non-Muslim residents say they are regularly targeted by members of the local
Islamic community who want to buy their houses.
Some have even received a knock on the door from complete strangers in religious robes offering wads of cash in
plastic bags to purchase their homes.
Yorkshire-born Jean Wood, 76, a church-goer, is one long-time resident who feels that she is being edged out. Her
children beg her to move to an area where she can share her retirement with the kind of people she grew up with.
At her neat home on the edge of Savile Town, she told me the tale of what happened a day after her husband died
suddenly while sitting at the kitchen table.
He had not gone 24 hours when a Muslim neighbour pushed a note through the door saying she wanted to buy this
house,' she remembers. We had lived here all our married life. I was grieving, although the note did not mention my
loss.
But I gathered my strength. I phoned the number on the piece of paper and said my home was not for sale and never
would be in my lifetime.'
They were brave words, but inevitably the Deobandis' spokesman Mufti Pandor views it differently.
He described, on Radio 4, how white flight' ensued when his family came to Savile Town. Who was going to buy the
house next door to us?' said Pandor. It certainly wasn't going to be a white guy . . . so my uncle bought it. Then there
were two of us. So then guess what happened? The bloke opposite said: "Bugger this, I'm going" so he left.'
It's not hard to see why, with suspicions running deep on both sides of the cultural divide, Savile Town is, for good or
bad, changing forever.
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